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FLAVIUS 704 SEP HUS. 


Tranſlated into ENG LISH 


LEA 
Sir ROGER LESTRANGE, Et. 


I. The Life of Joſephus. 


. 


II. The Antiquities of the Fews. 
III. His Book againſt Sion, in Defence of the ſaid An- 
— — of the eus. 


77 5 
Written by himſelf. 
In Twenty Books. 


In T'wo Parts. 


„Their Wars with the Romans. 


In Seven Books. 


bg The Martyrdom of the Maccabees. As alſo, 
VI. Philo's Embaſſy from the eus of Alexandria to 
Caius Caligula. 


1 —— R = and ee, with the Original Greek. 


2 To wh ich are Prefix'd 
Two Drscovases, and ſeveral Remarks and OzSER- 
various upon FOSEP HUS, 


Tan with a New Map, Sculptures, and Accurate Indexes. 
— 


"The Third Eos pro. 
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OF THE 


SUBSCRIBERS Names. 


A. . 
Ames Andrew portioner in Lin 
toun, 6 /ets 


Matthew Allan merchant in Mot: - 


fat, 12 /ets 


Alexander Anderſon merchant yz 


Peebles 


John Anderſon portioner of Middle- ; 


Ridge, in Forgon p. 
James Angus wright in Edinburgh 
Robert Aliſon writer there 
John Aitken merchant in Pitten- 
nen p. 3 ſets 4 
Charles Aliſon merehant in Perth 
John Allan in Netherhouſes, Car- 
michael p. 
John Alexander tegent in 
_ ſhields, Stoba p& 
George Aliſon thi 
quhar 
Robert Anderſon tenant ep. 
Robert Anderſon merchant ĩ ind 
coats 
William Anderſon in Kilburn 
William Anderſon of Raſhie-grain 
Adam Allan in Chillingham, Nor- 
thumberland ſh. 


John Aitken bookbinder in Carn- 
wath | 


| B. W . 28 
Alexander: Efq; of Dunro: 


N late daili in Be e a 0 


| John Boſton ſactor to the Duke 


John Brown merchant there 


John Bane letter-founder in Lieth 


Dreva- | 


in San- 


Edward Brown inCarco, Kirkconelp. 


„ Bre 


7 


of Bacleugh 


Charles Banks ſtabler in Edinburgh 
Edward Bell ſmith there 


David Brown merchant there 
Robert Boog cutler in Canongate 


John Beugo skinner in Glaſgow. 

John Buchanan tanner there 

John Braiden vintner in Dumfries 

8 Brown in Boodsbesk in Mot- 
at 

James Bits maltman in Kinroſs 

Walter Buchanan merchant in 
Penrith 

James Ballantyne in a Clowburh Miln 

John Braiden tenant in Midelock, 
Crawſoord p. " 

John Burns in Miretoun F 

George Breed merchant in Selkirk, | 
12 /ets 2 


=. 


; „ David Burel bookbinder in Kinacke 


wood, 2 /ets 
James Black millar i in Locker · mill, 
Kilbarchan p. 


2 Bell in Pinduff, Penpont p. 
Alexander Braidfoot in South- 8 2 
= roaing,. ubar p. = 

may in the | Mains „ 


* * 
M Kenzie Brown in Kirkhouſe of Patrick Calder of Redſoord 


Dolphingtoun John Cochran inn- keeper in Birren- 
John Brown maltman in Dunſyre ſhaw 
George Brown wright there James Craig at Carſtairs Miln, 12 
Alexander Brown merchant there ſets 
James Bronton merchant in Peebles Jokn Coats weaver and merchant 
William Bronton merchant there in Cambuſnethen 
Adam Bronton tenant in Kidſton, John Crighton dean of guild in San- 
; Peebles p. gqubar 
Daniel Brown $kinner 10 Klan Alexander Carmichael writer there 
.  nock Juohn Carment Button-maker in 
_ George Bolom in Alentoun p. Nor- Kirkcudbright 
| 17 thumberland ſh. * Jab. Curbert in Elsdie p. Nor- 
r portioner in Wbirlſoord, thumberland ſh. 
3 | Rickertoun p. James Cunningham ſhip-maſter 1 in 
William Bonnar of Cragfod, Strath- _ Saltcoats 
3 N miglo p. Tf | Alexander Clark in Caſtle-kyle, 
Ealexander Bell ; in Morpeth | 'Auchinleck Pp.. 
ame Brown barber there Willi Clark in Auchengrouch, 


4 — —_ gubar p. 
F 8 n lark in ditto. 


The Reverend Mr. Thomas Clark © 


miniſter of the goſpel at Bellibte D. 
in Ireland | Ja en laſs Eſq; 
Mr. Daniel Cock preacher of the William” Douglaſs in Dodlan in 
8 goſp el $ Kevers p. 2 . 
Mr. David Carmichael preacher of James Doug q tenant in Brox-burn 
the goſpel Robert Dilur ham portioner in 
Colin Campbel bookbinder in i E- Greenlaw © | 
dinburgh, 7 fets f Alexander _Diyſdale copper-ſmith 
Richard Couper ingraver in Ca- in Edinburgh | 
nongate John Davian merchant in Carlyle 
James Currie flax-raiſer in Col- William D an tenant in Uphall 
lingtoun | William Duneap, junior bookbinder 
| Day Cation carver and merchant in Glaſgow 7 fer 
lago : John Dickſon” eandle-maker there 
"$4 Pen barber there John Dickie weaver in Kilmarnock 
Campbel tanner there "James Dunlop tenant in Selkirk p. 


Patrick Chriſtie vintner in Hawick # an Denbolm 1 in Elsrikle, Wal- 


William Cockburn merchant in ſtoun p. 

Kelſo, 3 ſets William Dick ſon ftoremaſter in 
| David Couſer in Cardon Min in —Gorrhead, 

\Glenholm vp. William Dunlop merchant in A- 


3 


1 Coats of Cotshill, Blanier p. chelſtone p. 
3 Cunningham * in james Dick maſon in Eaſton of 
1 Stone of Cambuſnethen © 3 3 Dunſyre h 


U 
Alexander Galla way inn-keeper in 


Samuel Dalziel in Kickconel p. 
James Denholm portioner of Birth- 
wood, Culter p. 

John Fleming portioner of side 


E. 
Robert Erskine merchant in Dum- 
fries, 7 /ets 
James Eckron merchant in Ha- 
wick, 6 /cts 
John Ewart merchant in Bramptoun 
James Edward writer in Kinroſs - 
George Eſpie miner at Wage 
head. | 
George Edmonſton in Lawder 
Jotm Ewen merchant in St. Ninians 
| | 8 
The Reverend: Mr. James Filler 
miniſter of the goſpel in the} Aſ- 
ſociate congregation of Glaſgow 
John Fiſher in Kers-miln, St. Ni- 
nians p. 
James Fiſher merchant in Auchin- 
leck, 6 ſets _ 
James Fiſher in Newhouſ 
Hugh Fraſer writer WE eabargh 
Alexander Falkoner clark in Lawder 
John Fairſervice officer of exciſe 
William Ferguſon merchant in 
Dumſries 
Thomas Forſyth merchant in E- 
chelſeichen 2 
Walter French tenant in Boot- 
houſes 3 
Robert Ferguſnil! Z 
George Ferguſon tenant in Dol- 
phingtoun p. 
James Forreſt in Bigger · mill 
John Finlay Juniar weaver in 
Lanark 5 
John Fairly in Holme, Kilmars p- 
John Fleming of Ne Evandail 
John Fenwick in Morpeth _ 
Robert Ferguſon merchant in 
Corsforn, 6 ſets - 


Will Fog cog 75 Callingions 
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7 8. 
Alexander cake dhawen-toper 
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Edinburgh 

William Govan glazier there 

John Gavin ſtay-maker in Glaſ- 
gow, 6 ſets 

Alexander Girdwood merchant there 

James Gilchriſt Bookſeller there 

Adam Gray Carrier there 

William Gladſtones merchant in 
 Hawick 

Archibald Grieve Bookſeller in 
Dumfries, 30 ſets 

John Grinton baker in Falkirk 


- JamesGreenſhields writer in Bridges | 


end, Sanquhar 

William Gardner ſhoe-maker in 

Lanark 

William Glaſs merchant traveller, 

2 ſets 

James Greenſhields bailie in San- 
quhar, 12 /ets 

John Gemmil deacon of ſquate- 
men there 

John Gray of Darngevel, Cambad- 
nethen p. 


John Gibſon tenant in Line 


John Guilder in Hamilton- mains 

George Goldie tenant in Liſwade p. 

Matthew Gray Junior baxter in 
Muſſelbdrough 

John Greig merchant in St. Andrews 

Gideon Grieve wright in Selkirk 

James Geddes maltman in Kirkaldie 

John Goodyel baxter in Auchter- 
muchty 

Robert Grierſon tenant in 1 

Hugh Glover at High-hill-houſe, 
Rickerton p., 

John Gemmil Clockmaker in Pock- 
nave, Cragie p. 


William Gebie in Netherland, Rick- | 


erton p. 


Thames Grieve {tore-maſter in Vi- 


-cleugh _ ; 


| io Greenſhields in Sadler bead, 


» 


pp. 
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Mr. .James Hamilton of Urntoun, 
Teacher of Engliſh in Edinburgh 
William Hendry fclatter there 
Thomas Hay rope maker in Lieth 
John Hay paper-maker in Glaſgow 
Robert Hood hammer man there 
John Hunter tob aconiſt there 
John Haliday cork · cutter in Carlyle 
James Hume e in Bridge - 
end, Newcaſtle 
James Hamilton merchant in New- 
g aſtle 


| 5 Anthony Hall in Horſlee, Elſdine p. 


Northumberland ſh. 


2 John Hay in Elſdine p. Northum- 


berland ſh. 


> Robert Hunter tenant in Selkirk p- 


William Hague merchant in Dunſe 
James Hunter merchant traveller 


dingtoun 
John Henderſon merchant in Aber- 
nethy, 6 /ets 
Lonard Hill merchant in Perth 
Thomas Henderſon tenant in Eaſt- 
ſide of. Huntlaw-wood 


George Henderſon tenant in White- 


Jaw 

Thomas Henderſon of Cormiſton- 
mains 

William Hos 


Jobn Hogan tenant in Waſte· wa- 


ter, Longholm p. 
James Hutton ſadler FR | Lanark 
John Hamilton merchant in Aby- 
green, Leſmehague p. 
John Hoggart of Byte-walls in 
| Welſt-gordon p. ae 


James Hamilton vininer in an 


of Shotts 
| 7 em Hair in Saoguhar: 
avid Hair of Nene Kirkeo- 
. nelp. 274 
George Hunter tenant, in Kyll 
Traquair p. | 
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| William 8 in 


7 


James Hutchiſon bookbinder in 
Auchtermuchty | 
John Hupter wright in Anckrum 
John Houſton in Killburnie 
Adam Howie clock-maker in Dolors 
Elizabeth Hutchiſon book-binder 
in Kinroſs, 2 /ets 
* : I. 
Richard Johnſton merchant in E- 
dinburgh 
Archibald Ingram merchant in Glaf- 
gow, 24 /ets. 


George, Jarden ſmith there 
Cornelius Ingles chirurgeon in La- 


-nark - 


Joſhus Johnſton merchant in Carn- 


| 2 ſets, 
8 e tenant in Dudding- 
Alexander Hill merchant in Had- 


John Johnſton in Shewſtones in 


ſtoun 


Herxot - muir p. 

John Ingles maſon in Withclyde, 
Culter p. 

Matthew Irverin merchant in 
Longholm 

Walter bn tenant in Linton p. 

John Jameſon weaver in Saltcoats 

Rove Johnſton chirurgeon in Moſ- 

at 

John Johnſton pms: in Tala, 
TweedEmuir p. 5 | 

William Johnſton mere 


James Jobaſton ſmith in Tweedſ- 
muir ; 
k. } 


James Knox printer in es, 
15 Jets. 


* 29 123 


5 David Kelſo merchant in Newcaſtle 
Andrew Ker bookbinder in Kello 
George * tenant in Hamilton, 


Line p 
Andrew Ker! in 
cumnock p. 
James Ker in Burntoun, New- cum- 
nock 


Blackwood, News 


„ , = es . Thomas Ker maſon i in o Kirkcud- 
3 | George Hutton: mel 2255 . | 


bright 
15 8 


——_— res 
+: Walter 


* 


L 
Walter Leckie tanner in Glaſgow, 
12 ſets 


Alexander Leckie wright there 


Tobias Lundie ſtay-maker there 
Robert Leckie joiner there 


James Lundie bookſeller in Dun- 


dee, 30 /ets 


John L Allie meichant in Biggar, 


SG 
Thomas Lourie tenant in Penni- 
cook 
William Liule i in Urce, Ewei p. 
James Lindſay tenant in Pitun hen 


Gideon Lockhart writer in Lanark 


Alexander Lockhart ſmith there 

James Liddle tenant in Corrhouſe 

John Leich late bailie in Rather- 
glen 

John Lawſon merchant in alle 
Walſtoun p. 

William Liddle tenant in the Mains 
of Dunſyr 


James Leadbutter wig: Waker in 


Peebles 9 
Robert Lorimer in ba San- 
quhar p. 


Thomas Ladlie in Corſebank, 
Kirkconel p. 
Francis Logan in Dalry 


James Lourie of Bourg, Or- 
wal p. 


Robert Ladlie — in Cha- 


pel- hope 


William Lockhart younger of Biræ- 


hill, Leſmehague p. 
John Laidler beer-bruer in News 
caſtle 


John Lockhart*in Morpeth 


William Lorimer of Holme 
M. 
Mr. Robert Mac Queen younger of 
Braxſield, Advocate 
Doctor Patrick Maxwell of Ree- 
burnhead, Kilpatrick p. 
Alexander MacConohie of Mea- 
dow- Bank | 
Laurence WT vintner in Perth 


1 
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John Mac; 


7 


John Moor merchant in Edinburgh 

John Mitchel book-binder there 

John More merchant there 

John Millar turner there | 

Jobn Moubray merchant in Potter- 
row 


William Muchal, book binder in 


Thomas MacFee writer there 


ey Alexander Munoch merchant in 


Linlithgow, 7 /ets 

Nom Mitchel Le in Linton, 

fes 

John Moriſon in Comtain 

Robert Mac Queen in the Caſtle of 
Crawfoord 

Robert Marſhal tenant in Kidſtoun, 
Peebles p 

Bailie Andrew Mack in Gordon- 
mains 

John Muirhead merchant in Fal- 
kirk a 

William MacGie maſon in Lanark 

William Moriſon ſhoe-maker there 

Martin MacConohie merchant 
there, 2 /ets. | 

John MacMair currier ia Kinroſs 

John Millicaze in Holywood 

Allan MacLauchland book-binder 
in Kirkcudbright 

Roger Martin writer there 

John MacCaskrie carpenter in Sto- 
nera wer 

William MacGowan millar in Spece - 
dy-miln 

James MacGowan millar in Twee- 
dy-miln 


James Martin portioner in Weſt⸗ 


dykes, Evandail 

John Marſhal portioner in 1 Chapel. 
toun _ | 

James Meuros merchant in Carne 
wath 


Thomas Martin in in Calle man- o of 


Sanqubar 
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Robert MacLean tobaconiſt on 
the Bridge, Newcaſtle 
Robert Mitchel merchant i in News 


caſtle 


James Martin Gardiner in Sonnick 
Juohn MacQueen clark of Peebles 


James Meek in Carſtaits 
John Martin travelling merchant 
Mitchel in Old- dere 


Hugh Moodie failor in Irvin 


James Meuros book- ſeller in Kit- 


marnock, 36 ſets 


3 Robert Moor in Dalry 
Seorge Millar brewer in Strath- 


David Penman i in Bridge end, Dol; 


miglo 


; + John Murray merchant i in Dier p-. 
James Muncie in Spanock, Kirk» 
5 Andrew Paterſon tenant i in Haugh- 


_ » * Heads 


conel p. 

John Mitchel in Jedburgh 

Murdoch MacMurfihies in Dalry p. 
Gallaway 

William Milligan in Laught, Mor- 
ton p. | 

John Murray tenant in Blyth 

John Maxwel in Todholes 


"IP N. * 

John! Noble in — Ettleſton p. 

James Notman merchant in Sel- 
kirk, '6: /ets 

William Noble tenant in Stoba p. 

William Nisbet merchant in Had- 
dingtoun 

William Nicol wenver in Lanark 

Francis Nicolſon Dyſter in Muir- 

kuk 

James Nielſon glazier in Dovglaſs 


O. 


Thomas Orr merchant in Penrith, 


Cumberland 
William Orr wright i in Paiſley -- 


Thomas Osburn in Cl 5 5. 


1 Neu · Cumnock „ 
1 2 Ort writer in Lanark” hy 


E Pollock ba * | 


= 


1 


. 1 
Daniel Paterſon merchant in Dun- 


ſyr, 12 /ets 


Thomas Prentice portioner in 


Hynſhieldwood 


Wiliam Porteus Schoolmaſter in 


SGlenholm 
George Porteus officer of exciſe in 
Lanark 


Francis Porteus inn- keeper in - 


Glaſgow 

William Purdie in Candie-mill, 
Carlouck p 

Mrs Parker in Kilmarnock 


John Paterſon in Adam · mill, Crai- 


phingtoun p. 


Adam Primroſe Coal grieve in 


Punfigh, Dolphingtoun p. 
James Purves tenant in Leger - 


. | 

Mr. James Rae, Agent to his Grace 
the Duke of Queensberry at 
Wanlockhead 

John Rae bookbinder in Perth, 3 5 

John Rutherfoord merchant in 
Penrith 

Robert Roger wright in Hawick 

John Ruecaſtle carrier 4 


James Ramage in Ste enſtoun, 
New- lands p. 
Robert Richardſon in 
Newlands p. 
David Roſs journeyman- printer in 
Edinburgh 
James Reid book-binder in Leith 
Jobn Richie in Finglan, Tweedl- 
muir p. 
Robert Reid taylor in Glaſgow, 7 
F 
Jobn Rob book-binder there, 12 ſets 
David Reid merchant in Ditrltoun 


Whyiſide, 


A William Reid in Podock-row, Kil- 


barchan p. 
John Rannie N in Dundee 
John i | 


'Georgs 


4» 


Fd 


e Roe merchant in Newcaſtle 


' John Ritchie in Sclateheugh, Sto- + 
ba p- 
James Robinſon i in Philup, Aling- 


toun p. Northumberland (ſh. 

George Roe linnen-dropper in New- 
caltle 

William Reidhead in Farmlingtoun, 
Northumberland ſh. 

William Robinſon in Bedlington, 
Northumberland ſh. 

Hugh Rowand in Knoxburgh 

John Richardſon butcher in North- 
ſhields 

John Ritchie in Glencragie | 

John Richardſon merchant near 
— 2 ſets 8 


8. $5 
Robert Sanders writer in Edinburgh 


Peter Spalding jeweler in Canongate 


Robert Stevenſon malt-man in 

Glaſgow 
Robert Smith book - binder there 
George Simpſon belt- maker there 
Walter Scot wright in Hawick 
Robert Scot baxter there 


George Shaw brewer in Bathgate 


Alexander ' Stevenſon maſon in 


Douglaſs 
Walter Simpſon tenant in Eaſter- 
dyke, Stoba p. 
Thomas Smith merchant in \ Penrith 
David Steil tenant in Dreighorn 
John Smith weaver in Straven, 3 
Jets 


; John Stewart tenant in Malſlie | 
James Syme merchant in Jedburgi, 


5 ſets 
Thomas Smith maltman in Lanark 


| John Scot ſhoe-maker there 


George Scot skinner there 

Comp Summers maltman there | 
illiam Stewart portioner there 

James Spark merchant in Perth, 

ſets 

Tames Stark book-binder inDundee, 

Matthew Smith merchant in Kirk- 
intilloch | 

William Scot Gardiner in Longholm 


] 

John Semple portioner in Chapel- 

toun ; 
Hugh Smith ſmith in Kirkcudbright. 
James Somervail tenant in Carſtairs 
James Smith carrier in Gallaſhields 
David Suttie ſhoemaker in Auchter- 

muchty, 2 /t. 
Francis Scot tenant in Nilſlie 
William Steil wright in Kilwinnin, * 
wig Steil ſtaymaker insal 
Thomas Spear in Rogend, Dal 
Gavin Shearer 45 . 5 
Stonehouſe p. 


hs 


 Robett Simpſon School-maſter at 


Burangrange, Orwal p. 
Adam Scot in Dinchar-miln 
John Somervail craiger in Weſt- . 
ſhield | 
William Sharp weaver in Bonock- 
burn | 
William Scot of Holme 


5 T. 
> Robert Taylor book · ſeller \ Ber- 
wick, 12 /ets 
Bailie Thomas Turnbull in Hawick 
Bailie Charles Tudhope merchant 
there | 
John Turnbull merchant there 
Walter Tutop merchant there, 18 
ſets 
James Thomſon workman at Ul- 
mit 
Robert Telfer in Couking, Glen- 
corſe p. 
William Tait in Peebles 
James Thomſon ſmith in Selkirk 
Alexander Thomſon maltman in 
Stirling 
John Thomſon in Irvin 
William Thomſon in Sanquhar p. 


| V. 
George Urvin tenant in Cannobie 
William Veſſie ſhoe-maker in La- 
nark _ 
WilliamVeitch portionerin Boudon 
John Vogan ma near Pee- 


bles, 2 * ä 
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W. 
The Reverend Mr. Adam Wedder- 
ton miniſter of the goſpel at 
Noth 


_ __ Weir preacher of the 


| AG Watſon merchant in E- 
5; 


Þ 1 3 ſets A 8 
ler 225 tenant 1 Man- 
burn, Scarlin p. 
Walter Watters wright in Coling- . 
L: toun 
eel Welſh in Stonehoup, || 
| Tweedſmuir p. 
William Wilſon writer in Hawick * 
Thomas W interup writer there 
1 Weir merchant in Falkirk 
Alexander Wilſon letter-founder in 
Glaſgow 
Walter Watſon tanner there 
William Wilſon in Crawpe i 
John White merchant in] 
Mr. Welfh at Hilry-miln 
William Wilſon vintner in Calet 
Thomas White skinner in Kelſo 
David Wightman in Bereroſt, Ho- 
_ Iywoodp. 
James Watſon merchant in Peebles 


Jobn Williamſon late deacon of the 


bammer-men in Sanquhar 
Alexander Walker merchant there 
John Wright land-labonrer in Glams 
William Whitfon in Ewes p. 
Lo, Walker merchant in Aberne- 
1 


Robert Welſh flore-maſter in Nuns | 
ris 

John Williamſon of Midonſer, - 
Glengith 

James White of Overſtockbridge, 
Leſmehague p. 

James Wilſon merchant in Dou- 
glaſs, 12 ſets - : 

Daniel Weir ſhop-keeperin M 

William Weddle in Mooſen, Bel- 
foord p. 

William Wilſon hair-merchant in 
Ancraft 85 

Richard Whitly ſmith in North- 

{blyth | 

Die Watſon merchant in An- 

ek, 24 (ets 

| William Wilſon in Hairlaw, Kirk 

=FHewton, Northumberland ſb. 

 Williem Wilſon ſchool-maſter in 
Broomerſide | 


William Wilſon of Milcraft, Munk- 


land p 
James Wilſon maker in Lanark 
Andrew Wood in Lauder 
Archibald Williamſon in Rigg 
John Wi ſon in Gateſide 
John Wals i in Morton-mains 


. » 
James Yorſtoun cutler inEdinburgh 
James Yoement weaver in Peebles 
William Young farmer in Eaſt- 
| landbark 
John Young merchant i in Sanquhar 
Mark Young carpenter in Berwick 


« . ty 2. 
John Zuill merchant in Glaſgow 


LE 


PR E F AC E. 


HE 1 wil ee perhaps, upon the Pub- 
lication of theſe Papers, to find ſomewhat here 


by way of Preface," and Recommendation, as 


Is * in ſuch Caſes ; but the Work being long of it- 


ſelf, I will not make it more tedious then needs muſs, 


and therefore, I. ſhall paſs over all unneceſſary Nice- 


ties; As the Time that has been ſpent upon it, the © 


Books and Friends I have conſulted upon the Text, 
the Difficulties rhat frequent Troubles and ill Health 


bave thrown in my Way, and ſeveral more of the ſame 


Kind: To ſay nothing finally of the Corruptions in the 


Original, the Bulk and Compaſs of it, and how care- 


ful. have been in the Menage of my Commiſſion. For 


all Men will at laſt judge for themſelves, 


But there is one 4 hing Ain which in Honour and 
Fuſtice I ought not to omit ; and that is, to return my 
hearty "Acknowledgments to my worthy Friend, the 
Reverend Dr. Hudſon, Chief Keeper of the Bodleian 
Library, for his kind and generous Aſſiſtance in this 
Performance : And here 1 muſt profeſs myſelf 5 
cularly obliged to him (as the Common- wealth o 
ters 1s in other Reſpects) for the Faint he has been 
pleaſed to take in Reviſe g and Comparing the Tranſ- 
lation with the Greek, and for the learned and criti- 


cal Remarks placed here and there, at the Bottom of 


the Page; and many other Advantages of Uſe and 


* - 


Let 


_— The PREFACE; 
= - ; 2 | 
Ornament, towards the Gracing of the Whole. Z 


could wiſh his more important Affairs had left him at 
Liberty to take a ſtri&# Review of all the Sheets, one 
after another, as they came from the Preſs : But I hope 


| however, that reaſonable Care hath been taken to pre. 


vent either many or grols Errors. And of this, alſo, 


" the Readers are at Liberty to judge for themſelves. 


7 | think myſelf Hikewiſe obliged upon this Occaſion, 


* 
7 N. 


F zo mate 2 grateful Mention of the late Worthy and 
Tearued Dr. Willes, for bis Two Excellent Diſcourſes 


3 
AF 
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pred to the Antiquities: Aud tho they had not the 
F good Fortune to have his laſt Hand to them, are now 


however at length (J preſume) by the Care and Skill 


A 
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* 
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of Dr. Hudſon, digeſted: ino a proper Method; with- 
the Addition of ſuch Notes, &c. as highly tend to II- 
Iuſtrate, and render them Compleat. 4 


And I am now, alſo, to thank my other Wortby 


Friends, in general, for the good Offices they bave 


done Me towards the Gaining of my Point. 


January 28. 


1702. 
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DISCOURSE I. 
By way of Enquiry into the Life and Religion, of Joſe- 


hus: Mherein an Account is given of that famous 


Paſſage relating to our bleſſed Lord and, Saviour. 


N this Preliminary Diſcourſs I ſhall arigetpally enquire 


| into the Life and Religion of Tofe ephus : Upon the right 
"i underſtanding whereof ſome Obſcurities in him will be 

7 clear'd, and that remarkable Paſſage about our Saviour freed 

from the Objections that have been made againſt it. 
We have his (a) Life written by himſelfwhen he was 56 Tears 
old; in which he relates his being of the Stock and Lineage 
of ( Aaron. and by his Mother's Side deſeended from the Mac- 


Lear of Caligula, (A. D. 37.) he made tryal of the three fa- 
mous Secs that were then amongſt the eus; Phariſees, Sad- 
ducees, and Elſenes. And leaving them at 16 Years of Age, he 
ſpent three Years in the Wilderneſs of Judæa, with a famous 
Maſter call'd Bani. Serrarius took him for an Ene, Druſius 


and the Author of Jucaſin for a 45 But 255 are all 


miſtaken, lance” Foſepbus in that very 
8 pa B . 


. 


Works, See Yateſius's Notes upon "ro s Eccleſiaſtigal my 
(5) Sz8 the Wars of the Jews, Lib. 3. op. The WO 
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cabees, and of the Courſe of Jojarib, the firſt ofthe twentyfour 
Orders of the Prieſts. He ſaith that he was born in the firſt 


: . "@) As to ; tothe Time of its being written, and how * tis to ee . g 
\ 
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that from the Writings of the Prophets it was evident that 7e- 
ruſalem ſhould be de ſtroy'd about that Time, and that God 
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from the three Sefts he had before made Tryal of. It's more 


Probable that he was one of St. John Hapiſt's or Chriſt's Diſ- 
. Giples. The Talmud (a) mentions one of Chriſt's Diſciples by. 


the Name of Bani or Buni. But whoever he was, after three 
Years 7o/cphus left him allo : And being now 19 Years old re- 


turn'd te Jeruſalem ;- where having ſpent ſeven Years, he-went 


to Rome, being 26Years old: And there he became acquaint. 


ed with (b) Nicanor (who was afterwards a Clone! in Veſpaſi. a 


an's Army) and with Aliturus one of ANero's Favourites, and 
by his Inte: eſt with Poppæu the Empreſs, from whom he re- 
ceiv'd many Favours. After two Years ſpent at Rome he re- 
turn'd to Judæa, the War being now ready to break forth: In 


Which War Joſephus, being 30 Years old, and a Governour in 
' Gallilee, bravely reſiſted the Romans, till at laſt being over- 


power'd he yielded (or as his Enemies ſay revolted) to them. 


At this Time he told Veſpaſian, that he ſhould be Emperour of 
the Romans. And when Foſephus law his Propheſy fulfill'd, and 
the whole Nation of the eus conquer'd by him, he took him 
for the Meſſias and King of the eus, whom the Prophets fore- 
told. Upon theſe Accounts he was much eſteem'd by Veſpaſian 
and Titus, and from them took the Name of Flavius. And 
becauſe this is ſo memorable a Part of the Life of 7o/ephus, 
it may not be improper to read it in his own Words. Nothing 
fo much ſtir d up the Minds of the Jews to the preſent Wars, as 
an ambiguous Prophecy found-in their ſacred Books; that a- 
bout that Fime one of their Country ſhould be Ruler of the 
 evholeWorld.---By this Oracle the Empire of Veſpaſian was fore- 
told, which began inJudza. Alſo Chap. XIV. he faith, That 
God fbew'd him in a Dream the Deſtruction of the Jews and 
their Gangueſt by the Romans, and what ſhould happen to the 
Koman Emperours. For, being a Prieſt, he underitood how ta 
explain the /acred Books of the Prophets, and to interpret, 
Dreams. He often ſuggeſted to the Jens, that God had for- 
faken them, aud was gone over to the Romans ; that the Fews, 
in fighting, not only reſiſted the Romans, but God alſo; and 


had long ſince decreed it. From the Waters of Siloam being 


dty'd up, when the Jews coulT come at them, and flowing 
plentifully when in Poſſeſſion of the Romans, he concluded 
that God had left the Jews and was gone over to the Romans. 
= When the War was over, and all Things had happen'd ac- 


cording 


(9) Sanhedrim, Cp. 6. F. 43. Lib. 1. (6) Wars of the Fews, Lib. 3. 


(c) Wars of the Jews, Lib. 7. Cap. 31, 


F 
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{tory of it publick: Which he did firſt in his own Language in 
Hebrew, for theUle ofthe Eaſtern Nations (a Book long ſince 
loſt ;) and afterwards coming to Rome with Titus, he there 
publiſh'd theſe Books in Greek, which are now extant, But 


this was not done immediately upon his coming to Rome 2 


For firſt the Triumph of YJe/paſianand Titus over the Fews was 


| paſt, which 7e/ephus in thoſe Books deſcribes : Many alſo had 


publiſh'd (a) falſe Accounts of that War, before he publiſh'd 
his. And it was after the fourth Year of the Empire of Yef- 
paſian, which he exprefly mentions in his ſeventh Book ofthe 
Wars of the Fews ; and after the Building of the Temple of 
Peace at Rome, wnich he alſo mentions, and which, as ap- 
pears from Dion, was dedicated A. D. 75. that is five Years 
after the War was ended; And yet it was before the Death of 
Agrippa, who highly approv'd of it, and commended it in 


| ſeveral Letters written upon that Occaſion. Agrippa came 
to Rome and receiv'd new Honours from Yeſpaſtan, and that 


very Year that the Temple of Peace was dedicated (as appears 


from Dion) beſides the Teſtimony of ſeveral Coins. Euſebiug. 
in his Chron, and the Author of the Paſchalion ſay, that he 


reign'd 26 Years, that is, till the ſeventh Year of Veſpaſian, 
all which I the rather take notice of, becauſe () two very 
learned Men of this Age place his Death in the third Year 
of Veſpaſian From hence 'tis evident, that Foſephus publiſh'd 


his Book of the Wars of the Fews betwixt the fifth Year of 


Veſpaſian when the (c) Temple of Reace was dedicated, and 
the ſeventh Year of Veſpaſian, when (d) Agrippa dy d. 
He wrote theſe Books for the Sake of the Romans, among 


whom he liv'd, and from whom he had receiv'd many Hoe 1 | 


nours; for he was made free of Rome by Veſpaſian, dwelt in 
the Palace, and had a yearly Penſion allow'd him by the Em- 


perour ; and having preſented his Books of theFews/h War to 
Veſpaſian and Titus, the firſt took care to have a Statue erected 
to him at Rome, the (e) latter approv'd them with his own | 


= 2 5 2 0 ._ © Hang, 
Ca) Pref, of his Antiq. and the firft Book! againſt Aion. (5) Bp. 
Pearſon and Mr. Dodwell. This they were not awate of, but Dio ſeems 
plain, Agrippa therefore with his Siſter Berenict dme to Rome &. P. 


75. Spanhemius mentions a Coin with the deer of Horippa. 
This will end A. D. 78 In Photius therefore perhaps the better Reading 
„ Hill be einatoo inſtead of Tritos. The IXth of Veh eds in Jul. 


A. D. 78. H. D. (c) This Dedication of the Tempſe of Peace menti- 


Uron FOSEPHOS. ' 2 
cording to Joſephus's Predictions, he reſolv'd to make the . 


on'd by Pliny, N. H. I. 12. c. 19. (d) Hardainus de Mm. Herad: hath 


Coins of the 26, 27, 28,29 Year of Agrippa, but no farther: And Eons -_ -- 


ſew. 2ngther King Agrippa. beginning A. D. 80. or 81.- and baue his 
1415 Year about Demitian's 14th H. D. (e) St: Hicrum. 
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Hand, and order'd them to be kept in all the publick Libra- 
ries. As the Romans extoll'd him, fo he conſtantly magnifieth 


N ; Fews : For which the Jews generally condemn his Books as 
falſe and partial. (a) Aharbanel ſaith, that he perverted the Truth 


Fews are very groundleſs; yet I cannot but obſerve, that he 
o far comply'd with the Rites and Cuſtoms of the Romans, 


that Minucius (b) Felix in the very next Age after took him 
for a (c) Roman: De Judœis ſcripta eorum relege; vel, ſi Remanis 


magis gaudes, Flavii Foſephi, vel Antonii Juliani de Judæœis re- 
gutire. 1. e. Concerning the Jews, either read their own Mriters, 
or, if. you would rather read Romans, enquire for Ic ſephus or 
"Antonius Julianus. This latter was undoubtedly the ſame Au- 


of tieWar, and is mention'd by(d) Zo/eprus. He was a Spani- 
ard by Birth, a Man of-gretat Eloquence and Learning, and 
BE -  publickly taught Rhetorick . When Joſephus there - 
_ force wrote his Books of the Wars of the eus, he was of Opi- 

nion, that God had forſaken their Nation, and was gone over 
to thetRomans : He had ſeen his Country ruin'd by a War 
that: 


Vi 12 Stone left upon another; the ſacred Books of Moſes, 
And the holy Veſſels of God's Houſe, firſt made Part of the 
' 8 Roman Triumph; and afterwards furnith'd the Temples of 


which were formerly paid by the Zews all the World over 
"to the Temple at Jeruſalem, were now paid to Jupiter Capito- 
inn. By which; and many other Circumſtances, Jeſe phus was 
much confirny'd in his. Opinion, that God had forſaken the 
Feus, and Was becdme the God and Favourer of the Romans, 
and that Yeſpaſian was the promis'd Meſtah, His Opinion 
about Government was, that no ons could be advanc'd to a 
Throne but by God's ſpecial Favour, and he makes King 4. 
FF, grippathusſpeak to the cus. (F) It's evident that God is now 
Zone over to the Romans: For it's impoſſible that ſo great an 
B. £ "Empire 


r 
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(com. on Dan. In favour of their own Forgery under the Name of Ben. 

- Corion: That is extravagant in Praiſe of the cus. Where therefore the 
true Zo/ephus ſpeaks more likely and modeſtly, the Latter Jews aſperſe him 

- with Partiality to the Komens. H. D. (6) P. 36. (c) Jeſephus was legally a 
Roman, as far as Incorporation could make him fo. H. D. (4) L.7.c. 9. 

(e) Agellius l. 19. c. 9. if ihe ſame. Gl. i. c. 4. G l. 20. c. 8. C L. 2. c. 16. 
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and flatters the Romans, and gives wicked Characters of the 


to magnifie the Romans, whom he was afraid to diſpleaſe; and 
wrote as they would have him. And tho” theſe Cenſures of the 


touius Julianus that was Procurator of Juda in the very Time 


kad-deſtroy'd above 1100000, the holy City laid waſte ; 
Lemple ſo utterly deſtroy'd, as that there was ſcarce- 


Jupiter Capitolinus and that of Peace; and the very Shekels, 


A 
A 


res 5 sE Us. F 


"Empire ſhould be eſtabliſhed without God. For theſe Reaſoris | 
Joſephus thought favourably of he Religion of the Romans, 
and was pleas'd that many of the (a) Few:/h Opinions agreed 
with theirs. The Prodigies, that he ſaith happen'd before the 

Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, would agree better to Livy or Ta- 
citus than to a Fewiſh Hiſtorian. And he could not tell whe- 
ther he ſhould aſcribe his great Deliverance at 7otapata to 
Chance or Providence. And when Judas an Efene foretold the 
Death of Antigonus at Strato's Tower, the Prophecy was not 
tulfill'd at Cæſaren, which was famouſly fo call'd, but at a- 
nother (6) obſcure Place of that Name: Which ſeems copy'd 
from the Fable of the Death of Alexander King of Epirus at 
Pandouſia, as it's recorded by Livy and others. And what he 
relates of the (c Apples of Sodom and the Sabbatical Rivers 
more like a Romance, to entertain his Reader, than any R, 
gard to Truth: And the ridiculous Story of the Root Baras 
(d)feems borrow'd from the Moly of Homer or Circea of Dioſco- 
rides and Theophraſtus. The four Colours of the Veil of the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, he makes to be an Imitation of the fexr 
Elements, and the {even Candleſticks a Reſemblance of the ſe- 
ven Planets. The flying open of the great Brazen Gate of the 
Temple, is the fame as happen'd at Thebes juſt before the great 
Battle of the Lacedrmonians.at Leuctra, when the great Gates 
of the Temple of Hercules open'd of themſelves withqut any 
one's touching of them. [Cie. de Divinat. J Iomit many⸗ 0 
ther Things of the like Nature, from whence it's evident that 
Foſephus endeavour'd to greciſe and ſhape the Hiſtory of the 
Jews as like as he could to thoſe of the Greeks and Romans. 

And thus I have briefiy given his Sentiments when he wrote 

the Wars of the Jews; but he did not write his Books of An- 

 8iquities till the 13th Year of Domitian the Emperour, when he 
lad loſt his three great Patrons, two Emperours and a King, 

'/ and now betook himſelf to the Favour of Epaphratitus,.ts 

1 whom he dedicates his 20 Books of Antiquities, his own Ließ, 

and two Books againſt Apion. He had now ſeen his as. 

dye, without doing any Thing for the Fews, or anſwering ts 
Characters given him by the Prophets; by which Means he - 
ſeems now to have chang'd his Opinion, and to be grown ve. 

| ry looſe in his Sentiments about the My Rteries of Religion; a 

* great Latitudinarian, and chiefly addicted to the general Opi- 

nions of the Excellency of Virtue and Goodneſs, and the 

B 73 3 Agree- 


2 
— — „ em. A — 


3 Wars of ihe Frws, 2 2. 6. Fa (9 Wars of che vw. Ee . 
(c) Theſe are like the Progidies mention'd by Jaſon the TOE og 
cab . 5. 2, 3. 09 Wars of the Jews, L. 7: „ 
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other moral Sentiments: Wherein the wiſeſt of the cus, 
Heathens and Chriſtians were agreed, without any religious 
Eſtcem of ſuch Things as had been reveal'd toahe cus by 
Meſes and the Prophets. And of this it may be neceſſary to 
give ſome Inſtances. Circumciſion was one of the moſt ſacred 


Rites of the Zews, which God gave Abraham, and by which 


they were known to be his Seed: And yet when 7o/ephus is 
ſpeaking of the Antiquity of it, he leaveth the Mattcr doubt- 
ful betwixt Herodotus and Moſes, whether the Agyptians 
borrow'd it from the Fews, or the Fews from the Ze yprians. 
(a) He expreſly faith, that one might worſhip God without 
Circumciſion : So that he reſolv'd to obſerve the Fewiſh Laws, 
hat this was far better than Circumciſion, and that God would 
l pardon one that did omit it for fear of Perſecution. 
1 21 in this it's evident that Jeſephus comply'd with the 
bad Circumſtances the cus were in under the Emperour Do- 
mitian, by reaſon of their Circumciſion ; of which Suetonius 
 Hath theſe Words: Judaicus fiſcus acerbiſſime actus eſi. In- 
Ferfuiſſe me memini cum à Procuratore frequentifſimo concilio 
znſpiceretur nonagenarius ſenc x, an circumſettu} eſſe t. i. e. The 
Fewiſh Tribute was ſeverely collected. I remember that I was 
preſent when an old Man of ninety Years of Age was in agreat 
Aſſembly inſpefted by the Procurator, whether he was circunci- 
fed. or not. When Joſephus relates the miraculous Paſſage of the 
J/raelites through the Red Sea, he adds very diffidently, That 
he relates every Thing as it was in the Holy Books, and doubted 
whether the Sea went back of its ewn Accord, er by God's ſpe- 
cial Command ; and feems inclin'd to think it nothing elſe then 


| f . _ what happen i to Alexandria's Army at Pamphilia. In Conclu- 
S Bon he adds (e) That every one might think of itas he pleas' d. 


V hen he gives an Account of God's coming down to (d) Mount 
Sinai: He ſaith, Let every one believe cf it as he pleaſeth; 
ut he related no more than he found in the Holy Books. 
WM hen he faith, Tha? God was the Author of the Law of 
" Moſes, he adds, But (e) let every one think of theſe Things as 
ge pleqſeth. And the like Reflections he makes vpon Jo- 


nas's being ſwallow'd by a V\ hale, and Nebuchadnezzar be- 


ing ſeven Years in the Wilderneſs with the Beaſts. In his 
ſecond Bock againſt Arion, he faith, That Moles from his 


Juice and Piety might very well junge that he had Ged © 
For his Guide: and when he was once pcrſwaded of that hims 


elf, he did well to perſuade ihe People 16 think ſo too, guſt as 
re Greeks pretexged to have their Laws from Apollo, whether 
(% L. 20. c. 2. (c) L. a2. C. 16. (4) L. 3. 6. 4 (e) L. 3 . ult. 
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Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, in thoſe pureſt Times of - * I 
_ Chriſtianity, that it often happen'd, that they were deliverd } 
to Satan, The Eſſenes never troubled themſelves with Sa- 


_ obſerves that they had the Gift of Propheſp, and could fore. a 


Uh b 
?hey really thought ſo, o thought that the belt Way Io make theme 
receiv'd of the People. He ſaith, That the Jews keep their own 
Law and never cenſiine others, and de not laugh at or ſpeak a. 
gainſ# thoſe that are thought Gods by others: Of which Place 
Grotius (a) obſerves, that he undoubtedly flatter'd the Romans: 


And long before him Philo/torgius made the like Obſervation 


(b) that Jeſe phus was like one fearing to offend the Gentiles 
and taking great Care in his Books not to diſpleaſe them. 
Now the diſeſteeming the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law 
of Moſes, and ſetting ſo great a Value upon the Precepts of 
Morality, are two conſiderable Steps that Joſephus made to- 
wards the Doctrine of Chriſtiany: and whereas of all the Sechs 
of the cus Joſephus gives the beſt Character of, and ſeems 
to have the greateſt Eſteem for the Enes, ſo it's obſervable, 
that of all the Sects of the cus, they came neareft to the 
Chriſtians. The Efſenes were forbidden to keep any Changes 
of Coats or Shoes, as Chri/? alſo forbad his Diſciples, Marth. 
10. 10. The Enes were forbidden to ſwear, as Chri/# allo 
forbad the CHriſtians. The E//enes extommunicated Perſoas 
that liv'd unworthy of their Profeſſion; and of ſuch it was 
obſerv'd by them that they uſually camè to ſome untimely . 
End: Juſt as St. Paul obſerves of thoſe that profan'd the 


crifices ; but faſted often, and readily became Martyrs for 
their Religion. All which Things are very agreeable to the 


* 


Precepts of the Geſpel. Of the EHeizes, Joſephus particularly 


tel Things to come: and Iwill add in the laſt Place of them, 
that tho*' Chriſt vehemently cenſures the Phariſees and Sad- 
ducees, yet he never ſpoke one Word againſt the Rue. 
And when 7s/ephus, at the End of his ſecond Book againſt 
Apion, makes the Fewiſ/h Religion to conſiſt in Piety, Juſtice, 
Concord, and obſcrving God and his Providence, he comes 
very near the Deſcription of Chriſtianity. 

And having thus far obſerv'd 79/ephaus's Sentiments of relfe 
gious Matters, when he wrote his Antiqu#tzes ; let us fee, in 
the laſt Place, whether there is any Thing in that famous Ac- 
count he gives of our Saviour, that is not very agreeable to 
Jaſephiis, and the Time when he wrote. The Plate is Autig. 
Book 18. ch. 4. There was about that Time one Feſus a uiſè Man, 
if yet it be lawful to call bim a Man: he was a Worker of ſtrange 

we | 2 Mirasd les, 


0 * . . * * ” 
— 8 n 2 _— i 2 * * 822 
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Miracles, a Teacher of ſuch Men as would readily embrace vie 
Truth, and had many Followers both of Hebrews and Heleniſts » 
(i. e. Jews and Proſelytes: ) This was the famous Chriſt, who 
upon the Accuſation of the principal Men of the Jews was cruci- 
b Pontius Pilate ; and yet thoſe that firſt lov'd him did 
not forſake him: For he appear'd to them the third Day alive 
Again. Their holy Writers have declar'd theſe and many Thou- 
fand other wonderful Things of him. The Race of Chriſtians, 
which are fo call'd from him, remain to this Day. In all which 
I ſee nothing but what may agree to a Few, giving an Hiſto- 
rical Account of the Mairs of his own Nation to the Heathens; 
_ eſpecially what may agree to Fo/ephus, who (a) frequently tells 
his Reager, that he did not affirm the Truth of every Thing 
he related, but fairhfully tranſcrib'd what he found in their 
Books; and fo indifferently related the Opinions of the Pha- 
_ riſes, Saddacees, Eſſenes, and of the Followers of Judas Gali- 
Ans, and gives a particular Account of St. John Baptiſt, and 
St, James the Brother of Chri/?. So that it would have been 
Very ſtrange if Jaſephus ſhould have paſt by Chri/t and the 
Chriſtians, without taking afy notice of them, eſpecially at 
the 1375 Year of Domitian, when they were grown ſo very 
numerous. At the End of Nero's Reign, Hermas, Clement, Ta- 
citus, Lactantius, and Fulpitius Severus call thema great Mul- 
titude ; but at the End of Domitian's Reign, molt Countries 
were full of Chriſtians. Oroſius (b) calls the Chriſtian Church at 
that. Time, , Confirmatiffimam toto Orbe Eccleſiam, a Church 
fm eſtabliſh'd in all the World. Pliny not long after ſhews 
that Pontus and Bithynia were full of Chriſtians ; and even 
at, Rome there were ſo many, that Domitian was afraid of 
them, and their ſetting up of Criſi's Kingdom: And for 
That Reaſon raig'd a Perſecution againſt them. But becauſe 
lo many learned Men have employ'd their Pens to cenſure 
this Paragraph in 7o/ephus, as none of his; I will exa- 
mine it yet more particularly. 
Dhere was about that Time one Feſis (Tefus tis.) This is the 
proper Language of the Jes us'd by Tryphon in (c) Juſtin 
Martyr, (where Shriſt is called 7eſus, leſus tis) and by 
Zeſephus upon other Occaſions, as in his Wars of the Fews 
L. . c. 11. and 12. leſis tis. And even of Zenodorus a Te- __ 
Frarch, Ant. l. 15. c. 13. Zenodooros tis. He calls Banus, | 
tina Banun : allo Hyrcanus, l. 18. c. 8. Theudas, J. 20. c. 4, 
e) Pref. and Coneluſion of his Antiq. Alſo L. 10. c. 12: 
t ys 
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Awiſe Man (ſophos aner) the old Appellation of a Philoſopher , 
and no more than what the ſame Jeſe phus faith of St. John 
Baptiſt, who is called by him a good Man (agathos aner.) 
he may be called a Man who was a Worker of Miracles, 
(eige andra auton legein Chre.) Foſephus means that he ſeem'd 
more than a common Man, So when Pilate wrote to Tiberi- 


us, it was de Chriſto Dev. Tertullian and Pliny, that the 


Chriſtians ſang Chri/to quaſi Deo. That he did Miracles, is 
what the Jews own'd, John 11. 47. They ſaid, what do ue 
for this Man doth many Miracles. 1n Tuſtin Martyr's ay 
Dialogue with Tryphon the Jew, the Fews own thatduch Mi- 
racles ſeem'd to have been done, but imputed them to Ma- 
gick ; and both Ceſſus (b) and Porphyry, though bitter Ene- 
mies to the Chriſtians, confeſſed: that riſt did Miracles. 
Phlegon owns that Chriſt (c) foreknew future Things. Pilate 
gave the Emperor Tiberius Nero an Account of our Saviour's 
Miracles: As we are aſſur'd by Tertullian and Euſebius. And 
from that Account he underſtood, that he was a wiſe Man, 
and (d) Doer of Miracles (pbiloſophos kai thaumata poioon.) 
A Teacher of ſuch Men as would embrace the Truth. (didas- 
kaloos anthroopoon toon fun hedone te alethe dechomenoon. Pore 
phyry quotes many Oracles in the Praiſe of Chriſt, that de- 
clarèe him to be religious and immortal: To which Porphyry 
adds (e) that Chr iſt was pious and carry d to Heaven, and 
yet blames the Chr i/tians. 
 Trypho (f)a Few commended the holy Lives of Chriſtians; 
and (g) Galen an Heathen faith of the Chriſtians, that they 
were chaſl, much addicted to Prayer and Faſting, abſtain d 
from Injuries, &c. Nor is it a leſs advantagious Character 
that Pliny gives of them in his Epiſtle to Trajan: And e. 
plus allo in giving an Account of the Martyrdom of St. James 
highly commends him, and thoſe that took his Part, as Men 
moſt juſt and accurate about the Obſervance of the Lau. 
This was the famous Chriſt( ho Chriſtos hutos en) viz. He that 
' was the Author of Chriſtianity : For Joſephus wrote thoſe _ 
Books to inform Epaphroditus and the Heathens, who ( knew © 
him beſt by the Name of Chr:/#: For ſo he is call'd by Suetonius, 
Tacitus, and Pliny, and they ſay expreſly that the Chriſtians 
were * call'd from him. It's beyond the Tours and Deſign of 


Jeſe. 


(a) P. 55 (5 Origin contra Cel/am. Gril. contra Julian, lib. 
10.,. Heron. adv. Vigilant. (c) Orig. contra Gel/um, lib. 2 (d) Fo. 
| Malela p. 323. (e) See Euſeb. Dem. Evangel. p. 134. ( TN Tt. © 
Mart. p. 316. & 227. (g In Abulpharajus, p. 78. C4) * | 

Jeus and Heathens did Miracles by the Name of . | 


1 
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Jof pbus tb ex pound theſe Words of true and ſaving Faith in 


Chriſt ; for Jeſephus was (toon apiſtoon Teſu oos Chriſtu) a- 


mong thoſe that did not believe 7e/us to be the true Mef7as, 


as we are told by (a) Origen : But Foſephus deſign'd no more 


but to let us know, that this Fe/us was the ſame that was 
uſually (5) called Chriſt, and was the Author of Chri/tianity : 
Thus (c) elſewhere he tells us that St. ZFames was Brother 
Foon legomennu Chriſtu, to him that is called Chriſt. 
He was erucify'd by Pontius Plate. (4) This is a plain 
hiſtorical Truth recorded alſo by Tacitus, and the gets of 
Pilate: The Truth is, That Tacitus's Account of Chriſt is 
very agreeable to this of 7eo/ephus: Autor nominis tjus 
Chriſtus qui per Pontium Pilatum ſupplicio affectus erat. i. e. 


Chriſt was the Author of the Sect of the Chriſtians, who was 


erpeify'd by Pontius Pilate. And ſince it's evident that Ta- 
eitus had read Jo/ephrs, (for in his Hiſtory. J. 5. he ſaith, 
Expanſe repente delubri fores, & audita major humana vox 


excedere Deos, which is taken from Joſephus, I. 1. c. 6. 


metabainoomen enteuthen, &c.) it's more probable that he 
took his Account from 7oſe phus than from the Goſpel, and 
O be will be an early Evidence of the Authentickneſs and 
great Antiquity of this Paragraph in 7o/ephus. | 


He appear d to them the third Day alive again. Foſephus 


| here doth not relate his own but the Chri/tians Faith: And 
this is what he might not only learn from their Geſpels, but 
even from the Letter which Pilate ſent to Tiberius, and is in 
Part exftant in 7u/tin, Tertullian, and Oroſius: In which 
we have an expreſs Narrative of Chriſt's Riſing from the 
Dead the third Day: Beſides Ce//as witneſſeth that Chri/# 
zppear'd to his Followers after his Death. 1 

Their Holy Writers have declar'd theſe and many thouſand 
 wenderful Things of him (toon theioon prophetoon tauta te hai 
alla muria pri autu thaumaſia eirekptoon.) Theie Words hav- 


ing Reference to ?hem, i. e. the Chri/tians, in the former 
Sentence, ought properly to be expounded of the Writings 
Sf the Prophets. Thus 7o/ephus reckons the Books of Macca- 
" bees among the 7ew!ſh Prophets, and the Holy Books of the 
Effenes he calls (prophetoon apothegmata) the Doctrine of their 


Prophets : And this Senſe is here much confirm'd by the 
Word eiretotoon, which hath no Relation to the foretellin 


future Things, but properly ſignifieth Hiſtorically declarins; 
| N 5 thus 


— -¼— mer — 
(a) Contra Celſam. () The Heathens called him Chriſt, Lactant. 
p. 3673. (t) Antiq. J. 20. c. 8. (d) The Fews ſay that Chrift was 
propinquus Regni, and cruciſy'd on the Eve of the Paſſover, which they 
learned from the Goſpel that they had in Hebrew. | 
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thus Euſtathius upon Homer explains eiroo by angelloo, from 


whence cometh the Word Evangeliſt. And ſince the Books 
of the Goſpels were now generally received in the Chriſtian ' 
Churches, it may not ſeem ſtrange that Foſephus ſhould have 


' ſeen ſome of them. Tryphon the Few tells Fuſtin Martyr 


that he had read them, and fo the modern Fews do now. 
It's plain that he uſeth the Language of the Chriſtians, and 
the New Te/tament elſewhefeSas when he calls St. ohm 
the Baptiſti, and St, James the Brother of Chriſt. 

So that I (ce nothing in all this Account of Chriſt but what 


may well agree with 7o/ephus. And indeed it would be more 
ſtrange if ſuch an accurate Hiſtorian, and one that gives ſo 


full an Account of St. ohn Baptiſt and St. James, ſhould 
ſay nothing at all of Chri/? himſelf: And when afterwards 
he calls James the Brother of Chriſt, it may very well be 
ſuppoſed, that he had given ſome Account of Chriſt before. 
And laſtly it may be probably gueſſed, that, at the writing 
of his Antiquities, he began to think favourably of the Chri- 
ſtians. He comments St. Fohn Baptiſt and St. James as 
well as Chri/t, whom in his Wars of the Fews he never men- 
tion'd ; and never faith one Word of Veſpaſian, whom he had 
before "magnified as the Mefſias. He thought formerly that 
the Murder of Ananus and 7e/us were the true Cauſe of God's 


Anger againſt the Zews, and the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem. 


But in his Autiguities he makes the Murder of St- James the 


Apoſtle to have been the Cauſe of it, if we may give Credit 


to (a) Origene and Euſebius, It cannot ſeem ſtrange that 7 
ſephus ſnould ſay fo of St. ames, when (b) Maimenides him- 

ſelf declares that %ig Jeſus, who was put to Death by the 8an- 

hedrim, was the Cau/e of the Deſtruction of the Nation of the 
Jews, and was propheſy'd of by Daniel, Now, whereas Chri/# 
is calied by the Chri/tians, the Stone cut out without Hands, 
from Dan. 2. 45. (a Place which many () Jews, and parti- 


_ cularly 7ryphon in (d) Juſtin Martyr confeſled to belong to 


the Meffiah) Josephus, when he comes to ſpeak of the Mean- 
ing of it, plainly ſaith (e) that it was ſuch as he had no Mind 
to publiſh, and ſo tacitely hints the owning of J eſus to be the 


Meſſiah, tho' he would not openly confeſs it. But be his 


as it will, its certain that tho” 7oſephaes often conderans the 
Sadducees, accuſeth Theudas, Judas, and others, that ſet up 
for Prophets to draw People after them, yet never once voy 


| euſeth Chriſt or the te e 


ww Origene againſt Celjus, p. IS 86. Fuſeb. H. Feel. I. 2. 0. 23, ==: ES 
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Upon the whole I cannot ſee the leaſt Reaſon to think this 


Paſſage ſuppoſitious, it's quoted in the very ſame Words by 


Cuſebius, St. Jerome, 1ſidorus, Peluſiota, Sazomene, Rufinus, 
| Sophronius, Cedrenus, Freculphus, Suidas, Joan, Sarisb. Hege- 
; Hippus, Caſſiodorus, Nicephorus, and many other ancient Wri- 


ters: It's exſtant in all Copies and MSS. of 7Fo/ephus in the 


World, and in all Tranſlations ; particularly that made by St. 
Ambroſe, and which goeth under the Name of Hege/ippus, hath 
it at large twice, viz. in the ſecond Book, and again in the 
Anacephalæoſis. So that Tanagquil Faber, the great Oppoſer of 

this Paſſage of Joſephus, ſeems very aſſuming, when he ſays 


of this Hege/ippres, that Zoſephum eo accuſat nomine quod Reſur- 


rectionis Domini noſtri Feſu Chriſti non meminerit. i. e. Hegiſip- 


pus acciqeth Joſephus; for not mentioning the Reſurrection of 
Chri/t, (a) which is not only abſurd upon the Account that He- 


- geſippus is nothing elſe but a Corruption of the Word Joſephus, 
and that Book a free Tranſlation of it: But alſo that this Paſ- 
age about our Saviour is twice read at large. Ludovicus Vives 
was the firſt I met with that diſcover'd St. Ambroſe to have 
been the true Author of the Tranſlation that goes under the 
Name of Hegeſippus. His Words in his Book De Tradenda Diſci- 
* are theſe : Hegeſippus Latinus factus ab Ambroſio Medio- 
nfs Antiſtite, i. e. The Latin Hegeſippus was made by St. 
Ambroſe Biſhop of Milane. The old Latin Verſion of his Anti- 


23 made by the Care of Caſſiodorus hath this Place alſo. This | 


erfien hath been falſly father'd upon Rufinus, and tho? the 
old Copy at Milane hath been by ſome( h) Learned Men thought 


old as Rufonus, if not the very ſame Copy: Yet it's evident 
” from (e) Caffiedorus, that it was not at all Tranſlated into, 


Latin till 150 Years after Rufinus by Epiphanius Scholaſticus. 
And Laſtly the Hebrew Verſion of ſome Parts of Fo/zphus uſu- 
ally publiſh'd under the Name of Ben-Gorion hath this Paſ- 
age of 7o/ephus about our Saviour; for tho' it be not in the 


im perfect Edition of Munſter, which is but Part of that Work, 
Vet it's certain that it was in the complete Copies of that Bock. 


. Fagius in his Edition of the Tisby of Elias Levita, at the 
Word es puts down the whole Paragraph with this Pre face 
ii., Ego Paulus Fagius inter pres hujus Libelli, in honorem 
dere ee Redemptoris noſtri, huc referam que Scripta inve- 

munltur in libro Foſephi filii Gorton, cujus hec ſunt verba : 
Fajt ufdem temportbus Feſus, &c. i. e. I Paul Fagius [rterpre- 
ger of this Book, will relate here, for the Honour of Chriſt and our 
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| e) The ſame Miſtake is in Spanhein'? Dub. Eo. p. 537. 538. and 


i Sixtus Senenſis. (b) Mabilt. It. Ital. p. 12. & Pr. B. (c) De Inſlit. c. 15. 
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Redeemer, 
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lens JOSEPHES. © 13 
Redeemer, what is found written in a Book of Joſephus the 
Son of Gorion in theſe Words : There was at that Time. one 
Feſus, &c. and there inſerts this whole Paſlage as it is in the 
Greek Jeſephus. Baronius mentions an old Hcbrew Copy of 
Foſephus in which this Paſſage appear'd, but eraſed : And e- 
ven our old Engliſh Tranſlation of that Book by P. Marin 
hath this Paragraph at large: And moreover (a) Gira/dus 
Cambrenſis tells us, that Robertus Canutus (the Fryer of Sts 
Fridefwide, who liv'd-about the Year 1171, and was well 
ſkilPd in Hebrew) declar'd, that he found this Teſtimony con- 
cerning our Saviour in two Heprew Copies of 7oſephus ; and 
that it was eraſed in others ; as he made it appear to ſome 
Jes then living in Oxford. . _ 

So that in fine, there ſeems as much Frido for theTruth 
and Sincerity of this Place in Fo/ephus, as of any other in all 
his Works: And it would have been far more ſtrange, if ia 
his Circumſtances and Time when he wrote, he ſhould have 
faid nothing of Chriſt, than that he ſaith what he doth. Yet 
if any one deſires to he more fully ſatisfy'd in this particular, 
let him conſult Andreas Boſius's Exercitationes Hiſtor. Critic. 
Chr. Arnoldus's Collection of Letters concerning the Tei- 
mony of Foſephus : 2 5 s's Chronologia Sacra, cap. 17 2 
Huetius's Demon/t ratio Mangel. prop. 3: Bp. Parker's De- 
monſtration of the Divine Authority of the Law of Nature, 
and the Chriſtian Religion, 2 222, Cc. and Dr. Cave Ss Hi- 
ftoria Literaria, Part the 2d, p. 17. &c. >. 
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By way. of Enquiry into the Chronology of Joſephus in his 
AN T 1QUITI E be . 


Once the copies of Joſepbus have . alter'd and cor- 
J rupted, the beſt Method that I can propoſe for the Di _ 
covery bo his Chronology, is to make an exact Collection of 
ſuch Paſſages q; Zo/ephus, as were antiently quoted from him 
within two or three Hundred Years after he wrote, and i 
thoſe Books remain unahter'd, together with a diligent Pert 
uſal of the other Works of 7o/* phus, which, being written u 
on other Subjects, and not containing the Hiſtory af the Bible, 
are not ſo * to be alter'd to comply * either 1 4 
* n A 
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In Purſuance of this Method, the firſt Place that I ſhall pitch 

upon is that of Euſebius in his Hiſtory, J. 3. c. 10. where he 

_ quotes a large Paragraph our of 7o/ephus's firſt Book againſt > 
Apion, which aſſerts, that from the Beginning of the World 
to the Death of Mo/es was almoſt 3000 Years, his Words are 
wioos ho Chronos apoleipei trischilioon oligon etoon. Which 
Words Valeſius obſerves to be in all his old MSS. of Euſebius. 
Theſe ſame Words are alſo quoted by Nicephorus (Hiſt. Eccl. 
J. 1. p. 162.) and are at this Day to be read in all Prints 
MSS. and Verſions of Fo/ephus ; nor was this alter'd to com- 
ply with Greek and Hebrew Chrono/ogy ; fince it manifeſtly 

Agrees with neither. Our preſent Latin Zo/ephus tranſlates 
thoſe Words thus, Hoc tempus de tribus millibus annorum 
peululum minus eff. In the Verfion uſed by Bede (a) and 
Hermanus Contrattus, and which was probably that made 
by Epiphanius, they are tranſlated thus, Qui paulo minus ad _ 

US ria millia aunorum continentiam gerunt. The Word conti- 

mmi is uſted after the ſame Manner by Epiphanius in the Pre- 

= face to the Antiquities. Theſe fame Words of 7o/ephus are 

mice quoted by Bede in his Book de Ratione Temporum, and 

© his Apologetick Epiſtle, and alſo are in Hermannus Contrattus 

A. M. 2493. From all which we have a great Aſſurance that 

: this was the genuine Text of Zo/ephrs, and may receive far- 

- ther Confirmation from 7o/ephus in other Parts of his Works. 

In the Preface to his Autiquities he faith, That the Holy Books © 

of the Jews contain'd the Hiſtory of 5000 Years; and that 

4 be meant from the Beginning of the World to his Time, 

© appears partly from the Concluſion of his Antiguitie where 

be ſaith of his whole Hiſtory, that it was taken from the Sa- 

iY cred Writings : And more fully from the Beginning of his 

die Book againſt pion, where he ſaith, that his Books of Au- 

—_ . tiquities contain'd the Hiſtory of 5000 Years. And to take - x 
away all doubt, Joſephus in (b) three ſeveral Places, where 

A Copies agree, accounts 2000 Years from Maſes to his 
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EE Time, as (e Philo doth likewiſe. Now if we add theſe 2000 
Tears from Moſes to his Time to the almoſt 3000 Years from 


"> Adam to Mofes,- it makes up the Sum of almpſt 5000 Years 3 
 Fom Adam to the Time of Joſephus. (d) Orrgene alſo ſaltũn, 
© That from Adam #0 the 70th Year of Chris Oeconomy 7 f 
4090 fears; and tho' he doth not there quote Foſephus, yet I 
es manifeſt that he took it from him. For 1/7, That Num- 
VVV ö ber 


(a) De Nat. rerum. fil. 76. (5) Via. In the Preface and Conclu- 
_ / of his Antiquities, and in his firſt Book againſt Apion. (c) In Zu- 
eo. de Prap. Evang. I. 9. () Homil. on Matth. 29. . 


> <0 
* 


ber is widely different from the Hebrew and Septuagint, but 


* 


neee  ——_ 


agrecth with 7o/ephus. 2dly, In that ſame Homily he twice 


quotes the Hiſtory of the Fews, and the Mars of the Jeus, 


1 


and undoubtedly meant thoſe of Foſephus. Zaly, The 70th 
Year of Chriſt's Oeconomy is the very Time where 7o/ephus's 
Books end. And, to ſhew that there is no Miltake in, that 
Number of Qrigene, he adds in the ſame Place, tha! it was 
4830 Years from Adam to Chriſt, From all which it ſeems 
evident that Jeſephus accounted almoſt 3000 Years from 
Adam to the Death of Moſes, and almoſt 00 Years from 
Adam to his own Time. _ 44 | 

The next Place I come to conſider, is in the ſame Book of 
Origene, Hom. 10. f. 25. where he obſerves, that it was as 
long from Adam to Noah (i. e. the Flood) as from Moſes to 
Chriſt. Now if with Origene we aſſign 4830 Years from 4 
dam to Chriſt, and if according to the (a) Hebrew we account 


1656 Years to the Flood, we ſhall find juſt ſo many Years in 


Joſephus to Chriſt, And becauſe I would not yet make uſe 
of the preſent Copies of Joſephus, we may take this Period 
out of Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. p. 250. where he quotes Jo/ephus” 
from a yet elder Author that flouriſh'd under Antonius Pius, 
and ſo near to Foſephus's Tims, vis, That from Moles (i. e. 
the coming out of Apypt) to David was ) 585 Tears, from 
David fo the 2d of Veipaſian 1179 Years, both together 1764 


Tears. Now if from that Sum we take 40 Years that Mo/es 


was in the Wilderneſs, and 7@ Years of Ghri/t's Oeconomy, * - 


there will remain 1657 Years from Mo/es's Death to Chri/t's 


Birth: Which he thus takes from 7o/ephus, andewhich de- 
monſtrates that in the Time of 0rigene, ahl before the 


| Miſtake of -4 for 8, and then both will be 1767» 2 2 


Flood agreed with the Hebrew. And if we ſubſtratt twice 


1656. 1. e. 3312 out gf 4830, there will remain for the Space 
. betwixt the Flood and the Death of Muſes 1518 Years, Which 


is very near what we now read for that Period. And if wt 
put all this together, the Chronology of Foſephies will ſtand 


thus: | 


From Adam to the Flood 1656 Years, to the Death of Mo- 
ſes 1518, to the Birth of Chri/t 1656, to the 12th of Nero 
70 Years, in allYgoa Years, or according to Zoſephus, al- 
molt 5009 Years from Adam to his Time at the 134 Year 
of Domitian. eee * 

| 8 Before 


* 
* 


—— — — — — — 
(a) In the * Chron. from Moſes's Exodus to the ra wales, 
are 1671 Years, if the Ara Chriſti were four Years fooner than it was 

to that 1657 Years juſt as Origene is. (6) In the firſt Sum is a m5 
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# Before I proceed te a more diſtinct C ſideration of Par 
*iculars, it will be neceſſary to ſhew what Evidence there is (til 
Heft in the preſent Copies and MSS, of 7oſephus, that he fof- 
'tow'd the Hebrew: before the Flood, and the Greek after it. 
The Period before the Flood agreeth with the Hebrew. It, 

In the Age of Lamech's begetting Noah, the Hebrew is 182, 
the Greek 188, the Difference only in the laſt Figure. Now 
all Copies, Ver ſions, and. MSS. of Joſæphus have two in the 

Laſt Place according to the Hebrew, and not eight according 

do the Greek. 2d/y, In the Age that Enoch begat at, the He- 
zreu is 65, the Greek 165. Now the Copies and MSS. of 

Joſepbus here agree with the Hebrew againſt the Greek. 3dly, 

The Hebreu accounts to the Flood 1656 Years, the Greek 
2242 Tears. Now there are no Capies of 7o/cphus that agree 

with the Greek: Buttheyt have either 2 656, or elſe 1-56, the 
Number of Hundreds being wanting; and either Way there 

are manifeſt Footſteps of Agreement with the Hebreu. Laſt- 

ly, Zeſephes faith of this Periad, That he tranſerib'd theYearg- 
from the ho/yBooks with great Accuracy; where, by holy Books: 
de meant the Hebrew. And fo in his Preface to his Antiqui- 
ties, tho? the Seventy tranilated the Books of Moſes, yet there 
are many more Things in the holy Writings (that is the He- 

Breu) Which he deſign'd to explain. And againſt Apion, l. 1. 

:4 'he faith, That he wrote his- Hiſtory in Greek from the holy 

Boos, i. e. the Hebrew" Books: And again he faith, That he, 
tranſlated his Antiquities fromthe holy Books, as underſtand» 
ing thoſe Letters, 5. e. the Hebrew Books and Letters. 

| The Period next after the Flood agreeth with the Greek. . 

For, 1/7, Moſt of the preſent Greek Copies here follow the 

Seventy. zd, The old Greek Gopy of Epiphanius here cer- 
tainly follow'd the Seventy : For fo Freculphus about A. D. 
800, in Chron, T. 1.1; 1. cap. 35. De numero Annorum 2 
Diluvio uſque ad nativitatem Abrahe aliter Joſephus atque 
ILXX. interpretes & Euſebius ſentiunt quam in Hebraica ve- 

ritate continetur ; and afterwards adds, that the Hebrew has 

292 Years, the Sevexty ind Euſebius 942 Years, 2 quibus 
Joſephus no Huge exorbitat. 3dly, Teſephug ſaith, that Pha- 

leg was born at the Diviſion of Tongues But thoſe: that 

| Allow the. Hebrew ſay, that it was at the Death of Pha- 
teg, finding. 100 Years too few for the Peopling of the 


* 


; L World. 4thly, They. that follow the Hebrew make Sem. to 
- be Melchi/ederh, as Being then alive in the Days of Abraham 
_ necording to their Chronology. But Teſephus (a) faith, that 


he 
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ge was 2 Chanaanitiſh King, and hath not the leaſt Hint of fs 


ſtrange a Thing, that 4braham's great Grand-Father's great 
Grand-Father's Grand-Father Sem ſhould be then alive ts 
bleſs him. 5%, Since Focktan in Foſephus is elder Brother 
of Phateg, and had 13 Sons at the Building of Babel that gave 
Names to Countries, it's impoſſible that Phaleg ſhould” be 
born in the 30t4 Year of Heber, but muſt be at leaſt born at- 
cording to the Seventy in the 134th Year of his Father, And 
laſtiy, In this Period of Time Jeſephus hath no Intimation 
that he took his Years from the Hebrew, as he had of the 
Period before the Flood. From all which it is very probable 
that Foſephus follow'd the Hebrew before the Flood, and the 
Seventy after it, Yet he ſeems to have differ'd both from the 


Hebrew and Creek in one Inftance before the Flood, and one 
after it. In the Period before the Flood he differs from the 


Hebrew. in the Age of Jared's begetting nach, and inclin'd 
to the Samaritan, and had 62 inſtead of 162, and thereby 


«te 6 
_— 


d 


—— —— a e ee 
Ft Samaritan | Hebrew |} Septuagint | 
dam | T3230 130 7 4 80 + | 2 
Seth TB 
— l ö 1 5 3 — — 205 0 1 
nos 2 90 1 190 1 
. W 5 . e * : 

: _ Kainaan , FE EIT. BIS Þ 
Maleleel }---.. 65 66% ot 
red 562 10% J. 
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In this Table the Samaritan and Hebrew agree in all but 
the Age of 7ared's begetting Enoch, the Septuagint exceed the 
Hebreu by an hundred Years in every ene bur in that of 74. 
red. So that in the Hebrew Copies, which they uſed; ir was 


62. Jeſephus here made 7ared's Begettingg proportionable to 


that of his Son after him at 65, his Father at 6s, his Grand- 
Father at 70, andmhis great Grand-Father at 90. And that 
this was really the Mind of 7o/ephus will appear; /, From 


the adjuſting the Particulars to the general-Sums I have laid 
down, and making them to the Death of Mo/es to be almoſt 


3000 Years. 2dly, From 7c/: Antig l. 16. c. 16. where. it is 
laid, that the Temple was deſtroy'd hg? Years after the Flood, 
and 3513 Years after /dam. Taking the firſt Som from the 


lecond, we leave 1.556 Years betwint a ane the Flcod, 


Fs 3% 
1 


made that Numbet more ſuitable to the reſt, as may appear 
by this Table. $ +. 


* 
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that is one hundred leſs than the Hebrew. And in theſe Num- 
bers there is 2 great Agreement of Greek and Latin Copies . - 
80 Zonaras read the Greek in his Time, and fo Freculphus. 
read the Latin in his Time; and the Numbers, though falſe, 

t are pfoportionable, and hav bog 500 wanting in each of 
them. 3dly, All the Greek MSS. of 7e/ephus, even thoſe that 
follow the Septuagint, give but 6: 5 Years'to the Age that Enoch 
begat at. They have left out 100 Years from Enoch, which 
ſhould have been taken from his Father Jared, as in the A- 
ges after the Flood in almoſt all MSS. of Foſephus: And the, 
Years of Raga and Saruch are interchang'd, who are the 675 
and 7th Patriarchs after the Flood, as * and Enoch are the 
6th and 7th before the Flood. 

In the Period next after the Food, there is no We 
of Toſephus from the Seventy,” except only in the Age of Nay 
chor's Begetting*Terah ; and here is ſo great TROY; wy 
| ene diſcover what to follow. 


. 
5 
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"Sinus Editions of the Seventy, as that of "ATWO WES ” 


and Rome, have. SE 179 
Other Editions of ke Seventy have only 1 79 
+; Theophilns ad 8 15s 75 
© 'The Hebrew „ | 29 
10 Thecbamaritan 2 79 1 
The Vulgar latin, and ſome copies of Foſephus, 1. 28 / 
„ The A Greek Gopics of Zeſephus 1 
As Carretted by Voſſius 129 
een ehe Leron rend in Foſeph. n bber above 79 
J n _ mace above-cited | 109 


FY For finceOrige ene counted I 518 Yours from the Flood to 
the Death of Mobs, And excluſively of the Year of the Death 
ef Mefes 151% Tears, and the Seventy leaving out Ghai 
2d (as Toſepfues did) account only 1487 to that Space, it 8 evi- 
dent-that in;2r:igen's Gopy of Joſephus he read 48 Years more 
than the Seventy, and inſtead of 79 read 109 exnaton kai ela- 
toſton. -Amidit this great Variety and Uncertainty, if we read 
in this one Place, inſtead of Crigen's ennaton hai ekatoſton 
(with very ſmall Alteration) ennatoir kai eikoſton, which is 
| conſonant to the: Hebrew, Joſephus will agree exactly with 
all the Obſervations I have made: And from Adam to the 
catch of Maſes will be 2993 Years, i. e. almoſt 3000 Years, 
+»: Theſe Things being donfider'd, the ane of Vater 
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Adam 130 sem 2 To the Promiſe made ? 1 
Seth 105 Arphaxad 135 to Abraham. - _ 73 | 
Enos g9oq Sala 130 * 


Kainaan 50 Heber 134 To the Coming out of? 
Maleleel 65 Phaleg 130 Agypt. 5 $436 | 
Jared 62 Ragau 132 . 1 
Enoch 65 Saruch 130 To the Death of Mo-? 40 
Methuſelah 187 Nachor 29 ſes. n : — 
Lamech 182 Terah I0 ? 545 
Nn e | | $95 ne CNT 
1556 N 


All three Sums together 2993, and fo according to Je- 
ꝓpbus utoos ho Chronoos apoleipei triſchilioon oligon etoon, i. e. 
This Space is but a little ſhort of 3000 Tears. The Sums of the 
four firſt Books (uſually printed at the beginning of Joſephus) 


have 3093. - Now if we caſt away One hundred from the 


Age of Jared, which ſeems to have crept into the Text even 


| before Origen's Time, we have this very Sum of 2993 Years. 


There are ſeveral Things that might 33 to 
follow the Hebrew before the Flood and the LXN. after it: 
(Which is a Sort of Chronology affected by St. Auſtin, De 


Civ. Dei. I. 15. c. 13. and which he moſt probably took 


from Foſephus.) But the Principal ate theſe : _ | 
1/t. That he being well ſkill'd in Hebrew and Greet, and 
having a great Eſteem for both Editiam of the Bible, did in- 
differently make uſe of both, and ſometimes followed one 
and ſometimes the other. . . 
24ly. Hebrew was his own Native Language: He wrote his 
Hiſtory of the Few:/h Wars in Hebrew firſt, and made ſeveral 
peeches to the cus in Hebrew to perſuade them to furren« 
der, and in many Places (where all Copies agree) followeth 
the Hebrew Bible, where it differs frim the Septuagint. As 1%, 
Joſephus and the Hebrew leave out he 24 Chanaan Son of A.. 
phaxad, who is in the LXX. 2dly, Gen. 46. 22. Joſephus and 
the Hebrew have 14, the Greek 18. zaly, Gen. 47. 27. Joſe- 


bl phus and the Hebrew have 70, the Septuagint have 75, and ſo 


are quoted by St; Luke Acts 7. 14, 1 Aly, Gen. 22. 2. 
Joſephus and the Hebrew have the Land gf Moreab, the LRX. 
have fen gen upſelen. 5thly, Numb. 4. 3. Foſephus and the He- 
brew have 30 Years Old, the Greek 2:5 Tears 018. 6thly, 2 Sam. 
24. 13. Foſephus.and the Hebrew have 7 Tears Famine, the 
Greek 3 Tears, »7thly, 1 Sam. 4. 18. Foſephus and the Hebrew - 
have EliGovern'd 40 Tears,” the Greek bay 20 Tears, obſerv'd 
e 2 diormerly 


Tus Stgconp Dis cov s 


formerly by Syncellus, p. 176. 8thly, 1 Kings 4. 32. Jeſephus 
and the Hebrew kave 1005. the Greek 5000. * gthly, 1 Kings 
t. 2. Joſephus and the Hebrew have 3 Years, the Greek 6 
Tears. 1othly, Eſther 1. 5. Foſephus and the Hebrew have 
7 Days, the Greek 6 Days. 11thly, E/ther g. 16. Joſephus 
and the Hebrew have 76 Thouſand, the Greek 15 Thouſand. 

34ly, He underſtood Greek alſo, had a great Veneration 
for the Ver ſion of the LXE, and relates the whole Hiſtory of it 


from Ari/teas, and frequently made uſe of it in his Antiquities, 


As I/, Gen. 7. 11, Joſephus and the LXX. have the 27th Day, 
the Hebrew and Samaritan the 317th Day. 2dly, Exod. 12. 40. 
Foſephus and the Greek have the 1/raelites in Chanaan and 
Egypt 430 Years, the Hebrew in Agypt 430 Years. 3dly, 
1 Sam. 11. 8. Zoſephus and the Greek have Fudah yoooo, the 
Hebrew Judah 30000. 4thly, 1 Sam. 15. 4. Joſephus and the 
Greek have Gilpal, the Hebrew Telaim. 5thly, 1 Sam. 15. 4. 

Joſephus and the Greek have Iſrael 400000. the Hebrew Iſrael 
260900.  6thly, 1 Sam. 15. 4. Foſephus and the Greek have 


Juda 30000, the Hebrew Judah 0000. 7thly, 1 Sam. 22. 18. 


Foſephus and the Greek have 305 Prieſts, the Hebrew 85 Prieſts, 
obler ved by St. Hierom, Tom. 3. p. 71. 8thly, 2 Sam. 8. 13. 
Joſephus and the Greek have Idumæans, the Hebrew Syrians. 
'9thly, 2 Sam. 25. 15. Joſephus and the Greek have till Dinner- 
time, the Hebrew-till the Time appointed. 10%%, E/ther 
9. 26. Joſephus and the Greek have Phrurai, the Hebrew 
Purim. -x1thly;:Foſephus relates the Contention of the Fews 
before Darius about what is the ſtrongeſt, which is not at 
all in the Hebrew but Greece E/dras. + 
 * grebly, Joſephus many Times differ'd from them both: As 
2/t, Gen. 13. 18. the Hebrew has Plain of Mambre, the Greek 
the Oak of Mamre, but Foſephus the Oak of Ogyges. 24ly, 
Gen, 35. 28. the Hebrew and Greek bave Iſaac dy'd 189 Years 
Old, Joſephus faith [face dy'd 185 Years Old. 3dly, Neemb. 
3. 39. the Hebrew and the Greek have 22000, 7oſephus 22880. 
gthly, 1 Sam. 18.25. the Hebrew and the Greek have 100 
Foreskins. Jeſtphus Gs not Foreskins but Heads, krphalas : 


he thus alter'd it to make it more compliable to the Way of 


the Romans. Sthly, 2 Sam. 3. 14. the Hebrew and the Greek 
have 100, Juſephns:6oo. Gthly, 2 Sam. 15. 7. the Hebrew 


and the Greek have qo. Years, Fo/ephus 4 Years. 7thly, 1 Kings + 
6. 1. the Hebrewand the Greek have 480 or 440, 7eo/ephus 592 
8thly, 1 Kings 12. 33. the Hebrew and the Greek the 84h Month, 


.Foſephus the th. gthly, 1 Chron. 22. 14. the Hebrew and the 


 G#eek have 100000 Talents of Gold, Jaſephus 10000 Ta- ; 
lents of Gold. 1othly, 1 Chron, 22. 14. the Hebreu and the 
<a "OY cen 
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Greek have 1000000 Talents of Silver, Toſephus 100000- Ta- 
lents of Silver. irthly, Neh. 2. 1. the Hebrew and the 


| Greek have the 20th of Artaxerxes, Joſephus . the 25th Year 


of Xerxes. 12thly, Neh. 13. 6. the Hebrew and Greek have 


the 324 Year of Artaxerxes, Joſephus the 38th Year of 


Kerxes. Not to mention his making Solomon Reign 80 
Years, and is therein folow'd by Tyheodoret on 1 Kings g. 3 Fo 
and Procepius on the ſame Place, &c. 
5thly, To reconcile Numbers that were different he took 

a middle Proportion. As 2 Sam. 8.4. the Hebrew has 700 
Horſemen, the Greek 75000 Horſemen, in 7oſephus 5000 
Horſemen. 2 Sam. 24. 9. the Hebrew and the Greek have 
1/rael 800000, but 1 Chron. 21. f. the Hebrew and the Greek 
have 1100000, Fofe ephus hath Iirael gooogo. | 

From all which it's evident that in compiling of his Mi- 
ſtory he had both by: and Greek of the Old Teſta- 
ment before him ; and imes made uſe of one ſometimes 
the other : And when he thought there was Reaſon, did nor 
ſcruple to recede from both. 

The next conſiderable Period is, from the Death of Moſes 
the laying the Foundation of So/omen's Temple in the 4th 
Year of Solomon, 552 Years: To which add the 40 Years 
in the 1 and it will be 592 Years from the coming 
out of Agypt : And ſo Joſephus hath it exprelly in the 
8th Book of his Antiquities and the 3d chap. Again from 
Feſhua to David's taking Feruſalem are 515 Years, Antig. 
J. 7. c. 3.add 33 of David and 4 of Solomon, and we have 
552 Years. Add the 40 in the Wi/dernefs, and they make 
592 as before. Again Antiq. I. 10. b. 11. Nebuchadnezzar 
hurnt the 7. emple | in the Year 470, after its building by So- 
lomon, and in the Year 1962 after the coming out of Agypt. 
Take the 1/7 Number out of the 24, and there will remain 
592 from the coming, out of Agypt to Solomon's Temple. A- 
gain, the Sum of the 5th Bock is 476. of the 6/h Book 32. 


of the 7th Book 40. and 4 Years of Solomon. All which make 
** 552. ſo that if we add 49 in the Mildernæſt, the whole will 
de 592. Clem. Alex. in Strom. 1. p. 2 50. quotes Joſephus 
bor ſaying that from Mo/es (i. e. the coming out of Ægypt) 
to David are 588 Years. Add the 4 Years. of Solomon and 
VLVou have again 592 Years, Sulpicius Severus omitting i | 
4 Years Rant for that Period only 588 Years : 


Now to . all wy more evident I wh inſert the Parti- 
culars thus; 


V 
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Moſes in the Wilderneſs _ Samuel and Saul 58 
nu 426 © David | 40 
Othoniel 40 Solomon 14 
Ahod . 80 | In all 480 
Deborah and Barach 40 Servitudes under 
Fees ON 40 Cuſhan _— 2 
Abimelech e — - -: 18 - 
Thola | 23 Jabin and Chanaanites 20 
Jair 22 Madianites 8 
Fe 6 Ammonites 18 
Ibſan 7 Philiſtines ; 40 
Elon N 10 EI In all 111 
Abdon 793 The 475 Year of Solomon 1 
Sampſon 289 To which add 480 
. 0 And the whole will be 59 2 


- 


The Greek Copies of- Foſephus ſay that Saul reign'd 22 
Years after Samuel, and ſo Zanaras read it, but Epiphanius 
and the Latin Ver ſions have only 2. Clemens Alexandrinus, 
(Strom. 1. p..238.) ſaith that Saul dy'd two Years after Sa- 
muel, and Theophilus ad Autol. giveth Samuel 12 and Saul 20, 
together 32 Years according to Jeſephus. The Fews in Se- 

der Olam and other Books give Saul only 2 Years, that is, af- 
ter the Death of Samuel. That Sau reign'd in all but 20 
Years is expreſs'd in Joſephus, Antig. l. 10. c. 10. 


Some few Things may be objected againſt this Number of 


Tears for this Period which muſt be conſider'd. 
I. Tis objetted that after the Death of 7o/hua they were 
18 Years without a Prince. 70%. Antig. /. 6. c. 5. 


It may be anſwer'd, that it ought to be read only 8 Years, 


and is to be underſtood of their Servitude under Cuſban. 


II. Tis objected that according to 7o/cphus (Anti. I. 20. 4 


e. 18.) from the coming out of Ægypt to Solomon's Temple 
are 612 Years, and juſt ſo it is read in, Phozivs and Hegeſip- 
2. e. 13. | | | | 
171 anſwer, Joſephus here gives an Account of the Time 
from the coming out of Ægypt, to the Dedication of the Tem- 
e, and the firſt Prieſts that ſerv'd in it and left off the Ta- 
SBernacle. Now that was juſt 20 Years from the Foundation of 
it laid by Solomon. (Compare 1 Kings 9. 10. and 2 Chron, 


8. 1. and the Septuagint, 1 King 8. 1.) So that if to the 


592 Years to the laying the Foundation of Solomon's Temple 
we add 20, we have this very Sum of 612 Years, So alſo Sup. 


o 


deve rus p. 187. Capium Templi opus vigeſimo anno explicuit. ] 
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The next Period is from the Foundation of the Temple to 
its Deſtruction by Nebuchad. viz. 47 Tears 6 Months and 
io Days. Foſephus is expreſs as to this, Antig. I. 10. c. 10. 
in which Place alſo from the Children of Iſrael's gomg out of 
Agypt to the Deſtruction of the Temple are 1062 Years. 
Take out thence the Space to the Building of the Temple, 
592 Tears; and there will remain for the Duration of the 
Temple 470 Years: And the Reading of that Place is con- 


firm'd by Zonaras and Freculphus. Again Antiq. l. 10. c. 


10. the Kings of the Race of David reign'd 514 Years 6 
Months and 10 Days: From which Number take away 46 
of David and 4 of Solomon, and there will remain 470 Vears 
6 Months and 10 Days. Again Antig. I. 11. c. 4. the Kings 


reign'd 533 Years, take away for Saul 20, David 40,' and So- 


lomon 4, there will remain from the Foundation of the Tem- 


a ple to the Captivity, 470 Years 6 Months and 10 Days. There 
1s (I confeſs) a ſmall Difference in the Latin Edition, and 
in that of Freculphus and the Greek of Zonaras p. '1267who 

have but 532 Years 6 Months and 10 Days. ' 


The Particulars of this Sum we may make up from FY 


veral Parts of 7oſephus molt eaſily thus. | 5 


From Sole s laying the Foundation 2 Ye 12 

ol che Temple to his Death. Fo 1. S. c. oh d Tears. 

From Rehoboam to the Captivity of the „ 260 Vears, as it 
ten Tribes. l. 9. c. 15. ſhould be read- 

From thence to the Captivity by Ne- : 2 133 Years, Correct. 
buchadnezzar. l. 10. c. 11. ed fo by Veſſs: 


In all 479 Years. wo 


In moſt of the preſent Copies of Toſephus, l.. c. 1x. Mere 
is 240 inſtead of#60. and in J. 10. c. II. we have 130 ind 
of 133. | 


Again the Sum of the 875 Book 163 Yours 80 us, the 


of the 9th Book 177 Years > Greek 182, the 
of the 1075 Book 203 Tears Latin 230, 


343 


Take away three Years of Soltmiii, 2 | 
and 70 Years of. the Captivity, 73 


There remains from the Building 5 $47 1 
to the Ruin. of the Temple 470 Years. 
+ 5 «. RES Ef | 2 > Tt 
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It may be objected, that Antig. J. 20. c. 13. we. have 
from Soloman's Temple built to its Deſtruction 466 Years. 

Fo which is anſwer'd, That the Tranſlation by Ambroſa 
had in this Place of Foſephus 460 Years 6 Months and 1& 
Pays. It ſhould be 450 Years 6 Months and 10 Days, and: 
there are to be accounted from the Dedication of the Temple : 
612 Years after the coming out of Ægypt. 

It is obſervable that whenſoever 7o/ephus gives the Time- 
of the Burning of the Temple, whether from Solomou's. build- 
ing it, from the Flood, or from Adam, yet ſtill he adds to the 
Sum 6 Months and 10 Days: Whereas-it is certain that the 
Temple was burnt the 10th Day of the Month 4b, which is 
the Ft % Month. - Foſephus therefore is to be underſtood ac- 
cording to the Order of the Months among the Romans, for 
whoſe Sake he wrote, and ſo calls Adar March, Niſan April, 
Jiar May, Sivan June, Tamuz July, 4b. Auguſt, or Sextilis, 
the 644 Month among the Romans and therefore in his; 
Mars of the Jews, I. 7. c. g. he faith the Temple was burnt ' 
Auguſt the 10th, and in his Wars with the Fes April is Nifan. 
In Feſephus (l. 10. c. 11.) the Greek and Latin Copies ſay 7 
that from David 21. Kings reign'd to the Captivity, 514 Years #! 
6 Months and 10:Days. Take away 44 for David and Solo-; 
mon. and there are 479 Years 6 Months and 10 Days. 4 

Voſſius p. 126. faith that the old Paris MSS. of Joſephus hath © 
from dam vo the Burning of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar EC 
4000 Years. According to my Account it comes to 4015, and 
perhaps the odd 15 may be in the MSS, tho' omitted by YVoſftus: 

From the Burning of the Temple to tho firſt of Cyrus, feſe- 
pſus hath 70 Years: For, 
 - 1h, Antiq. l. 11. c. 1. The firſt of Cyrus is the 701% Year. 
from the beginning of the Cuptivity. No the Gaptivity be- 
gan at the Burning of the Temple. For (I. 10. c. 11.0 the 234 
Year of Nehuchadnezzar is the 5th Year of rael's Captivity. 

24, Antig. I. 17. c. 18. Seventy Years after the Burn- 
ing of the Temple they return'd from Babylon, and that une. 
doubtedly was the m_ m_ of Cyrus. | 

3dly, Antig. I. 11, From {/aiah to the Burning of 
the Fempte by eee 140 Years: From Ifaiah to 
the xt of Cyrus. 2 ro Years : Therefore from the Burning of 
the Temple to the 1ſt of Cyrus are 0 Years. 

-4rhly, Antiq. l. ao cult. From the Burning of the Ten- 
ple by Nebuchatnezzar to the firſt of Cyrus, when the Fews 
return'd from Captivity, are 7Q Years. 

ci, Antiq. I. 19. c, 11, The Temple lay Deſolate-70. 
Fears, and hey ended he firſt of ares. _ 
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6:hly, Joſephus( Antig. J. 10. c. 12.) hath theParticulars thus: 
Nebuchad. 43 Years. Evilmerodoch 18 Years. Niri- 
coaſſur or Egreſſarius 40 Years. Laboſadarchus 9 Months. 
Balthaſar or "Nabonidus 17 Years. | Cyrus 1. In all, 119 
Years and 9 Months. So that if we take out 17 Years of Ne. 
buckadnezzar, there will be left for the Captivity 102 Years. 
9g Months, which is certainly (a) falfe; and ſhould be thus: 
 Nebuchadnezzar 43 Years. Evilmerodach 12 Years. Niri« 
gliſſor 14 Years. Lavofodarchus ꝙ Months. Nabonidus 17 
Years. Cyrus 1 Year. Imrall-87 Vears and 9 Months. If we 
then take out'17 Years of Nebuchadnezzar, there will re:n in 
70 Years and y Months. So that thectirſt Year of Cyrus was 
the 70th of the Captivity : And this Account, tho“ falſe, yet 
agreeth with 7o/ephus, and was taken thenee by that Anony- 
mous Author, whom Sulpicius Severus, 1. 2. c. 31. hath. 
tranſcrib'd thus: Nebuchadnezzar 43. Evilmerodoch 12. (b) 4 
Belthaxar 14. Darius Medus 18. Grun 1. In all 88. 
Prom the firſtYear of Cyrus to the Time of Alexander scon- 
quering Darius (3. e. the whole Space of the Pran Monar- 
ch) Foſephas%hath 246 Years. So Antige l. 12. c. 10. from 
the Prophecy of Daniel in the firſt Vear of Darius (who with 
Cyrus took Babylon) to the Deſtruttion of the Temple by Anti- 
ochus are 408 Years, as tis quoted by Cegrenus, p. 191. 
Now that Prop banation by Autioc hug was in the 145thYearof 
Seleucus (Antig. I. 12. c. fo.) which Hire began the 185% Year 
after Alexander's Conquelt of Darius. If we therefore take: 
44 and 18. (i. e. 162) from 408, there will n 246, 
Years for the Duration of the Perſian Monarchy. 
* 24ly, Antiq. J. 20. c. 18. From: the firſt * to At- 
cc hus Eupator are 414 Years, which Words are quoted from 
Fofephus by Photius and Hegeſinpus. Now Joſephus ſaith of 
Antischus Epiphanes, that he, dying in the 10958 Year of Se- 
+ lJeucus, left the Kingdom to Eupator, Antiq. I. La. c. 13. and: 
= Eupator's firſt Year was the 150th of Seleucus, to which add 1 
18 trom the Conqueſt of Alexander over Darius (i. e. in all 
168) and take that out of 414, there with remain for the * 
i zds 8 246 Years. | 
34%, The Sum of the 11th Book 1 18 2 253 Years, and con · 
'F tains the Space from the firſt of C 2 to a n of Alexan- 
I : | r 
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(a) Jede enumerando Neger Bab. wy ramen pe lic ſcripſit, & 
non codex fallit mendoſus) {crikit Neb. 43. Evilm. 18. c. ut habet 
Jt HoFmamuas Gortrofus in Chron. fic & Freculphus Lexov. & Beda de Nat. 

Rerum. fol. 76. 050 Gprian in Comp. ds Paſch. 2 68, dit- 
ters only 8 Balthoſar but 4 Years, an Error o the ies. 
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* 1 ' . Py . | 
ger. Now from Alexander's conquering Darius, and put» 


ting an End to the Perſian Monarchy were 7 Years; if there- 
fore we take 7 from 253, there will remain for the Perſian 


Monarchy 246 Years. | | 
- Now it is certain that the Duration of the Perſian Monar- 


eby was not ſo long, but Joſephus, taking him to be Xerxes, 


in whoſe Time Nehemiah came to Ferufalem and built the 
Walls of it, (making Nehemiah Cup-bearer to Xerxes) it was 
neceſſary for him to make him reign above 32 Years: Which 
we find mention'd Nehem. 13. 6. Foſephus mentions the 95 
Month of the 382+ Year of his Reign, and added 20 Years to 
his Reign, as he did 40 to Solomon's. The Chronolopy of Jo · 
fephus as to thoſe Perſian Kings ſeems to have been thus: 


Cyrus 30 Darius 19 
Cambyſes 6 Artaxerxes 46 
Magi x Ochus 55 
Darius 36 Arſes ; 2 
Xerxes - 31 Darius , 
Artaxerxes 41 In all 247 


All theſe are agreeable to the Canon Plolomaicus, except 
one Lear wanting to Cambyſes and the Magi, and 20 added 
to Xerxt5, So that if we caſt away the firſt of Cyrus, which 
was accounted to the 70 Tears Captivity, there were juſt 246 
Wars. "A | | | 

some old Authors make the Empire of the Perſians to laſt 
248 Years, including the firſt of Cyrus, and fo Euſeb. Dem. 


Ev. p. 393. but they were to be underſtood of. the whole 


Space from the firſt of Cyrus to the firſt of Seleucus or the 
Era Seleuc t. * | | | 
From Alexander's conquering Darius to his own Death 

are 7 Years : For if we take 246 (the Duration of the Pen- 

an Monarchy) out of 253 (the Number of Years from Cyrus 
to the Death of Alexander, as in the Sum of the 117% Book) 
there will remain 7 for the Number of Years betwixt the End 
of the Perſian Monarchy and the Death of Alexander. 
From Alexander's-Death to the Beginning of the Ara Se- 
lenct are 11 Tears, as is evident thus. Joſephus gives from 


the firſt of Cyrus to Antiochus Eupator 414 Years, and his : 


frſt Year was the 150th Year of Seleucus. Now if we take 
the 150 and 253 (from the firſt of Cyrus to the Death of A- 
lexander) out of 414, there will remain 11 Years betwixt the 
Death of Alexander and the Beginning of the Ara Seleuci. 
1 N We : : | From 


* 
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From the 1 Seleuci to the Maccabees 146 Years; for ſo 
we read in Antig. I. 12. c. 7. and c. 8. that Mattathias and 
ju das Maccabæus began to prevail in the Year of 2 
cus 146. 

From the Ara Maccab. in the Year of Seleucus 146, to 

the Beginning of Herod are 126 Years, as Antiq. I. 14. at the 
End: Or if the ru of the Marcabees began the next Year 
after, i. e. in the Year of Seleucus 147, then Zoſephys aſſigns 
them but 125 Years, as J. 18. c. 8. which therefore muſt 
end in the Year of Se/cucus 272, for Herod was made King 
at Rome in the Year of Seleucus 273, and yet Joſephus makes 

| theſe end at the Death of Antigonus (in the Year of Seleucus 
276) and fo accounts three or four Years ſhort, as is evident - 
to any one that ſhall add, the Particulars. 

Ariſtobulus (Joſeph. l. 14. c. 18.) began to put on a re- 
gal Diadem 471 Years after the Return from the Captivity, 
ſo likewiſe in his Wars of the Feus, I. 1. in Freculphus it is 
falſely read 475, in the preſent Greek and Latin Coping 480. 
But the 47¹ Years are thus made out, viz. 


— 


1d From the firſt of Cyrus to the Ara Scleu 264 Years. 
= IThence to Jonathan's High Priethogd, 160 Years. 
= To Simon's High Prieſthood: - (a) 10:Years.. 
_ Simon's High Prieſthood . 
| Hyrcanus's +3 32): 29.1 Years, 
In all 470 
% Ariſtebulus began in the Year 1 


From the Beginning of Hered, after the Death of Anizgo- \ 
nus, to the Deſtruction of the Temple, in the ſecond Year of: 
p. Veſpaſian, are 107 Years, 7%. Antig. I. 20. c. ult. 


- 3s Theſe laſt Sums put togethes ſtand thus : 

5 

) ® From the firſt of Cyrus to the Fra Seleuci 264 Years, 

7 Prom the Ara Seleuci to the Maccabees 146 Fears. 
8 The Duration of the Maccabees 126 Tears. 

. The Duration of the Herods to the 2d of Fob. 107 Tears. 

L In all 643 Years. 

8 . * 7 The: 

8 (a) 1 Macc. 13. 41. Fe. Wars of the Fows, . 


©) 1 Mas. 16. 14. Ce) In Jaſepbus 31. 
8 5 
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The Sums of the 16 laſt Books are thus: 


175 Book 253 5 © 16th Book 112 
12th Book 190 17th Book 14- 
136% Book 82 18% Book 32 
14th Book 32 19% Book 3 6 10 
15th Book 18 20th Book 22 


In all 638 y 11 mt to 4. 
From the 85 of Nero to the 2d of Ve/p. 4 compleat Years. 
Tuc whole Sum 642 J. II m. & 10 d. 


5 


The Sums | in the old Latin Joſe 2phus are almoſt the ſame, | 
and differ but i in 3 Years and 5 Months. 


The whole Chronology of Zoſe phus will be aus, : 
From Adam to the Death of Moſes 33 2993 


To the Building of Solomon s Temple _ 552 3 
To its Deſtruction by Nebuchadnezzar ts A 4 
The Babyloniſh Captivity 7”. 1. i 
From the I 1/2 of Cyrus to the 12th of "0 | 639 2 


| * Sum total 4724 4 
| From the 20h of ero to the r3th of Domitian 28 
| In all 4752 


And that Sum Toe obs accounted. numerg rotundo to be "1 
£900 Years. There are alſo in Joſephus many Sums of © 
Years which are certainly falſe, as Antig. JI. 7.c. ult. From 
David to Hyrcanus's opening of his Sepulchre, when Anti 
chus beſieg d Jeruſalem, are 1300 Years : And fo Frecul-— 
phus alſo read it, T. 1. J. 3. c. 3. and yet this was but 884 
Years. Foſe phus againſt Apion, l. 2.) ſaith, that the Jews MR 
had been a free People, under the Maccabees to Pompey's ta- 
ing Feruſalem, for 120 Years. It's plain that it ſhould be 
only 102 Fears: For it was in theYear of Seleucus 230, which 
was 102 Years after Fudas's defeating of Antiochus, and 
| purging the * in * Year of Scſeucus 148. | 
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| Two foregoing Diſcourſes. 


that make the Chronology of the Septuagint in the Ages 
after the Flood more probable than the Hebrew, 

1/2, It is not probable that the ſeven firſt Patriarchs after 

the Flood, who liv'd 300 and 400 Years, ſhould beget at 30, 


Br the Reaſon already given, there are many other 


or thereabouts, as the preſent Hebrew is: And yet the fol- 
lowing Patriarchs, that did not liye half fo long, ſhould not 


beget their Firſt-born till double the Age: Terah at 70, A. 
braham at 87, 1/aac at 60, Jacob at 84, Levi, Chaath and 
Amram at about 60 each of them: For from the Birth, of 
Levi to the Birth of Meſes the Son of Amram were about 
x66 Tears, - © Yo JEN SERA he 
2dly, It is not probable that Noah, who liv'd 600 Years 


' before the Flood, ſhould ſee Ten Generations ſucceed each o- 


ther after the Flood, and live till the 5875 Year of Abraham - 
That Sem ſhould ſee Nine Generations after him ſucceſſively 
die, and live many Years after the Death Gf "Abraham, the 
9th Perſon Lineally deſcended from him; who yet dy'd in 
a good old Age, an old Man, Cen. 25. 8. That Sala ſhould 
outlive Phaleg, Ragau, Lamech, Nachor, Terah and Abraham 
for ſix Generations Lineally deſcended from him; and even 
the laſt of them liv'd to be an old Man: That Heber ſhould” 
outlive, Phaleg, Ragau, Lamech, Nachor, Tefach, Abrahanz 
and Jſaac ſeven ſucceſſive Generations that deſcended from 
him, and yet Abraham and //azc ſnould both live to be old 


. ol 


Men; Gor. 25. 7. and 35 * | 


. 2dly, It is not poſſible that Zoktan ſhould have 13 Sons 
when Phaleg was born, at the Diviſion of Tongues, if Phates 
Vas born at the 34 Year of Heber, as it is in the Hebrew. And 


to fancy Phaleg firſt call'd ſo at the Time of his Death is ridi- 
culous, and expreſly contrary to Jaſephus. At the Diviſion of 


. Tongues we are told that Mizraim, Chanaan, Sidon, Elam, 
ur, Aram, &c. gave Names to Countries, and yet they 


 dy'd 
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dy'd before Phaleg. Sem, Arphaxad, Salah, Heber, &c. acs 


cording to the Hebrew, were alive when God inſtitured Cir- 
cumciſron ; and yet none of them order'd to be eircumcis'd, 
which was then the Sign of being in Covenant with God. 

But however evident it may ſeem, that the Septuagint are 
in this Period to be preferr'd to the Hebrew : Yet I foreſee ſe- 
veral Things that may be objected, and which it may be ne- 
ceſſary to conſider. SS 


1½, *Tis objected, that it is not probable that the Ante- 


diluvian Patriarchs, who liv'd to be goo Years old, ſhould 
beget their Fir/?-born at 60 or 70 Years old, as it is in the 


Hebrew and in Joſephus ; and yet thoſe after the Flood, who 
did not live half lo long. ſhould not beget their Fir/t-born 
till about 130 Years old. 1 


It may be anſwer' d, that if we were ſure that theſe menti- 


on'd after the Flood were the Fir/t-born, the Objection would 
be of great Moment. But it's much more probable that they 
were not. For Sem was younger than 7aphet, Gen. 10.27. and 
therefore Zaphet takes the firſt Place in the Genealogtes, Cen. 10. 
2. and 1 Chron. 1.5. Arphaxad younger than Elam or ſur, 


x Chron 1. 5. Gen. 10. 2, 6,21. Phaleg younger than Foktan, - 


who at Phaleg's Birth had 13 Children, Gen. 10. 25, 26. &e. 


Abraham younger than Haran, Haran born at the 7th, and 


Abraham at the 130th Year of Terah, Gen. 11. 27, 28, 29, 
32. Aets 7.4. and Abraham marry'd Haran's Daughter. 
It's very probable that it was ſo alſo in the other Patriarchs 
tho? we cannot prove it from Scripture, (where the Hiſtory we 
Have of them is very ſhort) becaule God kept on this Method 
afterwards. 1faac was younger than Iſhmae!, Facob than E- 
fau, Fudah than Reuben, of whom it is obſcrv'd, 1 Chron. 5. 
1. New the Sons of Reuben the Fir/t-born of Iſrael. (For he 


was the Firſt-born, but becauſe he defiled his Father's Bed, 


his Birthright was given to the Sons of Fo/eph, and the Ge- 
nealogy is not to be reckon'd after the Birthright, &c.) St. Hu- 
in de Civ, Dei. JI. 15. c. 15. obſerves of the Patriarchs at- 
frer the Flood, that magis credibile eff non hic primogenitos 
commemoratos, fed eos per ques ſucceſſionis ordo duceretur. 
24ly, *Tis objected, that the Fews were fo exact in tran- 


ſeribing the Lau, that if ever the Hebrew had agreed with the 
Samaritan and Septuagint, they would not have alter'd it. 


1 anſwer, that the Words of Philo (in Eu/eb. Prep. Ev.l.8,) 
and of Tryphon (in Faſtin Mart.) are certainly to be under- 
ſtood of the Septuagint, and not of the Hebrews And what 
Foſephus ſaith to the fame Purpoſe muſt either be underſtood 

of the Sepiuagint, or underſtood in Io large a Senle, as that 
. FFF According 
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according to him the ſeventy A ranſlators were Prophets, and 


did not change or alter any Thing. And indeed whatever is 
to be met with in other Books to this Purpoſe is taken from 


Deut. 4.2. and 12. 32. and is to be underſtood of their not 
adding to or diminiſhing the Precepts of the Law of Moſes : 


Andit's evident that the (aVer/ion of theSeptuagint,the (b)Tars 
gum of Onkelos, the Books of Irencus, Euſebius's Chronicle, 
and Rufinus, had ſolemn Adjurations added to them of not 


they have been much corrupted. The Rabbies mention 13 


Places chang'd by the ſeventy Interpreters, and not one of 
them relates to the Chronology of the Patriarchs. The preſent 


Hebrew Bibles in 26 Places leave a Space to ſhew that ſome- 
thing is wanting, which is ſupply'd by the Seventy, The 
Marginal Readings differ from the Text m 848 Places, and they 
are uſually accounted the trueſt. Ezra 7. wants one whole 
Verſe which is in 1 Chron. 6. tho' the Genealogy, Neb. 7. is 
only a Tranſcript of that we find Ezra the 24; yet it's very 
different from it, And in P/al. 105. betwixt ver. 13 and 14. 


is a whole Verſe wanting, as appears by the Alphabet in that 


P/alm, which was in the Text when the Seventy tranſlated 
it. So that it's evident that there are Corruptions. of the He- 
brew Text of the Bible, and many of them ſince the Time 
that the Seventy tranſlated it. And ſince it's evident that 
in the Time of Origene, when he compil'd his Hexapla, the 
Hebrew Text was the ſame as now, it's certain that theſe Alte- 
rations were made in the Hebrew Text before that Time, and 
as it ſeems molt probable about the Time of Adrian and An- 
tonius Pius. The Hebrew of the Bible was at and after the 
Time of our Saviour a learned Language, and not underſtood 
but by Scholars: The common Language ofthe eus being at that 
Time Syraick, intermix'd with Chaldee: And the Fews admir'd 
how Chriſi underſtood Letters, having never learned, John 7, 


15. And, Luke 10. 26. Chri/t ſaid to one of the Scribes (as 


being his peculiar Skill) How reade/t thou ? And there was 
no uſual Reading of the Law in Hebrew in the Synagogues, 
without an Interpretation of it, which they read allo. Now 
their Scholars and Bibles were generally deſtroy'd by the Per- 
ſecutions that came upon them in the ges after the Apoſtles. 


Veſpaſian deſtroy'd 460 (c) Synagogues. And Trajan forbad the 


Jeus the (d) Reading of their Lau. And in his Time X. Ananiar 
55 he | was 


— 
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(a) See Ariſteus. (0) See Dr. Lightfout on 1 Cor. P. 85. 


(c) Seiden de Succeſſ. Prelegom. p. 22. (i) Juchaſin apud C. 


aum, p. 126. (e) David Ganz. p. 103. 
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was burnt and the () Book of the Law with him. R. Miba al 
2400 Scholars kill'd by Adrian, in the (a) Rebellion of Cochab: 
And R. Simeon the Son of Gamaliel had (b) 2 50000 Scholars . 
- Kill'd, not one remaining. And the reading of the Law had 
been loſt, had not R. Juda the Son of Baba with the Expence 
of his own Life preſerv'd (c) Five, by hiding of them, For 4. 
drian made a Lau, by which it was Death to (d) ordain Doctors, 
and continue their Schools; and Learning was at the ſame 
Time fo much deſtroy'd at Babylon, that two of Juda's Scho- 
lars were ſent thither to inſtruct them: And the very Reaſon 
why KR. Juda collected the Traditions into the Book of the 
- Miſna, was, that Learning was likely to be (e) loſt, and the | 
Lau made void. Moſt of the Moſaick Rites ended with the 
Temple, and thereby the Book of the Law was leſs valu'd and 
the Jewiſh Learning was become little elſe than a Multitude © 
of idle Traditions. R. Juda took great Care that, in all the Ci- N 
ties of the Land of Mael, there ſhould be ſuch as (/) taught 
Traditions. Alting. tells us, that Tanta fuit Miſne auctoritas, 
etiam vivo Auctore, ut, ſepoſitis Codicibus propheticis, in hoc u- 
no explicando, & interpretando omnem operam collocaverint ; 
So that here was a very fair Opportunity for the few Scholars 
that were left to alter the Hebrew Text as they pleas'd, and 
for the fewHebrew Copies that were then extant to be corrupted. 
The eus in their Diſperſions generally acquainted themſelves 
with Greek, and in their Synagogues us d Aquila's Verſion, and 
he Hebrew was in a great Meaſure neglected. And to make 
all this plain, I will give ſome Inſtances of the cus altering 
the Text, and changing their Opinions, as to the Matters I am 
ſpeaking of, after the Deſtruction of the Temple and before 
the Compoſing of the Meſua in the Time of Antonius Pius, or 
at leaſt before Origene publiſn'd the Hebrew. | q 
_» 1/2, Gen. 2. 24. The Samaritan and Septuagint have the 
Word Two ; and Matth. 19. 5, 6. our Saviour preſſeth the | 
Force of that Word upon the Phariſees : And they, tho' they 
underſtood Hebrew, were not able to anſwer the Force of 
the Argument; which ſheweth, that it was then in the | 
Hebrew, tho' not now; and probably left out by X. Aiba, 
in the Age I am ſpeaking of, (g) who allow'd the 7ews to 4 
marry any Woman they ſaw fairer than their own Wife. 
RE: 1 | | 24ly, 
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(cs) Id. p. 99. (5) Lightfoot H. N. T. p. 185. (c) Ganz, p. 103. 
Sem. San. p. 26 1. hath the Account of R. Juda ben Baba ordaining 
nn ve Rabbies. (dy Ligbiſoꝛt H. N. T. p. 115. and Alting. Hiſt. Acad. 
p. 142. (e) Ganz. p. 107. ) Lig biſoot H. NM. T. p. 82. (2 
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S. Aa, Pſalm xxii. . 16. They pierc'd my Hands. So the 
Jeptuagint, Syraick, Arabick, Æthiopicſ and ſome few MSS. 
of the Hebrew. Aquila read it fo alſo, for he Tranſlates it 
by a Verb: But the Rabbins, to avoid ſuch a plain Prophecy 
of our Saviour's Crucifixion, alter the Word of the Text and 
read as a Lyon. | _; E 
Zaly, Joſh. 15. v. 59, &c. There are two Verſes in the 76 
that ſhew Bethlehem to be in the Trile of Juda, wanting in 
the Hebrew. St. Ferom, on Micah the 5th, thinks them era- 
led by the Fews, ſince the Time of our Saviour, that it might 
not appear that Bethlehem was in the Tribe of Judah. 
athly, After the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and before the Se- 
der Olam Rabbah was made by R. 79/e in the Days of: Adrian, . 
the eus ſo curtayl'd the Per/ran Monarchy, as to make Daniel's 
Weeks to begin with the Babyloniſh Captivity and end at the 
Deſtruction of the Temple. Foſe phus knew of no ſuch Chranola- 
gy in his Time, and it could not be Chance but a Contrivance 
of the Fews after the 2d of Veſpaſian, that with the Loſs of 200 
Years made Daniel's 490 Years exactly end at that Time. 

5 % y, The great Difference of the Opinions ,of the Jeuis 
before and after the Deſtruction of the Temple. Before that 
Time the Verſion of the 70 highly eſteem'd by Phila and the 
 #gyptians (who kept a Feaſt yearly in Memory of it) a 


the 7ews in all the Gree Diſperſion, and at Nazareth, Luks _ 


4. 16, 17, 18, 19. and by thoſe of 7eruſalem as appears by 
Joſcphus, who magnifieth it, and the Account given by Ari/te- 
as. In Adriau's Time the 70 were rail'd at (a) by the eus, 
and the Jews kept a Fa/# upon the Day it was tranſlated, 
. viz. Tebeth the 8th, and made another Greek Verſion to op- 
; pole it, and deliver'd it as a Tradition that Darkneſs over- 
: ſpread the World for three Days after the Verſſon of the 70 
Was made; and that it was as ill a Day to the eus 4s when 

the Golden Calf was made. | : — . 
 Gthly, Phæleg was born at the. Diviſion of Tongues ſaith 
Foſephus according to the Opinion of the Fews that then pre- 
vaild ; but the following Kabbins tell us, that he dy'd at 
that Time. | | 1 : 

7thly, Melchiſedech was a Chanaanitiſh King ſaith Jaſephus, 
according to the Opinion of the eus of that Age, and 'tis 
agreeable to St. Paul ; but the following Jews Fincy's him 
to be Sem. | » ns, 
_ 8thly, Daniel's Weeks according to Foſephits ended at the 
Deſolation of the Temple by Antiochus, which was according to 

| | D .-. dium 

A . 


(a) Juſt. Hart. 2g. 294, e 85 


him 408 Years from the firſt Your of Darius: To which add 
the 70 Years from -the Burning of the Temple, and it comes 
very near to Daniel's Number: But the following. Fews 


curtayl the Perſian Monarchy, and tho' they begin the Weeks 


at the beginning of the Babylonifh Captivity, yet they end 
them at the ſecond of Veſpaſian. 

Some will object, What End or Deſign ſhould the Fews 
have in ſhortning the Peried betwixt the Flood and the 
Birth of Abrabam. 

1/2, It may be anſwer'd, That it might be for the eaſier 
bringing down their pretended Traditions from Adam, ah, 
&c. for fo the Zews boaſt, in Seder Olam Rabbah, that ſeven 
Men meaſure the World, Adam, Methuſelah, Sem, Jacob, Am- 
ram, Ahajah, (a) Salonites, and Elias who zs /{ill alive: When 
as, according to the Chronology of the Samaritan, Septuagint 
and Jeſephus, there mult be added at leaſt Heber, Saruch, and 


Abraham, betwixt Sem and Jacob,; and even fo Saruch would 


be but eight Years old at the Death of Heber, and Jacob but 


fifteen Years at the Death of {Abraham So that there would 


be need of two more Perſons to be inſerted for carrying on 
their Traditions, and fo from Sem to Jacob would be as ma- 
ny Perſons as they made in all the World. 24/y, That it might 
be done to obviate the Prophecy of the Houle of Elias,thatChriſe 


ſhould come at the beginning ofthe 47h Millenary. Now ſince 


the 4th Millenary, according to the 7ews prefent Account, 


ended A. D. 242. it's evident that this curtayling their Chrono- 


logy was long before that Time, in which they expected the 
Meffiah. But when they found themſelves miſtaken allo in the 
Account, they took up that Sayin g,{b)Curſed is he that num- 


bereth the Times. 3d!y, That it might be done to anſwer the 
Argument that St. Paul preſs'd againſt the Hebrews, that Mel- 


chiſedech's Prieſthood was above Aaron's : Which we find 
urg'd alſo by 7u/tin Martyr againſt Tryphon, by Tertullian and 
other early Chri/tians. For if Melchiſedech be Sem, then Aaroy, 
who wasLineally. deſcended from him, inherited hisPrie/tho: 4 


alſo, and fo St. Paul's and the Chriſtian's Argument of a Su. 


perior Prieſtho:d to the Aaronitical would be deſtroy'd. And 
here it's probable, that as the old Rabbies talk'd much of the 


Schools of Sem and Heber, and that 7acob ſtudied in them: 
So at firſt they deſign'd Heber to be Melchiſedech, and cut off 
the Years only of the Patriarchs after him; for the preſent 


Hebrew 1aith that he liv'd after he begat Phaleg 430 Years, 


where the Samaritan and en agree in the Number of 
270 Years: : 


— 


Fr) Al. Silt "> Lede in Martb. wy 25. 
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270 Years: And, if after Heber we follow the preſent He- 
brew, Heber liv'd to the 155th Year of Abraham. And to 
this agreeth what Epiphanius tells us in the Hereſy of the 
Melchiſedechians, that ſome Hebrew Copies, from the Birth of 
Sem to the Time that Melchiſedech met Abraham in the 87h 
or 9th Year of Abraham, have about 628 Years, thus : 


Sem | 102 - Ragau 32 
Arphaxad 100 Saruch 30 
Sala : 100 Nachor 29 
Heber 150 Terah | 70 
Phaleg 030 Abraham 85 

8 | „ 


But this Project not taking, they choſe rather yet to ſhorten 


this Period, and make Sem to be Melchiſedech. For ſince the 


Chaldee Paraphraſe ſaith that Rebecca conſulted the Schools 
of Sem, and the Rabbies added that Zacob ſtudied in the 
Schools of Sem, they the eaſier concluded that Sem was alive 
in the Time of Jacob. Now that this was contriv'd after the 
Deſtlruftion of the ſecond Temple, appears in that, not only 
Foſephhus tells us that he was a Chanaanitiſh King, but that it 
is impoſſible for the Samaritan or Septuagint, or ſuch as u- 
ſed either of thoſe Pertatcuchs, to take him for Sem. Indeed 


all the early Fathers that mention him (/Feneus, Hippolytus, 
Theophilus, Euſcbius, Hieronymus, Theodoret, &c.) agree with 


Foſephus in making him a Chanaanitiſh King; and St. Paul, 
when he wrote to the Hebrews, ſeems never to have heard 
of this Fancy of making Melchiſedech to be Sem, but all a- 
long takes it as a Thing agreed on, that he was not concern'd 
in the Genealogy of 4aron; and fo according to the Laws of 
the Jews could have no Right to the Prieſthood. | 
Some others of the eus endeavour'd to avoid St Pau s 
Argument, by making Melchiſedech ian Angel: an Opinion 
that Crigene and Didymus borrow'd from them, and which 
St. Ambroſe (de Fige l. 3. c. 5.) calis Fudaicum Ludibrium. 
But the Subterfuge, which chiefly prevaiPd among them, 
was the Curtayling the Period of the Po/?-diluvian Patriarchs, 
and making Sem to be Melchifedech, and then Aaron Lineal- 


ly deſcending from him to inherit his Prieſthood allo. And 


to make this probable, it may not be improper to obſerve what 

Pains the eus have taken to pervert the Hiſtory of Melchiſe- 

dech, and anſwer St. Paul's Argument taken from him. 
I/, They tell us that Melchiſedech was a Baſtard ; and, be- 


cauſe his Name was not inſerted in the Gencalogies, therefore 


11-2 faid 
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ſaid to "M without Father, &c. (See Epiphanins of the 8 
fre of the Melchiſedechians F. 7.) But how , this will agree 
with his being Sem, I do not underſtand. 
' 2dly, They deny'd Melchiſedech's Prieſthood, and tranſ- 
lated KV TV Prince; contrary to the Opinions of the 70 eus 
that tranſlated it ereus, to Eupolemus in Euſebius's Prep, Ev. 
J. 19. c. 17. to Philo the Few in his Book of Abraham, to 
Foſephus in Antiq. I. I. c. 18. to ſeveral Fews in Epiphan. T. 
I, P. 473. and to St. Paul in his Epiſtle to then, e. 7 

Zaly, They make Sem elder than Zaphet, and to inherit 
the Prie/thood by Right of Primogeniture, contrary to the 70. 
Gen. x. 21. and to 7oſephus, I. 1. c. 14. who calls Sem the 
third Son of Nah. 

'4thly, They expound the Text ſo as to make Melc hiſcdech 
pay Tythes to Abraham contrary. to the Septuagint, to Jo- 
ſeplus, Antiq. I. 1.c.18. to (a) Philo, and St. Paul, Hebr. 

uli. 2. 
FJ, They corrupted the Text, Pſalm ex. 4. where by 
adding a jed they apply it to David, contrary to the Septua- 


s : 4 gint, to St. Paul, Heb. v. 6. and vii. 17. and to the Scribes and 1 
| P hariſees who expounded that Pſalm of the Mefſiah, Matth. 1 


D pon all which Accounts it may not ſeem improbable, 
that as Aguila made his Verſion of the Bible in the Time of 
"Adrian, to oppolg Chriſtianity and depreciate the Verſion of 
the Septuagint, which was uſed by the Chriſtians : So the 
_ few learned Fews that liv'd about that Time did agree to 
make ſome Alterations in the Hebrew alſo, in order to op- 
pole the Chriſtians and magnifie their Traditions, And then 
the true Chronology of the Hebrew will be that preſerv'd by 
7% Joſephus | in his Antiquities, which followeth the ſhorter Ac- 
1 count before the Flood, and the longer after . | 
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T H-E 


OF 


FLAViUS JOSEPHUS: | 


% 


Written by his own Hand. 


EVERAL Nations value the Honour and Dignity 
Sg of Birth and Extraction, upon ſeveral Accounts; but 
with Us, nothing more IIluſtrates a Family, than a 
Lineal Succeſſion of Holy Men in the Sacerdatal Dignity : 
And, in that Reſpect, I may aſlume to myſelf the Advantage 


of ſomewhat better Blood in my Veins than Ordinary, as - - 


derive my Original through a long Train of religious An- 
celtors ; and not only in a regular Deſcent from Men in 
{cred Orders, but from Prieſts of the firſt Rank of the Four 


and Twenty, which is yet a higher Advancement by ſo 


many Degrees. I might write myſelf alſo by my Mother's 
Side, of the Stock of Kings; for the Kingdom, and the Prieſt- 
hood went a long Time together in the (a) A/mon&an Fa- 
mily, from which the was deſcended. But now to take the 
Succeſſion in Order; Simon, other wiſe called Pſellus, was my 
Great-Great Grandfather, who lived when Hyrcanus the Son 
of Simon the High-Prie/?, and the firſt of the. Name, had. the 


Pontificut. This P/ellus had nine Sons: Matthias for one, 


ſurnamed Applias, who in the firſt. Year of King Hyrcanus 
marry'd the Daughter of Jonathan the High-Preeſt, and had 
by her Matthias, ſurnamed Curtus, who in the ninth Year of 
the Reign of Alexander had a Son Jeſeph, from whom came 


D. 3 Matthias, 
m | * 
| 8 
+: 9 — 


Matthias, in the Tenth of 4rchelaus ; and from him, in the 
firſt Year of Caius Ce/ar, came I myſelf; who have likewiſe 


three Sons; Hyrcanus, the Eldeſt, was born in the fourth © 


Year of Veſpaſian ; Fuſtus the Second, in the Seventh; and 
Agrippa, the Joungeſt, in the Ninth. This is a ſhort, and a 
true Account of my Extraction, as it ftands upon Record, 


| beyond all Contradiction, and in Defiance of Envy and De- 


traction. | 


My Father Matthias was greatly eſteemed in Jeruſalem, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, not only for the Honour of 


his Deſcent, but much more ſtill for his Probity and Juſtice. 


I had a Brother of my Father's Name, and we two were 


train'd up at School together from Children, Now having 
2 tolerable Senſe of Things, and an excellent Memory, I 
made fo early a Progreſs in my Studies, that at fourteeh 


Years of Age, the High-Prie/ts and Elders would do me the 
Honour now and then to adviſe with me, even upon ſome 
intricate Caſes of Law. At my Entrance into Sixteen, I be- 


an to inform myſelf in the Doctrines and Opinions of the 
three Sects I have ſpoken of elſewhere ; the Phari/ces, the 
Sadducees, and the E//enes ; propounding to myſelf to take a 
Taſte of them all, and ſtick to what I lik'd beſt. So I paſs'd 


© through all Three, one after another, with much Labour 


and Mortification. And I did not reſt there neither; but 
hearing of one Banus, that led the Life of a Hermite, in 
Caves and Solitudes, I made a Tryal of his Way alſo. He 


wore no Covering but of the Bark of Trees: His Food was 


only what the Earth and the Woods brought forth of their 
gun Accord; and bathing himſelf Night and Day in cold 


Water, to allay the Heat of unruly Appetites. When I had 
kept him Company in theſe Auſteritics for a Matter of three 


Years, and fatisfy'd my Curioſity in the Experiment, I re- 
turn'd to the City; and being now nineteen Years of Age, 


apply'd myſelf to the Buſineſs of a civil Life, in the Way of 


the Phariſees, which is much after the Humour of the Srcichts 
among the Greeks, 2 . | 
There fell out a very particular Occaſion, in the Six and 
Twentieth Year of my Age, that earry'd me to Rome; and 
this was it. Felix, being at that Time Governour of Judæa, 
had ſent ſeveral Prieſts, many of them worthy Men, and my 


particular Friends, Prifoners thither, upon a very frivolous 
Pretente, to elear themſelves of what ſhould be objected a- 
2 them before Car. They behaved themſelves with, 


generous a Conſtancy, chooſing rather to ſuffer any Thing, 
than to depart from their Duty, that upon this Conſidera- 
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tion I reſolv'd to run any Riſk in the World to relieve them; 
80 I embark'd for Rome, and falling into a deſperate Storm 


with a Matter of 600 Perſons in Company, we were caſt a- 
way, and the Veſſel loſt in the Adriatick Gulph ; only Eighty 


Perſons-of the whole Number by a wonderful Providence. 


39 


preſery'd, being taken up early the next Morning, by.a Ship. 


of Cyrene, when we had kept ourſelves above Water a whole 
Night by Swimming. After this Deliverance, I came gc- 
ainted at Dicearchia, (or Puteoli, as the ſtalians chuſe 
rather to call it) with one Aliturus, a mimical Comedian, 
and a Few born; for whom Nero had a great Kindneſs. 
This Aliturus brought me to the Knowledge of the Empreſs 
(a) Poppea, who immediately upon my Requeſt, got the 
Prieſts ſet at Liberty: And ſo I went back again into my 
Country, not without conſiderable Preſents over and above. 
Upon my Return I found Miſchief. a-brewing, and the Peo- 
ple dangerouſly diſpos'd to a Revolt; whereupon I did what 
I could to bring the Matineers to better Reaſon. I bade them 
conſider well what they were about, and the Circumſtances 


of the Enemy they had to do withal ; a martial, a politick 


a well-diſciplin'd, and a fortunate People, and fo much an 


Over-match for them to all Purpoſes, that they muſt be 


worſe : than Mad-men to venture Life, Limb, Liberty, and 
Eſtate; Wives, Children, and all that could be dear to 
them, upon ſo unequal Terms. At this Rate I ply'd them 
with Arguments, Counſels, and Importunities, to divert 
them from an Outrage that was likely to be attended with 
ſo many mortal Conſequences. But this was only ſo many 
Words caſt away; which, in Truth, did more Hurt then 
Good ; and inſtead of compoſing them one Way, hazarded 
the Enraging of them another. For my preſhag the ſame 
Thing over and over again, ſo often to them, look'd all 
this while like a ſiding with the Enemy, which upon the 
leaſt Freak of Jealouſy, (that I had Reaſon enough to ap 
prehend) would in all Probability have coſt me my Life. 
The Faction being already poſſeſs'd of the Fort Antonia, I 
had nothing to do but to take Sanctuary in the Zamner-Temple. 
From thence, upon the Fall of Manabem, and the Ring- 


leaders of the Conſpiracy, I betook myſelf to the High- 


Prieſt, and the eminent Men of the 'Phariſees: WhomT 
found directly at their Wits End what Courſe to ſteer; 


for the People were all in Arms, and what t: do wien 
themſelves, they knew not, When we ſawzthat thwarting” 
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(a) Gr, Pompeis. 
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and diſwading would do no Good, we went a Middle-way 
to Work, betwixt cloſing with them and diſſenting ; pre- 
tending, upon the Main, to be of their Opinion; but yet 
| under ck Cautions, that we advis'd them not to be too haſty; 
but let the Enemy draw off a little; for Ge//izs had a conſi- 
derable Force, and would be with us Time enough to put 
an End to that Tumult. Gef/rus came back indeed, to his 
Coſt, for he was totally defeated; moſt of his Troops cut 
to pieces; And this Blow, in fine, proved the utter Ruin of 
our Nation, For the Faction had the Vanity, after this 
Defeat, to flatter themſelves, that they ſhould with as much 
Eaſe run down the whole Power of Rome. But there hap- 
nb at this Time a terrible Outrage, which was as fol- 
Ws. 

The Syrians and the eus being promiſcuouſly together 
in ſeveral great Towns bordering upon Judæa, the Syrian 
Inhabitants took their Opportunity, and cut the Throats of 
all the Zews, Man, Woman, and Child, that liv'd with them 
in thoſe neighbouring Cities; and all this, without any Sort 
of Provocation or Offence : For there was nothing of a Con- 
ſpiracy, or ſa much as a Diſaffection to the Romans, charg'd 
upon them. But above all the reſt, the Barbarity of the 
Scythopolitans was the moſt inhumane and impious. For 

they not only forced the eus of the Place, that were their 
Fellow-Citizens, to bear Arms againſt thoſe of their own 
Tribe that came before it, (a Thing exprelly forbidden by our 
Laws) but when they had worſted the Enemy by their Aſ- 
| fiſtance, without any Regard to Gratitude, Juſtice, or com- 
mo Faith, they put them all to the Sword, without Mercy, 
or Dillinction, to the Number of ſeveral Thouſands. The 
Jews at Damaſeu were treated much at the ſame Rate too ; 
but jn our Hiſtory of the Vars of the Fewgs 
 cours'd this Matter more at large. Neither 
worth the While to mention it over again, if it were not to 
ive the Reader to underſtand, that we did not undertake 
this War upon Choice, but that we were dri iven upon it by 
the Force of an extreme Neceſſity. 

After this Overthrow of Geffius, the Leading Men of the 
Zews, finding themſelves weak and unarm'd, and in danger 
of a powerful, turbulent Faction, they though it high Time ; 
now to look about them, and provide for their own Secu- S 
rity. go that conſidering how Gallilee was divided, and Part 

of it for the Romans, Part againſt them, they were pleaſed. | 

to make Chaice of myſelf for One, and two other Prieſts, » 

JOE: _ N 5225 gobd honeſt Men) to fend as Com- 3 
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miſſioners thither, to try if we could prevail with the ſediti- 


ous People there to lay down their Arms; not fo as to part 


with them quite; but only to depoſite them for the preſent 
in the Hands of their Governours, till they ſhould have Oc- 
gaſion to uſe them; but not to do any Act of Violence till 
they ſhould be better inform'd what the Romans intended 
to do. | i 
With theſe Inſtructions, I went my Way into Gallilee, 


where I found the Callilgans, and the Sepphorites at hard 


Words, and ready to come to Blows upon this Point. The 
Gallil&ans preſs'd upon the Sepphorites to make an Inroad 


into their Country; and the Ground of the Quarrel was, 


Their Standing up for the Romans, and their Adherence to 
Senius Gallus, then Governour of Syria. The Sepphorites, 
on the other. Hand oppoſed them, in defence both of their 


Country, and of their League and Duty: But I found a Way 


to ſet the Sepphorites Hearts at reſt, and to quiet the'Galli- 


leans, by getting them a Licence to ſend as often as they 


pleas'd to Dora, a City of Phœnicia, to their Hoſtages there 


that they had given to Gef/ius. 5 | 
As for the People of Tiberias, I found them all in Arms, 
and this was the Quarrel. There were three Parties in this 


City: The one conliſted of Men of Honour and Integrity; 


aud Julius Capella was the Head of them; who was join'd 
by Herod, the Son of Miarus, Herod the Son of Gamalus, and 
Compſus the Son of Compjus : But as for his Brother Criſus, 
that Agrippa the Great had made Governour of the Town 
long ſince, he liv'd at this Time upon his own Eſtate beyond 


Jondin. Theſe were all for the Xing, and the People of 


Acine e Piſtus being the only Man of the Nobility that went 


the other Way, in a Complyance with a popular Humour of 
his Son Ju//us, The ſecond Faction was a Kind of a Rabble of 


mean People: And the Head of the Third was Zu/tus, the Son 


of Piftus ; who, though he would not give his Opinion Point 


Blank for a War, did moſt undoubtedly wiſh for one-in his 


Heart, upon the Proſpect of advancing his own Fortune by 
the Confuſion, In order to this End he prepar'd the People 


for his Purpoſe, by a Kewing Oiſcourſe upon the Matter then 
in Queſtion, giving them to underſtand, That their City 


was always reckoned to belong to Gallalee z and in the Days 


* of Herod the Tetrarch, who was the Founder of it, reputed 


« the Capital of the Province; and by him kept in Subjection. 
* This Right of Precedency was never fo much as queſtion'd 
« from the Time of Agrippa the Father till the Government of 
felix; when Nero gave it, away to the younger Ace. ; 
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he People of Sepphoris, in fine, never elaim'd any Privilege 
* above their Neighbours till the Subjecting of themſelves to 
* the Roman Yoke, and the removing of the Records and 
% Treaſury, upon That Revalution.” Fuſtus went on at this 

| Rate, tampering and enflaming the People againſt the King, 

till he found them at laſt in Tune for Miſchief, and then he 
told them in plain Terms, That ſince the Scpphorites were fo 
obſtinately devoted to the Intereſt of the Romans, that there 
Was no taking them off, they had no other Way in the World 

to vindicate their Rights and Liberties, once for all, but im- 

Mediately to take up Arms, and join with the reſt of their 

Companions to appole the Sepphorites, wherein they needed 
hot donbt to be well ſeconded, againſt fo hateful a Sort of Peo- &f, 
ple. With this popular and plauſible Way of Paradoxing ſo- 
derer Men than himſelf out of their Senſes, he did his Buſineſs. 

Beſide that he was fo far Maſter of the Greek Tongue as to 
write the Hiſtory' of thoſe Times ; palliating and diſguiſing 
the Truth of Things, as he found it moſt for his Purpoſe, 
But I ſhall now give a more particular Account of the Ma- 
lice and Wickedneſs of this Man; and how near he and his 
Brother went to the total and irrecoverable Deſtruction of 
their Country, in the following Diſcourſe. When 7u/?us 
had gain'd over fome of the Citizens by Perſuaſion, and o- 
thers by Force, to take up Arms, he marched out with them 
in a Body, and ſet Fire to the Habitations of the Hipperians 

 #hdCadarenes, about Tiberias, and Scythopolis. 

' To paſs over now from the State of Tiberias to That of \ 
Gi/ſchala; John the Son of Levi, finding ſeveral of his Fellow- i 
Citizens ſo Violently impatient of the Roman Yoke, did all 

that in him lay to keep them within the Compaſs of good 
Faith and Dutfy': But his Ende: vours were to no Manner f { 
Purpoſe, for the People bordering thereabouts ; as the Gada- 

#enes, the Gabaraganeans, and the Tyrians, joining their For- 
ces together, attack'd the Town, and took it by Force; 
Burnt and deſtroy'd all before them, and fo went their Way 

back again. John was ſo cxaſperated with this Outrage, that 
Be drew his Troops together, march'd againſt him, fought, 
and defeated him; and after that, Rebuilt the Place, and 
is; better Security encompaſs'd it with a ſtrong Wall. 
But the People of Gamala ſtood firm all this while to the 
| Femans, as will be ſeen in what follows. Philip the Son of | 
 Facimus, King Aprippa's Lieutenant, having made a won- þ 
derful Eſcape out of Feruſalem, while the Enemy was before _ 
the Palace, fell into another Hazard of being deſtroy'd by 
Manahem, and his Cut-Throat-Gompanions ; but was yet ; 
| | pre- { 
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preſery'd by ſome of his Baby/omſh Relations, which were 
then at Jeruſalem; and upon the 5th Day after his coming 
off, he put himſelf into a Diſguiſe by a Cap of falſe Hair, and 
ſo ſhifted away till he came to a certain Village of his own, 
near the Caſtl of Gamala, where he ſent for a conſiderable 
Number of his Subjects to come to him, In this Place he 
was ſeized with a ſudden Fever, which by a wonderful Pro- 
vidence prov'd the Occaſion of Saving his Life. For upon 
falling into this Diſtemper, he wrote to Agrippa and Berenict 
by a certain Freeman of Truſt and Credit; with Order to 
deliver his Letters to Varus, to whom the King and the 
Queen had at that Time committed the Care of the Palace, 
they themſelves being upon a Journey at that Time to Bery- 
tus, to meet Gefſius, When Varus came to underſtand, up- 
on the Receit of the ſaid Letters, that Philip had made his 
Eſcape, he took it exceedingly to Heart to find that he was 


at Liberty, for fear the King and the Queen ſhould diſcharge 


him of their Service upon the other's Return: So that Var 
expos'd the Meſſenger to the People as an Inpoſtor, and one 
that had brought him a Sham-Story : For Philip, he ſaid, to 
his Knowledge, was at that Time at, 7erujalem with the eus 


making War againſt the Romans ; and upon this Calumny 


he caus'd him to be put to Death. When Philip had waited 
a good while, and no News either of the Freeman, or of the 
Letters, he diſpatch'd away a ſceond Meſſenger with anothet © 
Pacquet, to enquire what was become of the Former; and 
the {ime Pretence did his Buſineſs too as well as the others. 
Now thc Syrians of Cæſarea had put a Conceit into Varus's 


Head, that the Romans would certainly revenge themſelves 


upon Agrippa for this Rebellion of the Jews, and that upon 
his Death, the Crown would naturally eome to him, as 2 
Branch of the Royal Line from Sohemus the Tetrarch of Li- 
bauus Varus was fo puff d up with this Perfuaſion, that he 
intercepted the King's Letters; Way-laid all the Paſſes, that 
no Body ſhould get at him with Intelligenee, and did all 
that was to be done, in fine, to keep him a Stranger to the 
whole Matter. He put great Numbers of the 7ews to Death, 


to make an Intereſt with the Syrians of Ee/area; and (s 


likewiſe for the eus in Echatana, which they call Babyloni- 
ans, he propoſed the Eng2ging of the Trachomtes of Batanesz 
with him in a War againſt them tog. In Order to the Pro- 
ſecution of this Deſign, he ſent for Twelve of the principal 
Zews in Ceſarea; and dilpatch'd them away in his Name 
with this Meſſage to their Friends at Ecbatana; That Farus 
had bern told of a Conſpiracy a-toot among them againſt, 
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their King, which ke was not willing to believe, but howe- 
ver required of them to lay down their Arms, as the moſt 
demonſtrative Proof they could give him of their Innocence, 
and that the Report was falle; adding to this, that they 
ſhould ſend him Seventy of the moſt eminent Men of their | 
Party, that might be ready to anſwer all Objections on the 
Behalf of the Reſt. The Twelve Deputies went accordingly, 
and acquitted themſelves of <heir Commiſſion; but upon a 
ſtrict Enquiry at Ecbatana among the People of their own 
Tribe, not finding the leaſt Colour for any ſuch Rumour, they 
took, according to their Inſtructions, Seventy of the beſt Men 
of the Place along with them, and ſo went their Way all in 
Company together towards Cæſarea : Varus in the mean Time 
having . himſelf in the Paſſage with a Guard of the 
King's Troops about him; who fell upon them on the Way, 
and cut off every Soul of them to one ſingle Man; after 
Which, he advanced upon his Deſign againſt the eus at 
Ecbatana. But by a ſtrange Providence, the Perſon that e- 
ſcap'd the Maſſacre got thither before him, with the News of 
this abominable Treachery; whereupon the Inhabitants im- 
mediately put themſelves in Arms, and with their Wives and 
Children withdrew into the Caſtle of Camala, leaving their 
Goods, and Cattle behind them, to a mighty Value. So ſoon 
as ever Philip heard of this Adventure, he went thither to 
them; where he was welcom'd with the univerſal Acclama- 
tions of the People, and with the Tender of their Lives and 
Fortunes at his Ser vice, in a War againſt Varus, and his Cæ- 
farearn Abettors, if he would but do them the Honour to Com- 
mand them: For it was now bruited about, that the King 
was lain. But Philip did all he could to compoſe them, by 
putting them in Mind of the generous Obligations the King 
had laid upon them; the formidable Power of the Romans; 
with the deſperate Hazards of a Rebellion: Infomuch, that 
they were brought in the Concluſion to better Reaſon. When 8 
the King came to underſtand what had paſs'd, and that Va- 

rus had taken up a Reſolution of putting to Death all the 

eus in Cæſarea, with their Wives and Children, to the 
Number of a great many Thouſands, he removed Varus $ 
from his Government, and made (a) Equus Modius his Suc- 4 
ceſſor; as we have ſaid elſewhere: Philip keeping Gamala, 5 
and the Country bordering upon it firm to the Romansw.. N 


1 
1 
i 
5 
44.6 
i:1 
1 


DI: — 
2 5 y 

g 2 "OE 1 4 

* —— — * 

n > pos A. 

9 * " : * 
n 6 

. 


< 14 

rr 

D . 
5 — 


N. wh 
Iu; 


22 


\Upon my coming to Gallilee, being given to underſtand 
by certain Intelligence, the Condition of this Affair, I wrote | 


to 
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to the Council at 7eruſalem, to receive the Honour of their 
Commands; and the Anſwer they ſent me was an Order to 
ſtay in Gallilee, and to provide the beſt I could for the Secu- 
rity and Defence of the Place, and to keep my Collegues {till 
about me, if they thought fit. Now having by this Time 
gather'd up a conſiderable Sum of Money that was in Arrear 


for the Prie/ts Tenths, they were bethinking themſelves of go- 


ing home again ; but upon my Requeſt to ſtay a little longer 


with me, till Things might be put in ſome Sort of Order, they 
agreed without any Difficulty. So we went altogether from 


Sepphoris to Bethmaus, a Place within ſome four Furlongs of 
Tiberias, from whence I ſent a Meſſenger to ſummon the Se- 
nate of Tiberias, and ſome of the Principals of the People 
to come over to me. Upon their Arrival, and Juſtus among 
the reſt, I told them that I was order'd by the Council of 
Ferulalem, together with my Companions, to confer with 


them about the demoliſhing of the Palace which Herod the 


Tetrarch had erected there, and adorned with ſeveral curi- 
ous Images and Figures of Living Creatures, being a Thing 
abſolutely forbidden by our Laws; earneſtly deſiring that it 


might be done out of Hand. Capella, and the People of his 


Faction oppos'd it a long Time; but at laſt after a hard 


Conteſt we carried the Point: Now while this Controverſie 


was a- foot, 7eſus the (a) Son of Saplia, at the Head of a ſcan- 
dalous Crew of Tarpaulins, and other beggarly Fellows, with 
the Help of a Band of ſeditious Gallileans, ſet Fire to the Pa- 
lace Royal, in Expectation of a conſiderable Booty; for every 
Thing they ſaw, was rich and gilded: And in Effect, they » 
ſpoil'd and carry'd away a great many good Things, in de- 
ſpite of all could be done to hinder it. So ſoon as this Con- 


ference with Capella, and the Governours of Tiberias was over, 


we betook ourſelves from Bethmaus into the Upper Gallilee; at 
which Time the Faction of 7e/zs put all the Greeks in Tiberias 


to the Sword, and all others likewiſe that had been Enemies 
to them before the War. Upon the News of this Outrage, I 


went in a great Paſſion to Tiberias, to try what I could fave 


or preſerve, of the King's Goods upon this Pillage ; as there 
were ſeveral rich Candle/ticks of Corrinthian Work; Precious 
Tables; a great deal of Silver in the Maſs : And in fine, pe- 
- ſolving all this while to depoſite what Goods ſoever I ſeiz d, 


for the King's Uſe: So that ſending for Ten of the chief Sena- 
tors, and Capella the Son of Antillus, I deliver'd all the rich 
Veſſels and other Things of Value into their Cultody, with a 

| Fs | Charge 


r . — 


Ta Apbia pais. 


— 


— 


, 


_ 


That they ſhould not offer- n er to Romans 


Tor LIPE o 5 


Charge Expreſs not to part with them to any Body but my⸗ 
ſelf. I went from thence with my Companions to Gi/chala, 
to inform myſelf what John intended to do; whom I found 
manifeſtly engag'd in the making of a Party, and ſetting up 
for himſelf. The Emperour had ſeveral Magazines of Corn 


up and down in the Upper Gallitee, and ohn would fain have 
had the Exporting, and the Vending of it, with an Intent, 


he ſaid, to employ the Profit upon the Building of Walls.and 


: Fortifications. J found what he would be at, and told him 
lainly,, that it was a Thing I could not give Way to. For 
(= cp obliged by Virtue of my Commiſſion from 7eru/alem 


to take care of all Things within that Juriſdiction, I could 
not diſpoſe of thoſe Stores any other Way than either to the 
Service of the Emperour, or the Good of the Province, When 
he found I was not to be wrought. upon, he apply'd himſelf 
to my Collegues, who, betwixt Want of Foreſight and the 
Love of Money, were brought over by Bribes and fair Words 
to comply with his Demands ; and being two to one, they 
muſt needs carry it. John had no ſooner gained this Point, 


but he bethought himſelf of another Invention. The Inhabi- 


tants of Cæſarea- Philippi were complaining to him, he ſaid, 
for want of pure Virgin cyl, and deſired him to ſupply them; 
the Greek Oyl being forbidden them, and the King's Prohibi- 


tion barring them from going out of Town to fetch it. Now 


this was not ſo much Religion in him, as Intereſt; for he knew 
that this Oyl bore forty Times the Price at Giſchala that it 
did at Cæſarea; fo that he ſent away 


that I durſt not pretend to hinder it, for fear the People 


ſhould ſtone me; and fo far only I yielded to it. This, in 


ſhort, was an Advice that John made a great Advantage of. 


From this Place I ſent my Collegues back again to 7eru- 


ſalem; and after that, made it my whole Buſineſs to arm, 
fortity, and in ſhort, to provide the beſt I could for the 


Defence of my Province. The Free- Becoters I found were not 


to be reduced by Foce; and ſo ] put the People upon trying 
what might be done by Compoſition ; whereupon we en- 
ter'd into a Treaty with ſeveral Leading Men among them 
to take them into Pay ; being all convinced, that the Charge 


of · the Penſion would not be comparable ro the Spoil they'd 


make by Rapine-and Pillage. We came, in fine, to an A- 
greement; and I took their Oaths for Performance of Ar- 
ticles, and fo diſmiſs'd them. The Conditions were theſe ; 


Or 


the Oyl from one 
_ Place to the other, under a Colour of y Licence. Now the 
Truth of it is, I did fo far licence the —— of it, 


1 


f FOSHPHUS ©; 


or Natives, nor ever ſet Foot into our Country, but when 
they were call'd, or elſe behind Hand in their Pay. But a- 
dove all other Things, it was my Care in the firſt Place, to 
| keep Gallilee quiet; and in order to that End, I made 
Choice of Seventy of their beſt Men to go along with me, 
whom I made uſe of, both as Companions, Councellors, 
and Aſſiſtants : Nay, and I govern'd myſelf in a great Mea- 
ſure too, by their Advice, ſaving an inviolable Reſpect all 
the while to Integrity and Juſtice : So that under the Ap- 
pearance of Friends, they ſerv'd me likewiſe in the Quality 
of Hoſtages. 3 | 
I was now in the Thirtieth Year of my Life; an Age 
wherein all the Virtue and Precaution in Nature is not able 
to ſecure a Man from the Laſh of Envy and Detraction; e- 
ſpecially in a Poſt of Honour and Power. But I can ſay this 
for myſelf however, That I was never charg'd with any Miſ- 
demeanour, either in Matter of Women, or Corruption. I 
wanted nothing, and I coveted nothing: Nay, I was ſo fag 
from taking any Thing that did not belong to me, that I re- 
fuſed my very Teaths, though properly dre to me as a Prieſt, 
even when they were offer'd me. As for the Spoils upon 
the Defeat I gave the Syrians, it is very true, that I ſent 
Part of that Booty to my Kindred at Feruſalem; and ſo after 
Two Overthrows given to the Sepphorites ; Four to the Peo- 
ple of Tiberias, the Gadarenes once at my Mercy, and John 
himſelf, after ſeveral treacherous Practices, made my Priſo- 
ner, I paſs'd it all over withour taking any Revenge, either 
of the one or the other; and God, that ſaw the Innocence of 
my Heart in this whole Matter, was fo gracious as to deliver 
me from the Snares of my perfidious Enemies; and not up- 
on that Occaſion only, but divers Times afterwards, as will 
be ſeen in its proper Place. | 
The People of Callilee had all of them ſuch a Reſpe& and 
Tenderneſs for me, that though they ſaw their Towns de- 
ſtroy'd, and their Wives and, Children hurry'd away into 
Captivity before their Faces, they had much a greater Con- 
cern yet for my Hazards and Sufferings than their own. For 
was ready to burſt all this while with Envy at the Thought 
of my being ſo popular; and under the Pretext of a prefent 
Indiſpoſition, he wrote to me for Leave to go to the Hos 
3 Baths of Tiberias for his Health; which I not only granted 
him at firſt Word, without ſo much as dreaming of) any 
Trick in the Bottom of it, but gave him Recommendatory 
Letters alſo to provide for the Entertainment of himſelf and 
his Train, with Meat, Drink, Lodging, and all other Con- 
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veniences, and to take care that they wa? ted nothing, 7 
vas at this Time in a e of Gallilee call'd Cana. :Fo 
Was no ſooner come to 77Þ2rzas, but he fell preſently to Work 
upon debauching the habitat into a Sedition, and in- 
veigling them over into his Party. Thiere were a great ma- 
ny among them forward and factious enough, to hearken to 
any Thing that might lead to a. Change ; and Had at Heart 
too, of ſuch an Occaſion: As among others, Juſtus, and 
nis Father Piſtus, who immedigtely cloſed with the Propo - 
ſition, and join!d, Intereſt with” John againſt mę. But by 
God's Providence the Plot was Faſpnibly difappointed ; for 

Silas, my Deputy-Governour of T { erias, Tent me the whole | 
Story of it from Point to Point; how the Caſe ſtood at that 
Time, and what they intended : Adviſing me by all Means 
to haſten thither all I could, and prevent the Miſchief be- 
fore it was too late; for the, Government wo l quickly 

in other Hands elſe. Upon Readi by this Atelli nce, I . 
poſted away for Tiberias with 290 en ; „ ſent . ellenger | 
before, to let nyt jends know I Wes a-comihg, and ſo oh, : 


velPd the whole N1 be, The Peop! e e, early in the Mgryin 4 


came out sf = = 97 meet me upon he Way, and 
himſelf (on but ſo cut of ee e and 
come 185 Ne dag d his Guilt in his Face. Being 


| ko bimlelf at is Neck was at Stake if he 
Wa ſer he made a haſty Reverehice, and tha Jriſtagt 
withdrew, to his Lodging. In the mean Time, ay ent Tt 
to the publick Place of "Exerciſes, _ where I diſcharp'd' 1 my. f 
own rain, all bat bhi Man and ten Soldiers that 1 ke 8 
Bout 6 After this; Lmounted a high Standing that I 7% 

5 up there, from Shoes made a Diſcourſe to tha 74 therians 
8 5 5 Subject of. od Faith and Allegiance; the Hohour 
of a generous Conſtaney; and the dangerous Gonſequenites, 3 
as well as the actual Baſeneſs, of Betraying a Truſt ; föf ons 
Treachery, I*told them, Would moſt certainly 85 averiged 
upon the Head of the Traitor ,by another, and that after 
one Act of Perfidy, their Credit would be loſt for ever. The 
Words were hardly out of my Mouth, but J heard ſome 
body call fiercely and earneſtly to me Immediately to Lm 
dewn, and provide for my own Security, for my Enemies wers | 
© guſt upon me; and that this was' no, Time for Speeches. 4 

Now the Truth of it was, that having me at an Advantage, 
in a Place where I was little better than Alone, John drew 
a ſelect Number of Men out of the Thouſand that he com- 
manded, with Orders to fall upon me there by Surprize: 
And they were already advanc'd within a very little of 
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Executing their Deſign; which they had certainly done, if | 
I had not leapt down that very Moment by the Help of one 
of my own Guards, whoſe Name was Jacob, and one Herod 
of Tiberias, who led me off to the Lake ; where, by great 
Providence, I found a Veſſel ready that carry'd me off to Ta- 
richee, beyond all Expectation, and out of the Reach and 
Power of my Enemies. The People of the Place were fo 
enrag'd at the Tiberians upon this Story of their barbarous 


Treachery, that they betook themſelves to their Arms, and 
begg'd of me in a Body, only to march in the Head of them 


againſt thoſe perfidious Wretches, that . they might do me 
Right upon them for ſo horrid a Villany. The Report of 


this Outrage was quickly ſpread all over Callilee, with an 
Invitation to come in and join with them againſt Tiberias, 
and to remit themſelves to the Direction and Conduct of 


their Governour, to do whatever he ſhould think fit. The 
Gallileans gather'd together preſently in great Numbers; and 
with great Earneſtneſs entreated me to aſſault Tiberias, and 
upon the taking of it utterly to demoliſh it; and to expoſe 
the Inhabitants with their whole Families to Sale for Slaves 


at a publick Outcry. And this was not the Senſe of the 


Gallileaps alone, but my very Friends that came to me out 
of Tiberias were of the ſame Opinion too. But I was fo ten- 
der of making myſelf the Author and Beginner of a civil 
War, that I could not bring myſelf to reſolve upon thoſe 
Extremities : And, in Truth, I was very deſirous to put a 
Stop to the Diſpute before it came to Blows : Beſide that T 
vreſs'd it as their own Intereſt alſo, not to fall to Cutting 
one anothers Throats for a Spectacls to the Romans, that 
were to ſtand looking on. By this Means I took off the 
Edge of the Gallilœans, in the Concluſion ; though not with- 
out much ado. When 7ohn found that all his juggling 
Practices againſt me ſtill fail'd him, it was high Time now, 
he thought, to look to himſelf: So that taking along what 
Men he had about him, he quitted: Tiberias and went to Gift- 
chala, and from thence he wrote me a kind of an Excuſato- 
ry, Acknowledging Letter: Setting forth, That it was in- 
deed a very ill Thing done, but without any Privity of his, 
as he call'd God to Witneſs, He begg'd of me, that I would 


. believe him, with moſt hideous Oaths and Imprecations in 


his Letter, to the Truth of what he told me, to a Syllable. 
But this did not ſatisfy the Gallilgaus at all; for they knew 
him too well, for a perjur'd Wretch, to believe one Word 
he faid, ever the more for his Swearing it: Sc that they 
preſs'd me ſtill, (being a mighty Body of Men got together) 
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to lead them on to the Aſſault, that they might deſtroy him, 


and Giſchala, the Place of his Nativity, both at once. I 
gave them a Thouſand Thanks for the Reſpect and Good- 


will they had ſhew'd me; and aſſur'd them of all the beſt 


Offices I could do them in Requital : But at the ſame Time, 


J advis'd them by all means to be temperate, and patient, 


and to give me leave to try a little if the Quarrel might not 
be taken up without Blood, and to their liking too, before 
it came to further Miſchief. The Gallilæans yielded, and 
they came ſoon after to Sepphoris. The Inhabitants, being 
reſolv'd to keep Faith with the Romans, were not without 
Tome Apprehenſion upon my Advance, and ſo contriv'd for 
their own Security, how they might give me a Diverſion 
ſome other Way. Jeſus, the Head of the Out- laus, was at 
that Time upon the Borders of Ptolemais, with a Body of 
800 Men under his Command ; and they could not do bet- 
ter, they thought, than preſently to diſpatch a Meſſenger to 
' him with the Promiſe of a conſiderable Sum of Money to 
make War upon us. The Temptation prevail'd ; and the 
Way he pitch'd upon was to take us at unawares, and un- 
provided; and ſo to do the Work by Surprize. Upon this, 
he ſeat Word to me by a Meſſenger, that he ſhould be glad 
if I would give him leave to make me a Viſit. I made no 
Difficulty of doing it; for I had no Jealouſy in the World of 
foul Play: So that he took a Troop of his Robbers, and ha- 
Nen'd his Journey all he could. But the Deſign miſcarry'd : 
For upon his Approach within a little of the Town, I had 
Intelligence brought me by a Deſerter from him that came 
over to me, of the whole Contrivance. Upon this Informati- 
on, I went directly into the Market-place, as if I had known 
nothing of the Plot upon me; and I was there attended with 
a numerous Train of Gallilgans in Arms, and ſeveral Tiberi- 
ans among them. I gave Order then for the Guard of the Paſ- 
fes, and to the Porters of the Gates, to let in only Jes himſelf, 
with ſome few of his Followers, and then ſhut the Gates upon 
the reſt : Or if they ſhould attempt to break in by Violence, 
they ſhould repel them with Blows too. They did as they 
were order'd, and admitted 7eſus with ſome few of his Train, 
and then ſhut the Gates upon the reſt. So ſoon as he was 
in, I bad him throw down his Arms, or expect tc die; which 
he did, finding himſelf ſurrounded with a Guard of Soldiers. 
Upon this, thoſe of his Men that were ſhut out, hearing how 
it was with their Leader, betook themſelves immediately to 
Flight. So calling Jeſus apart, I told him ſomewhat to this 
Purpoſe ; I have you now in my Hands, you fee ; I knew all 
2 6 4 5 | | your 
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your Contrivances, your Counſels, and your Adviſers ; and yet 
after all theſe Provocations, if you will paſs your Ward now 
to be an honeſt Man, and a good Subject, for the Time to come, 
all that you have hitherto. done ſhall be forgiven, and forgot- 
ten. He promiſed he would, and ſo I gave him his Liberty, 
and his Men again, leaving him as I found him, And for 
the Sepphorites, I only charg'd them to be quiet and peace» 
able for the future, at their Peril. | | 
There came to me at the ſame Time, two Noblemen, and 
Subjects of the King of Trachonis, with Horſes, Money, and 
Arms. The Fews were abſolutely againſt the receiving of 
them, unleſs they would be circumcis'd; but I told them 
that every Man was to worſhip God according to the Rules 
of his own Conſcience, not of another Man's; and therefore 
I was utterly agaiaſt the giving of them any Trouble upon 
that Account : Beſide that it would be an inhoſpitable Ri- 
gour, to make People that came to them for Sanctuary in 
their Diſtreſs, repent the good Opinion they had of their 
Charity. Upon diſcourſing the Matter, the Multitude were 
all of the ſame Mind, and ſo I gave them an Entertainment 
ſuitable to the Circumſtances and Occaſion. 
King Agrippa, in the mean Time, ſent (a) Eguus Modius 
with a conſiderable Force to take in the Caſtle of Magdala. 
He was not in a Condition to lay Siege to it; but all that he 
could do was to poſt Guards upon the Avenues, and ſo to block 
up Gamala. Ebutius, the Decadarch, that had the Command 
of the Great Plain, underſtanding that I was come to Simo- 
nias, a Village upon. the Skirts of Gallilee, and a Matter of 
ſixty Furlongs off from the Place where he was; he drew out 
a hundred Horſe that he had then about him, near two hun- 
dred Foot, and ſome Auxiliary Troops from Gaba, and mak- 
ing one Night's Journey of it, came up to the Village; where» 
upon. I fac'd him with a Body of the beſt Men I had. He 
was too ſtrong for me in Horſe, and would fain have drawn 
me into the open Field ; but my Strength conſiſting princi- 
pally in Foot, I found it would not be ſafe to venture myſelf 
upon that Odds of Ground, and fo kept to my Station, 
Ebutius did what he could to force me from my Poſt ; but 
when he ſaw it was not to be done with Horſe he quitted his 
Deſign, and march'd off to Gaba, with the Loſs only of three 
Men in the Action. I follow'd him immediately upon the 
Heel, with a Body of 2000 Men, and when I came to Beſara, 
3 Town upon the Border of Ptolemazs, and ſome 20 Furlongs 
355 3 E 2 . from 
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from Gaba, where Æbutius at that Time was, I took Poſicſ-- 


fion of all the Paſſes about it, to ſecure my Quarters, and in 
the mean Time carried off the Wheat, and other Grain, to a 
prodigious Quantity, that had been taken from the Neigh- 


bouring Villages belonging to Queen Berenice, which was 


there laid up in Store. This Proviſion I cauſed to be tran- 
ſported to Gallilee upon a Multitude of Camels and Aſſes 
that I brought thither on Purpoſe. So ſoon as this Work 
was over, I offer'd Zbutius Battle, but when we ſaw he durit 
not venture upon an Engagement, I bent my Courſe toward 
Neapolitanus, who was then in Garriſon witha Body of Horſe 
at Scythopolis, and committing Ravage in the Country about 
Tiberias. By this Means I deliver'd Tiberias from any farther 
Vexation from this Enemy : And my whole Care was in the 
next Place how to provide for the Settling of Gallilee. _ 

Nov 7ohn the Son of Levi, being, as you have heard, at 
Gi/chala, was gall'd at the very Soul to ſee Matters go ſo well 
with me, and to find how much. I was belov'd by my Peo- 
ple, and fear'd by my Enemies: And in the Rancour of this 


Envy, propoſed to himſelf how he might turn the Hearts of 
my Subjects againſt me, ſolliciting the Tiberiam, and the 
Sepphorites to join againſt me, and flattering himſelf, that 


he might get the Gabarenes to fall:off too; theſe being the 
moſt conſiderable People in Callilee; inſinuating, how much 
eaſter their Condition would be. under his Government than 


they found it in mine; and reckoning upon it all the while, 


that juſt ſo much Advantage, or Reputation as I got, he 


himſelf loſt. The Sepphorites were, in Truth, neither for 


him, nor for me, but for the Romans. The Tiberians weld 
not be perſuaded to Revolt, but promis'd however to Her- 
tain an amicable Correſpondence with him; only the Gaba- 
renes clos'd with him t6 all Purpoſes, by the Means of Simon 
an eminent Citizen, and a peculiar Friend and Companion 
of John's; and they were not altogether barefac'd neither 
in their. new Alliance, for fear of the Gallileans, of whoſe 
Friendſhip; and Reſpect to me they had ſeen ſo many Expe- 
riments, but they never fail'd however, of coming in for a 
Part in any underhand Practices againſt me; and it was very 
narrowly that I ſcap'd them upon one particular Inſtance. 
There was a Party of Dabarittenians, a Parcel of bold young 
Fellows, that upon Intelligence that the Wife of Ptolemy, 
the King's Intendunt, Travelling with a pompous Train of 
Horſe and-pther Equipage over the Great Plain, out of the 
King's Juriſdiction into a Province of the Romans ; Way-laid, 


and fer vpon the Company, forc'd the Lady to ſhift for her- 


ſelf, 


S 
* 


ob 


ſelt, and made Prize of what ſhe had. This paſy'd, while 1 
was at Tarichee, and thither they brought four Mules laden 
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with rich Clothes and other precious Furniture, a great Num- 
ber of Silver Veſſels, and 500 Pieces of Gold. Now theſe 


being the Goods of Ptolemy, a Man of my own Tribe; (and 


our Law not allowing us ſo much as to rob our very Enemies) 
I told the People that brought them, that they were by any 
means to be preſerv'd, till they could be fold to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, and,the Money then to be laid out upon Repairing 
the Walls of Feru/alem. Theſe Ruffians laid it ſo to Heart to 
be diſappointed of a Booty, they thought themſelves as good 
as ſure of, that they gave it out up and down all about Tie- 


| _ 74as, that I had a Deſign in my Head to betray the Province 
to the Romans. I pretended indeed, they ſaid, to emplo 


the Profit of the Purchaſe upon Rebuilding the Walls of Je- 
ruſalem; but upon the whole Matter that my Buſineſs was to 
reſtore it to the former Maſter : And they were not much 
wide 'of the Matter ; for after the Departure-of the young 


Men, I call'd two Citizens to me of the firſt Quality; that is 


to ſay, Daſſion, and Jannæus the Son of Levi, both in great 
Eſteem with the King; and order'd them to make Reſtitution 


of the Prize ; and upon Pain of Death not to diſcover the 


Secret to any Mortal. The Rumour was by this Time ſpread 
all over Gallilee, that I was in a Conſpiracy to deliver them 
up to the Romans ; and all People were tamper'd againſt me 
to take a Revenge. The Men of Taricheæ among others, 
gave ſo much Credit to the Story, that they dealt with ſeveral 
of my Guards, and other Soldiers, to ſteal away from me in 


my Sleep, and come into the Circus to confer there with other 


People concern'd, how to diſpoſe of the Government: When 
the came thither, they found a huge Concourſe of People 
gotten together before-hand ; all with one Voice calling out 
for Juſtice upon the Traitor: But the Ring-leader uf the Tu- 


mult was Jeſus, the (a) Son of Saphius, who was at that Time 


the Head-Magiſtrate of Tiberias; and one of the falſeſt, and 


the moſt ſeditious Wretches under the Sun. He preſented 
- himſelf with the Two Tables of Moſes in his Hand, and preſ- 


ſing into the Crowd, he ſpake to them after this Manner. 
If [6 it be, ſays he, that you have no Regard at all to your own 
Good andSafety,let it be recommended to you however to preſerve 
a Reverence ſtill for theſe holy Laws, which that ſame Joſeph 


wyourGovernour, has madenoDifficulty to betray, and conſequent- 


ly to render himſelf ſo odious to all good Men, that no Puniſh- 
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ment can be tos exemplary and ſevere. Theſe Words were 
entertain'd with Acclamations and Applauſes: So that the 
People gathered together, and taking Soldiers along with 
them ; hurry'd away immediately to my Lodging, with a 
full Determination to take away my Life. And there lay 1, 
quite tir'd and faſt aſleep, without ſo much as the leaſt Seiiſe 
or Thought of a Tumult. But at laſt, all on a ſudden, Si. 
mon, one of the Guards, and the only Man that ſtay'd with 


me, upon the Sight of a Crowd of People prefſirig in upon 


me, rouz'd me up and wak'd me; ſhew'd me the Danger I 
Was in, and advis'd me in one Word, rather to ſuffer a ge- 
Herous Death from my own Hand, than to be inſulted upon 
at the Will and Pleaſure of an inſolent Enemy. Upon this 
Advice I committed myſelf to Providence ; chang'd my 
Cloaths ; diſguis'd myſelf in Black; put on my Sword; 
and out I went thorough the middle of the Throng ; and ſo 
by a By-way, where I was ſure to meet none of my Adver- 
aries, I ſhew'd myſelf in the Circus, where I fell upon my 
Face, weeping. and wailing in ſo moving a Manner, that 
the Generality of the Multitude themſelves could not but pi- 
ty me. When 1 found the Humour of the People in ſome 


Meaſure wropght upon, and ſoften'd, I did what I could to 


divide them in their Opinions of me, and of my Condition, 
before the Return of the Soldiers from my Lodgings. I did not 
deny it, 1 told them, but that there was ſomewhat indeed of 
Truth in the Matter that was objected againſt me. I deſir'd 
only that they would firſt underſtand the Fact, and what Uſe 
1 intended to make of that Booty; and then, if the thought 
me worthy of Death, let them take my Lift in God's Name. 
The Multitude were for Hearing me, and bad me ſpeak on; 
only the Soldiers being juſt now return'd, they were for Cut- 
ting me to Pieces out of Hand: But upon the Clamour of the 
common People, and fecond Thoughts, they were prevail'd 
upon to reſpite the Execution; taking for granted, that af. 
ter the Diſcovery, and Confeſſion of the Treaſon, and that I 


did really intend to reſerve that Money for the King, they + 


ſhould have a better Excuſe and Pretence for going thorough * 
with the Work at laſt; and ſo do the ſame Thing that Way 
as well as the other. Upon this, they gave me the Hearing, 
and Silence being proclaim'd, that which I ſaid was ſhort, 
nd no ER Coins EE | | 
Men and Brethren, if it ſhall be your Opinion that I have de- 
ſerved to die, fo let it be; provided 1 may but give you a true 
State * the Caſe I ſuffer ſer, before I go. I have ever look'd 
upon this City as a Sanctuary to Strangers ; and indeed fo * 
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and general a Comfort to Mankind, that betwixt the Convenie 1- 
cies of the Place, and the agreeable Manners and Converſation 
of the Inhabitants; Multitudes of People have been prevaiÞd 
upon to quit their native Soil, and tranſplanting themſelves hi- 
ther, to take their Fortunes, Good or Bad with the Country: 
And what's my Crime now, but the Dedicating of a Sum of Mo- 

ney, out of a Zeal to the publick Service, toward the Repairing of 
your Walls ? This is, in ſhort, the Ground of your Diſpleaſure. 
The Taricheans and Forcioners, with infinite Thanks and En- 
couragement, bad me go en, and fear nothing; but the Calli- 
{evans and Tiberians, on the other Hand, were as untractable 
and ontrageous : So that it came to a direct Feud betwixt 
them; the one Side plying me with Menaces and hard Words; 
and the other ũndertaking for my Security and Protection. 
But upon promiſing the Tib#Fians to do as much for them too, 
and ſo likewiſe for other Towns, where the Situation would 
dear it, they let fall the Conteſt; took my Word for the Per- 
formance, and ſlipt every Man away, one after another to his 
own Home: After which unexpected, and wonderful Deli- 
'verance, I returned with ſome Friends, and a matter of 
twenty Soldiers, to my own Quarter. The Ruffians, and the 
Heads of this ſeditious Tumult, finding themſelves now in 
ſome Danger to be call'd to an Account for what they had 
done, gather'd together amatter of 690 of them, and marched 
right-out to the Houſe where I lodg'd, with a Reſolution to 
ſet Fire to it. Having Notice of their coming, and of their 
Purpoſe, it would have look'd ſcandalouſly Methought, to 
fly before them: So that I rather choſe to ſhut the Doors 
againſt them and make the beſt of a bad Game. Upon this, 
I call'd to them out of my Window; that if Money was 
their Buſineſs, they had no more to do then, but to appoint 
any Body they thought fit to receive it, and never trouble 
their Heads with any further Squabble for the Matter. So 
they ſent over a Party to fetch the Morey, and upon their 
entring the Houſe, finding one particular Perſon to be more 
inſolent and troubleſom than the reſt of his Companions, © 
I order'd him to be ſeiz'd, whipt; one Hand cut off, and 
hang'd about his Neck, and fo turn'd out again, to tell 
his Tale to thoſe that employ'd him upon this Errand. 
The whole Company was fo ſurpriz'd at this Treatment, 
that taking for granted I had a ftrong Guard in my Houle, 
they all ſcour'd away immediately for fear of being ſerv'd 
with the fame Sawce, and by this Stratagem, I brought my- 
ſelf off for this Bout. After this Diſappointment, they 
had Recourlt to another Invention (as they would never 
hn, 2 | be 


* 


2 3 7 4 


ee ————— 
rer 
be without fome Pretext or other to move the Multitude. ) 
They pick'd à Quarrel with the: two Noblemen, that ap- 
ply'd themſelves in their Diſtreſs. to me for Sanctuary. They 
were Spies and Poiſoners, they ſaid, and not to be protect- 
ed in any Place where they would not conform to the Faſhi- _ 
ons of the Country. This popular Way of Hint and Inſi- 
nuation, put the Multitude into their Freaks again; but up- 
en hearing which Way it wrought, I told them plainly that 
It was not either generous or diſcreet to provoke, and to in- 
Fult upon People that caſt themſelves upon us for Succour ; 
for we did not know how ſoon their Caſe might come to be 
our own. And then to fancy their coming hither to poiſon 
be | us, nothing coyld be more ridiculous; for what ſhould the 
I FRomans be at the Charge for, of maintaining ſo many Legi- 
ons in Arms, and in Pay, when there would need no more, 
if they were that Way given, than a Spell, or a Bolus; to do 
the Work? This pacify'd them a little for the preſent; but their 
Choler was up again immediately: Inſomuch that away 
they went with a Band of deſperate Ruffians together to 
'Tarichee, to beſet the Lodgings of theſe Strangers and fall 
upon their Perſons, In the yery Inſtant of hearing what they 
were about, I got what Men I could together, and fo poſted 
away with zel poſſible Speed to prevent the Miſchief ; for the 
Sufferance of ſo barbarous an Inhumanity would have made 
me odious to Mankind, Briefly I made a Shift to get up 
Time enough to ſhut the Door and make good the Houle till 
I could runja Trench from the Backſide into the Lake there 
=. at Hand, where I took a Boat, and ſo croſſed over to the Bor- 
* ders of the Hippenians, with my two noble Gueſts aboard, 
| | wherel1 allow'd them the Value of their Horſes,” which'in 
ſuch a Hurry they could not take along with them: And for 
a Farewel, earneſtly. heſought them to bear their preſent Lot 
with Conſtancy and Honour. It went to the very Heart of 
me to do a Thing ſo like Treachery, as to deliver up any Man 
to the Mercy of an Enemy's Country that had thrown him- 
ſelf intomyArms,in Confidence of good Faith and Protection; 
but of the two, I rather choſe how hazardous ſoever, to leave 
them to Providenee one Way, than to a certain Deſtruction 
by the Perfidy of my own People, the other. But after all 


27 


this, they were preſerved at laſt ; Agrippa pardon'd them; 
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and this was the End of theſe Broilss. 

The Tiberians having it now in their Heads to go over to. 
King Agrippa, offer d him their Service by Letter, provided 
he would furniſh” them with Troops ſufficient to protect 
them. Upon the firit Notice of this Overtupe, . 
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look after them; andupon my Arrival, they mlnded' me of 5 
my Promiſe for the Rebuilding of their Walls, being in- 
formed, it ſeems, that Thad been as good as my Word at 
Tarichem, already. I told them it ſnouſd be done, and gave 
Orders forithe providing of Materials, and Workmen to go? 
in. Hand withiit immediately. Aſter three Days ſtay there, 
IL made a Journey to Tarichee ſome Thirty" Furlongs off -* 
In which: Time it ſo happen'd, that certain Roman Troops 
being upon their. March within Sight of Tiberias, the Inha-- 
bitants took them ta be Horippa's Party, falling preſently in- 
to the higheſt Adrgiration of the King in the World: And 
at the ſame Time refſciting upon me as bitterly and con- 
temptuoufly as was poffibler The next News I heard, was 
brought me by ga Meſſenger in great haſte, that the People 
were upon the very Point of a Revolt, which put me to my 
Wits End what to do. For the Sabbath being now at Hand, 
I had diſmiſsd the Soldiers: from Tariehæm tor the quieter 
Celebration of the Fel ival Beſide that i ſeldom kept a Guard 
about me in that Place; 4w Confidence of the try'd Loyalty, 
and good: Affection ofſthe People: So that having only ſe- 
ven Soldiers, and ſome few Friends about rife, I found myſelf 
ina great Perplexity what Cuurſe to take. It would have been 
to no Purpoſe to recat+4my Troops now-:lw the Evening, 
which I canld have no Uſe at all of the next Day: And then, 
for the People of Tarichee, Strangers and all, if could have 
engag'd them to my Aſſiſtance, as perhaps I might, by the 
Hope and Promiſe of Pillage and Booty, they would not have 
been ſufficient yet at laſt to have done my Buſineſs: And 
there Was no Room for Conſideration or Delay, for fear of ths 
Enemies prepoſſeſſing the City in the interim, and ſhutting 
me out, ſo that I bethought myſelf of this Invention T1 
gave it in Charge to ſame' of my particular and truſty: 
Friends, to Jeep a ſtrict Eye upon the Gates, and not ſuſ- 
fer any Creature to paſs out of the Toun They wers 
likewiſe to appoint the Heads of the chief Families in the 
City, every Man to mount his Boat and put out into the Lake, 
with only one Marine o every Bark, and ſo to fol- 
low me, while F myſelf with ſeven Soldiers, and ſome few 
of my Friends, in another Boat, ſtoochaway to Rghrs for 77 
berias ; where the People were by this Time inform'd of 
their Miſtake, and that there were no Troops of the King's at 
Hand, as they imagin'd. The Inhabitants ſeeing the Lake 

however cover'd over with Veſſels, and furmiſing nothing leſs 
than an Army. aboard ready to break in upon the City; 
betook themſel ves, upon this Fright, and ſecond Thoughis. 
do 
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to other Meaſures. For they laid down their Arms, and 
coming out with their Wives and Children, and with all 
the Submiſſion in the World, they joy'd me of my Arrival, | 
wiſh'd me Succeſs in my Undertakings, and invited me in- 
to their City : Little dreaming all this while that the Plot 
was diſcover'd. Upon drawing near the Shore; I gave Or- 
der for all my Followers to come to an Anchor ſo far from 
Land, that the People might not diſcern this formidable 
Fleet at ſuch a Diſtance to be only an Amuſement of emp- 
ty Boats. In the mean Time, I'came up myſelf to the very 
Key ; and after a Rebuke ſevere enough, for the Wicked- 
neſs and Folly of their Breach of Faith, I was content yet in 
the End to paſs it all over, upon Condition that they ſhould 
ſend me aboard ten of the beſt Men they had for a Caution; 
which they did at firſt Word: And by this Trick I got the 
whole Senate, anda great Part of their principal Citizens, one 
after another by little and little into my Hand. The Remairt- 
dier of the Multitude reflecting upon the Condition the 
now were in, caſt the Fault wholly upon one Clitus, a bold, 
hot-headed Fellow among them, as the chief Incendiary, and 
deſir'd me that I would command Juſtice to be done upon 
him. I could not in Conſcience put a Man of my own Tribe 
to Death; and yet lying under an abſolute Neceſſity of mak- 
ing him Exemplary, ſome way or other, I commanded one 
Levi, a Soldier in my Guards, to cut off one of his Hands. 
The Fellow durſt not venture upon it alone, for fear of the 
People; and I was as much afraid on the other Side, leſt the 
People ſhould take notice of his boggling at the Execution. 
So that without any more ado, I call'd out to Clitus myſelf. 
Come, ſaid I, Thou baſeſt of Men, I do here condemn thee to 
the Lojs of both thy Hands for thy Ingratitude and Treachery, 
and, as much as in thee lies, to be thine own Executioner ; 
wherefore be quick and diſpatch, or thou ſhalt not come off 
2. The Man beg'd hard to be excus'd for one of them, 
and after ſome ſeeming Difficulty having obtain'd it, he forth- 
with cut off his left Hand with his Right, to ſave the other; 
and this put an End to the Tumult. From hence I return'd 
to Tarichee leaving the Tiberians in great Admiration at 
the putting of a Stop to ſo furious an Uproar without Blood- 
ſhed. Matters being now quiet, I ſent for the Tiberian Priſoners 
to eat with me; Juſtus and his Father Piſtus among the reſt. I 
was ſaying, in the Freedom of Table-Diſccurſe, that I look'd 
upon the Romans as the greateſt People under the Sun; but yet, 
in regard of the preſent Faction I had to do withal, I reckon'd 
| | e 
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it good Diſcretion to keep my Thoughts to myſelf; and it 
would be well if they did ſo too, I thought, till Times ſhould 


be better; and in the mean while to live quiet under my Ad- 
miniſtration; for they ſhould never find any Governour 


eaſier to them than myſelf, So I minded 7u/tus of the 


' Gallileans cutting off the Hands of his Brother upon a 


Pretence of Forgery, and before my c— from Jeruſalem; 
and likewiſe how the Gamalites upon a Diſpute they had with 
the Babylonians after Philip's Departure, put his Kinſman 
Chares to Death: Whereas*I had not treated his Brother-in- 
Law Jeſus, I told fim at that barbarous Rate. This was the 
Subſtance of what paſs'd at Supper; and the next Morning 


early, Juſtus and his Companions were all diſcharg'd. 


It was a little before this, that Philip the Son of Jacim, 


went away from Camala upon this Account. News being 
brought him of the Revolt of Varus from Agrippa, and Mo- 


dius Eguus, his very good Friend, put in his Place, he gave 
Modius to underſtand by Letter, how it was with him, and 
the preſent State of his Affairs, with a Pacquet alſo for the 
King and the Queen, who were then at Berytus. Modius 
was overjoy'd to find him in Health, and in ſo good a Con- 
dition, and ſent away the other Pacquet according to the Ad. 
dreſs. So ſoon as the King perceiv'd, by theſe Letters, that 
the Story of Philip's putting himſelf in the Head of the Fews 
againſt the Romans, was a falſe Report, he ſent for him to 
Court by a Party of Horſe ; and ab into his Arms up- 
on his Arrival with great Honour and Kindneſs, told the Com- 
manders about him, that this was the Perſon they heard was 

one off from the Romans. He ſent him, ſoon after this, with 
2 Troops of Horſe to the Fort of Gamala ; with Inſtructi- 
ons to bring away all his Family; re- ſettle the Babylonians in 
Batan&a, and to take all poſſible Care to keep the People quiet. 
Philip had no ſooner recciv'd his Orders, but away he went 


immediately upon his Commiſſion, About this Time, up 


* 


ſtarted a kind of a Quack Doctor, whoſe Name was Joſeph, 
with a Crew of mad young Rogues at his Heels, and not with- 
out ſome conſiderable Citizens in the Medly, for the better 
countenancing of the Tumult. The Buſineſs of this Mounte- 
bank was to debauch the People from their Allegiance, by en- 
couraging them to take up Arms, and with Sword in Hand to 


aſſert their ancient Rights and Liberties. The Faction grew 


quickly to ſuch a Head, thas.it was certain Death to appoſe 
them; as in this Riot they kill'd Chares and his Kinſman Jeſus, 
Ee, F | with 
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with the Sifter of 7u/?us of Tiberias, of whom we have ſpok- 


en already. They wrote to me after this, to ſend them Troops 


for a Garriſon, and Workmen to run up a Wall about the 
Town; which I agreed to, both the one, and the other. 


At the ſame Time the Country of the Gaulanites fell off 
from Agrippa as far as the Village So/yma. I wall'd-in So- 


gannis, and Seleucia, two very ſtrong Places by Situation; and 


1 fortify'd ſeveral Towns in. the Upper Gallilee, as Jamnia, 


Amerytha, and Charabe, among the rocky Mountains. In 


Callilee I fortify'd the Towns alſo of Tarichee, Tiberias, and 
Sepphorisz and the Villages of the Cave of Arbela, Berſobe, 


Selame, Jotapata, Capharath, Compſogona, Næpapha, and the 
Mount /tabyr. In theſe Places L had my Magazines of Corn 


and Arms, e a 
This proſperous Courſe of my Affairs was ſuch an Eye- 
fore to John the Son of Levi,” that he took up a Reſolution 


ſome way or other, at what rate 4 to deſtroy me: So 


that after the Walling-in of Oiſehala, he ſent away his Bro- 
ther Simon with a Hundred 'Mern*to'Simon the Son of Gama- 
liel, at Jeruſalem, to try if he could get the Council of the 
City to remove me from my Government, and to ſubſtitute 


725 in my Place. Now this Simon was a Citizen of the 
firſt Rank 3 by Sea, a Phariſee, and conſequently a ſtrict 


Obſerver.of the Laws of Moſes ; 4 Perſon of extraordinary 
prudence, and nd Man better qualify'd for the obviating of 


any Difficulty at a Pinch : Over and above that, he was 


John's ancient and particular Friend, and at that Time 
known to be my Enemy. He was, in ſhort, fo far wrought 
upon by Sollicitation and Intreaty, that he put it in the Head 
of the High-Prieft, Ananus, and Zeſus the Son of Gamala, 
with othexs of the Party, to have a Care of me betimes, be- 
fore I got up to be op ſtrong for them; for they were high- 
ly concern'd, he ſaid, to have me turn'd out of the Com- 
mand of Gallilee, and to ſee it done without Delay too, be- 
fore the Deſign could take Air, for fear of my preventing 
the Execution of it, by falling in upon them with a power- 
ful Army. Ananus the High-Prieſt told him, on the other 
Hand, that I had ſo many of the High. pris and Heads of 
the People, that could bear Witneſs to the Conduct and 
Juſtice of my Adminiſtration, that it would be a hard Mat- 
ter to obtain a Vote againſt me: Neither would it appear 
reaſonable to proceed to a judgment upon any Man, without 
aſſigning his Crime. So Simon deſir'd them to make no Words 
at all of what had paſs'd, but leave it to him to take Care for 
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the Diſplacing of me ſome other Way. Upon «this he ap- 
ply'd himſelf to the Brother of John, and propos'd the Di- 
ſtribution of Money and Preſents among the Friends of Ana- 
nus, as the moſt likely Courſe he could take for the gaining 
of his Point. By this Method, in fine, Simon compalled his 
End; for Ananus and his Companions, upon the receiving 
of theſe Bribes, laid their Heads together immediately how 
they might depoſe me from my, Government ; and, withour 
making ſo much as any one Man beſide privy to the Coun- 
ſel : The Way they pitch'd upon was to employ four Agents 
upon the Commiſſion ; two of them Noble, and the ether 
two private Perſons ; but all four equally qualify'd, for 
their Learning, and Skill in the Law: As there was (a) Jo- 
nathan, and Ananias'; both Phariſees, for two of them: (5) 
Jozar, a Man of a Sacerdotal Family, and a Phariſee alſo, 
for a Third; and then the Fourth was Simon, of the Ponti- 
fical Line too, and the Toungeſt of the Four. Theſe Men had 
their Inſtructions given them to Reaſon the Matter at the 
next Meeting of the Gallileans, with the Members of the Aſ- 
ſembly, and to Expoſtulate, why they ſhould chuſe me be- 
fore another. If thy ſhould ſay, becauſe I am a Native of 
Feruſalem ; it might ba anſwer'd, So were they: And then, 
for my Knowledge of the Laws, the ſame Thing might be 
ſaid for them too; or if they ſhould ſay, they did it out of 
a Reſpect to the Prie/thvod ; they might make Anſwer, that 
two of their Number had the very ſame Pretence. With this 
Leſſon, and 40000 Pieces of Silver out of the publick Trea- 
ſury, Jonathan, and his Companions, went away about their 
Buſineſs. There came at this Time one Feſus a Gallilzan, with 
a Band of 600 Soldiers to Jeruſalem ; with whom theſe Com- 
miſſioners agreed for Three-Months-Pay-Advance to follow 
Jonathan, and his Colleagues, and to obey them, and their 
Orders; joining to theſe Soldiers 300 Mercenaries more out 
of the City. With this Train the Deputies went their Way, 
and the Brother of John with his Company of 100 Men a- 
long with them... Their Order was this; in cafe I ſhould. 
Voluntarily la down my Arms, to take me Priſoner, and 
ſend me alive tEFeruſalem ; but upon any Oppolition, they 
were to kill me out of Hand ; and their Order ſhould bear 
them out in it. There were Letters diſpatch'd away co 
| John alſo to be in Readineſs to make War upon me. 
And the Sepphorites, the Gabarenes, and the Tiberians, were 
| likewiſe engaged to fall in with the Party. Now Je- 
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fus the Son of Gamala, that wiſh'd me well, and was privy to 
the whole Contrivance, ſent my Father Word, it ſeems, from 
Time to Time, of every Thing that paſs'd, and from him I 
xeceiv'd a particular Account of the whole Matter. It went 
to the Heart of me to conſider the Ingratitude, and malicious 
Practices of a Faction in the City againſt me; and my Affli- 
&ion was not much leſs neither to find the Trouble my Fa- 
ther was in for my Sake, and with what Earneſtneſs he preſs'd 
me to come over to him, upon a Suggeſtion that it was only 
to ſee me yet once again before he dy'd. I took my Friends 
into Counlel with me upon this whole Affair, and told them, 
that I had reſolv'd within the Compaſs of three Days to lay 
down my Command, and go back again into iny Country. 
They all fell into Tears and Lamentations upon the Hear- 
ing of it ; begging of me, not upon any Terms to leave them 
to the Certainty of periſhing when I was gone. But my Life 
being at Stake on the one Hand, againſt their Prayers and Im- 
pPortunities on the other, I ſtill perſiſted in my Purpoſe. The 
Gallilgans had ſuch an Apprehenſion of being over-run and 
deſtroy'd by the Thieves and Out-Laws, after my Departure, 
that they preſently ſentNotice up and down through the whole 
Pravince that I was upon the Point of leaving them. . This 
News brought a World of People together, with their Wives 
and Children, into the Great Plain (a) Aſoch, where I then 
was, to try if they could get me to ſtay; not fo much 
out of an AﬀeCtion to me, perhaps, as for fear of the Dan- 
er they were in themſelves ; for they reckon'd all to be ſafe 
fo long as I was among them. 1 
It was a wonderful Dream I had that very Night. As I was 
in my Bed, my Heart ſad, and my Head extremely troubled. 
Upon the Receit of theſe Letters from my Father, I had the Vi- 
ſion of a Man at my Bed Side, and a Voice ſpeaking to me af- 
ter this Manner. Comfort thy Heart, Good Man, and fear no- 
thing: for all theſe Calamities will blow over, and only lead to 
thy greater Advantage and Satisfaction; not only for the Pre- 
ſent, but likewiſe for the Time to come wherefore /tand firm, 
and remember that I told you beforehand, that you were to have 
a War with the Romans. Upon waking out of this Dream, I 
got up with an Intent to go out into the Air, and I had no 
ſooner ſhew'd mylſelfat the Door toward the Plain, but a World 
of the Gallilæans Men and Women, and Children, caſt them- 
ſelves down upon their Faces at the Sight of me, and withTears 
and 
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and Supplications beſought me not to leave them in this Ex- 
tremity, at the Mercy of their Enemies. When they found Pray- 


ers and Importunities would do no Good, they preſs'd me with 


Adjurations not to forſake them, and with many a heavy Curſe 
upon the People of Feruſalem, that would never let them be 
quiet. This to me was fo ſad a Hearing, and fo rueful a 
Spectacle, that it made my very Heart bleed to conſider the 
Diſtreſs of ſo many Thouſands of miſerable Creatures, and- 
brought me over, in the End, to a Reſolution of running a- 
ny Hazard whatſoever for the Service of ſo vaſt a Multitude 
of forlorn, harmleſs People: So that in the Concluſion, I 
was over-perſuaded to ſtay. Upon this, I bad them draw me 
five Thouſand Men out of their whole Number, and furniſh 
them with Arms and Victuals for a March, the reſt immedi- 
ately to depart every Man to his own Home. So ſoon as 
this five Thouſand was ready, I join'd them with Bree Thou- 
fand more that I had of my own, and eighty Horſe; and fo 
advanced with them to Chabolo, a Village upon the Borders 
of Ptolemais where I took up my Station, as if my Deſign had 
been to fall upon Placidus whom Ceſtius Gallus had ſent ins 
to thoſe Parts with a Troop of Horſe and two Companies of 


Foot, to burn all the Villages of the Gallz/eans thereabouts. 


Placidus intrench'd himſelf not far from the Walls of Ptole- 
mais, while I lay at the ſame Time a matter of ſixty Furlongs 
toward Chabolo. We drew out ſeveral] Times on both Sides, 
with a Countenance of puſhing it immediately to a Battle ; 
but there paſs'd only ſome few Skirmiſhes, and that was all: 
For the more I preſs'd the bringing of it to a Combate, the 
more the other declin'd it; not daring to ſhew his Head out 
of Protection of the Town. 

While Matters were in this Poſture, ohn and his Compa- 
nions came into thoſe Parts, the Perſons who as I told you, 
were ſent to Feruſalem by the Faction of Simon, and Ananus 
the High Prieſt: And the Plot was now how to compals 
their Ends by Treachery, which they durſt not attempt by 


down: right Force. To this Purpoſe they laid their Heads 
together, and ſent me this following Letter. 


Jonathan and his Deputy Colleagues from the Council 
at Jeruſalem , to Joſeph, Greeting. 


Hereas our Principals are given to underſtand that Joh n 
of Giſchala hath been engaged in ſeveral per fidious Pract- 
ices againſt your Perſon, they have ſent me intheir Name to give 
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bins ſevere 'Reprasf for fo doing, and to require him or th 
futures to. pay all Reſpect and Chedience to your Commands. 
And to the End tiut we may agret upon ſome better Proviſton 
for the Regulation of Things. hereafter ; we make it our He- 
zue ſt that you will came hither to us with all Speed; the Village 
25 but ſmall ; and therefore we deſire you will not bring any 
great Train along with you, far fear of being ſcanted far don 


This Letter was a, dangerous Dilemma upon me: For If Þ 
truſted myſelf without a ſtrong Guard, they might take me 
up, -and uſe me as they pleas'd: and on the other Hand, if 
I marched with the Formality ef Military Troops, I might be- 
liable to be proſecuted as a Rebel. This Letter was brought 
me by a Horſeman ; a daring young-Man, that had been for- 
merly in the King's Service. It was now pretty late in the 
Night, and being at Supper with ſame of my Friends, and 
ſeveral Callilmans of Quality about me, Word was brought 
me at the Table, of a certain Few on Hor/e-back, that deſir'd 
to ſpeak with me; I bad he ſhould be.call'd in; and accor- 

dingly he came, and without any Manner of Reſpect to the 
Company, he deliver'd me the Letter, which he breughbt, he 
ſid, from the Feru/alem-Deputtes, and it requir'd an immedi- 
ate Anſwer : for he was to be back again preſently. The Com- 
pany were all amaz'd at the Confidence of the Soldier; but 
however I ſpake to him to fit down, and take Part of a Col-. 
lation with us; but he excus'd himſelf, and fo keeping the 
Letter in my Hand, without opening it, I took Occaſion to 
while away Time with my Company upon Diſcougſes by the 
By, and paſſing now and then out of the Door, as in Civility ; # 
to ſome of the Gueſts that were going to Bed, I took the Op-" | 
portunity, when I was out of Sight, to break up the Letter, 
and run it over with my Eye ſo as to gueſs at the Contents 
of it; and then inſtantly folding it up again, I held it ſtill 
in my Hand, as before; without diſcovering. that I had read 
it. The Company was now all gone but four intimate 
Friends, and a Boy to fill the Wine. I gave the Soldier 
twenty Drachma's for a Gratuity, and he was ſo wonderfully _ 
thankful for it, that I found the Love of Money was his 
weak Side, and ſo I refolv'd to attack him on that Quar- 
ter. Come, ſaid I, if you-will drink with üs, and do as we 
do, you ſhalb have a Drachma for every Cup you take. The 
Fellow _ very well content to drink upon the Terms, « 
the more Drink the more Money, and ſwill'd himſelf fo bru- 


tiſhly drunk, that out came the whole Myſtery of the Villany, 
without ſo much as pumping; for he told me of his own 
| Accord, 
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Accord, that there was a Snarè laid for me, and a Sentence 
of Death pronounc'd againſt me : Upon which Diſcovery, 
L gave him this following Anſwer to his Letter. | 


Joſeph to Jonathan, and his Fellow-Deputies, Greeting. 

2 N IEP 
1 Am very glad to henxthat yon are in Health, and that you 
are come into Gallilee : and the rather, becauſe I am gif> 
poſing myſelf for a FouPnty into my dun Country, which I have 
been a long Time thinking of ; and this will be a fair Opporiu- 
nity for my delivering up the Care of the publick Adminiſtra- 
tion into your Hands. IT ſhould think myſelſ happy to wait up- 
on you, not only at Xallo, but a great deal farther, even with- 
out any other Motive to invite me to it. But alas! I am not 
now at Liberty for ſach a Journey, being forced to ſtay at 
Chabalo fo ob/erve the Motions of Placidus, and keep him from 
breaking into Gallilee ; and therefore I think & more adviſ- 
able, upon the Receipt of this Letter, for you to come hither : 
And ſo Ibid you fareue Ir. * 


This Letter I deliver'd to the Soldier, and order'd 30 Per- 
ſons of the beſt Quality among the Gallilæans to go along 
with him, giving them Orders only to do their Reverence to 
the Deputies, without mentioning one Word of Buſineſs : 
And I ſet one of my own Soldiers that I could beſt confide 
in, for a Spy upon each of the other, to watch them narrow- 
ly if they entertain'd any private Converſation with Jona- 
than. After the Departure of theſe People; the Deputies 
finding that their firſt Plot did not Take, wrote a ſecond Let- 
ter to me to this following Effect. 


Jonathan, and his Colleagues to Joſeph, Greeting. 
| © 4 +44 
EF HIS is to require you to appear within three Days from 
- the Date hereof, before us at (a) Gabara, without any 


Guard of Soldiers to attend y5u, to make good the Charge that 
you have exhibited againſt John of Giſchala. 


After the Reception of the Gallileans, and the Writing of 


this Letter, they went to Fapha, one of the largeſt, ſtrongeſt, 3 


and moſt populous Villages of Gallilee. They were no ſooner 
2 the by +: F * N enter' d ; 
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the People were all up with open 


* 


enter'd. the Place, but 


Mouth, Men, Women, and Children, crying out to bid them 


be gone again, and to let them alone, while they were well; 


for they would never own any other Governour than 7oſeph. 


This was the Voice of the whole Multitude, one and all, 
go that the Deputies finding that was not a Place for their 
Turn, went their Way to Sepphoris, the faireſt City of all Gal- 
Lee, and a People well affected to the Romans. Many of the 
Citizens went out of the Town indced to reccive them ; 
but without one Word ſpeaking of me, either good or bad: 
And from thence they went (a) to Aſoch, where they had the 
fame Entertainment as before at Zapha. Theſe Contempts 
made them ſo outragious, that they order'd the Soldiers to 
quiet them, with Clubs and Cudgells: They went forward 
to Gabarg, where they were join'd by 7ohn with a Body of 
3990 Men to ſecond them. Now being forewarn'd of the 
Practices that were a-foot, againſt me, I drew out 3000 Sol- 
diers, and took them along with me to Fofapata, ſome for- 
ty Stadia from the Place, to be within Diſtance of communi- 
cating upon any Occaſion with the reſt,- which I left be- 
hind me in the Camp, under the Command of a truſty 
Friend. And from thence I wrote the Deputies this follow- 
. ˙·˙. a: 
. tf you: find it ſo abſolutely Neceſſary for me to come to you ; 
there are four Hundred Cities and Villages in Gallilee, name 
any one of the four Hundred, and I will meet you there, 
zving only Gabara, and Giſchala; 7he one of them is the Place 
ef John's Nativity; and the other of his Allyance, The De- 
puties gave over writing, upon the Receipt of this Letter, 
and conferr'd Notes with their Friends, John himſelf being 
one of the Council, how to do my Buſineſs ſome other Way. 
John was for ſending circulatory Letters to all the Towns 
and Villages of Gallz/ze, upon a Preſumption of finding ſome 
one or more in every Place that would be forward enough 
to do me any ill Office, and eaſily ſuborn'd to join in an In- 
formation againſt me as a publick Enemy : Now there would 
need no more toward the gaining of the Citizens of Feruſa- 
lem over to the Opinion of my being an Enemy to the Gal- 
lilzans, than to ſend them theſe Atteſtations well certify'd, 
which would undoubtedly have put me out of Credit with 
that People. The Reſolution being taken, Sacchwus, a De- 
ferter, brought me a particular Account late at Night of the 
whole Tranſaction. | l : 
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| I found I had now no Time to ſpare ; fo that I call'd for 
| Jacob immediately (a brave Man and my true Friend) and 
| ſent him away with 200 Men upon the Scout, betwixt Galli- 
| lee and Gabara, with Inſtructions to take up what Paſſengers 
S 0 he thought fit and ſend them to me in Cuſtody: Eſpecially 
; if they had any Letters about them: And at the fame Time 
b I diſpatch'd Feremy (my particular Friend too) with 600 
: Soldiers another Way, to watch the Paſſes from Feru/alem 
| into Callilee, and with Orders to ſeize all Letter Carrizrs, 
committing the Men to Priſon, and bringing me their Papers, 
I ſent abroad my Mandates allo through the whole Province 
. of Gallilze, requiring all Perſons to attend me at Gabara the 
next Morning, with their Arms and three Days Proviſions. 
F The Soldiers 1 had abut me I diſtributed into four Bodies 
g under the choiceſt Oificers I had to comm ind them, wich a 
ſtrict Order not fo much as to admit a ſtrange Face into their 
: Company. About Eleven next Day, coming to Gabara, I 
; found the whole Plain before the Town, cover'd with armed 
Troops out of Gallilee, to my Aſſiſtance; beſide a confuſed 
„5 Multitude of Country People. Juſt as I was beginning to 
gſay ſomewhat to them, my Mouth was ſtopt with ſuch Out- 
" 2 cries of Rejoicing, that there was nothing to be heard but 
Shouts and Acclamations at the Sight of their Benefactor, 
" 2 and Preſerver, as they thought fit to call me: And this was 
the unanimous Voice of the whole Company. I gave them 
my Acknowledgments for this Inſtance of their good Will 
and Refpect, but deſired them at the ſame Time to make an 
innocent, and a temperate Uſe of their Power, without wrongs 
ing any Creature, either in their Perſons, or their Goods. 
They had Proviſion enough I told them for the preſent Oc- 
„ 4 caſion; and there was nothing my Heart was ſo much ſet 
: upon, as to put an End to the Tumult without Blood. 
The People I had employ'd to way-lay the Roads, had 
the good Fortune, the very firſt Day they went out, to inter- 
l 


cept Jonathan's Meſſengers in their Way toward Feruſalem ; 
together with their Pacguets. They made the Men Priſons 

ers, according to my Order, and brought me the Letters; 
which I found upon the Peruſal to be ſtuff'd with calunnious 
' | and ſcurrilous Invectives againſt myſelf. I took no Notice 
at all of the Matter, but kept on my Journey directly toward 
them as if nothing had been. So ſoon as ever they unders 
ſtood T was upon my March that Way, they retir'd every 
Man of them, Jo%n and all, into the Houſe of Jeſas a large 
| and a ſtrong Place, and built much after the Maaner of a 
8 75 | | F o Citadel, 
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Citadel. They kept a Party of Soldiers privately in the Houſe; 
all the Gates ſhut but one, and the Guards order'd, that 
upon my coming thither (as they expected a Viſit from me) 
to take me in alone, and not one Man of my Train to fol- 
low me: By which Means they made no doubt of getting me 
abſolutely into their Power. But by great Providence, ha- 
ving ſome Light and Jealouſy of the Treachery, F went im- 
mediately upon my Arrival, to a Lodging over againſt the 
Houſe, and ſo the Plot was diſappointed. 1 pretended to be 


- weary and ſleepy, and the Deputies depending upon it that 


1 had laid mylelf to reſt, went out into the Plain to debauch 
the Multitude, and to poſſeſs them with both an Envy, and 
a Hatred of me and my Adminiſtration. But Matters wrought 
quite another Way than they imaginn'd ; for the Gallileans 
had no ſooner got Sight of the Deputies, bat they fell foul up- 
on them with Clamours and Re proaches: They had done no 
wrong, they ſaid, and they would take none; and ſo bad them 
begone about their Buſineſs, and meddle with what they od 


to do withal. As for their *Governcur'; they had a v 25 
to. 


one already, they ſaid, and him they were reſolved 1 fo 

Upon this Encouragement, I took the People in the good Hu- 
mour, and went out into the Field to underſtand what Jona- 
than and his Complices had to fay. - The Multitude had no 
ſooner ſet Eye an me, but they came thronging about me 
with all the Demonſtrations of Joy, Satisfaction and Acknow- 
ledg ment, in their Looks, Words, and Actions, imaginable; 
amplifying upon the Obligations I had laid upon them, 
to ſuch a Degree, that Jonathan and his Fellows could not 


think themſelyes ſafe under ſo violent a Prejudice. They 
* would fain have ſlipt away, I perceiv'd ; but upon my En- 


treaty they ſtay d; ; (hat is to ſay in Truth, there was no get- 


ting off:) So that there they ſtood in an Amazement, like 
ſo many Stocks without Senſe or Reaſon. Upon this, I quiet- 


ed the Noiſe, ſet Guards of the beſt Men I had upon all the 
Avenues for fear of any Incurſion or Surprize; and ſo with 
my People about me in Arms, I addreſs'd myſelf to the Depu- 
ties. I minded them in the firſt Place of a Letter they hadſent 
me; pretending a Commiſſion from Feruſalem to hear and de. 
termine upon certaig Matters in Controverſ: betwixt oyn, and 
myſelf, producing the Letter at the ſame Time in proof of my 
Suggeſtion, Now put the Caſe, ſaid I to Jonathan, that you and 
your Companions had any Pretence to call me to an Account 
for the Manage of my Government, upon John $Information 


ar Com 8 would not you Vourſelpes pronounce me In- 


_ 


<A 


e 
2 em ww 


nocent, upon the clear Teftimony of two or three Witneſſes 
of unqueſtionable Probity, in my Juſtification ? But what 
will you ſay now, if I appeal, not only to two or three com- 

etent Vouchers; but to every Soul that is here preſent, 
whether I behav'd myſelf or not, both in my private Con- 
verſation, and in the Exerciſe of my Function, as became a 


Perſon of Honour and Juſtice? As for you, good People of 


Gallilee, ſpeak the Truth and the whole Truth, J adjure you, 
as if you were ſworn Evidences in the Cauſe, and theſe Men the 
Judges. Pray tell them, and ſpare not, the worſt you know of 
me. The Words were hardly out of my Mouth, but the 
whole Multitude with, one Voice and Conſent made a frank ' 
open Declaration of the Comforts and Benefits they had en- 
joy'd under my Care and Protection, as their Benefactor and 
Defender ; and that they were fo well farisfy'd with me for 


What was paſt, that they wiſh'd no more than the Continu- 
ance of the ſame Goodneſs for the Time to come: Affirming 
alſo with Oaths, that I had been likewiſe as tender, of ei- 
ther offering, or ſuffering any Violence, upon. the Perſons 


of their Wives and Daughters, as I had been of invading the 
common Freedom and Propriety of the Subject. I read, af- 
ter this, in the hearing of a great many Gallileans, the tuo 
zntercepted Letters of Jonathan, that were brought me by my 
Scouts. They were falſe, ſcandalous and impudent, to the 
higheſt Degree, and giving me the Character of a Tyrant 
rather than a Governour, with a great deal of ſhameleſs Ri- 
baldry over and obove. I was not willing to let my Ene- 
mies know that I had their Meſſengers in Cuſtody, for fear 


it ſhould hinder them from ſending that Way ſome other 


Time: So that I pretended they were brought over to me 
voluntarily by the Meſſengers themſelves. The Inſolence 
and Villany of theſe two Letters put the People into ſuch a 


Heat and Outrage, againſt 7on2than and his. Fellows, that 


they were ready to tear them to Pieces; and they had un- 
doubtedly done Execution upon them, if I had not in the 
very Height of their Kage prevented it. So I gave the 
Deputies their Liberty, and their Pardon, both together; 
upon Condition that they would repent and mend; which 
they promis'd to do, and ſo I diſmiſs'd them to their own 
Homes again ; bidding them ſpeak no otherwiſe of my Go- 
vernment, than as they found it. With theſe Words, I gave 
them their Diſcharge : Bur taking for granted beforehand, 
that they would never do as they ſaid. The People were fo 
implacably bent upon the Ruin of theſe Men, that all the 
Skill and "Intereſt I had was little enough to prevent it. 
| Fx How 
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"41 How did they beg of me, only to be turn'd looſe upon them 
N But when a Sedicion is once a- foot, no Body knows where it 
will ſtop: So that I did what I could to divert them; but 
in the Rage of this Impatience, they took up a Reſolution, 
one and all, to fall upon Jonathan in his Quarters. | 

When I ſaw there was no reſtraining them, I took Horſe 
immediately. and bad them follow me to Sogare, a Village 
of Arabia, ſome forty Stadia Diſtance ; and by this Artifice 
I 'ſcap'd the Scandal of making myſelt the Author of a civil 
War, When we were advanc'd within a little of the Place, 
I order'd my Troops to make an Halt; and after a few Words 
of neceſſary Precaution to them, not to be intemperate and 
vindiQtive, I made a Cull of a Hundred of the beſt Men for 
Quality and Underſtanding that I could pick out of the whole | 
Number, and bad them prepare themſelves for a Journey to 
Feruſalem, with a Gomplaint againſt the ſeditious Heads, and 
Ring- leaders of theſe Broils. I gave them moreover in Charge, 

that if they found the People well-inclin'd, and eaſy to me, 
they ſhould endeavour to procure me a new Commiſſion for 
my Continuance in the Command of Callilee, and to get John 
recall'd. With theſe Orders I diſpatch'd them away on the | 
third Day after this Meeting, and gave them $500 Soldiers 
for their Convoy. I wrote alſo to my Friends at Samaria to 
grant my Commiſſioners a ſafe and free Paſſage through their 
Country; for the City was at that Time under the Power of 
the Romans, and this was the ſhorteſt Cutt to make a three-' 
Days Journey of it to Feruſalem. I conducted them myſelf 
to the Frontiers of Callilee, and ſet ſuch Watches upon the 
Way, that there was little Notice of this Expedition: After 

- which I made a ſhort Stay at Zapha. | 5 
Jonathan and his Companiens, finding theraſclves wholly 
diſappointed, ſent back Fehr to Gi/chala, and they themſelves 
went in the mean Time to Tiberias, in hopes to prepoſſeſs 
themſelves of that Place: Jeſus being the chief Magiſtrate 3 
there, and having undertaken by Letters to bring the People 
over to their Intereſt; In Confidence of having this' made | 
good to them, they undertook their Journey, But Silas, my > 
Lieutenant there, ſent me Word from Time to Time how e- 
very Thing proceeded, and preſs'd me back again by all Means 
with what ſpeed I could. I follow'd his Ccunſel, and by fo do- 
ing ſell into a Strait that had like to have coſt me my Life, 
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FLAVIUS FOSEPHUS, 71 
Jonathan and his Companions having made a dangerous 
Faction againſt me in Tiberias, were not a little ſtartled upon 
my coming thither; but gave me the Compliment however 
of a Viſit, joying me over and over of the Reputation I had 
gotten in the World by the Conduct atid Juſtice of my Ad- 
miniſtration in Callilee; and not without aſſuming to them- 
ſelves ſome Share in the_ Honour of it, both as their Fellow- 
Citizen, and in ſome fort their Diſciple ; profeſſing all along 
that they had much a greater Kindneſs for me than for ohn: 
adviſing me, without any more ado, to go back again, and de- 
pend upon them for the delivering of 7045» into my Hands 
very ſuddenly; and to this they bound themſelves with Oaths 
and Imprecations, ſo ſacred and dreadful, that I muſt have 

been a Villain not to believe them: After which, they de- 
ſir'd me by all Means to draw-off to ſome other Place, ſug- 
geſting, for the better Countenance of the Matter, that the Sab- 
bath was, coming on, and they ſhauld be very ſorry to have the 

People fall into any Diſorder on that Day. Upon this Pre- 
rence, I went my Way to Tarichee, not ſuſpecting any Thing; 
but yet for better Security Sake, I planted my Spies and In- 

formers up and down in the Town to watch and hearken- out 
what wasſaid and done concerning me: And Ihad my Agents 
all along the Road too from Tarichee to Tiberias, to bring me 


Upon the firſt Notice of this Proceeding, which was as ear- 
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aß nds aſs bring it, I took up a Reſolution to-be go- 
ing Fa T. Morning by Break of Day toward Tiberias; and 
. id I find all the People gotten together in the fore- 
iq Oratory, without ſo much as underſtanding the true Rea- 


— r Intent. of that Meeting, The Deputies did ſo little 


& to, ſee me there at that Time, that the Surprize put 

= to. a Stand what to do next; till at laſt it came into 
5 Heads to raiſe a Sham-ſtory of a Body of Roman Horſe, 
125 re ſeen, near Homonæa ſome thirty Stadia from the 

his Rumour, was ſo improv'd, by the Inventors of it 
deen char the People were preſently in an Uproar, 
= nd clamouring what an intolerable Scandal it 
55 . e burnt :and deſtroy'd under their 


ofes, and. they to, ſtand ſtill all the While looking on; 
ow, the true. Intent of this Stratagem was to draw me out 


df. the Town to encounter the Enemy, and in the mean Time 


d Poſſeſſion af it themſelves, by turning the Hearts of the 
itizens againſt me. I ſaw well enough: what it was they 


0 7 at; and yet for fear of appearing J s ſollicitous for the 


od of the Tiberians, than I ought to be in Caſe I ſhould 

ha e.declin'd the Undertaking, I found myſelf under ſome 
of . e to comply with the very Deſign of my E- 
that 1 march d away immediately to lock after 

i reer according to the Intelligence. But diſcovering 
upon. the. F Place, that there was no ſuch Body to be ſeen or 
args of, tn al the Haſte back again that was poſſi ble; 
255 ere did. I find the Senate and the People cloſe at it in 
and ˖ Re, eputies in the Middle of a bitter, tedious 
myſelf; repreſenting me for a Man that 


7 2 11 or the Defence, of the Publick. Upon this Occaſion, they 
>duced, four Letters, which they pretended to receive from 
—4 of the moſt remote Parts of Gallilee ; ſetting forth the 

anger 80 were inz and the Neceſſity of a preſent Succour. 
be dulous73beriang ſwallow'd the whole Story for current, 
2 brake Hut unanimouſly intoExclamations:that it was high 

ime. now to look about them, and to ſend a ſeaſonable Re- 
Nef. to their Allies. Upon this Outcry, (underſtanding by 
this Time the Myſtery. of the Cheat) I told them that: I was 
ready to make one which Way ſoever the Neceſlity of the 
War. ſhould call me; but in Regard (ſaid I) that your Ad- 
Vice comes from four ſeveral Places, and four ſeveral In- 
gurſions, I am of Opinion for dividing your Army into ſo 
mange Bodies: 1 ang oy * . to n, Man 


0 | FT 


at the Door, would not ſuffer ſo muc 
reſt of my People to enter with me. As we were juſt upon 
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his Party: For it is the Duty of good Patriots and valiant 
Men, to ſerve their Country with their Hands, and in their 
Perſons, at well as with their Conduct and Counſel; and it 
is not fox me to undertake, upon this Diſtribution, the Com- 
mand of any more than one Part of the Army. The Peo- 
ple were all abundantly fatisfy'd with the Reaton of what I 
ſaid, and order'd the Matter fo, that the Deputies were for- 
ced to take their Parts in the Adventure; but mightily en- 
rag'd, over and above, te find all their underhand, perfidi- 
ous Practices defeated. and countermin'd. One of the four 
pretended Deputies, whoſt Name was "Ananias, (a Man of 
a falſe; venemous Nature) propounded the Indicting of a 
Publick Faſt for the next Day, with a Command, that they 
ſhould all meet at the Tame Hour, and without Arms; - am- 
plifying upon it, that they depended upon the Aſſiſtance of 
the Almighty, - withoat- any need of hyman Force. Now 
the Intent o this Propofal was under this Pretext of Piety, 
to diſarm me and my Soldiers. And I was fain to comply 
again with this Propoſition, _ I might not ſeem to under- 
vale ſo religious a Motion; - ©? 

'- Immediately upon the Breaking up of the Aſſembly, Jo- 
nathan and bis Colleagues wrote in all haſte to John, to be 
fare to be early with him next Morning, With all the Force 
he could make; for if they could but get me into their 
Hands once, the Buſineſs were done. Phe Letter came ſaſe, 
and John made no Difficulty at a of Complying with his 
Orders. On the Day foltowing, I call d out two of the 
braveſt truſticſt Fellows 'I had in the Guards; accouter'd 
myſelf with a Croflet and a good Sword, as fecretly as I 
could, and bad the Soldiers take each of them a ſhort Sword, 


privately too, and follow me. This I did, that we might be 
in a Condition to defend ourſelves, in- Elſe of any Affront. 


And lo to the Cratory we went together, where I myſelf, 
and my Friends were admitted; but Jeſus having the Gu rd 
as any one of the 


the Point of Addreſſing ourſelves to our Devotions, after our 
Manner of Worſhip; 7e/+5 ſtood up, and aek'd me w hat was 
become of the Rich Furniture, and the Maſs of Silver, that 
was taken away upon the Firing of the Royal Palace? 
Where it was to be found: And who had it in Poffeſfion? 
Now theſe were only Words thrown out to while away 
Tire, till 7% might come up with his Army: But I told 
him in ſhort, that: it was all depoſited in the Hands of Capel- 
la, and Ten of the prime Citizens of Tiberias: So that it 7 

ut 
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but asking them whether I ſpake Truth or not. Whereup- 7 
on, Capella and the reſt, own'd the having of it all in their 
Guſtody.”* They put it to me then, what I had done with 
the Twenty. Pieces of Gold that I receiv'd for the like Value 
in. Silver that I diſpos'd of? My Anſwer was, That I had 
iven them to my Envoys that I had ſent to Feruſalem, for- 
the Charge of their Journey. Jonathan and his Companidns 
reply'd, That it was very ill done, to pay my particular 
Agents out of the Public Treaſure. This malicious Hu- 
mour of Wrangling and Cavilling, tranſported the common 
People into ſuch an Impatience, that it fell little ſnort of a 


do better, I thought, than tc help it forward. And ſo I went” 
| on telling him, that if in Truth it was ill done, (as he ſaid 
it Was) to gratify my Meſſengers out of the publick Stock, 
-T bad him never trouble his Head any further about that 
Money, for I would ſee it repay'd. The fairer Matters ap- 
pear'd on my Side, the more outragious was the Multitude 
upon it, when they found the whole Story from End to End 
to have nothing more in it than Spite and Calumny. This 
fell out ſo contrary to Expectation, that 7e/as order'd the 
Clearing of the Place of all but the Senators; for the Buſineſs 
they were about was not to be done, he ſaid, in ſuch 4 Hur- 
r-and:Confuſion 2 ⁊᷑ he People crying out on the other Side, 
that they were reſolv'd, whatever came of it, not to leave 
Fofeph alone with them. While they were in the Heat of 
this Clamour, in came a Meſſenger, and whiſper'd Jonathan 
in the Ear, that John would be with him immediately with 
his Party: So that Jonathan, upon this Encouragement, 
breaking out inte a moſt Providential Impatience, (tor I had 
certainly been loſt elſe) Good Men of Tiberias, fays he, do 
not imagine that [would have Joſeph puniſh'd for the Buſi- 
neſs of the Gold, but for Oppreſſing, and Impoſing upon the 
fily Multitude zu 1% Tyrannical Afectation, and Exerciſe of 
an Arbitrary. Power. At that Word, certain Bravo's that 
were of the Plot ſet upon me, and had undoubtedly de- 
Jil ſtroy'd me, if my Friends there upon the Place had not im- 
me ſdiately drawn and kept them off. The common People 
1 at the fame Time alſo threatning Jonathan to ſtone him: So 
that betwixt them both I was reſcu'd for that Bout out of the 
Hands of my Enemies. Upon my Withdrawing to make 
my Eſcape, whom ſhould/I meet upon the Way but 7% 


than. The Surprize ſtartled me, but I made a Shift however 


to give * the Slip by a Gy. way, and get to the Lale; where 
) I PIR 


violent Sedition ; and finding how it wrought, I could not 


with his Troops upon their March to the Aſſiſtance of na- 
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> preſently took Boat, and away to Tarichee : A Delivers 


ance beyond all Expectation. 

The firſt Thing I did after my At was, to call 2 
Council of the chief Men of the Province, and give them 
the Hiſtory of the barbarous Treatment Ithad*receiv'd from 
Fonathun, and the Tiberians, contrary . to common Faith, 
Humanity and Juſtice. This put the whole Multitude *. 
the Gallil&ans into ſuch a Fury, that nothing would ſerve 
them, but immediately to declare War againſt John, Jonas 
than, and their Companians,. and utterly to confound them : 
Which they themſelves, they ſaid, would undertake for, if: 
they might but have Leave to enter upon the Work. I did 
what I could, by fair Means, towards the Compoſing of this 
impetuous Humour; adviſing them for the preſent, rather 
to reſpite the Matter a while, till we might ſee what our He- 
puties had done at Feru/alem'; for there was no Refolution 
to be taken without their Approbation. With theſe Words 
they were pacify d; and John, after another Baffle, went his 
way back again to Ciſehala. | | 

Some few Days after this, our Deputies brought us this Abs: 
count from Jeruſalem, that the Government there was highs : 
ly offended with Auanus, and Simon the Son of Gamaliel 
for preſuming without any publick Authority, to ſend their 
Agents to remove nie from my Government of Gallilee; and 
that the Commons were ſo incens'd at this: Proceeding, that 
they had much ado to keep them from ſetting Fire to their 
Houſes. They brought Letters alſo, by which the NHaad Men 
of Jeruſalem, with the. Authority and Conſent of the People, 
confi rm'd me in my Government, and commanded Fobn ** 
bis Mceiates inſtantly uponſthe Notice of that Order, to de- 
part the Place, Upon the Receipt of theſe Letters, I went 


to yrbela, where I had appointed an Aſſembly of the Gu!'te : 


leans ; at which Meeting" ay Deputies. made a Report of 
what paſs'd at Jeruſalem how heinouſſy theytreſented the 
Inſolences of Jonathan; and thereupon {eat mea Commiſſion 
ra: ify'd, for the Government of that Province; with àa Com- 
mand to Jonathan and his People immediately to quit their 
Pretences. This Order was ſent them accordingly, with an 
expreſs Charge to the Bearer of it, ta obſerve their Countenan- 
ces upon the Delivery of the. Meſſage: The Surprize of this 
Letter put them to ſuch a Plunge, that they preſently call'd a 
Cabinet to adviſe what was to be done: John himfelf and 
the chief Men of Tiberias and Gahara, being of the Council. 
The Tiberians were for their keeping the Power ſtill in their 
own. Handy and not to abandon a People that had deliver'd 

| : themſeves 


1 ——— 
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themfelves up to their Protection : Bſpecially againſt an Ene - 


my that threagen'd, them with an Invaſion, as they falſly and 
maliciouſly pretended I had done. John was of the ſame 
Opinion, with this Addition, that they ſhould ſend two of 
their Deputies to Feruſalem, with à Charge of Male-Admini- 
ration againſt me: Which, betwixt the Credit of the Ac- 
cuſers, and variable Humour of the Men they had to do 
withal, could net fail, he ſaid, of making an Impreſſion up- 
on the common People. The Thing, in fine, was agreed 
upon; and ſo they ſent Jonathan and Ananias ſoon after to 
Jeruſalem upon the Commiſſion, with a Guard of a Hundred 
. Soldiers for their ſafe Paſſage; the other two ſtaying behind 
at Tiberias, The Tiberians fell to Work immediately upon 
Repairing the Walls; betook themſelves to their Arms, and 
{ent for John's Troops, which were then at Giſchala in a con- 
ſiderable Body, to be within Diſtance of Aſſiſting them againſt 
me, if there ſhould be any Occaſion. „CCC Hh Di ge 
© - Fonathan and his People being now upon their March, and 
advanced as far as Darabitta, (a large Plain upon the Bor- 
ders of Gallilee) fell about Midnight into a Party of my Out- 
Guards, who took away their Arms, and kept them Priſoners 
upon the Place, according to my Order. Levi, that com- 
manded the Party, gave me Notice of the Encounter, which NJ 
For ſome two Days E made no Words of; but ſent Meſſen- 
gers to Tiberias, to adviſe the People to lay down their Arms; 
ho ſent me only Ribaldry and foul Language back for An- 
Wer, in Confidence that Jonathan was by this Time gotten 
to Jeruſalem. This coarſe Uſage did not at all diſcourage 
me from making a further Attempt upon it, by Art and 
Stratagem: For I would not for the World have made my- 
ſelf the King: leader of a Civil War, It came into my Head 
to try if I could inveagle them out of the Town: And fo I 
took to the Number of ſome 10000 choice Men, and divided 
them into three Bodies: Part of them I planted privately 
in Dora: A Thouſand of them in another Village upon the 
Mauntains, ſome four Siadia from Tiberias, with Orders to 
e ready upon the firſt Signal to make a Sally. Upon this, I 
me wd myſelf out of the Village within Sight of the Tiberians, 
who preſently made toward me with the moſt Scomms and 
Reproaches imaginable. Nay, ſo extravagant was their in- 
folent Vanity, that they had provided a Mock-Funeral for me 
in Deriſion, and with a fantaſtical Pomp of Solemnity, ex- 
pos'd my Body in the Field, with my Mourners about me. 
But it was my Buſineſs to ſee, and ſay nothing, and to 
| keave them to the Fate of their own Folly. I had a great 
| . | mind 
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mind all this while to get Simon and 7oazar into my Hands; 
and the beſt Way 1 could think of for the Gaining df my 
Point, was to try if I could decoy them and their Friends 
out of Town, with what Troops they rhemſetyes: ithought 
fit for their on Security, under the Pretefice of an Expedi- 
ent I had thought of for the Adjuſting of all Differences, by 
ſharing the Adminiſtration among us. Foazur, thatavas erafty 
and ſuſpicious, kept himſelf at a Diſtance for fear of a Frick; 
but Simon, being weak and covetous, ſwallowed thb. Bair, 
and came over to me at firſt Word with' His Frlends and his 
Guards about him. I receiv'd him with all becoming Re- 
ſpects and Acknowledgments, for the Honour he had done 
me; and upon walking and diſcourſing together a Fe 
while, I made it my Buſineſs to draw him off a little further 
from his Company, as if it had been only to be a little more 
private, when all on a ſudden I took him up by the Mlddle, 
and ſending him away by ſafe Hands, ts the next Village. 
I gave the Signal at the ſame Time for my Men to come our 
to me, and ſo march'd away with them directly for Tiberias. 
We ſhad a very ſharp Encounter by the Way, and the Enemy 
'* fought it ſo hard, that T had the moſt to do in the World to 
make my People ſtand their Ground But in' the End how 
7 ever, with extreme Difficulty and Hazard, we forc'd the Ti- 
berians into the Town. I had\now/Rntwnother Parry by 
the Way of the Lake, with Order to ſet tie firſt Houſe a- fir 
they could come at, which being done i this Nick of Time, 
dhe Tiberiaus giving for granted that the 'Gity was take by 
Force, threw down their Arms, and with their Wives and 
Children caft themſelves at my Feet for Mercy, as u con- 
| © quer'd People. Upon this Submiſſion; I put a Stop to the 
Pury of the Soldiers; cauſed a Retreat to be i ſounded, and 
being now toward Evening, I withdrew'to-refreſh myſeſf, 
„and ſent for Simon to Supper with mie; with this comforta- 

ble Aſſurance, that T would ſee him ſent ſafe back again 
Feruſulem with all Neceſſaries and Conveniencies for his 
'Y On the Day following; I marched into Tiberias with Ten 
Thouſand Men; call'd the Chief of the: Town together: into 
the Publick Place; examin'd the Buſitſeſs of the Revolt; 
took the Ring- leaders into Cuſtody, and ſent them all Priſo- 
ners to Jotapata: Saving only Jonathan arid his Companion, 
whom I ſet at Liberty, with a Corivoy of 80 Soldiers to con- 
duct them to Jeruſalem, and an Allowance for the Expence 
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| of the Journey. The People of Tiberias came to me now's. 
ö -fceond Time to beg my Pardon, with the moſt ſolemn Aſſu- 
| » | 3  — — ——— — — . » — 3 8 O57 . rances, 
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rances, that they would make amends by their future Fide. 
lity and Services, for what they had hitherto done amiſs : 
deſiring me withal, that the Pillage, which the Soldiers had 
taken might be reſtored to the right Owners. © Hereupon I 
ave Order for the whole Booty to be forthwith brought in, 
and laid before me. The Soldiers, I perceiv'd, were not ſo 
forward in it as 1 could have wiſh'd : Inſomuch that obſery- 
ing one of them finer than his Fellows, I put it to him how 
he came by that Habit ? The Man could not deny it to be 
Part of the Plunder, and ſo I cauſed him to be ſoundly cud- 
gel'd for detaining-it ; with the Menace of a greater Severit 
upon any Man that ſhould afterward preſume to withhold 
any Part of what he had taken. Upon this, the whole Booty 


was brought in, and every Man as far as was poſſible had 


his own again. 3 = To 
I muſt not paſs over this Subject and Occaſion, without 


taking Notice of ſome notorions Falſities, impog'd upon the 
World, and tranſmitted to Poſterity, by (a) Juſtus, and cer- 
tain other Writers that have had the Handling of this Argu- 
ment: Some out of Favour; others out of ill Will, mifre- 
preſenting the Truth of Things, and thereby turning Hiſto- 
ry into the worſt of Forgeries, in regard both of the Qua- 
lity, and the Impunity of the Crime. Now Juſtus taking 
upon him to deliver an Hiſtorical Account of that War, hath 
laſh'd out into a great many extravagant Falſities, not only 


to my Diſhonour, but he has not ſpared his own Country 


neither ; but values himſelf upon thoſe Inventions, as the 
Ornaments of his Story. So that I am now forced in my 
own Defence to lay him open, by a Diſcovery of certain 
Privacies to the World which I had hitherto conceal'd. And 
let it not be wonder'd at, after all, that I have put it off ſo 
long; for tho” I look upon Truth to be peculiarly the Pro- 
Vince and the Duty of an Hiſtorian, there may be yet ſome 
bitter Truths themſelves, which a grave and a modeſt Author 


will make ſome Difficulty to mention, even in the Caſe of 


the worſt of Men ; not for their Sakes, but tor the Dignity 
of his Profeſſion and Office: But to come now to my Point. 
% Say Juſtus, thou that art the greateſt Pretender of all Men 

« living to the good Faith cf a candid Author: How was it 
© poſhble for me and the Gallilgans to be the Cauſe of the 
© Revolt of thy Country-men, from their Prince, and from 
the Roman Empire; when you yourlelf, 7z/tus, and your 
* Tiberians had already made War upon the Decapolitans in 
* Syria, and burnt their Villages? By the Token that one of 
: : $6 ; 1 . Ft 5 e your 
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c your n Servants fell in the Action: And all this before 


<« ever I receiv'd, my Commiſſion from Jeruſalem for the Go- 


« yvernment of Gallilee? And I do not deliver this barely up- 


4% on my own Credit neither, but refer the Reader for his 
better Satisfaction to the Memorials and Records of the 
1 Emperour Ve ſpaſian: Wherein it will appear, that while 


« he was at Ptolemais, the People of Decapolis were ſtill preſ- 
„ fing him with reſtleſs Importunities to do them Juſtice up- 


© on you, as the principal Promoter of all their Troubles; 


« which he had undoubtedly done, if King Agrippa, to whom 
4 the Care of the Execution was committed, had not given 
« you your Life upon the Mediation of his Siſter Berenice: 
And this Pardon did not yet hinder, but that you were 
ce. {till kept in Priſon a long Time after. Beſide, that the 
« whole Courſe of your Life was all of a Piece, as. may be 


« ſeen in your following Practices; for I (hall make it as clear 


« as the Sun, that it was upon your Tampering and Inſti- 
&« gation, that your People brake out into a Rebellion againſt 
« the Romans. I muſt now give the Reader to underſtand, 
that neither you yourſelf, nor the reſt of the Tyherians 


. « were ever faithful; either to your Xing, or to the Emperour, 


© The two faireſt Cities of Gallilee, are Sepphori and Ti- 
&« berias ; the latter, the Place of your Birth, Juſtus: The 


„ former ſeated in the Middle of the Province, with ſeveral 


« Villages depending upon it; and the People ſo true to 
« their Maſters, that they did not only refuſe me Entrance 
© into the Place; but by a Publick Edict prohibited all their 
Citizens from bearing Arms for the Jews, And for their 
© better Security, they trick'd me into a Promiſe to wall-in 


( their Town for them: Which I had no ſooner done, but 


«© they turn'd me off with Contempt for my Pains ; ſubmit- 
© ting alſo at the ſame Time without any Diffculty, to a 
« Roman Garriſen under Ceſtius Gallus, who was then Gover- 
© nour of Syria; and this at a Seaſon too, when I had the 
* whole Neighbourhood in Awe. Nay, ſo tender were they 
of giving the leaſt Colour for a Suſpicion of their breaking 
Faith with the Romans, that when the Temple of Feruſalem 
vas beſieg'd, and the common Cauſe, and Intereſt of our 
Nation at Stake upon that Action, they would not ſo much 
as contribute in any Sort to their Relief. But, 7Zu/tzs, for 
“your Country, conſidering the Situation of it; as it ſtands. 
* upon the Border of the (a) Lake of Genezareth, ſome Thirty 
« Stadia from Hippos; Sixty from Gadara, and a Hundred and 

2 | © Twenty 
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% Twerty from Scythepolis : Places under the King's Allegi- 


« ance, and none of the Fews Garriſons thereabouts ; (over 
« and above that they wanted neither Men nor Arms): 
« What ſhould hinder you now with all theſe Advantages on 
* your Side, from diſcharging your Duty to the Romans, if 
« you. had a mind to't? Or ſuppoſing the Matter to be as 
« you lay, and that in Truth I was at that Time in ſome 
« Meaſure the Cauſe of the War; Who was to blame after- 
« ward, I beſeech you? For you know very well that the 
% Romans had gotten me into their Power before the Siege 
« was laid to Feruſalem : Fotapata, and divers other Caſtles, 
« taken by A//ault, and great Numbers of the Gallilzans cut 
“ off upon ſeveral Encounters. Now if it be true, as you 
ce ſuggeſt, that the War was altogether againſt your Will; 
«© and that you were driven upon it by Force, how came it 
e to paſs, that you did not lay down your Arms; and caſt 
<« yourſelf at the Feet of your Prince, and of the Romans, 
<« when that pretended Neceſſity was over? For you were 
now out of Danger of any Hurt that I could do you. But 
« you were {till upon the Humour of ſtanding it out, till 
« Veſpaſian was advanc'd with his Army up to your very 
« Walls: And it was then high Time for you to call for 
« Quarter; when you found yourſelf certainly ruin'd with- 
« out it, And that Submiſſion would not have ſerv'd your 
Turn neither, without the Interceſſion of the Xing to Ve/- 
ie pgſian, on your Behalf; for the City had been raz'd to the 
very Ground if he had not obtain'd the Emperour's Par- 
« don for your Madneſs and Folly : So that your Enmity 
i to the Romans was purely out of the Malice of your own 
“% Heart, without any Fault of mine. How many Times have 
J protected you, and had you at Mercy, without Spilling 
« ſo much as one Drop of your Plood? Whereas it is noto- 
* rioulſly known that in the Rage of your inteſtine Broils ; 
not in the King's Cauſe, nor in the Romans, but out of a 
Spirit of Animoſity, and Rancour one apainſt another, 
< you put to Death no leſs than a Hundred eighty five Citi- 
% zens at a Time, when I was blockt up in Jotapata. Well! 
« And were there not Two Thouſand Tiberians kill'd and 
* taken at Jeruſalem ? Were you no Enemy, d'ye think, 
ie becauſe you were at that Time with the Xing? Not out 
* of Love or Duty; but becauſe I frighted you thither. If 
you will needs have me to be an ill Man, pray what was 
* Juſtus then? A Wretch, that Veſpbaſian pronounced a Sen- 
4 tence of Death upon, tho' the Execution of it was after- 
** wards remitted by King Agrippa; twice a Priſoner ; as 
| FE e 5 « often 
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« often an Exile; once redeem'd from the very Gibist, up 

e the Mediation of Berexice the Emperour's Siſter; and final? 

* ly, after, all this, fo falſe to the Traſt of a Secretary, which 

* he had, the Honour to have conferred upon him, that his 

„ Maſter. baniſh'd him his Court, and-his, Prefence for ever: 

But Juſtus, without raking any farther into your Miſde- 

* meanours, I cannot ſufficiently admire the Impudence of 

„your ſetting up for the molt perfect and exact Hiſtorian pf 

„this War, to the Diſparagement of all others; when effe- 

« ctvally, you are but a mere Stranger to the whole Matter, 

even to what has paſs d in-Ge/lilce itſelft; ſor in the Time 

of that Action, you were with the King at Aare And 

3 for the Siege of Fotaputa, how was it poſſible for yo to 

make any Report of my Behaviour in that Adventure, 

* when there was not one Man left alive but myſelf to gell 

**.you the Story. Or you will ſay. perhaps, that the Relati- 

on you have given of what paſs'd at Jeruſalem, may be 

© more. correct. But it is a Thing hardly to; be, imaginid; 

* that you, who were neither perſonally in the Action, nor 

ever ſo much as read Veſdaſean's Commgntarics upon: that” 
part of the War, ſhould be fo well informed in the Story. 

** Now I take for granted that you never read YVeſpaſian, for” 

* there are ſeveral Caſes wherein you do point blank contra- 

dict him: But if you are really fo vain, as to fanſie to yaur-" 

** ſelf that you have in this Relation out:done all Mankind 3. 

how came it that we were not bleſs'd with the Sight ef 
this admirable Piece, white Veſpaſian or Titus, the Gene- 

_ * rals themſelves, were yet Living? Or in the Pays of: A. 
* prippa and his Relations, who were all great Maſters- and” 
** Criticks in, the Greek Tongue? What was this Hiſtory of 
** yours kept ſo long in the Dark for? (For it. had been gow” 
“ finiſh'd a Matter of Twenty Years) when you might have 
had ſo many Living and Eye-IWitne//es of the Fact, to youeh' 
for the good Faith and Credit of the Work? Why -was 
it ſupprefs'd thus long, I ſay, and now publiſh'd at laſF? 

** But that you durſt not ſtand the Teſt and Cenfure of; the 
World while ſo many People were yet alive that were 
** able to diſprove you. Now I went quite another Way to. 
Work with my Papers, and put them into the Hands of 
* the Emperours them/elves, that had the Government of the 
* War; and this; while all the Particulars of it were: ſtill 
© freth in every Body's Memory: My Conſcience in fine ac- 
„ quitting me, that I'deliver'd the Truth without Adding or 
© Diminiſhing ; upon which Account, my Writings have 
received as favourable an Acceptance in the World _ 
| coul 
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& could deſire : Theſe Memorials I communicated to ſeveral 
& Perſons one after another that had born a Part in the War; 
* as King Agrippa for one, and fome certain Relations of 
ce his: Nay, Titus himſelf gave ſuch a Teſtimony in Appro- 
« bation of this Hiſtory of mine, that he recommended it to 
< the World as an Authentical Record; and by an Order 
„ under his own Hand, Aſlign'd it a Place in his Library. 
„ King Agrippa was ſo pleaſed with the Integrity, and 
„ Candour of it, that he wrote me /ixty two Letters in Con- 
4 firmation of the Credit of it: Two of them I have here 
& ſubjoin'd; to the End, Juſtus, that the Matter may be 
„ allow'd to ſpeak for itſelf.” | 5 


| King Agrippa, to his Deareſt Friend, Joſeph, | | 
| beg. 


1 Have read your Book with very great Delight, and lock up- 

on it to be the moſt pertinent and exact Account of any 1 
have yet ſeen. Pray ſend me the Remainder, and ſo I bid you 
Farewel, My Dear Friend. 15 


King Agrippa, to Joſeph, his Deareſt F riend 


ealth. | 


Tj Por the Peruſal of your Writings, I perceive you have 

little Need of any Thing farther that I can tell you ; on- 
2 when we meet next, I may perhaps ſuggeſ# ſome certain 
ages to your Conſideration that have *ſcap'd your Know- 
edge. 


This was the Teſtimony that King Agrippa gave to the 
Truth of my Hiſtory ; not out of Flattery, for that was be- 
low him ; nor in a Way of Mockery or Merriment, for he 
was a Man of too much Honour, and good Faith, to be 
guilty of ſo ill-natur'd a Levity; but purely out of a Deſire 
ro recommend the. Candour and Authority of my Writings 
to Poſterity, upon the Credit of ſo Authentick a Certificate. 
This is all I have to ſay to 7u/7z#s, and it is no more than 
what I found abſolutely neceſſary in my own Defence: So 
w_ I ſhall now return to my Text again, Where I brake 

off. | | 

After the Quieting of Tiberias, I-call'd a Council of my 
Friends, to adviſe with upon the Buſineſs of Zohn, and what 
Courſe to be taken with him. They were all of 3 


4%. 
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| for drawing the whole Strength of Gallilee into a Body, and 
falling upon him, as the principal Head and Author of the 
whole Broil and Confuſion. But my Judgment was utterly 
againſt the Taking of ſo barbarous a Revenge ; and rather 
to make Trial of ſome other way for compoſing the Tumult 
without Blood. Upon bethinking myſelf, this Expedient 
came into my Head. I gave Order for an exact Liſt to be 
procur'd of the whole Faction; and having gotten the Names 
of the moſt conſiderable Men of John's Party, I publiſn'd an 
Act of Amne/ty to all that ſhould come in within Twenty 
Days, and laying down their Arms, return to their Duty 
With an Aſſurance of Indemnity for what was paſt, upon 
their Conpliance with this Edict; but for thoſe that ſhould 
ſtand out beyond that Time, _ were to expect all the Ex- 
tremities of Fire, Sword, and Pillage. This was an Invita⸗ 
tion as well as a Menace, and wrought fo effectually upon 
John's Followers, as well by Fear, as otherwiſe, that four 
Thouſand of them threw down their Arms immediately, and 
came over to me: Only his Fellow Citizens, of Gi/chala ſtay'd 
behind, and Fifteen Hundred Mercenaries of Tyre, This 
Way of Proceeding kept Jon under ſuch an Awe, that he 
durſt not ſhew his Head after it out of his own Country. 
Sepphoris was a well-wall'd Town, arid the Inhabitants 4 
ſturdy Sort of People : So that betwixt their Confidence in 
the Strength of the Place, and the Thought of my having 
my Hands full elſewhere, they laid hold of this Opportunity; 
to betake themſelves to their Arms, ſending to Cæſtius Gallus, 
who was then Governour of Syria, either to-come preſently, 
and take Poſſeſſion of the City himſelf; or to put in a Garri- 
ſon ſufficient to protect them. Gallus ſent them Word back 
again, that he would come, but not when, Upon the Intel- 
ligence of what had paſs'd betwixt them, I march'd directly 
Up to the Place, and attack'd, and carry'd it. The Gallilæ- 
ans were willing to improve this Advantage, and reckoning 
upon it that the Time was now come for the taking of a tho- 
rough Revenge upon the Seppforites, whom they mottally 
nated, they took up an outrageous Reſolution of deſtroying, both 
Men, and City, in one common Ruin. The People had quit- 
ted their Habitations, and withdrawn into the Caſtle for Pro⸗ 
tection, while the Soldiers put Fire to the empty Houſes, pilla- 
ging and riffling whatever they could lay Hand on, without any 
Diſtinction, whether Friends, Kindred, or Strangers. It wounds 
ed me to the Heart to ſee theſe barbarous Violences ; inſo⸗ 
much that I call'd out to the Soldiers to give over for Shame, 
that inhuman unnatural hg Tos Proceeding againſt _— 
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of their. own Tribe and Profeſſion. At this rate, I went on 
doing all I could, both by Entreaty, and by Authority, to 
reclaim them ; but when 1 found their Fury fo implacable, 
that neither the one, nor the other would work upon them, 
I ébetook myſelf to this Stratagem. I gave it in Charge to 
ſome of my particular Friends, to get a Report put about, 
as if the Romans had enter'd the Town on the other Side 
with a mighty Army ; for I fancy'd to myſelf that ſuch a 
Rumour might turn the Thoughts of the Gallilzans another 
Way; and ſo preſerve the City. This Invention ſucceeded 
to my With ; for the Hlarum of an 4/ault frighted the Gal- 
lil&ans preſently from their Plunder, to ſhift for themſelves ; 
and their Apprehenſion was ſo much the greater, when they 
ſaw that I myſelf ran away too for Company. 

By this Means Sepphoris was deliver'd beyond all Ex pecta- 


tion; and Tiberias, afterward, ſcap'd every Jot as narrowly 


28 the other. Some of the chief Senators, and Citizens of the 


Place apply'd themſelves by Letter to the King, that he would 
do them the Honour to come thither in Perſon ; and take 


them and the City into his Royal Protection: who ſent 
them Word in Writing, that he would be with them out of 

Hand, and ſo diſpatch'd away one Criſpus, a Jew by Extra- 
Ction, and a Gentleman of his Bed-Chamber, with his An- 
ſwer. The Gallil#ans had the Hap to meet Criſpus upon the 


Way, and knowing the Perſon of the Man, took him into 


Cuſtody, and brought him over to me to be examin'd. So 


ſoon as ever they came to underſtand the Contents of his 


Letters, and the Buſineſs he was going about, the whole 


Multitude immediately betook themſelves to their Arms. I 


was at that Time at A/6ch, where I was importun'd next 


Morning by a prodigious Rabble of People gather'd together 


from all Quarters, with Clamours and Out-cries, that the 
Tiberians were all Traitors, and of the King's Faction. They 
were, in ſhort, ſo furious, that nothing leſs than the Demo- 
liſhing of the City and my giving Way - to't, wou'd quiet 
them. The Tiberiuns, they ſaid, were as bad, if not worſe 


than the very Sepphorites. The Madneſs of the People! found 


was implacable; and as there was no Good to be done upon 
them by Reaſon, ſo they were too many to be deak withal 
by Force. As for the Letters, and the Sub ect Matter of them; 
there was no denying, or palliating of any Thing; for the 
King s Anſwer clear'd all. After L had been a good while | 
turning my T houghts from one Thing to another, and 


contriving which Way the People might be fairly brought to 


their Wits again, and the Place Preſer vid; ; it came into my 
| Head 
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Head at laſt, to take a middle Courſe betwixt oppoſing and 
complying with them; and ſo I reaſon'd the Cafe with them 
after this Manner. The Tiberians, ſaid I, are mio htily to blame, 
and you ſhall have my Conſent with all my Heart to make them 
{mart for't, provided you do nothing Hand over Head, for 
upon a further Scrutiny you will find a Faction among the M- 
ble Gallileans as deep in this Plot xpon your Liberties, as the 
 Tiberians themſelves. And therefore Tam clearly for a little 
Patience, till you can get a thorough Diſcovery of your Ene- 
mies; and then, when you have them all in the Toil together, 
you may deal with them according to their Deſerts. The 
Multitude was ſo well ſatisfy'd with the Fairneſs of the Pro- 
poſal, that they diſpers'd upon it, without any more Noiſe, 
and went their Way in Peace. | 3 ; 
The King's Meſſenger being all this while in Priſon, I 
made a Pretence, ſome few Days after, of a little Buſineſs 
that call'd me out of Town ; and in the mean while, I ſent 
privately for Criſpus, and put it in his Head to fuddle his 
Keeper, and to try if he could give him the Slip, and make 
his Eſcape away to the King. This was the ſecond Time 
that Tiberias was ſav'd from utter Ruin by my Means. 
While Matters were in this State, Juſtus the Son of Piſtus 
ſtole away to the King. I knew nothing of his Going; and 
the true Reaſon of it was this. Upon the Breaking out of- 
the 7ewiſh Var, the Tiberians had reſolved with themſelves 
to ſtand Hrm to the King and the Romans. Juſtus, on the 
other Hand, debauch'd them into a Revolt, in the Hope and 
Proſpect of playing his own Game in the Hurry of thoſe Con- 
fuſions, and making himſeif Maſter of the Government: But 
the Project did not work his Way; for the Gallil&ans had 
contracted ſuch an Averſion to the Tiberians for the Affronts 
they had put upon them before the War, that they would 
never ſuffer 7u/tus to' eſtabliſh himfelf in his Pretenfions :- 
And truly I myſelf, when the People of Jeruſalem had put 
me into the Government of Callilee, was many Times pro- 
vok'd to ſuch a Degree by the wicked Practices of this lewd: 
Man, that I had very much ado to forbear putting him to 
Extremities. Juſtus was ſo well aware of the Danger he was 
in, that for fear of the worſt, and not knowing how far Pa- 
ſion and Aﬀronts might tranſport a Man under my Gircum- 
| ſtances, he thought it kis beſt and ſafeſt Courſe to withdraw, 
and betake himlelf to the King. 7 | | 
The late Deliverance of the Sepphorites was little leſs than 
miraculous; and yet the Danger was no ſooner over, but 
328; > G 3 they 
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they ſent once again to Ceſſ ius Gallus, either to come away 
immediately himſelf, and take Poſſeſſion of the Town, or 
Elſe to furniſh them with a Force ſufficient to ſecure it againſt 
the In- roads of the Enemy. Upon their Impartunities, Gal. 
lus order'd them a conſiderable Body of Horſe and Foot, 
which they received into the City by Night. The Roman 
Horſe made ſach Havock up and down every where, that I. 
was fain to draw niy Men to a Rendezvous near (a) Garizim, 
and there I encamped, a Matter of Twenty Furlongs from 
Sepphoris. In the Dead of the Night I gave an Aſſault to 
the Walls of the Town, which my Men mounted, and took 
Poſſeſſion of them: So that we were for a while Maſters of 
a good Part of the City ; but for want of Knowing the Streets 
and Paſſages, we were forced to quit what we had gotten, 
without purſuing the Advantage any further, than the Kil- 
ling of Twelve of the Roman Foot, Two of their Horſe, and 
ſome ſew of the Sepphorites, with the Loſs only of one Man 
on our Side. Soon after this, we had a ſharp Encounter 
with the Roman Horſe, and fought it vexy bravely for a long 
Time, till coming in the End to be over-born with Num- 
bers, and ſurrounded by the Enemy, and myſelf in the 
middle of them, my Men were forced to give way in the 
Hurry of that Confuſion. In this Action J loſt Ju/tus, one 
of my Guards, and formerly one of the King's. 

There came at the ſame Time a Body of the King's Horſe 
and Foot, under the Command of Silas, the Captain of his 
Guards, who encamped within à Matter of five Furlongs of 
Julias, having poſted ſtrong Parties at all the ue nues that 
lead to Cana, and the Caſtle of Gamala, to cut off all Relief. 
Upon this, I ſent out Jeremiah in the Head of 2000 Men to 
the Bank of the River Jar dan, about a Furlong from Julias, 
where there paſs'd only ſome flight Skirmiſhes, till I join'd 
them with 3000 more myſelf. On the Day following, after 
planting a ſtrong Ambuſh in a Bottom, at a convenient Di- 
ſtance from the Enemy, I proffer'd the King's Troops Battle, 
with Orders to my Men to turn their Backs upon the firſt 
Charge, and ſo to fly before the Enemy till- they had drawn 
them within reach of the Ambuſcade. This was done ac- 
cordingly ; and Silas taking it for a Rout in Earneſt, fol- 
low'd us fo far that the Anibuſh fell upon his Rear, and put 
the King's Troops in ſo great a Diſorder, that upon my 
facing about, and charging them in the Front, they were 
ſo abſolutely broken; that if it had not been for one ſpite- 
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ful unlucky Accident, it had been the cleareſt Victory under 
the Sun; but my Horſe coming over with me in a Bogg, the 
Fall put my Wriſt out of Joint : So that I was forc'd to be 
carry'd off to Cepharnome, a Village near at Hand there, for 
Relief. Upon this Diſaſter my People fearing the Matter 
might be worſe with me than in Truth it was, gave over the 
Purſuit, and apply'd themſelves wholly to provide Surgeons 
and Phyſicians for me. After one Day's ſtay there, and 
falling into a Feaver too, I was remov'd that Night by the 
Doctor's Advice to Taricbheg. Upon the Intelligence of this 
Misfortune, Si/as and the King's Friends took Heart again, 
and hearing that our Out-Guards were looſe and careleſs, 
they ſent away a Troop of Horſe privately beyond Jordan, 
to lie in wait there for the Opportunity of a Surprize, daring 
us out early the next Morning to come to a Battle. My 
People accepted the Challenge ; but upon drawing out to 
fight them, they fell into this Ambuſh of the Enemies Horſe, 
by whom they were Charged, Routed, and put to Flight, 
with the Loſs only of Six of our Men, who upon Informa- 
tion of ſome Troops we had that were paſſing by the Way 
of the Lake from Tarichee to Fulias, went preſently off a- 
gain, without daring to purſue the Victory any further, 
Veſpaſian came a while after this to Tyre, with King A- 
grippa in his Company, where he was entertain'd with the 
molt virulent Outcries and Exclamations of the People againſt 
their King that could be imagin'd. He was an Enemy and 
a Traitor, they ſaid, both to the Tyrians and the Romans, 
and that it was by his treacherous Order and Command that 
his General Philip deliver'd up both the Royal Palace at Je- 
ruſalem, and the Roman Garriſon there. ⸗Veppaſian gave the 
Tyrians a ſevere Check for the Saucineſs of fo audacious a 
_ Calumny upon a.Crown'd Head, and a Friend to the Ko- 
mans; but adviſed Agrippa however, for Quietneſs Sake, to 
ſend Philip to Rome to clear himſelf to the Emperour, and 
he went accordingly upon that Deſign ; but finding Nero 
in a miſerable Diſtreſs by Reaſon of his Civil Wars, he went 
his way back agam to Agrippa without ſeeing the Face of the 
Emperour. 5 ; 
| Not long alter this; Upon Veſpaſian's coming to Ptolemais, 
the Governours of Decapolis came thronging to him with 
grievous Complaints againſt Juſtus for burning their Coun- 
try; who deliver'd him up to Agrippa to have him ſeverely 
puniſh'd for the Injuries done his Subjects. The King up- 
on this made him a Priſoner, without ever conſulting the 


Emperour in the Matter, as is ſaid heretofore. 
84 The 
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The Sepphorites went out then to attend Ve/paſtan upon 
the Way, and received a Garriſon from him of his Appoint- 
ment, and Placidus for their Governour, who was the Man 
Thad to do withal, till the Emperour came into Galilee, him- 
ſelf : But as to what concerns the Story, and the Manner of 


his Coming; my Retreat to 7ctapata, after the firſt Encoun- 


ter I had at Tarichee; what I did in defence of the Place; 
how I came after a long Siege to he taken Priſoner ; how 
afterwards to be ſet ar Liberty again; and how I behav'd 
myſelf, in fine, throughout the whole Courſe of the Jewiſh 
War; Theſe are Points that I have handled fo very particu- 
larly in that Story, that there remains little more to be ad- 
115 upon this Subject, than ſome few Privacies of my awn 
1 | 


_* *Upon the Romans Reducing 7otapata, in which Action I 


was taken Priſoner, under a very ſtrict Guard, but not with- 
out great Reſpect from Veſpaſian; upon whoſe Perſuaſion 1 
took to Wife a certain Virgin of Cæſarea, who was at that 
Time a Priſoner. She and I did not live long together, but 
upon my being ſet at Liberty, and entering myſelf in the 
Train of Veſpaſian, who was then going to Alexandria, ſhe 
left me, and went her Way. I marry'd another Wife after 
this at Alexandria, from whence I was ſent with Titus to 


Feruſalem, where my Life was ſeveral Ways, and upon ſeve— 


al Occaſions in Danger; the 7ews lying in wait to deſtroy 
me on the one Hand, and the Romans on the other: For 
when any Thing went amiſs with them, all Miſcarriages 
were ſtill laid at my Door, and the Emperour could never 


be quiet for the Clamours of the People to have the Traitor 


(meaning myſelf) taken out of the Way. But Titus (who 
was now declared Emperour) was too well read in the Hu- 
mours of Men, and in the Chances of War, to give any beed 
to the clamorous Importunities of an impetuous Multitude : 
Inſomuch that after the very Sacking of the City, he was fo 


' generous, as many and many a Time to offer me my Choice 


of whatever I had a mind to out of the general Ruins; and 
for a Word ſpeaking, I ſhould have it. But alas! in the 
Calamity of that inconſolable Loſs and Deſolation, I could 
find nothing worth my Asking, but the Liberty. of my 
Countrymen and Friends, and the Poſſeſſion of the Holy 
Bible in my Cultody, which was immediately granted me 
with all the Frankneſs imaginable ; My Brother, with a mat- 


ter of Fifty of my Acquaintance, being pardon'd, and diſ- 


charg'd ſoon after at my Requeſt. With the Emperour's 
Leave, I went after this into the Temple, where I found ſhuz 
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up a vaſt Multitude of Women and Children ; and among 


the reſt, to the Number of about a Hundred and Ninety Per- 
ſons of my Familiars and Friends, who upon my Mediation 
' were all abſolutely ſet free, without ſo much as any Sort of 
Condition or Ranſom. | „„ 
I was then ſent by Titus with Ceræalius and 1000 Horſe 
to a Village call'd Thecea, to take a View of the Situation 
and Diſpoſition of the Place for the Forming of a Camp 
there. At my coming back, there were a great many Pri- 
ſoners crucify'd upon the Way, and among others, three 
Men with whom I had had a Friendſhip of a long ſtanding. I 
was fo ſurprized with this wounding Spectacle, that I went 
preſently with Tears in my Eycs to Titus, and told him the 
Story. He had no ſooner heard it, but at the ſame Inſtant 
he order'd the Bodies to be taken down, and all poſſible 
Means uſed for their Recovery. Two of them dy'd under 
the Surgzon's Hand, and the Third ſurviv'd the Experi- 
ment. 5 | | 
When Titus had ſettled the Affairs of Fudæa, in a State 
of Order and Peace, he aſhgn'd me a Portion of Lands at a 
Diſtance, in Exchange for others I had in the Neigbourhood 
of Feruſalem. This he did out of Kindnels and Reſpect, for 
ne knew it would be neither commodious nor profitable for 
me to have my Habitation in the middle-of the Roman Troops 
that were of Neceſlity to be quarter*d about Feruſalem, for 
tac Securitygpf the Province, The Emperour Veſpaſian did 
me the Honour alſo, upon his Return to Rome, to take me 
1ato the ſame Veſſel with him; and upon his Arrival there, 
he was pleas'd to treat me after the moſt favourable and, 
gracious Manner that could be. In the firſt Place, he made 
me free of the City, and then lodg'd me in the Palace, that 
ne himſelf ad liv'd in before he was Emperour. He ſettled 
upon me a yearly Penſton, and kept up his Bounty and 
Gougnels to me at the ſame rate, as Jong as he Hhv'd, which 
drew upon me the mortal Envy and Hatred of my own Na- 
tion. For there was a certain 7ew, Jonathan by Name, 
that got together a Rabble of ſume 2000 Countrymen into 
an Uprore at Cyrens, but they were all deſtroy'd, and him» 
ic!f ſent to the Emperour in Chains, by the Governour of 
the Province. This 79:athan ſuggeſted that I had aſſiſted him 
roward this Tumult, with Money and Arms; but Veſpaſſan, 
without giving .any Credit to the Calumny, order'd his 
Head to be ftruck off, After this, there were ſeveral other 
talſe Practices, and envious Subornations advanced againſt 
„ | ak 
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me; but, by God's Providence, I ſcap'd them all; and had 
a fair Eſtabliſnment allotted me in J7udæa, by the Bounty of 
Peſpaſian. About this Time, my Wife and I could not a- 
gree. I did not like her Ways, and ſo we parted, having 
had three Children by her, two of them dead, and only 
Hyreanus living. After this Divorce, I took another Wife, 
by Birth a Candian, and by Profeſſion a ew, a Woman no- 
bly born, and of a moſt exemplary Honour and Virtue. She 
brought me two Sons : Juſtus the elder, and Simonides, ſur. 
named Agrippa, the other. Thus it Rood with me and my 
Family: Beſide that I was ſo happy as to be till in Favour 
with the Cæſars. For after the Death of Veſpaſian, Titus 
had the fame Kindneſs for me as his Father; and Domitian 
conferr'd upon me till greater Honours. He put to Death 
ſeveral Jews that were my Accuſers, and order'd an Eunuch- 
Slave, that I made uſe of for my Son's Tutor, to be ſevere- 
ly puniſh'd for a falſe Information againſt me. And which 
is yet a more honourable Mark of his ſingular Goodneſs to- 
ward me, he hath been pleaſed to grant me the Privilege of 
an Exempti6n from all Taxes and Duties for the Eſtate that 
I am poſſeſs'd of in Judæa. Neither have my Obligations 
been leſs in Proportion to Domitia, the Wife of Cæſar, than 
to the Emperour himſelf. This is in ſhort, the Hiſtory of 
my Life ; and the World is at Liberty to judge of my Man- 
ners by this Abſtract. 4 
But to ſatisfy you (moſt Excellent Epaphroitus) I need 
ſay no more at preſent; having preſum'd to offer and dedi- 
cate upon you the whole Body of The Jewiſh Antiquities. 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 
; Jewiſh Antiquities. 
| Book the FIRST, 


[Containing the Hiſtory of 2230 Years 6 the Crea- 
tion of the World.) 


CHAN 


Tie Introduction, ſetting forth the Sum and Scepe of the 
| whole Work. y 


” "Hoſe People that take upon them the Office of Hiſto · 


rians, do not all write, I perceive, with one and 

the ſame Thought and Deſign ; bat ſeveral Authors 
have their ſeveral Reaſons for the ſame Undertaking ; and 
all thoſe Motives, at laſt, quite differing from one another. 
As there are ſome, for the Purpoſe, that write out of an Af- 
ſectation of Vain Glory and Popular Applauſe, and an Itch 
of Vanity to. ſhew their Parts. There are ſome again, that 
make it their Buſineſs to cry up ſuch of the Actors in the 
Story they treat of, as they have a mind to oblige ; and ſpare 
for no Study and Pains to do them Honour and Juſtice. 
There are others now, that having been actually engaged in 
the Menage of the Tranſactions they deliver, reckon them- 
ſelves bound in the very Nature of the Thing itſelf, to com- 
municate what they know of the Matter before them. Aud 
there are yet others, in fine, that enter upon this Province, 
vat of a generous Impatience, to ſee great and glorious At- 

i cChievements 
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chievements buried in Silence, that ſo well deſerve to be 
made „ publick, for the common Benefit of Mankind. 

It 15 upon the two laſt of theſe four Conſiderations that . 
have now put Pen to Paper; for having been a Party myſelf 
to the Var betwixt Us and. the Romans, a Witneſs to my 
Coſt, of what paſſed on both Sides in it, and conſequently 
privy to the main Iſſue of that Conteſt ; I look'd upon it as 


my Duty to ſet forth the juſt Matter of Fact, and vindicate 


the Truth from the Falſities and Corruptions, that had crept 
into the Story. And 1 had yet a further Encouragement to 
the Enterpriſe, in a confident Aſſurance that it would prove 
an acceptable Work to the Greeks themſelves too; when 
they ſhould find the Antiquities of our Nation, and the 
Form of our Government, turn'd out of Hebrew into their 


= own Tongue. 


At my firſt Entrance upon the (a) Hiſtory of the War, I 
propoſed to ſpeak of the Original of the Jews ; their various 
Fortunes; and- their excellent Law-giver,. that train'd them 
up to the Love and Practice of ſo much Piety and Virtue ; 
to give an Account of their Wars, for ſo many Ages; and 
eſpecially that of the laſt, which they were forced, how un- 
willingly ſoever, to maintain againſt the Romans. But up- 
on ſecond Thoughts, finding the Subject too large and copi- 


ous for my preſent Purpoſe, I choſe rather to make another 


lien of the Matter, and to divide it. 

After ſome ſhort Time ſpent upon the Eſſay, it far'd with 
me in this, as it does commonly with other People that have 
great Deſigns in their Heads: The Proſpect of fo vaſt and. 
voluminous: a Tract of Hiſtory, and that in a foreign Lan- 


guage too, made me ſo heavy and dead-hearted, that it al- 
moſt repented me of my Purpoſe. But betwixt the Impor- 
tunities of Men, curious to know the Particulars of that fa- 
uus Revolution, to go forward with what I had begun; and 


the Encouragements of Epaphroditus above the reſt, who was 
a. paſſionate Lover of all Sorts of polite Learning, and of 
Hiſtory particularly, being a Perſon that had executed ſeve- 


ral eminent Commiſhons, and ſtood all Fortunes with an 


immoveable Firmneſs and Dignity of Mind, and without 


the leaſt Blemiſh to his Virtue : Betwixt the one and the 


other I was prevail'd upon, partly out of Obedience and Re- 
ſpect to the Advice and Authority of ſo illuſtrious a Patron 
E er to all W ell-willers to the Publick ; ; and partly 

out 


7s) Frerh this and o other Places, perl J. 20. c. 9. lis maꝑiſeſſ that 
the Author writ the Hiſt. of the IWars before the Antiquities. 8 
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out of meer Shame rather to ly at my Eaſe, droning and 
idle, than undergo the Pains of perfecting ſo glorious a 
Work. Theſe Circumſtances, I ſay, prevailed upon me to 
proſecute my firſt Project: And I did it the more chearfully, 
conſidering how freely our Anceſtors imparted ſuch Matters 
to Strangers, and how affe&ionately inquiſitive ſeveral of the 
Greeks themſelves had been of our Affairs. We read of King 
Ptolemy the ſecond (a Prince that purchaſed and encouraged 
Books and Arts at any rate) how ſollicitous he was to get 
our Laws, Cuſtoms, and Ways of Living Tranſlated into 
Greek : And Eleazar the High Prieſt (a Perſon not inferior 
to any other of the holy Order) did not think fit to deny 
him that Satisfaction; which undoubtedly he would have 
done, if we had not been taught and warranted by the Ex- 
ample of our Forefathers, nor to reſerve ar conceal any Thing 
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that the World may be the better for. Now I thought it 85 3 
might very well become me to conform to the Practice ang 


Preſident of our High-Prieſt, not doubting, qver and above, 
but that the ſame virtuous Inclinations to the Love\of Learn» 


ing, that were then fo remarkabl- in Prolenn, might at . 4 | 


'Time be found alſo in others. Let it not be underſtood 
that this great King had all the Copies given him entire ; 
but only ſuch of them as reſpe& our Laws ; and were deli- 
vered to him at Alexandria by the Interpreters that were ſent 
with them thither, to that Purpoſe. For thefe ſacred Wri- 
tings muſt needs contain an infinite Diverſity of Things ; be- 
ing effectually a Hiſtory of five Thouſand Years ; full of ſur- 
prizing Accidents, various Chances of War, mighty Atchieve- 
ments of famous Commanders, ſtrange Turns of State, and. 
publick Revolutions in Abundance. | 5 „ 
But upon the main, there is one Thing that the Reader 

will take notice of in a more particular Manner upon the Per- 
uſal of this Hiſtory; which is, that all Things fucceed hap- 
pily (even beyond Belief) to thoſe that reſign themſelves to 
the good Pleaſure of Almighty God, and keep his Command- 
ments; beſide tranſcendant Bleſſings promiſed them for a 
Reward: Whereas the Diſobedient, on the other Hand, in- 
ſtead of proſpering in their Ways, how fair and plauſible ſo- 
ever, fall into all Sorts of Miſery and Diſtreſs; and without 
End, or Remedy, Wherefore 1 do moſt heartily exhort and 
adviſe the Reader of theſe Papers, to lead his Life in Con- 
for mity to the Will of God, and carefully to obſerve and at- 
tend to what Moſes our Law-giver ſays of the Divine Na- 
ture; the Agreement of all his Works, one with another: 
and how clear his whole Narration is from the kevity of 2 
3... ER” | _ Fictions 
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Fictions that we meet with in other Relations. Not but 
that, conſidering the Circumſtances of Time and Antiquity, 
he might have impos'd upon us what he. would, without 
Danger of Contradiction: For aur Story begins above 2000 
Years before the Fables of the Poets were ever heard of; and 


the Pagans themſelves. never had the Face to look ſo far 
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2 Book, that preten 
> and launches out into ſo many Digreſſions upon Natural 


- 


backward, either for the Date of their Gods, the Actions of 


their Heroes, or the Ordinances of their Law-givers. I ſhall 


{peak of this in what follows, and (according to my Pro- 


or Diminiſhing. 
But in regard however that the Credit of the whole Story 


depends in a | Hy Meaſure upon the Authority of what Mo- 


fes in bis Wiſdom thought fit to deliver, ſomewhat ought to 
be ſaid previouſly of Moſes himſelf, to prevent Fxceptions 
and Cavils ; for ans will be apt to wander at the Sight of 

s only to Fact and Hiſtory in the Title, 


Philoſophy in the Text. Be it known therefore that this ex · 
cellent Perſan pronounces it as a Thing abſalutely neceſſary 
for any Man that would live virtuoully himſelf, or preſcribe 
Laws to others, to apply his Mind in the firſt Place to the 
Knowledge of God; and then upon a due Conſideration of 
his Works, ſo far as in him lies, to follow and imitate that 
perfect Model. Without this Care and Intention, tis im- 
poſſible for a Law-giver to anſwer the Character of his Pro- 


feſſion, neither can he make other People the better for his 
- Writings, without teaching them in the firſt Place, that God 
3s the Father and Lord of all Things ; that nothing is hid 


om his Sight; that he bleſſeth thoſe that ſerve him, and 
puniſheth thoſe that wander from the right Way, This was 


' Meſes's Method of training up his People. He did not begin 


after the n of other Rulers, with Proviſion for Liberty 
and Property; Stipulations, Contracts, and the like; but 


with a Lecture upon the Power of God in the Creation of the 


World, andthe Excellency of Man above other earthly Crea- 


- tures. And when be had once poſſeſſed them with a Reve- 


rence for Piety, they took all other laudable Impreſſions in 
Courſe. As for thaſe Law-givers that have only fabulous 
Traditions for their Pattern and their Guide, they take a 
Freedom to impute to their Gods the Lewdneſs of the moſt 
infamous of Men, and ſo to authorize and encourage others 


| in all Manner of Wickedneſs after their Example. But our 
Legiſlator, having firſt ſet forth that God is Virtue and Pu- 
rity itſelf; he tells us afterward that Men ſheuld do all they 
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can to make themſelves Partakers of the Holineſs (in ſome 
Degree at leaſt) of that Divine Original; concluding the 
Caution with a ſevere Sentence upon tRoſe that will neither 
believe nor underſtand theſe Truths. 
- . Whoever examines this Work according to theſe Meaſures 
(as I wiſh every Reader may) will find nothing in it unrea- 
ſonable, nor I hope derogatory to God's Majeſty and Good- 
neſs, He will ſee every Thing proportion'd to the Matters 
that are there handled by our Law-giver : Some Things on- 
ly touch'd upon, or hinted, as by the by; others illuſtrated 
by proper Allegories; and for thoſe Paſſages that we are moſt 
concern'd to have a perfect Underſtanding of, they are as 
plain and clear as Words can make them. It would require 
a a deep Speculation now, to enter into the particular Reaſons 
of theſe different Ways of Writing ; but if God gives me 
Life to finiſh what J am now upon, I purpoſe to make that 
my next Buſineſs : But for the preſent, I ſhall proceed to my 
Hiſtory, beginning with what Moſes tells us concerning the 
Creation of the World, as we find it in Help Vrit. 


* 


CHAP. II. 


The Creation of the World in ſix Days. The ſeventh, 
a Sabbath, or a Day of Reſt. The Forming of Adam 


and Eve, and why they were fo call d. Paradiſe plant. 
ed, and Adam and Eve put into it, The Forbidden 


Fruit. The Serpent tempts the Foman, The Fall 
of Adam and Eve, and the Curſe that followed it. 


a) 1 N the Beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth; 
I but the Earth was not as yet viſible, by reaſon of a thick 
Darkneſs that cover'd it. After this the Spirit of God movin 


over it, God commanded that there ſhould be Light ; which 


no ſooner appear'd, but upon the View of the Maſs he ſepa- 


rated the Light from the Darkneſs ; and the Darkneſs he cal- 
led Night, and the Light, Day. The Beginning of the Day he 
called Morning, and the End of it (or the Time of Reſt) Even- 


ing: And theſe two Terms compleated the fixſt Day...) Mo- 


fes renders it one Day, or a Day; and not the firſt Day, 


which I could give a Reaſon for at 8 ; but having Pro- iſ 
e 


miſed an Explanation of theſe Nic 


„ ” 


5 () Gen, Chap. 1 : (8) Gt. Mane. 
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Ly under ſome Sort of Neceſſity to refer thoſe Notes to their 
proper Time and Place. - 

B the ſecond Day God made the Heaven, or the Firma- 
ment; gave it the higheſt Place of the Univerſe; divided it 
from the reſt; encompaſs'd it, as it were with Chryſtal ; and 
temper'd the Air with ſo gentle a Mixture of Humidity, as 
might naturally reſolve into Showers, for the watering and 
refreſning of the Earth, to make it fruitful. 

On the third Day God ſettled the Earth, ſurrounding it 
with the Sea; and the ſame Day it brought forth Plants with 
their Seeds, after their reſpective Kinds. 

On the fourth Day he placed the Sun, the Moon, and the 
other Stars for an Ornament in the Heavens ; regulating 
their Motions, and their Courſes, in ſuck a Manner, as to 
mark out Times and Seaſons. 

On the fifth Day he created the Fiſh that ſwim in the Wa- 
ter, and the Birds that fly in the Air, and ſent them forth in 
Couples that they might encreaſe and marin, every Crea- 
ture according to its Kind. 
On the ſixth Day God created all Sorts of Four-footed 
Beaſts, Male and Female; and the ſame Day alſo he made 
Man : So that according to Moſes, in fix Days God made the 
World, and all that is therein. 
() God reſted on the ſeventh Day, and ceaſed from his 
Labours. This is the Reaſon that we do no Work upon 
that Day; but give it the Name of Sabbath, which, in the 
Hebrew, betokens Reſt. 

Moſes, after the ſeventh Day, employ'd his Thoughts up- 
on the Works and Offices of Nature: Beginning with the 
. Creation of Man, after this Manner, 62d (lays he) formed 

Man of the Duſt of the Ground; and breathed into him the 
Breath of Life : ſo that he became a living Soul. He ſays far- 
ther, that this Man was call'd Adam, which in Hebrew is 

(5 Red; becauſe the Earth that he was made of, in the Vir- 
ginal Perfection of it, is of that Colour. 

After this, God commanded all Living Creatures, Male 
and Female, to appear before Adam ; who called them all 
by their Names : And the Names he gave them at that Time 
they bear to this Day. Y 

Adam was all this while alone, and uncaſie in chai Con- 
dition, for want of a ſuitable Companion; there being none 
as yet provided for him, when all the reſt of the Creatures 
re chemſelves in Pairs: 80 that falling into a ſound 
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C) Gen. 2. (6) See this conſuted I 2 in his ps 2p. v. Hime: 
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; Sleep, God took a Rib out of him and made a Woman of 

it: Which he no ſooner ſaw afterward,. but he knew, and 
acknowledged her to be Part of himſelf. Now in the He- 
brew they call a Woman, Ja; but this Woman was call'd 
(a) Eva; that is to ſay, the Mother of all Living. 

Moſes fays further alſo, that God planted to the Eaſtward 
a molt delicious Garden, and ſtor'd it with all Sorts of Fruit- 
Trees : And among the reſt, the Tree of Life, and the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil. * 

In this Garden he placed Adam, and Eve, and he com- 
mitted the keeping and dreſſing of it to their Care. It was 
watered, and encompaſſed by a large River that divided it- 
ſelf into four Branches. The Name of the firſt is (5) Piſon, 
(which ſignifies Fulneſs or Inundation) the Greeks call it 
Ganges ; and it takes its Courſe into India, and ſo empties 
' itſelf into the Sea. The ſecond and the third, are Euphrates ; 

the former in our Tongue, is Phora, (that is to ſay, Diſper- 
ſion, or a Flower) the other we call Diglath (which is as 
much as Narrow, and Rapid) and theſe two diſcharge them- 
ſelves into the Red Sea. The Name of the fourth is (c) Gi- 
hon, which divides Ægypt. The Greeks call it Nile, and it 
ſignifies in our Language, coming from the Ea. n 
Now Adam and Eve had Liberty to eat of all the Fruits of 
the Garden, ſave only that of the Tree of Knowledge; which 
God commanded them not to taſte of, upon pain of Death. 
There was, as yet, a perfect Agreement among all the Crea-- 
tures; and the Serpent liv'd in a kind of Familiarity with 
Adam and Eve; but out of an Envy to the bleſſed State of 
their Condition, in caſe of Obedience to God's Command; 
and knowing full well on the other Hand, the Miſery that 
would befall them in caſe of their Diſobedience ; he tempted 
the Woman to a Taſte of the Forbidden Fruit; and, to en- 
flame her Curioſity, told her that it had a fecret Virtue, to 
endue her, upon the eating of it, with the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, and to make her as happy as God himſelf, 
Thus the Serpent ſeduc'd the Woman into a Violation of God's 

Command; and the Woman, was fo well pleas'd with the 
Taſte of the Fruit, that ſhe did not only eat of it herſelf, but 
recommended it to her Husband too, who yielded to her Per- 
ſuaſion. By this Time they perceived that they were both 
naked; (the Virtue of this Fruit having open'd their Under- 
ſtanding) and looking about for a Covering, they wove Fig- 

Leaves 
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() Gr. Euza. (5) Gr, Pheſioms. (c) Gr. Goon. 
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Leaves to hide their Shame ; accounting themſelves happier 
then before, by this New Diſcovery of what they wanted. 
After this, God enter'd into the Garden, when Adam, who 
had free Acceſs to him before his Tranſgreſſion, out of a Con- 
ſcience of his Sin, withdrew, and hid himſelf. So God cal- 
led to Adam, and ask'd him, How it came to paſs, that he, 
. #hat had taken ſo much Delight but lately, to preſent himſelf 
before his Maker, ſhould now run away from him in ſuch a 
| Confuſion © Adam's Guilt left him not one Word to ſay for 
- himſelf; and ſo God went on ſpeaking to him after this Man- 
ner. There was not any Thing that your Heart could 
4 deſire, to make your Life free, eaſie, pleaſant, and happy, 
ce that I had not provided for you ready to your Hand; both 
& for Uſe and Delight; and without any Care or Labour on 
c your Part; or the Inconveniences of old Age to interrupt 
« your Enjoyments. But ſince you have deſpiſed my Com- 
c“ mands, and that your Conſcience leaves you nothing to 
c ſay for yourſelf, your Days ſhall be ſhortned.” Adam 
palliated the Matter as well as he could; begg'd Pardon; 
and laid the Blame upon his Wife: It was ſhe that miſled 
him, he ſaid ; and the Woman caſt it upon the Serpent. 
Whereupon, as a Puniſhment for Adam's ſuffering his Wife 
to impoſe upon him, God curſed the Ground, declaring, 
that from that Time forward, it ſhould never bring forth 
Fruit more; but what Men ſhould extort from it by Labour, 
and the Sweat of their Brows : And that it ſhould not always 


= " anſwer. their Expectations neither. As for Eve's being firſt 


corrupted by the Serpent, and afterward drawing Adam in- 
to the ſame Snare, her Sentence was, in Sorrow to bring 
Forth Children: And for the Puniſhment of the Serpent's 

Malice, God took from him the Benefit of Speech; put Ve- 
nom under his Tongue; condemn'd him to the Loſs of his 


Peet, and to crawl upon his Belly ; declar'd him the Enemy 
dk Mankind: And commanded Eve alſo to tread upon his 


Head, both as the Fountain of all our Woes, and as the Part 
where he moſt eaſily receives a mortal Wound. After the 


pronouncing of theſe Penalties, God turn'd Adam and Eve 


out of the Garden. 
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CHAP. III. 


The Hiſtory of Cain and Abel. Cain murders his Bro. 
ther. God calls him to Account, ſets a Mark upon 
him, and pronounces a Curſe againſt him for it. Cain 
was the Inventor of Weights and Meaſures. Enoch 
built the firſt City. Jubal was the Inventor of Mu- 
ſick. Tubalcain, of Braſs and Iron- Mort. Adam 


liv'd 930 Years. Seth and his Sons give themſelves ta 


— 


Altronomy. Seth's Pillars, 


(a) A DAM and Eve had two Sons; the Name of the El- 

| der was (6) Cain, which by Interpretation, is Paſſeſ⸗ 
ſion, or Acquiſition. The ſecond was Abel which ſignifies 
Aiction, or Mourning. They had Daughters alſo. The two 
Brothers were of quite different Humours. Abel was a righte- 
ous Man, and a Keeper of Sheep, he led a virtuous Life, and 
had God in his Eye, whatever he ſaid or did: Cain, on the 
contrary, was a wicked, graceleſs Perſon ; and the Inventor 
of Tillage. He governed himſelf wholly by his Intereſt ; 
and finally, upon the following Account, he murder'd his 
own Brother. The two Brethren were agreed upon a Sacri- 
fice to the Lord. Cain brought an Offering of the Fruits of the 


Ground; Abe's Offering was of the Milk and Firſtlings of 


his Flock. The (c) latter was the more acceptable to God of 
the two, being only the pure Bounty and Production of Na- 


ture, whereas the other looked liker an Oblation 3 "R 


Avarice, Induſtry, and Force, then a Homage of good W 

Cain took it ſo heinouſly to have his younger Brother prefer'd 
before him, that he fell upon him, and flew him, and bu- 
ried the Body in Hopes of concealing the Murder. God, that 
knew what had paſſed, came upon this to Cain; enquir'd af- 
ter his Brother, and what was become of him, for he had 
not been ſeen of ſeveral Days laſt paſt, whereas they two 
uſed to be conſtantly together. This Queſtion put Cain at 
firſt to a little Stand, till upon Recollection, he gave for An- 
ſwer, that he had not ſeen his Brother for a long Time him- 


ſelf neither, and could not imagine what ſhould be the Rea- 
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(a) Gen. FRY (5) Gr. Kais, Kainae. | 


(e) Folephus here commits a groſs Error as has been obſerved by Lo 


Allatius in his Notes upon Euſtathius's Hexaem. p. 210. and by Gune* 
us J. 3. de Rep. Hebr. c. 1. See Dr. Patrick upon Geneſis, | 
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ſon of it. Upon this Pretence, the Matter was till laid 
cloſſer to him; to which he had the Inſolence to reply, that 
he was none of his Brother's Keeper, nor of his Council, Upon 
this Expoſtulation and Affront, God was pleaſed to charge 

him downright with his Brother's Murder; telling him how 
wonderful a Thing it was, that he ſhould not be able to give 
any Account of his Brother, when he himſelf had killed him. 
The Fact was not to be denied, but yet upon Cain's Sacrifice 
and Submiſſion, God was ſo far pacified, as to remit the 
immediate Juſtice of Blood for Blood ; but he was pleaſed 
however to pronounce him and his Poſterity Accurſed to the 

Seventh Generation; and to baniſh him and his Wife out of 
the Land into the wide World. Cain was not a little terri- 
fied at this Sentence, for fear of what Miſchief might befal 
him in his Wandrings; but to ſecure him from any Danger 
that way, either from Man or Beaſt, God ſet a Mark upon 
him to know him by, and ſo bid him be gone. 

Cain and his Wife departed accordingly, and after a tedi- 
ous Travel through ſeveral Countries, they took up at length 
at Nais, where they ſettled their Abode, and had divers 
Children; but ſo far was Cain from mending upon his AMi- 
ction, that he went rather from bad'to worſe; abandoning 
himſelf to his Luſts and all Manner of Outrage, without any 
Regard to common Juſtice. He enriched himſelf by Rapine 
and Violence; and made choice of the moſt profligate of 
Monſters for his Companions ; inſtrufting them in the very 
Myſtery of their own Profeſſion. He corrupted the Simpli- 
city and plain Dealing of former Times, with a novel Inven- 
tion of Weights and Meaſures, and exchanged the Innocence 
of that pr:mitive.Generoſity and Candour for the new Tricks 
of Policy and Craft. He was the firſt that invaded the com- 
mon Liberties of Mankind, by Bounds and Encloſers: The 
firſt that built a City, Fortified and Peopled it, which City 
was called (a) Enos, after the Name of his eldeſt Son. 

Now Enos begot Fared, (b) Jared begot (c) Mahalaleel, 
Mahalaleel begot (d) Methuſelah, and Methuſelah begot 
Lamech who had Seventy ſeven Children by two Wives, 
(e) Zillah and Adab. By Adab he had (/ Fabal, the firſt 
that dwelt in Tents, and pleaſed himſelf with a Paſtoral Life 
and Buſineſs. Fubal, his Brorher, gave up his Mind to Mu- 

| . e P fick: 


(a) Or Enoch. Gr. Enooſta, Arsocha, Enoocha. (B) Or Trad. Gr. Ia- 

rades, Jaredes. (c) Or Mehujael. Gr. Maleelos, Marnelos. ' (d) Ot 
1 Gr. Mathuſtaias. (e) Gr. Zeljas and Zilat. ) Gr. 
oodelos. - | 
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ſick : Inſomuch, that the P/altery and Harp were of his In- 
vention. By his Wife Zillab, he had (a) Tubalcain, a vali- 
ant Captain, and a great Warriour, who by his Military 
Reputation was enabled to live both in Pleaſure and Plenty. 
He was the firſt that wrought in Braſs and Iron, and had a 
Daughter whoſe Name was Naamath. As for Lamech, that 
ſaw as far as any Man into the Courſe and Methods of Di- 
vine Juſtice, he could not but find himſelf concerned in the 
Proſpect of that dreadful Judgment that threatned the whole 
Family for the Murder of Abel, and under that Apprehenſi- 
on, he brake the Matter to his two Wives. | 
While Adam was yet living, the curſed Race of Cain 
grew every Day more wicked then other, and made it their 
Glory, not only to imitate the fouleſt Examples of paſt 
Times, but alſo to outdo them. Their Delight was in War 
and Spoil, or where any of them happen'd to 'ſcape the Guilt 
of Blood, they took it out in Pride, Avarice, or ſomething 
else as bad; - 5 | 
But to return to my Text: After the Murder of 4bel, and 
the Baniſhment of Cain, Adam, that was now two hundred 
and thirty Years of Age, out of an earneſt Deſire of Iſſue, 
apply'd himſelf to the Peopling of the World. He lived 
{even Hundred Years more after this, and fo he dy'd, leaving 
many Children behind him, and one among the reſt that he 
call'd Seth, It would be tedious to go through the Family, 
and nothing to my Purpoſe ; ſo that I ſhall only have Oc- 
caſion to mention Seth, This Seth was brought up under the 
[Tuition of his Father, and ſo ſoon as ever he was able to 
8 Aiftinguiſh betwpxt Good and Evil, he deliver'd himſelf up 
wholly to the Study of Virtue. He proved a vonfęrful Man 
and his Children were the lively Images of reg ent a Fa- 
: ther: They were all of them well bred, and well diſpoſed. 
[ They lived happily and peaceably, with a Reſpect to the 
: Publick, and in a perfect Agreement one with another. Theſe: 
were the firlt that made their Obſervations upon the Motions 


7 1 
g of the Heavens, the Courſes and Influences of the Stars; and - 2 
5 having been foretold by Adam of an univerſal Deluge, and 

t Conflagration to come, they erected two Pillars, one of Brick 

e and the other of Stone, which they were ſure would be Proof, 

1 one or the other of them, againſt either Fire or Water. Up- E 
on theſe Pillars they engraved the Memorials of their Diſ- 

2 coveries and Inventions, there to remain for the Benefit of 

a- Ages to come; and leſt the Tradition of the Science itſelf 

Or | — - 3 ſhould 


>» (a) Gr. 7. Ae. | 


[0 


ſhould be loſt for want of a Record. This they did, and 


Pillar is yet to be ſeen in * Syria to this very Day. 
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4 6 CHAD. IV: | 

The Wickedneſs of the World, and God's juſt Judgment 

unn it. The Deluge, Noah's Ark. Noah's Genea- 

A Jogy. The Time of the Deluge. The Ten Generations 
Fm Adam to the Flood. The Beginning and Progreſs 
3 of the Flood. A Raven and à Dove ſent out of the Ark. 
Noah goes out and Sacrifices. Beroſus, Damaſcen, &c. 
write of this Ark and Deluge. Noah's Prayer. Sin 
brought on this Fudgment. God's Covenant with Noah. 
The Rainbow a Token of it. Noah hiy'd 950 Tears. 
The great Year. | f | 


(a) LO R ſeven Generations, Men lived in the Exerciſe, of 
: Virtue, and in the Love and Fear of one God, the 
Lord of all Things; but from thence forward they degenera- 
ted from the Ways of their Fathers, leading their Lives with- 
| out any Reverence or Regard either to religious Duties, or 
human Juſtice ; and taking twice as much Pains to out-ſtrip 
others in Wickedneſs, as they had formerly done to make 
- themſelves eminent for Goodneſs. - This abominable Impiety 
drew down the Wrath of Heaven upon them, and the (An- 
gels of God mixing with the Women begot an inſolent Race, 
en much unlike that of the Giants in the Greek Fables, over- 
earing Right with Power. (c) Noah took theſe impious Ex- 
travagancies ſo to Heart, that after ſeveral Trials, both by 
his Counſel and Authority, to bring them to a Reformation 
of their Lives, and an Amendment of their Manners; and 
no good to be done at laſt upon a Generation ſo incorrigibly 
obſtinate, and abandon'd to their Luſts, finding himſelf 
and Family in manifeſt Danger of ſome mortal Violence for 
his Good-will ; he departed out of the Land himſelf and all 
his People, This good Man was highly in the Favour of the 
858 Lord 
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* Gr. Tata gen ten Siriada. al. Suriada. al. Sirida. al. Seriada. 
bee Stillingfleet's Orig. Sacr. I. 1. c. 2. | 
(a) Gen. 5. 6. (6) Lactantius favours this Opinion, but St. Au- 
lin and others reject it, See Seſden de Dis Oris, Cap. 3. . 
(c) Gr, Neeevs. al. Neoches. „ 


their Foreſight and Providence was not in vain, for the Stone 
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Lord for his Integrity; but the Corruption and Iniquity of 
the Age cry'd out fo loud to Heaven for Vengeance, that God 
reſolved within himſelf, utterly to deſtroy the preſent Gene- 
ration of Mankind, and to ſupply another and a better Race 
of Men in their Stead : But fo as to (a) ſhorten the Term 
of a Man's Life from what it was before, and to bring it 
within the Compaſs of 120 Years. The Earth after this was 
Covered with Water, and the dry Land turned effectually 
into a Sea, which ſwallow'd up all Fleſh Living, Noah 
alone excepted, who *ſcap'd the univerſal Deluge by making 
uſe of the Means which God had expreſly directed and ap- 
pointed him for his Preſervation : That is to ſay, God having 
precaution'd him of this terrible Judgment to come, ordered 
him to build an (b) Ark of four Stories, the Length of it three 
hundred Cubits, the Breadth fifty, and the Height of it thir- 
ty; which he did accordingly, and ſo went into it with his 
Wife and Children, and their Wives ; taking along with 
him of all living Creatures by two and two, in Pairs, Male 
and Female, and of ſome (c) ſeven Couples for the Conſerva- 
tion of the Kind ; having firſt laid in all neceſſary Proviſions 
for himſelf and them. His Order was to take care that the 
Roof, and the Sides of it might be made tight and firm a- 
gainſt Wind and Weather: Which was alſo done, and by 
this Contrivance he and his Family were ſav'd. Now Noah 
was the Tenth in Succeſſion by a dire& Line from Adam, 
being the Son of Lamech, Lamech of Methuſelah, Methuſe- 
lab of Enoch, Enoch of Jared, Fared of Mahalaleel (who had 
divers Brothers) Mabalaleel of Cain, Cain of Enos, Enos of 
Seth, and Seth the Son of Adam. | * 5 
This Deluge happen'd in the ſecond Month, which the 
Macedonians call Dius, the Hebrews Marſaune, according to 
the Zgyptian Diviſion of the Year. Moſes in his Computa- 
tion makes Ni/an, which is Xanthicus, the firſt Month, be- 
cCauſe it was in this that he brought the Maelites out of 
#gypt, and he obſerves the fame Account im. the dating of 
all Things that concern the Worſhip of God. But for the 
Matter of Fairs and Markets, Trade and civil Buſineſs, he 
left the Account as he found it, without making any Aﬀlterg- - 
tion. Noah was ſix Hundred Tears of Age at the Time of 
this Inundation. Moſes reckons that the firſt Fall of Rain, 
toward the Drowning of the World, began on the 27th mY 
| | H 4 | . 
(a) Joſephus in this Place has miſinterpreted the Seriptures, as Cunæus 
has ſhew'd, J. 3. de Rep. Hebr. c. 2. See Co/aubon's Notes upon Trebelliur 
Pullio, p. 219. (5) See Dr. Stillingfleet's Orig. Sacr. l. 3. c. 4. $7. 
(c) See the Notes upon the Sihhlline Oracles, Pp. 127. Ed. Gallai. 
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of the Month before ſaid, and in the Year of the World 
2256. This is according to the Calculation of Holy Writ, 
which gives a very exact Account of the Birth and Death of 
the famous Men of thoſe Times. | 

Adam was 930 Years old when he dy'd, and 230 when he 
begot Seth. Seth was 105 when he begot Enoch, and he depar-_ 
ted this Life at the Age of 905, leaving all to the Care of his 
Son Cainan, whom he had begotten in the goth Year of his 
Age, and he lived to the Age of 910. Cainan in the Year of 
his Age 910, was ſucceeded by his Son Mahalaleel whom he 
begat at 170. This Mahalaleel dy'd at 895, and he left his Son 
Jared to ſucceed him, whom he begot at the Age of 162, and 
at 969 he departed this Life. His Son Enoch came next, who 
was born when his Father was 162 Years old, and after 365 
Years he went to God, and was no more ſeen, which is the 
Reaſon that there is no Record extant of what became of him. 
Methuſalem was born to Enoch in the 165th Year of his Age, 
and at the Age of 187 he had a Son born which he called 


Lamech, to whom he deliver'd up the Government that he 


had held for 966 Years. But when Lamech had been 707 Years | 
in the Exerciſe of that Power, he transferred his Commiſſion 
to his Son Neah who was born to Lamech in the 182d Year 
of his Age; and was 950 Years in the Adminiltration. So 
that putting all theſe together, computing upon Noah's Age 
of 600 Years at the Time of the Deluge, it amounts to the 
juſt Number of 2256. But we are not ſo much to conſider 
the End of theſe Men, as the Birth of them ; for they lived 
to ſee many Generations out of their ogn Loins. | 
(a) The Time being now come, and the Signal given, God 
communded the Clouds to pour forth their Waters, which 
they did in a violent Rain of forty Days Continuance ; till 
they were 15 Cubits deep above the higheſt Parts of the Earth, 
and no Place left for any Poſſibility of Safety or Retreat. 
The Waters after this began by little and little to abate, and 
in 150 Days more, on the 277% Day of the 7th Month, the 
Ark was left aground upon the Top of a certain Mountain 
in Armenia. Neah perceiving this, open'd a Window, and 
ſeeing Land here and there about him, found his Heart a 
little more at eaſe, in Hopes that the worſt was now paſt. 
The Water ſtill ſhrinking more and more, Noah ſent out a 
Raven ſome few Days after, to learn the State of the Deluge 
-in other Places, and-whether or no he might ſafely venture 
himſelf upon the Ground; but the Raven finding all in a 
Flood ſtill, returned to the Ark, Whereupon Noah reſpited 


ns 
EY — 2 2 


* 


Book I. Juwion Anrriqevirins . 105 


his Enquiry for ſeven Days, and then ſent out a Dove for 
Diſcovery what Condition Things were in abroad, which 
ſoon after came back to him #gain all dirty, and with an 
Olive-Branch in her Mouth, giving to underſtand that the 
Danger was now over. So that at the End of ſeven Days 
more, he turn'd out all the Creatures, went forth himſelf 
with his Wife and Children; and after ſacrificing to the 
Lord, made merry and rejoiced with his Family. The 
(a) Armenians called this Place (b) Apsbaterion, or the Place 
of Deſcent. We read of this Deluge and the Ark, in all the 
Writers of Barbarian Hiſtories, as in Bero/us the Chaldein for 
one, who, ſpeaking of this Flood, writes to this Effect. They 
ſay that there are ſome Remaituders of this Veſſel to be ſeen upon 
the Mountains of the Cordyæans in Armenia t this very Day, 
and that ſeveral People living upon the Place ſcrape the Pitch off 
from the Planks as a Rarity, and carry it about them for an Amu- 
lett. Hieronymus the Agyptian in his Phœnician Antiquities, 

 Mnaſeas and a great many others ſay ſomewhat of this Mat- 
ter too: But Nicolaus of Damaſcus in v. 96. of his Hiſtory, 
ſ peaks to this Purpoſe. In the Province of (O Minyas in Arme- 
nia, there is a high Mountain called (d) Baris, to which Place 
there fled a great : many People, as the Story goes, in the Time of 
a Deluge for Sanftuary. There is a Tradition alſo, of a certain 
Man in a Veſſel that ſtruct upon the Top of this Mountain, and that 
ſeveral Pieces of theTimber were to be ſeen there a longTime after. 
This perhaps might be the Man that Moſes makes mention of. 
Now Neah, in a Perſuaſion that God had doom'd Man- 

kind to Deſtruction, lay under a mortal Dread, for fear of the 
fame Judgment over again; and effectually that it would end 

in an Anniverſary Inundation : So that he preſented himſelfs 
before the Lord with Sacrifices and Prayers, Humbly be- 
" ſeeching God in Mercy, to preſerve. the Order of the 
« World in its firſt Frame; to puniſh the Guilty, and ſpare 
the Lives of the Innocent, and not to proceed with Ri- 
np” gour for the Wickedneſs of ſome Particulars, to the De- 
* ſtruction of the whole; for otherwile, the Survivors of this 
* Calamity would be more wretched then thoſe that were 
« waſhed away in a common Ruin : If after having ſuf- 
* fer'd 


* See Petavius's Notes upon 8 4. I. $$ ned | 

(6) That is, by a Word in that Language, which ks into 
Greek is Apobaterion, ſee Gallæus's Diſſert. de Sybyllis, p. 593. 
(c) Voſſius and Berkelius ſhew ig ſhould be read Milyas. Sec Berkel. upon 
Steph. p. 561. & Ve. de Sibyil. Orac. p. 253. But Bochart. and Gallzus 
contend for the other Reading. See Gallzxs's Diſſert. de Sibyll. p. 594. 
(d) Fr. Junius for Baris reads Dubaris. See Pelavius $ Notes upon 
Epiphanius, P. 5: | 


Fs Jewisn AnTiQuiTiIEs. Book J. 


« ferr'd Horror of Thought, and the Terror of ſo diſmal a 
« Spectacle, they ſhould only be delivered from one Cala- 
c mity to be confounded by another. W herefore he earneſt- 
cc ly beſought God to receive his Prayers, and his Sacrifice; 
cc to turn away his Wrath from the Earth, and the Inhabi- 
de tants thereof, that they might till it, and reap the Fruits 
ce of his Bounty as formerly; build Cities, and entertain 
ce themſelves with all the Comforts and Conveniences they . 
ce enjoy'd before the Flood.” He pray'd alſo for Length of 
Days to himſelf and his Poſterity ; and that the Children to 
come might live up to the Age of their Anceſtors, | | 
The Piety and Righteouſneſs of the Man prevail'd fo far 
| 


with Almighty God, that he hearkened to his Requeſt, and 
told him, that it was the Wickedneſs of the World which 
drew that Judgment upon their own Heads, and that he 
himſelf was not in Truth the Author of it ; for he would ne- 
ver have given them Life at firſt, with a Deſign, or Deſire to 
take it away again ; and it were much better not to give it at 
all, then to give only to take again: But ſays he, they have 
Forced me upon a Vengeance by a Violation of all the holy | 
Duties they owe me; and yet to ſhew you that I am not 
inexorable, eſpecially upon your Mediation, I promiſe you 
that (a) Iwill never deal with Sinners ſo ſeverely again for 
the future. And therefore what Storms and Tempells ſoe ver 
may be raiſed, ſet your Heart at reſt, for you are out of Dan- 
ger of another Deluge. One Thing I poſitively require and 
Command, (6) keep your Hands clear of human Blood, and 
puniſh Murder with the uttermoſt Severity wherever you find 
is. As for other Creatures, whether they live upon the 
Earth, or ſwim in the Water, or fly in the Air, you are the 
Lords and Maſters of them, and may diſpoſe of them as you 
think fit, faving only as to the Blood, for in the Blood is the 
Life of the Creature; and for your Security now, that the 
Arrows of my Diſpleaſure ſhall never ſtrike Mankind again 
in the like dreadful Manner, I will ſet my Bow in the Air 
for a Token of my Covenant. Now the Rainbow with them 
is taken for God's Bow, After theſe Commands and Pro- 
miſes God departed. = 6h 5 
Noah liv'd happily and at eaſe three hundred and fifty 
Years after the Flood, ſo that he was nine hundred and fifty 
when he dy'd. Det not the vaſt Difference betwixt the ordi- 
nary Term of a Man's Life before the Deluge, and the nar- 
| _ 


„ * * 
Re, n 


(a) Gen. 8. 9. (5) See Selden de Syedriis Vett. Hebreowav 
J. 1. c. 5. P. 34. Ed. Amſtel. ut 
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row ſcantling we find it reduced to at this Day, be made uſe 
of as an Argument to bring the Credit of the Tradition in 
Queſtion, as if becauſe we ourſelves art ſhort-liv'd, our An- 
ceſtors muſt needs have been ſo too. In the Infancy of the 
World, when Men liv'd in Obedience to their Maker, it 
pleaſed Almighty God to beſtow the Bleſſing of (a) long Life 
upon the Work of his own Hands : Beſide that the very Way 
of Eating and Living did very much conduce to that End: 
* Over and above, that Providence found it neceſſary for the 
Study and Advancement of Virtue, and for the Improvement 
of Geometry and Aſtronomy, Which required at leaſt ſix hun- 
dred Years (according to the Computation of the Great Year) 
for the making and perfecting of Obſervations. I have for 
my Juſtification, all the great Antiquaries that ever meddled 
in Hiltory, either Greek or Barbarian; as Manetho in his 
Egyptian Chronicle; Beroſus in his Hiſtory of Chatda; 
(6) Mochus, Heſliæus; Hieronymus the Ægyptian; that have 
given us the Story of Phenicia: And ſo for Heſiod, Hecatæus, 
Hellanicus, Acuſilaus, E phorus, and Nicolaus, they do all a- 
gree, that in the Primitive State of the World, ſome Men 
iv'd to the Age even of a Thouſand Years. But every Man 
is at Liberty to think of this Matter as himſelf pleaſes, 


od 8 
— — 


| 5 CHAN. 

Noah's three Sons, Shem, Japheth, and Ham, plant in 
Sennaar. An ignorant and a ſtubborn Generation. 
Nimrod, Noah's Grand-child, their Head and Ring- 


leader. The Deſign of the Tower of Babel rumed by 
a Confuſion of Tongues. 


40 N24 had three Sons, Shem, Zapheth, and Ham, who 
: were born about an hundred Years before the Flood, 
Theſe were the firſt that came down from the Mountains to 

ſettle their Habitation in the Plains, and drew: others after 

them by their Example, who till then had not the Heart to 
quit the Hills for fear of a ſecond Deluge. They gave the Name 
of (4d) Shinar to the firſt Place they planted in. But God 

| in 
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- (a) See Galleus's Comment on the Sibylline Oracles, p. 72, 73. 
(b) Gallzus, in his Comment upon the Sibilline Oracles, p. 62. reads 

NMolus or Melon, four Mochue. 8 
e Gen. 10, and 11. {d) Gr. Sennaar. 
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in his Wiſdom order'd them to ſpread and divide themſelves 
into Colonies, as the more proper Method both for Peopling 
the World, and preſerving Men in Peace one with another: 
And to the End deſides, that they might take their Poſſeſſions 
at Jarge, and enjoy more abundantly the Fruits of the Earth. 

Now theſe People being an ignorant and a ſtubborn Gene- 


ration, they never heeded the Divine Appointment, but con- 


tinued ſtill in the ſame Place, till they were overtaken by a 


Judgment from Heaven that gave them the Sight of their 


Fault in their Puniſhment. They came in Proceſs of Time 
to be numerous and ſtrong ; and God once again admo- 


niſhed and directed them as before, to diſperſe themſelves. 


into ſeveral Plantations ; but they went on nevertheleſs in 
their Diſobedience, not only forgetting the Author of all the 


Bleſſings and good Things they were made Partakers of, but 


aſſuming to themſelves the Glory of their Succeſſes in all the 
Greatneſs they had acquired, and, which is worſt of all yet, 
interpreting the Advice of ſeparating themſelves to be rather 


2 Snare than a Favour, and a mere Trick of common Policy, 
firſt to difunite and weaken them, and then to bring them 


under the Yoke of an Oppreſſion. 

The chief Incendiary that animated the People to this i in- 
ſolent Contempt of God, was (a) Nimred, the Nephew of 
Ham, who was the Son of Noah, a Man fierce and valiant, 
but of fo extravagant a Vanity, that he would be often va- 
luing himſelf upon it, that he had no Obligation at all to 
the Goodneſs of God for the Dignity of his preſent State 


and Reputation, but to the Power of his own Courage and 
| Virtue, This was his Way of inſinuating himſelf into a 


Tyranny, not doubting but the People might be eaſily 
brought to apoſtatize from God, if they could but firſt'be 


| prevailed upon to chooſe him for their Governour. And 


leſt the Dread of another Inundation ſhould deter them from 


it, he had an Expedient in his Head, he ſaid, that would 


ſecure them from any Damage of that Quality. His Proje& 


was the erecting of a Tower to ſuch a Height, that it mould 


be impoſſible for the Waters ever to reach the Top of it: 
Beſide the Revenge he meditated over and above, for the 


Loſs of thoſe that periſhed in the Flood. The Multitude 
were fo unanimouſly ſatisfied with this Huff of Nimrod, that 


they began to look upon it as a Matter of high Indignity to 


think of living in Subjection to God any longer. Upon this, 
they ſet themſelves DATE might and main, and all 
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Height of it was to be prodigious, but the infinite Number 
of Labourers advanced ir, even beyond Imagination. The 
Breadth and Thickneſs of it (being wonderfully firm and 
ſtrong) appeared fo vaſt at Hand, that it made the Height 
ſeem the leſs for it. The Materials were burat Brick, ce- 
mented in the Joints with a pitchy Matter to make it proof 
againſt the Waters, The Madneſs of theſe People was high- 
ly provoking, eſpecially conſidering the Warning they had 
in the Example of their Forefathers, who were all ſwallow'd 
up in an univerſal Flood for their Wickednefs. But God 
was graciouſly pleaſed however, not to proceed to the Ex- 
tremity of extinguiſhing Mankind once again, for their con- 
temptuous Tranſgreſſions, but choſe rather to puniſh them 
with ſuch a Confuſion of Tongues, that they ſhould not be 
able to underſtand one another. The Place where this Tower 
was erected, is at this Day call'd Babylon, from the Confu- 


ſion of Tongues, as aforeſaid ; Babel in Hebrew ſignifying 


as much as Confuſion. Now as to this Tower, and this Con- 
Fuſion, the Sibyl makes the following mention of it. (a) © Ar 
« a certain Time, (ſays ſhe) when the whole World ſpake 
© the ſame Language, the People of thoſe Days gathered 
© together, and dailed a mighty Tower, which they carried 
«© up to ſo extravagant a Height, that it looked as if they 
© had propoſed the Scaling of Heaven from the Top of it: 
© But the Gods let the Winds looſe upon it, which with a 
« violent Blaſt beat it down to the Ground: The Builders 
e being alſo judiciouſly ſtruck with an utter Forgetfulneſs of 
« their native Tongue, and a new unknown Language ſub- 
46 ſtitated inſtead of it, wherein not one Man of them un- 
&« derſtood his Fellow.” As to Sennaar itſelf, He/tieus gives 
this Hint; The Prie/ts that ſurvived the general Deſolation, 
preſerved the holy Things and Ornaments that were dedicated 
to the Worſhip and Service of () Jupiter the Cangqueror, and 
carried them off to Shinar of Babylon. 

| f CHAT 


(0) This we have in the Sibylline Gracles now extant. See Dr. 
Beverege's Codex Can. Vindic. c. 14. 
(5) Gr. Enualiu Dies. 


Jewisn ANTIQULTIES 109 


Hands at Work, to the carrying on of the Deſign. The 
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CHAP. VI. 
The Sons of Noah diſperſe themſelves all over the Face 
of the Earth, | 


(a) | | Pon this Diverſity of Tongues, the People were for- 


ced to diſperſe themſelves up and down into Colo- 
nies, and ſo to plant and inhabit, ſome upon the Sea-Coalts, 
others in the Mid-Land ; ſome in one Place, ſome in ano- 
ther, according to the Lot, that God in his Wiſdom and 


Providence had aſſigned them: But the whole World, in 


fine, was to be more or leſs Peopled. Men came by Degrees 
to the Uſe and Knowledge of Navigation, ſo far at leaſt as 
to make Boats, and tranſport themſelves into Iſlands, They 


gave Appellations to the Places where they liv'd, many of 


them retaining to this very Day the Names of their fir /? 
Planters. Some *tis true are altered, others only diſguiſed 


under Greek Derivations, to make them more familiar and 
 Intelligible to the People thereabouts. For the (6) Greeks | 
being poſſeſt of thoſe Countries, drew ta themſelves in ſuc- 


ceeding Ages, as the firſt Founders and Proprietors, the Ho- 
nour of that Primitive Greatneſs, impoſing upon them as 
they thought fit, not only Names but Laws alſo, Cuſtoms, 


and Manners to their own liking. 


— 


—_ 


CHAP. VII. 


Several NV ations took their Names from their ſeveral 
Founders. The Race of Noah down to Jacob: And 


the Places they inhabited. 


/ | | 

( MO the Sons of Maß had Children, who, for the Ho- 
MA nour of their Memory, call'd the People wherever 
they got Poſſeſſion by their own Names: As Japheth the Son 


of Noah, had ſeven Sons, which planted themſelves in Aſia, 


from the Mountains of Taurus and Amanus to the River Ta- 
nais, in Europe to Gades ; and the Places being not as yet Peo- 


pled, wherever they got Footing, as aforeſaid, they called the 


Countries after their own Names. (d) Gomer was the Founder 
of thoſe that were (e) Gomerites (by the Greeks at this Day 
. (a) Cala- 


r * 


| (a) Gen. 11. (5) See Petit's Diſſertation. de Amazonibus, c. 41. 
P. 336, 337. (c) Gen. 10. (4) Gr. Cemares. (e) Gr. Cenareis. 
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(a)Galatians, (or Gauls) (b)Magog was the Head of the (c) Ma- 
gogians (by the Greeks Scythiens) (d) Zavan and (e) Madeus 
were two other Sons of Zaphet : From the latter came the Ma- 
dæans, or the Medes; from the other the Jonians, and the 
whole Race of Greeks. (J) Thobel was the Founder of the 
Thobelians, (at this Day the/berians or Spaniards) from (g) Meſ⸗ 
ches the Meſchinians, called afterwards Cappadocians, but not 
without ſome Footſteps yet of their Original in the Town of 
Mazaca, which comes near the ancient Name. () Thiras 
was the Head and Governour of the Thirzans, (which the 
Greeks changed afterwards for Thracians.) Theſe are the 
Nations that were firſt planted by the ſeven Sons of Japhet. 

Gomar again had three Sons: (i) Aſebanaxes, from whom 
eame the A4/cthanaxians. (The Greeks call them Xheginians.) 

(&) Rhiphates, the Head of the Rhiphatæœans, (now Paphlago- 
nians.) And (I) Thygrammes, from whom came the Thy- 
grammeans, (which the Greeks call Phrygians.) 

Javan alſo the Son of Faphet had three Sons: (n) Aliſas 
the firſt of the A4li/zans, (now call'd Rolians.) As from 
(n) Tharſus, the Tharſians, (afterwards called Cilicians,) as ap- 
pears by their Celebrating of the City Tarſus with a Mark of 
Preference above all others, only turning the firſt Letter Th 
into a T. The Iſland that we at this Day call Cyprus, was at 
firſt called Chethima from (o) Chethimos the firſt Poſſeſſor of it. 
From hence it is that not only all Iflands, but all Places bor- 
dering upon the Sea, are by the Hebrews called Chethim ; 
and there is a Town in the Iſle of Cyprus, which at this Day 
is called (ↄ) Citium by thoſe that for the Sound Sake will make 
Greek of every Thing; and it ſeems to have ſome Afﬀnity 
with Chethim. All theſe Nations had the Deſcendents of 74+ 
| phet for their Heads. But I have one Thing yet to ſay be- 
fore I go any further, which perhaps the Greeks take no no- 
tice of, That is to ſay, they have gotten a Way of changing 


Names to tickle the Ear, and carry the Word glibber off the 


Tongue; but for our People, they neither allow nor practice 
any ſuch Thing. The Greeks have turned Nee into (g) Nechos ; 


but 


— 


(a) See the Diatriba de Noæ in Italiam adventu, by Edm. Dickinſon. 
(60 Gr. Magooges. (c) Gr. Magoogas. (d) Or Janus Gr. lonuancs. 
(e) Gr. Mades. (F) Scr. Tubalcain. (g) Ser. Mefhech, in ſome Co- 
pies of Zoſephus Moſtoches. See Berkelius's Notes upon Steph. Byzant. 
p. 436. ) Scr. Tiras, Gr. Theiras & Theres. (i) Gr. Aſchanaxes 
& Aſchanaxos. Scr. Aſhkenaz. (k) Ser. Riphath. (I) Ser. Togarmab. , 
(n) Or Eliſas. In the Script. Eliſbah. (n) Scr. Tarſhiſh.. (o) Ser. 
Kittim. (þ) Epiphanius tells us that Cyprus, was called Citium. See 
Meurſius's Cyprus, I. 3. c. 10. (4) Or Moros. 


but'we keep ſteady to the ſame Form and Syllables, with. 


NTIQUITLES. 


out ſo much as varying the very Termination. 
The Sons of Ham ſettled themſelves in Syria, and ſo to the 


Foot of the Mountains of Amanus and Libanus ; itretching 


the Terms of their Juriſdiction as far as the Sea-Coaſt, and 
calling all Places under their Dominions by what Names they 
plcaſed ; but a great many of them are to us utterly loſt and 


forgotten ; - and others ſo corrupted and transformed, that 
they are no longer to be known. Only the Æthiopians have 
ſtood the Streſs of Time and Accidents, without any Alte- 


ration. (a) Chas, one of the Sons of Ham was their Foun- 
der and Governour, and they bear the Name of Chuſians to 
this Inſtant ; not only among themſelves, but all ia over. 


The (b) Meſrœans alſo yet keep their old Name; for Ægypt 


quite through the Country, is called (c) Meſrim ill, and the 
AMgyptians, Meſraans. (d) Phutes govern'd in Lybia, and 
gave the whole Nation the Name of Phutians. And we read 
in divers Greek Hiſtorians of a River in Mauritania of this 
Name, and of a Country bordering upon it which is called 
Phute ; but the Name has been ſince changed upon the Ac- 
count of Libys, one of the Sons of (e) Mefraim. How it 
came to be called Africa we ſhall ſhew hereafter. Chanaan 
the fourth Son of Ham gave his Name to the Country of 
the Chanaanitiſh, (which is ſince called Zudza.) 

They had all Children, but Chus the eldeſt Son of Ham had 
fix Sons: ( Sabas the Head of the Sabææans. (g) Evilas of 
the Evilzans (now called Getulians.) (h) Sabathes, of the Sa- 
bathenians, (with the Greeks Aſtabarians.) (i) Sabactas, of the 
Sabactenians. () Ramus was Prince of the Ramæans, and had 
two Song (I) Fudadas and (m) Sabas. The former gave the 
Name and Original to the Judadœans in the Weſtern Part of 
Z#iqhiopia, the other tranſmitted his Name to the Sabæœans. 
As for (2) Nimrod the ſixth Son of Chus he ſtayed behind with 


the Babylonians; ſeized the Government by Force, and moſt 


tyrannically oppreſſed the People, as is already ſet forth. 
Meſraim was the Father of eight Sons, who made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole Tract of Land betwixt Gaza and 
AÆgypt. Philiſtim was one of the Eight, and left his Name 
to his Country, that Part of it at leaſt which the Creeks call 
Paleſtine. (o) Labim erected a N and gave it the Name of 
| Libya : 
(a) Ghujos & Chus. ( Or War "TG Or Meltre, or Mere. 
See Vorſtius's Miſcell. Academ. C. X. (d) Scr. Phut. (e) Or Miſraim, 
or Meſtraim. (f) Scr. Seba. (g) Scr. Havilah. (Y) Scr. Sebtah. 
) Scr. Sabtecha. (t) Scr. Raamah, Gr. Ragmos, (H Scr. Dedan. 
(m) Scr. Sheba. (n) Gr. N —_— or Nebrodes. 9 Scr. Lehgbim. 
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Libya : But for the other fix, that is to ſay, Ludim, (a) Fua- 
mim, (b) Nedem, (c) Phethrofim, (d) Cheſlem, (e) Che ptho- 
rim; we know little more of them then their Names: Their 
Cities and Plantations having been d fſtroyed in the #Zthin- 
pick War, of which in its proper Place. | 

Chanann was the Father of eleven Sous. Sidon built a City 
in Phenicia, which the Greeks call Sidon. Amath was the 
Founder of 4{mathe, a Place yet in Being, and by the [nha- 
bitants called -mathine. Though the Aacedonuans have 
changed it for Epiphania, from one of their-Kings. / 4- 
radeus took Poſſeſſion of the Iſland Aradus. Arcus had 
the Town of Arce upon Mount Libanus. As for the other 
Seven, (g) Eueus, Chetwus, Febujtens, ¶Eudœmus, ] Sintus, 
Samaræus and Gergeſitus, we have nothing more of them 
in.the holy Scriptures than their Names; the Hebrews have 
ing razed all their Cities for the Reaſons following. 

(h) So ſoon as the Earth began to come a little to itſelf 
again after the Flood, Neah fell to his Work of Cultivating 
the Ground, Planting of Vines, Gathering and Preſſing his 
Grapes in their due Seaſon: And fo brought Wine into Uſe 


again. But one Day, after an Oblation to God of the firſt Fruits 


of his Vineyard, he drank fo liberally of the Liquor, that he 
laid himſelf down quite ſenſeleſs, and fell faſt aſleep, with 
his Nakednelſs in a moſt beaſtly Manner uncovered. His 
youngelt Son ſeeing his Father thus ſhamefully expoſed, call'd 
his Brothers in Derifion to make Sport with the Spectacle: 
But they, out of a pious Reverence to a Parent, caſt a Co- 
vering over him. Nah came quickly to be ſenſible of what 
had paſs'd, and bleſſed his other Children for the good Office 
they had done him; but with a bitter Imprecatiomupon the 
Poſterity of Han; and this Malediction was followed upon 
them with a Divine Vengeance, but of this hereafter; only 
obſerving, that Ham in his own Perſon ſeaped the Curſe, 
out of Ncah's Tenderneſs to the Nearneſs of his Blood. 

Shem, another of the three Sons of Maß, had ive Sons, and 
the whole Tratt of Aſia was theirs, from Euphrates to the In- 
ian Sea. From (i) Elam came the (hk) Elamites, and from them 
the Perſians. (I) Aur was the Founder of Nineve, and thence 
came the 4//yrians; a rich and powerful People. From A. 
Plauad, came the Arphaxadæœans, or our Chaldeans. From 

| Arant © 


* as. 


(a) Scr. Auamim. (5) Or Nethem, or Nepthem. Scr. N:phtuhin, 
(c) Ser. Pathruſim. (d) Or Cheſhim, Ser. Caſlubim. (e) Or Cheptham. Scr. 
Caphliorim. (F) Or Arudanns. (g) See Cen. 10. v. 15 16. 17.18. (% Cen. . 
(i) Or Elumos, () Or Elumaisi. (1) Gr. Auras & Auras. Scr. A bur. 
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Aram came the Arameans (The Greeks call them Syrians.) 
And from Lud came the Luddians, or our Lydians. 
Aram had four Sons: (a) Uz was the Founder of Trachoni- 
tes, and Damaſcus, which lies betwixt Palz/7ine and Cœle- 
Syria. (b) Hull had Armenia. (c) Gether was Prince of the 
Battrians ; and (d) Meſas of the Meſanwans, whoſe whole 
Country at preſent bears the Name of the Camp of Spaſinus. 
(e) Salas the Son of Arphaxad was the Father of Heber, 
according to whoſe Name the Jews were called Hebrews. 
Heber begot (f) Fudta and (g) Phalec : The latter was born 
at the Time of dividing the Land, (Phalec in Hebrew ſigni- 
fying Partition.) Jucta the Son of Heber had Children; 
(hb) Elmodad, (i) Saleph, () Azermoth, (I) Eiracs, (mn) Eds- 
ram, (u) Uzal, (o) Declas, ) Ebal, Abiamel, (9) Sabeus, O- 
phir. (r) Euilath, Fobab, Theſe have their Habitation from 
# the RiverCophenc in India, to the neighbouring Part of (s)Syria, 
| it Having ſpoken already of the Sons of Shem, I ſhall carry 
= my Diſcourſe forward to treat of the Hebrews. Phalec was 
! the Son of Heber, and (t) Ragaus the Son of Phalec. Ragaus 
begat Serug, Serug begat (u) Nachor, and Nachor begat 
(x) Thares the Father of Abraham, the Tenth Generation 
from Noah, He was born about two Hundred ninety two 
Years after the Flood. Thares was Seventy Years of Age 
when he had Abraham, Nachor a Hundred and twenty when 
he had Thares, Serug about a Hundred thirty two when he 
had Nacher, Ragaus a Hundred and thirty when he had Se- 
rug, and Phalec about the ſame Age when he had Ragaus, 
4 Heber a Hundred thirty four when he had Phalec, Salas a 
=_ Hundred and thirty when he had Heber, Arphaxad a Hun- 
died thirty five when he had Salas. And this Arphaxad the 
Son of Shem, and the Grandſon of Noah, was born (y) two 
Years ier the' Flood.” , - -.. | 
Abraham had two Brothers, Nachor and (z) Haran, the lat- 
ter died at * Ur in Chaldea, where there is to be ſeen at this 
| Day a ſepulchral Monument erected in Honour of his Me- 
nn mory. He left behind him his Son Lot, and two Daughters, 
1" Sarah and + Melcha : Nachor took the latter to Wife, and 
| Abraham took Sarah. | p Thares 
| (a) Gr. Oujvs. (b) Gr. Ouics. (c Gr. Gatheros & Getheres. (d) Scr. 
Maſh. (e Scr. Salah. Gr. Salas, Sales. (J) Scr. Joctan. (g) Ser. Pe- 
leg. Gr. Phalegos, Phalekos, () Scr. Almodad. (i) Scr. Sheleph. (C) Scr. 
Hazermaveth. (J) Scr. Jerah. (n) Scr. Aderam. (n) Gr. Aizelos, Ou- 
zalis (o) Scr. Diklah. (p) Scr. Ob. (4) Scr. Sheba. (r) Scr. Ha- 
vilab. (s) Al. Aria. (t) Scr. Reu. (u) Scr. Nahor. (x) Gr. Tharros, 
Scr. Terah. (5) In the Original 'tis twelve Years by a Miſtake. (z) Or 
Aran. * Gr. En polei Oure toon Chaldaioen, Oncel. Ura. Euſeb. polis 
Juris. See Druſius in Difficil, Loc. Geneſ. c. 35. Þ Set. Milcha. 


4 


AY STI —= _— 
K = . n - 


Book I. Jewisn ANTIQUITIES, = 115 


Thares the Father of Abraham had contracted ſuch an A- 
verſion to Chaldea, for the Loſs of his Son Haran, that he 
went away and all his Family with him to Charran in Me- 
ſopotamia, where Thares died and was buried in his Hun- 


; dred and fifth Year. The Life of Man was now ſhorten'd, 
and God ſoon after reduced it to the ſcantling of a Hundred 
and twenty Years, which was the preciſe Age of Moſes himſelf. 


Nachor had by his Wife Melcha eight Sons, (a) Ua, 


Þ (%) Baux, (c) Camuel, (d) Chazad, (e) Azaus, Pheldas, M Ja- 


delphas, and Bathuel, Theſe were all the legitimate Sons 
of Nachor ; but Tabœus and Gaham, (g) Tavaus and Machas, 
he had by Numa his Concubine. Bathuel had a Daughter 
and a Son, Rebecca and Laban. 


E HA . 


Abraham having no Children of his own, adopts his Ne- 
 pbew Lot; quits Chaldza ; and takes up his Abode 
in Chanaan. 


(h) A Praham, having no legitimate Iſſue of his own, adopt» 
ed Lot, the Son of his Brother Aram, and the Brother 
of his Wife Sarah. In the ſeventy fifth Year of his Age he 


left Ghaldea, and went away with his Family and all that 
| belonged unto him into the Land of Chanaan, as God had 


commanded him, where he took up his Habitation, and in 


. God's good Time left it to his Poſterity. He was a Man e- 


qually wiſe and eloquent, of a piercing Judgment, and an 
univerſal Knowledge. He had the Reputation of an Under- 
ſtanding beyond other Men; and as he wanted no Skill, fo 
he had the Courage alſo to attack the moſt daring Iniquities 
of the Times, and by Dint of Authority as well as of Rea- 
ſon, to tear up falſe Opinions in Religion by the Roots, and 
to terrify wicked Men into the Love and Fear of that God 
they had deſpiſed. Abraham was the firſt that adventur'd 
to preach up the Doctrine of Gne God, the Almighty Maker, 
and Creator of ail Things in Heaven and Earth : And that for 
all the Comforts we enjoy in this World, it is to his infinite 
Goodneſs, not to any Power in ourſelves, that we ſtand- in- 
debted for them. This he argued from the orderly Courſe of 
2 N Things 

(a) Gr. Oux9s. (6) Gr. Boouxos. (c) Or Mauelos, (d) Lat. Zacham. 
(e) Gr. Azauos, J) Gr. Jadelplhas. Lat. Jedlaph. (g) Lat, Thasss 
0) Gen. 12. = 1 5 ; en ne] 
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Things both at Sea and Land in their Times and Seaſons, 


and from his Obſervation upon the Motions and Influences 


of the Sun, Moon, and Stars; inſomuch that without an 
Over-ruling and an Adminiſtring Providence to ksep the 
Wheel agoing, the whole Frame of the Univerſe mult drop 
into Confuſion, and conſcquently that all we have to truſt 
to, for Matters either of Pleaſure, Profit, or Neceſſity, de- 
pends ſingly upon the good Will and Bounty of the firſt 
Mover: So that it is to him alone that we are to render all 
Honour and Thankſgiving, without aſſuming any Thing to 
ourſelves. | | | 

The People of Chald&a and Meæſopotamia were ready to fly 
in the Face of him for this Doctrine: So that by God's Or- 
der and Aſſiſtance, he conveyed himſelf out of Chaldza into 
the Land of Chanaan, where he eſtabliſhed his Abode, erect- 
ed an Altar to God, worſhipped and offer'd Sacrifice. Bero- 
fas hath a Paſſage concerning our Father Abrabam, though 
without naming him. © In the tenth Generation (/ays he) 
after the Flood, there was among the Chal/deans a certain 
© great and juſt Man, and one that was famous for his Cel-- 
&« /tial Obſervations.” Hecateus hath gone further yet, in an 
| hiſtorical Diſcourſe expreſly upon his Affairs. Nicolaus of 
Damaſcus in the fourth Book of his Hiſtory does alſo make 
mention of him. © Abraham (ſays he) though a Stranges 
% commanded in Damaſcus, to which Place he came with a 
“ great Train from a Country beyond Babylon called Chal- 
& dera; the People after a ſhort Time riſing againſt him: 
“ Whercupon he and his Family went to Chananea (now 
* called Fudæa) where he planted himſelf, and had a very 
“numerous Off- ſpring, of whom I ſhall ſpeak. further in 
another Book. But at Damaſcus, the very Name of Abra- 
ham is to this Day had in great Veneration ; and there is a 
Village too that yet bears the Name of 4raham's Habitation. 
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pon a Fumine in Chanaan, Abraham removes into 
gypt; and takes Sarah along with bun, where be 
ſtays a while, and then returns, 


(a) P Here happen'd in thoſe Days a miſerable Famine in 
| Chanaan : And Abraham underſtanding that at the 
ſame Time there was great Plenty in Ægypt, reſolved upon 
a Journey thither, partly to get a ſhare in their Abundance, 
and partly to conſult their Prieſts in their Profeflion about 
Divine Matters; with an impartial Deſire and Diſpoſition 
to find out the Truth, and either to give or receive Satis- 
faction, according to the Kight and Reaſon of the Subject 
in Queſtion. Abraham taking Sarah along with him, who 
was awery beautiful Woman, and being informed of the 
unbridled Luſts of the Egyptians, fell into an Apprehenſion 
of what Extremities the King perhaps might put him to up- 


on the Account of his Wife : Wherefore he bethought him- 


ſelf of an Evaſion in caſe of any Difficulty, and to fay ſhe 
was his Siſter, Upon concerting the Point betwixt them- 
ſelves, and the preſent Neceſſity conſider'd, they concluded 
to agree in the ſame Tale. At his coming into Apypt, it fell 
out as he foreboded : For the Fame of his handſome Wife 
was preſent : ſpread about, till it came to the Ear of Pharaoh 
the King of Zgypt; who was immediately enflamec with an 
Impatience to ſee and to enjoy this Miracle of a Woman that 
he had heard fuch Wonders of, making no doubt of com- 
paſſing his ſordid End upon her. But in the mean while 
God put a Check to the Progreſs of his lewd Appetite, by 
viſiting this laſcivious Prince with a Plague and a Sedition 
both at once. In this Diſtreſs Pharaoh had Recourſe to his 
Pricits for Counſel and Dircftion ; and to know what might 
be the Sin that brought this Judgment upon him, and what 


the Remedy, The Prieſts upon Sacrificing returned him An-“ 
ſwer, that this Calamity was befallen him for the Violence 


and Abuſe he deſigned upon the Wife of a Stranger. This 
Sentence and Reſolution put the King in ſuch a Fright, that 
he forthwith diſcourſs'd Sarah upon it with all Frankneſs ang” 
Reſpe&, what ſhe herſelf was, and what was the Man that 
bro her thither. She fold him in ſhort the whole and the 

: 1 3 Plain 
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(a) Gen. 12. and 13. * 
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plain Truth of the Story: Whereupon Pharaoh excuſed 
himſelf to Abraham, that he took her tor his Siſter, not for 
his Wife, and only deſired a fair Alliance without the leaſt 
Thought of any ſcandalous Indignity to her Perſon. He 
made Abraham a Preſent after this of a conſiderable Sum of 
Money, and gave him a Liberty of Aſſociating with the moſt 
learned and excellent Men in his Dominions, by which 
means he became better known, and conſequently more e- 
ſeemed for his excellent Qualities and Virtuc. By the Al- 
Jowance of this Freedom of Conference and Communication, 
Abraham had the Means of obſerving all their Diviſions a- 
bout Rites, Ceremonies, and Opinions; their Factions and A- 
nimoſities; and their reciprocal Contempt and Hatred one 
of another; and their Diſagreement about Religion : So that 
upon the whole Matter, he made no Difficulty of Pronoun- 
cing upon them, as Men that acted in Contradiction to them- 
ſelves, as well as to one another, and without any Founda- 
tion of Truth to bottom upon. By theſe Diſcourſes he gain- 
ed himſelf infinite Credit, not only for the Solidity of his 
Judgment, and an admirable Felicity of Elocution ; but for 
his inſtructive Talent alſo of informing and convincing his 
Auditory both at once. He likewiſe read them Lectures of 
Aſtronomy and Arithmetick, which Sciences the Agyptians 
underſtood nothing of till Abraham brought them from 
Chaldæa into Ægypt, and from thence they paſſed to the 
Greeks. e 5 | „ 
Abraham at his Return to Chanaan, came to a Diviſion of 
Lands with Lot, the Shepherds having had fome Wrangle 
about the Bunds of their Paſture. Abraham gave Let the 
Choice, contenting himſelf with what the other left, and 
took up his Habitation in the City of (a) Hebron, which was 
ſeven Years older than Tanis in Xgypi. Lot planted him- 
ſelf in the Fields and Plains that border upon the River Fer- 
dan, not far from Sedem Which Sodom was at that Time 
a glorious City, but ſince laid in Aſhes by Divine Vengeance, 
and fo totally extinguiſhed, that the very Memory of it is 
deſtroyed from off the Earth. But of this we ſhall give the 
Reaſons in their proper Place. 


6 


© © (8) Gr. Chabro. See Berkelins's Notes upon Steph, za . 
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The Sodomites defeated by the Aſſyrians, and Lot 
= taken Priſoner. 


= Wie the Empire of Aſia was in the Hands of the 4/- 
Sp rians, and Sodom in a Condition, ſo rich and 
populous, that five Kings (i. e. (6) Ballas, Barſas, Senabar, 
Symobar, and the King of the Ballineans) had the Admini— 
ſtration of the Government, and every King abſolute in his 
own Territory: In thoſe Days the 4/Jprians took the Field 
with a mighty Army, and marched againſt Sodom in four 
ſtrong Bodies, well officer'd and appointed, gave them Bat- 
tle, and after a bloody Fight utterly defeated them, here- 
upon the Kings of Sodom became their Tributaries, and for 
twelve Years paid their Acknowledgments ; but the Year 
following they fail'd, and forfeited. The Mrians upon 
this advanced againſt them a ſecond Time with another Ar- 
my as before, under the Command of Amraphbel, Arioch 
(c) Chodollomer, and (d) Thadal; ravaged all Syria, ſubdu'd 
the Race of the Giants, and ſo enter'd the Land of Sodom ; 
encamping in the Valley among the Brim/tone-Pits, which 
in thoſe Days were frequent. thereabouts ; but ſince the Pe- 
ſtruction of Sodom, that V alley is turn'd into a Lake, called 
Aſphaltitis, of which hereafter, This Engagement betwixt 
the Afſprians and the Sodomitès was a terrible Encounter. 
There fell of the Sodoinites great Numbers, beſide the Pri- 
ſoners taken, whereof Lot was one, who came to the Relief 


of the Place, p 


— 
— 


(a) Gen. 14. bs: 
(b) Scr. Bera, Birſha, Shinab, Shemcher, and the King of Bela. 


() Scr. Chedeplaomer. (%) Scr. Tidal. * 
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Abraham ronts and purſues the Aſſyrians, reſcues Lot 


aud the reſt of the Priſoners. Melchiſedech treats 
Abraham, and Abraham preſents Melchiſedech with 


a Tenth of the Spoil. = promiſes Abraham-a Son. 


Abraham Sacrifices. Sarah brings Hagar to Abra- 
ham's Bed, which creates an Envy. Hagar flies and 
is comforted by an Angel. Iſhmael born, Iſaac pro- 


miſed. The Inſtitution of Circumciſion, 


Braham had no ſooner the News of the Sodomites Defeat, 

ſo many of his Neighbours and Friends kill'd and taken, 

add his Nephew Lot made a Priſoner, but he poſted away 
immediately after the Afyrians, and the fifth Night after his 
ſetting out, ſurprized them in their Quarters near Dan, one 
of the Heads of the River Fordan, where he found them in 
all the Confuſion imaginable, ſome without their Arms, o- 
thers in Bed, without the leaſt Thought of an Enemy, ſome 
drunk, nde drowſie, and moſt of them in ſuch a Condition 
that they could neither fight nor fly. In this Diſorder, they 
put as many to the Sword as they could, and the next Dav 


purſued the reſt as far as Chola of Damaſcus. This may ſerve 
for an Inſtance, that it is not ſo much the Number as the 


Valour of the Combatants that gains the Victory; for bra 
ham had but barely three Hundred and eighteen of his own 
Demeſticks, and three Auxiliary Friends, when he route 
this numerous Army: And thoſe few of the Enemy that 
ſcap'd, were fain to hide their Heads with Shame and Con- 
fuſion. Thus (a) was Lot and the reſt of the Priſoners ſet 


at Liberty, while Abrabu was upon his Return to his Pco- 


ple again with Victory and Peace. 

AS Abraham was upon his Way home again, the King of 
Sadom met him at a Place call'd the Valley Royal to congra- 
tulate his Succeſs, and there he was received by PMelchi/odech 
the King of (V) Ss/yma, now call'd Ferufalem. Melchiſedech 
ls as much as to ſay a Righteous King, which certainly this 
Prince was, having been accounted worthy by common Con- 
ſent to ſerve at the Altar as a Prieſt of the moſt high God. 
This Melchi/edech treated Abraham's Followers and Soldicrs, 


ments; 


i 


. . end 55 (9) Scr. So em. 


With ret Ds OO a a and all Sorts of Refreſh- 
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ments; extolling Abraham himſelf at the Table up to the 
Skies for ſo noble an Atchievement, and glerifying God's 
holy Name for the Bleſſing of ſo ſignal a Victory, in a Way 
of Thankſgiving worthy of his ſacred Character. Abraham 
alſo on the other Hand Preſented Melchiſædech with the Tenth 
of the Spoils he had taken, which he accepted of. Abraham 
made an Offer of Part of the Booty to the King of Sodom al- 
ſo, whole Anſwer was, that he only deſired to have his own 
People again that had been taken Priſoners by the Mrians, 
and were now reſcu'd out of their Hands; and for. the reſt, 
Abraham might do in the Matter as he pleaſed. But Abra- 
ham excuſed P*bimſclf from dealing upon thoſe Conditions, 
declaring that he was abſolutely reſolved to make no Advan 
tage of the Booty to himſelf, more than to ſupply his Men 
with Proviſions, and to reward his three Friends, (a) E 
chal, Enner, and Mambres, who had ſtood the Shock of the 
Battle. 
God was ſo well pleaſed with the generous Sincerity of 
Abraham, that he aſſured him theſe good Needs of his ſhould 
never paſs unrewarded. (%) And what, good Lord, (ſays this 
holy Man then) ui all thy Bounttes and Reward ta come as» 
wail a Perſon that hath never'a Child to leave them to, or an 
Heir to jucceed him] ( Abraham being as yet Childlels.) 
Upon this, God not only promiſed him a Son, but the Bleſ- 
ling alſo of a Poſterity that ſhould be as the Stars of the 
Heaven for Number. Upon the hearing of theſe Words, A. 
braham offer'd up a Sacrifice according to the expreſs Com- 
mand and Direction of Alinighty God. He took a Heifer, 
a Goat, and a Ram, of three Years old each, a Turtle Dove, 
and a Pigeon : The Birds he kept whole, dividing the reſt 
into Halves according to his Order. While the Altar was 
making ready, and Birds of Prey hovering up and down o- 
ver the Place waiting for the Blood of the Carcaſes, a Voice 
was heard from Heaven, foretelling the Bondage that the 
Poſterity of Abraham ſhould ſuffer in Egypt from malicious 
Enemies for the Space of four hundred Years, at the End of 
which Term they ſhould over-run the whole Territory of 
the Chanaanites from Xo ypt as far as Sidon, and make themes 
{clves Maſters of all their Cities and Dominions. | 
(ce) Abrahamat this Time dwelt near the Oak of Ogyge, as 
they called it, a Place hot far from Hebron, where he paſſed 
his Days very uncomfortably in the Thought of his Wives 
Barrenneſs, and the . of Iflue ; But {till continuing to ply 
Almighty 
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Almighty God with daily Prayers and Sup >|. - OT Aa 
Male-Child : Upon theſe Importunities, God nu. con- 


tinued his former Promiſe to him of a Child, but r« pe...ed an 
Aſſurance to him of all the other good Things au that he 
promiſed him upon his quitting Meſopotamia, ſo that he had 
very conſiderable Reaſons for what he did. 

While Things were at this Paſs, Sarah by a particular Di- 


rection from Heaven brought Hagar (an #gyptian Servant 


in the Family) to Bed to her Huſband, in Hopes he might 
have Children by her. This Maid proving with Child, be- 
haved herſelf inſolently to her Miſtreſs; upon a vain Pre- 
ſumption, that the Child ſhe had in her Belly would in courſe 
be next Heir to the Government. Abraham was no ſooner 
aware of this Ingratitude, but he immediately put her into 
Sarah's Hand to puniſh her as ſhe thought fit ; which to the 
Wench was ſo unſupportable a Mortification, that ſhe re- 
ſolved to be gone upon't, calling upon God (till to pity her 
in that miſerable Condition. As ſhe was upon the Way in 
her Flight, and paſſing through a Deſert, an Angel from 
Heaven met her, and order'd her back again to the Place 
whence ſhe came: Adding, that this Affliction had befallen 
her, only as a Puniſhment for her Arrogance and Unthank- 
fulneſs ; and that upon her better Behaviour for the future 
ſhe might find better Uſage, charging her at the ſame Time 
to obey the Admonition, and to return as ſhe loved her Life, 
without moving one Step further: And in caſe of her going 
back again, ſhe ſhould live to be the Mother of a Child that 
in Time ſhould come to have the Dominion of that Country. 


She obey'd the Voice of the Angel, went back to her Mi- 


ſtreſs, begged her Pardon, and obtained it: And ſome while 


after this, ſhe was delivered of Iſhmael, (which ſignifies pre- 


vail'd upon) God having heard and granted the Prayers of 
the Mother. | . | | 
(a) Abraham was Eighty ſix when he had Iſhmael, and at 


the Age of Ninety nine, God appeared to him, and told him 


that his Wife Sarah ſhould bring him a Son, with a Com- 
mand to call him aac, foretelling alſo that mighty Kings 
and Nations ſhould come out of him, and make themſclves 
Maſters by Force of Arms of the whole Land of Chanaan, 
from Sidon to Ægypt. And God commanded further for 
Diſtinction Sake, betwixt the Race of Abraham and other 


Nations, (with whom there was to be no Intermixture) that 


all his Poſterity ſnould be circumciſed on their Privities at 


4 AER ——— 
— — 
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(o) Gen. 17. 


9 Þ 535 yo 
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eight Days old, not only for the Diſtinction aforeſaid, but 
for ſome other Reaſons alſo hereafter to be declared. Abel 
ham then conſulted God about the Life of /hmacl, and re- 
ceived Anſwer that he ſhould live long, and be the Father 
of many famous Nations ; whereupon Abraham gave God 
Thanks, and was immcdiafely Circumciſed with his whole 
Family, and likewiſe /hmac! who was now Thirteen Years 
of Age, and Abraham about Ninety nine, 


— 
_ 
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The Deſtruction of Sodom by the juſt Judgment of God, 
Jer the execrable HY ickedneſs of the People. 


(a) > H E People of Sodom were by this Time ſo puffed 

p In the Contemplation of their prodigious Wealth 
and No. 4 that they had no longer any Reſpect or Reve- 
rence either for God or Man. They were ungrateful for Be- 
nefits received to the higheſt Degree, inhoſpitable to Stran- 
gers, and burning in unnatural Luſts one toward another. 
By theſe provoking and abominable Sins, the Wrath of God 
was ſo highly incenſed againſt them, that he took up a De- 
termination to avenge himſelf upon them for their Arro- 
gance and Pride, and to deſtroy their Cities, and lay their 
whole Country waſte, that for the Time to come there ſhould 
be no more Graſs upon the Ground there, nor any Plant or 
Fruit for the Uſe of Man. 

This Reſolution being taken, and the Sentence paſſed up- 
on the Sodomrtes, as Joraham was ſitting one Day at his Tent- 
Door, under the Oak of Manibres, he ſaw three Angels, which 
to him ſeem'd Travellers or Strangers, coming towards him. 
He roſe up to meet them, and ſo after the firſt Salute and 
Embrace, he gave them a fair Invitation to the beſt Enter- 
tainment his Roof could afford. They accepted of his Civi- 
lity, and ſo his People were preſently appointed to bake him, 
a Cake, and a Calf was alio killed and dreſſed : Which be- 
ing made ready, the Treat was ſet before the Angels under 
the Oak where they lay. They gave him Thanks, and in 
Appearance fed upon it. But while the Meat was yet before 
them, they enquired of 4braham where his Wife Sarah was, 
who made Anſwer that ſhe was within there in the Tent. 

: -Upop 


(a) Gen. 18. and 1 9. 
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Upon this they ſtood up as to go their Way, telling Abraham 
that it would not be long before they ſhould come that Way 
again, and that by that Time they ſhould find Sarah a Mo— 
ther. Upon theſe Words Sarah was call'd in, aud could not 
forbear Smiling to hear them ſpeak of her having a Child at 
that Time of the Day, for ſhe herſelf was Ninety Years of 
Age, and her Huſband a Hundred. When they had pro- 
ceeded thus far the Angels caſt off their Diſguiſe, own'd what 


they were, and gave an Account of their Commiſſion. One 


of them they ſaid was ſent to bring Abraham the Tidings of 
a Son that was to be born, and the other two were employed 
for the Deſtruction of Sodom. The latter ſtruck Abraham for 
the Sake of the Sodomites: Inſomuch that he got up and beg- 
ged of God that he would be pleaſed not to take away the 
Innocent together with the Guilty. God gave him for An- 
ſwer, that they were all alike, and that if there were but Ten 
Righteous Men in the whole City, he would ſpare all the reſt 


| for that 7ex's Sake. After this Declaration, Abraham had 

not one Word more to ſay on their Behalf. 
The two Angels departed, and went into Sodom, and Lot 

oblerving them, invited them to a Lodging in his Houle. 


Now Lot was naturally human, and courteous to Strangers, 
and the very Counterpart of Abraham for Piety and good Na- 


ture. But ſo it fell out, that ſome certain Ruſſians of the 


Town, taking notice of two beautiful, graceful Perſons that 
entered into Lots Houſe, preſſed hard upon Lot to force their 
Way into his Lodgings, with a Deſign of attempting ſome 
violent Act of Brutality upon their Perſons: Lot ſaid all that 
was poſſible upon the Sübject of Continence and Hoſpitality 
to divert them, nay and rather than fail offer*d them his two 

Daughters in exchange for the two Strangers, but this would 
not do neither. Upon this diabolical Outrage, God ſtruck 
them upon the very Place with ſo judicial a Blindneſs, that 
they could not find the Way into the Houle, the whole Peo- 
ple of Sodom being at the ſame Time doomed to an exain- 


plary Perdition. 


Now Lot, that had been forewarned of this Calamity to 
come, withdrew out of the City with his Wife and two Mai- 


den, but contracted Daughters. Their Huſbands (7/c&7, that 


is) were earneſtly invited out along with them too, but they 


turned all into Ridicule, and ſtaying behind took their Part 
in the general Conflagration. Then it was that God dit- 


charged the fierce Arrows of his Wrath and Vengeance upon 
this impious Generation: Conſuming not only the City it- 


elt, and every Living Soul in it, but deſtroying alſo the 
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whole Country thereabous with an irreparable Deſolation ; 
as I have ſaid already in my Commentaries upon the Wars 
of the Jews. The Wife of Lot that went out with her Hus- 
band, whether out of Curioſity, or Tenderneſs, could not 
forbear looking behind her, though directly contrary to the 
Command of God, and was turned into a Pillar of Salt. 
(a) I have ſeen it myſelf, and it remains to this Day, 

Lot and his Daughters after this terrible Judgment, made 
a Shift to ſave themſelves in a little Corner of the Country 
call'd (b) Zoar ; (in Hebrew, Small) the only Place which 
this devouring Fire had ſpar'd. In this Retreat they led a 
ſolitary uneaſie Life for want both of Converſation and Pro- 
vifion. The Daughters looked upon themſelves in that So- 
litude, as in effect the only Survivors of Mankind, and there- 
fore ſo far conlulted common Convenience in this Extremi- 
ty, as to reckon any Thing warrantable that they found ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially where the Conſervation of the whole Race 
of Mankind was the Queſtion. On this Conſideration they 
contrived the putting of a Trick upon their Father, by ſteal- 
ing to Bed to him at a Time when he knew not what he did: 
Upon which Congreſs they both proved with Child. The 
Son of the Elder was calld Moab ; (in Hebrew, of my Fa- 
ther) that of the Younger was Ammon; (or of my Race.) 
The one was the Father of the Moabites, a mighty People 
yet in Being; the other of the Ammonites, and they both 
inhabit Cæle-Syria. Thus it was that Lot made his Eſcape 


from the Fire of Sodom. | 


c HAP 


Of Abimelech, and likewiſe of Iſhmael the Son of Abra- 
ham, and the Arabians his Poſterity. 


— — 


(c) As for Abraham, he withdrew himſelf to Gerar in Palæ- 
tine, and Sarah along with him, ſtill under Colour of 
his Siſter as before, for fear of 4oimelech the King of the Place. 
Now this Abimelech did afterward fall in Love with her, aud 
would have corrupted her, or attempted it at leaſt, if the 
Hand of God had not taken him off by a deſperate Fit of 
Sicknels in the Heat of his Appetite and Deſign. 80 ill he 
1 2 5 | x was 
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(a) See Colomeſius's Obſervat. Sacr. p. 111. C Huetius's Alnet. 


Queſt. I. 2. p. 193. (“*) Jol. Soorr. (e) Gen. 20. 
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. was, that the Phyſicians deſpaired of his Life; and while this 
Diſtemper was upon him, he had a Caution given him in a 
Dream not ta offer any Violence to Sarah, for ſhe was the 
Stranger's Mie, not his Siſter. Abimelech ſome ſhort Time af- 
ter, finding himſelf in a hopeful Way of Recovery called his 
Friends about him, and told them of his Paſſion, and of his 
Dream, and every Thing that had paſſed, with this Inference 
upon the whale, that his preſent Sickneſs was a Judgment 

upon him for an inordinate Love. Upon this, by the Ad- 
vice of the People about him, he ſent for Abraham, and gave 
him all Aſſurance that his Wives Honour was ſafe, for God 
had ſupported and protected her, and he did now reſtore her 
to him as unſpotted as he found her, appealing to God and 
her own Conſcience for the Truth of what he ſaid, and pro-, 
teſting that if he had but known her to have been his Wife, 
he would never have attempted her, deſiring him likewiſe 
to paſs it all over, and to remember him in his Prayers to 
Almighty God to forgive him. He told him further, that if 
he had a mind to ſtay, he ſhould be welcome, and abun- 
dantly provided for : Or if he had rather depart, he ſhould 

have Guides and Carriages to attend him, and all Manner 
of Conveniences along with him, which he might have any 

Occaſion for when he came into that Country. Abraham, in 
return to what Abimelech had ſaid, did in ſome Sort juſtifie 
the calling of Sarah his Siſter, being the Daughter of his Bro- 
ther, and ſo of the Kindred: Beſide that he thought to cover 
himſelf in his Travels under that Appearance. Neither could 
he charge himſelf, he ſaid, as the Cauſe of Abimelech's Sick-® 
neſs : But in Concluſion he wiſhed him well with all his 
Heart, and ſhould be glad to continue with him. Upon this 
Accommodation, the King very generouſiy gave Abraham a 
Fortion both of Lands and Money, contracted an Alliance 
with him upon Condition of a fair Correſpondence betwixt 

them, without Fraud or Guile, and the League was ſtruck, 

and Ratified at a certain Well call'd (a) Ber/abe, (or the Well 
of the Cath) which is the Name it beareth to this very Day. 

Some little Time after this, Sarah brought Abraham a 

Son (as God had foretold) and they named him Jſaac; (in 

Hebrew, Laughter) alluding to Sarah's Smiling at the Impro- 
bability of her having a Child at thoſe Years, as the Angel 

bad foretold : She herſelf being Ninety Years of Age, and 
her Huſband a Hundred when //aac was born. Upon the 
eighth Day he was Circamciſed, and the Fews nn”, the 
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ſame Time and Solemnity of Circumci//21 unto this Day. 
The Arabians indeed are not circumciſed till the Thirteenth 
Year, as Iſbmael was, the Son of Abraham by his Concubine, 
and the Perſon from whom they had their Original. But 
of him more particularly in what I am about to ſay. | 
* Sarah had at firſt as tender an Affection for 1hmae! the 
Son of her Servant Hagar as if he had been her own Fleth 


45 and Blood; beſides that he was alſo trained up and educa- 
= ted with infinite Caution and Reſpect, as the preſumptive 
# Heir of the Government: But when Jaac came to be born, 
p Sarah did not think it ſecure or reaſonable, to have the two 


Children brought up together, for mae! was ſo much the 
- Elder, that in caſe of 4braham's Death, he might find him- 


d ſelf under ſome Temptation perhaps to ſupplant the other: 
if © So that Sarah for fear of this, employed all the Power ſhe 
2 had with Abraham, to have both Mother and Child ſent 


away and diſpoſed of in ſome remote Country. Abraham 


i at the firſt Motion was utterly againſt it, as a barbarous 
; Cruelty to expoſe an innocent helpleſs Child, and a neceſſi - 
p tous Mother to the wide World at that inhuman Rate : But 
" || Avraham at length being over-ruled by God's Command, 


N hearkened to the Voice of his Wife, and delivered the Boy 
* (who was not yet big enough to ſhift for himſelf) into the 
Arms of his Mother, gave her a Proportion of Water, and 
Xt Bread for a Subſiſtence, and ſo turned them looſe to ſeek 
- their Fortunes. They had not travelled far before their 

—— failed them. The Water was all ſpent, the Child 
: ready to periſh for want of Drink, and the Woman in ſhart 
3 at her Wits end. In this Diſtreſs, ſhe laid the Boy down 
* at the Foot of a Fir-Tree, and went off herſelf to be out of 
- Diſtance of ſeeing ſo diſmal a Spectacle as that would have 
* | been of her poor Child in his laſt Agonies. While Hagar 
was in this, Anxiety and Deſpair, there came an Angel to 
2 her, which ſhew'd her a Fountain hard by, and bad her be 
ſure to look carefully to her Charge, for it was a Matter of. . 


ir great Momeat, and her own Happineſs depended in a high 
2 Meaſure upon the Safety of that Child. This Conſolation 
4 put the Woman ſomewhat in Heart again, ſo that ſhe went 
> | wandring on till, till by Providence ſhe fell into the Com- 
1 pany of Shepherds that contributed very much to, her Relief. 
f. + When {ſhmae! was grown up to Man's Eſtate, his Mos» 
N ther married him to an Ægyptian (being her own Country 
_— | £ | | Woman) 
— — 
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Woman) who brought him twelve Sons, (a) Nebaioth, Cedar, 
Abdeel, Mabſamas, Idumas, Maſinaus, Maſſaus, Chodad, The- 
man, Fetur, Naphaiſh, Cadmas ; who had in their Poſſeſhon 
all the Lands from Euphrates to the Red Sea, The Country 
js called Nabathwa : And theſe were they that gave both Re- 
putation and Names to the Nation and Tribes of the Aras» 
bians, by their own Valour and the Dignity of dbraham. 


— . 
— 


CHAT. XIV. 


God commands Abraham to Sacrifice his. beloved Son 
Iſaac. Iſaac's Faith and Obedience, and the Bleſſing 
that attended it. - | 


\ 


ISA was the only begotten Son of Abraham, the Child 
* and the Bleſſing of his Age, and infinitely dear to him out 


* 


ol both thoſe Reſpects. But in the mean Time, this tender 


Affection of the Parent's was both anſwered and juſtified by 
the early Piety, Virtue, and Reverence (toward God and 
Man) of a Child that deſerved it. When Abraham ſound 
himſelf ſecured in the Proſpect of ſo excellent a Succeſſor, he 
was no longer ſolicitoue f his own Life, or the Things of this 
World, but ſet up his whole Reſt upon the Hope of his next 
Heir, with a chearful Diſpoſition to reſign his Authority and 
Poſſeſſions to his beloved Son, and his very Being to God and 
his good Pleaſure. (5) But it pleaſed the Lord till after all 
this to put him to ſome further Trial of his Integrity, and 
ſo laying before him the great Things he had already done 
for him, the Victories, the Wealth, the Happineſs, and the 
Child that he had given him: He demanded, in fine, his 
dear and only Son adac for a Sacrifice, and to be offered up- 
on a Mountain of Moriah, upon an Altar there, as the ut- 


ttermoſt Teſt of his Faith and Obedience. Now Abraham, 
that lov'd and honour'd God without any Conditions or 


"Reſerve, made no Difficulty of reſolying without the leaſt 

Scruple to deliver up the Life of his Son to the Will of bis 
Maker, and the Author of Life itſelf: So that without one 
Word ſpeaking to his Wife or any of his People, either of 
the Command, or of his Purpoſe, leſt peradventure they 
might oppoſe him in it, he took his Son IJſaac with two of 
5 . „ A his 


0 em. 25. 13, 14. 15. Nebajoth, Kedar, Abdel, Mikfan, Miſbma, 
 Dumah, Maſſa, Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Maphifh, Kedemah. (5) Gen. 22. 
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his Servants, and an Aſs laden with Neceſſaries for the Sa- 
crifice, and with them ſet forward two Days Journey to- 


ward the Mountain. But on the third Day coming within 
Sight of it, he left his Servants below in the Field, and took 


Iſaac alone with him up the Mountain, (upon this Mountain 
David atterward erected a Temple.) aac was now twenty 
five Years of Age, and taking notice as he was preparing for 
the Altar, that all Things were ready for the Sacrifice, but 
no Sacrifice to be ſeen, he aſked his Father what Offering he 
intended, for he ſaw none. Abraham made Anſwer, that 
God would provide one, in whoſe Power it was to give to 
thoſe that want, and to take away from thoſe that have A- 
bundance, and all for the beſt to them that put their Truſt 


in God: Wherefore he might depend upon it, that God 


would find the Sacrifice, if he ſhould vouchſafe to accept*of 


an Oblation. | 


So ſoon as the Wood was laid, and every Thing ready. 
« My dear Son (/ays he) thou haſt been the Child of many 
« Prayers to ine, and ſince thy coming into the World I have 
* ſpared for nothing in thy Nurture and Education. There 
« is not any Happineſs I have more wiſhed for than to ſee 
« thee ſettled in a conſummated State of Age and Reaſon, 
« and whenever God ſhall take me to himſelf, to leave thee 
c jn Poſſeſſion of my Authority and Dominions ; but ſince 
cc jt hath been the Will of God, firſt to beſtow thee Upon 
© me, and now to call thee back again, My dear Son, acquit 
ce thyſelf generoyſly under ſo pious a Neceſſity. It is to 
“God that thou art dedicated and delivered up on this Oc- 
© caſion, and it is the ſame God that now requires thee of 
© me in Return for all the Bleſſings and Favours he hath 
& (hower'd down upon us both in War and Peace. It is but 


„ according to the Law of Nature, for all that are born, to 


« die; anda more glorious End thou canſt never have than 
i to fall by the Hand of thine own Father, a Sacrifice to the 
« God and Father of the Univerſe, who hath rather choſen 
© to receive thy Soul into a bleſſed Eternity upon the Wing 
© of Prayers and ardent Ejaculations, than ſuffer thee to be 
„taken away by Sickneſs, War, Paſſion, or any other of 
© the common Chances of Mankind. Conſider it well, and 
„thou wilt find, that in that heavenly Station to which 

* thou art now called, thou may'ſt make-thyſelf the true 

«© Support of thy aged Father, and that inſtead of my Son © 


Iſaac, I ſhall have God himſelf for my Guardian.” 


Jſaac attended to all that had been ſaid with a Conſtancy 
and Reſignation b ecoming the Son of ſo great a Father; de- 
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claring, that if he ſhould not frankly deliver up that Life to 
God and his Father, which they themſelves had given him, 

he had better never have been born : Nay, that it was at the 
Devotion even of his Father alone, if he ſhould require it. 
With theſe Words Jſaac advanced up to the Altar, and pre- 


ſented himſelf to the Slaughter: But upon the very Point of 


doing the Execution, God Almighty called aloud to 4bra- 
ham and prevented it. He bad him hold his Hand, and 
e ſpare his Son: for ys he) I did not require it of you out 


« of any Delight I take in human Blood, or that I would 


& make a Father the Aſſaſſin of that very Child which I my 
« ſelf had given him, but to ſee how far you would ſubmit 


© to your God, in a Self-denial to your Inclination and Na- 


te ture. But now ſince I find your Piety to be Proof againſt 
«© all Temptations, I do here confirm over again to you all 
& my former Promiſes. I do accept of your Sacrifice; and 
* for your Self and your Poſterity, my Providence ſhall ne- 
© ver forſake you. I will bleſs your Son aac with long 
“Life, and make his Off-ſpring illuſtrious by a numerous 
fSueceſſion of great and virtuous Men. His Poſtcrity ſtall 
ee give Laws to many Nations: They ſhall ſubdue the Land 
« of Chanaan by the Sword, and their Wealth and Renown 
& ſhall make them the Envy of the reſt of the World.” 
So ſoon as God had made an end of ſpeaking, there ap- 
peared molt unexpectedly a Ram for a Sacrifice. Upon this 
i the Father and the Son in a Tranſport of Joy ex- 
changed all Sorts of Endearments; bleſſing God for his gra- 
cious Promiſes and infinite Goodneſs, and thereupon Offer- 
ing up their Sacrifice, That Duty being over, they return- 
ed to Sarah, and lived happily after it; for God's Bleſſing 
went along with them in Whatever they did- A 
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C HAP. XV. 
| The Death of Sarah. 


k 


0 r was not long after this when Sarah dy'd, being-a 


Hundred twenty and ſeven Years of Age. She was 


buried in Hebron, and the Chanaanites would have given her 


the Solemnity of an Interment, but Abraham choſe rather to 
3 buy 


(o) Gen- 23. 
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buy a Burying-Place for himſelf and his Family, which he 
did of one Ephraim an Inhabitant of Hebron, at the Price of 
four Hundred Shekels, where the Monuments of himſelf and 
divers of his Poſterity are yet to be ſeen. 


CHAPF, Zh 


Of Abraham, and his Wiſe Chetura, and their Peſterity. 
Iſaac marries Rebecca. 


* A Fter the Death of Sarah, Abraham took to Wife Che- 

tura, by whom he had / Sons, Men of Induſtry 
and Wiſdom, their Names were (a) Zembran, J7azar, Ma- 
dan, Madian, Fozubac, and Suus. | 

Suus had two Sons, Sabathan and Dadan, who had Latu- 
im, Aſſur, and Luem. Madian had five Sons, (b) Epha, 
Opher, Enoch, Ebidas, and Eldas. 

Theſe People, upon Abraham's Advice, diſperſed them- 
ſelves into Colonies ; and took Poſſeſſion of the Country of 
the Troglodytes, and that Part of Arabia Felix which looks 
toward the Red Sea. There is a Report that this ſame Opher 
enter'd Lybia with a ſtrong Army, and over-ran the Country. 
His Succeſſors held it after him, and gave it the Name of 
Aphrica. Alexander Polyhiſtor ſpeaks much to this Purpoſe, 
when he fays that Cleodemus the Prophet (otherwiſe called 
Malehus) in a Hiſtory of the Zews, that he has written after 
the Manner of Moſes their Law-giver, makes mention of ſe- 
veral Children that Abraham had by Chetura, and three by 
Name; i. e. Apheran, Surim, and Zaphran. The Syrians 
taking their Names from Surim; and the City of Aphra and 
Aphrica theirs from Faphran or Apheran. Theſe are the 
People that are ſaid to have fought againſt Lybia and Ante 
us under the Command of Hercules. And the Story goes, 
that this Hercules married the Daughter of Aphra, and had 
by her Dedor the Father of Sophon, from whence the barba- 
rous Sophaces took their Name. 7 

4 K 2 Lac . 


——_— 8 * * 


— 
DCE 


* Gen. 23s © . Ls 

(a) Scr. Zimran, Fokſhan, Medan, Midian, Iſhbak & Shuah. And 
Fok/han begat Sheba and Dedan. And the Sons of Dedan were Aſbturim, 
and Letufhim, and Leummim. And the Sons of Midian; Epha, and E- 
pher, and Hanoch, and Abidah, and Eldagh : All theſe were the Children 
J... E—- | . -" 

(5) Gr. Ephas, Ophren, Anoochos, Ebidas, Eldas. 
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. ' Tac was at this Time about forty Years of Age, when his 
Father had ſome Theughts of Marrying him to Rebecca the 
Daughter of Bat hue l, who was the Son of his Brother Na- 
chor. The Reſolution being taken to attempt that Match, 

he ſends the molt try'd and truſty Servant he had on the 
Errand; but firſt gives him his Oath in Form, to be true to 
his Truſt, which was perform'd by putting his Hand under 
his Thigh, according to the Cuſtom of the Country. This 
being dene, he gives him his Commiſſion and Inſtruction, 
with full Power and Authority to treat and conclude z fur- 
niſhes him with choice and rich Preſents, and NeceFaries for 
his Journey, and fo ſets him forward. His Way lay through 


Meſopotamia, which, betwixt Dirt in the Winter, want of 


Water in the Summer, and the inevitable Danger -of Rob- 
bers, if People be not very wary, is a lewd and an incom- 
modious Paſſage for Travellers. But yet after all theſe Dif- 
ficulties, he came at laſt to Charran, where, upon entring 
The. Suburbs, he ſaw a great many Maiden Creatures trooping 
to the Wells for Water: Upon which Sight, he put up a 
mental Prayer to God Almighty, deſiring that if Heaven ap- 
proved of the. Match he came about, he might find Rebecca in 
that Company; and further, that he might know which was 


The, by her giving him Water upon his deſiring it, and the i 


reſt refuſing. This Thought ran in his Head till he came to 
the Well, where the Virgins being gotten together, he beg- 
ged of them one by one to beſtow rhe Charity of a Sup of 
Water upon him. One ſaid, ſhe had taken a great deal of 
Pains to get it, and could not part with it fo eaſily ; another, 
that the drew Water for herſelf, and not for other People; 
ſome had one Excuſe, ſome and6ther, but all upon the Ne- 

ative, till at laſt, one ſingle Virgiftook vp her Companions 
2 want of good Nature and Civility to a Stranger, and a{k- 
ed them whether they had been brought up among reaſona— 


ble Creatures or Brutes; that could deny a Stranger the com- 


mon Rights of Hoſpitality for ſo ſmall a Matter: Where- 
upon ſhe herſelf, with great Courteſie and Fairneſs, gave 
the Stranger to drink. This was as auſpicious an Entrance 
upon his Buſineſs as he could have wiſh'd : But yet for Sure- 


neſs Sake, after the Prologue of a decent Reſpect to the Per- 


-fon of the Virgin, and a Declaration how much he was be- 
holding to her for the Pains ſhe took to oblige a Stranger, 
he came by Degrees to the more neceſſary Point of enquiring 
into her Family and Extraction, bleſſing the happy Parents 
of ſo gracious a Daughter, with a thouſand Prayerg that they 
might live to beſtow her where ſhe ſhould \ enjoy all the Spin. 
Orts 
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forts of a married Eſtate in the Love of a kind virtuous Huſ- 
band, and in a numerous Stock of obedient Children. Ke— 
becca, without any Ceremony at all, ſpoke frankly to his 
Queſtion. © My Father's Name (/ays ſbe) was Bathuel; but 
« he dy'd a long Time fince, and left my Mother and my 
« ſelf, with the whole Family and Fortune, under the Care 
© of a Brother of mine yet living, whoſe Name is Laban, 
„and mine Rebecca.” The Man was overjoy'd at what he 
had heard and feen, being now fully aſſured that God would 
-proſper his Journey. Upon this, he took out a Chain, and 
lome other ornamental Curioſities, that Women of Rebecca's 
Age are commonly well enough pleaſed with, and made the 
Virgin a Preſent of them; both as an Inſtance of Eſteem for 
her ſingular Goodneſs, and as an Acknowledgment of the 
particular Obligation ſhe had laid upon him. He made it 
his Reaueſt then, that for that Night he might be permitted 
to lodge with the Family of her Relations ; for it grew late, 
and would be ill Travelling further; beſide that he had a 
Charge of rich Jewels with him, which he could not think 
any where ſafer than in the Hands of Perſons of ſo approv'd 


an Integrity: For he preſumed to make a Judgment of the 


Honour and Juſtice of the Mother and Son, by the Goodneſs 
that he had experimented in herſelf; adding further, that 


 h&© hoped there would be no Scruple made of Entertaining a 


Lodger, that would bear his own Charge, without any Ex- 
pence or Burden to the Family, The Maid reply'd, that he 


was much in the right to think well of the Humanity of her 


Relations; but ſhe delir'd him however to have a better 
Thought of their Generoſity; for it ſhould coſt him nothing: 
But ſhe would nevertheleſs, /he /ard, alk her Brother's Leave 
to introduce him. Wich was ſoon granted, and done ac- 
cordingly. He was no ſooner brought in, but Laban's Ser- 
vants were order'd to look to his Camels, and himſelf taken 


in to Supper with the Maſter of the Houſe. The Gueſt, 
when that was over, addreſſed himſelf to the Son and the 


Mother of the Family after this Manner.“ Tam come hither 
Hays he) from Avraham, the Son of Thares, and your Kinſ- 
© man; for Nachor (directing to the Woman) the Grandfather 
* of your Children was Abraham's Brother by the ſame Fa- 
* ther and Mother. This Abraham is my Maſter, and from 
«© him ] am come now, with a Commiſhon to propoſe a Mar- 
& riage betwixt this Virgin here, and his only Legitimate Son 


and Heir. He could have had his Choice of the moſt con- 
„ ſiderable Matches in his own Country, but out of a Pre- 
© ference to thoſe of his own Blood, he has rather made this 
; 1 « Election. 
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the Meaning of it. He received for Anſwer, that ſhe 
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Election. Pray do not oppoſe it, for God himſelf hath 
cc appeared in favour of it; and it was a ſtrange Direction 
ce from Heaven that brought me both to this Virgin, and to 
cc your Houſe ; over and above ſeveral propitious Circum- 
ce ſtances in my Journey. As I was coming into this Town, 
ce I ſaw a great many Maidens going to fetch Water, when 
ce J pray'd in my Heart that I might find this very Virgin 
& and Providence brought me to her: So that this Marriage 
&« js. as good as made in Heaven already, and wants only 
& your Authority to confirm it.“ This Propoſal was ſo ad- 
vantagious, and deſirable in itſelf, and ſo evidently agreea- 
ble to the Will of God, that Rebecca was deliver'd up to 


the Servant upon the Conditions of the Treaty, who carry'd 


her home with him to //aac, being now the Lord and Maſter 
of Abraham's Poſſeſſions; for the Children that Aörabam 
had by Chetura were gone to plant in other Provinces, 


Mm 
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CHAP, XVII. 
The Death of Abraham. 


* Arabam liv'd but a ſhort Time after the Marriage of 
| Iſaac : A Man famous for his Piety and Virtue, and 


beloved both of God and Man. His Age was 175 Years 


| when he dy'd. He was bury'd at Hebron, and laid by his 


Wife Sarah ; Jſaae and Iſhmael taking upon them the Care 
of his Burial. _ | | 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Tue Birth of Eſau and Jacob. Eſau's Wives. Iſaac 
ſends bim a Hunting; but being in Years, and Dim- 


hted, Jacob perſonates and ſupplants Eſau; and 
- © the Father bleſſes one for the other. 


0 ooN after the Deceaſe of Abraham, Iſaac's Wife was 
- 2 und to be with Child: And her Bigneſs ſo extraordinary, 


that zac in great Trouble beſought God to reveal unto him 
ſhould 
bring 
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bring forth Twins, and that (a) from thoſe two Twins, two \__ 


Nations ſhould deſcend of their own Names; and that in 
Time, the Younger ſhould be the greater of the Two. This 
fell out accordingly not long after; for Rebecca had Twins; 
the Elder of them all hairy from Head to Foot, and the other 
catching him by the Heel as he was coming into the World. 
The Elder was the Father's Darling, and his Name Eſau or 
Seir, (the Word in Hebrew ſignifies Hair) and the Younger 
whoſe Name was Jacob, the Mother's. 5 
(b) There happen'd in thoſe Days to be a terrible Famine 
in the Land of Chanaan, and at the ſame Time great Plenty 
of every Thing in Zgypt; whither {/aac would fain have 
gone ; but God diverted him, and ſo he went to Gerar. 
King Abimelech treated him there. at firſt with all Appearance 
of Reſpect imaginable, even upon the Score of that ancient 
League of Friendſhip and Alliance that had formerly paſſed 
betwixt himſelf and Abraham, But this was too hot to 
hold, in a Man that ſacrificed all other Conſiderations to his 


Envy. He found that [aac was more in God's Favour than 


himſelf, and fo turn'd him off. Jſaac perceived that this 


Change of Humour was only Ezvy at the Bottom, and ſo 


. withdrew to a Place called the Valley, not far from Gerar. 
And as he was there digging for Water, Abimelech's Shep- 


herds brake in violently upon him, and ſtopt his proceeding. 
He had no mind to contend : So that the Shepherds had 
the better of him. Upon this, he weat a little further, and 
digg'd once again, and was a ſecond Time interrupted by 
Abimelech's Shepherds as before: Whereupon he thought 
it good Diſcretion to give off there too, and wait the Pro- 
vidence of a more favourable Qecaſion. After this he 


TA on, 


made a third Attempt, and the King then gave him leave to 


dig, and he gave the Place the Name of (c) Roohboth, (as 
much as to ſay, Large or Spacious.) And for the other Pla- 


ces before- mentioned, the former he call'd (4) Zen (or Con- 


tention;) and the other (c) Sitenna, which ſignifies Eumitiy. 
 Jaac's Power, Intereſt and Reputation increaſing daily, 


Abimelech had an Eye upon him as a growing Adverſary ; 
for he was conſcious of his own Inſincerity, and not without 
ſome Apprehenſion that the Countenance he ſhew'd at firſt, 
compared with his unfriendly dealing afterward, might pro- 


voke him to a Revenge: Beſide that he would not willingly - 


have ſuch a Man his Enemy. Theſe Things premiſed, Abi. 
K:4 > "4 melech 
(9) Gen. 25. (6) Gen. 26. 7", 
(5) Scr. Na hodoth. £ (4) Scr. Ebel. (e) Scr. Sitngah. 
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melech went directly to 1/aac, with a Motion to make a new 
Friendſhip with him; taking one of his great Officers and 
Friends along for a Party to the Treaty. Jſaac was eaſily 
prevail'd upon to lay aſide all old Grudges, out of a Reve- 
rence to the Memory of the former Friendſhips and good Of- 
fices that had paſſed betwixt Abimelech and his Father; and 
ſo all Things were made up. 

(a) Eſau, the beloved Son of his Father IJſaac, at forty 
Years of Age marry'd two Wives, Adab the Daughter of 
Elon, and (5) Alibama the Daughter of (c) E/#b10n ; Perſons of 
great Blood and Fame among the Chanaanites. Now this 
he did upon his own Head and Fancy, without ever conſult- 
-ing his Father ; or if he had, he would hardly have given 
his Conſent ; having taken up a firm Reſolution, never to 
enter into any Sort of Alliance with that People. But how- 
ever, the Thing being done, could not be undone ; and 
Iſaac thought it his beſt Courſe rather to paſs it over in Si- 
lence, without Noiſe, than to put it to the Extremity of - 
making him turn his Women away. 

Jſaac was now grown old, and very dim-ſighted, if not 
'quite blind. In this Condition he call'd his Son E/au to him; 
and Prefacing what he had to ſay, with ſomewhat of Re- a 
flection upon his Age and Infirmity, he fell to bemoaning * 
himſelf, that he was not able to lerve God now as he had 
.done formerly ; and after this, he order'd his Son Z/az to go 

- out a Hunting, and get him ſome good Thing for his Supper, 
faying that he would afterwards give him his Prayers and 
his Bleſſing,” and beſeech God to be his Comforter and Pro- 
tector to his Lives End. (4) My own End, ſays he, is not far 
off ; the Time uncertain, i and I cannot ſpend the little Remainder 

"of my Life better, than in Prayers for thy Welfare. Eſau went 

preſently out to ſee what he could catch, and in the mean 

While, Rebecca bethought herſelf of a Way to transfer the 

\ Blefling'to Jacob that was intended for Bau, out of a Par- 

tiality of Affection to the one rather than the other. So ſhe 
bad Jacob (but without the Privity, and againſt the very 

Deſign of aac) go out and kill a Kid, and have it dreſied 

ready for Supper. 7Facch did what he was commanded, as 
an obedient Son to his Mother in all Cafes; and when 

Supper was ready, having put Kid's Skins over his Arms and 

Hands, that he might ſeem hairy, (the Twins being other- 

15525 ſo alike that there was no ciſtinguiſhing betwixt them) 

; 5. >. | he 

(a) Gen. 26. and 28. 5 ; a 

(5) Scr. Hholibamah the Daughter of Ansh the Daughter of Zibeon. 

(e) Or Sibæon. (4) Gen. * 
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he ſet it before his Father ; but with a thouſand Difficulties 
in his Head for fear of being taken in the Impoſture, and 
drawing a Curle upon himſelf, inſtead of a Bleſſing. Y/aac 
it ſcems, taking notice of ſomewhat very particular in his 
Son's Voice, bad him come to him ; and upon finding his 
Hands all Hairy, paſſed this Reflection upon it. The Voiee 
. (ſays he)zs Jacob's Voice, but the Hands are the Hands of Eſau ? 
And ſo without any further Suſpicion, he went to Supper; 
and after that offer'd up a Prayer ſuitable to the Occaſion, 
in Words to this Effect. Eternal God, the Creator of all 
„Things that are made! Thou that haſt been ſo gracious 
« and bountiful to my Father, to my ſelf, and to our Of 
* ſpring; Promiſing and Poſſcſing us of all good Things, 
and giving us Aſſurances of greater Bleſhngs to come. 
„Lord, make thy Words good to us by Effects, and do not 
«defi viſe thy Servant for his preſent Infirmities, which make 
« him the more ſenſible of his Need of thy Support; Pre- 
c ſerve this Child from all Evil, in thy Mercy and infinite 
* Goodneſs ; give him a long and a happy Life; bleſs him 
with all worldly Enjoyments that may be for his good; 
«© make him a Terror to his Enemies, and an Honaar and 
a a Comfort to his Friends.” 

l ſjaac had no ſooner ended his Prayer * Eſau, as he 
thought, and meant it; but in comes Eſau himſelf from the 
Chace, which gave Iſaac to underſtand his Miſtake : But he 
did not think fit to make any Words of it. When Fa 
came to be informed of what had paſſed, he beſought his 
Father only to beſtow the ſame Bleſſing upon himſelf over 
again, which he had pronounced upon 'his Brother, But 
J/aac excuſed himſelf, that he could not either Transfer, or 
take away the Benediction he had already conferred. _ This 
Diſappointment drew Tears from #/au, and his Sorrow ſo far 
wrought upon the Tenderneis of his Father, that all the Bleſ- 
ſings he had left, he gave him: That is to ſay, he told him, 
that he ſhould be a famous Hunter, and a great Man at 
Arms; and that he himſelf and his Poſterity ſhould gain 
immortal Honour by their Exploits that way; but, for a 
Cloſe, that he muſt be ſubject to his Younger Brother. 

Jacob was exceeding afraid of a Revenge from his Brother; 
and Rebecca no lets conſcious of the provoking Affront that 
was put upon him; ſo that the bethought herſelf of this Way 
to divert the Danger of it. She prevail'd with {/age to diſ- 
patch Jacob away into Meſpotamia, to take a Wife out of 


her Alliance there. 1 n how he had diſobliged his 
Father 
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(cs) Gr. Bo/emmathe, Scr. Baſhemath. * Gen. 28. 
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Father by Matching with the Chanaanites (being his mortal 
Enemies) had now taken to Wiſe (a) Baſſemath the Daugh - 
ter of Iſbmael, whom he lov'd the beſt of all his Wives. 
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| CHA P. XIX. 
Jacob ſent into Meſapotamia to treat about a Match 


with Rachel, Laban's Daughter. His Viſions upon the 
Way. He treats with Laban, who impoſes upon him. 


* BY the Advice of Rebecca, and at her Inſtance, and with 


the Conſent of Jaac too, Jacob was ſent away into 
Meſopotamia to treat about a Match there with the Daughter 
of Rebecca's Brother Laban. But the Feud being at that Time 


ſo fierce and violent betwixt that Family and the Chanaanites, 


and Jacob's Way lying through the Land of Chanaan, he durſt 
not venture himſelf in any of their Houſes upon his Journey, 
but took up his Lodging in the open Air; and a Stone, or 
fome Hillock of Earth, ſerv'd him for his Pillow. As he lay 
thus at Reſt, he had one Night in his Sleep this Viſion. He 
dreamt that he ſaw a Ladder ſtanding upon the Earth, and 
the upper End of it reaching the Heavens, with certain glo- 
riqus Figures, that to the View ſeem'd more than human, 
deſcending by the Rounds of it: And from the Top, God 
Himſelf manifeſtly appearing and ſpeaking to Jacob by Name 
in theſe Words. It is not for you Jacob, that have in your 


„ Veins the Blood of your Father and Grandfather Iſaac and 


e Abraham, Men famous for their Faith and Virtue, to de- 
« ſpond under any Diffidence of my Care for you in your 
e preſent Troubles, but rather to ſupport yourſelf in Hope 
of better Things. Depend upon me for your Protector, and 


< affure yourſelf, that your beſt Days are yet to come. It 


« was I that brought Abraham out of Meſopotamia hither, 
„hen he was forc'd away by his Relations; It was I that 


4 crown'd your Father with Bleſſings; and it is I again that 


« reſolve to do as much for you: Wherefore take Courage, 
and purſue your Journey under my Conduct and Direction. 


„The Marriage you are now going about ſhall ſucceed to 
„ your Wiſh; you ſhall be the Father of dutiful Children; 
and your Iſſue ſhall increaſe without Number. This Land 
will I give to them and their Poſterity; and they ſhall People 
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« the whole Earth, and the Iſlands as far as the Sun ſhines e 
« Wherefore let no Labour, or Danger diſcourage you; but 
cc commit yourſelf to my Care, not only at this preſent, but 
«& more hereafter. “ | 
Jacob was tranſported with Joy at this Viſion and Pre- 
diction, and anointed the Stone in Honour of that bleſſed 
Revelation; making a Vow at the fame Time, to erect an 
Altar there, and offer Sacrifice upon it, if ever it ſhould pleaſe 
God to bring him home again: Which Vow he performed 
at his coming back; Preſenting to God the Tenths of all his 
Goods for an Oblation. And further, for a Memorial in Re- 
verence to the Place, and what befel him there, he gave it 
the Name of Bethel, or the Heul?e of God. | 
* Upon this, he went forward, and after a tedious Paſ- 
age, he came to Charran, where he found feveral Shepherds, 
young Men and Maidens, about a Well, and drawing Wa- 
ter. He join'd the Company, deſired a little Drink of them; 
and ſo by little and little fell to diſcourſe with them, whe- 
ther they knew one Laban thereabouts or no; and if he were 
yet Living. They all ſaid they knew him, and ſo muſt every 
body, for he was a noted Man : His Daughter and they fed 
their Sheep tagether ; and it was a Wonder ſhe was not come yet. 
While they were talking thus, up comes the Daughter her- 
ſelf, with her Shepherds about her. They told Jacob, that 
was ſhe, and then acquainted the Virgin how that Stranger 
there had been enquiring about her Father. The Maiden 
upon the Sight of Jacob, with the Gayety of an innocent 
young Creature, fell to aſking him Queſtions, Mo he was, 
whence he came, and what was his Buſineſs 3 and demanding 
of him in a very obliging Way, if there were any Thing they 
could ſerve him in. Jacob was mightily pleaſed, both with 
the Kinſwoman znd the good Grace of her Civility; but fo 
much more with the Charms of her incomparable Beauty, 
that at firſt Sight he fell directly in Love with her; and thus 
accoſted her. There hath been (/ays he) a great Friend- 
« ſhip betwixt our two Families, at leaſt (if you fair Virgin, 
& are indeed the Daughter of Laban) of a Date long before 
ce either you or I were born; for Abraham, Aaran, and Na» 
chor, were the Sons of Thares; and-Bathuel, your Grand- 
« father was Nachor's Son: Iſaac is my Father, begotten by 
« Abraham upon Sarah the Daughter of Aran: And we are 
< nearer yet ſtill; for Rebecca my Mother, is the Siſter of your 
„Father Laban, by the ſame Father and Mother: So that — 
„ the 
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«fe Degrees of Affinity, you and I are Couſin- Germans; 
ec and I am now come to Greet you with all the Offices of a 
« Friend and Kinſman toward the renewing of that kind A. 
« greement of ancient Date.“ This brought into the Mind of 

the Virgin what ſhe had often heard her Father ſay of Re- 
becca; and taking for granted how glad her Parents would be 
to hear any Tidings of that excellent Perſon, the Paſſion ſhe 
had for the pleaſing of her Father tranſported her to ſuch a 

Degree, that ſhe burſt out into Tears; took Facob about the 
Neck and kiſs'd him, and then holding him in her Arms 
ſpake to him after this Manner. Thou art (/ays ſhe) the 
4. Bearer of the moſt agreeable News to my Father and the 
« whole Family, that ever came under our Roof, Good Man! 
< He was hardly ever well but when he was ſpeaking of thy 
« Mother; and I dare ſay, he would not exchange the Feli- 

city thou haſt now brought him for. any other Happineſs 

under the Sun, Wherefore (/ays ſbe) not to deprive him 

% any longer of the Joy thou art to carry him, follow me 
« immediately.” With theſe Words, ſhe brought him to La- 

ban: Where he was made known to his Uncle, ſafe in the 

Hands of his Friends, and thoſe Friends of his over-joy'd 
at the Providence of ſo unexpected a Surprize. They had 
not been many Days together, when Laban made an open 
Profeſſion of the Satisfaction he had in his Converſation, 

and that it was ſo great, he wanted Words to expreſs ir. 

'Afﬀter this Declaration, his Curioſity made him a little Inqui- 

Aitive how he came to leave his Father and Mother in their 

extreme Age; and when they could worſt ſpare him; bur 

aſſuring him withal, that whatever he could do in the World 
for him was at his Service. Jacob upon this, to fatisfy his 
Enquiry, gave him in ſhort the whole Hiſtory of their Fa- 
milly. My Mother Rebecca (ſays he) had two Twin-Sons, 

-< Eſau and my ſelf. Eſau being diſappointed of our Father's 
'« Blefſfing by an Invention of my Mother's, to put me in my 
'« Brother's Place to receive it, (my Father being blind) he 
looks upon me for this as a Supplanter of him in his Right, 


. as well as to his Father's Vows and Prayers, as to a King- 


dom and an Inheritance which God had aſſign'd him; and 
for this Circumvention he reſolved to take away my Life, 
Now, to avoid this Danger and in Obedience to my Mo- 
e ther's Command, I am come hither for Sanctuary, as to 
e the neareſt Relation ſhe hath in the World; and next. un- 
, der God, I depend upon your ſelf for my Security.“ Laban 
' promiſed him all Sorts of Aſſiſtance and Reſpects; not only 
for his own Sake, but as the Son likewiſe of his dear Siſter, 

RY whom 
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whom he lov'd tenderly at what Diſtance ſoever. Laban told 
him further, that he would at preſent ſet him over his Flocks, 
and give him Authority over all the Keepers of his Sheep; 
and that if any Time hereatter he ſhould have a mind to go 
back again, he might aſſure himſelf of a Conſideration and 
Reward anſwerable to the Merit of ſuch a Kinſman. Jacob 
was well enough content to undergo the Labour, provided 
he might continue in the Famyly ; and he told Laban as 
much, upon Condition he might have Rachel in Marriage for 
his Service: A Perſon that he lov'd, not only for her ſingu- 
lar Worth and Virrue, but as the Providential Inſtrument 
of bringing him into the Family; profeſſing that it was on- 
ly his Exceſs of Love that made him ſpeak what he did. Up- 
on this Proffer, Laban ſtruck the Bargain immediately, with 
Joy in the very Face of him ; and ſolemnly proteſting, that 
of all Men Living he was the Son-in-Law he would have 
choſen. Only he muſt have Patience to ſtay a while ;. for 
he ſhould be loth to ſend his Daughter ſo far as Chanaan: 
and truly he had almoſt repented ſometimes of ſending his 
Siſter thither too. Jacob ſubmitted to wait, and ſo bound 
* himſelf to his Father-in-Law for Seven Tears, to ſhew that 
he had no other Ends in what he did, than of Love, Gene- 
roſity and Juſtice, | | 
At the End of the Term, and upon the preciſe Day, La- 
ban prepares the Wedding-Feaſt, and late at Night in Drink 
and in the Dark put the Change upon Jacob, privately con- 
veying the Blear-Ey'd Elder Siſter to his Bed inſtead of the 
| Younger ; and lo they lay together. When Jacob came to 
| find how he was impos'd upon, he fell to expoſtulating the 
Matter with Laban, as a Violation of common Faith and 
Juſtice: Laban,only excuſing himſelf under the Pretence of 
a Neceſſity without any Malice at all, it being the Cuſtom 
of the Country, he ſaid, not to marry the Younger Siſter be- 
fore the Elder : But this, /ays he, ſhall be no Obſtacle to your 
Marrying of Rachel; for after ſeven Years more, you ſhall 
| have her barefac'd, and by Day-Light when you may fee _ 
| and know what you do. Jacob, that could do nothing but 
what his Paſſion gave him leave to do, bound himſelf over 
| once again for the other ſeven Tears, and that Time being 
expir'd he had Rachel for his Wife. r ng nn 
| _ * Theſe two Siſters had two Maidens put to them by Laban: 
| (a) Zilpah was with Leah, and () Bilbah with Rachel; not 
in the Quality of Servants, but yet in Subjection to m_ 8 
| | | ol 
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Leah was in great Affliction to ſee that her Siſter had a preat« 
er Share in Jacob's Affection than herſelf; but liv'd in Hope 
Mill that the bringing of him Children, which was her daily 
Prayer, might gain him over to her: And in the End it did 
ſo; for being deliver'd of a Son, whom ſhe called (a) Reuben 
(or Divine Mercy) it wrought upon her Huſband's Affections; 
and after this ſhe had three other Sons; Simeon (i. e. God is 
Fauourable) Levi (i. e. the Support of Society) and Judah (that 
is to fay, Thankſgiving.) Rachel was mightily in pain leſt 
the Fruitfulneſs of her Siſter might take off ſomewhat of 7a- 
cob's Kindneſs to herſelf, and therefore contriv'd the putting 
of her Woman B:/hah in her Place, which ſhe did, and Ja- 
cob had a Son by her, call'd Dan (i. e. the Judgment of God.) 
And a while after this, ſhe brought him Nephthalim (which 
ſignifies Artificial; ) alluding to Rachel's contending with her 
Siſter for Children by Craft. Leah after this, encounter'd 
her Siſter in her own Way, and put in Zilpah to Jacob, by 
whom he had two Sons; the firſt Cad (or by Chance) and af- 
terwards Aſer (which ſignifies Beautiſying) becaule they got 
Honour by it. 1 
One Time, when the two Siſters were together, Reuben the 
eldeſt Son of Leah brought his Mother ſome Mandrake-4pples, 
which Rachel would fain have had a Part of; but the other 
told her in a Fret, that it was too much to have her Hus- 
band and her Apples too ; but Rachel, to pacify her, made 
her an Offer of having Jacob to herſelf that Night. Leah 
accepted it, and they lay together accordingly. Jacob after 

This had more Children by Leah; as /Jachar (bern fer Hire) 

. EaNulon (a Pledge of Love) and a Daughter Dinah. Rachel 
ſtay'd a long Time, and at laſt brought forth a Son, whoſe 
Name was Fo/eph (or an Addition.) | h 

T It was already full twenty Years that Jacob had ſerv'd 
his Father-in-Law, in the Quality of an Overſeer of his Shep- 
Herds and Herdſmen : So that it was now high Time, he 

thought, to conſider of looking homeward again, and to 

take his Wives along with him. But this was to be private- 

managed; for Laban he was ſure would be againſt it. 

He was not willing to come to any Reſolution however, 

Without conſulting his Wives firſt, to ſee how they ſtood af- 

 Fefted to the Journey. But finding them willing, away they 

Went tagether without any Delay: The two Siſters and their 
Women, and all their Children, and all that belong'd to 
{ . _ them, and Jacob alſo, with one half of the Flocks. Rachel 
Kut es | | took 
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took away with her the Images of the Gods of the Country, 
not out of any Reverence ſhe had for the Idols; for her Hus- 
band had taught her better Things, and to contemn them; 
but ſhe fancy'd to herſelf, that in cafe they ſhould be pur» 
ſu'd and overtaken, by their Help Matters might be brought 
to a Compoſition. 

So ſoon as Laban had the News next Day of Jacob's De- 
parture by Stealth, and the whole Story that went along 
with it, he called his People together in a Fury, and with a 
ſtrong Body of Men immediately poſted after them. Upon 
the ſeventh Day in the Evening, they overtook them fitting 
upon a little Hillock to reſt themſelves : But being late, La- 
ban and his People betook themſelves quietly to their Re- 
poſe. That Night God appeared to Laban in his Sleep, and 
bad him have a care not to offer any Violence or Indignity 
to his Fugitive Son-in-Law and Daughters, but rather diſ- 
poſe himſelf to an amicable Agreement, and a better Un- 
derſtanding with them: And do not you deſpiſe them (lays 
the Apparition) for the Smallneſs of their Number; for if 
you do, I myſelf will fight their Battles. ; 

Laban the next Day early ſent for Jacob, (who came to him 
in Confidence) and told him of the Dream he had; paſling 
from that Diſcourſe to Reproaching and Upbraiding him. 
* You cannot forget (/ays he) that I took you into my Houſe 
« a Beggar, and a Wretch indigent to the laſt Degree: How 
« generouſly I relieved and entertained you; married you 
« to my Daughters as the higheſt Obligation to an inviola- 
e ble Friendſhip and Reſpect that I could lay upon you 2. 
« And pray how comes it now, that without any Regard tio 
« your Mother and my Siſter, or to the Alliance of Blood 
« betwixt us; the Wives you have married out of my Fa- 


© mily ; and the Children of thoſe Wives that call me Grand- 


© father: How comes it (I ſay) after all this, that you ſhould 
< treat me at laſt at the rate of a profeſs'd Enemy; ſeize 
«© my Goods, force my Daughters away from their Parents; 
* carry off. the very Gods of my Country; which my Fore- 
<« fathers have ever had ſo great a Veneration for, as Things 
* moiſt ſacred ! For you have laid your ſacrilegious Hands 
© even upon them too; a Violence, which an honourable 
Enemy would have forborn : And who is it that has done 


all this now, but my Kinſman, my Nephew, my Son- in- 


«© Law, my Gueſt, and the Man that I have fed at my own 
t Table !” | . 8 
*FJacob made anſwer, that he was not the only Man that 


had 
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had a natural Affection for his Native Country; and that 
after ſo long an Abſence, it was but reaſonable to bethink 
himſelf of looking home again. As to his Robbery and In- 
juſtice, he was willing to appeal to any other Judge then 
himſelf. Now, ſays he, I expected you ſhould have given 
me Thanks rather, for Managing and Huſbanding your E- 
ſtate, then think much of the ſmall Pittance I have taken 
"out of it. And pray do not call it a Violence neither upon 
* your Daughters; for as there is no evil Intention in the Caſe; 
ſo that which you miſtake for Force, is only a Conjugal Duty; 


both in my taking them away, and in their following their 


Husband and their Children. This he ſaid in his own De- 
fence, and for the reſt, only turn'd Laban's Reproaches upon 
himſelf: Wondering and complaining, that an Uncle and 
2 Father+in-Law, after the Hardſhip of Twenty Years Ser: 
vice ; beſide what he willingly ſuffered for the Sake of Ra- 
hel, and more afterwards ; ſhould at laſt Treat his Son-in- 
Law and Kinſman at the rate of the worſt of Enemies. 7a- 
cob had great Reaſon. undoubtedly to complain of Labar's ill 
Uſage ; who obſerving that God bleſſed Jacob in all he did, 
would be cajoling him with fine Words, promiſing one while 
to give him all the white Cattle that ſhould be produc'd ; a- 
nother while all the Black; and ſtill as 7ccob's Part came to 
be the greater, he went from his Word, and p1tit off to 
another Year, in hope to find it leſs then; but in caſe it 
Mould prove otherwiſe, with a Reſolution befòre-hand to 
depart from his Promiſe, - | 35 
F As to the Images, Laban having free Liberty to ſearch, 
Nachel convey'd them away into the itufting of the Saddle ſhe 
at upon, and pretending to have the Woman's Sickneſs at 
that Time upon her. Laban paſſed her over unviſited, upon 
a Preſumption, that in ſuch a Condition ſhe would not come 
ſo near any Thing that was ſacred. Upon this, Laban en- 
ter'd into a Leapng with Jacos; granted an Art of Oblivion 
to his Daughters for all that was paſt, promiſing that for the 
Future they ſhould be as dear to him as ever they were, and 
all this was confirmed with an Oath. The Solemnity paſſed 
upon a certain Mountain, where a Pillar was erected in the 
Form of an Altar, and they called it (a) Galaad, as the Hill of 
*Fitneſs, which Name was likewiſe given to the whole Coun- 
try thereabouts. After the Ceremony cf the League, they 
Feaſted together, and upon parting Laban returned to his 
own Home. a 
WS UG. CHAP. 
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CHAF IL 
The Greeting of Jacob and Eſau. 


* 1 went forward on his Way toward Chanaan, and had 
| ſeveral propitious Viſions in his Paſſage, which gave 


bim great Hope of future Succeſs, calling the Place where he 


ſaw them, the Field of God. But the old Grudge of Eſau 
would not yet out of Jacob's Head, which made him ſend 
every where up and down to learn how his Brother ſtood af- 
fected to him; beſide ſeveral Meſſengers expreſs to find him 
out, with a Commiſſion in the Name of Jacob to addreſs to 
him to this Effect. + © That Jacob finding himſelf under his 
© Brother's Diſpleaſure, voluntarily abandon'd his Country, 


e and in Confidence, that after ſo long an Abſence, all paſt 


© Unkindneſſes are bury'd and forgotten, he is now return- 
© ing with his Wives, Children, Goods, and Treaſure, to 
&« lay himſelf and all he has at his Brother's Feet; propoſing 
6e to himſelf no greater Happineſs than to enjoy all the Boun- 
« ties that God in his Goodneſs hath been pleaſed to beſtow 
«© upon him, in common with his Brother.“ 

Upon the Delivery of this Meſſage, E/au in a Tranſport of 
Satisfactiol advanced preſently with a Band of four hun- 
dred Men to meet his Brother. Jacob was not a little ſtarts 
led at the Number ; but put himſelf in a Poſture however, 
with God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, to defend himſelf and his 
People in caſe of the worſt. He diſpoſed his Body into two 
Diviſions ; the one to advance, and the other to follow, 
within Diſtance of either Receiving, or Seconding the Van, 
if it ſhould come to an Attack, When he had ordered his 
People after this Manner, he ſent his Forerunners to his Bro- 
ther,with Preſents : Some for Uſe, others for Curioſity ; as 
Creaftires of Burden, and ſeveral Sorts of ſtrange Beaſts that 
might be acceptable for their Rarity-ſake. Theſe were to 
march thin one after another, to make them appear more 
then they were; the Meſſengers having this eſpecially in 
Charge, to behave themſelves toward Eſau with all poſfible 
Smoothneſs and Reſpect; not doubting but by this Gentles 
neſs of proceeding to reQtife all Miſunderſtandings, if 1 | 


were not already compoſed. It was a whole Day's Wot 


to put Jacob's Troops in Order, and at Night they marched, 
| Gn When 
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When they were got over the Torrent of Jabac, Jacob being 


a little behind, a Spectre laid hold of him, and Jacob wreſt- 


ling with this Apparition had the better of him; whereupon 
a Voice called out to him, and ſaid, © Comfort thyſelf in 
*« what thou haſt done, for it is not a common Adverſary 
© that thou haſt foil'd, but an Angel of the Lord. Take it 
& for a Preſage, that your Poſterity ſhall never fail, and that 
“you ſhall never be overcome.” Upon this, he gave him 
the Name of //-ael (in Hebrew Strugling.) This was revealy 
ed to Jacob at his own Requelt, and when he found it was 
an Angel ſpake to him, he beſought him to ſay ſomewhat 
further what was to befal him, which the'Spedre did, and 
fo diſappear'd. Jacob was ſo tranſported with what he had 
heard, that he gave this Place the Name of Phanuel, (or the 
Face of God.) He had a (a) Sinew of his Thigh ſtrain'd in 
this Encounter, for which Reaſon he would never afterward 
eat that Part of any Creature ; and upon that Account we 
'do forbear it alſo to this Day. | | | 

Upon the News of Eſau's being advanced, and drawing 
near to his Brother, Jacob order'd his Wives to go before with 
their Women, and to march apart from one another; ſo as 
to fee the Action at a Diſtance, if Z/az ſhould think fit to put 
it to a Battle. + But when Jacob ſaw that Eſau came to- 
wards him with Peace and Chearfulneſs in his Countenance, 
he went and threw himſelf at the Feet of his Brother. E/az 
in the mean while embracing him, aſk'd him ſeveral Que- 
ſtions about the Women and Children; and gave him after- 
wards an earneſt Invitation to his Father's Houſe. Jacob ex- 
caſed himſelf, that his Horſes and Cattle were tired our, 
and not in a travelling Condition : And then E/au depart- 
ed to his Habitation at Sezr ; fo called from the Hairineſs of 
Eſau. | ; 
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C HAP. XXI. 
The Rape of Dinah. The Children of Jacob. 


+ J Acob for his Part went to the Place called the Tabernacles, 

which Name it bears to this Day, and ſo to (a) Sichem, a 
City belonging to the Chanaanites, There happen'd to be a 
great Feſtival there, and Dinah, the only Daughter of Jacob 
went thither to ſee fine Sights and Faſhions of the Place. (50 Si- 
chem, the Son of King (c) Emmor fell in Love with her; took 
her away and raviſh'd her, and liked her fo well that he 
begg'd his Father's Leave to marry her: Who not only gave 
his Conſent, but went himſelf to Jacob with the ſame Re- 
queſt on his Son's Behalf. 7acob was hard put to't what An- 
{wer to give; for he could not in Conſcience marry his 
Daughter to a Stranger ; neither could he refuſe any Thing 
decently to the Quality of a Royal Advocate. But upon ſe- 
cond Thoughts, he came to a Reſolution, to deſire Time to 
conſider of it : So the King went away, little doubting of 
the Succeſs. Upon this Juncture, Jacob having acquainted 
his Sons with the Indignity that had been put upon their Si- 
fter, and the Requeſt of King Emmor ; ſome of them were at 
their Wits end what to adviſe : Others had not one Word to 
ſay ; only Simeon and Levi, the Brothers of Dinah by the ſame 
Mother, laid their Heads together, and agreed upon a De- 
lign betwixt themſelves, without ſpeaking one Word to their 
Father of it, which they executed as follows. Upon the next 
Feſtival at Sichem, late in the Night, they fell upon the 
Guards, and cafily maſter'd them, finding them drowſte and 
ſecure in their drunken Revels. They took Poſſeſſion of the 
City; kill'd all the Males they could meet with, the King 
and his Son being in the Number, ſparing only.the Women; 
and upon the Finiſhing of this Exploit fetch'd home their Si- 
ſter again to their Father. Jacob was ſtruct with Horror at 
the Barbarity of fo bloody an Action, and highly incenſed 
againſt his Sons for what they had done; but God comforted. 
him in a Viſion, bad him have a good Heart, and purge his 
Tents, and not forget the Sacrifice he promiſed after his Dream 
in his Me/opotamian Progreſs. While Jacob was executing 
this Command, he fell upon Laban's Gods, which Rachel had 
ſtollen and bury'd under a certain Oak, and he knew nothing 
LES > 13 * - "on 
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+ Gen. 34. (a) Gr. Sikimos. Scr. Shechem. (6) Gr. Suchemes. 
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of it. From thence he went, and ſacrificed at Bethel, where 
he had that divine Revelation upon his going into Meſopota- 


mia. He went next to (a) Ephrata, where Rachel dy'd in 
Labour, and there he bury'd her, the only Perſon of his Re- 


Jz wrisn Ant 1Q v 1115 8. 


- lations that dying was not interr'd at Hebron. This Loſs 


went to the Heart of him; but the Child liv'd, and he gave 


it to the Name of Benjamin, (b) from the great Grief it brought 


. 


Virtue. 


to the Mother. =. * 
Now the Children of Jacob were Twelve Sons, and one 


Daughter. Eight of them Legitimate : Six by Leah, and 


Two by Rachel: Four more by Zilpah and Bilbab Tuo by 
each. Their Names we have had already. 


— A 
ah 
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CHAP. XXII. 


in Hebron. 


Iſaac dy'd at the Age of 185 Years; and was bury'd 


Rom thence he went to Hebron in Chanaan, where 1/aac 


. dwelt ; but they two did not live long together. Re- 
becca dy'd before the Arrival of Jacob; and Jſaac follow'd 
her not long after. Eſau and Jacob bury'd him, and laid 
him by his Wife in Hebron, in the Burying-place of the Fa- 
mily. {aac was a Perſon acceptable in the Sight of God, 


and attended by ſpecial Providences in the Courſe of his Life, 
next to Abraham. He liv'd to the Age of a Hundred eighty 


five Years, in a ſteady and eminent Courſe of Piety and 


£ Ws 
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(a) Gr. Ephrathane. 


) This is falſe. See Ger. 35. 18. in the LXX. and Cotelerius's 


Notes to the ſecond Vol. of his Ecclef. Gr. Monumenta, p. 548. See Vo- 


e's Caſtigationum Auctarium, p. 363. 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


OT THE 


Book the SECOND, 


{From the Year of the World 2230, to 2454. 


——— 


c. HAT. 1 


Eſau and Jacob divide their Poſſeſſions : Idumæa falls 
to the former, and Chanaan to the other, 


longer to their Paternal Eſtates ; but divided their 

Poſleſhons ; whereupon Eau yielded up the City of 
Hebron to his Brother, and went and ſettled himſelf at 
(a) Seir. He was Lord and Maſter of 1dumea, and gave it 
his own Name; that is to ſay, (b) Edom, which was a kind 
of a By-name given him upon this following Occaſion. He 
had been out a Hunting one Day in his Youth, and coming 
home miſerably tir'd and hungry, he found his Brother or- 
dering a Soup of Lentils for his Dinner. They look'd Red, 
and the very Colour, of them ſet him a longing, and a beg» 
ging with great Importunity, for a Meſs of this Pottage = 


a Fter the Death of Jaac, the two Brothers kept no 


But Facob would not part with ſo much as one Drop of them 


| () Gr. Saeira. 


to his Brother, upon any other Terms thin the relinquiſhing 


of his (c) Birthright, which Eſau out of a pure ſtarving Hungexk 
ſubmitted to, formally Renouncing all the Privileges of his 


4 -_-— 


Sentority, with a Solemn Cath. His Youthful Companions 
: "mo . made 
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kegard of the Excellencies both of his Body and of his Mind; 
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made ſport with him for what he had done, and Nick-named 
him (a) Edom, from the Colour of the Spup; (for Edom in 
Hebrew is as much as Red.) This Name went alſo to the 
Country under his Juriſdiction, though the Greeks have dif. 
guiſed and /oftned it a little, by calling it Idumæa. 

(5) He had five Children by three Wives. Three of them 
by his Wife Alibama; that is to ſay, (c) Jaus, Jalom, and 
Core. Eliphaz by Adah, and (d) Raguel by Baſſe math. 

. Eliphaz had five Sons lawfully begotten ; Theman, (e) Omar, 
Of) Saphus, Gotham, and Canaz : For Amaleck was a Baſtard 
that he had by (g) Thamna his Concubine. Theſe inhabit- 
ed that Part of Idumæa which was called Cobolitis, and the 
Country of the 4malekites, call'd ſo from Amalech. It was 
formerly a huge Tract of Ground that went under the Name 
of /dumea; but the IVhole, as well as the Parts of it, re— 
tain the Name ſtill of their fr /2 Planters and Founders, 


1 CHAP. I. 
Joſeph's Dreams. His Brothers envy him ; and con. 


ſpire againſt his Life. 


Acob was one of the happieſt Men upon the Face of the 
Earth, and not another in the whole Country to come 

near him, either for Wealth and Command, or for wecll- 
condition'd virtuous Children ; who wanted nothing to make 
them great Men, as well for Action as for Counle: : For they 
Were indefatigably induſtrious, valiant even to the ſtricteſt 
Puntillo's of Generoſity and Honour, and to perfect the Cha- 
racer, endu'd with a Talent of Underſtanding that crowned 
all the reſt; nay, and fo wonderful a Providence it was that 
attended thern in all the Chances and Encounters of their 
Lives, that their very Sufferings and Aflictions turn'd to 


Ez  uheir Advantage, in being made the Inſtruments of Almighty 


God toward the bringing of our Forefathers out of the Bon- 


da, e of Agypt. The Story is this. 
75 7 Joſepb, the Son of Jacob by his Wife Rachel, was 


. 
much 7k deareſt Child to his Father of all the Ofi-ſpring, in 


12 6.5 OE IG for, 
EY _++(4) Gen. 36. „ (6) Gen: 36: and 1 Chron. c. 1. | 


0 (c) Scr. Jeuſt. Jaalam, Corab. a _ (4) Ser. Reuel. 2 (e) Gr. Omeroſ. 


oY 


Yer, Zepbo, Gatom, Nena. (g) Ser. Timna. 
(5) Gen. 37. ,, 
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for, over and above the Gracefulneſs of his Perſon, he was 
no leſs eminent for an extraordinary Underſtanding. This 
exceeding Tenderneſs of the Father drew upon the Son the 
Envy and IIl-will of the reſt of the Brothers, and this factious 
Malevolence was much embittered by (3) certain Dreams 
Jo ſe ph had, that look'd like Preſages of his future Felicity 
and Greatneſs. This he communicated to his Brethren, and 
no wonder if it ſtirr'd up a dangerous Emulation againſt 

him. The Viſions were theſe. £3 
His Father ſent him out one Day into the Fields with his 
Brothers in Harveſt-time to reap Corn ; where he had a Dream 
quite of another Nature than thoſe phantaſtical Images of. 
Things that appear to us commonly in our Sleep. He told 
this to his Brothers upon waking, and put it to them to ex- 
pound it. Now the Dream was this. Methought, (/ays 
* he) I ſaw this laſt Night my own Sheaf of Wheat ſtand- 
* 1ng upright, and all. my Brother's Sheaves come running 
«© towards it, and falling down before it, () as ſo many Ser- 
* vants would do to thgir Maſter.” There went no great My- 
ſtery to the unriddling of this Dream; for they ſaw mani- 
feſtly that it pointed at the Power and Authority which Jo- 
ſeph in Time to come was to have over them, even to the 
Degree of their becoming Subjects to him. But to their Bro- 
ther they pretended Ignorance, and could make nothing of 
it they ſaid : Praying however within themſelves ſtill, that 
God would avert the Omen: Their Hatred increaſing all this 
while to Joſeph, yet more and more. Soon after this he had 
another Viſion, much more remarkable than the former, 
which was ſent from God for the confounding of their Ma- 
lice. He ſaw in his Sleep, he thought, the Sun, the Moon, 
and Eleven Stars coming down from the Heavens to the Earth, 
and doing him Reverence. «Joſeph communicated this Viſion 
alſo to his Father, in the hearing of his Brothers, (miſtruſt- 
ing no Miſchief from them all this while) telling him that 
he ſhould be very glad to underſtand what it meant. Jacob 
was highly delighted with the Dream, as a Preſage of happy 
and glorious Days to his Son 7o/eph; and that the Time 
(e) by God's Providence would come, when both Father 
'L: 4 „ 'and 


(a) In the Original, ete ek toon oneiratoon, ha theaſam. &. Tun 
vil. Faber. reads the Place thus ; ete ek toon oneiratoon proreſis, &. 


() See Caſaubon's Exercit. againſt Baronius. , An. XXXII. Num. 
N XXXVII. ee IR nes F : 7 ; Za 


* 


(c) In the Original Then Zoontos. For whith Tana. faber. desde 
Theu didontos agrecable to the Old Tranſlat. Deo largiente. See Fubers 
Epil. . 2. þ. 305, e 
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and Brothers ſhould do him Reverence. By the Sun and 
Moon he underſtood the Father and Mother ; under this A. 


Eleven Stars were meant the Eleven Brothers that had their 
Light and Virtue from above too. 
This was no idle Interpretation of Jacob's; but it went to 
the very Heart of the Brothers of Jeſeph, quite contrary to 

the Reaſon and Duty of the Matter in Queſtion ; for they 

ſhould have joy'd in their Brothers Good as in their own, 
without envying thofe Graces and Benefits to ſo near a Re- 
lation, that they would have been leſs troubled at in a 

Stranger, But their impious' Malice was now come to that 

height, that without any more ado they reſolved to make 

him away. And this was the Courſe they intended to ſteer. 

So ſoon as Harveſt was over, they went with their Flocks to 

Sichem (an excellent feeding Ground) but without one Word 

to their Father of their Remove, When they had been gone 

a pretty while, and no News or Certainty of what was be- 


ſome Miſchief might have befallen them, and ſo ſent 7oſeph 
to inform himſelf punctually upon the whole Matter. | 
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CHAP. III. 


Joſeph fold by Bis. Brethren into Egypt, where he's 
| bighly Advanced. 

\* TO/eph ſet forward upon his Journey, according to his 
Command and Commiſſion, and great Joy there was 
among the Brethren at his Arrival, not as a Brother or a Meſ- 

-  Jenger from their Father, but as an Enemy that God had de- 
\ Jivered into their Hands; and they were for diſpatching him 
immediately too, without Clipping the preſent Opportunity. 
Reuben the Eldeſt of the Brothers, found the Conſpiracy fo 
27 ſtrong and deſperate, that he employed all his Art and In- 


the Heinouſneſs of the Sin, and the inſupportable Odium that 
they would draw upon themſelves by an Action ſo hateful 
iin the 3 God and Man. „ It were an abominable 


= Wickedneſs (/ays he) to take away the Life, even of a 
ef | 
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nalogy, that the Office of the one was to increaſe and nou- 
riſb, and that of the other to give Form and Force : By the 


4% come of them, Jacob fell into a terrible Apprehenſion, leſt 


ttereſt to prevent, or at leaſt to divert it, ſetting before them 
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« Stranger ; but to deſtroy a Kinſman, and a Brother, and 
c in that Brother a Father and a Mother too, with the Grief 
for the Loſs of ſo good and fo hopeful a Son ;---- Bethink 
« yourſelves (/ays he) if any Thing can be more diabolical. 
« Conſider, that there is an All-ſeeing God, that will be the 
« Avenger, as well as the Witneſs of this horrid Murder, 
« Bethink yourſelves, I /ay, and repent of your barbarous 
* Purpoſe, and conſult the Meaſures of Humanity and Mo- 
«* deration ; for you muſt never think to go through with 
this flagitious Villany, and Divine Vengeance not over- 
take you: For God's Providence is every where, in the 
« Wilderneſs as well as in the City, and whereſoever there is 
* a Man there is a God; beſide the Horror of a guilty Con- 
6 ſcience to purſue you wherever you go, and whether it be 
good or bad to give you Company for ever. Or put the 
* Caſe your Brother had done you wrong now, would you 
6% take away his Life for it? when it is our Part to paſs over 
* the Slips of our Friends, even though they may have fail'd 
in their Duty. But what, in fine, has Zo/eph done againſt 
* you? or if he had, the Simplicity of his Youth might plead 
© his Excuſe ; and his Brothers, of all Men living, ſhould be 
© his Friends and Guardians rather than his Murderers : And 
* then the very Ground of your Cruelty will be a ſevere Ag» 
« gravation, even of the Sin itſelf, His Life is to be taken 


c away at prefent, for fear he ſhould be great and happy 


% hereafter ; Nay, and to be taken away by them too that 
& are to go Sharers with him. But the dreadful Judgment 
« of all is yet behind, if you proceed to this execrable A 
« ſaſſinate, when God ſhall call you to an Account for the 
“Blood of an Innocent, that was ſpilt in a point blank De- 
% fiance of the Power and Goodneſs of God himſelf ; for - 
© the Ground of your Quarrel is only this, that God loves 
« your Brother, and that he loves God.” Reuben uſed all 


his Blood.” The Motian was approv d, and Renten 
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Rope about 7o/ep}, by which he let him gently down in- 
to a dry Well, and pPrevenuy went his way to look after his 
Shee 

: i no ſooner turn'd his Back, but they had in Sight 
a Troop of Arabian Merchants (Iſbmacelites) that came from 
Galaad with Spices and Syrian Commodities that they were 
carrying into Ægypt. Judas, upon this Occaſton, adviſed 
the taking of Jeſeph out of the Well to ſell him to theſe 
Merchants, by which means they might be quit of him, and 
out of Danger of ever ſeeing him agaigh and at the ſame 
Time waſh their Hands of his Blood. This was agreed to; 
ſo that they took up 7o/eph out of the * Well, and fold him 
to the Merchants, being ſeventeen Years of Age, for Twenty 
Pieces of Silver. 

Reuben was Caſting about all this while how he might ſave 
his poor Brother, and without a Word ſpeaking to any of the 
Teſt, he went late at Night to the Well, where he call'd ſe- 
veral Times to 7oſeph ; but hearing no Anſwer, he preſently 
concluded that his Brothers had murder'd him, which aMict- 
ed him grievouſly, But when he came to know what had 
paſſed, he was very well ſatisfy'd with the Proceeding. The 
next Thing now to be thought of was how to excuſe and 
Palliate the Matter to the Father, ſo that the Brothers might 
not be ſuſpected. They debated this Point a while among 

L themſelves, and came in the End to this Concluſion, that 
"they ſhould take 7o/eph's Travelling Coat, which they had 


and ſtain it with Goat's Blood, and ſo carry it to Jacob, that 
he might think his Son was devonr'd by wild Beaſts, They 
went to the old Man with this Pretence, (who had heard 
Somewhat already of his Son's Misfortune) ſhew'd him the 


the Coat 7oſeph went out in) and ſo took it for granted that 
he was deſtroy'd by wild Beaſts ; for neither had they ſeen 


they pretended. Jacob comforted himſelf till now with the 
Hope he might be taken Priſoner, or poſſibly that ſome gent- 
ler II- -hap might have befallen him, but upon the Sight of 
_ >the Blood and the Coat, (for it was Fofeph's Coat he ſaid.) 
1 Jacob immediately cloathed himſelf in Sack-Cloth, and fell 
© *into ſo inconſolable a Paſſion of Sorrow ahd Lamentation, 
IHiihat he would not ſuffer cither his Sons or his own Reaſon 
w comfort Ain. WW 
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ſtripp'd him of when they put him into the Well; Tear it 


Coat all torn and bloody, (at leaſt, ſaid they, if that were 


him, nor could they imagine what was become of him, as 


Sen. 39. + Gr. Petephres. 
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Joſeph tempted 10 Lewadneſs by Potiphar's Wiſe. His 


Exemplary Continence. 


# V Hen the Merchants that bought Jaſeph came to Ægypt, 

they ſold him to + Potiphar, one of King Pharash's 
great Officers : Who treated him not, in the Matter either of 
Liberty or Dyet, like an ordinary Servant, but with the Free- 
dom of a generous Education ; Training him up to Letters, 
and in a ſhort Time advancing him to be Overſeer of the 
Houſe. In this Change of Condition, his Mind and his Vir- 
tue were (till the ſame, and he gave to underſtand by the 
Prudence of his Conduct, that a wiſe Man will ſtand his 
Ground in all Fortunes. He was a Stripling of ſo gracious 
a Perſon, and ſo agreeable an Addreſs, that Potiphar's Wife 
fell downright in Love with him; making no Queſtion, but 


upon the firſt opening of her Mind to him, the Vanity and 


Ambition of ſo great an Honour would bring him over to 


her. But ſhe made this Judgment upon Jeſeph, more upon 


the Conſideration of the Narrowneſs of his preſent Conditi- 
on, than upon any Reaſon ſhe had to ſuſpect the unchange- 
able Dignity of his Soul. However, in this Confidence and 
Opinion, ſhe gave him to underſtand by broad Signs that 
ſhe had a mind to ly with him. He begg'd of her n the 
very firſt Motion, to go no further upon that Subjec; for he 
could not be ſo ungrateful as to betray ſo kind a Maſter, and 
to pay him with Treachery and Affront for all the Obligati- 
ons he laid upon him. He deſir'd her to ſmother that unru- 
ly Paſſion, and not fo much as to wiſh for any Thing that 


it was impoſſible to obtain. He ſhould account it à Glory, 


he ſaid, to ſerve her in all lawful Commands; but for any 
Thing that was diſhoneſt, he could never ſubmit to it. This 
Refuſal aid but ſet her more and more on Fire, for ſhe could 


not imagine that 7o/eph would have rejected her Offer. But 5 3 


when ſhe came to find that this would not do, ſhe fet*her 


Wits to work upon another Project. There was a great Da ; 


of Merry-meeting at hand, that commonly brought all the 4 | 
Women of Quality together. Potiphar's Wife made ieee © 


of this Occaſion to feign herſelf ſick in; took her Chamber, 


and laid hold of the Opportunity of being alone with Jo/eph. 
She got him, in ſhort, into her Apartment, and there treated...” 
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him with wonderful Tenderneſs and Reſpect, in Words to 
this Effect. It would have been much better for you, (/ays 
« fg) to have comply'd fairly with my former Requelt ; 
ce though it had been but out of a Regard to the Dignity of the 
& Petitioner, or the Exceſs of my Paſſion ; and it would have 
« ſav'd me the Shame too of condeſcending to ſome Words 
and Expreſſions that I am yet out of Countenance to think 
« of: But I hope you will now have the Wit to attone for 
< your firſt Error. If you waited for a ſecond Application, 
« you ſhall have it now a little more artificial than it was 
« before; for I have counterfeited myſelf ſick on Purpoſe 
to avoid the Jollity of the Day; and to ſhew you that I 
can quit all other Converſation for the Love I bear you. 
| « Or perhaps you might make ſome doubt before, whether 
= I was in Earneſt or not; but this is now to ſatisfy you, 
ce that I meant you no ill, by my perſiſting ſtill in the ſame 
% Mind: Wherefore take your Choice now, whether you will 
, improve this Opportunity of a preſent Satisfaction in the 
«* Embraces of a Creature that loves you, and from whom you 
e may over and above expect yet greater Things; or ſtand ' 
« the Shock of my Hatred and Revenge, if you ſhall preſume 
te to value yourſelf more upon the vain Conceit of your own 
« Chaſtity, than upon my Favour : And if it comes to that 
once, do not you flatter yourſelf into a fooliſh Confidence 
te of ſcaping, with a dry Oſtentation of your Virtue; for J 
« will certainly accuſe you to, my Huſband of an Attempt 
* upon my Honour; and when the Word is out once, true 
« or falſe, you will find more heed given to my Charge, than 
© to your Juſtification.” 3 
This Freak was accompany'd with Prayers, Menaces, and 
Tears: But neither the one nor the other, neither Compaſ- 
ſion nor Terror had the Power to make any Impreſſion upon 
his Virtue, for he ſtood firm againſt all her Threatnings, in 
an unalterable Determination, rather to abide the worſt of 
Extremities, than to yield to the lewd Importunities of a diſ- 
honeſt Appetite : Being in his own Conſcience fatisfy'd, that” c“ 
3 Ro Severity could be too much for a Man that ſhould do fo | 
© _+Þaſea Thing to pleaſe a Woman. He was not wanting nei- | 
= ther to put her in mind of her Duty, both to herſelf and 
die her Huſband, and of what ſhe ow'd to Piety, Honeſty, 
Cuſtom, and common Fame. What ſignifies (/ays he) a 
t momentary Pleaſure attended with a certain Repentance 
E © npon the Heel of it? A Heavineß of Heart for a Thing 
- once done, and an utter Impoſſibility of recalling and un- 
EF — % doing it? Perpetual Fears of Diſcovery and es 4 
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What does all this ſignifie, I ſay, in Ballance with the moſt 
« ſubſtantial Comforts, and the moſt neceſſary Duties of hu- 


man Life? Whereas in a Conjugal State, the ſelf ſame- - 


„Delights are all free, ſafe, innocent, and warrantable be- 
fore God and Man. Conſider again, how it would leſſen 
* your Authority, to make your Servant your Equal, by a 
“ ſhameful Participation in one common Crime. And pray, 


“ is it not better to truſt to a good Conſcience that fears no 
Light, than to commit Wickedneſs in the Dark, and ſpend > 

e all your Days in a reſtleſs Dread of being detected?“ Foſeph 
faid this, and a great deal more, to try if it were poſlible to 


do any good upon the Paſſion of an impetuous Woman, and 
to reduce his Miſtreſs to Sobriety and Reaſon. But all this 
was only more Fuel to the Fire; ſo that what could not be 
done with Words, ſhe attempted by Violence; catching 
hold of his Garment to force him to Lewdneſs with her. 
But Joſeph had ſuch an Indignation for this ſhameleſs Wo- 
man, that he brake looſe from her, and ſo out of the Door, 


and left his Coat in her Hand. She was at firſt miſerably 
diſtracted, and betwixt the Sting of the Repulſe and the 
Fear of being diſcover'd ; but coming in an Inſtant to a Re- 


folution of out-facing the whole Story and turning it upon 
Foſeph, by which means ſhe conſulted her Security and her 
Revenge both in one, ſhe kept herſelf cloſe to her Chamber, 


all in Tears and Trouble, imputing the Paſſion ſhe was in 


an Indignity offer'd to her Honour, While ſhe was in this 
Diſorder and Confuſion, in comes her Huſband ;_ who, ta- 
king notice of ſomewhat very extraordinary, enter d pre- 
ſently into a ſtrict Enquiry what might be the Matter. A- 
las ! My dear Huſband (/ays he) you will not deſerve to 
« live unleſs you make an Example of this perfidious inſen- 
* ſible Wretch yogr Man. He has forgotten what he was 
« when you took him into your Houſe ; how kindly and re- 
„ ſpefully he has been treated here, to a Degree beyond 


at the Diſappointment of her Luſt to the ſcrupulous Senſe of 


„ his very Hope as well as his Deſert ; the Charge of your 


« whole Family is committed to him; the Command of 


e the reſt of your Servants, and the Truſt of all you have. 
% What will you think of this Fellow now, that, in requital  _ 
* of all your Bounties and good Offices, could have the Ima 


* pudence to offer at the Violation of your Bed; and to 


* take the Opportunity of this Day of Freedom, when you 
* were out of the Way, to break in upon my Privacy and 


* preſs the Enjoyment of his beaſtly Ends? This thankleſs 
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& Villain that was effectually the Maſter of all other Things 
& under your Roof! Would nothing ſerve him but he muſt 
&« have your Wife too? What a Countenance of Modeſty 
& did this Wretch put on for a Blind to his Maſter, and not 
one Grain of it in his Diſpoſition and Nature! Nay fur- 
ther, /ays ſhe, in Confirmation of all I have ſaid, here is 
& his Garment too, that I laid hold of when he would have 
5 forc'd. me, and he was fain to leave it behind him upon 
& the Struggle.” 9 

This plauſible Courſe of Words, and the Tears that went 
along with them, wrought ſo effectually upon the eaſie Cre- 
dulity and Affection of Potiphar, that being throughly fatis- 
fied with the Virtue of his Wife, and reckoning himſelf as 
good as a Witneſs of it too, there was no Need or Thought 
of Enquiry or Examination, but all taken for granted, and 
his Wite celebrated for a Woman of a molt inviolable un- 


ſpotted Faith. This was enough to catt 7% p in the com- 


mon Jayl among the moſt infamous of Malefactors. 


CHAP. v. 


Joſeph falſly Accuſed, and Commutted to Priſon ; and 
what befel him there. His Interpretation of ſeveral 
Dreams. | | 
+ F9/eph, in this Condition, never troubled his Head either 
| to make Defences in his own Vindication or Remon- 
ſtrances of the Truth of the Story; but committed his In- 
nocence to the Protection of the Almighty, and bearing his 
Chains with Patience iupported himſelf with this Comfort, 
that the Power of God, who knew the Juilice of his Caulc, 
was above that of his Enemies, as it toon appear'd in this 
following Providence : For the Keeper was {o charmed with 
his Candour and, careful Diligence in all he did, together 
with the Comelineſs of his Perſon, that he diicharged him of 
his Irons, and by this Means of a conſiderable Part of- his 
Trouble; allowing him alſo a better Entertainment other- 
wiſe than the reſt of his Companions. It was with 7o/eph 
and his Fellou-Priſoners, as it is commonly with other Peo- 
ple in their Conditions, They had their Tires of talking and 
frting themſelves together, and would be naturally enqui- 
ring of one another what this and t'other was in for. 1 
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this Occaſion 7o/eph contracted a Familiarity with Pharaoh $ 
Butler, a Man much in the King's Eſteem, though ar that 


Time upon ſome unlucky Diſlatisfaftion he was a Priſoner 


there. This Butler had a high Opinion of Joſeph's Parts and 
Underſtanding, and ſo took Liberty to tell him of a Dream 
he had, and to conſult Jeſeph about the unriddling of it. He 
was very unhappy, he /aid, to be not only fallen under his 
Maſter's Diſpleaſure, but perplexed alſo with Dreams and 
Viſions of a more than ordinary Quality. Methought I 
* faw (/ays he) Three Branches of a Vine, and a Bunch of 
** Grapes upon every Branch, all Ripe and ready to be ga- 
-* ther'd. I prefled them myſelf methought into a Cup the 


*<c King had in his Hand; after which I preſented his Majeſty 


« with the Wine, and he found it excellent.” This was his 
Dream, and he defired 7o/eph, it he had any Skill that Way, 
to give him an Explication of it. F»/eph ſpake a Word of 
Comfort to him, and bad him have a good Heart, for in three 
Days Time he ſhould be at Liberty. The King had Occaſion for 
him, and he fhould have his Place again. © The Fruit of the 
« Vine, ſays Joſeph, is a Gift of God, for the Uſe and Com- 
& fort of Mankind. God accepts it himſelf 3 in his Sacrifices: 
« Tt creates Friendſhips, compoſes Differences, diſſolves 
& Cares and Melancholy, and turns Sadneſs into Joy. #The 
King, you ſay, received the Cup and the Wine from your 
% Hand; this imports great Good to you, and intimates that 
* within as many Days as you ſaw Branches, you may aſſure 
„ yourſelf of your Dcliverance, Now, fays 7e/eph, when you 


find this to be true, think of me, when you yourſelf ſhall | 


be free and in Proſperity, do not forget thoſe you have left 
ce behind you. I am not here a Criminal, but only puniſh- 
«ed as for preferring the Duty and Honour of my Maſter 
T his Interpretation could not 
but pleaſe the Buzler, and he waited chearfully for the Event. 

Pharaoh's Chief Baker was at that Time in the ſame Priſon : 


And finding ſo favourable an Expoſition given of the Butler's 


Dream, he pleaſed himſelf in the Hope of as fair an Interpre- 
tation of a Dream of his own too; conſulting 7o/eph, as the 
Butler had done before, for the unfolding of it.“ Laſt Night 
* (/qys he) methought I had upon my Head three Baſkets, 


two of Bread, and a third of Fleſh, with other Delicacies 
« for a Royal T able. The Birds of the Air fell violently upon 
« them, and devoured them notwithſtanding all I could do 


36 fright them away.” Now the Baker expected ſuch ang 
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ther Conſtruction of this Viſion as the Butler had; but it 8 


Prove the contrary. \ For 7o/zph told bim that he 5 nok 
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fpeak ſo comfortable Things to him as he wiſli'd to do. 
The two Baſkets, ſays he, ſignifie that you have only two 
“ Days to live; and that upon the third, your Body is to 
& be hanged up, and expoſed to the Fowls of the Air, and 
& there's no Poſſibility of avoiding at.” 

Every Thing came to pals as Jeſeph had foretold it; for up- 


on the preciſe Day according to his Prediction, the Feſtival of 


. Pharaoh's Birth-Day, the King order'd the Baker to be hang'd 
up, and the Butler to be reſtor'd to his Office. When 7o/eph 
had been two Years a Priſoner, and as a Man utterly forgot- 
ten by the ungrateful Butler, Providence made uſe of this 

Means for his Deliverance. Pharaoh had two Dreams in one 
Night, and the Viſion was expounded to him : He remem- 

| ber'd the Dreams; but forgot the Interpretation of them any 
further, than that in general they boded him no good. This 
ran ſo much in Pharaoh's Head, that he ſummon'd a Convo- 
cation of the Learnedſt Doctors of the Ægyptians to attend 
him early next Morning, and to expound his Viſions. They 
met, and conſulted; but finding themſelves at a Puzzle, 
Pharaoh grew more out of Humour than before. This Occa- 
ſion brought the Butler to bethink himſelf once again of Jo- 
ſepb, and of his Skill in that Way of Conjecture. Upon this 
he went to the King, and told him of 7o/eph, and a Viſion 
of his own that he had expounded to him, while they were 
together in the Priſon. And for the greater Authority of his 
Predictions, he himſelf was reſtor'd to his Office, and the 
Batter hang'd, upon the very Day which he foretold. 7o/eph 
he ſaid, was the Servant of Potiphar, and at that Time a Pri- 


ſoner upon his Account. He paſſes for an Hebrew, and of no 


obſcure Family. You may be pleaſed, ſays the Butler, to 
ſend for him, without any Exception to the Meanneſs of his 
reſent Condition; for he will certainly inform your Ma- 
jeſty in what you deſire to know. Let him be call'd im- 
mediately, ſays the King; and ſo the Servants went in all 


haſte, and brought him. | Pharaoh treated the Young Man 


very reſpectfully, and taking him by the Right-hand, ſpake 
0 him courteoully after this Manner. There is a Servant 
* of mine, /ays be, that hath given you the Character of a 


on « wiſe Man: He tells me that he hath found you ſo himſelf, 


* and very curious in one particular Faculty, wherein I have 
- «© at this Inſtant a ſpecial Occaſion to emplay you. He tells 


ei me you have a ſingular Talent in expounding of Dreams, 
and that you unriddled one for him; pray do as much for 
ONS . 5 3 2 3 | | "3 46 


me, 


* al # 

V 4, 
1 8 þ . 
1 . WH " * 


160 — Jewisn AnrTiQuiTifs. Book II. 


Took f. 
c me, and I ſhall take it very kindly ; but be ſure you make 
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« Things neither more nor leſs than they are, either for Fear 
ce or Favour ; but ſpeak the Truth freely, whether it makes 
« for me or againſt me, I was walking, methought, along 
ce the River, and I ſaw ſeven Large and-well-fed Cattle come 


„ out of it, and go their ways toward g Paſture : After 


& which I ſaw ſeven Lean ill- favour'd Beaſts coming from 
ce the Paſture to the River: They met, methought, and the 


„ (ſeven Lean Ones devour'd the Fat, and were never the 


« fuller for it.” After this Viſion I waked ; and while my 
Thoughts were at work upon the Nature of Dreams, I dos'd 
upon it, and dropping aſleep inſenſibly had a more wonder- 
ful Apparition than the former, which put me into a great 
Trouble and Afﬀright. © MethoughtT ſaw ſeven Ears of Corn 
« ſprung from one Root. They were ripe and ready to cut, 
« and ſo heavy laden, that their Heads bow'd under the 
« Burden, Not far from this, I ſaw ſeven other Ears, thin 
and blaſted ; and theſe ſtarv'd Ears to my Aſtoniſhment 
« devour'd the other.” 

 Foſeph upon this, told the King, that theſe two Dreams, 
how differing ſoever in Appearance, had but one and the ſame 
Proſpect. The Ox, ſays he, is a Creature defign'd by Pro- 
« vidence for Labour and Tillage. By the ſeven Fat Oxen, and 
*© the ſeven Lean Ones; and lo by the ſeven Plump Ears of 
Corn, and the ſeven Blaſted Ones, is intimated ſeven Years 
© of Plenty to come in Xgypt; and after that ſeven more of 
Famine ; and by the Lean Oxen devouring the Fat, and the 
* Blaſted Ears of Corn the Full and Plump Ones, is given to 
© underſtand that the fir/# /even Years will not be ſufficient to 
* {upply the Scarcity of /ever others to come: Which I take 
to be demonſtrated in this, that when the Lean Oxen had 
devoured the Fat, they were not yet ſatisfy'd.” So that moſt 
certainly the Extremity will be very great. Now God doth 
not reveal his ſecret Purpoſes to Mankind, only to terrify 
and afflict them; but for a timely Warning to them, that 
they may either provide againſt or prevent the worſt. 80 
that if your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to order the laying 
up of Stores out of your Abundance in the Years of Plenty, 
for a Reſerve againſt a Time of Need, the following Scar- 
city will be the leſs grievous.” The King ſtood in Admira- 
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tion at the Sagacity and Wiſdom of 7o/eph, and fo demand- 5 
ed of him, what Courſe he would adviſe in the preſent Cass 
for the obviating of thoſe Nifhculties to come. Foſeph pr 


poſed a Regulation of Expences ; for. Parſimony, and the 
Retrenching of Superfluitics, 3 go a great Way in he 
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Work. He was of Opinion alſo, for laying up Magazines 
of Corn in Barns and elſewhere, to be deliver'd out by Al- 
lowance, and no more to be diſtributed then what was ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary for Bread and Seed. 


as with his Skill in Dreams; and ſo with great Honour to his 
Judgment and Counſel, he gave him full Power and Autho- 
rity, as Superviſor of all his Stores, to put his Project in Exe- 
cution, in ſuch Sort and Manner as he himſelf ſhould judge 
meet for the Service of his Maſter, and the Good of the Pub- 
lick. Upon the conferring of this Commiſſion, the King de- 
liver'd him his Signet, and granted him certain Privileges of 
wearing Purple, and riding in a Chariot through all his Do- 
minions. . ZFe/zph went now about his Buſineſs, ſtoring up the 
Corn wherever he came, and diſtributing among the Huſ- 
bandmen only ſuch a Proportion, as might be barely ſuffi- 
eient for their Suſtenance and to ſow their Grounds, without 
"wniling any Creature the Reaſon of all this. 


* * 
. 


K 


Joſep h highly i in the King's Favour. The Adventures 
* of Himſelf and bis Brethren upon their coming into 


pr. 


4 1 ] feph was now thirty Years of Age, and ſo remarkably 


great in the King's Favour for his admirable Wiſdom, 
that he gave him the Name of (a) P/onthomphanec, in the 
Egyptian Tongue, the Finder out of hidden Things. 


He took to Wife 4/2reth the Daughter of (ö) Potiphera, 


(e) High · Prieſt of Holicpolis, which was a Match of the King's 

- making, and a very great Honour. He had two Children 

by her before the Famine. The Elder he called Manaſſis, or 

uli vion, becauſe Fo/eph's better Fortune made him forget the 

= i ie e: The Younger Ephraim, or Reſtitution, becauſe he was 

4 "oe. * ene in the Freedom of his Anceſtors. 

E *- Foſeph's ſeven Years of Plenty in Ægypt were now paſt, and 

| in the Eighth began the Famine, according to his Prediction. 

Ihe Calamity was a Surprize, and brought huge Multitudes 
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Pharaoh was as much delighted with 7o/eph's Oeconomicks, 
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King's Gates. Whereupon 7o/eph was preſently call'd, who 
took ſuch Care for their Relief, that with one Voice, they 
celebrated him as the Saviour of the Nation. And the 
Stores were not open only to the People of the Country, but 
to Foreigners alſo: Jeſeph reckoning upon it, that the Uni- 
verſality of Mankind are, in Truth, all of a Blood, and that 
it is the Duty of Men in . to aſſiſt their Brethren 
in Diſtreſs. 3 

* Now this Miſery did not fall upon Egypt alone, but 
ſeveral other Provinces ſuffered under the like Scarcity; and 
Chanaan in particular: So that Jacob being informed that 
Strangers were admitted to deal for Corn in Ægypt, ſent all 
his Sons thither to buy Proviſions; ſave only Benjamin the 
Son of Rachel, and of the Blood of Foſeph. 

So ſoon as the Ten Brothers were come into Ægypt, they 
made their Application to Joſeph, only for Leave that the 
might have Corn for their Money. Now Foſeph was in > 
great Credit with the King, that there was nothing to be done 
at Court, but by his Influence. 7o/eph knew his Brothers at 
firſt Sight, though they knew not him; for alas! he was ta- 
ken away Young, and had now upon him the Air and Fa- 
ſhion of quite another Perſon : Beſide that no body could 


have expected 7o/eph either in that Country, or in that Poſt 


of Authority. Finding himſelf not known, and not fo much 
as any Suſpicion of him, Jeſeph reſolved within himſelf to 
make ſome Trial of his Brothers, to fee how they ſtood in- 
clin'd : And fo for a Countenance, he not only deny'd them 
Corn, but charged them as Spies, and Criminals of State. 
« My Friends, /ays he, You ſay you are Brothers, whereas - 
« you are in Truth, no better than a Cabal of Confpirators, 


and of ſeveral Nations too. How can any Body believe: © 


<< ſo many extraordinary Perſons, as you undoubtedly are, 
* to be only the Sons of one private Man? When hardly any 
{© Prince can boaſt of ſuch an Iſue.” 7o/eph*put this upon 
them to try if he could pump out any Thing concerning his 
Father, and how Matters had gone in the Family i bis 
Time; and what was become of his Brother Beam; ſor 
he was heartily afraid that they might have ſerxved him, as 
they would have done himſelf. This Way of Proceeding pur 
them all into a Conſternation : They found- themſelves in 
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nne that yon are honeſt Men.” Theſe Words went to their 
Hearts; for they fancy'd themſelves upon the vey Brink of 
Ruin; they deplored their ill Hap, and were ſti | barping 

= upon it one to another, that all this was only a Divine Ven- 

ge that purſued them for their Barbarity to their poor 


ea 


_— 


4 Thing upon the Perſon of the King or the Peace of his Go- 
« yernment. It is pure Want of Bread that hath driven us 
4 hither for Refuge, or I might ſay, that your Humanity 


cc hath effectually invited us, in granting the Freedom of 
4 your Markets for Corn to Strangers, as well as to your 
c own People, as we are informed you have. 


That we are 
e gne Man's Children, may in ſome meaſure be collected 
e from the very Reſemblance of our Faces, and it is true 
& we are ſo. Our Father's Name is Jacob, by Birth an He- 
« brew. There were Twelve Sons of us that he had by four 
« Women, and fo long as they all liv'd, Things went well 
«enough with us; but one of the Number whole Name was 
te 79/eph, being taken away, we fell into Misfortunes. Our 


« Father lives ſtill a Mourner for that Loſs, and his incon- 


e ſolable Sorrows are no leſs an Affliction at this Day to us, 


e than was the untimely Death of our deareſt Brother, We 


& come hither under your Favour, to buy Corn, and in our 
& Abſence the Care of our good Father is committed to our 
« youngeſt Brother Benjamin. 
&« ſpeak Truth or not, it is but ſending a Meſſenger to our 
ce Father to learn the Certainty.” 3 i 
This was Reuben's Speech, for the Satisfaction of Fo/zph, 
and on the Behalf of himſelf and his Brothers. Now 7e/eph, 
finding that his Father and Brothers were ſafe and well, 


9 commanded the Brethren to be all taken into Cuſtody, up- 


on pretence of calling them to a ſtricter Account at better 
Leiſure. At three Days End, they were brought to him a- 


gain; and well! My Friends, ſays 7o/eph, © Here you af- 


firm to me that you are come hither without any malici- 


ee ous Deſign upon the Government, and that you are all 
& the Sons of the ſame Father 7acch. Now for the Truth of 


te all you fay, you ſhall leave one of your Brethren with me, 
« 25 an Hoſtage, that when you ſhall have deliver'd the 


„Corn you come for to your Father, you ſhall come back 


e gain, and bring along with you the other Brother that 


u ſay you left behind. In the mean Time your Hoſtage 


ee ſhall be well uſed. This, and nothing elſe will convince 


1 . Reuben took them up ſhort, for the Vanity and Folly 
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ook late and of an unprofitable Repentance ; telling them 


_ frankly, 
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frankly, that there was no Remedy but Patience, under the 
Judgment of a juſt God upon a wicked Brood of Brothers. 
Theſe Diſcourſes paſſed among themſelves in Confidence 
that no body there underſtood Hebrew. Reuben, with this 
cutting Liberty, wounded them to the Souls, lamenting one 
to another, why they could not think of this in Time, and 
their Conſciences ſtill minding them that the Wrath of God 
was fallen juſtly upon them. Theſe Reflections put the 
Brothers into ſuch a Horror of Deſperation and Confuſion, 
that 7oſeph was fain to withdraw for fear of diſcovering him- 
ſelf, being no longer able to forbear weeping. After a lit- 


\ tle Stay, he came in again, took Simeon for a Pledge of their 
Return, and gave them a Licenſe for their Corn; but a Ser- 


vant was order'd under-hand to convey the Money they had 
paid for it into their Baggage, which was accordingly done, 
and fo they departed. | 3 | 

Upon the Return of Jacob's Sons into Chanaan, they told 
their Father the whole Story of their Adventure in Egypt ; 
how they were clapt up for Spies, and could not be believed, 
either that they were all Brethren, or had left another Bro- 
ther behind them; fo that they were forc'd to leave Simeon 
for a Pledge that they ſhould come back again, and bring 
Benjamin with-them to vouch what they ſaid ; begging earneſt- 
ly of their Father to let him go, without any further Scruple. 
Facch was not at all pleas'd with what they had done in 
leaving Simeon; but then it went to the Heart of him to 
think of parting with Benjamin, though Reuben offer'd to an- 


= {wer with the Lives of his own Children for the others Safety 
and Return. They were in a dreadful Perplexity what to 


do; and nothing {tumbled them more, than when they came 


to find their Money in their Sacks. Bur their Proviſions © 


waſting all this while, and their Wants increaſing, Zacob 


was half in the mind ſometimes to venture his Son Benjamin 


with the reſt ; for there was no Thought of ever returning to 
Egypt Without keeping their Conditions. Their Neceſſities 
preſſed harder and harder upon them, and the Brothers Im- 
portunities were not wanting neither; but nothing could 
move Jacob yet, till in the Concluſion, Judas, 4 Men of a 


bold and free Spirit, took his Father to taſk after another 


Manner. © Methinks, /ays he to his Father, You are a little 


e too ſollicitous for Benjamin. He muſt ſubmit to the Will of © * » 


“God, whether he be Abroad or at Home: And we are alta _ 


« be deliver'd to a certain Deſtruction in the Loſs of Phanwals 7} 
„ Friendſhip, for fear of I know not what that may betat 


< our little Brother: But what will you ſay now, I 
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« Egyptians ſhould deſtroy Simeon, when you are trifling and 
6“ whiling away Time about Benjamin. 'Truſt God upon the 
& main, and reſt aſſured, that I will either periſh my ſelf, 
« or bring him ſafe home again.” Jacob was at length pre- 
vail'd upon, and deliver'd up the * Child ; gave them double 
the Price of the Corn with them, and Preſents of the Fruits 
of the Land of Chanaan for the Perſon they treated with; as 
Balm, Myrrhe, Turpentine, Honey, &c. and ſo with a Flood 
of Tears on both Sides, they tenderly parted : The Father in 
a deſperate Anxiety for fear he ſhould never ſee his Sons 
again, and the Sons in as miſerable a Diſtreſs of Apprehen- 
ſion for fear this very Separation ſhould be the Death of the 
Father. They ſpent a whole Day upon this mournful Sub- 
je&, and in the End Jacob betook himſelf to his Solitude, 
and the Sons proſecuted their Journey, in Hope of ſome- 


15 what to come that might ballance their preſent Affliction. 


So ſoon as ever they came into Ægypt, they addreſs'd them- 
ſelves to Fo/eph; not a little in pain for fear the Money they 


Found in their Sacks ſhould be charg'd upon them as a Cheat. 


But upon laying the Matter before Jeeps Steward, and tel- 
ling him, how that finding their Money in their Sacks, with- | 


out knowing how it came there, they had now brought it 


back again to reſtore it ; the Steward anſwer'd them boldiy 
that he knew nothing of the Buſineſs. Their Hearts upon 
this were a little more at Eaſe ; eſpecially when they ſaw 
their Brother Simeon at Liberty. Jeſeph, by this Time, was 
come from waiting upon the King, and while they were 
making their Preſents, he fell to alking them Queſtions ; as 
how their Father did, and the like : They told him well. 
His Fears for Benjamin were now over too ; for he faw him 
in the Company, and aſked them again, if that were the 
youngelt of the Brothers, and they told him, yes: Where- 


upon he {aid no more than this, God's Providence is over 
all Things, and ſo went out; for the Tears ſtanding in his 


yes, he was ſo full, he could not conceal it. That Even- 
ing he gave them an Invitation to Supper with him, where 


he ranged them in the ſame Order they uſed in their Father's 
Houſe, treating them all with exceeding Courteſie, but Ben- 


wr, famin's Portion was double to any of the reſt. 


After Supper, when the Company was retir'd; Toſeph or- 


© gder'd the meaſuring of their Corn, and bad his Steward put 
the Money into their Sacks, as before, and to convey into 
Beamin's Sack a certain Siluer Cup that he himſelf had a 
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ther without him. This was all done, according to Order. 


cry'd, that, when ſome body had put the Corn- money into 


of them ſhould be found guilty, they were all willing to ſuf- 


N — ccm 


particular Fancy for. This he did to try whether they would 
ſtand by Benjamin, in caſe he ſhould be charged with the 
Theft ; or leave him in the Lurch, and ſo return to their Fa- 


By Break of Day the next Morning, they ſet forward for their 
Journey, not dreaming of any Trick to be put upon them, 
and mightily pleas'd at the Thought that they had got Simeon 
fafe, and Benjamin fo far on his Way back again, according 

to their Engagement. As they were Travelling on, they 
found themſelves all on a ſudden ſurrounded with Troops of 
Horſe, and the Servant among them that put the Cp into 
the Sack. This Surprize tranſported them into Clamours and 
Exclammations againſt the Inhumanity of ſuch a Practice from 
the ſame People that had but juſt now treated them with ſo 
much Hoſpitality and Honour. The Ægyptiaus, on the other 
Side, called them a Pack of Raſcals, for returning only In- 
juries where they had received ſo many Civilities and-Benes- - - 
fits; but they ſhould pay for their Thieving and Roguery © - 
in Time convenient. They might put ſhuffling Tricks, they 
ſaid, upon the Butler; but there was an All-ſeeing Eye above 
that would certainly find them out. They had brought Mat- 
ters now to ſuch a Paſs, that there was nothing to be expected, 
but immediately to receive the juſt Reward of their Treachery. 
At this infolent Rate, they bluttur'd and ſwagger'd; but the 
Servant above all the reſt : Inſomuch that the poor Wretches, 
that were ignorant of the Plot, took him to be no better than 

a Mad-man. They were likely Men indeed to pilfer, they 


their Sacks again, had the Honeſty to reſtore it; and nothing 
but their own: Conſciences to witneſs againſt. them: But 
Searching, they ſaid, would do more then Fending and Pro- 
ving ; and ſo without any more Words they offer'd-up them- 
ſelves, Bagg and Baggage, to the Scrutiny, and if any one 


fer for it; ſo ſecure did they reckon themſelves in the Con» 
ſcience of their own Innocence. The Ægyptians took them 
at their Words, and fell to Searching: But Heaven forbid, 
they cry'd, if any one of them ſhould be detected, the Innocent 3 
ſhould ſuffer for the Guilty. They took them in Order, and ſo _ 8 
paſſed from one to the other, till they came at laſt to Bens 
jamin : All the reſt were now ſafe and clear, and they made 
nd doubt of finding him fo too; only they grumbled at de 
Importunity of theſe, impertinent People, that had been ſuch _ 
a Hindrance to them in their Journey. Being now come to 
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Benjamin's Sack, * out came the Silver Cup; which they that 
put it there could have found out as well at firſt, if the Me- 
thod of the Contrivance would have born it. Upon this 
Diſcovery, they all brake out into Tears; extravagant Acti- 
ons, and paſſionate Lamentations ; tearing their Garments, 
and crying out like Men diſtracted, their Brother was un- 
done, what would become of that poor Brother of theirs ! 
How ſhould they anſwer for him to his Father ! and then 
to miſcarry now too, when they thought all was over ! It 


Was not for nothing, they cry'd, that the good Man was fo 


unwilling to part with him, and we muſt be preſſing of him 
to let him go : So that our Father is ruin'd, and the Blame 
of all this muſt be laid at our Door, | 

The Officers carry'd Benjamin away to Joſeph, and his Com- 
panions went along with him. Benjamin being now a Pri- 
ſoner, and his Brethren in ſo ſorrowful a Plight, 7o/eph look- 
ing upon them, reproach'd them in Words to this Purpoſe: 


4% And is it fo then, ſays he, You vileſt of Men, that without 


& any regard either to the good Offices of Hoſpitality, or to 
ce the Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, you ſhould put o 


ce ungrateful an Aﬀront upon your Patron and Benefactor?“ 

The Brothers interpoſing their Requeſts, that their Lives 

might be accepted of in exchange for that of their unfortu- 
nate Brother. And then they were up with 7o/eph's Name 


over and over again, how happy it was for him, that he was 
dut of this miſerable Life, (at leaſt if fo he was) or if yet 
Living, how much it was to his Honour, that the ſevere 
Vengeance of God ſhould be inflifted upon them for his Sake, 
They went off, taking the Blame upon themſelves, as the 


Authors and Inſtruments of their Father's Afflictions, in Re- 


viving his old Sorrows with this new one ; Reuben, at every 
turn, reproaching them with the execrable Murder of their 


Brother. ep, as upon Conſideration, told them at length, 


that truly for the Innocent, as he did not think it fair to 
Wake one Man bear the Puniſhment of another Man's Tranſ- 
greftion, ſo. neither did he find it reaſonable to diſcharge the 
Offenders at the Inſtance of the Guiltleſs, or to puniſh them 


b all alike, Wherefore (ſays Joſeph) you may return when you 
plwKubeaſe, and it ſhall be my Care to provide you a ſafe Paſſage; 


and for your Brother, I ſhall content myſelf with him alone 


* 


been Example. 


2 


Theſe Words ſtruct them all dumb, ſave only Judas, who 


- 


E _ was a Man of Wit and Courage, and the only Perſon that 


brought 
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brought over Jacob to part with his Son. This Judas toox 
up a generous Reſolution, upon this Occaſion, of running 
any Riſque to ſave him, as he had promis 'd his Father: And 


he 
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reupon apply'd himſelf to 7o/eph in theſe Words. © We 


cannot but confeſs, moſt excellent Governour, that the 
Fact now in Queſtion is a heinous Tranſgrefſion, and a 
Crime that deſcrves Puniſhment, The Guilt, it is true, 


falls only upon one of us, and the youngeſt ; but though 


we are not all in Fault, we are all ready yet to luffer for 
it. As to the poor young Man, we ſhould give him for 
loſt, if it were not for the Confidence we have in your 
Clemency and Goodneſs, We muſt therefore appeal from 
the ſtrict Conſideration of the Fact to the Benignity of 
your own Nature; and to your native Tenderneſs, from 
the Heat of your Indignation, Anger being'a Paſſion only 
for narrow Souls: And therefore we make no doubt but 
your Virtue and Moderation will ſet Bounds to your Diſ- 

pleaſure. For, with Submiſſion, it would not be for your 
Honour to deſtroy a Sort of People that voluntarily deliver 
up themſelves to your Juſtice, and deſire only to become 

indebted for their Lives to your Mercy: Which in effect 
would be but the Bounty of giving us theTame Lives over 
again, For when we were in Diſtreſs for Want of Corn, 
what was it, but the Diſpatch and Generoſity of your Re- 
lief, that preſerved us and our whole Family from periſhing 
by Famine ? Now to relieve Men in extreme Neceſſity for 
Want of Food, and to torgive an Offender that ſtands in 
Need of a Pardon, is but an Effect of the ſame Tenderneſs 

in another Way of expreſling it; the one Saves the Life, 
and the other Spares it. You are now but to Save whom 

you have Fed for the very End of Saving them: Which 
End is loſt, if you do not preſerve the Lives you have gi- 
ven; and in ſo doing, we ſhall become yourDebtors, not 
only for the Neceſſaries of Life, but for Life itſelf. This 
Occaſion looks, as if God himſelf, for your greater Glory, 

had furniſhed Matter expreſs for your Virtue to work 
upon ; and that the World may ſee you are as well mer- 
ciful as liberal, and take more Delight in doing good Of- 
fices to others, than in revenging Injuries done to your- 
ſelf. It is, I muſt confeſs, a generous Diſpoſition to be 
human and charitable : But there is no Ornament that 
becomes Greatneſs like Clemency ; eſpecially when that 
Clemency is exercis'd upon the Forgiving of Affronts offer'd 
to the Forgiver himſelf. Now if it be Praiſe-worthy to 
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« paſs, over, even the ſmalleſt Faults, it is little leſs than 


% Divine for a Man to moderate the Reſentment of a capi- 
| < tal Crime, and in his own Caſe too. It is not for the 
= . Sake of our own Safety that I am thus ſollicitous, but out 

ö << of a Senſe of the anxious Tenderneſs of a Father for a 
„Child, which I am the more ſenſible of, by the Experience 
J have had of the Violence of my own Father's Paſſion, 


c think our own Lives worth the ſtruggling for, were it not 
ce for the deplorable Conſequences that our Ruin would have 
<< upon our aged Father when we are gone; ſaving that we 
« have ſome Sort of Ambition likewiſe, to become indebted to 
« your Vertue, and to declare ourſelves the Monuments of 
« your Fame and Goodneſs. We do not beg for ourſelves, 
ce though a Company of young Creatures that have hardly 
ee taſted Life yet; but for an ancient Father, a Perſon waſted 
e with Time and Cares; and in his Name only we implore 
« your Compaſſion upon his Children alſo, that have all for- 
« fcited their Lives by this Day's miſs-doing. He himſelf is 
.. © undoubtedly a good Man, and it is none of his fault if we 
« are not ſo too. He has a thouſand Griefs and Terrors upon 


e worthy-a Perſon ſhould Tuffer under ſo mortal a Calamity, 
„When he ſhall hear that we are dead, and upon what Ac- 
« count, he moſt infallibly dies likewiſe. The ſingle Thought 

e of the Infamy ; nay, the very Rumour of it will kill him. 


4 great, and your Diſpleaſure juſt ; but we may yet petiti- 

< on, that the Vengeance for it may not fall upon our in- 

* nocent Father, and that for his Sake you will be pitiful to 

< us. Be pleaſed but to conſider his Age, and his Conditi- 
on; and you may conclude, that when we are gone, he 

“ neither can nor will live without us. Conſider but our 
e Father, in your own; and then in ours, the common Caſe 
e of all Fathers. There is ſomething ſacred in the very Name 
of Father; as being an Appellation, which God himſelf 

_ * vouchſafes to aſſume: And God the Father of all will 
certainly bleſs you and your Poſterity for all the Good 
.- © you ſhall do under the Honour of that common Name, 
and on the Behalf of a Father that otherwiſe muſt be left 

, © Ghildleſls. Our Lives are in your Hand, and it is at your 
Choice whether to give or take : The one you may do with 
e Joſtice, and the other will be an Act of Grace; and having 

A both indifferently in your Power, you may grant the latter 
ei Imitation of God himſelf, without putting the other ® 
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him at this Day, for fear of us; and it were great pity ſo 


We cannot deny, after all this, the Provocation to be 


18 bY 


b upon the Loſs of our dear Brother Foſeph. We ſhould not 
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cc the Streſs ; and employ your Prerogative for the Good and 
<« Preſervation of Mankind. Now the more Lives you ſave, 
« the more honourable will be your Fame, and in preſerving 
© our Brother, you preſerve us all; for upon his Safety de- 
6 pends ours, and we are never to fee our Father again with» 
cc gut him: So that whatever he ſuffers, we mult ſuffer too. 
« Neither have we, Moſt Illuſtrious Governor, any Thing 
more to crave, if we cannot obtain this, than that we may 
call be join'd in the Puniſhment, as if we had been Com- 
“ plices in the Fact; which would be much eaſier to us, than 
to be forc'd by an unſupportable Deſpair to lay violent 
« Hands upon ourſelves. I might offer further on his Behalf, 
“e that he is Young, and has not ſeen much of the World; 


« and that under theſe Circumſtances, it is a very rare Thing 
© to put People to Extremities. But to come to a Concluſion, 
«if we are condemn'd for want of a competent Defence, it 
© muſt lie at my Door; if acquitted, we ſhall aſcribe it 
„ wholly to your Generoſity and Goodneſs; adding this fur- 
« ther to your Honour, that in the ſaving of us, you give us 
© a new Life, and conſult better for us than we could do for 
. © ourſelves : But if it ſhall yet be found abſolutely neceſſary 
that ſomewhat be done for the Satisfaction of a rigorous 
; « Juſtice, I muſt affectionately beſeech you to accept of me in 
j © the Place of my Brother, that I may abide his Puniſhment, 
t * and the young Man be ſent away to his Father. Or if the 
. “Sentence ſhould be Slavery; my Body may be able to do 
e * you the better Service of the two; and Iam ready, indit- 
3 * ferently, to ſubmit either to the one or the other.“ 
* When Judas had ſaid and offer'd all that was poſſible to- 
7 ward the pacifying of the Governor, and the eaſing of his 
i- Brother, he threw himſelf at Foſeph's Feet, and all the reſt 
E after him, in a joint Mediation for Benjamin. 3 
rf #* 7/eph, by this Time, found himſelf in ſuch a Confuſion, 
ſe betwixt Tenderneſs and natural Affection, that he could no 
1 | longer act the Part of an angry Judge, but order'd his People 
It | ro withdraw, that he might make himſelf known to his Bre- 
tren, without any Witneſſes to the Greeting So that when 


d he had them by themſelves, he made a Diſeourſe to them to 
Cy this effect. I cannot, /ays he, but be exceedingly delighted 
ft * to find you ſo friendly and compaſſionate to your Brother? 
ur «© Which, I muſt confeſs, I was a little doubtful of; conſi- * 
th | © dering ſome paſt Circumſtances in my own Caſe-that were 
ng not ſo good natur'd. It was my End, in'whatÞ have now 
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« this Occaſion; which I have now receiv'd ſo fair a Proof of, 
& that I cannot impute any Thing you ever did againſt me 
&© to Gall or Malice; but the Hand of God was in it, whoſe 
ec Providence hath now made Uſe of that Action as the Means 
ce of a preſent Comfort to you, in giving us the Hope of great- 
«. er Bleſſings yet to come, by the Continuance of God's Fa- 
ec your and Protection. But ſince I am now come to under- 
« ſtand that my Father is in ſuch a State, as I could better 
« wiſh than expect; and my Brothers the tender Men that 
4 they ought to be: All paſt Injuries are as if they Had never 
* © been; and J am rather to give you my Thanks, as the In- 
« ſtruments of Divine Providence for our common Advan- 
tc tage, than to put you in mind of any Thing of old Date, 
c which at that Time perhaps carry'd a Countenance of Evil: 
« And pray let theſe Things be forgotten on your Part too, 


„ ſelves for Errors not to be recall'd, and for lewd Purpoſes 
long ſince gone and paſt that never took effect; ſince it 

& hath pleaſed God to bring Good out of Evil. Go your 
% way's back there fore to your Father, with all Joy and Com- 


„ cident his very Grief and Apprehenſion may bring upon 
e him elſe before you ſee him, which would utterly blaſt all 
e the Hopes I have of Happineſs, both in the Sight of him, 
e and in an Enjoyment with him of all the Bleſſings that I 
X e am poſſeſs'd of. Wherefore be gone, and make haſte back 
again; and ſee you bring my Father, your Wives, Chil- 
= - © dren, and all your Kindred, along with you; eſpecially at 
„ ſuch a Time as this is, for I ſhould be loth to have my 
. deareſt Friends at ſuch a Diſtance from me, when there 
4 are five Years of Famine yet more to come.” 
Mords, Foſeph embrac'd his Brothers, who could not but 
Hhurſt out into Tears and Lamentations, refle&ting upon their 
wicked Practices againſt him: But nothing went nearer their 
Hearts, than e Vonfider how baſely they had dealt with fo 
- -— worthy a Brother. They went after this to Supper. | 
= _ When the King came to underſtand that 7/eph's Brothers 
were come, the News was as welcome to him as if ſome 
gu good Fortune had befallen him, inſomuch that he or- 


5 er'd Waggons with Corn, Gold and Silver to be ſent, and 
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* done, to make ſome Trial of your Brotherly Love upon 


.< and ſet your Hearts at Reſt, without diſcompoſing your- 


« fort, and tell him the wonderful Things that God hath 
« done for you. Go, and diſpatch; for Fear of any ill Ac- 


With theſe. 


GH A P. 


PS 6 r „ les ea Pb Da Wed r 


Book II. * 72 wisn Ir! Qu: T1BS, 


CHAP. VII 


Jacob hearing how ſplendidly his Son Joſeph liꝰd in 
Egypt, gives him a Viſit there with his whole Fa- 
mly. | 
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Pon the Arrival of Jacob's Sons with their Father, they 
told him the whole Hiſtory of Jeſeph's Adventures: 

How he was, not only living, after ſo long and ſad a Mourn- 
ing for him; but in great Power and Splendour: Pharaoh's 
firſt Miniſter ; and next to the King himſelf, the moſt emi- 
nent Perſon in his Dominions. Jacob made no Difficulty of 
believing what was told him, but enter'd into a Contempla- 
tion of God's infinite Grace and Favour to him, (the late 
dark Interval only excepted) and ſo without any Delay, he 
and his People haſten'd away to Fo/eph. _ 

* When Jacob came to the Vell called the Well of the Oath, - 
he offer'd up a Sacrifice; but ſomewhat uneaſy within him- 
ſelf, for Fear the Plenty of Ægypt ſhould debauch his Sons, 
and tempt them to plant there, and ſo divert his Poſterity 
from returning to Chanaan, and the Land which God had 
promis'd him. He had ſome Scruple too, leſt God ſhould 
itrike him and his People with ſome judicial Calamity, even 

| for undertaking the preſent Journey, without imploring UW 
| | Counſel and Direction from above.: Or what if he 'himſelf 
| hould die before he came to Jeſeph? As he lay drouzing © 
with theſe Thoughts in his Head, he fell faſt aſleep; and 
| God appear'd to him in a Viſion, calling him twice by his Fe | 
Name. Jacob aſked who was there; and the Viſion made -_— 
, bim this Anſwer. © Halt thou forgotten thy God then Ja- 1 
cob? The God of thy Forefathers that never failed, either _ 
- them or their Poſterity, in a Time of Need: That God that =o 
: made you the Head of your Family, againſt your Father's _ x 
t ** liking ; and when you wen ſingle into Meſopotamia, blef- 
r | © fed you with au advantageous Match, and brought you. 
r | © back again fullf Wealth and Children: That God that 
o | © hath ſtill been The Protector and Guardian of your Family, 
and advanced your Son Foſeph, whom you gave for Loſt, 
s to a Degree of Honour next to the King in Agypt., Iam 4 
e | *©* now coming to be your Guide in your preſent Journey, and = — 
r= | ** to foretel you, that you ſhall end your Days in the Arms 
d | © of Z-/eph; that your Poſterity ſhall be powerful and fa. I 
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4 mou for many Ages, and come at laſt to the Land pro- 
« mis'd them.“ WE | 
Jacob, in the Strength of this Viſion, marched chearfully 
on toward Egypt, Himſelf, and his People, to the Number 
of Seventy Perſons. Their Names are a little uncouth, and 
I ſhould have paſſed them over; but for the Satisfaction of 
thoſe that will have us to be Ægyptians, not Meſopotamians, 
Jacob had twelve Sons. Foſeph being gone away before, 
we ſhall only give an Account now of the reſt ſeverally, and 
of their Iſſue. | N | | 
© Reuben had four Sons, Hanoch, Phallu, (a) Aſuron, and 
(b) Charmi. | | 
Simeon had ſix Sons; Jamuel, Famin, (c) Ohad, Fachin, 
' Zoar, and (d) Shaul. eb 
Levi had three Sons, (e) Gerſhon, (f)Chaath, and (g)Merari. 
* Fudas had three Sons ; (h) Salah, Phares, and (i) Zarah. 
 Phares had two Sons; Eſron, (k) Amr. 
) INachar had four Sons; (m) Thulas, Phuas, Jaſob, 
and Samaron. 1-48 | 
Zabulon had three Sons ; (n) Sarad, Elon, and-Falel. 
Jacob had theſe Children by Leah; who carry'd with her, 
| her Daughter Dinah; and all theſe together amount to the 
-F Number of Thirty three Perſons. | 
= - + 7acob, had over and above, by Rachel; Joſeph and Ben- 
famin. 
5 "uh Foſeph had tuo Sons: Manaſſes and Ephraim. | 
© Benjamin had ten Sons; (0)Bolau, (p) Baccharis, (q Aſabel, 
| Sera, Naaman, (r) les, Ros, (s) Momphis, Opphis and Arad. 


And theſe Fourteen Per ſons added to the other Thirty three, 


1 make the Number of Forty ſeven. Theſe were Jacob's Legiti- 
* mate Sons, beſide Dan and Nephthali, which he had by Bilhah. 
Dan had but one Son; and he calPd him (f) Uſes. 
5 NMephthali had four Sons; (u) Feſel, Guni, [/Jares, and Sel- 
uiii and theſe added to thoſe above, make the Number. up 
 - Fifty four. = 
Fauacob had allo by Zilpah ; Cad, and fer. 


3 2 Gad had ſeven Sons ; (x) Saphontas, Au ? Suns, fzabin, 
| Ver 


Aeris, Erocd, and Ariel. 


32 
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2 . 1 (e) Gr. Cerſemes. (J) Scr. Coath. (g) Gr. Merearios. (% Scr. Shelah. 
i Scr. Zerab. () Scr. Hamul. (I) Gr. 1ſacharos. (m) Scr. Tola, Phu- 
va, Job, Shimron. (n) Scr. Sered, Elon, Fahleel. (o) Ser. Belah. (p) Scr. 


x pin, and Ard. (t) Lat. Us. Scr. Huſhim. (u) Scr. Fahzcel, Guni, Feaer, 
Eno. : 
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; (a) Scr. Hezron. (6) Scr. Carmy. (c) Joſ. e (d) Joſ. Saules. 


Feder. (9) Scr. Aſbbel. (r) Ser. Ebi, Roſh. () Scr. Muppim, and Hup- © 
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Aer had one Daughter Sarah, and ſix Sons; (y) Fomnes, 
Iſus, Iſuis, Baris, Abar, and Melchicl. Now thele Fifteen 
added to the other Fifty four, make the preciſe Number of 
Seventy, as is ſaid before, without comprizing Jacob. 

As they were advancing upon the Way, Judas went before 
with the Intelligence to Zo/eph, that Jacob was coming, who 

reſently ſet out to receive him, and they met at a Place 


call'd Heropolis. Jacob, with pure Joy, fell into ſuch a Rap- 


ture that they had much a- do to keep Life in him; and 7e. 
ſeph's Surprize was not much leſs: But his own Danger did 
not hinder him from taking care, of his Father, being the 
weaker of the two. After this, he took five of his Brethren 
along with him, and poſted away to the King with the Ti- 
dings of their Arrival, ordering the reſt to advance by eaſie 
Journeys, The King was very. glad of the News, and en- 
quir'd of 7o/eph what Buſineſs or Profeſſion they chiefly ap- 
ply'd themſelves to. Joſeph anſwer'd, that their Employ» 
ment was wholly Paſtoral, and that they minded little elſe. 
He gave this Anſwer for two Reaſons: Firſt, to keep them 
together that they might be within Diſtance of ſerving their 
Father. Secondly, to prevent Strife, and Emulation with 
the Egyptians, by interfering with any of their Commiſſions z 
for theſe People were not allow'd to concern themſelves in 
Flocks and Paſtures. Jacob, upon his Arrival was carry'd 
to the King, who aſking him his Age, he told him, a Hun- 


dred and Thirty: And he ſaid further, (ſeeing Pharaoh in 


ſome Wonder at it) that his Anceſtors commonly liv'd a 
great while longer; ſo the King appointed Jacob, and his 
Sons to go, and live in Heliopolis, where the King had his 
Flocks and Shepherds, | | 
The Famine at this Time encreaſed grievouſly in X#gypt, 
and no Redreſs. The Courſe of the Vile was ſtopp'd that 
uſes to water the Country, and make it fruitful ; no Rain 
at all, and the Generality of the People for want of Fore- 
light utterly without e no Grain to be had but for 
that fail'd, they dealt for Land, 
Cattle, and Slavw@, in Exchange for Corn. By this means 
all came into the King's Hands, while the miſerable Multi- 
rude went, ſome one way, and ſome another, ſubmitt ing to 
any Miſery rather than Starving. Only the Prieſts preſerv'd 
their Freedom, and their Eſtates. This Neceſſity in the Con- 


cluſion. , 
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O) Scr. Jimnah, Iſbuab, 1/ui, Beriah, and Sereh their Siſter ; The 25 8 


Sons of Beriab, Hebor, and Malchiel. 1 
+ Gen. 47. . 
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| the Peoples Minds as ſervile as their Bodies; 
for they accounted nothing mean or ſcandalous, that would 
but put Bread in their Mouths, which Way ſoever they came 

at it. 
V pon the Return of the Nile to it's uſual State, and the 
Clouds to their proper Office of watering and refreſhing the 
+ Earth, the Famine began by Degrees to abate, and -every 
Thing to return to the Condition it was in before. 7o/eph 
hereupon viſited all the great Towns and Cities; call'd the 
People together, and put them into Poſſeſſion of their Lands 
again, which they had parted with to the King, reſerving a 
fifth Part of the Profits of them as a Duty to the Royal Pre- 
rogative: Charging them to be as good Huſbands for 
the King as they would for themſelves, if the Grounds 
were entirely their own. The Men were ſo ſurpriz'd with 
Joy at this unlook'd for Reſtitution, that they fell preſently 
to work upon Tillage, and Improvement, This magnani- 
mous Piece of Juſtice did mightily advance Jeſeph's Intereſt 
and Authority, both with King and People: And after this 
Conceſſion, the aforeſaid fifth Part was ſettled by an Act of 


State upon the Crown for ever. © 
_—— CHAP. VII. WE 
42 a 5 ye Death of Jacob, and of Joſepn. 


Hen Jacob had been ſeventeen Years in Ægypt, he de- 
2 FF parted this Life in the Arms of his Children, wiſh- 
Ing them Plenty and Proſperity, and foretelling them that 
* their Iſſue ſhould in Time to come poſſeſs Part of the Land of 
aan, which came afterwards to paſs. He mightily re- 
deommended to them the Generoſity of\7s/eph, for his Good- 
E nes, in returning only Friendſhip and Benefits for the moſt 
b 3 png of Injuries z and ex eſſing more Tenderneſs for 
Bis mortal Enemies than was uſual with „ to the beſt of ä 
Priends. Wherefore he laid his Command bpon them to re- 
deive Ephraim and Manaſjes, Joſeph's Children, into their a 
* Number, when they ſhould come to ſhare the Land of Ca- 8 
3 naan. (But of this hereafter.) Deſiring them at laſt, that his L 
Body might be bury'd in Hebron. He died at a Hundred for- t 
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any of his Predeceſſors, and by the Goodneſs of God he was 
crown'd with all Sorts of Bleſſings. Jeſeph, with the King's 
Leave, cauſed his Body to be tranſported to Hebron, where 
it was magnificently bury'd. But the Solemnity being over, 
the Brothers made a: great Difficulty of going back again, for 
fear of a Revenge from Foſeph, now the Father was dead, 
and no body left that could interpoſe to hinder Miſchief ; 
but 7oſeph quieted that Scruple and ſo got them back with 
him again: Beſtowing upon them large Poſſeſſions, and up- 
on all Occaſions treating them with the moſt generous Re- 
ſpect imaginable. After this, 7o/eph alſo dy'd, at the Age of 
a Hundred and ten Tears ; a Man of an exact and punctual 
Virtue ; of a wonderful practical Prudence,' and one that 
made {o modeſt a Uſe of his Power, that no Calumny would 
ſtick to him; no, not ſo much as that of Potiphar's Wife. 
In fine, he maſter'd all Difficulties, and was advanced to the , 
higheſt Sration in the Government, and no Man either to 
envy or to beſpatter him. Thereſt of the Brethren liv'd and 
dy'd happily in Ægypt too, and their Bodies afterward, by 
their Poſterity tranſported to Hebron, and there interr'd. The 
Bones of Joſeph were carry'd laſt of all out of Ægypt into 
Chanaan, according to his own Appointment, at the Time 
when the Hebrews went away out of the Country. As to 
the Hiſtory and Adventures of theſe People, and how they 
made their Way into the Land of Chanaan, we thall have a- 
nother Place for't. But it would be firſt ſeen how they came 


to quit the Land of Ægypt. 
t H PT 
: The miſerable Slavery of the Hebrews in Egypt, for 
5 400 Tears. The Birth of Moſes, and the Providence of 
t his Preſervation, by „ of Pharaoh's Daughter. = 
2 ; : 2 "= ; 
f 2 HE AÆgyptians are naturally a peeviſh, lazy Sort of | a 
2 People; abandon'd to their Pleaſures, and their very ol 
ir Souls ſet upon their Profit, let it come which Way it will. 
2— So that it was no wonder they ſhould caſt an envious Exe 
is | upon the Hebrews, whom they found (juſt in a Contradiction 
r- | to their Humour) a laborious, induſtrious People; abound. 
to 15 8 N | PPP 
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129 in Men and Treaſure : A People, in ſhort, whoſe Hap- 
dineſs they were not able to bear; beſide a Jealouſie they 
Bad that their Increaſe in Wealth and Number might make 
them dangerous. Joſeph's old Services being now forgotten, 


and the Government of Ægypt tranſlated into other Hands, 


the Hraelites were no longer teated as Friends, but as Slaves; 
for all ſervile and coarſe Offices of Drudgery fell to their 
Share ; even to the Degree of putting their Wits to work, to 
find out new Ways of Vexation and Oppreſſion. They put 
em to the Dreining of Rivers into Channels ; walling of 
owns ; caſting up of Dikes and Banks, to keep off Inun- 
fations : Nay, the Erecting of Phantaſtical Pyramids; for- 
cing them upon the Learning of ſeveral painful Trades, an 
tying them up to a perpetual Reſtleſneſs of Labour. This 
was their Life for a matter of Four. Hundred Tears. The Egyp- 
tians, on the one Hand, making it their Deſign to work the 
Generality to Death, and totally to deſtroy them ; while the 
. on the ather, patiently made the beſt of their Mis- 
brtunes in all. Difticulties, © 
While the Egyptians, were thus intent upon the deſtroying 
of them, there went a Diſcourſe about, that. made their Ma- 
lice againſt them yet more implacable, even'to.the Degree of 
| reſolving to Root them out from off the Face of the Earth. 
There was a certain Scribe, as they call'd him, a Man in great 
Credit for his Predictions, who told the King that there was 
a Hebrew Child to be born about that Time, that would be 
"a Scourge to the Ægyptians, and advance the Glory of his 
own Nation; and if he-liv'd to grow up, he would be a Man 
eminent for Virtue and Courage, and make his Name famous 
to Poſterity. This did ſo ſtartle the King, that by the Coun- 
ſetof the Scribe he order'd the Egyptian Midwives carefully 
and ſtrictly to attend the Labours of all the Hebrew Women ; 
preſerving the Females, and caſting the Males into the River, 
He committed this Truſt to thalfoyprians, as the leaſt like- 
Ito be Partial, and 2 pain . Death to them and their 


Family, who ſhall preſume to een any Child, or act con- 


trary to this Command. 


The Barbarity of this bloody Decree look'd ſeveral Ways : 


fFüirſt, as it depriv'd ſo many Parents of their Children; ſe- 
E = condly, as it made thoſe Parents themſelves acceſſary to the. 
E Murder of their own Iſſue: And then again, as they had ty” 
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Proſpect an utter Extinction of the whole Race for wantiaf 
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had foretold of, was born and brought up privately and ſafe, 
in deſpite of all Precautions, and liv'd to make good the 
Scribe's Predictions. The Matter was carry'd thus. | 
There was one (a) Amram, a Hebrew, a Man of eminent " 
Quality and Credit, that found himſelf in a great ſtrait up- . | ; 
on this Decree, both publick and private; one Way, out of | " 


aà Reſpett to the whole Nation that was to be exterminated 


by it; the other, in regard to his own Particular, for his 
Wife was then with Child. In this Diftreſs of Sorrow he 
offer'd up a Prayer to Almighty God, that be would look dots 
in pity upon a People that had never departed from his Worſhip > 
that. he would Guide and Protect them, and in his good Time 


put an end to a Calamity that ſtruck at no leſs than the Rot 


ing out of the whole Stock, His Prayer was heard, and God 
appear'd to him in a Dream, telling him that as he had not 
forgotten the Piety 4 bis Predeceſſors, ſo neither would he fail 

to reward them as he had done their Anceſtors ; incouraging 
Amram to hope for better Things. It was I (aid the Viſion) - 

* that made you (6 migary a Nation from ſo ſmall a Begin.  . 
ning: That brought Abraham, in his own fingle Perſon, *_ 
« gut of Meſepotamid into Chanann, and (beſide other Blef- 
ge gate Mn Chiloren by a Woman that according to 
the Courſe oft Nature, was paſt Child-bearing, and left vaſt 
poſſeſſions to" tHofe that came after him: To Ipmael the 
% Country of Arabia; T #64 He to the Children of Cheturah, 

&« and to Jſaar the Land Bf Chanda. You cannot (without 
© extreme Wickedneſs and Ingratitude) forget the Glory and 

& Succeſſes of all your Exploits when I fought your Battles _ 
« My Bleſſings upon Jacob and his Poſterity, who of Sevenn 
« ty Perſons only that came into Egypt, are at preſent mul 3 
&« tiply'd to /ix Hundred Thouſand, The Viſion alſo afſur'd 
him, that he would provide for the common Good of them all, 
and for himſelf in Parti- for the Child that the g- 
&« tians ſtood in ſuch Dre hos and for whoſe Sake all the He- 1m 
© brew Males were to b Death: That Child, the Vi- 3% 
« {fon ſaid, ſhould be born to him; come happily into the | 


„World; fcape all Spies; have an Education provided 


* 


; (2) Sr. Ans rumer. b 
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c“ High*Prieſthood, and it ſhall deſcend from him to his 
« Heirs for ever.” | 8 =. 
Amram, upon waking, gave his Wife Jochabel the Hiſtory 
of this Viſion, and the Diſcourſe put them both in great Per- 
plexity what to think of it: For they were now not only ſo- 
licitous for the Child, but to the higheſt Degree incredulous 
alſo of the wonderful good Things that were to come to paſs : 
But after a while, Jochabel fell in Labour, and her Pains fo 
ſhort and eaſie, that all was over before the Fgyptian Mid- 
wives could take noticeof it ; by which Providence they were 
brought to have more Faith in the Viſion. After the Child 
had been kept cloſe three Months, Amram at laſt, for fear 
of a Diſcovery that would deſtroy Father, Mother, Child and 
all at once, and likewiſe diſappoint the Prediction, deter- 
min'd to leave all to Providence; reaſoning upon it after this 
Manner. If the Child could be concealed, (as it was very 
difficult to do it, and very hazardous to attempt it) they 
mult lie in Danger every Moment; but as to the Power and 
Veracity of God, they made no doubt of it, or of his Abi- 
Y lity to ſave them : So that whatever he had promiſed, he 
= would certainly make good. Upon this Diſcourſe they came 
to a Reſolution, and framed a little kind of a Baſket of Bull- 
ruſhes, large enough for their Purpoſe ; twiſted them toge- 
ther, pitched the Joints, and when they had made it tight, 
and dreſſed it to hold Water; they put in the Child, and ſo 
committed them to the River, and to God's merciful Prote- 
ction. In this Manner it was ſet a-float, and the Stream 
carry'd it along. (a) Mariam the Child's Siſter was ſent by 
her Mother's Order to watch it on the other Side of the River, 
and ſee what became on't. This may ſerve now to convince 
the World, that jt is hot for human Wiſdom to think of de- 
feating the Will and Pleaſure of the Almighty; and to in- 
ſtruct us, that they, who for their. own Intereſt or Security, 
meditate Miſchief to other Me hough with never ſo much 
Art and Addreſs, ſhall probabh t with many Diſappoint- 
ments in the End: As they on the contrary, that chearful- 
ly reſign up themſelves to the good Pleaſure of God, ſhall 
find Relief, even by Miracle, where ordinary Means fail ; as 
in the Caſe of this innocent Child. 5 | 
Dermuthis, the King's Daughter, was at this Time taking 
the Air upon the Bank of the Vile, and happening to ſee 
ſome what paſs floating along the Current, ſhe preſently ſent 
out ſome Swimmers to bring it a-ſhore ; and what ſhould it 
. Ll ' be, 
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be, but a fair goodly Child expos'd in a kind of a Cradle or 
| Baſket, as aforeſaid, which the Princeſs was exceedingly de- 
lighted withal. Such was the Grace and Favour of God to 
Moſes, that he was preſerv'd, brought up, and provided for, 
by thoſe very Perſons that were in the Deſign of cutting off 
the whole Race of the Hebrews for his Sake. So that Ther- 
muthis order'd ſome Woman to be call'd to give it Suck: But 
ſeveral being brought, and try'd, one after another, the Child 
turn'd away with ſuch an Averſion, that they could not make 
it take the Breaſt. Mariam being there. preſent, and ſeem» 
ingly more out of Curioſity, or by Chance, than any Thing 
of Concern or Buſineſs, ſhe told the Princeſs that this would 
never do; © For, /ays ſhe, if this Child be of one Country 


„ and the Nurſe of another, it is poſſible the Milk of a Stran- 
ce ger will not agree with it: But if there were ever a He- 


% brew Woman, the Child would perhaps allow that to 
„ {uckle it.” That which Mariam ſaid ſeem'd fo reaſonable, 
that the Princeſs order'd her to try if ſhe could get ſuch a 


Nurſe herſelf. 
She went away preſently to look after one, and in a ſhort 


Time brought the Mother herſelf (whom no body there knew) . 


to make the Experiment, She had no ſooner offer'd it the 
Pap, but the Child fell to guzling and drawing of it as gree- 


dily as could be: And the Princeſs obſerving it, deſir'd 7o- + 


chabel to take Charge of the Infant; and ſhe accepted it. 
The Child had a Name given according to the Event of the 


Providence, and it was called Mo-Yes: (a) Mo, in Ægyptian, 


ſignifying Water ; and Y/es, as much as preſerv'd : So that 
putting them together, M-T/es is as much as preſerv'd out of 
the Water. This Ms/es, beyond all Controverſie, proved in 
Time the wiſeſt Man in the whole Nation, which was but ac- 


cording to what God had foretold of him. He was the ſixth = *_ 


Generation from Abraham: Amram his Father being the Son 
of Caath ; the Son of Levi; the Son of Jacob, the Son of 


— — —— — Aion oP BEA cn 
* 0 &— 

2 t 

4 1 

1 

1 


ſaac ; who was the Son of; Abraham. + DE OS | 
As he grew up, he HM a Pregnancy of Underſtanding 
* b 


much above thoſe of ears. Nay, the very Gayety of 
his little Plays and Sports was not without ſomewhat of ſe» 


rious and inſtructive in it: Doing every Thing with ſuch a- 
Grace, that in his very Childhood he gave the World to un- 


derſtand what might be expected from him in-Time to come. 


After three Years of Age, he came to be ſuch a Miracle of a a 


M4 | Child, 


a 
— 


F 
—— 


(e) Scaliger in his Notes upon the Fragment of Bero/us, Pp. 48. con- 


futes this Etymology of My/es. „ 


Pp who 4 «as 5 
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Child, for Beaut 


# — 


y and Comelineſs of Stature, that People 
would ſtop and ſtand Gazing at it with Delight and Admi- 


ration wherever they ſaw him; and his Way was ſo Charm- 


ing, that it wrought upon the moſt unſociable and moroſe 
of Men: Nor did he ſo much as move affy where, but all 


Eyes were upon him; and let People be never fo buſie, or 


Jo much in haſte, they could yet hardly leave him. 
So it was, in fine, that Thermuthis, out of a pure Affection 
to the Child, and wanting Iſſue of her own, took a Reſoluti- 


on to Adopt him for her Son; carry'd him to her Father, 


and told him that ſhe came to preſent him with a Succeſſor 
in caſe he ſhould want one. © This, /ays ſhe, is the ſweeteſt 


„ towardly Child that ever was born. I have brought it up 


* myſelf, and it was the Bounty of the River Nile that de- 
ff liver'd it into my Arms. This Child do J intend to Adopt, 
* and make yourſelf a Preſent of it for your Succeſſor,” With 
theſe Words ſhe gave the Child into the Hands of her Father, 
The King receiv'd him, and with an Affectionate Tender- 
neſs, preſſing him toward his Heart : Took off his Crown to 


© gratifie his Daughter, and plac'd it upon the Child's Head; 
who wantonly turning it up and down, the Crown fell to 


the Ground, the Child, after that, trampling upon it with 
his Feet. This Paſſage was look'd upon as an i Omen to 
the King and his Government: Inſomuch that the Scribe 


(being then at hand) bawl'd out to have the Boy kill'd ; for 


that is the Child, /ays he to the King, that I foretold you 
would be the Deſtruction of Ægypt, and he has now con- 
firm'd the Prophecy by the Affront he has put upon your 


Government, in treading your Crown under his Feet. This 
is be, in fine, by whoſe Death alone you can promiſe your 
ſelf to be fecure : And take but him away once, the Hebrews 
- have nothing more to hope for, nor the Ægyptians to fear. 


ad Thermuthis, upon this Qutcry, took him inſtantly away, with- 
out any Oppoſition from the King; it being God's Will for 
the Good of Moſes, that he ſhould not heed it. The Prin- 
= eels gave him all the Advantage da generous and a polite 


Education, which put the Hebrews Mm hope of ſome great 


= Good was to betide them. The #gyptians on the other Side, 
Vere as jealous of Michief ; but having no Proſpect of an 
* Succeſſor to the Crown that they could hope to be much the 


better for, the bloody Deſign fell to the Ground. - 
CHAP. 
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The War of Moſes with the Ethiopians. 


F Hus was Moſes born, and brought up; and ſtill, as he | 


-advanc'd further into the World, he gave every Day 
more and more, Proofs of his Character and Courage, and of 
what Conſequence his Valour and Conduct might be, either 
to his Friends, or his Enemies. As for Example. 

The Æthiopiang made an road upon the Borders of 2 
£ypt, rifling and ſpoiling that Part of the Country. The 
 #gyptians ſtomach'd the Aﬀront, and march'd out againſt 
them with an Army to take their Revenge, both for the Diſ- 
honour and for the Injury. It came to a Battle, and the 
Agyptians were routed ; ſome kill'd in the Action, and o- 
thers ſhamefully beaten home again. The A#hiopians were 
ſufficiently puffed up with this Succeſs, and follow'd the 
Blow ſo cloſe, that they were not without ſome Hope of o- 
verrunning even their whole Country. They burnt and ra- 
vag'd without Controul ; took Booty in Abundance, and 
carry'd all before them without Reſiſtance : Inſomuch that 
they march'd to Memphis itſelf, and fo to the Sea, and all 
without Oppoſition. The Egyptian: were hard preſs'd, and 
in this Extremity had Recourſe to their Divines and Oracles, 
what they had beſt ro do. The Anſwer was, that they 
ſhould call in a certain Hebrew to their Aſſiſtance. The 
King, forthwith upon this, tells his Daughter that he was 


reſolv'd to levy an Army againſt the Ahiopians upon this 
Occaſion, and that he ſhould be glad to have Mefes in the 


Head of it. The Princeſs promis'd to do her Part toward 
the engaging of him, as a Thing of great Importance to her 
Father's Service; but binding him under a ſacred Oath be- 
fore hand, that no malicious Practice ſnould be attempted 
upon the Perſon of Moſes ; caſting it in the Teeth of the 


Prieſts, how great a Shgme it was, firſt to contrive and a © 8 
viſe the Death of him, and then moſt wretchedly to implore. + 0 


his Friendſhip. 
Moſes was eaſily prevail'd upon, both by Thermuthis ang: 


the King, to undertake this Commiſſion, which was 1 4 
pleaſing to the holy Men of both Sides too. The Agypiians © 


3 ing 
. 2 Y 


Aatter'd themſelves, firſt with the Hope of Victory under his 


Conduct, and then with the Likelihood of an Opportunity, 
when their own Work was done, to deſtroy Moſes. The He- 
| brews on the otherSide,delighted themſelves with ns 
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that under the Command of ſo great a General, they might 
one Day find themſelves in Condition to ſhake off this Ægyp- 
tian Yoke, - Moſes bethought himſelf upon this Expedition 
how he might come to attack the Enemy at unawares. The 
Paſſage over Land was horribly infeſted with Serpents ; ma- 
ny of them fierce and venemous, terrible to the very Sight, 
and ſeveral Sorts among them that are not to be found any 
where elſe: Some with Wings, that ly upon the Catch, 

| and are as mortal in the Air, as upon the Ground. This 
May was fo deadly hazardous, that all People were againſt 
venturing of an Army through it: So, that, for that very 
Reaſon, he rather choſe the Inland Paſſage, than that by 
the Mile; and this he did upon a true Judgment of the Rea- 
fon of the Thing. Moſes was only in the firſt Place to pro- 
vide againſt the Peril: of this deſperate Paſſage, which he 
did by this wonderful Stratagem. The Bird 7bis is a mortal 
Enemy to all Sorts of Serpents: They fly from the Purſuit 
of it as from Deer, till they are overtaken and devour'd. 

This Bird is only fierce to thoſe Inſects, and gentle to all 
3 other Creatures. I ſhall need ſay, no more of it at preſent ; 
for the Cr-eks are very well inform'd in this Hiſtory, Now 
Moſes's Invention, to ſecure his Army againſt theſe Crea- 
* tures, was to carry with him ſo many of theſe Birds in Ca- 
ges of Bullruſhes to clear the Way for him. 

' Moſes was no ſooner advanced to this dangerous Quarter, 
1 hut he let looſe his Birds upon the Serpents, as againſt ſo 
* many Enemies, and under their Protection went forward 
without any Harm or Interruption. So that puſhing hard 
to overtake the Æthiopians, he came up with them, before 
they were aware; fought and defeated them: And having 
cut off their Retreat into Agypt, he forc'd them back again 
do their own Home, deſtroying a great many of their Towns 
and Cities, and committing terrible Slaughter upon their 
Peo le. 

* bis Victory of Moſes put new Life and Mettle into the 
Þ yptians, while the Afhigpians, o on the other Hand, had no- 
be but Death, Deſtruction, and Slavery before their Eyes. 
* 8 hey were at laſt driven into Saba, the Metropolis of Æthi- 
= epia, which Cambyſes afterward called by the Name of Meroe, 
* 3 5d a Siſter of that Name. Moſes ſat down before this 
g Place, though in all Appearance impregn able, being ſur- 
rounded by the Nile, and two other Rivers, (a) 4/tapus and 
* falling in to ſtrengthen it; which made the r 
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ſo much the more difficult: Beſide that ſtanding in an Iſland, 
and being encompaſs'd with a ſtrong Wall, it is likewiſe 
fortify'd with Ramparts, and other Works of Defence, to 
ſecure it from any Attacks or Inundations from the River, 

Moſes was not at all pleaſed with this Siege; for the Ar- 
my lay idle, and there was no forcing the Enemy to Blows : 

But while this paſs'd, there happen'd a very extraordinary 
Encounter. The King of Æthicpia had a Daughter he cal- 
led Tharbis, who had the Fortune once to ſee and to obſerve 
Moſes with his Sword in his Hand, behaving himſelf with 
great Honour and Bravery under the Walls of the Town. 
She was ſo infinitely taken with the Courage and Action of 
the Man, looking upon him alſo as the Balance of the two 
Kingdoms, having recover'd the Xgyptians when they were 
at the loweſt, and at the ſame Time humbled the Æthiapi- 
ans in the very Height of their Victories, that upon all this 
together the Princeſs fell violently in Love with him; and 
her Affection growing upon her ſtill more and more, ſhe 
brake her Mind at laſt to ſome particular Confidents ſhe had, 
and ſent them over to MH-:/es to offer herſelf in Marriage to 
him, Moſes agrecd to it, but upon this Condition, (which 
was ratity'd with an Oath too) that upon delivering the Ci- 
ty, the Marriage ſhould be conſummated, and it was ſcarce 
ſooner ſaid than done: But there was a great Slaughter 
made however of the Enemy: So that they had now only _ =» 
to give God Thanks, and celebrate the Nuptials ; and that 
being done, the Army of the Agyptians went home again 
Victorious, | : 


* 


* "> — 


CHAP Xt © 
The ungrateful Egyptians Practice upon the Life of © 


c. 


Moſes, who flys from Kgypt to Madian, 


Ut ſo far were theſe ungrateful Wretches from acknows. = 
D ledging the Benefits they had receiv'd from their Delivers == 
er and Preſerver, that they returned him only a mortal Jealou- __ 
ſy and Hatred, extending even to foul Practices upon his Pers” 
ſon, in Requital. They were afraid the Reputation and In- | 
tereſt he had acquir'd by his mighty Atchievements might 
perhaps put him in a Condition to ſet up for himſelf : And 
ſo to give a Stop to his Cariere, they exhibited an Informa- 
tion of Murder againſt him, which the King himſelf was 


* 
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| well enen h content to entertain; partly out of Envy tot 
Fame of 55 Valour and Wiſdom, and partly for Fear we 
zing in his Ears; for they never left \ parting him on to Miſ- 
ing himſelf over 
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ter him. He went his Way without finding any Thing. to 
eat upon his + Journey : So that there was no Remedy for 
Hunger but Patience. In this Condition he paſs'd travelling 
forward, till he came about Noon within a little of (a) Ma- 
gdian, a City upon the Coaſt of the Red-Sea, that took its 
Name from one of the Sons of Abraham by Cheturah, He 
was now come Within Sight of the Town, and down he fat 
by a Fountain, there to refreſh and reſt himſelf, In this 
Place there happen'd an Accident that took its Riſe from 
ſomewhat of the Cuſtom of the Country; and it gave. Moſes b 
EE an Occaſion not only of ſnewing his Reſolution and Juſtice ; 
bunt, as it fell out, of making his Fortune alſo. Water is 
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= ſo ſcarce in that Country, that happy is the Shepherd can 1 
get firſt in the Morning to the Fountain, before it be: drawn 
— Iry, and not enough left for his Cattle. At this Time, there : 
3 food by the Fountain ſeven Maiden Siſters, the Daughters 8 
of (b) Kaguel, a Prieſt, and a Perſon of great Reputation in f 
tha Quarter. Theſe Maids had their Father's Flocks under ; 
= - theirCare (which is commonly the Women's Buſineſs among - 
= theTroglodytes) and when they had taken their Proportion, 
= they empty'd it into Troughs, the better to divide it among f 
= - their Sheep; but ſome Shepherds coming up at the ſame 
Time, they forced the Virgins away from their Station, and . 
went to take the Water to themſelves. -'This was ſo brutal, 
= and ſo unmanly an Indignity to be put upon Women, that : 
= Mofes had no Patience either for the Men that offer'd the 
Prong, or for the Injuſtice itſelf. So he drove the Shepherds 
= away, and help'd the Virgins, as it well became him to do. 5 
The Daughters had ſo generous a Senſe of this Civility and 0 
Obligation, that upon returning to their Father, they gave 
bim the whole Story at Length, both of the Shepherds Rude- - 
—_— > 3 neſs 
= - + Exod, 2, (q) Gr. Madiene. Scr. Midian. (5) Scr. Reuel. 5 
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neſs and Violence, and of the Stranger's Courteſie and Re 
ſpect: Joining in a Requeſt to their Father, that he would 
be pleaſed to take ſome Notice of the Favour they had re- 
ceived, The good Nature and Gratitude of the Daughters 
was ſo highly approy'd by the Father, that he commanded 
them to bring the Stranger to his Houſe, that he might make 
him ſome Acknowledgment ſuitable to his Deſert. Moſes 
being brought accordingly, the Father told him what a Cha- 
rafter his Daughters had given of him, and how much they 
were all indebted to him for his Aſſiſtance and Protection. 
He had a great Admiration for his Virtue, he /aid, and would 

give him very ſpeedily to underſtand that he had nat caſt a- 
way a Reſpect upon an ungrateful Perſon ; for he ſhould nog 
be long in his Debt. Herenpon he took him for his adopt- 
ed Son; gave him one of his Daughters in Marriage, and 
made him Head and Maſter of all his Cattel, which at that 
Time was all one with the entire Poſſeſſions of thoſe People. 
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Of Gods appearing in the Fiery Buſh, and of Moſes's Nod. 


+T T Pon this Advice of Moſes in his Fortune, under the Fa- 

CW vour of (a) ethegleth, otherwiſe Raguel, he liv'd with his 
Father- in-Law, and had the Charge of his Flocks, which he 
drove ſometime afterwards up to Mount Sinai, where there 
was excellent Graſs and Feeding, and the higheſt Mountain 
in the whole Country. The People had an old Tradition, 
that God dwelt there; ſo that in ancient Time, out of pure 
Reverence to this Tradition, People forbare either feeding or 
walking there. Upon this Mountain there appeared a wons 
derful Prodigy: A Fire ſeen in a Buſh, the Buſh burning, the 
Flame fierce and violent, and yet neither Leaves, Flowers, 
nor Branches blaſted or conſum'd. The very Spectacle itſelf, Z 
and the Surprize of it, {truck Moſes with Aſtoniſhment; but ä 

he was much more amazed when he heard a Voice out of "nw 
the Fire, calling bim by his Name, and ſpeaking to TY 3 
How durſt you preſume (ſays the Voice) to ſet Foot upon this. 
Ground, where never any Man living trod before you, out r 
Ly > 8 —  Veneranon 


0 


+ Exod. 3. | , 
9) According to the ancient Latin Verſion, in the Original tis o 
Tetbeglaios perhaps for Zethraios, which in the Ser. is Jethro,” © 4 3 
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Veneration to the very Holineſs of the Place? Commanding 
Moſes to withdraw himſelf from the Fire, and to reſt con- 
tent with what he had ſeen, and what he was thought wor— 
thy of, as the righteous Offspring of ſo many glorious An- 
ceſtors; charging him over again to carry his Curioſity no 
further. The Voice foretold him, that through God's Aſſi- 
1 ſtance his Name ſhould be great and honourable among 
| Men; bidding him fear nothing, but go to Ægypt, where 
I” he ſhould have the abſolute Command of all the Hebrews, 
and deliver his Countrymen from their preſent Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion; for (ys the Voice) they ſhall come to inhabit « 
the Lands, and to enjoy all the good Things that their firſt 
Father Abraham was poſſeſs'd of, and by your Wiſdom be 
put in the full Enjoyments of all thoſe Bleſſings. But be 
ſure to remember, that ſo ſoon as ever you ſhall have brovght 
the Hebrews out of Egypt you offer up a Sacrifice of Thankſ- 
'giving in this very Place. Thus faid the Voice that ſpake 
to Mofes out of the Fiery Buſh. | : | 
The Prodigy of the Viſion gave 7o/es a frightful Amaze- 
ment, but the Voice-much greater. Lord, (/ays he) I know, 
4 and I adore thy Power, and fo have all my Predeceſſors 
done before me; ſo that I muſt be worſe than mad, to 
make any doubt of obeying it: But how ſhall I yet, a 
weak private Man, find either Words or Credit to prevail 
Wi2Vich ſuch a Number of People; firſt to forſake a Place, 
here they are at preſent ſettled, and then to follow me 
dé upon Uncertainties, whitherſoever I ſhall think fit to lead 
„ them? Or otherwiſe, ſuppoſing that. I had Intereſt enough 
4 to draw them after me, who ſhall compel Pharaoh to let 
„ them go yet, when ſo great a Part of the Ægyptians Hap- 
„e pineſs and Revenue depends upon their Labour ?” The 
Voice commanded him again to reſt ſatisfy'd upon the whole 
3 Matter, promiſing to be with him upon all Occaſions : And 
1 that, if there were Need of Words, the Faculty of Perſuaſion 
=” ſhould be put into his Mouth; or if of Works or Actions, he 
mould be ſtrengthen'd and ſupported. But for the fuller Con- 
=  _Armation and Conviction of Meſes, the Voice “ commanded 
him to throw a Rod down upon the Ground that he had in his 
Hand. He did ſo, and it was preſently turn'd into a Ser- 
dent, rolling itſelf in Folds, and menacing with the Head, as 
Tit threaten'd an Aſſault: And then this Serpent in a little 
Time became a Rod again. The Voice, after this, bad Moſes 
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put his Hand into his Boſom, which he did, and it came out 

=, =, again 
* Exod. 4. N . 
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a again as white as Chalk; returning in a very little Time to 

its native Colour. Moſes was again commanded to take fair 

x Mater, and throw it upon the Ground, where it ſeem'd to 

> MF be turn'd into Blood. Moſes ſtanding agaſt at theſe miracu- 

3 lous Operations, God commanded him to caſt himſelf whol- i 

4 ly upon him, and to depend upon the Aſſiſtance of an Al- 

mighty Power, which ſhould enable him alſo to work the 
ſame Miracles, and give him the Credit of a Perſon actin 
by a Divine Commiſſion, and in Obedience to the Will of 

+ God. | I 

| Upon this Deliberation, God commanded Moſes away im- 

| mediately for Ægypt, and to purſue his Journey Night and 

| Day without Intermiſſion; for the longer he ſtaid, the longer 
would the Hebrews remain in Affliction and Slavery. It was 
not for Moſes, after what he had ſeen and heard, to doubt 
of God's Power or Juſtice ; for nothing could be clearer than 
the Certainty of the Grounds he went upon. He made it 
his Petition yet, that he might have the ſame Power of 
working Miracles continu'd too in Ægypt, which he had 
exercis'd here: With this further, Supplication, that God 
would reveal unto him the Name of that infinite Power 
which he had ſeen and heard, to the end that in his Sacri- 
fices and Invocations, he might know more explicitely under 
what Appellation to offer up his Addreſs, God was pleaſed + 
to grant him his Requeſt, but it is a Name that was never. _; 
known, nor heard of before, and I dare not ſo much as men- -J 
tion it. Moſes had the Gift of working Miracles, not onyx 


 * 7 


o 


for this particular Time, but fo often as there ſhould be Oo. 
caſion for it: So that without any doubt at all of the Cer- © 
tainty of the Revelations and Predictions from the Buſh, ar 
of the Aſſurances of a Divine Aſſiſtance to go along with hirn, 
he ſettled his Thoughts in a firm Confidence of Living to ſee = 
the happy Deliverance cf the Hebrews, and the utter Con- = 
fuſion of their Zgyptian Enemies. | | _ 


8 
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Upon the News of Pharaoh's Death, Moſes and Aaron Y 1 
go into Egypt, to the New King. 27> . 
M4 had News by this Time of the Death of that Pa- | : 
| . raohthat hunted him out of the Country; ſo he pray'd 1 
Raguel's Leave to return to his Friends and Relations in 
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= | y * R 
gypt, for their common Good. His Deſire being granted, 
20 took his Wife (a) Zipporah, the Daughter of Naguel, and 
is Children by her, (5) Ger/hom and Eleazar, and diſpatch'd 
away with them into Kgypt. Now Ger/ſhom ſignifies a Fo- 
reigner, and the other, The Help of God ; becauſe it was by 


— 


the Ægyptians had laid for him. By the Time that he was 
5 Fotten near the Borders, his Brother Aaron, by God's Di- 
L rection, came to him. Upon their meeting, Moſes gave 
= him an (c) Account at large of the Wonders upon the Mount, 
and of all the Commands, Inſtruftions, and Revelations 
that he had received from God, He was met upon the Way 
a little further, by great Numbers of the principal Men a- 
mong the Hebrews, that upon notice of his Approach came 
out to bid him welcome. They had ſome Diſcourſe toge- 
ther, but Moſes finding that bare Words would not do his 
Work, he was fain to | Tow Recourſe to his (4) Gift of Mira- 
cles, in proof of his Authority, Power, and Commiſſion ; 
appealing alſo to their own Eyes and certain Knowledge, 
upon the Wonders that he wrought. This Evidence did ſo 
E abſolutely confirm, as well as it amazed them, that they 
made no longer any doubt but it was a Token of Aſſurance 
- __ from Heaven, that God would provide for the Relief and 


Hoſes 3 deep the Hebreus over to him ſo far now, 
im al 


+ 


= ans, as if they had been his own Countrymen ; and ſo he 
paſs'd on to the unſuitable Returns they had made him for 
= theſe good Offices. He told him likewiſe of the Viſion up- 
on Mount Sinai, and very particularly what God had ſaid. 


1 bons; to fix him in a firm Belief of all his Promiſes; 
pheſeeching Pharaoh, not to oppoſe Gbd's Wilbby a fruitleſs 
: 5 SLES | 


better Satisfaction, did all thoſe Miracles over again before 
g f 2 9 5 him, 
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the Aid of Divine Providence that Moſes ſcap'd the Snare 


to him, and what Signs he had given him by Miracles and 


bene i. 
Pharaoh turn'd all theſe Things to Ridicule, Moſes, for his 
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191 
him, that he had wrought upon Mount Sinai: Which put +44 
Pharaoh into a violent Outrage of Paſſion and ill Language. 7 
« You, ſays Pharaoh; a ſeandalous Runagate } Firſt you N 
« ſhew'd Egypt a fair Pair of Heels to lay Jun; oy 1 
6c you are now come back again to juggle the People out o = 
« their Wits with your Exploits of Slight of Hand and Ma- 14 
« gick. You take upon you (ſays Pharaoh) as if you alone, 
&« forſooth, were {kill'd in this Divine Myſtery ; atid vatug 
« your Reputation-upon that idle Pretence, at ſuch a rate; 
« as if the Multitude were to fall down and ei But 
after all this Vanity and Oſtentation, my Prieſts, gays 14 
© Pharaoh, I would have you to know, can do all your Feats 1% 
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* after you.” So the Prieſts were call'd, and bid to throw | 
down their Rods, which was done, and they were immedi- 
ately turn'd into Serpents. This does not move mie at all £ 
(Hays Meſes) for J am neither a Stranger to the Addreſs of the 
Egyptians, nor a Deſpiſer of them; but I may well affirm 
that the Operations I perform are as much more excellent 
than theirs, as the Power of God is above that of their Ma- 
gick, or Things divine more illuſtrious than human: And J 
ſhall make it inſtantly appear that what I do is not a Fancy 
of impoſing Illuſions upon a credulous Multitude, under the 
Reſemblance of Truth; but the very Power of an Omnipo- 2 
tent God; which will riſe in Judgment againſt thoſe Unbe. 
lievers, that ſhall ſhut their Eyes againft ſo clear an Evidence. 

* With theſe Words, he threw his Rod upon the Ground, - K 
and commanded it to become à Serpent; it did fo, and while _ 23H? 
the Magician's Serpents were winding themſelves upon the w- 
Earth, Meſes's Serpent devour'd their Serpents one after/a- + =» 
nother; and then when it was return'd to'its former Ha ne 
Moſes took it up again. | | nn 4! 

The King was ſo far from being the better for this Miracle? 

that-inſtead of 4dmiring the Power by which it was wroughe : 
he burſt out into Indignetion at the Fact; check'd fees, N 
and ſtill went on ſiding with the Ægyptians; + and the Game 
Time, ordering the Officers and Overſeers, not only to keep g 


hs 


the Hebrews to their Work, but to encreaſe their Te? 
Which was forthwith done by withdrawing their formꝶ r 7 
lowance of Straw toward the making of Brick; fo that them... 
were fain to work all Day, and in the Night fetch Smͥ 
which doubled their Labour. * n 


Moſes was not one jot diſcourag'd at theſe hard Words 
and Oppreſlions, but ſtood firm both againſt the King's Dit - 


* 
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pleaſure and the Grumblings of his own People, who would 
needs perſuade him to be quiet; for ſtirring, they ſaid, did 
but make Things worſe. But the Heart of Moſes was ſet 
upon the Liberty of his Countrymen. Wherefore he went 
again to the King, to beg Leave for the Hebrews to go to 
Mount Sinai, and offer Sacrifice to God as he had command- 
ed them: Telling Pharaoh alſo, © That there was no op- 
« poſing God's Will; wherefore he ſhould do well not to 


£ ſeem to deſpiſe his Favour, but rather let the People go, 


© for Fear of drawing thoſe Judgments upon his own Head 


c another Day, which do certainly attend the Unbelievers 


ce and the Diſobedient. In ſuch a Caſe, the very Earth and 
ec the Air, he ſaid, would fight againſt him: His Women 


d would be barren, and all the Elements would conſpire to 


« avenge God's Cauſe upon him : 


- 


All Things would go croſs 
& with him, and no avoiding it, even though the He- 
« brews ſhould leave him, unleſs it were with Pharaoh's 
«& Licenſe and Friendſhip : And rather than fail, God him- 
„ ſelf would bring it about at laſt, if Pharaoh would not,” 


WM CHAP. XIV. 
wo The Ten Plagues of Egypt. 


# 


ag 


* 


upon this Hardneſs and Contempt, the Ægyptiaus fell 


RY TH E King gave no Heed at all to what Moſes ſaid, and 
3 
WEE 


5 3 into miſerable Calamities ; wherein I ſhall be very particu- 
= lar, both for the Novelty Sake, and to ſhew alſo. that the 


* 


=" Preditions of our Prophet were not idle. Beſide, that fi- 
Fs Bally it is for the Good of Mankind to know theſe Things, 
© — both for their Caution and Inſtruction, that People may keep 


Felear of crying and provoking Sins, that bring down dread- 


4 


ful Judgments upon Mankind. 
- + In the firſt Place, the Vater of the River Nile was turn'd 


to Blood; which was the only Water they had to drink: 
And it was not ſo in Colour only, but it took thoſe with 


it as only to the Egyptians ; but to the Hebrews, ſweet and 


= 
* 


Wit's End; ſo that for Fear of a total Deſtruction, he gave 
5 FELL "Tr | | the 
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no take away his Hebrews; and be gone with them whither 


its former State. This Viſitation - was no ſooner taken off 


ſoon as the Rod was off again, he demanded their Wives 


n 


— , EE comm 


the Hebrews leave to be gone. So ſoon as the preſent Evil 
was over, he repented of what he had promis'd, and recall'd 
his Word. * God was ſo incenſed againſt him for his Falſe- 
neſs and Ingratitude, after the Plague was removed from 
him, that he preſently viſited Ægypt with another Judgment; 
which was, ſuch Swarms or Shoals of Frogs amongſt them, 
that they cover'd the Earth, choak'd up the River, and fo 
corrupted the Water that it was almoſt Death to drink it; 
the dead Frogs being turn'd to Mud, and others produced out 
of that Putrefaction. They crawl'd into their Bed-chambers, 
Cups, Diſhes, Meat, and Drink ; nothing ſcap'd them, and 
wherever they came, a poiſonous Stink went along with 
them. This fell ſo heavy upon the Ægyptians, that Pharaoh 
ſent for Moſes a ſecond Time, and told him that he might 


he pleaſed. ., The Word was no ſooner paſs'd, but both Land 
and Water were all clegr'd of the Frogs, and every Thing in 


then forgotten; for Pharaoh detain'd the People ſtill, pre- 
tending that what he had promis'd was out of Fear, and con- 
ſequently not binding; for his Will never conſented to it: "FJ 
Which looked as if he had done it on Purpoſe to make a fur- 
ther Experiment. This unkingly Breach of Faith was fol- 
low'd with a Judgment of Lice : The Bodies of the People 
bred them, and they were all cover'd with them, gnawing 
and tearing intolerably, and no Remedy; for Baths and 
Ointments did no good. Pharaoh was ſo confounded at this 
new Plague, what with the Danger, the Scandal, and the 
Naſtineſs of it, that he was half ſory for what he had done 
for he gave the Hebrews Permiſſion to go their Way; bur ſo 


and Children as Hoſtages for their Return. | = "== 
This was a Practice that exaſperated God more than the - 7 
reſt ; for it look'd as if they thought to have over-reach'd Page 8 
vidence, and as if Moſes, not God had puniſh'd the g 2 
ans for oppreſſing the Hebrews. Wherefore God ſent num 
berleſs Swarms of Flies and Inſects, and ſuch Varieties of © 
them as had never been ſeen before. They fill'd the whole 
Country, deſtroy'd the People, and cover'd the Ground fo 
that there was no tilling of it, and they that ſcap'd preſent.” - 
Deſtruction were in danger of being taken away by Diſeaſes. 
that were bred out of a poiſonous Corruption: But allthis & 
was not yet enough to bring him to a Senſe of his Sin, and a 
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Compliance with the Will of God : But he was now for let- 
ing ſome of the Women and their Huſbands go, but keeping 
back their Children. 

* The Wiſdom of God did not want Variety of Plagues in 
Abundance, and worſe then the former, to infli& upon the 
whole Nation for the Wickedneſs of an incorrigible obſti- 
nate Prince. So he viſited the Ægyptians with a Plague of 


inward Ulcers, which carry'd the People off in great Num- 


bers. | | 
| When God ſaw that Pharaoh ſtill perſiſted in the Defiance 


of a Divine Power, he ſent upon the Ægyptians a Judgment 


of Hail, in the Prime of the Spring, which utterly deſtroy'd 
all thcir Fruits and Plants that were in the Bud. This was 
not only a Prodigy in Ægypt, where they had never ſeen 


Hail before, but beyond any other that ever had been heard 


of in the coldeſt Climates : + And what the Hail left was 
d-vourcd by a following Plague of Locuſts ; ſo that the whole 
Product of the Earth was loſt for that Year. Now, one would 


have thought, if this King had not been beſotted as well as 


abandon'd, theſe Judgments would have convinc'd him of 
the Vanity of contending with Almighty God, and have 


brought him to bethink himſelf of ſome Way in Time to 


prevent his final Ruin: But Pharaoh was not ſo mad all 
this while, as not to underſtand the true Cauſe of all his Af- 


fictions; but he ſeemed to take a Vanity in the Haughtineſs 
of 2 contumacious Malice, to try Maſteries with God Al- 
mighty, which ſhould get the better of it; and in this height 


of Stomach he reſolv'd to facrifice himſelf and his People to 
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"WF his Preſumption. He came at length by Degrees to yield, 


that the Hebrews ſhould have Licenſe to depart with their 


73 Wives and Children, only leaving their Goods behind them, 
ite Zgyprians, in Conſideration for what they had loſt. 
4 did not think that Condition reaſonable ; becauſe, if 


= $6, they ſhould not have any Thing left for a Sacrifice. 

This Diſpute held ſo long that the Ægyptians were all 
© _wraptup in a profound thick Darkneſs before it was over: 
=  Severalof them periſh'd by ſeveral Ways; ſome were afraid 


of one Thing, ſome of another ; and not a few, of being all 
fwallow'd up in the fame Aby/5 together. Aſter three Days 
and Nights, every Thing came to itſelf again, and Pharaoh 


landing firm yet not to part with the Hebrews, Moſes went 

4 and ſpake to him in theſe Words. How long, /ays he, will 
1 N | ce 
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« you ſet up your own Will againſt the Will of God! It is 
ce his Pleaſure and Command that you diſmiſs the Hebrews, 
ce and there is nothing elſe in Nature to ſave you but that.“ 
The King was fo enraged upon this Liberty, that he declared 
it ſhould coſt Moſes his Head, if ever he fpake one Word to 
him more upon that Subject. Moſes made Anſwer that he 
had now ſaid all he had to ſay. But that he was well aſ⸗ 
ſur'd it would not be long before the King himſelf, and the 
Chief of his Nobiliry ſhould of their own Accords ſpeak to 
the Hebrews themſelves to make haſte to be gone : And with 
theſe Words Moſes went his Way. | 
The impenitent Obſtinacy of Pharæoß was ſo provoking, 
that God kept yet one Plague more in Store for him, which 
would be ſure to bring down his proud Heart, and make him 
diſcharge the Hebrews. He commanded Moſes to give notice 
to the People to prepare their Sacrifice on the (a) thirteenth Day 
of the Month Xanthicus, to be offer'd up on the Fourteenth. 
(That which the Macedonians call Xanthicus, the Hebrews call 
Niſan, and the Egyptians Pharmuthi.) Moſes was appointed 
to bring the Hebrews along with him, and all that belong'd 
to them: Which he did accordingly, gathering them together, 
and then dividing them into Tribes and Companies, but all in 
the ſame Place. Early in the Morning on the 14% (the Day aſ- 
ſign'd) be ing all in Readineſs to depart, they ſacrific'd, purifying 
their Houſes by ſprinkling Blood upon them with a Bunch of 
Hyſſop. After Supper they burnt the Remainder of the Fleſh, 
as juſt entring upon a Journey; and this is our Way of Sacri- 
ficing unto this Day, upon the Feſtivial of our Paſeha, which 
ſignifies paſſing over, becauſe God paſs'd over the Hebrews 
without hurting them, when the Ægyptians were ſtruck with 
a Diſeaſe; for the Plague made ſuch Havock that Night 
with the Ægyptians Fir/t-Born, that People of all Conditions 
came thronging in Troops to the Palace with Clamours to 
have the Febrews forthwith ſent away. Whereupon the King 
call'd for Moſes, and gave immediate Order for them to de- 
part, upon an Opinion that Ægypt could never be happy ſ@_ 
long as they ſtay'd in the Country; and that the Liber 3 | 
the one would be the Deliverance of the other. Several af 


the ÆEgyptians preſented them upon their going away; ſome. ; | 1 


for Diſpatch, others for Acquaintance Sake; and not without 


Tears at parting : Many of them repenting of the barbarous _ 2 


Cruelty they had formerly exercis'd over them. 
6 | O 2 1 CHAP.. 


(4) See Bocharr's Hierezicon, Part J. I. 2. & 50. p. 582, Ed. Lond 
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„ 


e March of the Hebrews out of Egypt, under the 
F Command of Moles, 1 : 


T HE Iſraelites took their Way by (a) Letopolis; a City at 
. that Time deſerted : And Babylon was afterwards built 
2 in the Place of it by Cambyſes, when he laid Ægypt waſte. 
They made long Marches, and on the third Day got to Be- 
elzepbon, by the Red Sea. There was no Proviſions to be 
had upon the Way in the Wilderneſs ; ſo that their Food 
was only Meal and Water, kneaded and bak'd into Cakes, 
and this was their Entertainment for thirty Days. They had 
now ſpent all they brought out of Agyp?, having manag'd 
| * it as ſparingly too as was poſlible, providing barely for 
* their Neceſſities, without filling their Bellies. + It is in Me- 
4 mory of this Scarcity that we celebrate the Eight-Days Fe/ti- 
val, which we call that of Unleaven'd Bread: But the Multi- 
tude of the Travellers, with their Wives and Children was 
almoſt innumerable ; for there were full e Hundred Thou- 
ſand Men that were able to bear Arms. 5 
The Hebrews went out of Ægypt on the fifteenth Day of 
| the Month of Xanthicus ; Moſes being now Eighty Years of 
Ae, and his Brother Aaron, Eighty three. It was two Hun- 
-  dred and fifty Years from Jacob's coming into Ag ypt, and 
2 Fur Hundred and fifteen from the coming of our Father 
= Abraham into Chanaan. They carry'd 7o/eph's Bones along 
= with them, being a Truſt that he had committed to the 
Charge of his Sons. | | ; 
They had not been long gone, before the Ægyptians re- 


_- pented parting with them; the King eſpecially, who imput- 
all the Calamitics that had befallen Ægypt, to the In- 
EF © chantments of Moſes, and look'd upon them to be no more 
then the Works of his Practice and Contrivance. This Fan- 
ey. brought them quickly to a Reſolution of taking Arms and 
3 g them, making no doubt at all of maſtering and 
„ nothg them back again, being tir'd and unarm'd, if 
= - - theycould but overtake them; the Difficulties of the Paſſage 
being troubleſome, even to a ſingle Traveller, much more 

-28 * 7 — | 
to a marching Army. But Meo/es had ſeveral Inducements 
Eto make choice of this Way : Firſt in caſe the Ægyptians 
f mould change their Minds, and ſend after them; the very Fa- 
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tigue of the Expedition would make them repent both the 
Perfidy and the Undertaking : And then Maſes had no mind 
to have them go by Paleſtine ; for the Philiſtins, that were 
Ene mies to the Hebrews upon the Score of an old Grudge, 
and Borderers upon Ægypt, would perhaps have broken in 
upon them, if they conld have had any Intelligence of their 
March. He led them, in fine, by the Way of the Wilderneſs, 
though a great Way about, and through many Inconvenien- 
cies, with an Intent to ſacrifice upon Mount Sinai, as 
God had commanded him, and fo away to Chanaans, | 
By that Time they were come to the Red Sea, they foun 

themſelves overtaken, and encompaſs'd by the Xgyprians, 
with an Army of 600 Chariots, 5000 Heurſe, and 200000 
Foot ; the main Body being drawn up in Order of Battle. 
They had clapt Guards upon all Paſſes, ſecur'd all Avenues, 
and ſhut the Hebrews up into ſo narrow a Compaſs, betwixt 
impaſſable Mountains and the Sea, that it was utterly im- 
poſlible for them to make an eſcape. In this Strait, there 
was no Thought of Flying ; and, if they had never ſo much 
a mind to't, there was no Means of Fighting neither; for 
they had no Arms : And then, if they continu'd where they. 
were, they muſt inevitably ſtarve : So that they had no more 


to do, they ſaid, than baſely to yield themſelves Slaves to 


ſave their Lives. In this Pinch of Danger and Deſperation, 
the whole Blame was laid upon Moſes. They had forgotten 
the wonderful Things that God had done for their Deliverance, 


and the Miracles he had wrought for the ſtrengthening oftheir- 


Faith, They were ſo exaſperated, in ſhort, with the Out- 


cries of Women and Children that gave themſelves for loſt, 


that they were upon the very Point of * Stoning their falſe ' 1 


Prophet, as they accounted him, and proſtituting themſelgess 


once more yet to their former Slavery; for they had nothing 
in Sight but Rocks, Seas, and armed Troops to encounter. 


The Outrages and Madneſs of this Headſtrong Multitude 


had no Effect at all upon the Providence and Courage of 


Moſes : His whole Truſt was in God, who he knew after ſo 


many Preſages of Liberty, would never fail hi or fuer 
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his People to fall into the Power of their Enemies m6 fame. 
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and periſh. * Pray put the Caſe (/ays Moſes,  addrefiing '," 
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« the People) that you had depoſited ſome great Truſt be 


* Hand of a Perſon that had hitherto manag'd it well ag 
on that 
© © Man for the ſame Care and Kindneſs, and in the gg Caſe : 


«« wiſely for you; might not you reaſonably depend 
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& ſpond then, where God himſelf hath taken you into his 

* Protection ; and of his own free Bounty made all good by 

© me, that might contribute to your Freedom and Security! 

% Nay, the very Pinch and Difficulty of the Caſe is an Argu- 

cc ment to inflame your Hope, rather then to diſcourage it. 

He hath brought you into this Diſtreſs, on Purpoſe to ſhew 

ce his Power and Kindneſs, in bringing you out again; even 

& to the Surprize and Admiration of yourſelves, and your 

very Enemies. It is not God's Time to interpoſe with his 

% Almighty Power in ſmall Matters: But in Caſes of judicial 

e and unaccountable Calamities, when all Hope of human 

4e Help fails us, that's the Seaſon for God to work out the 

& Deliverance of thoſe that caſt themſelves upon him: Where- 

c fore fear nothing ſo long as you have him for your Pro- 

er tector and Defender, that is able to raiſe the Lowly and 

©& the Oppreſſed, and to lay the Honour of their Perſecutors 

& in the Duſt. Be not afraid of the Ægyptians armed Troops, 

& neither deſpond of your Lives and Safeties, becauſe you 

et are at preſent lock'd up betwixt the Sea and the Moun- 

tains, and no viſible Way in Nature to come off; for the 

50d whom you ſerve is able to level all theſe Mountains, 
« and * that Ocean My His s Will, in fine, be done.” 


8 


* 


—_— CHAP. XVI. 


Y n. Ifraclites paſs through the Red fea, The e #gyptians 
= "purſue them, and are drowned,” 


= pur off Fighting till the Day following. So ſoon as Moſes 
* as come to the Sea-ſide, he took out his Rod (the Enſi ign of 
* = n for working of Miracles) and call'd upon God; 

An ring his Divine Aid and Aſſiſtance in a Prayer to this 
1 C5 Lord! (/ays he) thou ſeeſt thy Servants here reduc'd 
iets fo miſerable an Extremity, that it is not in the Power 
ot any natural Means, whether of Arms or human Poli- 
5 | 4 ed deliver us; but it is the God alone whom we ſerve 
; 8 4. and truſt in, that is able to do it. Lord, be merciful to 


E 


4 le N People that are now come out of. AÆgypt, in a pure 


WEE 5 - Sippliciy 


4 %W% 


7 ; too, over again ? What a Madneſs is it for you to de- 


Ith theſe laſt Words in his Mouth, Moſes led the Hebrews 
toward the Sea, the Egyptians looking on; who ha- 
ving them in View, and being extremely baraſs'd out with 
the Purſuit, thought it adviſeable to refreſh themſelves, and 
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« Simplicity of Obedience to thy holy Will and Command- 
“ment, and repoſing themſelves entirely upon thy gracious 
«© Promiſes. It is to thee, Lord, that we fly for Help, who 
alone canſt reſcue us out of the Hands of our unmereiful | 
© Enemies. Speak Comfort to thy Servants, and exert thy / 
«© Power; Let thy Relief be ſpeedy, and inſpire them with 
«© a new Life and Confidence, now in the Depth of their 
hs Deſpairs. Lord, we are under great Difficulties : Hemm'd 
„in with the Sea and Mountains, but that Sea and thoſe 
* Mountains are thine, and if thou doſt but ſay the Word, 
de the one {hall be levell'd, and the other turn'd into dry 
„Land: Or otherwiſe, thy Providence may carry us off a- 
“ mong the very Birds of the Air, if it ſhall be thy Will to 
& employ thy Power that Way to ſave us.” Immediately up- 
on this Prayer, Mo/es ſtruck the Sea with his Rod; where- 
upon the Waters parted and recoil'd: By that Means leaving 
a Way open for the Hebrews Paſſage and Eſcape. The Sea 
being now divided, and a Lane clear'd, Moſes took the Pro- 
vidence aright ; and putting himſelf in the Head of his Men, 
py (who with great Alacrity follow'd him) he bad them give 
1 God Thanks for the Bleſſing of ſo unexpected and unaccounta- 
75 ble a Deliverance, and in the Name of God to follow him 
8 chearfully through the Way which Almighty God had pro- 
vided for them. The Hebrews, in this Inſtant, marched for- 
ward, and the Ægyptians look'd upon them as fo many Sots 
and mad Men, to throw themſelves headlong into ſo certain 
a Deſtruction. But when they {aw them a great Way in the 
Sea, and preſſing further ſtill, without any Inconvenience or 
Impediment ; they poſted away after them, not making any 
Doubt but the ſame Road would ſerve them both. (a) They 
ſent their Horſe before: But while they were arming them- 
ſelves, and trifling away Time, the Hebrews gave them the 
Slip, and were gotten on the other Side of the Water; Jeavin 
their Enemies behind them. This happy Succeſs of the He- 
5 brews made the A'gyptians yet more eager upon the Chaſe, - 
, and more ſecure too; for they did not underſtand that his 
Miracle was not wrought for the opening of a common: Way. na oY 
to them both; and that Divine Juſtice had made Uſe-of it- 
at the ſame Time for the Preſervation of the People of , T 
and the Confuſion of their Oppreſſors. They follow d Ahe 
Purſuit however, and when the whole Army was advangd 
within Compals, the Sea return'd upon it, and drome ths e- -— 
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all. The en: of this Reflux was ya with 
high and fierce Winds and Tempeſts, Storms of Hail _ 
Rain, terrible Thundrings and Lightnings, and nothi 
ſhort wanting to make the Calamity more dreadful, or to fer 
| forth the Horrors of their Condition that fall under the Dif- 
pleaſure of an angry God. They were alſo overtaken with 
2 dark pitchy Night; ſo that the whole Army was deſtroy'd, 
and not ſo much as one Soul left alive to carry the Tidings. 
It is not in the Power of Words to expreſs the Tranſports 
of the Hebrews upon this Deliverance: A Bleſſing ſo unlook'd 
for, and God himſelf the immediate and the profeſs'd Author 
of it; beſide the Deſtruction of their Enemies before their 
Faces, to ſecure them in the Poſſeſſion of their Liberty, and 
their Oppreſſors drown'd to a Man too. God's Hand was 
fo eminently viſible in the whole Proceſs of this Affair, that 
never had Creatures ſuch Cauſe of Rejoicing. And ſo they 
ſpent that whole Night in Hymns and Thankſgivings: Mo- 
es in particular compoſing a Song in Hexameter Verſe, to 
the Honour of God upon this Occaſion. 


I have been the more particular in theſe Relations, becauſe 
I find them in holy Writ ; and let no Man think this Story 


incredible of the Sea's dividing to ſave theſe People, for we 
find it in ancient Records, that this hath been ſeen before, 
whether by God's extraordinary Will, or by the Courſe of 
Nature, it is indifferent. The ſame Thing happen'd one 
Time to the (a) Macedonians, under the Command of Alex- 
ander, when for Want of another Paſſage, the Pamphylian 
Sea divided to make them Way: God's Providence making 
Uſe of Alexander at that Time, as his Inſtrument for deſtroy- 
ing the Perſian Empire. This is atteſted by all the Hiſtori- 
= ans chat have pretended to write the Life of that Prince, 
But People are at Liberty to think what they pleaſe. 
= Phe next Day after this memorable Judgment upon the 
= Egyptians, the Winds and the Waves forc'd their Arms a- 
Pore juſt at the Place where the Hebrews had pitch'd their 
= Tents: which Moſes underſtood to be another Providence, 
5 iin furniſbing the People with Arms that they ſo much want- 
5 = ed. 80 they were gather'd together, and diſtributed among 
the Hebrews, Man by Man. After this, and the arming of 
he People, he led them to Mount Sinai, there to offer Sa- 
bee, and preſent Oblations for the Deliverance of the 
| e in Obedience to God's Command, as aforeſaid. 
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The Paſſage of the Iſraelites from Egypt to Mount Sinai. 


"Their Hardſhips by the May. Their Murmurings againſt 
Moſes. The Miſeries they endur'd by Hunger and 
'Thirſt, 711] they were reliev'd by Miracle. 


thought-of a Deliverance, was not a little damp'd 


7 ; HE Joy of the Side for ſo wonderful and un- S 
by the extreme Hardſhips they were put to in their 


Way through the Wilderneſs to Mount Sinai. Therg was 
no Food to be got; the Water foul, ſcant and bad, and no 


Nouriſhment in it; inſomuch that the very Cattle could not 
drink it, much leſs the Men : But this was the Way they 


were fain to take for Want of another. By the Advice of 


their Guides, they brought a Proviſion of Water with them 
into the Deſart; and when that was ſpent, they digg'd I 
but with very great Difficulty : For the Ground was hard, 
and the Water very bad and bitter when they came at . 
and not enough of that neither. SY 
In travelling forward, they came about Evening to a Place. 
called (a) Marah, from the Taſte of the W 5 way Marab in 
Hebreu 
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Hebrew is Bitxerneſs. They were quite tir'd with the Jour. 

ney : Beſide that, their Proviſions falling ſhort, they began 

to be pinch'd with Hunger. But however, they agreed to 

make ſome little Stay there; and the rather, becauſe of a 

Pit they had the Fortune to find there : Which though it 

could not anſwer the Neceſſities of their vaſt Numbers, there 

' was yet ſome Sort of Conſolation in it, the Country conſi- 

der'd, and that there was no more Water to be expected 

from that Place forward. This was as bitter as the other, 
and a Drink that agreed neither with Man nor Beaſt. 

Meſes found the Peoples Hearts beginning to ſink, and 
not one Word of Comfort that he could give them; for the 
Enemies they had now to deal withal were not to be encoun- 

ter'd with Wiſdom and Valour: But Men, Women, and 
SChildren were equally in Danger, and it was a hard Matter 
for him to adviſe others, that had the whole Burden of the 
common Calamity upon himſelf; for in their Diſtreſs they 
all came flocking to him, Women begging for their Chil- 
dren, Huſbands for their Wives, Men for themſelves ; and 
all imploring Relief, when there was none to be had. Mo/es 
betook himſelf to his Prayers again, that God would be plea- 
ſed to correct the Bitterneſs of thoſe Waters and make them 
ſweet. This was granted him at the firſt Requeſt, and fo he 
took a Piece of Wood that lay there by Chance, cleft it 
Length-ways in the Middle, and caſt it into the Water; 
telling the Hebrews, that God had heard their Prayers, and 
promiſed them a Supply of Water to their liking, upon Con- 
dition that they ſhould readily and chearfully do whatever 
he commanded them. They aſk'd him, what he would have 
them to do to get better Water? Why then, ſays Moſes, 
let the Well be drawn, and the luſtieſt young Fellows among 
you ſet their Hands to the Work. You ſhall find upon emp- 
d ty ing out the better half of it, that the Remainder will be 
% potable, and for your turn. They did as they were * di- 
. rected, and the Water was fo purg'd by the continual Agi- 
tation of it, that it went down with the Multitude for no 

E . contenmptible Drink. 
U Upon decamping from hence, they went to a Place called 
E Helm. The Profpett of it was pleaſant enough at a Diſtance, 
por there appear'd a Plantation of Palm-Trees ; but coming 
= mearer, they found themſelves much deceiv'd in their Expecta- 
dig, for there were but ſeventy of them in all, and thoſe but 
Darts neither; for the Droughtineſs of the Place ſtarv'd 
„ Fe „ . what- 
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Springs there, the Plants were not one Jot the better for them; 
for they never mounted ſo high, as to diſtribute their Waters 
into Rivulets for the Refreſhment of the Earth. The Soil 
was Sandy; no Veins of Water in it; or if now and then a 
Drop appear'd, it was ſo foul and dirty, there was no drink- 
ing of it. This Scarcity of Water ſpoil'd the Fruit-Trees too, 
The Multitude, upon theſe melancholick Thoughts, were ſo 
impatient under the Senſe of this miſerable Calamity, that 
they fell into direct Mutiny againſt their Leader, and laid 
the Blame of all at his Door. Their Thirty-Days-Store was 
ſpent; their Wants increas'd, and no Supplies to be got in 
the Wilderneſs. Theſe Thoughts altogether put the People 
into a downright Deſperation ; and the Senſe of the preſent 
Neceſſities made them forget all former Providences and Bleſ- 
ſings, whether immediately from God himſelf, or inſtrumen- 
tally by the Hand of his Servant Mo/es ; proceeding in their 
Ingratitude to ſuch a Degree of Outrage, that they were with= 
in a very little of * Stoning their Commander to Death, as the 
Man they ſaid that had been the Ruin of them all. While the 
People were as yet in the Heat of their Malice and Rage, 
with Stones in their Hands, and Clamours and Manaces in 
their Mouths, and nothing leſs than the Life of the Com- 
mander to pacify this Fury ; Moſes, in the Fear of God and 
with a good Conſcience, ſtood forth among them, and with 
a Grace of Language and Addreſs, peculiar to himſelf, op- 
poſed Argument to Violence, in Words to the following Pur- 
poſe. © You muſt not think (/ays he) to cancel paſt Obli- 
* gations with a Pretence of preſent Sufferings : But the Dif- 
6 ficulties, you now labour under, ſhould rather move you to 
ce a thankful Contemplation of God's Bounties and Mercies 
to you in Times paſt, even beyond all Hope and Expecta- 
tion. And why may not the ſame Providence attend you 
«© now again? Why may not this Affliction be laid upon 
“ you for a Trial, to ſee if you have Courage, Patience, and 
«© Senſe enough of Gratitude to ſtand the Teſt: And if you 
& can diſtinguith betwixt the Force and Reaſon of paſt Be- 


« nefits and preſent Troubles, as you ought to do? Havea 


Care that you do not make yourſelves unworthy of God's 

“ Favour, by Impatience under Crofles, and by Unthankful- 

«© neſs for good Turns, and by oppoſing your preſent Paſſions 

© to the Divine Will and Power; for it was God thatbrought 

« you out of the Land of Ægypt, and it is with 3 
| «an 
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& and good Pleaſure that you now contend. And fo for your 
&. Quarrel to me now, /ays Moſes, my Fault is only the obey- 
cc ing of my Maſter's Order. I have done nothing without 
..* za Commiſſion, and you cannot ſay I have ever deceiv'd 
& you.” When Moſes had laid before them the Reaſon of 
the Matter, he had then Recourſe to Inſtances, and particu- 
larly what Judgments befe] the Ægyptians for keeping the 
Hebrews in Slavery, and detaining them contrary to the de- 
clar'd Will of God: How the River was turn'd into Blood; 
and how the ſame Water, that became poiſonous to the - 
gyprians, was yet preſerv'd ſalutary to the Hebrews, How the 
Sea open'd to make a Lane for the Hebrews in their Flight, 
and how the Waters clos'd again to drown the Ægyptians in 
the Purſuit : The former at the ſame Time being Spectators 


of the Overthrow of their Enemies; and receiving a large 


Supply of Arms by that Providence too, which they were 
wholly unprovided of before : And then, how many mira- 
culous Deliverances out of the very Jaws of Deſtruction God 
had wrought for them, even beyond the Force of human I- 
magination to conceive. © Now God's Omnipotency (/ays 
& Mofes) is everlaſting, and his Providence as gracious, and 
& as extenſive at this Day as ever it was: Wherefore you 

& are not to deſpair of the Goodneſs of Heaven; but to bear 
ce all Turns and Chances with Moderation, and to conſider 
ce that the Aſſiſtance that is deferr'd may come yet Time e- 


enough, and in Seaſon : For fo long as there's Life there's 


« Hope. You are not, /ays Moſes, to look upon yourſelves 
c in this Caſe, as neglected or abandon'd ; but it is God's 
4 Pleaſure to put your Greatneſs of Mind and Love of Li- 
e berty to the Trial, and to fee whether you had rather ſub- 
ee mit to a pinching Neceſſity for Want of Meat and Drink, 
& or lead the Life of Brutes in Slavery, that are only fed and 
* fatten'd up for the Benefit of their Maſter. It is not for 
« myſelf, /ays Moſes, that I fear any Thing; for what am 
J the worſe for an unjuſt Violence upon my Perſon? But 
4 for the Sake of your Safety, I reckon myſelf bound to take 
«ſome Care of my own ; for every Stone, you caſt at me 
in this Cauſe, imports a Condemnation of the Counſels 
and the Doings even of God himſelf. | 

* Theſe Words brought the maddeſt of the Company, in 
ſome Meaſure, to their Wits again, and made them caſt a- 
way the Stones they had prepar'd for the Execution: Mc/es 
having convinc'd them of the Lewdneſs of their Intention, 
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and modeſtly imputing that to their Neceſſities which could 
not be juſtify'd in Reaſon ; though the Temptation they lay 
under might ſeem in ſome Sort to extenuate the Offence, 
Upon this, Maſes had Recourſe to Supplications and Prayers, 
and withdrawing up to a Rock he beſought God in Mercy 
to grant theſe miſerable People ſome Relief; for it was in 
his Power only to ſave them; beſeeching him likewiſe to 
forgive them their intemperate Paſſions, and to caſt all the 
Things, that they had ſaid and done amiſs, upon the Ac» 
count of human Frailty, God gave him this Anſwer, that he 
would take care of the People, and ſend them a ſpeedy Sue- 
cour. | 

Upon this Promiſe and Conceſhon, Moſes went down a- 
gain to the Multitude with Joy in his Countenance : Which 


* 


the People preſently took notice of, and in the Strength of 
that good Omen, after all their Sadneſs, put on an Air of 


Chearfulneſs themſelves too. Moſes told them what had 
paſs'd, and that God would have Compaſſion on them very 
ſuddenly: And ſo it prov'd, for ſoon after this, came a won- 


derful Flight of Quai/s. There are a World of them by the 


Arabian Gulf, and theſe Birds were ſo tir'd with croſling it, 
that they dropt quite weary into the Camp of the Hebrews, 
They look'd upon this as a Relief from Heaven ; all People 
putting in with Earneſtneſs to have their Share of the Bounty. 
Moſes went now to his Prayers again, giving God Thanks, 
both for what he had promiſed, and what he had done. 
After this firſt Repaſt, God preſently ſent them another; 
for as Moſes was at his Prayers, holding up his Hands, there 
dropt from Heaven a kind of Dew upon them, and as it fell 
it ſtuck and thicken'd. Mo/es preſently fancy'd it to be a 
ſecond Supply, and upon taſting it was overjoy'd to find it 
ſo. It was now Winter, and the common Sort of People 
would needs have this Dew to be Snow. Meſes told them 
they were miſtaken, and that this was no Common Deu; but 


ſich a Nouriſhment as they would find to be a competent 
Remedy againſt Famine : And ſo he firſt taſted of it himſelf, - 


and then gave it them to try: Who after his Example lik d 


it exceedingly well; for it had the Smack of Honey, and | 
ſome Reſemblance alſo of (a) Bdellium, and about the Bigneſs 
of a Coriander- ſced. There was great ſtriving for it in the ga- 


thering, till the Matter was order'd by an Edict, appointing 
that all People ſhould (6) gather every Day alike, and the Mea- 


ſure 


N 8 as a. Fre. 


(a) Gr. Hoomoion de te toon aroomdtoon Bdelle. 


(5) Joſe Ex biſt aſſarcona. | 922 . 1 
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ſure of an Omer to be the Proportion ; being aſſured at the 7 
ſame Time, that there ſhould be no want of that Food. This T 
ee din. favour of the Weak, that they might not be | 
aul to keep the ſtronger from taking more then | 1 
came d their Share. Whoever ſhould exceed his Meaſure, 7 
in Contempt of this Edict, did only take ſo much the more 8 
pains to no manner of purpoſe ; for wllatever they kept till Is 
the next Day was good for nothing ; for it bred Worms, and at 
turn'd bitter. There was one divine and incredible Quali- Go 
ty in this Food, that whoever taſted it deſir'd nothing elſe. m 
They have in that Country to this very Day certain Dews 1 
and Rains, that ſeem to have ſomewhat of Reſemblance to tf 
this that fell upon the Interceſſion of Moſes. * The Hebrews I 
call it Manna, and (a) Man in our Tongue ſignifies an Inter- * 
| rogation, as if we ſhould ſay, What is this? They celebrated 

this Bleſſing, with great Joy, as coming from Heaven; and 

this was their Food for the forty Years they continued in the » 
Wilderneſs. \ > 

+ After their Removal from hence to (5) Rephidim, they 

found themſelves parch'd up with an intollerable Thirſt, hav- 1 


ing met with very little Water for ſome Days before. Being 
now come into a Country where there was no Water at all, 
they began to fall foul upon Meſes again; but he left them 
for a while by themſelves, and ſtept aſide once more to his 
Prayers, Beſeeching him, that gave them Meat when they were 7 
ready to ſtarve, now to give them Drink to it when they were 
ready to choak; for the one without the other would not do the o 
Mork. God without any delay promis'd Ms/ezs a Fountain 
and a Flood of Water, where he leaſt expected it; command- el 
ing him to ſtrike a Rock near at hand there with his Rod, pe 
and that Rock ſhould ſupply them abundantly with what they al 
defir'd, beſide that it ſhould come without Labour too. Mo- Ir 
ſes having receiv'd this Anſwer went back to the People, who tr 


were now waiting with great Impatience for his Return, for 8 
they ſaw him coming down from the Mountain, looking in- of 
tently upon him, to ſee what Tidings they could read in his P] 
Conntenance. Upon his coming back to the People he told ly 
them that God would deliver them alſo from the Trouble of th 
their Thirſt, by a Way that they little dreamt of; that is to 3 
ſay, by a River that ſhould iſſue out of that Rock. They by: 
fancy'd that they themſelves were to cut up the Rock to make 85 

| i 8 | way 1 
„ Exod. 16. (a) Druſius in his Quæſt. Hebr. 1. 1. q. 62. — 


. £ and in his Difficil. loc. Exed. c. 26. rejects and confutes this Interpre- 
tation. T Exo. 17. (6) Gr. Raphidin, 
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way for the Paſſage; which would have been a hard Piece 
of Work, they thought, for People to undertake, that were 
ſpen: and half dead with Thirſt and Toil already. 79, 
quickly unriddled that Miſtake, by ſtriking the Rock wil 
his Rod; which in that very Inſtant threw out a large Stasam 
of Water as clear as Chryſtal. It was hard ta ſay whether the 
Spectators were more amaz'd at the Operation, or delighted 
in the drinking of it; for they found it ſweet and agreeable, 
and ſuch as became the Dignity of the Preſenter and the Pre- 
ſent. They extoll'd Moſes to the Skies, when they ſaw how 
much he was in God's Favour, and offer'd Sacrifices and 
Thankſgiving. We find it written in the holy Scripture, 
that is depoſited in the Temple, that God had foretold to 
Moſes this Miracle of the Water out of the Rock, in ſuck 
Mauner as we have heard. 
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CHART I 


A Confederacy of five Kings againſt the Hebrews. The 
Amalekites Routed by Joſhua. The Arrival of the 
Hebrews at Mount Sinai. | 


PHE Fame of the Hebrews was by this Time in every Bg- 
> dy's Mouth, and their Reputation fo great, far and near, 
"wh the Provinces were all 4/arum'd at it, and laid their 
eads together how they might keep them at a Diſtance, or 

elſe utterly exterminate and deſtroy them: And to this Pur» 
poſe they ſent their Ambaſſadots up and down from one to 
another to manage the Counſel of the League, The chief 
Inſtigators of this Deſign were the Inhabitants of the (a) Coun» 
try of Cobol, and the City of Petra, which paſs'd under the 

common Appellation of Amalzkites, the moſt martial People 
of that Quarter. + They had Five = at Work upon this 
Plot of carrying on a War againſt the Hebrews ; and not on- 
ly concerted it among themſelves, but drew in as many as 
they could of their Neighbours to join with them.“ Theſe NA 

People, they ſaid, were only a Vagabond Army of Fugi- YA 
© tives that ran away out of Ægypt, becauſe they would be K 3 
© no longer Slaves there, to make War upon others. pow 

the Way to deal with theſe People, they ſaid, would be, 

bes | „ without, 

— — 


> i 
1 2 
" 
va . * 0 8 8 
D . o . : SY" 3 „ 1 28 8 , Tom "9 Y 
8 K . l i x . 64 . 
A - x — q * p " þ Br 8 
- - A a Ag, 4 4 8 - x c : * F FC . e . . 
2 D F . N Y _ X n P , C = 6 - y 
" 7 * 
- a 2 = 4 
k 4g 2 2 * 33 I - 
3 4 1 — : * . 


GW, Gr. Goboliti. 5 1 Exod. 17. 
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cc without making too ſlight of them, to take them to task 


& in Time, While their Men were raw and undiſciplin'd, 


4 Army in want of all Neceſſaries, and never a plenti- 
Country to Friend that was able to ſupply them. In 


* ſhort, the Way would be to begin with them, and not 


& ſtand looking on, till they ſhould have the Confidence to 
ec be the Aggreſſors. It would be but falling upon them in 
& the Wilderneſs, before they could make themſelves Maſters 
& of any Places of Strength and Importance, and the Work 
& would do itſelf.” They laid it down as a Piece of neceſſary 


Prudence, to nip the growing Power of an Enemy in the 


Bud, and not ſtand waiting till by Succeſs upon Succeſs he 
makes himſelf ſtronger, both in Power and Reputation: And 
that it was better to prevent the Danger, than to run the 
Riſque of overcoming it. Several Men ſeveral Minds ; but 
upon the agitating of the whole Matter in the Confederate 
Council, it was reſolv'd by common Conſent to carry on an 
invaſive War againſt the Hebrews, and ſo to force them from 
their Borders. 8 
Moſes was not a little ſurpriz'd at this Reſolution, and 
his People were alſo in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, 
at the Neceſlity of ſo unexpected a War with an Enemy that 
wanted nothing, and themſelves at all Points ſo unprovided. 
He minded them of God's muliiply'd Declarations in their 
Favour ; his bringing them out of the Land of Ægypt what 
he had done for them already, and what he would do fur- 
ther: and ſo encourag'd them in Confidence of his Power and 
Goodneſs, to think of nothing but Victory. Never reckon, 
upon the Advantages (aye Moſes) of Arms, Money, and 


ec Proviſions ; but conſider, to ballance all this, that you 
© have God on your Side to fight your Battles, and then no 


% Matter for the Odds of Number and Stratagem. You 
4 have all that and more in him that is your Helper, who 


“ by his Almighty Power hath brought you out of greater 
4 Difficulties already. Have you not fonnd that God is a 


* Friend till to the Hebrews, and an Enemy to the Ægyp- 


te tians ? Witneſs his miraculous Preſervation of you in your 
© Extremities of Hunger and Thirſt, and in making that a 
* ſafe Retreat to you thorough the Sea, which at the ſame 
Time ſwallow'd up your Adverſaries. For a Concluſion 
„ (/ays he) the gaining of this Victory will put you in Poſ- 
L ſeſſion of all the good Things of this World: Wherefore 


e behave yourſelves like Men.” 


This Diſcourſe put new Life into the People, fo that Mo- 
_ fes calling the Heads and Principat of the Tribes together, 
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reſs'd himſelf to them all, both in gen neral and in particu- 
admoniſhing the young Men to h 
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rken to their Elders, 
\nculcaring to all the reſt their Obedience to their Com- 
er. They were by this Time ſo perfectly cur'd of their 
r Apprehenſions, the: they look'd upon any Thing of 
r with a Contempt, and under a kind of Impatience 
e to Action, in the ſtrong Hope and Expectation of 
Victory as would put a final End to their Miſery. In- 
1 that they preſs'd Moſes, with great Earneſtneſs, to 
hem immediately to the Enemy; and not to loſe ſo 
. an Opportunity of Fighting by any unſeaſonable De- 
hen the Soldiers were in ſo good Humour for it. +Mo/es 
this drew out a Detatchment of the molt likely Men he 
find for Service in the whole Multitude, and ſet (a) Jo- 
the (b) Son of Nur, and of the Tribe of Ephraim, over 
a Man equally qualified both for Arms and Counſel ; 
it for Piety, a Diſciple of Maſes, and one that did not 
his Mafler. He ſent out ſeveral Troops of Guards; 
o ſecure their Water, others their Tents; and ſome 
o take care of the Women and Children. All Things 
ow in Readineſs for an Engagement: The Soldiery 
as all Night, waiting only for the Word of Command 
Moſes ; who was himſelf alſo the whole Night in Coun- 
ah Joſhuah, and giving order about the Battle. When 


gan to draw toward Day, Moſes recommended it to 
ah to make good by his Actions what the World ex- 


from him upon that Occaſion, and by the Glory of 
ay to perpetuate his Name to Poſterity. He did the 
9 all the Chief of the Hebrews apart, and ſo i in courſe 
{Whole Body of the Army. 
ring thus enflam'd their Reſolutions into a generous 
of Piety and Honour, Moſes commended them to God 
> their General 7o/huah, himſelf going up to the Moun- 
The Bodies join'd immediately, with all Sorts of En- 
gement from their Leaders, and it was hard fought on 
Zides. So long as Moſes held up his Hands, the Hebrews 
al'd; but when he could hold them up no longer for 
rineſs, the Amalekites had the better of it. But Moſes 
ving this, ſpake to his Brother Aaron, and to (c) Hur, the 
and of his Siſter Mariam, to ſtand by him and hold up 
ands for him, and to take care not to let them fall again. 
3 after this were totally defeated, and had 
P beep. 


* 17. ; 


(o) Gt. bf us, (b) Nouns _ Lat. Jeſum Nava fil. (c) Gr. be 


Z ö I EL bY "Ro ? ng mr * 2 1 5 n 3 , 6 * 
+ 9 4 4 ; * Ox | 4 
2 F 2 8 
** 

= 0 E WIS AnTIQUITIES 00 

8 2 | 3. f 
\ Q 5 : 4 

3 


ce without making too ſlight of them, to take them to 
& in Time, While their Men were raw and undiſcip' 
© their Army in want of all Neceſſaries, and never a p 
country to Friend that was able to ſupply ther 
ee ſhert, the Way would be to begin with them, 3 
&* ſtand looking on, till they ſhould have the Confid 
e be the Aggreſſors. It would be but falling upon 1 
& the Wilderneſs, before they could make themſelves. 
& of any Places of Strength and Importance, and the 
& would do itſelf.” They laid it down as a Piece of n. 
Prudence, to nip the growing Power of an Enemy 
Bud, and not ſtand waiting till by Succeſs upon Suc 
makes himſelf ſtronger, both in Power and Reputatior, 
that it was better to prevent the Danger, than to r 
Riſque of overcoming it. Several Men ſeveral Mind 
upon the agitating of the whole Matter in the Conf 
Council, it was reſolv'd by common Conſent to carr 
Invaſive War againſt the Hebrews, and ſo to force the 
their Borders. 1 
Moſes was not a little ſurpriz'd at this Reſolutic 
his People were alſo in the greateſt Confuſion imag 
at the Neceſſity of fo unexpected a War with an Ener 
wanted nothing, and themſelves at all Points fo unpru 
He minded them of God's muliiply'd Declarations ii 
Fayour ; his bringing them out of the Land of &gypt- 
he had done for them already, and what he would dc 
ther : and ſo encourag'd them in Confidence of his Pow: 
Goodneſs, to think of nothing but Victory.“ Never! 
upon the Advantages (aye Moſes) of Arms, Mone 
& Proviſions ; but conſider, to ballance all this, th 
© have God on your Side to fight your Battles, and t 
% Matter for the Odds of Number and Stratagem 
« have all that and more in him that is your Helpe! 
& by his Almighty Power hath brought you out of 
* Difficulties already. Have you not found that Go 
Friend ſtill to the Hebrews, and an Enemy to the 


„ 7ians? Witneſs his miraculous Preſervation of you i 


* Extremities of Hunger and Thirſt, and in making 
_ © ſafe Retreat to you thorough the Sea, which at th 
Time ſwallow'd up your Adverſaries. For a Con 
s he) the gaining of this Victory will put you 
' © ſeſſion of all the good Things of this World: WH 
e behave yourſelves like Men.“ | 
This Diſcourſe put new Life into the People, fo th _ 
es calling the Heads and Principal of the Tribes together, 
f oo, .addreſs'd 
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addreſs'd himſelf to them all, both in gen neral and in particu- 
lar; admoniſhing the young Men to hearken to their Elders, 
and inculcating to all the reſt their Obedience to their Com- 
mander. They were by this Time ſo perfectly cur'd of their 
former Apprehenſions, the: they look'd upon any Thing of 
Danger with a Contempt, and under a kind of Impatience 
to come to Action, in the ſtrong Hope and Expectation of 
ſuch a Victory as would put a final End to their Miſery. In- 
ſomuch that they preſs'd Moſes, with great Earneſtneſs, to 
bring them immediately to the Enemy; and not to loſe ſo 
critical an Opportunity of Fighting by any unſeaſonable De- 
lay, when the Soldiers were in ſo good Humour for it. + Moſes 
upon this drew out a Detatchment of the moſt likely Men he 


could find for Service in the whole Multitude, and ſet (a) Fo- 


 ſhuah the (b) Son of Nen, and of the Tribe of Ephraim, over 
them; a Man equally qualified both for Arms and Counſel ; 
eminent for Piety, a Diſciple of Moſes, and one that did not 
ſhame his Mafler. He ſent out ſeveral Troops of Guards; 
ſome to ſecure their Water, others their Tents; and ſome 
again to take care of the Women and Children, All Things 
were now in Readineſs for an Engagement: The Soldiery 
in Arms all Night, waiting only for the Word of Command 
from Moſes ; who was himſelf alſo the whole Night in Coun- 
cil with 7oſhuah, and giving order about the Battle. When 
it began to draw toward Day, Moſes recommended it to 
79ſhuah to make good by his Actions what the World ex- 
pected from him upon that Occaſion, and by the Glory of 
that Day to perpetuate his Name to Poſterity. He did the 
like to all the Chief of the Hebrews apart, and ſo in courſe 
to the whole Body of the Army. 

Having thus enflam'd their Reſolutions into a generous 
Senſe of Piety and Honour, Mo/es commenged them to God 
and to their General 7o/huah, himſelf going up to the Moun- 
tain, The Bodies join'd immediately, with all Sorts of En- 
couragement from their Leaders, and it was hard fought on 


both Sides. So long as Moſes held up his Hands, the Hebrews 


Pprevail'd; but when he could hold them up no longer for 
Wearineſs, the Amalekites had the better of it. But Moſes 
obſerving this, ſpake to his Brother Aaron, and to (c) Hur, the 
Huſband of his Siſter Mariam, to ſtand by him and hold up 
his Hands for him, and to take carc not to let them fall again. 
| The Amaletates after this were totally defeated, and had 


P | beep . 
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* Exod. I 7 . | 
(a) Gr. 42 us, (6) News = Lat. Jeſum Nava fil. (c) Gr. Our 
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been all entirely cut off, if the Darkneſs of the Night had not 
cover'd the miſerable Remainder of them in their Flight. 
This was a Victory ſo glorious and ſeaſonable, that the 
whole Hiſtory of our Anceſtors cannot pretend to any Thing 
beyond it; (a) for it was a total and an abſolute Overthrow, 
gain'd upon an invading Enemy, and an Action of ſo great 
a Reputation, that it ſtruck a Terror into all the neighbour- 
Ing Provinces : Beſide a prodigious Booty over and above 
the Pillage of the Amalekites Camp being of an ineſtimable 
Value in Gold and Silyer Plate, curious Braſs Veſlels of all 
Sorts, minted Money, rich Arms, and Soldiers Equipage, 
Horſes, Baggage, &c. both to Small and Great, and to thoſe, 
who themſelves were but in a ſtarving Condition the Day be- 
Fore. Thus Succeſs, in fine, made the Hebrews more daring, 
induſtrious, and forward for any virtuous Exploit ; and it 
was of a mighty Advantage, even at preſent : But not com- 
parable to what it was in the Iſſue and in the Conſequences 
of it : For this Battle brake the very Hearts, as well as the 
Bodies of the Enemy, and from that Time forward, all the 
adjoining Provinces ſtood in awe of the Hebrews. This was 
the Event of the Battle; and on the Day following, Moſes 
cauſed all the dead Bodies to be ſtript, and their ſcatter'd 
Arms to be gather'd up and employ'd for Service : Rewards 
alſo to be diſtributed to thoſe that had made themſelves emi- 
nently remarkable in the Battle. He did Right alſo to the 
General, in Form, and with the Solemnity of a publick De- 
claration to the Honour of his Bravery and Conduct; the 
whole Army ſeconding that illuſtrious Character with Praiſes 
and Acclamations, The Slaughter of the 4malekites was lo 
great, that they could make no Eſtimate of the Number, and 
not ſo much as one Hebrew ſlain in the Action. Moſes erected 
an Altar after this Victory, inſcrib'd to God the Conqueror: 
Where he worſhipp'd with Sacrifices and Thankſgivings, 
foretelling at the ſame Time the utter Extirpation of the A- 
malekites, for the Baſeneſs of the Attempt upon the Hebrews, 
| When they were in Diſtreſs and ready to periſh in the Wil- 
_ -derneſs. Moſes concluded the Solemnity with Feaſtings and 
Rejoicings, treating the General, the Officers, and the 
whole Camp with Soldiery Entertainments ſuitable to the 
Occaſion. | | | 
This was the firſt Battle the Hebrews fought after their com- 
ing out of Agypt ; to the utter Ruin and Confuſion of their 
"HR | Enemies. 


() Here a Liberty is taken in the Tranſlation, yet ſo as not to injure 
the Senſe of the Author. | 
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Enemies. When they had ſpent ſome few Days in Jollity 
and Refreſhment, they march'd forward with a better or- 
der'd Army then before, and a much greater too; for the E- 
nemies Arms that were taken ypon the Rout, had much en- 
creas'd their Number. Advancing at this rate by eafie Mar- 
ches, they reach'd Mount Sinai, the Place where Moſes ſaw 
the Viſion of the Burning Buſh, which we have ſpoken of al- 
ready. This was the Third Month after they left AÆgypt. 


tl — 
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cHan mm | 
Raguel repaires to his Son-in-Law Moſes, to joy him of 
his Succeſs. 


Rꝰ uel had no ſooner heard of the wonderful Succeſs of 
| Roſes, but away preſently he went to congratulate his 
Son-in-Law, and to ſee how it fared with his Daughter Zip- 
porah and their Children. 7 was overjoy'd to fee him, 
and ſo offer'd a Sacrifice, and fea 

the Order of their Tribes and Families, not far from the 
Burning Buſh that the Fire could not conſume. Aaron, in the 
mean While, with Raguel and the reſt, chanted forth Hymns 
of Praiſe and Honour to the Author of their Safety, Freedom, 
and Deliverance : Not forgetting their admirable Leader, 
and how all Things proſper'd that he took in hand. Neither 
was Raguel behind hand in doing Right to the Army, and to 
the Dignity of their Preſerver, by whoſe Authority and Di- 
rection ſo many wiſe and brave Men were ſteer'd and go- 
vern'd. * 


— 


CHAP. IV: 


Raguel gives Moſes Advice about Religion and Govern .. 


ment ; and for the Ordering of his Army 


Aguel took notice one Day, as his Son- in Law was hear - 
ing of Cauſes, how intolerably he was oppreſs'd with 
the Importunity of attending ſo much Buſineſs; but he could 
2 2 — not 


| ®Exod. 18. 
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ſted the whole Multitude, in 


% 
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not well ſay any Thing of it at preſent, without giving an 
Interruption to'the Courſe of publick Juſtice : Beſide that the 
People had fo great a Reverence for the Authority of Moſes, 
-that they would Have been better ſatisfied to be undone by 
the Juſtice of Moſes, then to carry the Cauſe by the Corrup- 
tion of any other Judge: But ſo ſoon as ever the Hurry of the 
Day was well over, Raguel took Moſes apart, and gave him 
his Opinion upon the Matter. © You have, /ays he, more 
% Work upon your Hand then 'tis poſſible for one Man to 
e difpatch. As for the Matter of private, perſonal Cauſes, 
© they are fo Numerous, you can never go through with 
© them : Wherefore you ſhould do well to employ other Peo- 
s ple, as you have Choice enough, for the Diſcharge of that 


© Religion and Government, that muſt be your particular 
province; for there's no Man fo fit to be truſted with the 
© Care of ſo many Thouſand Souls as you yourſelf, You 
e cannot but be ſenſible of the excellent Faculties that God 
© has.given you; how inſtrumental you have been to the 
« ſaving of the People under your Charge, and how neceſſary 
e your Counſel and ' Aſſiſtance will be yet to them for the 
future. Wherefore do you attend the Worſhip of God, 
e wherein you ſhall highly contribute to the common Wel- 
&« fare of yourſelf, and of thoſe under you: And for the 
6 © Trial of Cauſes betwixt Man and Man, you may leave it 
= - <© to ſuch Miniſters as you think fit. Now to your worldly 
“ Affairs, the Thing I would adviſe you is this. Take a 


ce every one of theſe Bodies. You ſhall afterwards ſubdivide 

© theminto Thouſands, five Hundreds, Hundreds, and Fifties, 

£ with Officers over them too; and ſo divide them again in- 

© to Thirties, Twenties and Tens, with diſtin& Officers 
0 alſo belonging to them, to. take their Names from the 
, Number of Men they command: And all theſe to have 
4 their proper Judges to determine Controverſies: Thoſe 
« Judges to have the Approbation of the People for Men of 

„ Probity and Virtue. Yet in Caſes of great Difficulty and 
Importance, let them repair to you. By this Means the 
% People ſhall have Right done them, and you yourſelf. be 
e at Liberty to attend God's Worſhip for the Good of the Ar- 
© my, without any Interruption.” Moſes was ſo well plea- 
ſed with this Scheme of Raguel's, that he order'd the Project 


but as the Advice of his Father · in-Law, to whom he pr, 


* 


Function: But, /ays Raguel further, as to what concerns- 


© Muſter of all your Troops, and divide them into ſo many 
© Bodies of ten Thouſand Men a- piece, placing Officers over 


to be put in Execution, not as any Contrivance of his own,- 


. 
— 


— * 


ſurp to himſelf the Reputation of another Man's Merit. But 
this will be fitter for another Place. 


CHAP. v. 


Moſes goes up to the Mount, where he receives the Law 
from God, and Communicates it to the Feople. 


be WH: they continu'd in this Place, Moſes called the 

People together, and told them that he was going 
up Mount Sinai to ſpeak with God, and not without Hope of 
bringing them comfortable News at his Return ; command- 
ing them in the mean Time however to pitch their Tents at 


the Foot of the Mountain, where they might be near at hand; 


and ſo Moſes went up. | 
Mount Sinai is by much the higheſt Eminence in all thoſe 


Countries, and betwixt the extreme Height and Craggineſs 


of the Rocks, it ſeems not only inacceſſible, but weariſome 
to the very Eye to look up at it. The Place is accounted 
ſacred, upon the Credit of an antient Tradition of God's 
having his Habitation there. The Hebrews poſted themſelves 
at the Foot of the Mountain, as Moſes had commanded them 
lifting up their Hands to God, and muſing within themſelves 
what thoſe good Tidings might be, that Maſes, when he 
went up, promis'd to bring them at his Return. In his Ab- 


ſence, they kept their Feſtivals, purifying themſelves, and 


living in Continence for three Days, even from their own 
Wives, as they were order'd; plying Almighty God with 
hourly Prayers to be gracious to Moſes, and*grant them 


| ſomewhat by him that might conduce to the Peace and Hap- 


pineſs of their Lives. They feaſted upon this Occaſion with 


great Magnificence, and had their Wives and Children dreſss d 
up with more Pomp and Ornament then uſual. Two Days 
this laſted ; but upon the third, before Sun-riſe, in as clear 


a Sky as ever was ſeen, there appear'd a Cloud that cover'd 
and encompaſs'd the whole Camp of the Hebrews ; the firſt 


Prodigy of that kind ſince the Creation. This was affer- 
wards follow'd with a terrible Tempeſt of Thunder and Lights. + 
P 3 ning 


- 
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the ſole Honour of it before the People. , Meſes has declar'd 
as much in his Writings alſo, ever accounting it more Lau- 
dable to give worthy Men their due, then for one Man to u- 
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ning, Wind and Rain; giving fo underſtand, that God was 
there, The Reader may take this as he pleaſes; but it will 
not become me to depart from the leaſt Title of what I find 


Written in Holy Scriptures. The Hebrews were ſo terrify'd 


at what they had ſeen and heard, as well for the Novelty and 
Strangenefs of rhe Thing, as for the common Rumour of 


God's dwelling upon this Mount, that they durſt not ſo much 


as put their Heads out of their Tents ; but fell into a Con- 
ſternation, giving it for granted, that God in his Wrath had 
trken away Me/es, and that they themſelves were to expect 
the ſame Fate. As they lay ready to ſink under this dread- 
ful Aprehenſion, Moſes appear'd ; but with ſo much Joy and 


. Wijeſty in his Countenance, that all their Fears vaniſh'd, 


and this Change made way for Hopes of better Things; the 
Air alfo recovering its former Serenity. 

- While this paſs'd, Moſes ſummon'd the People to attend, 
and hear what God had given him in Charge to deliver: 
Whereupon they drew together, and Moſes betaking bimſelf 
to a riſing Ground, where he might be beſt ſeen and heard, 


addreſs'd himſelf to the People in Manner following. 


Lou Men and Brethren, Hebrews : As our moſt gracious 


„ God hath been always hitherto propitious to your Prayers, 


* ſo Jam now to tell you, upon this preſent Occaſion; that 


“ he hath received your Meſſenger with infinite Grace and 


— 


„ Goodneſs ; And you are likewiſe to reſt aſſured, that he 


be Will rake your Army into his Protection, and preſcribe to 
* you ſuch Ways of Living, that you yourſelves cannot ſo 


„ much as wiſh to be more happy, then a careful Obſer- 


* Fance of thoſe Rules will make you, Wherefore as you 
it have any Reverence for that God, and for all the mighty 
„ Things that he hath done in your Favour, do not make 
< flight, I beſeech you, cf what I am about to ſay. Do not 
* think the worſe of the Matter for the Meanneſs of the 
Bearer of it; but know, that at this Inſtant, it is God that 
* ſpeaks to you, though by the Tongue of a Man. You are 
ce only to conſider the Goodneſs, and the Advantage of the 
“Commands I bring you; and to adore the Majeſty of that 
„God, who for the promoting of your Happineſs, hath con- 


A deſcended to make uſe of me for the Reporter of his gra» 


e cious Will and Pleaſure towards you. Do not any longer 
* look upon me as Moſes, the Son of Amram and Fockabel ; 
put as the Inſtrument that for your Sake cauſed the Water 
* of the Vile to be turn'd into Blood, and with Variety of 


e Plagues brake the Hearts of the Ægyptians. He that pav'd 


you a Way through the Sea, and fetch'd Foad for you from 
= x Heaven, 
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& Heaven, and Vater out of the Rock, for you to drink: 
He that made Adam Lord of the World; ſav'd Noah from 
«© the Deluge; put Abraham, our Progenitor, in Poſſeſſion 
of the Land of Chanaan. He that made Sarah bring forth 
% 1faac in the old Age of his Parents, bleſs'd Jacob with 
« twelve ſuch wonderful Sons, and made 7eſeph Governour 
« of Xgypt : It is he, in fine, that by my Hand, honours 
« you with theſe Precepts and Commands; and you are to 
& value me only as the Interpreter of his holy Will. Keep 
c“ theie Commands ſacred and inviolate, and let them be 
“ dearer to you than your Wives and Children: Your O- 
“ bedience ſhall make your Lives happy, the Sea calm, your 
« Wives fruitful, your Lands ſhall bring forth Increaſe, and 
“you ſhall be a Terror to your Enemies: For, ſays Moſes, 

J have ſpoken with God Face to Face; I have heard his 
Divine Voice, and I am likewiſe to aſſure you, that he 
& hath a fatherly Tenderneſs for you, and will take care of 
% your Poſterity.” 

At the End of this Diſcourſe he conducted the People with 
their Wives and Children to a Place where they might hear 
the Voice of God ſpeaking to them, and teaching them what 
they were to do. This he did for the Authority of the Pro- 
mulgation ; for it would not have made fo deep an Impreſ- 
ſion upon the Minds of the Hearers from the Lips of any 
Mortal: So they all heard a Voice deſcending from above; 
and it was ſo diſtinct too, that they all underſtood it. But 
for the Commandments that Moſes left in Writing in the 
tuo Tables, we are not to publiſh the very Words; but the 
Minutes of them are as follow. We are taught 


* 1, That there is but one God, and. that he alone is to 
be worſhipp'd. | 

2. That no Image of any living Creature is to be ador'd. 

3. That no Man is to ſwear raſhly. 1 

4. That the ſeventh Day is to be kept holy, and not to 
be profaned by any common Work. 

5. That Parents are to be honour'd, 

6. That we are not to commit Murder. 

7. That we are not to commit Adultery. 

3. That we are not to commit Theft. 

9. That we are not to bear falſe Witneſs. 

10. That we are not to covet any Thing that is our 
Neighbours. EE] - 8 
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1 The People were abundantly ſatisfy'd to hear the ſame 
4 Things over again from the Voice of God, which Moſes had 
| told them of before-hand, and ſo they went their Way. But 
before many Days were over, they fell to ſolliciting of Mo- 
es again and again, to procure them a Body of Laws for 
the ordering of civil Matters; who pratify'd them with a 
' Proviſion alſo of ſuch Laws; preſcribing what to do, and 
what not, and how to govern themſelves one with another. 
But 1 ſhall refer the greater Part of thoſe Laws to a Tract 
by itſelf, ; 
5 It was about this Time that Mo/es went up again to the 
Mount, having firſt told the People of his Intent, that he 
might not want Witneſſes of his Aſcenſion. His Stay being 
longer then they expected, (for he was Forty Days abſent) 
the People began to be in Pain for Fear ſome Miſchief might 
have befallen him; and in all their Troubles, nothing went 1 
nearer the Hearts of them then the Apprehenſions of his be= 
ing deſtroy'd. But they diſcover'd the Matter ſeveral Ways: 32 
Some, that had not much Kindneſs for him, would have it 
that he was devour'd by wild Beaſts; others had the Charity 
to fancy that God had taken him to himſelf; but the wiſer 
Sort debated it both Ways. © If it ſhould prove, hey ſaid, 
de that he was indeed torn to Pieces by wild Beaſts, what 
e was there more in't, than a Miſhap in one of the common 
< Accidents of Life?“ And then for the Suppolition of his 
being taken up to God, it was in Truth but a Conjecture 
ſuitable to the Reverence they had for his Virtue. Betwixt 
theſe*two Surmiſes, they were not caſt down ſo much for his 
Sake as for their own, in the Loſs of ſuch a Governour and 
Patron, as was never to be repair'd. The Grief and Deſpe- 
ration left them no Place to hope for any Thing ; and in 
this Hopeleſsneſs they could not yet forbear lamenting: Nay; 
they durſt not ſo much as move their Camp, becauſe of the 
Order they had to wait his coming back. | 
At the End of forty Days and forty Nights, and without 
either Meat or Drink in that Interval; Moſes returns and | 
= fhews himſelf, to the unſpeakable Joy of the whole Army. ; 
E \ - He told them how much they were the Care of Divine Pro-. ! 
© vidence; for in theſe Days of his Abſence, he had been in- | 
ſtructed in the Meaſures and Conduct of a good and happy 
Life. He told them that it was God's Command they ſhould 
build him a + Tabernacle for himſelf at any Time to come 
down to, and be among them; but rather as to a Viſit, than 
ot << | 6 to 
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to a Place of Abode. After this, there would be no further 


Need, he ſaid, of travelling to Mount Sinai; for God would 
come down to them. This Tabernacle was ſtill to go along 
with the Army, where God would be always at hand to re- 
ceive their Prayers | 
As to the Meaſures and Model of it, Moſes told them that 


he had his Inſtructions, and that there was nothing more for 


them to do, then preſently to enter upon the Undertaking. 
With this, he produc'd * the fue Tables of the Ten Command- 
ments, five in each Column, and of God's own Writing. 


CH AF. VE 


Moſes builds @ Tabernacle, according to God's Appoint- 
ment, for his holy MWorſbip. | 


THE Peoples Affections were ſo elevated with the Diſ- 
courſe and Preſence of Moſes (fo lately given for loſt) 


| that they made Collections in Strife who ſhould do molt to- 
ward the advancing of this Structure. They preſented Gold, 


Silver, Copper, curious Wood that would not take the Worm; 
Goats Hair ; Purple, and Scarlet-colour'd Sheep-ſkins ; and 
ſome white, ſome blew; Wool of the ſame Tincture; fine 
Linnen ; precious Stones for Ornament, Set in Gold ; Per- 
fumes of all Sorts. Some ſent in Cattle for Sacrifices : And 
all this toward the Uſe and Service of the Tabernacle, which 
was, in effect, but a Kind of an ambulatory, portable Tengple. 
So ſoon as the Contribution was made, ſome giving to the 
uttermoſt of their Abilities, others even beyond them; Moſes 
ſets his Architects at Work upon it without Delay, as God 


had commanded. And they were ſo great Maſters in their 


Way too, that the People would have pitch'd upon the ſame 
Perſons, even if it had been left to their own Choice. Their 
Names we have upon Record 4 in the Holy Scriptures; as 
(a) Bezaleel of the Tribe of udah the Son of Uri and Mariam 
the Siſter of Moſes, (b) Aholiab the Son of Aheſamach of the 


Tribe of Dan. Nay, the People were ſo free of their Money, 


Goods, and Pains, that Maſes was forc'd to reſtrain them by 
a Proclamation, and bid them hold their Hands ; there be- 
ing more then enough brought in already. And the Maſter- 
| | Builders 
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Builders were of that Opinion ; ſo that they were now to go 
in Hand with the Pabrick : Meſes directing the Magnitude, 
and the Proportion of it, according to what God had ap- 
pointed in the Mount. He gave particular Order alſo for 
the ſacrificing Veſſels, with the Size and Number of thoſe 
that were to be employ'd in the Divine Worſhip. The Zeal 
and Bounty of the Women too was very remarkable, in the 
ſparkling Magnificence and Curioſity of the Sacerdotal Veſt- 


ects, and whatever elſe might ſerve to illuſtrate, either 


the Place or the Daty. | | 
Things being thus prepar'd, and the Gold, Silver, Braſs, 
Loom-work, and other Materials all in Readineſs ; Moſes 
proclaim'd a Feſtival, | where every Man was to attend, and 

| ſacrifice according to his Ability: And ſo ſoon as that So- 
lemnity was over, he went immediately in Hand with the 
erecting of a Tabernacle according to this following Model. 
The outward Court was to be fifty Cubits in Breadth ; a 
kundred in Length, twenty braſen Pillars on each Side long- 
ways, ten a- croſs, and every Pillar five Cubits in Height, with 
Rings and Borders to it of Silver: The Baſes of Braſs, curi- 
ouſly wrought and guilded, and faſten'd into the Ground 
with Pins of a Cubit in Length, pointed at the End like the 
Foot of a Pike: Which with the Help of Cords, that paſs'd 


wh 


= through the Ringles, bound the whole Frame together, from 


Top fo Bottom, and kept it firm and ſteady againſt the ſtrong- 
Eſt Blaſts, It was alſo encompaſs'd with a Veil of curious 
fine Linnen, that hung from the Corniſhes down to the ve- 
ty Baſes ; which ſerv'd for a Wall to the Encloſure. 
- Theſe were the Dimenſions of three Sides of the Work; and 
it was alſo fifty Cubits in Front: Twenty of them left open 
for a Door or Entrance, with two Planks or Quarters like 
Gate-poſts on each Side of the Paſſage. They were cover'd 
all over with Silver-work, only the Baſes were Braſs. There 
were likewiſe ix other Planks, three on each Hand, that for 
Strength's Sake were jointed one into another, and a curious 
Curtain drawn over them. The Gate Space being twenty 
Cubits wide, was five alſo in Depth, and cover'd with'a de- 
licate Embroidery of Flowers and Figures (living Creatures 
only excepted) in violet Colours, Scarlet and Purple, upon 
a Veil of fine Linnen. Do 22 
Within the Court-Gate ſtood a Laver for Water, being a 
large Veſſel of Braſs, with a Foot of the ſame, for the Prieſts 
to Waſh their Hands and their Feet in. : 
In the Middle of this Court ſtood the Tabernacle, fronting 
to the Eaſt for the Advantage of receiving the Beams Loy the 


} 
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Riſing-Sun. It was thirty Cubits in Length, and twelve in 
Breadth; and juſt as high as it was broad. One Side of it 
Jook'd toward the South, another to the North, and the back 
Part of it to the Weſt. The two Sides were made up of for- 
ty wooden Planks, twenty of a Side, and the Form of them 
Quadrangular; a Cubit and a half in Breadth, and four Fing- 
ers thick : Plated all over with Gold; two Tenons to eve- 
ry Plank, and two Silver Baſes, with Mortiſſes to receive 
thoſe Tenons. On the Weſt Side there ſtood ſix other Boards, 
which were likewiſe over- laid with Gold, and ſo nicely put 
together, that they ſeem'd to be all of a Piece. Now theſe 


twenty Boards, being each of them a Cubit and a half over, 


make up the juſt Length of thirty Cubits. The ſix Boards 
on the Weſtern Side only nine Cubits ; but then there were 
two-other Planks to join them, one at each Corner in the 
ſame Poſition, and of the ſame Length and Breadth with 
the other, but much thicker, to bind the Ends and that Side 
of the Tabernacle the faſter together. Every Plank had Gol- 
den Rings or Staples driven into't, and all fo orderly diſpos'd, 

that they anſwer'd one another in a direct Line. Through 
theſe Rings there went ſeveral Bars, of five Cubits in Length, 
and plated all over with Gold : Which reaching from End 
to End, kept the whole Quarter tight, by framing one Piece 
into another. On the back Part, or the lower End of this 
Structure, the Boards were all rang'd and order'd after the 
fame Manner, by paſſing a Guilt Bar through as many Rings 
as there were Plates, and accommodating one Bar to ano- 
ther. There were moreover Bolts and Staples at the Cor- 
ners to keep End and Sides together ; which, with the Help 


of Mortiſſes to bind one Piece to the other, ſecur'd the Ta- 


bernacle againſt Wind and Weather. 

The Iaſide of this Tabernacle was divided into thrice ten 
Cubits in Length. At ten Cubits from the Bottom, there 
ſtood four Pillars a- croſs; of the ſame Workmanſhip and the 


fame Matter, and upon Baſes of the ſame Make and Metal 


already ſpoken of; ſtanding at equal Diſtances one from 
the other. Within theſe Pillars was the Mo/# Holy Place, 
which was inacceſſible even to the Prieſts themſelves : To 
whom the Reſt of the Tabernacle was all open. This Diviſion 
of it into three Parts, ſeems to hold ſome Analogy with the 
Conſideration. of the Univerſe. The firſt Part, where the ve- 
fy Prieſts were not permitted to enter, may be allow'd to 
have ſome Reſemblance to Heaven itſelf, as the Throne of 
the Divine Majeſty : And for the other twenty Cubits, Where 


only the Prieſts had Admittance, it bare a Reſemblance, in ; 


ſome 
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ſome Sort, to the Earth and the Sea. At the Entrance into 
this Tabernacle, there was five Guilded Columns planted up- 
on Baſes of Braſs, and all cover'd with Curtains of fine Yarn, 
 dy'd into Blew, Purple, and Scarlet, and woven together, 
The firſt of theſe Curtains was ten Cubits ſquare, and ſerv'd 
for a Covering to the Partition betwixt the. Mo/? Holy Place 
and the Holy, to keep the former out of Sight. The Temple 
itſelf was call'd Holy; but the Space within the four Pillars, 
bears the Name of Sanctum Sanctorum. This Curtain, or 
Veil, was beautify'd with all Sorts of Flowers and curious 
Figures ; living Creatures only excepted. There was yet a- 
nother Veil, that for Size, Colours, and Work, was not in- 
ferior to the former ; and this overſpread the five Pillars at 
the coming in: It was faſten'd at the Top with Hooks and 
Eyes, and ſo down to the Middle of the five Columns; leav- 
ing the reſt open for the Prieſts to enter by. This Veil had 
another over it, of the ſame Largeneſs and almoſt contigu- 
ous to it ; but the Ground Flaxen : And it had Rings tack'd 
to it, with a String run through them, to draw at Pleaſure, 
eſpecially upon Feſtival-Days, to give the People the Sight 
of the under Curtain, with all the Ornaments of its Embroi- 
dery and Figures. At other Times, and chiefly in foul Wea- 
ther, the upper Curtain ſerv'd for a Cover to preſerve the 
former, being of a Stuff that was Proof againſt Rain, This 
Kind of Curtain has been made uſe of at the Door of the 
Temple from the very Building of it to this Day. ; 
There were likewiſe ten Pieces of Hanging, of eight and 
twenty Cubits compaſs each, and four Cubits deep; and ſo 
exactly coupled together with Golden Loops, as if they had 
been all but one entire Piece, Theſe Hangings cover'd the 
whole Tabernacle, Top and ß ide, without one Foot of the 
Ground. There were likewiſe leven Pieces more, of the ſame 
Depth, but ſomewhat longer: That is to ſay, they were thirty 
Cubits each, and made of Hair, as the other were of Wool, 
and the Workmanſhip every Jot as artificial. Theſe Curtains 
were a Covering to the other ten ; and as they hung down 
looſe and flowing upon the Ground, they carried ſome Sort of 
Reſemblance to the Canopy of a Bed. The eleventh Curtain 
Was put, over the Door of the Tabernacle; the odd Number 
being ſpecially deſign'd for that Service. This Covering of 
Goats Hair had yet another of Skins over that, for a Shelter 
againſt Heats and Rains. The Spectacle, in fine, was fo 
great a Surprize to People at a Diſtance, by the Sky-colour 
Appearance of it, that it ſeem'd to the Eye a perfect Repre- 


ſentation of the Heavens. Now theſe Curtains of Hair- 
| | | | cloth 
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cloth and Skins were, as that over the Gate, for a Fence 
againſt the Injuries of the Seaſons. 
* After the finiſhing of the Tabernacle as above, they went 
in hand with the Art of God, which was made of a Wood 
that the Hebrews call Heron, the ſtrongeſt and firmeſt of all 
Plants, and the moſt ſecure againſt Rotting or taking the 
_ Worm. The Figure of the Ark was this: It was two Cu- 
bits and a half in Length ; one and a half Broad, and as 
much ii Depth: Cover'd all over with the pureſt Gold, and 
ſo order'd both within and without, that there was no Wood 
to be ſeen. The Cover was crampt together with Golden 
Hooks; curious, and firm to Admiration; and every where 
ſo ſmooth, that there was no Danger of one Part galling ano- 
ther, At the two Ends were riveted into the Frame four 
Golden Rings, one at every Corner: And through thoſe 
Rings two Guilded Bars laid a-croſs, on each Side one, to 
remove the Ark at any Time from Place to Place upon Occa- 
ſion; for they us'd no other Way of Tranſporting it, then as 
the Prieſts and Levites carry*d it upon their Shoulders. Up- 
on this Cover were two Figures, which the Hebrews call Che- 
rubims : A kind of wing'd Creature, anſwering the Deſerip- 
tion of what Mo/es ſaw about the Throne of God ; and what 
no Mortal had ever ſeen the like of before. In this Ark 
were depoſited the two Tables of. the Decalogue': Five of 
the Commandments in each Table, and two and a half 
in a Column. This Art, in fine, was laid up in the San- 
Ctuary. . 
In this Tabernacle Moſes plac'd a Table, not unlike that 
at (a) Delphi: Two Cubits in Length; one in Breadth ; and 
the Height a Cubit and a h Phe Feet of it from the Mid- 
dle downward were exactly thoſe the Dorians make ule 
of for their Beds, and made round; but from thence upwards 
| ſquare; with a Border of four Fingers Thickneſs, jutting out, 
and a Crown of Gold over and under it on every Side. Un? 
der this Border there were four Rings of Gold, faſten'd into 
the upper Part of the four Feet; one at each Corner, and 
Guilt Bars of the firmeſt Wood that paſs'd through them, 
and ſerv'd for Handles upon the Removal from one Place to 
another. This Table ſtood in the Temple toward the North, 
not far from the Sanctuary itſelf. There were ſet upon it 


twelve Loaves of Unleavened Bread ; ſix on each Side of the 
Table, 


ä 


2 


* Exod. 37. 
(a) Not that this was made after the Faſhion of the Delphic Table, 
dui that the Delphic Table was | made aſier the Model of this. 
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I Corner to Corner, with 
the Eaſe of Carriage. 


with Braſs : And in the Midale 
tom, a brazen Grate of a 
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Table, and pil'd in Order, one over another. They were 
made of the fineſt Flower; two Aſſars in Quantity, or ſever 
Attick Cotyla's, after the Hebrew Meaſure, each Cake contain- 
ing two Omers. Over theſe Loaves were two Golden Diſheg 
of Incenſe. At the End of ſeven Days theſe Loaves were 
taken away, and others put in their Places. Now the Se- 
wenth Day is that which we call our Sabbaoth : But we ſhall 
ſpeak further of this in another Place, LC. 

Juſt over againſt this Table, on the South-ſidegſtood a 
Golden Candleſtick ; the Work of the Founder, and caſt 
hollow: The Weight of it a hundred (a) Mines, which the 
Hebrews call Cinchares, and the Greeks a Talent. This Can- 
dleſtick was ſet out with Bowls, Lillies, Pomgranates, and 
little Cups and Diſhes all of pure Gold, to the Number of 
ſeventy Pieces that ſhot up out of the Shank into ſeven Branch - 
es, anſwering the Number of the Planets, and they were 
ranged in an Order of Uniformity one to another. On the 
Top of theſe ſeven Branches were as many Lamps; which, 
as the Candleſtick ſtood flopping, fac'd toward the Eaſt and 
the South. | 

Betwixt the Candleſtick and the Table, as aforeſaid, there 
was a little Altar for Incenſe of the. ſame ſtrong and incor- 
ruptible Wood with the Ark: One Cubit ſquare for Length 


and Breadth, and the Height of it double: A Golden Fire 


Hearth, and a Crown of the pureſt Gold round about it from 
Rings and Staves through them, for 


E, 
= N * 


* There was alſo another Altar erected before the Taber- 
nacle : The Frame of the ſame Wood with the former; fiye 
in Height, finiſht after the ſame 


Gubits ſquare, and three ig 
t 5 khat it was plated all over 


We: of it, betwixt Top and Bot- 
x Gr: nd of Net-work, for the Aſhes 
torfall through. There were alſo Funnels, Vials, Cenſers, 
Cups and Pans, and other Neceſſaries for the Service of the 
Altar, all of Gold. + This may ſerve for an Account of 
the Tabernacle, and of the Veſſels thereunto belonging. 
- CHA P,. 


(e) Maar. 


| 


* Eyod. 38, + Exod-39. 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of the Prieſts, and High-Prieſts Veſtments; Purificas 


tions, and Feſtivals. 


O proceed now to the Veſtments appointed both for the 
ordinary Prieſts, and the High-Prieſt ; as well thoſe that 
they call Chaaneans of the one; as for the (a) Anarabaches 
himſelf, which ſignifies the Prince of the Prieſts, of the o- 
ther. We ſhall begin with the former. No Prieſt was tg 
officiate without being firſt purify'd, according to the Order 
and Direction of the Law. His Under-Garment was of fine 
twiſted Linnen, and made up much after the Faſhion of our 
Trowſles or Drawers : The Hebrew call it a (b) Mangchaſe, 
ora Binder, The Feet were to be put through it, and ſo drawn 
up over the Thighs ; open downward from the Top, ang 
faſt girt about the Loins. * 2 | 
Over this was a Coat of very fine Linnen, which the He- 
brews call (c) Chethemene : That is to ſay, a Linnen Cloth ; 
as Chethron is taken for the Flax it is made of. It ſate clolp 
to the whole Body, with ſtrait Sleeves, and reaching down» 
to the Heels. This Coat was faſten'd with a Girdle about 
the Middle, of four Fingers broad,.and fo artificially ſet out 
with Needle-work, in divers e bat it had ſome Re- 
Jetablance to the Skin of a Sn e were wrought in- 
to this Girdle ſeveral Flowers in ͤBlew, Purple, 
and Scarlet, but the Graun en. It went twice 
about the Body of the Prieſt, e better Grace bu 
down from his Breaſt to his eds To ang only when he was 
in the Exerciſe of his Fund in thai caſe he caſt it 
over his left Shoulder, to be t Liberty for the Diſs * 
charge of his Office. Mo/es bis Girdle Abaneth, and 
we at this Day call it Emian; a Word that we have learnt 
from the Babylonians. This Garment was made without Ei- 
ther Plaits or Folds; wide in the Neck, and buckled toge - 
ther before and behind. The Hebrew Name for it is Maſſa- 
Kagan... | 
The Prieſt had alſo a kind of Mitre or Bonnet, like a ſmall 
Helmet, that cover d little more than one half of his Head: 
„ The 
(.) Or Chaanarabbet. See Braunius conc. the Veſtments of the He- 
brew Prieſts, I. 1. c. 2. & 16. & I. 2. c. 1. & 2. 4.4 
(#) Or Machangſe, or Michnaſe. (0) Or Chethone. 
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The Name of it is (a) Maſnaemphthes. It was 5 71 of Lin- 
nen, and bound together with Filleting over and over to 
keep it ſteady. There was yet another Cap of curious fine 
Linnen, that ſerv'd for a Covering to the former, and came 
d low, that there was not ſo much as a Stitch or a Seam o 
the other to be ſeen; And every Part of it was fo ſecur d 
one to another, that there was no Danger of any Thing loo- 
ſening or falling, to diſturb the Prieſt in his Office. This is 
enough ſaid of the Prieſts Veſtments in common one with 
another. 

As to the High-Prieſt, over and above the Ornamells al- 
ready exhibited, he had others peculiar to his Office: As a 
Purple Robe that came down to his Ancles, which we call 
0) Methir ; with ſuch a Girdle for Colours and Figures, as 
that which we have formerly mention'd, ſaving only that 
this has alſo an Intermixture of Gold. The Skirt of this Veſt 
was trimm'd with a Fringe, and hung round with Pomgra- 
nates and Golden Bells of a curious Workmanſhip, which 
were interchangeably plac'd, and at equal Diſtances one 
from another. This Garment was all of a Piece, and with- 
out Seam, and had no Opening to it, but only Length- ways, 
'a little below the Shoulders behind, and ſo to the Middle of 
the Breaſt before, with a Border to it for Decency's Sake to 
keep the gaping out of Sight, with another Border likewiſe 
to that Part of it 1 3 pen for the Arms to paſs 
through the S 1 
M Over this Ve = al | was yet a third; Which vas 

4 a cCall'd the Ephod, a . ſame with the Epomis of the 
r "Greeks, according 16. | 3» Fription. It was a Cubit in 
Length, Embroideranll Vith Gold and a glorious Va- 

==. 3 ety of Colours, « ol _- ee whole Breaſt: And it had 
mieiſe Sleeves to ty 1 by . was no other in effect then 
a2 mort coat. 

PDPDpon the Fore- pen 6 ode, 1545 in the Middle of the 
pPreaſt, there was left a vold Place, of a Span ſquare for the 
_— i which the Greeks call Logion, as much as to ſay, in 

Latin, the Rationale, or the Oracle. This uare piece did 
juſt fill up that Vacancy, Which was ig Truth left on Pur- 
Fele for it. There were Golden 1 every Corner, and 
- _ *Parple Ribbons run through them td fasten the Ephods and 
1 the Rationale, one to the other.” And . to, 0 ill up al Spa- 
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ces, and cover the Seams, the Intervals were wrought over 
with Strings of the ſame Colour. The High-Prieſt had upon 
each Shoulder a Sardonyx let in Gold, which two Stones ſery'd ] 
For Buckles to claſp one Part of the Epbod to the other, with MA 
Golden Ringles to bind them and the Rationale together, Up- "Sg 
on theſe Stones were engraven in Hebrew Characters the N 
Names of Jacob's twelve Sons : The ſix Elder upon that on = 
the Right Shoulder, and the other ſix on the Left. There 
were ſet alſo in the Eſſen, or Rationale, twelve Stones of ſuch 
a Size and Luſture, that both for the Ornament and the Va- 
lue they were ineſtimable. Theſe Stones were diſpos'd of in- 
to four Rows, at three in a Row; and divided one from ano- 
ther by little Partitions of Gold to ſecure them from falling 
out. In the fir/f Row there was a Sardonyx, a Topaz, and 
an Emerald ; in the ſecond, a Ruby, a Faſper, and a Sapphire ; 
in the third, a Ligyrius, an Amethyſt, and an Agat ; and in 
the fourth, a Chryſolite, an Onyx, and a Beryl. In theſe twelve 
precious Stones were ſet down ſeverally the Names of Jacob's 
twelve Sons, which we look upon as the Heads of our Tribes 
and ſo their Names were there inſerted in the Order of Se- 
niority and Birth. Now whereas theſe Hooks or Faſtenings 
were not ſufficient of themſclves to ſupport the Weight of ſo 
many precious Stones, there were two larger and ſtronger x 
Pieces tackt to the upper Pari e Zationale toward the Neck _— 
that ſtood out above the W the Garment : And to theſe ä 
were faſten'd two wreath*den Chains that were con- 
vey'd by ſecret Paſſages up ranWanlder Piece. The upper .= 
End of theſe Chains was Fd: ut to the Back, and ſo i 
hockt with a Ring behind cher 's in the Border of the . 
25:4 ; and this was the pH act that kept all firm 
together. I here was alſo the Rationale a Girdle 
F the Colour before ſpoken . interwoven with Gold. 
It went twice about the Body, and being ty'd on a Knot be- 
fore, the two Ends were let looſe to hang dangling down, 
and a curious Gold Fringe to each of them. 

The High-Prieſt's Tiara, or Mitre, was like that of other 
Prieſts, faving only that It had another of Purple or Violet 
Colour over it, and a Triple Crown of Gold about it : Over 
which Crown was the Reſemblance in Gold of a kind of 
Cup, in Form like the Bud of the Plant which the Hebrews 

call Saccharus, and the Greeks Hyo/cyamos. But for the Sake 
of thoſe that have neither ſeen this Plant, nor know any 

Thing of it; or of others that perhaps may have heard of the 
Name, and yet Strangers to the Nature of it, it will not be 
amiſs to habe a * Deſcription of it. This Plant riss 

22 commonlyk, ; 


commonly to ſomewhat above three Spans in Height : The 
Root of it like that of a Turneep, and its Leaf like Mint. It 


, 0 
2 vg, $64 
ye 


| © plac'd over the Golden Crown, was about the Bigneſs of the 


of a Goblet : But I ſhall explain myſelf yet a little further for 
the Benefit of the Reader. The Figure of it was a kind of 
Hemiſphere ; narrowing a little upwards, and then enlarg- 
ing itfelf toward the Brims into the Form of a Baſon, re- 
ſembling a Pomgranate cut in two ; upon which there grew 
a round Cover, ſo curious by Nature as if it had been turn'd 
on purpoſe for it: And it had ſharp Points riſing out of it 
like the Prickles of a Pomgranate. Within this Cup and 
Gover, the Fruit was nourith'd and preſerv'd. The Seed of 
i is like that of the Plant Sideritis, or Wall-ſage; and a 
Flower like Plantane. This was the Ornament of the Mitre 
from the Neck round to the Temples ; but the Forehead had 
2 Golden Plate laid over it, with an Inſcription upon it of 
_ the Holy Name of God. This is enough ſaid of the Dreſs 
 $ and Veſtments of the High-Prieſt, Ps 3 | 
= I cannot but wonder in this Place, at the hard Meaſure 
we meet with in the World among thoſe that hate and tra- 
4 = duce us as Blaſphemers and iders of the Divinity that 


= Tabernacle; the Sacerdot rents; and the Holy Veſſels 
. that are dedicated to th 

= of Neceſſity be convine ur Law-giver was a pious 
Man, and that all the againſt us and our Pro- 


ſeſſion, are only Calu ee. - For what is all this 


F . 4 
Man that does but ſobertyamgampartially examine the Mat- 
ter. The Tabernacle of thirty Cubits is divided into three 


Place in common to them all, and as free of Acceſs as the 
Earth and the Sea. The third Place, where no Mortal muſt 
be admitted, is as the Heaven reſerv'd only for God himſelf. 
'The twelve Loaves of Shew-bread upon the Table, ſignifie 
the twelve Months of the Year. The Candleſtick is made up 
of ſeventy Pieces, and refers to the twelve Signs of the Zo- 
 aiack, through which the ſeven Planets take their Courſe ; 
And the ſeven Lamps on the Top of the ſeven Branches bear 
an Analogy to the Planets themſelves. The Curtains with 
the four Colours, that are wrought into them, repreſent the 
four Elements. The fine Linnen fignifies the Earth, as — 
r | | Flax 


226 Jawisn AWT ICU rie. Book III. 


branches out into a round Knob, with a Coat over it, which 
ſheds as the Fruit ripens. The Cup as I told you, that was 


they adore. Let but any Mili@nſider the Structure of the 


me Altar; and he muſt 


but the Image of the M ee As will appear to any 


** 


Joint of ones little Finger, round and hollow like the Inſide 


Parts; that is to ſay, two for the Prieſts in general, as a 
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Flax takes it Growth out of it. By the Purple, is to be un- 
derſtood the Sea, from the Blood of the Fiſn (or Murex) that 
gives it the Tincture. The Violet Colour is the Symbol of 
the Air, and the Scarlet, of the Fire. By the Linnen Gar- 
ment of the High-Prieſt is deſign'd the whole Body of the 
Earth: By the Violet Colour, the Heavens. The Pom- 
granates anſwer the Lightning ; the Noiſe of the Bells; the 
Thunder. The four colour'd Ephod (fince it pleas'd God to 
order it ſo to be) bears a Reſemblance to the very Nature of 
the Univerſe, and the interweaving of it with Gold ſeems to 
me to have a Regard to the Rays that give us Light. The 
Rationale in the Middle of it imitates the Poſition of the Earth 
in the Centre of the World. The Girdle about the Body of 
the Prieſt, is as the Sea about the Globe of the Earth. The 
two Sardonyx-ſtones are a kind of Figure of the Sun and 
Moon: And the twelve other Stones may be underſtood . 
either of the twelve Months, or the twelve Signs in the « 
Circle, which the Greeks call the Zodiack: The Violet cols 
our'd Tiara ſpeaks a Reſemblance of Heaven; and it would 1 
have been an Irreverence to have written the ſaered Name of > 
God upon any other Colour. The Triple Crown and Plate, 
of Gold gives us to underſtand the Glory and the Majeſty of 
Almighty God. This is as Fu an Illuſtration of theſe 
Matters as 1 thought needful ® And 1 would not loſe any | 
Opportunity, either upon this, or upos any other Occa⸗ 
ſion, of doing all poſſible Right to the Honour and Wiſdom 
of out incomparable Law-givet, .. = 


cHar wm 
Of the Prieſthood of Raron. 


+\K 7 Heti the Work of the Tabernacle was thus far ads 
vanc'd ; and the next Thing in Order was to be the 
Dedication of it: God appear'd to Moſes, and gave him iti 
Charge to ſettle his Brother Aaron in the Prieſthood, as a 
| Perſofi of all Men living. that beſt deſery'd the Dignity. , 80 
Mofes call'd the People together, and treated them with # 
moving Diſcourſe upon the Virtues of Aarox : Setting forth - 
the Zeal and Paſſion he had for the Good of the Publick ; even 
to the Degree of hararding his Life upon ſeveral Oecaſiotis fof 
l © tht. 


8 


| + Exod, 28, and 29. 
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their Sake. Moſes found the whole Congregation ſo well ſa- 
tisfy'd with the Reaſon of what he ſaid, and the Choice of 
the Perſon, that he proceeded to his Buſineſs in theſe Words, 

«© Good People of Iſrael, ſays he, we have now gone 
© through the great Work that God requir'd at our Hands, to 
ce the uttermoſt of our Power. But in regard that God himſelf 
ce ill vouchſafe to honour this Tabernacle with his Preſence, 
ce and that it is now to be conſecrated, it will become us in 
ec the firſt Place to make choice of a High-Prieſt that is eve- 
. ry Way qualify'd for the Exerciſe of the Holy Function, 
& and to offer up Prayers and Sacrifices for us. I muſt con- 
66 feſs indeed, if the Election were left to me, I ſhould make 
© no Difficulty of aſſuming the Honour to myſelf, not only 
& upon the Score of human Frailty, as all Men are naturally 
c Lovers of themſelves ; but I ſhould reckon myſelf to have 

4 ſome Sort of Title to it upon the Merit of the Dangers and 
* Hardſhips I have undergone for the common Good. But 
© ſo it is in the preſent Caſe, that God, whoſe Officer the 
4 High-Prieſt is, already hath ſingled out and decreed 4aron 
ce to the Dignity ; as the moſt worthy of the Sacerdotal Robe. 
& So that Aaron is delign'd from this Time forward to offi - 
* ciate at the Altar, and to offer up Vows and Supplications | 
© to the Almighty on your behalf; which coming from an 
e Interceſſor of God's own Appointment, will be the more 
6 graciouſly receiv'd.” The People were all highly pleas'd 
with what Moſes had deliver'd, giving their Aſſent unani- 
mouſly and chearfully to the Choice : For no Man had fo 
fair a Pretence to the ſacreſ Character as Aaron had, either 
in reſpe&'of his Family, th Sit of Prophecy which he had 
receiv'd, or the excellent Qualities of his Brother Moſes. Now 
Aaron had at that Time four Sons; (a) VNadad, Abihu, Ele- 
azar, and Ithamar. 

As to the Remainder of what had been given toward the 
Building of the Tabernacle, Moſes order'd the Overplus to be 
laid out in Veils and Coverings for the Tabernacle itſelf ; 
the Golden Candleſtick ; the Altar of Incenſe, and other 
Holy Veſſels, to ſecure them upon any Occaſion of Removal 
from either Wet or + Duſt. After this Moſes gave the People 

a Summons, and laid an Impoſition upon them, of half a 
Shekel a Head, toward the Charge of the Work in Hand ; 
reckoning an Hebrew Shekel at four Attick Drachma's. They 
ſubmitted to the Tax, in fine, with all the Chearfulneſs in 

bes World. The Number of the Contributors was fix H — 
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dred and five Thouſand five Hundred and fifty: Freemen 
all, and from twenty Years of Age to fifty, Which Money 
was all employ'd in the Service of the Tabernacle. 
 Mefes apply'd himſelf, in the next Place, to the purifying 
of the Tabernacle and the Prieſts; and the Manner of it was 
this. He took of the choiceſt Myrrh five Hundred Shekels- 
worth; and of Iris the ſame Quantity: Cinnamon and Bal- 
ſam, (which are wondertully fragrant) the one half. Theſe 
Tngredients he order'd to be beaten together, and macerated 
in a Hin of the beſt Oil-Olive : (which Hin is a Veſſel that 
holds as much as two Attick Choa's.) This Compoſition be- 
ing then ſet over the Fire, and prepar*'d according to Art, 
produc'd an Ointment of the moſt grateful Odour imagina» _ x 
ble. With which Ointment, Mo/es anointed the Prieſts and“ 
the Tabernacle, and this was the Ceremony of Purification ; 
offering up ſeveral Sort of Sacrifices alſo in the Tabernacle. 
As to the Golden Altar, and the precious Perfumes that were 
dedicated upon it; I ſhall rather paſs over the Particulars, - 
than tire out the Reader with many Words. Burt in genes 
ral, there was Incenſe offer'd twice a-day ; that is to ſay, 
before Sun-r iſing, and about Sun-ſetting, and purifying*®Oil 
preſerv'd for the Lamps of the holy Candleſtick : Three to 
burn all Day, and the reſt to be lighted up in the Evening. 
The Fabrick was now finiſh'd, and the two Maſter-work- 
men concern'd in it were Bezaleel and Aholiab, whoſe Of: 
fice it was to ſuperintend the reſt ! improving other Mens 
inventions, and ſupplying new ones of their own : But of 
the two, Bazaleel had the Preference. All this was done in 
ſeven Months Time, and within the Compals of a Year from 
their, coming out of Agypt. 

In the Year following, and on the New Moon of the 
Month Xanthicus, according to the Macedonians, or Miſan, 
according to the Hebrews, the Tabernacle was conſecrated, 
and fo were all the Veſſels belonging to it. Upon this Oc- 
caſion, God Almighty gave the Hebrews to underſtand by a 
remarkable Providence, how graciouſly he accepted of their 
Zeal for his Service, and that their Labour was not laſt j in 
the erecting of that glorious Structure: And this he mani» 
feſted by deſcending to take up his Habitation there, and 

vouchſating them the Bleſſing of his Preſence, As for In- 
N ſtance: It was ſo clear an Air that there was not one Cloud 
; to be ſeen, but juſt over and about the Tabernacle. And: this 
Cloud was not either ſo thick as to threaten foul W ather, 
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nor ſo thin as to be Tranſparent : But there iſſu'd from it 
Jo gentle a Dew, that all that ſaw it, and believ'd an Almigh- 
ty Power, took it for a Divine Influence, and an evident To- 
ken that their Prayers were heard, and that God himſelf ho- 


nour'd them with his Preſence. 


_ .--When Mofes had gratify'd the Artificers, that erected and | 


beautify d this Structure, with Encouragements and Rewards 
anſwerable to their Deſerts, he ſacrificd in the Dodr of the 
Tabernacle, as God had commanded him, a Bullock, a Ram, 
_ and a Kid, for the Sins of the People. As to the Ceremonies 

properly belonging to the Sacrifices, I ſhall handle that Point 
more particularly when I come to ſpeak of the Sacrifices 
themſelves ; and I ſhall likewiſe ſnew what thoſe Burnt- 
Offerings are, which the Law has appointed to be totally 
gonſum'd, and thoſe again that the Law permits to be eaten. 


When the Beaſts, as aforeſaid, were now kill'd, * Moſes took _ 


| ofthe Blood, and ſprinkled it upon Agron and his Sons, pu- 
Fifying them with Water of the Fountain, and anointing 
Qil, and fo hallowing them for Prieſts of the Lord. This 
Farm of Conſecration was repeated in all the Parts of it for 
ſeven Days one after another ſucceſſively, with the Oblation 
of the ſame Sacrifices, one of a Sort every Day. On the 
eight Day, + Moſes appointed a Feſtival, and order'd the 
People to come in and ſacrifice according to their Abilities z 
Who were ſo ready and chearful in their Compliance, that 
they did not only contend in a pious Emulation one with a- 
Rother who ſhould go furtheſt ; but made it a Point of Ho- 
nour and Conſcience even to outdo themſelves, The Sacri- 
fices were no ſooner laid upon the Altar, but there broke out 


a Flame from them of its own accord, like a Flaſh of Light- 


ning, which conſum'd them all. 


There was a dreadful Calamity after this that befel Aaron, 


and would have gone to the Heart of him, both as a Man 
and as a Father, if he had not been fortify'd againſt all 


Events, and a Perſon abſolutely reſign'd to God's Holy Will 


and Pleaſure. Nadab and Abihu, the two eldeſt of Auron's 
four Sons already ſpoken of, as they were about to ſacrifice 
upon the Altar, not according to the Preſcription of Mo/ces, 
but after a Manner formerly in Practice, were all on a ſudden 
plaſted and conſum'd with a judicial Fire, their Bodies and 
their Faces ſhrivel'd up, and themſelves ſcorch'd to Death 
with a Flame not to be quench'd. . Mo/es, upon this, order'd 
Weir Father and their Brothers to take up the Bodies, and 
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carry them out of the Camp, and ſo to give them a decent 
Burial. The unexpected Death of theſe Brothers was fo ter- 
rible a Surprize to the Multitude, that their Grief was in ef- 
feft inconſolable: But Moſes earneſtly exhorted the Father 
and the Brethren not to lay this Tribulation to Heart ; and 
rather to conſider that it did not ſtand with the Dignity of 
the Prieſthood to prefer an impotent Paſſion to the Honour 
and Glory of God: Aaron being at this Time inveſted with 
the Sacerdotal Stole. 
Moſes, in fine, deliver'd himſelf up ſo entirely to the Ser- 
vice of God, that he never minded the Addreſſes and Accla- 
mations of the People. He went no longer now to Mount 
Sinai for Counſel ; but into the Tabernacle, for Inſtru&ions 
how to govern himſelf; and in all Reſpects like a private Man, 
{ave only in the Exerciſe of his Charge and Function, for the 
Good and Well-being of the Publick. He gave them allo the 
Laws and Precepts in Writing, for the leading of their Lives 
acceptably in the Sight of God, and for the preſerving of 
themſelves in Piece and Union : Which Laws and Precepts 
were no other then the Dictates of God himſelf. Of thefe 
Laws I thall ſay ſomewhat further in another Place. | 
But before I proceed, I muſt here ſupply one Remark about 
the Veſtments of the High-Prieſt, which I have hitherto omit- 
ted. And it is this: That to prevent all Poſſibility of put- 
ting any Impoſture upon the World, under the Countenance 
of the holy Robe, or a Pretext of the Gift of Prophecy, it is to 
be obſerv'd, that whenever God vouchſaf'd to honour theſe 
Sacrifices with his ſpecial Preſence, he never fail'd of accom- 
panying that gracious Deſcenſion with ſome ſignal viſible Cir- 
cumſtance or other, to convince, not only his own People, 
but Strangers alſo, of the Reality of that Divine Appearance. 
To inſtance in the two Sardonyx's on the High-Prieſt's Shoul- 
ders, (which we have formerly ſpoken of, and every body 
knows the Nature of them :) What a wonderful Light does 
the Stone on the Right-Shouldar of the High-Prieſt caſt at a 
great Diſtance, beyond the natural Luſtre, upon the Occaſion 
of God's ſhewing himſelf well-pleas'd with the Sacrifices, and 
not otherwiſe ! and this to the Admiration and Satisfaction 
k of all Men living, ſave only ſuch as ſet up to gain the Repu- 
- tation of wiſe Men by a profeſs'd Contempt of our Religion, 
| But there is another Thing yet that is ſtill more amazing. 
I ſpeak of the twelve precious Stones that the High-Prieſt 
if wore upon his Eſſen, or Rationale, when God preſag'd a Vi- 
| Qtory: For there eame out of them fo ſparkling a Glory, that 
all the People look'd upon it as a Divine Inflaence, and as 
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an Earneſt of God's Aſſiſtance, And hence it is that the 
Greeks, that have any Sort of Eſteem for our Rites and So- 
Jemnities, and are convinc'd of the Miracles by their very 
Eyes, call this Eſſen, Logion, which ſignifies an Oracle [as 
well as Rationale.) But it is now two Hundred Years and 


upward that this Sardonyx and Eſſen have left ſhining, or at 


leaſt diſcontinu'd the Manifeſtations of their miraculous Light 
and Splendor ; for God hath been offended with us for our 
Sins, as I ſhall ſhew elſewhere : And ſo return to my Nar- 
ration. | | 

The Tabernacle being now conſecrated, and all Things 
diſpatch'd that related to the Service of the Almighty, the 


People were ſo tranſported with Joy, to conſider that God 


was come down to dwell among them, that they gave up 
themſelves wholly to Hymns and Sacrifices, and to the 
Thought of living at Eaſe, without ſo much as dreaming of 
any more Difficulties to come : Some of the Tribes in gene- 
ral, and others in particular, preſenting their reſpective Ob- 
lations.“ The Heads and Princes of the twelve Tribes brought 
_ fix Waggons, and a Pair of Oxen to each of them, for the 
Service of the Tabernacle, upon any Occaſion of Removing: 
Over and above a Silver Charger of a hundred and thirty 
Shekels-weight, and a Silver Bowl of ſeventy Shekels, both 
full of fine Flour mingled with Oil, to be us'd in the Sacri- 
fices ; with an Incenſe-Cup alſo full of Perfumes, and va- 
Iv'd at ſen Darichs. They offer'd likewiſe a young Bullock, 
a Ram, and a Lamb of a Year old for a Burnt-Offering ; with 
a He-Goat for a Sin-Offering. They had likewiſe their 
Peace-Offerings : That is to ſay, two Bullocks a-day, five 
Rams, with as many yearling Lambs and He-Goats. Theſe 
Sacrifices continu'd for twelve Days, at one every Day. 
Moſes, as I have ſaid already, went no longer up to Mount 
Sinai, but into the Tabernacle, to receive God's Directions 
about the Laws and Rules that were to be eſtabliſh'd : Which 
being wholly of Divine Appointment and Inſtitution ; and 
above the Reach of human Underſtanding, it was but Rca- 
fon that the ſacred Authority and Obligation of them ſhould 
be perpetual. I have ſaid enough elſewhere to prove theſe 
Laws the Gift of God; and. indiſpenſibly binding to the He- 
brews, as well in the Liberties of Peace, as in the Neceſſi- 
ties of War. But I ſhall have Occaſion to handle this Point 
more at large in a Tract by itſelf. | 
a | e N AF. 
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CHAF. I 
Of Sacrifices, 


Eing now to handle the Point of Sacrifices and Purifica- 
tions, I ſhall only mind the Reader of ſome few Laws 
upon that Subject. There are two Sorts of Sacrzfices : The 
one particular and private ; the other popular and publick : 
And theſe two differ in the Manner of the Celebration. 
One of them is call'd * a Burnt-Offering, or a Holocauſt ; as 
who ſhall ſay, the whole Sacrifice is to be burnt : The other 
is an Offering of Thankſgiving, and to be eaten by the Pre- 
{enters of it, To begin now with the former. When a pri- 
vate Man makes an Oblation of a Burnt-Offering, he brings a 
Bullock, a Lamb, and a Goat: The two latter not above a 
Year old; but the firſt may be allow'd to be ſomewhat over: 
They muſt all be Males, and entirely conſum'd by the Fire. 
When they are kill'd, the Prieſt ſprinkles the Blood of them 
round about the Altar; and after they are well waſh'd, cuts 
them in Pieces, ſtrows them with Salt, and lays them all to- 
gether upon it; where the Wood lies ready kindled before- 
hand. He waſhes the Feet and the Entrails, and then caſts 
them into the Fire with the reſt. The Skin belongs to the 
Prieſt And this is the Ceremony of a Burnt-Offering. 
+ i Oblation be a Peace-Offering, or an Offering of 
Thinklytving, the Sacrifices are of the ſame Sort of Crea- 
tis, only they mult be upward of Tearlings without Ble- 
mich, and Male and Female. The Prieſt, after the killing 
of them, ſprinkles the Blood upon the Altar, and lays alto 
the Kidneys, the Kell, and the Fillets of the Liver, with all 
the Fat upon them, and the Rump of the Lamb. The 
Breaſt and the Right-Shoulder is the Prieſt's Due, and for 
the Overplus, they that offer the Sacrifice may eat of it du- 
ring two Days; and the Remainder afterwards to be burnt. 
t The fame Method is obſerv'd in the Sin- Offering: only 
thoſe that are not able to furniſh theſe Sacrifices, ſhall offer 
two young Pigeons, or two Turtles ; the one for a Burnt- 
Offering, and the other for the Prieſts to eat. But I ſhall 
explain myſelf more at large, when I come to treat further 
of Sacrifices. | | 
Ifany Man falls into the Sin of Ignorance, his Sacrifice (hall 
be a Lamb, or a She-Goat, of the ſame Age as before, for a 
| Sin- 
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Sin- Offering: and the Prieſt, inſtead of ſmearing the Altar 
with the Blood all over, ſhall only ſprinkle it upon the 
Horns, or Corners of it: The Kidney with the Kell and the 
Fibres of the Liver to be laid upon the Altar. The Fleſh and 
the Skins are to be reſerv'd for the Prieſts, and the Fleſh to be 
ſpent that Day in the Temple ; it being againſt the Law to 
leave any Part of it till the next Day. If any Man com- 
mits a wilful Sin, though ſo cloſe that it is impoſſible to pro- 
duce any legal Proof againſt him, the Law appoints a Ram 
for his Offering; and the Prieſts to eat the Fleſh of it; pro- 
vided it be in the Tabernacle and the ſame Day. The Sin- 
Offering of the Heads of the Tribes is the very ſame with 

t of private Men, ſaving only that the Sacrifices are to 
be a Bull and a Goat, and the latter a Male. 

+ According to the Law, in all Sacrifices, as well private 
as publick, there was to be a certain Proportion of fine 
Flower: The (a) Quantity of an Mar to a Lamb, two to a 
Ram, and three to a Bullock ; and this was to be conſecrat- 
ed upon the Altar with a Mixture of Oil. It was Part alſo 
of the Oblation ; half a Hin of Oil to a Bullock (an ancient 
Hebrew Meaſure of about two Attick Choa's) a third Part of 
it to a Ram, and a fourth toa Lamb. They were oblig'd 
likewiſe to provide juſt as much Wine as Oil, and to pour 
the Wine about the Altar. If any one ſhall make an Offer- 
ing of fine Flower for the Performance of a Vow, without 
ſacrificing, let him lay a Handful of it upon the Altar, and 
the Prieſts to eat the reſt either boil'd, (for it is kneaded 
with Oil) or made into Cakes ; the Sacrificer taking out of 
it what he finds neceſſary for Burnt-Offerings. The Law 
ſorbids the ſacrificing of the Dam and the young One at the 
ſame Time, if the young One be not at leaſt eight Days old, 
There are likewiſe other Sacrifices for the Recovery of Health, 
and divers ſuch like Occaſions ; where Cakes are eaten with 
the Fleſh of the Sacrifice, and the Prieſts to take their Part; 
but nothing of it muſt be left till the next Morning. 
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CHAP. X. 


Laws and Ordinauces for the Regulatian of Prieſts, Sa- 
crifices, Feſtivals ; and other Matters political and 
civil. 


wu HE Law hath alſo, order'd and appointed a yearling 
Lamb to be ſacrific'd every Day, Morning and Even- 
ing, at the publick Charge: And two upon the ſeventh Day 
or Sabbath, after the ſame Manner. And ſo likewiſe at the 
Beginning of the Month, over and above the ordinary Sa- 
critices, two ſeven yearling Lambs, a Ram, and a He-Goat 
for a $iz-Offering in caſe of any Thing forgotten, | 
On the ſeventh Month, which the Macedonians call Hy- 
perbereteus, the Offering was a Bullock, a Ram, and ſeven 
Lambs, beſide thoſe already mention'd, and a He- Goat for a 
Sin-Offering. | 
On the texth Day of the ſame Month, was a Faſt till Night; 
and the Sacrifices were a young Bullock, two Rams, ſever 
Lambs, and a He-Goat for Sin; with two other Goats over 
and above, One of theſe Goats was preſented alive before 
the Lord, and fo let go into the Wilderneſs as a Sgape-Goat 
to expiate for the People. The other was carry'd out into 
ſome ſweet, clean Place near the Camp; and there burnt 
to Aſhes, Skin and all, without reſerving any Part of it: 
And the Bullock was likewiſe burnt at the ſame Time. Now 
this Bullock was not provided by the People, but by the 
_ High-Prieſt : Who, after the killing of him, and the bring- 
ing of his Blood with that of the Goat into the Temple, dipt 
his Finger into the Blood and ſprinkled the Cover of the 
Tabernacle ſeven Times, and fo in like Manner the Floor; 
the whole Temple; the Golden Altar; and the great Altar 
before the Door of the Tabernacle. After this, the extreme 
Parts of theſe Creatures, the Kidneys and the Fat, with Part 
of the Liver, were laid upon the Altar, the High-Prieſt fur- 
niſhing a Ram alſo upon his own-Account, .and all preſent- 
ed to the Lord for a Burnt-Offering. 1 | 
+ Upon the fifteenth Day of the ſame Month, Winter 
drawing on, the People were commanded, with their reſpec- 
tive Tribes, to ſecure and fortify their Tents, againſt the Ri- 
gour of the Seaſon ; and likewiſe that, whenever they ſhould 
come into the Land that God had promis'd them, they ſhould 
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repair to the Metropolis, as the Seit of the Holy Temple, and 
there celebrate an eight-Days Feſtival ; with Burnt-Offcrings, 
Sacrifices, and Peace-Offerings : Carrying Boughs in their 
Hands of Myrtle, Willow, Palms, and little Sprouts of Peach. 
On the frſt Day of the eight was to be preſented a Burnt- 
Offering, of thirteen young Bullocks, fourteen Lambs, two 
Rams, and a Goat for an Offering of Atonement. The Num- 
ber of the Lambs and Rams, with the Goat, was to be the 
Tame for ſix Days; but one Bullock to be abated every Day 
till the Number was brought down to ſeven. * The eighth 
| was to be a Day of & /, and there were dedicated to God 
(as I have ſaid before) a Calf, a Ram, . ſeven Lambs, and a 
Goat for a Sin-Offering. This was the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
upon the Hebrews erecting their Tents ; and it has been 
conſtantly obſerv'd with all Ceremony by our People. 

+ In the Month Xanthicus, which we call NMiſan, and reck- 
on upon as the Beginning of the Year : On the fourteenth 
of the Moon, when the Sun is in Aries; and that being the 
Month when our Forefathers came out of Ægypt, the Law 
injoins us to offer the ſame Sacrifice every Year over again, 
which our Predeceſſors did at their Deliverance from the 
Ægyptian Bondage, under the Title of the Feaſt of the + Pa/- 
over. This Feſtival we celebrate through all our Tribes, 
without leaving any Remainder of the Oblation till the next 
Day. The ffteenth is the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread ; 
which laſts ſeven Days, and follows in Order next to the 
Paſſover. The Sacrifices are two Bullocks, one Ram, and ſe- 
ven Lambs for a Burnt-Offering ; to which is added a Goat 
every Day for a S$m-Offering, toward the Entertainment of 
the Prieſts. On the ſecond Day of the Feaſt of Unleavened 
Bread, and the ſixteenth of the Month, they make an Of- 
fering to God of the Fir/t-Fruits of their Grain, before they 
taſte of it themſelves ; judging it a reaſonable- Thing that 
the Author of all the Bleſſings they enjoy ſhould be ſerv'd 
firſt. And the Method of the Oblation is this. They take 
a Quantity of Corn-Ears, and dry them before the Fire up- 
en a clean Hearth, After this, they break and bruiſe them, 
and ſo offer upon the Altar an Aar one Handful of it to 
be left there, and the reſt goes to the Prieſt. The People 
after this, are allow'd to reap at Pleaſure : And the Offering 
in this Caſe is a Lamb for a Holocauſt. 
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* On the Fiftieth Day after the Feaſt of the Paſſover: That 
is to ſay, at the End of ſeven Weeks or forty nine Days, was 
celebrated the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, fo call'd by the Greeks, as 
denoting the Number of Fifty : The Hebrews call it (a) A 
ſartha for the ſame Reaſon. On this Day they offer'd to 
God a Wheaten Loaf of r.] 4/ars bak'd with Leaven, and 
two Lambs for a Sacrifice; which ſerv'd for the Prieſts Sup- 
per : But nothing was to be left of it till the next Morning. 
The Burn?t-Offerings were three Calves, two Sheep, fourteen 
Lambs, and two Goats for a Sin-Offering. Now there are 
Burnt-Offerings and Reſt from Labour Preſcrib'd in all their 
Feaſts, according to certain Rules and Limitations in both 
Caſes : With Directions alſo which of the Sacrifices are to 
be Eaten. ; 5 

There was likewiſe a Proviſion order'd out of the publick 
Stock of 24 4//ars of Fine Flour, to be made into Loaves of 
Bread with Leaven, two and two to a Loaf. Now this 
Bread was to be bak'd on the Sabbath Eve, and ſet upon the 
holy Table next Morning ; ſix Loaves on each Hand, and 
one directly againſt the other, with two Golden Cups of In- 
cenſe over them; which were there to remain till the next 
Sabbath-day, and then given to the Prieſts to eat, and others 
ſet in their Places. The Fxankincenſe being alſo burnt in 
the holy Fire, which conſiſſes the Burnt-Offerings ; there 
was freſh Incenſe immediately ſupply'd upon freſh Loaves. 
The High-Prieſt moreover offer'd twice a-day of the fineſt 
Flour ſteept in Oil, and a little bak'd to the Proportion of 
an Mar: One half of it to be caſt into the Fire in the Mor- 
ning; the other in the Evening. But without more Words 
at preſent, I ſhall have Occaſion to be more copious upon 
this Subject in another Place. 


C HA X6 


The Tribe of Levi jet apart for the Service of the Altar. 
Of Meats, and Perſons, Clean and Unclean. Laws 
for Women in Child-Bed ; and in caſe of Adultery 
and Fealouſie. | 


+ TH E Tribe of Levi being now ſet apart from the reſt 
of the People for the peculiar Service of God, Moſes 
| purify'd 


* 


| 5 Levit. 23. | (a) Petavius conſutes this in his Notes upon 
Epiphanius, P« 63. 4} Numb. 3. 3 | 


* 
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puriſy' d them with Water of the Fountain; and, Sacrificing 


according to Cuſtom, committed the Tabernacle, the Holy 
Veſſals, and all other Things belonging to it, to their Care 
and Charge, under the Orders and Appointments of the 
Prieſts ; inſomuch that they were now look'd upon as conſe- 


erated to God. 


- - *+ Moſes declar d himſelf at the ſame Time, upon the Dif- 
ference of Meats Clean and Unclean z what might be eaten, 


and what not: Which we ſhall afterward give the Reaſon 


of, as it falls in our Way. But for the Blood of any Crea- 
ture whatſoever, it is abſolutely forbidden; upon an Opini- 
on that the very Life and Spirit of that Creature is in it : 


Neither is the Fleſh of any Thing to be eaten that dy'd of 
itſelf; and ſo for the Fat of a Goat, a Sheep, or an Ox, it 
is all prohibited. ; 7 | e | 
t It was alſo order'd that all Lepers, and ſuch as Labour'd 
under a Gonorrhe&a ſhould be turn'd out of the City; and ſo 
for Women, during the Time of their Natural Purgations, to 
withdraw from the Converſation of Men for ſeven Days, 
and then permitted to return as purify'd. And fo for one 
that has aſſiſted at the Burying of a Corps, he ſhall not be 
reputed. clean till ſeven Days after. But where the Pollu- 
tion out-laſts the ſeven Days, 
Lambs : One to be Dedicat 


d the Prieſts to take the 


other. And the fame Sacrifice ſerves in the Caſe of Noctur- 


nal Pollutions ; only the Patient to dip himſelf ſtript in 
cold Water, as Men uſually do upon a Congreſs with their 
Lawful Wives. But the Lepers are to all Purpoſes baniſh'd 


the City, and effectually human Converſation ; as People 
little better then dead. But if it ſhall pleaſe God to deliver 


any Man from this Affliction upon his humble Supplications, 


and to reſtore him to a ſound Habit, there are {veral Sacri- 
* &ces that he is oblig'd to offer up to God in Acknowledgment _ 
bol the Benefit he had receiv'd : But of this hereafter. This 
d enough to lay open the frivolous Vanity of that Story, that 
will have Moſes driven out of Ægypt as a Leper, and none 
fo fit as he to conduct the Hebrews into the Land of Canaan, 


that were tainted with this Malady as well as himſelf. For 


if it had been true, he would never have eſtabliſn'd ſuch a 


Law for his own Honour; but on the contrary, he would ra- 
ther have oppos'd it if it had been propounded : Rſpecially 


_ confidering that in ſeveral Parts of the World, Lepers are ſo 


* 


4 "IA . * — 


fax from being ſubjected to Indignities and Contempt, that 
| | | they 


3 
- 


— — >». _—_— 


7 Levit. 7. 47. t Levit· 13. 14. 
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they are many Times advanc'd to Commiſſions of Honour 
and Truſt, in Charges Military, Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil. 
Now if Moſes and the Multitude were in Truth tainted with 
this Malady, how came it that he did not rather eſtabliſh 
Laws in Favour of it? And is it not now as clear as Day, 
that this ſcandalous Report was only a malicious Fiction, to 
make us and our Profeſſion odious ? But Meſes being clean 
himſelf, and converſing with thoſe that were fo, he ordain'd 
this Law for the Glory of God, and with a Regard to thoſe 
that were infefted. But every Man is at Liberty to think 
of this Matter as he pleaſes. 

* In the Caſe of a Woman that is newly deliver'd of à 
Child, if it be a Male, ſhe is not allow'd to enter the Tem- 
ple, or to be preſent at Divine Service for forty Days after; 
nor, if it be a Female, for twice as many. But at the End 

of the Term aforefaid, ſhe is bound to offer Sacrifices ; Part 

to God, and the Remainder to the Prieſts. / | 
+ If a Man ſuſpects his Wife of Adultery, his Offering maſt 
be an Aar of Barley-Meal ; laying a Handful of it upon the 

Altar, and giving the reſt to the Prieſts to eat. Some one 

of them ſets the Woman at the Gate that looks toward the 

Tabernacle ; uncovers her Head, and writifig the Name of 

God upon a Parchment, commands her to declare upon her 

Oath, if ſhe had ever been falſe to her Hnſband's Bed : To 

which ſhe anſwers with this Imprecation : © If I have, /aps 

« ſhe, may my Thigh rot, and my Belly burſt, and let me 
die miſerable: But on the other hand, if it ſhall be found 

to be only a Fancy, and an extravagant Jealouſie of my 

« Huſband's, I beſeech God to grant me the Bleſſing of a 

* Male-Child, within ten Months from this Day.” After 
this Oath, the Prieſt took Water, and waſh'd the Sacred 

Name of God clear out of the Parchment; and then ftraining 
the Water into an earthen Veſſel, caſt. of the Duſt of the 
Floor and Walls of the Temple into it, and fo gave it to the 
Woman to drink. If ſhe was innocent, ſhe ſhould ſudden- 
ly conceive, and go happily through with her Burden : But 
if guilty of Incontinence and a falſe Oath both in one, ſhe 
was ſure to periſh with Horror and Infamy, as is faid before. 
Theſe are the Laws that Moſes gave to his Countrymen, con- 
cerning his Sacrifices and Purifications : Beſide a Preſcription 
of other Laws and Proviſions, as follows. 23 


8 8 ll... At. e — th. — tba lt. i. Mi. a Af "I —Y a 
* 


* Levit. 12. | l F Numb. »L 


w—_ 


*. 2 — 
— — — 
5 . 
„ * 2 
—— i — — vo —_— 
- 5 _—_ * 9 * 2 
. — b — 1 22 j 
A - 7 l 
» * 3 Pays 3 
— PI IIA ts N Ad a Art hay * 
3 % 
"+ > = 
„ 7 92 n TT - " _- —_ * 
. 7 L 7 O'S pe 4 
* N _ 182 ' 


r 25 
* ; FL 5 ah s 0 ö 2 * 0 ** a * 5 . * 8 "WEIR 
8 4 2 * \ . 
0 


* J zwisn Aura Co iris. Book III. 


CHAP. XII. 


Laws againſt Adultery and Inceſt. Prieſts reftrain'd 

in their Marriages. The Seventh Year's Sabbaoth ; 
and the Hebrews Jubilee. Ordinances of War. The 
People number d. Two Silver Trumpets, and the 


Uſe of them. 


APultery was abſolutely and expreſly forbidden; Moſes 
very well underſtanding that there could be no Happi- 
neſs in a Conjugal State, but in a mutual Faith and Confi- 
dence betwixt Man and Wife : And likewiſe how much it 
concerns, as well Governments as Families, that the Mcm- 
bers both of the one and of the other ſhould be lawfully be- 
gotten. * He condem'd Inceſt as a molt horrible Wicked- 
neſs ; whether with the Mother; the Mother-in-Law ; the 
Aunt, whether by Father or Mother ; the Siſter, or the Daug- 
ter-in-Law. He prohibited the Wife to live ſo much as with 
her own Huſband, in the Time of her Purgations. He pro- 
nounc'd alſo a moſt abominable Sin to have to do with Boys, 
or Beaſts ; and all theſe Tranſgreſſions he made Capital. 
As to the Prieſts, Moſes laid them under a double Obliga- 
tion : For over and above the tying of them up to the ſame 
Laws with other People, they were likewiſe under a Prohi- 
bition of Marrying with ſome Sorts of Women; as a Merce- 
nary Proſtitute, a Maid-Servant, a Slave, a Publick Hoſteſs, 


or a Woman divorc'd upon any Account whatſoever. + Now 


there were ſome certain Allowances alſo permitted to the 
Prieſts in Ordinary, and yet deny'd to the High-Prieſt ; as 
the Marrying of a Widow, when the High-Prieſt was only 
to marry a Virgin, He was alſo enjoin'd not to come near 
the Dead; whereas the other Prieſts were ſuffer'd to pay all 
cuſtomary Reſpects to the Bodies of their dead Fathers, Mo- 
thers, Brothers, or Children: Moſes commanding them to 
behave themſelves with all Candour and Simplicity both in 
Word and Deed. If a Prieſt happen'd to have upon him any 


maiĩm or corporal Defect; he had his Part however of the 


Oblations among his Fellows; but Moſes would not ſuffer 


_ him to officiate at the Altar, or ſo much as to enter into the 


Temple: Looking upon it as the Duty of a Prieſt to demean 


"himſelf with Purity and Reverence ; not only in the Exer- 


ciſe 


* Levit. 18, 20, 21. F Levit. 21. 
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eiſe of his Function, but in the Government alſo. of his Life 
and Manners. * Thoſe therefore that hehave themſelves ag 
they ought to do in the Sacerdotal Robe, are ſober and ſpat» 
leſs in all other Reſpects as well as in their Office: Neither 
are they allow'd ſo much as to taſte of Wine in their Prieſt's 
Veſtments. Their Sacrifices are offer'd whole and without 
Blemiſh, | 
Theſe were the Laws that Mo/es gave in the Deſart, and 
which he caus'd to be obſerv'd during his Life : Preſcribing 
others alſo for the Government of the People when they ſhould 
come into the Poſſeſſion of the Land of Chanaan. + He order'd 
every Seventh Year to be a Year af Reſt to the Earth, without 
either Planting or Plowing, anſwerable to what he had eſta- 
bliſh'd in the Caſe of the ſeventh Day. He appointed like» 
wiſe that all the Fruits which the Earth ſhould produce in 
that /eventh Tear ſhould be in common to Strangers as well ag 
Hebrews, without laying up any Thing in Store. The like 
was to be done after Seven times Seven Tears ; the next Year 
being the Fiftieth, or the Hebrews Fubilee, wherein Debtors 
are diſcharg'd, and Servants made free: That is to ſay, ſuch 
as for ſome Tranſgreſhon of the Law had commuted Death 
for Servitude. Upon the Approach of this Jubilee, which 
ſignifies Liberty, there is a Reſtitution alſo of Lands to the 
ancient Poſſeſſors; and it is done after this Manner. The. 
Buyer and Seller meet about it; and, upon ballancing the 
Profits of the Eſtate with the Expences upon it, if the Pro- 
fit be found greater then the other, the Seller takes his Ground 
again: But on the other Side, if the Charge exceeds the 
Profit, the Purchaſer receives what falls ſnort, and ſo quits 
the Poſſeſſion: If the Profit and Charge ſhall fall out to be 
equal, the Eſtate goes to the firſt Owner. This was the 
Rule alſo upon the Sale of Houſes in open Villages; but for 
thoſe in wall'd Towns, there was another Method; which | 
was this. If the Seller laid down the Purchaſe Money be- 1 
fore the Year was out, he had a Right to Re- enter; but the ; 
Year once elaps'd, the Purchaſer was confirm'd in his Poſſeſs 1 
ſion. Moſes receiv'd this Body of Laws from God himſelf SY 
upon Mount Sinai, for the People which were then encamp'd = - 
at the Foot of the Mountain; and caus'd a Copy of them to 
be tranſerib'd for the Uſe of Poſterity. * 3 
+ Moſes having now ſufficiently provided for the ſettlin 
of Religion, and the Civil Government, his next Buſineſs 
was to eſtabliſh certain Laws and Ordinances of War for 


* gevit, 10, I Levit. 25, + Numb. 1. 
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the Regulation of the Militia. And the firſt Thing he did 
towards it, was the iſſuing out of Orders to the Heads of all 
the Tribes (Levi only excepted) to take an exact Liſt of the 
whole Number of the People that were able to bear Arms. 
Now the Levites, being dedicated to the Service of God, could 
not attend any other Duty. There were found, in fine, up- 
on the View, ſix Hundred and three Thouſand, ſix Hundred 
and fifty Men, from Twenty to Fifty, that were able to draw 
the Sword. + And in the Place of Levi, Moſes, made choice 
of Manaſſeh, the Son of Foſeph, and of Ephraim for Joſeph, 
himſelf: According to the Requeſt of Jacob to Fo/eph, when 
he adopted Jeſeph's two Sons to himſelf, as is ſaid above. 

Upon their pitching of their Tents, the Tabernacle was 
erected in the Middle of the Camp; with three Tribes on 
every Side, and large Streets and Paſſages betwixt them, and 
alſo with a Market-place ; where all Neceſſaries were to be 
ſold, and ſeveral Sorts of Tradefmen orderly diſpos'd of in 
Shops and Standings about it ; inſomuch that it had the Re- 
ſemblance of a regular and well-contriv'd City. 4 The Prie/ts 
and Levites had the Quarter aſſign'd them that was next the 
Tabernacle : And an Account of the Levites was taken a- 
part ; which upon the Review amounted to 23880 Males, 
reckoning them from the Age of thirty Days upwards. || So 
long as the Cloud before ſpoken of hover'd over the Taber- 
nacle, they took it for an Intimation of God's Preſence there, 
and the Army reſted and lay {till ; but as the Cloud mov'd, 
the Army decamp'd. 5 8 | 

+ Moſes caus'd two Silver Trumpets to be made, according 
to this Deſcription. They were near a Cubit in Length ; 
the Tube about the Size of a Flute, ſomewhat larger then a 
Reed, and juſt wide enough in the Mouth to receive the 
Breath for the Toning of it ; turning up at the End like the 
Lips of a Bell, or of an ordinary Trumpet. The Hebrews 
call this Inſtrument Aſophra. One of them was to call the 
People together: The other to ſummon a Council of the 
Princes about Affairs of State. And the Sounding of both 
together was a Summons for a General Aſſembly, Upon the 
moving of the Tabernacle, this was the Method. The three 
Tribes to the Ea/tward of it were to decamp upon the firſt 
Sounding : Thole to the Southward, upon the ſecond. The 
' Tabernacle was then to be taken in Pieces, and mounted 
upon Carriages, half and half, betwixt fix Tribes marching 

8 0 | | before 


SG Numb. 26. + Gen. 48. 5. + Numb. 9. || Exod. 40. 
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before it, and the other Six that were to follow it; the Le. 
vites, all this while, keeping cloſe to it and round about it. 
Upon the third Sounding, that Part of the Camp mov'd that 
was toward the Weſt; and upon the fourth, that to the North- 
ward. They made uſe of theſe Trumpets alſo in their Sacri- 
fices, and upon their Sabbaths, and other Occaſions. Moſes 
now ſacrific'd and it was the fir/t Paſchal Solemnity after 
that in the Deſert, upon the 1/raelites coming out of Ægypt. 


ll. 
a. 1 — 
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c HAP. XIII. 


Muttering againſt Moſes for want of Food, and a 
Flight of Quails to ſupply it. 


F HE Army was now decamp'd from Mount Sinai ; 
and paſſing from Place to Place, (of which hereafter) 
they came at laſt to /eremoth; where the Multitude fell into 
a direct Sedition againſt Mo/es, telling him that it was at 
his Perſuaſion, they were inviegl'd out of one of the beſt 
Countries in the World, to come thither into a ſtarving Ne- 
ceſlity ; where, inſtead of the Bleſſings he had promis'd them, 
they were already upon the Point of periſhing for want of 
Water ; And if their Manna ſhould now fail them, they 
were all loſt beyond Redemption. When they had gone on a 
while, at this and a more inſolent rate of Outrage againſt 
the good Man : One of the Company told them, they ſhould 
do well to call to mind the Difficulties, Labours, and Ha- 
zards, that Moſes had undergone for their Sakes, and wholly 
to caſt themſelves upon the Goodneſs of God for their Re» 
lief; but this made the Matter ſtill worſe and worſe, and 
ſerv'd only to enflame the Mutineers. When Moſes ſaw the 
Multitude abandon'd to this Degree of Deſperation, he ſpake 
Words of Kindneſs and Comfort to them; notwithſtanding 
all the provoking Affronts and Indignities that had been put 
upon himſelf: Bidding them depend upon it that they ſhould 
ſuddenly have Fleſh ſufficient to ſupply them many Days; 
but they gave no Credit to it, and breaking out into Excla» 
mations, aſking him in Scorn, how he ſhould take upon 
him to feed ſo many Thouſand Men ! His Anſwer was this, 
that God and his Servant Moſes would ſee them provided for, 
notwithſtanding all their Reproaches, and it ſhould be ſud- 
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denly too. The Word was no ſooner out, but the whole 
Camp was fill'd with Quails and the People gather'd them 
up; but it was not long before God took Vengeance upon 
the Hebrews for the Offences they had committed againſt Him- 
e and Moſes : For they were viſited with a Plague that 


coſt them a great many Lives. The Place where this Judg- 
ment befel them is call'd Cabrothaba, or the Graves of Luſt. 
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CHAP, AY. 


Spies ſent into Chanaan. The Delicacy, Plenty, and 
Strength of the Country tempts and affrights the De- 
puties. A Conſpiracy againſt} Moles. Joſhua and 
"Caleb compoſe it. Moſes and Aaron obtain Mercy 
.for the People. 


ent. d 


#\XF 7 Hen Moſes had brought the People into a Place call'd 
the Streights, upon the Borders of Chanaan, and an 
incommodious Quarter to live in, he call'd them together, 
and ſpake to them after this Manner. There are two Bleſ- 
« fings that God has promis'd us ; Liberty, and the Enjoy- 
« ment of a happy Land. By his gracious Bounty at this 
& Inſtant we are in Poſſeſſion of one of them, and it will not 
& be long before you come to be eſtabliſh'd in the other, 
ec We are already upon the Borders of Chanaan, and it is not 
4 in the Power of any King, City, or Nation, to hinder our 
ec Progreſs into the other. Let us alſo in the firſt Place pro- 
c vide an Army for the War; for there will be no gaining 
&« of this Country, but by Labour and Danger, and we muſt 
& cut our Way to it by the Sword. Wherefore let us ſend 
Spies to take a View of the Condition of the Land, and the 
Strength of the People: But above all Things, let us be 
- © unanimous, and aſcribe all Honour to God; who will 
both aſſiſt us and fight fbr us.” | : 
When Moſes had made an end of ſpeaking, the People 
highly approv'd of what he faid, and upon his Motion made 
choice of twelve eminent Men, one out of every Tribe, to 
fend before them for Diſcovery. They made the Tour of the 
whole Land of Chanaan, from Ægypt and the Parts there- 
_  abouts,and ſo to the City Amathe, and to Mount Libanus. 


* * — * — 
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When they had well examin'd the Nature of the Soil, the 
State of the Countfy, and the Manners of the Inhabitants, 
they came back again; with a particular Account of what 
they had ſeen; finiſning the whole Work in forty Days. The 
Report they made, was ſo much to the Advantage of the 
Place for a delicious fruitful Country; and the Samples of 
the Fruits themſelves that they brought along with them, 
were ſo tempting and lovely, that the People were one and 
all for a War to make themſelves Maſters of it. But then, 
on the other Hand, * when the Deputies came to reflect on 
the Difficulties of the Enterprize ; the impaſſable Rivers, and 
unacceſſible Mountains and Precipices ; the ſtrong Holds, and 
fortify'd Cities that they were to encounter upon the Way ; 
beſide a Race of Giants in Hebron, of ſo monſtrous a Bulk 
and Strength, that from their coming out of Ægypt to that 
Inſtant they had never ſeen any Thing comparable to them: 
Their own Hearts fail'd them in the firſt Place, and ſo they 

infected the Multitude with the ſame Apprehenſion. 

The People were fo diſcourag'd upon this Diſcourſe at the 
Hazard of the Undertaking, that they brake up in a Con- 
fuſion, and ſpent that whole Night with their Wives and 
Children in Lamentations and Outcries againſt God and 
Moſes. God promiles fair, they cry'd, but he does nothing 
for us. They fell upon Moſes then again and again, and 

upon his Brother Aaron the High-Prieſt. When they had 
paſs'd away the Night in Outrage and Blaſphemy, they join'd 
carly next Morning in a Conſpiracy to ſtone Moſes and 
Aaron out of Hand, and ſo go their Ways back again into 
Agypt. 
| Vpon this deſperate Diſorder, (a) Jaſbua the Son of Nun, 
of the Tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb of the Tribe of Judah, 
(being the Two only Diſſenters of the Twelve that had been 
employ'd in the Diſcovery) did all that was poſſible to keep 
the Peace, for fear of the dreadful Conſequences that might 
attend ſuch a Tumult, delivering themſelves to this effect. 

Hou is it poſlible for you, good People, to diſtruſt the Ve- 
© racity and Goodneſs of God, and at the ſame time to give 

* Credit to vain Stories and Amuſements about the Land of 
«© Chanaan, that are put abroad on Purpoſe to abuſe you! 

«© Why ſhould not you rather believe, and follow thoſe that 
« have taken ſo much Pains to put you into the Poſſeſſion 

and Enjoyment of thoſe Bleſſings ? What's the Height of 

Mountains, or the Depth of Rivers to Men of undaugted 
| "M3 „ Spirts, 
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& Spirits, and of honourable Reſolutions ! eſpecially when 
© God is both their Protector and Defender. Wherefore 
c Jet us advance and attack the Enemy, they cry'd, without 
& fo much as the leaſt Queſtion of the Event. Only truſt 
“ God for your Guide and follow us where we lead you.” 
This was the Courſe they took to pacifie the People : But 
Moſes and Aaronthrew themſelves proſtrate upon the Ground; 
and beſought God, not for their own Sakes, but to compoſe 
the troubled Minds of the ignorant People, and to deliver 
them from the Diſtemper of their impotent Paſſion. Their 
Prayers were heard ; and there appear'd a Cloud over the Ta- 
bernacle, giving them to underſtand that God was preſent. 


—_ 


CHAP, XV. 


Moſes tells the People from, God, that they themſelves 
ould never enter into the Land of Chanaan ; but that 
their Children ſhall. They repent, and humble them- 
ſelves. Moſes, a Perſon of great Credit and Authori- 


). Amiſerable Famine in the Reign of Claudius, 


Ofes, in the Strength and Confidence of this Viſion, 
| thruſts himſelf into the Croud, and there laid before 

the People the Judgments that God had denounc'd againſt 
them for their Inſolance and Diſobedience: Not as a Puniſh- 
ment anſwerable to the Degree of the Tranſgreſſion, but as a 
Fatherly Correction to his Children:: For, ſays he, upon my 
« entring into the Tabernacle with Supplications and Tears, 
«© to implore the Almighty in his infinite Goodneſs and Mer- 
ce ey, not utterly to deſtroy you from off the Face of the 
© Earth, God was pleas'd to repreſent how ungrateful a Re- 
© turn you had made him for all his Benefits, and the In- 
* dignity you have now offer'd him in giving more Credit 
« to the Impoſtures of your Spies, then to the Promiſes of 
© God himſelf. I can yet aſſure you after this, that you 
„ ſhall not all periſh, - neither will God ever ſuffer the Race 
* of his choſen People to be wholly rooted out: But for the 
e Land of Chanaan, you muſt never expect to enjoy either 
« the Poſſeſſion or the Comforts of it; for you are condemn'd 
« toa wandering Life for Forty Years in the Wilderneſs, 
«without either Houſe or Home, as a Puniſhment for your 

85 e 8 Iniquities. 
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& Iniquities. Now this will not hinder, but that in God's 
« good Time your Children ſhall yet come to be Lords of 
that bleſſed Land, which their Fathers render'd themſelves 
« unworthy of, by their Stubbornneſs and Unbelief.” 

Upon this denouncing Prediction of Moſes, the People 
went all flocking to him, in a Paſſion of Aſtoniſhment and 
Dread, to beg his Mediation to Almighty God on their Be- 
half for Pardon of their Sins, and a Deliverance out of the 
Wilderneſs. He told them that it was not with God as it is 
with Men in the Caſes of human Frailty, to be wrought up- 
on by unreaſonable Importunities ; for the Proceedings of 
the Almighty are founded upon certain Knowledge, Wiſ- 
dom, and Juſtice : And it was upon this Ground that Sen- 
tence had now paſs'd upon them. It may be wonder'd at, 
perhaps, that Moſes, being but one Man, ſhould be able to 
encounter the Rage of ſo many Thouſands, and bring them 
at laſt within the Bounds of Moderation and Reaſon : But 
God aſliſting him, the Minds of the Multitude were pre- 
pared to be overcome. They had found by Experience, up- 
on ſeveral Mutinies and Eſſays of Sedition, that ſtruggling 
did them no good: And this is a common Caſe in other 
Calamities. £ 

Moſes was a wonderful Man alſo in divers other Reſpe&s : 
That is to ſay, for his Piety and Reſolution : And ſo like- 
wiſe for the Credit he had got in the World, to be believ'd 
in whatever he ſaid ; and that not only in his Life-time, but 
his Authority continues ſtill as ſacred to Poſterity, For the 
Hebrews ſtand in as much Awe of his Laws and Precepts, 
at this very Day, as if he himſelf were preſent to puniſh 
them for their Diſobedience ; and their Conſciences accuſe 
them without Need of any other Witneſſes. One might 
give ſeveral Inſtances in Proof of the Veneration all Men 
had for him, as a Perſon of an Authority more then hu- 
man, And this for one among others. There were ſomes 
People that came once from beyond Euphrates, a Four- 
Months-Journey, and with great Hazard and Expence, out 
of a Reſpect to our Way of Worſhip. They offer'd Sacri- 
fice, but were not allow'd any Part of their own Offering; 
the Laws of Moſès in ſome Caſes forbidding it: Others were 
not permitted to ſacrifice at all; and ſome again were forced 
to give off at half Way: Others, in fine, were not ſo much as 
admitted into the Temple, and fo quietly went their Way; 
chooſing rather to reſign to the Appointments of Moſes, den 
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to gratify their own Inclinations: (a) And this out of no o- 
ther Apprehenſion then from their own Conſciences: But 
looking upon the Laws themſelves as of Divine Inſtitution, 
they had the greater Reverence for the Legiſlator. There 
happen'd not long ſince, in the Reign of Claudius and in 
the Pontificat of hmael, a little before the Fewiſh War, ſo 
pinching a Famine in Judœa, that Flour was at four Drach- 
ma's an Aſſur. There was brought up at that Time to the 
Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, ſeventy Corus's ; (b) that is to 
ſay, 31 Sicilian Medimni, and 41 Attick. The Prieſts were 
ready to ſtarve for Wayt of Bread, and yet not ſo much as 
one Man of them touch'd the leaſt Bit of this Proviſion : S6 
tender were they of their Duty to the Law, and of incurring 
God's Diſpleaſure, even for their moſt ſecret Sins. Who 
ſhall any longer doubt now of the Wonders Moſes wrought, 
when our very Enemies are forc'd to acknowledge the Di- 
vinity of the Writings he hath left behind him: And to 
confeſs that the Founder of our Common-wealth was no o- 
ther then the immediate Inſtrument of God himſelf ! But e- 
very one is left to the Liberty of his own Thoughts. 


—_ 
— 


(a) See Selden de Synedriis Hebr. I. 2. o. 3. p. 70. Ed. Amſtel. 
(5) See à Letter of Salmaſſus in the third Faſciculus publiſh'd by Cre- 
Mus, i : 
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CHAP. I. 


The Iſraelites make War upon the Chanaanites, contrary 
to the Advice of Moles, and are ſhamefully overthrown. 


and it was yet the moſt ſenſible Part of their Cala- 

mity, that God would not give them leave to make 
War upon the Chanaanites. Their Hearts, in ſhort, were 
ſet upon't ; but Moſes, from Time to Time, adviſing 
them ſtill againſt it; they told him plainly in the Conclu- 
ſion, © That they would &en go their own Way to Wor 
and do their Buſineſs without him. He had a Mind, hep 
4% ſaid, to keep them in Miſery, and make himſelf neceſſary 
« to them, and that was all he look'd after.” In this Freak, 
Hand over Head, they reſolv'd upon the War, depending, as 
they ſaid, upon God for his Aſſiſtance : Not ſo much for 
Moſes's Sake, as for the Love he bear to their Nation, and 
to the Memory of their worthy Anceſtors. They made no 
doubt, but, if they behav'd themſelves like Men, he that had 
formerly given them Freedom, would now give them Victo- 
ry: Or at worſt, they could deal well enough with the 


"= HE Hebrews had a hard Time in the Wilderneſs ; 
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| Chanaanites, even though Moſes ſhould do all he could to ſet 
God againſt them. We are to maintain our common Li- 
«© berty, they cry'd, without leaping out of one Slavery into 


t another. What Matter is it to us, whether we ſerve Pha- 


te rach, or Moſes * We change our Maſter, *tis true, but not 
« our Condition; ſo long as we ſuffer ourſelves to be ſeduc'd 
« by the Illuſions of this Man's Vanity and Ambition. What 
« 2 Stir does he keep with Stories of his Divine Colloguies and 
ce Revelations ! as if Moſes were the only Confident to the 
« Privacies of God's ſecret Purpoſes and Counſels! Are not 


« all we here of the Race of 4braham, as well as he? How 


«© comes Moſes then by the ſole Privilege of a Divine Pre- 
« ſcience, and a Gift by himſelf in the Faculty of foretelling 
«© Things to come? Is not this the Land that God has pro- 
% mis'd us? Why do not we diſpatch then, and take Poſ- 
ce ſeſſion of it, without being fool'd any longer under a Maſk 
« of feeking God, and ſubjecting ourſelves to the Arrogance 
« of one ſingle Perſon ? Let us bethink ourſelves, as we 
« ought to do, of our preſent Diſtreſs; the Inconveniencies 
c of a Deſart; our Wants daily growing upon us, &c. and 
« what Remedy at laſt, but fighting the Chanaanites out of 
« Hand, taking God for our Leader, without troubling our 
« Heads any longer for the Conſent of our Legiſlator?“ This 
was the Senſe of the Field, without Contradiction; and in 
that Heat the Hebrews march'd up furiouſly to the Enemy : 
But neither the Fierceneſs of the Charge, nor the Odds of 
Number was able to put the Chanaanites off their Guard and 
Reſolution ; for they ſtood the Shock, and routed the He- 
brews ; kill'd a great many upon the Place, and purſu'd the 
reſt ; that ran away moſt ſhamefully, up to their very Camp, 
This unexpected Defeat went to the very Hearts of the He- 
brews ; for they were ſtill in fear of worſe to come, and ſo 
conſcious of an ill and a raſh Thing done, in ſtriking a Bat- 
tle without God's Direction, that they look'd upon this Over- 
throw as a juſt Judgment for their Fool-hardy Wilfulneſs. 
The Spirits of the Multitude were ſo broken and ſunk with 
this Diſaſter, and the Chanaanites on the other Hand ſo puffed 


up and elevated with the Succeſs, that Moſes found no bet- 


ter Expedient in this Extremity, then to march them back a- 
gain into the Wilderneſs, for Fear the Enemy ſhould follow 
the Blow, and do them yet a greater Miſchief, The People 


were convinc'd by this Miſcarriage, that nothing proſper'd 


With them, but by the Advice of Moſes : So that upon the 


= Promiſe of an unconditional Obedience to him for the Fu- 
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ture, the Hebreus decamp'd, and return'd into the Deſart; 


with a Reſolution never to attempt any Thing again upon 
the Chanaanites, without a Direction from Heaven. 


—— 


N 


The Schiſin of Corah againſt Moſes and Aaron, about the 
High- prieſthood. N 


*TI UT it far'd here, as it does commonly with other great 


Bodies, when Things go crols, there will be Fault- 
finding, Faction, Calumnies, and Diſobedience; and fo it 
happen'd with the 7eus. They were 600000 Men upon the 
Muſter, and a People not over-tractabie, at beſt, to their Su- 
periours ; but upon any Pinch of Neceſſity or Misfortune, 
altogether intolerable ; as well one to another, as to their 
Governours. This malevolent Humour of theirs gave 2 
Riſe to the moſt formidable 4 Sedition that ever was heard 
of, either amongſt Greeks or Barbarians ; and it had deſtroy'd 
them to all Manner of Purpoſes, if Moſes had not interpos'd 
to the preſerving of them, generouſly forgetting and forgi- 
ving all paſt Injuries, even from thoſe very People that 
were ſo lately within a little of ſtoning him to Death. But 
after all the Indignities they had put, not only upon God's 
Commandments, but effectually upon God himſelf, in the 
Perſon of his Legiſlator, Providence would not yet totally 
caſt them off, but graciouſly deliver'd them from the immi- 
nent Danger of the moſt deſperate Defection that ever was 
contrived. We are now to ſhew what this Sedition was, 


and how Moſes manag'd Affairs after it was compos'd : But 


firſt of the Cauſe and Occaſion of it. 

4 There was one (a) Corah, a Man famous among the He- 
brews, both for his Blood and Poſſeſſions, and one that had 
the Art of humouring the People; no Man living more po- 
pular. This Corah, ſeeing Moſes mounted above all his Fel- 
lows, and in the Exerciſe of ſovereign Power, took up an en- 
_ vious Pique againſt him. Now being beth of a Tribe, and Kin- 
dred; Corah, the Wealthier of the two, and as well born; he 


thought it hard that Moſes ſhould have the Preference, and not 
without ſome Grumbling too; which made a mighty Noiſe 
| among 
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Tale. Why 'tis a Scandal, /ays he, and a Thing not to be 
« endur'd, for Moſes to take upon him at this Rate, and to 

"< carry on his Ambition thus under a Maſk of Holineſs and 
«_ Religion; and by that Means to raiſe himſelf a Reputati- 
« on to the Wrong of other Men.: As he gave lately the 
% Prieſthood, and other Dignities to his Brother Aaron, with- 
t out any Right or Colour for it; no Conſent of the People 

4 to't, nor any Pretext of Authority, ſave only his own ar- 
& bitrary Will and Pleaſute. And that which makes it worſe 
« yet, is the Way he has of ſcrewing himſelf ſo inſenſibly 
e into the Government, that the People have loſt their Li- 
& berty before they know where they are. He that in his own 
« Conſcience finds himſelf worthy to be a Ruler, will take the 


„ Good-will and Approbation of the People along with him, 


without any Need of Violence for the gaining of his End. 
« Nay, in many Caſes, where Fairneſs and Honeſty will 


| < not fo the Work, the very Fame of Probity and Square- 
dealing keeps Men within ſome tolerable Compaſs. But | 
«© then what cannot be effected by Force, may be ſupply'd 


« by Craft and Undermining: And that dark Way of Pro- 


„ ceeding cught to be made exemplary in Time, before it 


<< breaks out into open Practices upon the State. What has 
„ Mofes to ſay for himſelf, for the conferring the High- 
% Prieſthood upon Aaron, and his Sons after him? If God 
« (ſays he) has annex'd the Honour to the Tribe of Levi, 
IJ myſelf may pretend to a Right to the Preference, being 
< of the ſame Stock with Mo/es, and his Superiour, both for 
« Riches and Tears. Or if it be to paſs by Seniority, it 


© belongs to the Tribe of Reuben; to Dathan, Abiram, and 


© (a) Phala, who are the Seniors of that Tribe, and Men 
« of eminent Credit every Way among them.“ 
Corab's Pretext all this while was the publick Good; but 

his Buſineſs, in Truth, was to inſinuate himſelf into the Dig- 


nity by the Supplanting of Haron. This Calumny was de- 


liver'd in Terms plauſible enough, and ſo it paſs'd from one 
to another, gathering ſtill as it went, till in the End the 
whole Camp was full of it, and no leſs than two Hundred 
and fifty of the principal Men among them join'd with the 


Faction, in a Conſpiracy to take away the High-Prieſthood 


from the Brother of Moſes, and transfer it to Corah. This ſet 


the Multitude all in an Uproar, crouding up to the Taberna- 
cle, and roaring it out, Stone, him, ſtone him; take away 


this 
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« this Tyrant; and ſet the People at Liberty from the un- 
„ merciful Oppreſſions that this Man lays upon us. If God 
« had had a Hand (zhey cry'd) in this Choice, he would never 
d © have conferr'd the Honour upon a Perſon fo much below 
. the Dignity of the Function; or if God had deſign'd it for 
e © Aaron, it ſhould have come to him by the Suffrage of the 
« People, not by the Favour of his Brother.“ 
Moſes knew very well what Corah was a-doing, and what 
Effect his artificial Way of Slander. had upon the enrag'd 
Multitude. But in the Comfort and Support of a good Con- 
| ſcience, and in the certain Knowledge that his Brother was 
promoted to the Prieſthood by God's Appointment, and not 
upon any private Account of his own, he made no Difficulty 
(being well ſkill'd in popular Arts) of preſenting himſelf be- 
fore the People: And ſo he addreſſes to Corab in Words to 
this Purpoſe. | a 
I give it for granted, Corah, ( /ays he) that you yourſelf, 
« and your noble Companions here (pointing at the two hun- 
« dred and fifty of the Faction) are all worthy of Honour; in 
| | © the mean Time, not excluding the reſt of this Multitude of 
People, how inferiour ſoever to yourſelf, upon the Com- 
“ pariſon, both in Riches and other Faculties. Aaron was not 
« made High-Prieſt for his Wealth; you yourſelf are worth 
« two of him: Nor for his Vobility; for we are all of a Fa- 
«© mily, and derive from the ſame Progenitor : Neither did F 
% rob any Man of his Right in what I gave to my Brother: 
« Or if I had any Thing in my Eye, but Honour and Ju- 
« ſtice, I ſhould have given it to myſelf inſtead of him, for 
« Charity begins at Home : Beſide that I muſt have been a Mad- 
«© man to expoſe myſelf to Danger, by doing an ill Thing 
ce for another, and reaping no Benefit by it myſelf. But far 
« be it from me to be guilty of ſach an Improbity. God 
« Almighty would never have ſuffer'd, either himſelf to be 
« contemn'd, or you to be ignorant of the moſt acceptable += 
« Things you could do to pleaſe him. It was God himſelf. 
«© that choſe the Prieſt; and it was God's Act that has dif. 
« charg'd me of the Crime. But now ſuppoſing Aaron to. 
ce be poſleſs'd of the holy Character purely by a Divine Choice, 
« and without any Inclination of Partiality of mine, to inter- 
« veen, he ſhall make no Difficulty of caſting the Cauſe up- 
“ on your Cages yet over again, without inſiſting upon 
e the Legality of what has been done already, though with 
« your own Approbation. This is to ſhew you that HE hath 
„ no Ambition in him; and that he is ready to part with 
«© any Thing, let it be never fo much his Right, for the p 
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& chaſing.of your Peace. As to the Acceptance of what God 
ec hath been pleas'd to offer us, there can be no Offence in it; 
ac and ſo on the other Hand, it would have been highly im- 
% pious to have refus'd it. But nothing however can be 
c more reaſonable then to allow the Benefactor a Right of 
ce ratitying and making good his own Bounty. Wherefore 
« you cannot do better then to refer the Matter once again 
« even to God himſelf, and ſo to abide by the Perſon he 
«& ſhall be pleas'd to make Choice of for the ſacred Function. 
« Now it would be a ſtrange Thing for you, Corab, by your 
c Ambition, to bar God the Liberty of chooſing his own 
c Prieſt. This is the very Caſe, and without any further 
„ Controverſy, one Day more will bring this Point to an Iſ- 
« fue. Let all the Pretenders to this Dignity appear To- 
«© morrow-Morning with their Cenſers in their Hands, and 
« Fire and Incenſe in them. You mult have Patience, Corah, 
« and wait God's Determination, without preſuming to ſet 
« up your own Authority above his: But do you appear alſo 
« yourſelf, among the other Candidates for the Dignity ; and 
% know not why Aaron may not come up too, as one of 
„ the Family, and a Perſon that hath behav'd himſelf fault- 
&« leſly in the Function. When you are altogether, offer up 
« your. Incenſe in the Sight of the People, and let that Per- 
« ſon whoſe Sacrifice ſhall be found moſt acceptable to God, 
ce be declar'd to be the High-Prieſt, and then in Courſe con- 
« firm'd by my Authority. This will ſet every Thing right 
c upon the whole Matter in Diſpute, and likewiſe diſcharge 
« me from the Calumny of Partiality toward my Brother.” 


—_— oy —_— 
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| CHAP, III. 
God's Judgment upon Corah, Dathan, and Abiram ; 
and the Prieſthood ſettled upon Aaron and his Poſterity. 


\ A 7 Ith this Diſcourſe Moſes both quieted the People, and 
I ingratiated himſelf into their better Opinion at the 
fame Time; inſomuch that they look'd upon all he ſaid as 


"exceedingly to the Purpoſe, and gave him in fine the Cha- 


racter of a very good and a wiſe Man ; and here the Coun- 
cil broke up. | 


The next Morning all the People gather'd together to 


attend 
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attend the Sacrifice, and to ſee what would become of the 


Election then in Queſtion. The Multitude was tumultuous 
and uneaſy; divided in their Inclinations, and not a little 
ſollicitous betwixt Hope and Fear, what might be the Event 
of that Conteſt. Some were for having Moſes expos'd ; but 
the Men of Senſe and Sobriety were for Peace and Quietneſs; 
for if the Rabble got a Head once, they did not know but 
they might over-run the Government. For the common 
People are naturally fond of new Things; querelous and 
envious againſt their Superiors ; apt to receive and to ſpread 
Calumnies, and carry'd about with every Wind and Rumour. 
Moſes however ſent a Summons to Dathan and Abiram, to at- 
tend the Buſineſs of the Day, and put in their Claims as they 
pretended ; but the Meſſengers brought Word back, that 
they abſolutely refus'd ; ſaying that Moſes had gotten a Pow- 
er into his Hands by indirect Means, and that they were re- 
| ſolv'd to ſubmit no longer to the Uſurpation. Upon this 
Anſwer and Return, Moſes call'd to ſuch and ſach of the El- 
ders, and bad them follow him, which they did, without a- 
ny Difficulty or Delay; and fo away went Moſes (how much 
below him ſoever otherwiſe) in Perſon to the rebellious Fac- 
tion. Dathan and his Companions hearing that Moſes and 
his Train were coming towards them, went out of their 
Tents with their Wives and Children, and there ſtood wait- 
ing to ſee what would become of this extraordinary Viſit ; 
but with their Guards all at Hand to repel Force by Force, 
in caſe of any Violence. Moſes went peaceably forward, 
till he came to Dathan, and there he ſtopt, lifting up his 
Hands to Heaven, and calling upon God with a loud Voice, 
that the whole Field might hear him. = 
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“ Bleſſed God, ſays he, thou that art the Lord of the Hea- 
vens, the Earth and the Sea; the irrefragable Witneſs of 
all my Actions, and that whatever I have hitherto-done 
hath been perfectly in Obedienee to thy ſpecial Direction: 
Thou that in Compaſſion to the Hebrews haſt ſo graciouſly 
provided for them in their Flight, and in their miſerable. 
Neceſlities ; having been likewiſe upon all Occaſions m 
conſtant Support! Lord hear my Prayer: Thou that 
knowelt all Things, and ſearcheſt the very Secrets of our 
Hearts, vouchſafe to bring the Truth to Light, and to lay 
open the Ingratitude of my unrighteous Accuſers. Thou 
that art privy to the whole Hiſtory of paſt Ages, and of 
my Life in particular, not by Hèarſy, but upon certain 
and infallible Knowledge; Lord do thou bear Teſtimony. 
to my Innocence, againſt the malicious Calumniators of 
% m 
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c my Integrity and Conduct. Thou know'ſt, good God, 
ee that at ſuch Time as I was ſettled in the comfortable State 
 « of a quiet, eaſie Life, under thy Bleſſing upon my Induſtry, 
ce and by the Kindneſs of my Father-in-Law Raguel, I quit- 
ce ted all the Pleaſures and Conveniencies of a plentiful and 
« a ſafe Privacy, in exchange for troubleſome, and dange- 
« rous Commiſſions on the Behalf of theſe People; Expo- 
ec ſing myſelf, firſt for their Liberty, and now for their Se- 
c cyrity, to all Labours and Hazards. . But ſince ſo it is, af- 
e ter all this, that I am now fallen under the Jealouſie and 
ct Diſpleaſure of thoſe very People, who by my Care and 
« Providence have been redeem'd out of ſo many Extremi- 
cc ties; Lord, /ays he, thou that did'ſt vouchſaſe to appear 
cc ta thy Servant out of the Fire upon Mount Sinai, to let 
ec him hear thy Voice, and make him a Witneſs of the Prodi- 
ce gies there wrought : Thou that gav'ſt him the Honour of 
« an Embaſſy into Ægypt, bringing down the Agyptians 
“ Pride, and delivering the Hebrews out of their Bondage: 
& Thou, /ays Moſes, that laid'ſt the Power of Pharaoh at my 
% Feet, turning the Sea into dry Land, and that dry Land 
ce into Sea again, for the Safety of thy People, and the Con- 
e fuſion of the Ægyptians, furniſhing thoſe with Arms that 
« were defenceleſs; converting corrupt Water into Sweet ; 
tc fetchingFountarns out of Rocks, in the Extremity of Drought; 
« Food out of the Sea, and Meat from Heaven to ſupply 
« their Wants: (a Thing never heard of before) Lord, ſays he, 
thou that haſt laid the Foundations of our Government, 
and modell'd our Laws; thou that art the Judge and Wit- 
« neſs of all Things, avenge my Cauſe, and bear this Teſti- 
* mony for me: That I never was corrupted into the Favour 
e of an unjuſt Cauſe, or of a rich Man againſt a Poor: And 
« yet, now Lord, ſays he, I find Male-Adminiſtration laid 
4 to my Charge, as if I had elevated my Brother to the High- 
« Prieſthood, not by Divine Appointment, but by the Im- 
s pulſe of a private Affection, and without any Authority 
from above for what I did. Lord be pleas'd to make it 


appear now, that all Things are govern'd by thy Providence, 


and brought to paſs by the Interpoſition of thy holy Will, 


2 * not by Chance ; and out of thy wonted Kindneſs to the 
— * Hebrews, vindicate thyſelf and them, upon Dathan and 


e Abiram, for the Inſolence of ſuggeſting thee to be circum- 


| F = © vented by my Impoſtures; which is all one with rendering 


x thee paſſive and inſenſible. Lord, ſays he, viſit yheſe blaſ- 
« phemous Detraftors from thy Glory with an exemplary 
Vengeance: Let them not die the common Death of other 
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« Men ; but as they are not worthy to live upon the Earth, 
« Jet the Earth ſwallow them up with their Families and 
« Subſtance, for the Honour of thy Power, and for a Docu- 
© ment to Ages to come, that they may think more reve- 
« rently of thy Divine Majeſty : And if I myſelf ſhall be 


c found guilty of the Charge exhibited againſt me, may all 


c thoſe Curſes light upon my own Head, and my Oppoſers 
« be happy and free. But when thou ſhalt pour out thy 
« Wrath upon the Diſobedient and the Troublers of thy Peo- 
« ple, Lord preſerve the reſt in Peace and Unity, ſafe and 
„ untouch'd, that live in a dutiful Gonformity to thy Com- 
«© mandments : Neither will it ſtand with the Methods of 
c thy Juſtice, either to confound the Innocent with the Of- 
« fenders, or to puniſh the Guiltleſs for the Faults of tne 
Guilty.“ 

Theſe Words were interrupted with Tears, when all on 2 
ſudden the Earth fell a Trembling into an Agitation like the 
rolling of an angry Sea in a Storm, which ſtruck the whole 


Multitude with a profound Aſtoniſhment and Horror; and 


a diſmal Outcry was heard upon it, that ran through all 
their Tents. In the Concluſion the Ground open'd under 
the Feet of the Faction with a terrible Noiſe, and ſwallow'd 
them all up, every Man of them, with all that was dear to 
them; cloſing again immediately ſo exactly that the very 
Mark of the Rupture was not to be perceiv'd. 

This was the End of a ſeditious, ſchiſmatical Faction; 
and an illuſtrious Inſtance it was of God's Providence and 


Power at once. And to make the Caſe niore compaſſionable 
there was not ſo much as one of their Relations and Ace- 
quaintances that pity'd them. Nay, the whole Multitude 


had nothing in their Mouths but Joy and Acclamations, it 
Contemplation of this Effort of Divine Juſtice. They look'd 
no further back upon Things paſt, then to raiſe in them a 
Deteſtation for the Memory of thoſe People, as the Peſt of 
their Nation, and Men that did not deſerve ſo much as hu- 
man Tenderneſs. After the Extinction of Dathan and his 


Complices, Ms/es conven'd the Candidates for the Ponta: 


Committing the Choice to God once more, to be conferr'd 


upon him whoſe Sacrifice ſhould appear to be beſt accepted. 
There were gather'd together fe Hundred and fifty Perm õ r 


that both for their Fathers Sakes and their own, had an mi- 
nent Reputation among thy beople; and with theſe Men 
came forth Aaron, and Corus who ſtanding before the Ta- 


» 


bernacle, offer'd ſuch Incenſe in their Cenſers as they brought 


with them. While they were thus employ'd, there N 
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all in an Inſtant, ſo fierce a Fire, that the Flame of bugging” 
Mountains, the Conflagration of whole Foreſts, with Wind 

and Bruſh-wood to aſſiſt it, was as nothing to it. It was 
clear and flagrant, and came undoubtedly from Heaven; 
for no natural Ingredients could have produc'd ſo ſubtle a 
Flame: By the Force of this Fire, Corah and his two Hundred 
and fifty Companions were ſo totally conſum'd, that there was 
not ſo much as any Remainder of their Carcaſſes to be found: 
Only-Aaron ſurviv'd, untouch'd, as a moſt certain Evidence 
that this was the ſupernatural Work of an Almighty Power. 
Moſes, for the perpetual Memory of this Judgment, in the 


Franſmitting of it to Poſterity, commanded Eleazar the Son 


of Aaron, to faſten their Cenſers about a Braſen Aliar for a 
Warning to Generations to come, not to trifle and play 
Tricks with God Almighty. By this Time it was evident 
beyond all Contradiction that Aaron was not elevated to the 
Pontificate by canvaſſing er Favour, but by God's Appoint- 


ment; and that he held it ever after by the ſame Title. 


CHAT. Iv. 


What befel the Iſraelites in the Deſart, during the Space 
| of Thirty eight Tears. 


'B UT all this did not yet put a final End to the rebelli- 
— ous Humour, for it was follow'd with another Sedition, 


If | poſſible, worſe then the former; which took its Riſe from 
ſuch Cauſes as in all likelihood would not be eaſily ſup- 


preſs'd : For when they had once taken up#a'Perſnaſion that 
all Things came to paſs by Providence and by the Will of 


q ; 5 85 God, they reckon'd every Thing to be done for Moſes's Sake. 
5 Bo that aſl the Severities of Divine Juſtice were caſt upon his 


Account, as if God would not have been ſo rigorous againſt 


- - Sinpers, if Moſes had not.preſs'd him to it, and it was not 


Fo much for their Wickedneſs that they were puniſh'd, as to 


Paige Moſes. © What was the Fault, hey cry'd, of all 
thoſe noble and excellent Men that loſt their Lives upon 
> © Mofes's Inſtigation; but the excefſive Zeal and Aſſection 
they had for the Worſhip of their God? And Moſes, they 
aid, made his Profit of thei 

s confirming his Brother in til 


Aud of the Peoples Ruin, by 


Pontifical Dignity, and en- 
fect « tailing 
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« tailing it upon his Line: For after paying ſo dear for the 


upon the abſolute Neceſlity of putting ſome timely Check 


their Grievances, and without one Word of Anſwer, for fear 


next Day produc'd them, which were eaſily known again 3 


dition. 


Burden of all Military Charges; and for fear the Care of pro- 


“Competition, no Body elſe would ever pretend to it again 
« for the Future.“ Now this was a Time for the Relations 
of the deceas'd to menage with the Multitude, and to dilate 


to the Pride and exorbitant Power of Moſes : Which the Peo- 
ple might eaſily do, they faid, and it concern'd them to take it 
into their Care, Moſes found a Storm a-coming, and very 
prudently, to prevent the mortal Conſequences that might 
probably follow upon ſuch a Tumultuary Practice and Diſ- 
poſition, he order'd an Aſſembly to be call'd, where he heard 


of making Matters worſe, appointed the Heads ef the Tribes 
to bring their Rods, with the Names of their Tribes inſcrib'd 
upon them: and He to be preferr'd to the Dignity, upon 
whoſe Rod ſhould be found any particular Mark of God's 
Favour. + This they all agreed to, and brought their Rods 
with Inſcriptions, as directed; Aaron among the reſt : And 
his Rod bare the Inſcription of the Tribe of Levi. Moſes laid 9 
them up for the preſent in the Tabernacle of God, and the 


for the Princes that brought them, and the reſt of the People, 
ſaw their own Marks upon them. They found all the reſt of 
the Rods juſt as they left them the Day before, only Aaron's 
ſprouted out with Branches and Buds; and which was yet a 
greater Wonder, bearing Ripe Almonds ; che Rod being of 
that Wood. The Strangeneſs of this Spectacle put the Pegs 
ple to their Wit's end ; but though they had ſome grudging 
{till to Moſes and Aaron, the Animoſity and Paſſion of the 
Enmity was yet taken off, and they all ſtood in Admiration 
at the Judgment of God; reſign'd themſelves to his holy 
Pleaſure, and yielded the Right of the Election to Aaron, 
who was now the third Time confirm'd by God himſelf in 
the Prieſthood, where it reſted without any following Gon- 
tradition. This, in fine, put a happy Period to the Trou> | 
bles of the Hebrews after a long Courſe of Violence and Se= + © 


* 


The Tribe of Levi being ſet apart for the Service of God in oF 
holy Offices and Duties, Moſes exempted them from the 
viding Neceſſaries for Life might divert them from attending” . 5 
the Duties of their Function, he order'd it, that fo ſoon as 
ever the Land of Chanaan ſhould by God's Aſſiſtance came we 
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be conquer'd, there ſhould be Forty eight of the beſt and fair- 
eſt Cities allotted for the Entertainment of the Levites, with 
two Thouſand Cubits of Land round about, and contiguous to 
the Walls of the Place; beſide the Impoſition of a Tenth 
Part of the Yearly Profits ariſing from the Fruits of the Earth, 
to be paid as a Duty on the whole People, to the Pyieſts and 
Leavites : Which hath been religiouſly obſerv'd ever ſince. 
Let this ſuifice as to the Revenue of this Tribe upon the Peo- 
ple, and we ſhall now come to what properly belongs to the 
Prieſts themſelves, | : | 

Moſes provided that of the Eight and Forty Cities before 
ſpoken of, the Levites ſhould yield Thirteen of them to the 
Prieſts, and the Tenth Part of the Tithes, beſide the Fir/t- 
Fruits of all the Products of the Earth as an Offering to God: 
The Fir/tling of all Four-footed Beaſts offer'd in Sacrifice; 
if a Male, it is to be brought to the Prieſt to ſacrifice ; to be. 
eaten in the City with their Family; but for thoſe which the 
Law of the Country will not permit to be eaten, the Owner 
ſhall preſent a Shekel and a half inſtead of a Firſtling, and 
for the firſt Born of a Man, five Shekels : And there is a Du- 
ty alſo to be allow'd upon Wool and Corn, as a Cake upon 
thoſe that bake Bread. 

* As for the Nazarenes that tie themſelves up by a Vow, 
neither to cut their Hair nor to drink Wine; when the Time 
of their Vow is expir'd, and they preſent themſelves to have 
their Hair conſecrated ; whatever they offer in Sacrifice be- 
Jongs to the Prieſts : And fo for thoſe that call themſelves 
Corban, that is by Interpretation a Giſt, when they deſire to 
be diſcharg'd of their Obligation and voluntary Vow, there 
is a Duty belongs to the Prieſts, of Hy Shekels for a Man, 
and Thirty for a Woman ; and they that have not wherewith- 
al, muſt remit themſelves to the:Diſcretion of the Prieſt. 
They that kill Beaſts for private Uſe, and not for Sacrifice, 
muſt allow the Prieſts the Breaſt of the Beaſt, and the Right 
Shoulder. This was the Allotment of Moſes for the Prieſts, 
beſide Sin- Oferings, which we have ſpoken of in the laſt 
Book before this. He ordain'd likewiſe that in all Contri- 
” butions to the Order of Prieſts, their Wives, Children, and 
Servants ſhould have their Share; ſaving in Sin-Offerings, 
" Zand thoſe are only to be eaten by the Prieſts that Officiate. 
It muſt be in the Temple too, and on the ſame Day. 
Matters being thus ſettled. and the Sedition cruſh'd, Moſæs 
*decamp'd, and with his whole Army march'd to the Borders 
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of 1dumea, ſending his Ambaſſadors before-hand to the King 

there, to deſire a free Paſſage for his Troops through his 
Country; © upon Aſſurance that he would give him no man- 
ner of Trouble, and that whatever he had he would pay for.“ 
His Paſſage was however refus'd, and an Army drawn up 
to the Frontiers ready to oppoſe him if he ſhould offer to 
force his Way. Moſes had recourſe to God for Advice, whoſe 
Anſwer was, that he would not have him the Aggreſſor, and 
{o he withdrew to take his Way by the Deſart. | 
X At this Time dy'd Mariam the Siſter.of Maſes, at the Be- 
ginning of the Month Xanthicus, and in the fortieth Year 
compleat after her coming out of Æyypt. She had a publick 
and a ſplendid Burial upon a Mountain known by the Name 
of Sin: And after thirty Days of Mourning, Maſes + purify'd 
the People. The Prieſt took a young red Heifer, that had 
never known the Yoke, brought it out a little Way from the 
Army, and there in a very clean Place kill'd it, dipping his 
Finger ſeven Times in the Blood, and therewith ſprinkling the 
Tabernacle of God. After this he put the Heifer whole into 
the Fire, Skin, Entrails and all, with a Stick of Cedar, Hyſſop, 
and alittle Scarlet-colour'd Wool. When all was conſum'd, 
a young Man, of an unſpotted Virgin Chaſtity, was employ'd 
to gather up the Aſhes, and lay them up in the cleaneſt Place 
that could be found. Now whoever ſtood in need of being 
purify'd, either for touching a dead Body, or for aſſiſting at 
a Funeral, he had no more to do, then to caſt of theſe Aſhes 
into Fountain-water ; dip a Bunch of Hyſſop in it, and ſprinkle 
himſelf with it on the Third and the Seventh Day : And 
this was the Ceremony of the Purification, - which Moſes 
commanded to be oblerv'd whenever the Hebrews ſhould 
come to be poſſeſs'd of the Land which God had promis'd 
them. | 

After this Purification was over for the Death of his Siſter, 
Moſeæs led the Army through the De/art into Arabia, and 
coming to their Capital City, formerly call'd Arce, at preſent 
Petra, where there was a very high Mountain, Aaron, being 
foretold by Moſes that he was near his End, went up to this 
Mountain, took off his Pontifical Stole, and deliver'd it to his 
Son Eleazar, as the next Heir to the Dignity, and in the Sight 
of the whole Army ended his Days there, in the Hundred 
twenty and third Year of his Age, and in the firſt Moon of the 
= 83 Month, 
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Month, which the Athenians call Hecatombeon, the Macedo- 
nians, Lous, the Hebrews, (a) Sabba, and the Romans, Auguſs 
tus, His Siſter dy'd alſo in the ſame Year. 
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CHAP. v. 

Schon and Og defeated by Moſes, and their Lands di- 
tributed by Let to two Tribes and a half of the He. 
*brews. Fe 


PV Hen the Mourning for Aaron was paſt, (which laſted 
* thirty Days) Moſes march'd with the Army to the 
River Arnon, that falls from the Mountains of Arabia, and 
running through the whole Defar?, empties itſelf into the 
Lake Aſphaltitis, dividing the Moabites from the Amorites. The 
Country is very fruitful, and wants for nothing. The King's 
Name of the latter was (6) Sehon, to whom Moſes fent very 

re ſpectfully for leave to paſs his Troops through his Coun- 

try, offering any Security to ſave him and his People harm- 

Jeſs to all manner of purpoſes. Sehon deny'd him Paſſage, 
and march'd his Troops preſently to prepoſſeſs the Foords 

+ Of the River, and oppoſe his coming over. 

When Moſes found that the Amorites were reſolv'd upon 
à War, he could hardly digeſt the Aﬀront, and ſo reckon'd 

It his beſt Courſe for himſelf to give the firſt Attack : For 

the Hebrews being a ſlippery People, he did not know but 
Want and Idlenefs might debauch them into their oid Freaks 
over again. But however, for fear of the worſt, he conſulted 

- God in the firſt Place, whether he ſhould attempt the forcing 
of his Way by the Sword, or not,. This he did, and benin 
not only a Permiſſion to do it, but an Aſſurance of Victory. 
Moſes upon this Encouragement, animated the Army into 

a Confidence of Succeſs ; telling them, © that now was the 
Fime to ſignalize their Valour, when they had both di- 
vine Approbation and human Authority to ſecond their In- 
*clinations.” Upon theſe Words, without any Heſitation or 
_ Delay, they march'd up, and made a furious Charge upon 
= the Enemy. The King and his Army fell into a Panick Ter- 
the very Sight of them, and after all their Big-words 
Menaces at a Diſtance, they had not the Heart ſo much 
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as to look the Hebrews in the Face. Their only Hope wag 
in their Heels, and in their wall'd Towns, if they could 
come at them : But they were ſo cloſe purſu'd, that their 
Flight little avail'd them. They fell into a direct Rout upon 
the very firſt Shock, and in that Confuſion they all ran ſeve- 
ral Ways to ſave themſelves ; the Hebrews, light-arm'd and 
ſwift of Foot, at the Heels of them, with their Slings, Darts 
and Arrows, reaching thoſe at a Diſtance that they could not 
otherways overtake. A World of them were cut off at the 
River ; Schon their King among the reſt : Where they ſtopt 
to quench their Thirſt, for it was an exceſſive Heat. The 
Slaughter, in fine, was terrible, and never a more abſolute 
Victory. The Hebrews had the Spoil of the Field, a prodi- 
gious Booty, and that which they moſt wanted, Corn in 
Abundance ; for the Harveſt was yet upon the Ground : All 
was their own in ſhort ; they went whither they would, did 
what they would, and took what they would, without either 
Reſiſtance or Controul ; for there were hardly any left behind 
to oppoſe them; and, the Work once over, they were at lei- 
ſure to make merry. | 
This befel the Amorites, for want both of Conduct and 
Courage; for they had neither Foreſight to prevent the Miſ- 
chief, nor Reſolution to encounter it. This Place, which the 
Hebrews had now made themſelves Maſters of, is a kind of 
Peninſula, betwixt three Rivers; Arnon on the South, Faboc 
(that drops into the River Jordan) on the North, and the 
River Jordan itſelf on the Weſt. | 
While Matters were in this Condition, the Maelites found 
they had yet another Enemy to cope with, which was (a) OF 
the King of Galadene, and of Gaulanitis, who was marchin 
with a powerful Army to the Relief of Sehon his Friend ad 
Ally. He was met with upon the Way with the News of 
the Battle, and a total Defeat; but this was not enough yet 
to deter him from putting the main Cauſe to the Iſſue o 
another Trial. He did ſo, and his Confidence deceiv'd him: 
for he and his whole Army were cut off to a Man. After 
this Victory, Moſes paſ”'d the River Jaboc, and made an In- 1 
road into Cg's Dominions, deſtroying all the Cities Where AY 
ever he came, and putting the Inhabitants to the Sword x 1 
which were a very rich, and a powerful People. The Ring 
himſelf was brave, and daring to the higheſt Degree, and 
his Courage, a goodly Man of Strength and Stature, as ap“ 
peared by the Dimenſions of a Bed of his, that was found in 
S his 
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his Palace at Rabatha. The Frame of it was of Iron; the 
Breadth of it four Cubits, and the Length nine. The Fall 
of this Man did not only ſettle the //raelites in a preſent 
State of Security-and Quiet ; but laid the Foundation of great 
Advantages to come : For they poſſeſt themſelves of no leſs 
then /ixty of his ſtrong Holds, and well fortify'd Cities, and 
the whole Army to a Man all this while moſt prodigiouſly 
enrich'd with the Booty. 


.. 


Moſes makes War upon the Madianites. The Hiſtory of 
Balaam and Balaak. Zimri oppoſes Moſes, « Phineas 
kills Zimri and Cosbi. 


OQN after this, Meſes remov'd his Camp to a great 
Plain over againſt Ferichs, an opulent City, and fa- 
mous for Palm-Trees and Balſam. The Maelites were now 
ſo fluſh'd with Victories, that nothing would down with them 
but more War; and Maſes thought it pity this martial Hu- 
mour ſhould ly idle: So that after Sacrificing and Feaſting, 
he ſent away a Detachment from his Army to lay waſte the 
Country of the Madianites, and to deſtroy their Cities, The 
Grqund of the War was this. 

'* Balaak, the King of the Mecabites, and an ancient Allie 
of the Madianites, finding the Hraelites grow lo faſt, began 
to have ſome Apprehenſion for himſelf, and of his own 

| Safety. He did not know, it ſeems, that God had forbidden 

the Hebrews to tempt any other Conqueſt then that of Canaan ; 

_ fo that he was either not well inform'd, or not well advis'd | 
upon this Matter. As to the Point of making War upon a 
People elevated, and puffed up with ſuch a Courſe of Suc- 

 celles, it was a Thing he durſt not ſo much as think of; but 

he was willing enough yet to put ſome Stop to their further 

Progreſs,' and to ſend his Ambaſſadors to the Madianites, to 

conſult what might be done for the common Security of 

them both. The, Madianites ſent away preſently Balaak's 
Ambaſſadors, and ſome Men of Honour with them, to one 

Balaam that liv'd beyond the Euphrates; a famous Prophet 
in thoſe Parts, and their particular Friend; deſiring him on- 

's a come over to hemp, and curſe the Ifraelites. He treated 

the 
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the Ambaſſadors with great Generoſity and Reſpect, aſking 
Counſel of God after Supper, what Return he ſhould make 
them. His Order was, that he ſhould not comply with 
them; and fo with that Anſwer he went back, telling them 
that he had the greateſt Mind in the World to gratify their 
Deſires, but that God was againſt it, to whoſe Goodneſs he 
ſtood indebted for the Reputation he had gotten of a true 
Prophet; declaring further to them, that the Army which 
they would have him to curſe was highly in God's Favour. 
And therefore it was his Advice, that they ſhould rather ad- 
dreſs themſelves to the Maelites, and ſecure a fair Under- 
ſtanding wich thoſe People upon what Terms ſoever. With 
this Reſolution he diſcharg'd the Ambaſſadors : But the Ma- 
dianites, upon the violent Importunity of Balaak (who was 
much unſatisfy'd with the Anſwer) ſent the ſame Meſſengers 
a ſecond Time upon the fame Errand ; and Balaam, out of 
a Deſire to keep fair with the World, went and conſulted 
God a ſecond Time upon the ſame Queſtion, Why then you 
may go along with the Ambaſſadors, ſays the Oracle: And 
Balaam, not conſidering with what Air it was ſpoken, went 
Gmply along with them. As they were upon the Way, an 
Angel met them in a narrow Place betwixt two Walls, and 
not Room enough for two to paſs. Balaam was mounted 
upon an 4/5, which, at the Sight of this Viſion, ſtopt, and 
upon his ſtriking, and preſſing to make her go forward, ſhe 
cruſh'd him up againſt the Wall; the Angel keeping the 
Way ſtill, and the Prophet {till correcting his 4/5. But it 
pleaſed God at length to open the 45's Mouth, in a Com- 


plaint of the Injuſtice of her Maſter, to beat her at that Time 


tor not going forward, when the Angel of the Lord ſtood 
there in the Paſſage, to divert him from doing what he was 
about to do. The 4/5 urging alſo, that this was the firſt 
Time ſhe had ever diſobey'd him. Balaam was ſurpriz'd, and 
affrighted to hear the 4/5 talk like a Man; and the Angel 
rebuked Balaam for what he had done, telling him, That 
it was not the Fault of the Beaſt, but the Fault of the Pro- 


« phet, in preſuming to take a Journey, contrary to the de- 


. © clared Will of God.” The Prophet would have gone back, 
but God bad him go forward, upon Condition, that he ſhould 
ſay nothing but what he himſelf put in his Mouth. | 


Upon the Condition aforeſaid, Balaam went to Balaak, 


and, after a very gracious Reception, deſir'd the King he 
might be conducted to ſome of the high Mountains there- 


abouts, where he might take a View of the Camp of the- 


Hebrews, $0 Balaaꝶ himſelf took Balaam along with 5 
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with his Royal Train, up to the Top of a Mountain, a Mat- 
ter of 60 Furlongs from the Army: And when the Prophet 
had made his Remarks, he directed * /even Altars to be 
rais'd, and ſeven Bulls, and as many Rams to be prepared 
for Sacrifices ; which was done out of Hand, and the Vic- 
tims preſently offer'd up in order to the forming of a Judg- 
ment upon the Matter in Queſtion betwixt the two Armies. 
So ſoon as he had well digeſted his Obſervations, he deliver'd 
the Reſult of his Preſages with his Face toward the Army of 
the Ißraelites in theſe Words. | | 

-+ © You are the happy People, (/ays he) that by the Bleſ- 


« fing and Bounty of God ſhall enjoy Plenty of all good 


© Things in Abundance : You ſhall have Providence for your 
4 Guide, your Protector, and Support, and a Reputation be- 
4 yond all other Mortals, for the Innocence of your Lives, 
* the Probity of your Manners, and your Love and Practice 
of Virtue; and the Fame of your Poſterity ſhall yet exceed 
© that of your Forefathers; for God will take you into his Pe- 
“ culiar Care and Protection, and make you, of all Nations 
under the Sun, the moſt Bleſſed. You ſhall enter into Poſ- 
« ſeſſion of the Land of Promiſe, whither God hath ſent you, 
* and it ſhall be to you and your Poſterity for ever. The 
e whole Earth and Sea ſhall be full of your Glory; and you 
© ſhall have ſo numerous an Iſſue, that in all Parts of the 

World there ſhall be found of your Stock and Family. Oh 
«© thou wonderful and bleſſed Army! to grow to ſuch a 


Bulk out of the Loins of one ſingle Man. The Land of 


« Canaan muſt at preſent content you, though a Spot of 
Ground not anſwerable either to your Dignity or Num- 
« ber; but know that the Time is a- coming, when you ſhall 
have the whole World for your Habitation. Your Chil- 
« dren ſhall People the Hands as well as the Continent, and 
é be as the Stars in the Heavens for Number. And yet in 
* that infinite Multitude, you ſhall feel no Want of any 
Thing: But God fhall give you Plenty in Peace; Courage 
and Victory in War, and the Children of your Enemies 
mall be your Servants ; wherefore may our Adverſaries be 
** yours too, for it ſhall be Ruin to them to riſe againſt-you, 
and the Wives and Children of your Adverſaries ſhall have 
“little Reaſon to thank their Huſbands, and theit Fathers, 
for any News they ſhall bring them from ſuch an En- 
* counter. You are to bleſs the Providence of God, in _ 
8 | : | 1) or 
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« for all theſe Gifts and Graces : That God, I ſay, who a- 
c“ lone can exalt or bring down, as the Caſe requires it.” 
Theſe were the Words of God, not of Balaam, for he was 
out of himſelf, and under the Power of a ſupernatural and 
prophetical Spirit. Balaak all this while in a Rage, and 
ſtorming at him, that he had not kept Covenants, © Being 
c brought over with great Rewards, he ſaid, to curſe the 
« Iſraelites, and when it came to the Point, he had nothing 
«© but Prayers and Bleſſings for them.” To which Balaam 
made this Reply. 
« And does King Balaak think, ſays he, that where Pro- 
«© phets are upon the Subject of Fatalities, and Things to 
« come, they are left to their own Liberty, what to ſay, 
« and what not; and to make their own Speeches ? We are 
« only the paſſive Inſtruments of the Oracle ; the Words are 
« put in our Mouths, and we neither think, nor know, what 
« we ſay. I remember very well, /ays he, that I was invit- 
« ed hither with great Earneſtneſs, both by yourſelf, and by 
« the Madianites, and that it was at your Requeſt I camez 
«© and with a Deſire to do all that in me lay for your Ser- 
« vice. But what am I able to do againſt the Will and Pow» 
« er of God ? Nay, I had Thoughts and Wiſhes of doing 
% what I found afterwards I was not at Liberty to do. When 
once a ſuperior Power takes Poſſeſſion of us, we are ne 
« longer under the Government of ourſelves. I had not 
the leaſt Thought of ſpeaking one good Word of the 
c raelites Army, or of the Bleflings that God hath in Store 
„for them: But ſince God hath decreed to make them great 
« and happy, I have been forced to ſpeak as you have heard, 
* inſtead of what I had otherwiſe deſign'd to ſay. But now 
« to anſwer the very Wiſhes, both of yourſelf, and the Ma- 
« dianites, with all poſhble Decency and Refpett, let us e- 
rect other Altars, and provide new Sacrifices, and try 
once again yet, if God will give me leave to curſe theſe 
« People.” Balaak approv'd the Motion, and the Saerifi- 
ces were renew'd ; but God wonld not yet be prevail'd up- 
on for leave to cur/e the Mraelites. Nay, on the contrary, 
he fell upon his Face, and foretold the Fate of ſeveral great 
Kings, and famous Cities ; ſome not as yet in Being, others 
now extant, that in our Memory have anſwer'd the Predic- 
tions, in ſeveral Actions both at Sea and Land, from wWhence 
may be reaſonably inferr'd, a Probability allo, that the other 
Parts of the Propheſy are not idle. Ou oe 
Balaak was ſo nettl'd at this Diſappointment of his Hope 
and Expectation, that he diſmils'd the Prophęt withaut either 
. -=  Hgnour 
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Honour or Reward, and ſo took his Leave: But coming to 


Euphrates, he bethought himſelf, and ſent to ſpeak with Ba- 
laat, and the Princes of the Madianites yet once more; 
and that which he had to ſay was to this Purpoſe. 

© To the End, ſays he, that King Balaah, and you the 
< Princes of Madian, may know the great Deſire 1 have to 
< pleaſe you, though in ſome Sort againſt the Will of God, 
< I have bethought myſelf of an Expedient that may per- 
t haps be for your Service. Do not flatter yourſelves, that 
& the Hebrews are ever to be deſtroy'd by War, Peſtilence, 
< Famine, or any other of thoſe common caſual Calamities : 
4 For they are fo ſecure under God's ſpecial Providence, 
< that they are never to be totally extinguiſh'd by any of 
ce thoſe depopulating Judgments. - Some temporary Afflicti- 
e ons they may ſuffer, and inevitably they will; but in a 
little Time they'll recover, and be the better for them, 
«© Now if the gaining of ſome {mall and ſhort-livd Advan- 
< tage over them may give you any Satisfaction, hearken to 
% my Advice. Send into their Camp a [Proceſſion of the 
« lJovelieſt Virgins you can pick out; dreſs them up with 
4 all the Ornaments of Art to aſſiſt Nature. Give them 
< their Leſſons, how to behave themſelves upon all Occaſi- 
< ons of Courtſhip and Amour. If the young Men ſhall 
< make Love, and proceed to any wanton Importunities, 
© let them threaten immediately and peremptorily to be 
« gone, unleſs they will actually renounce their Countries 
% Laws, and the Honour of that God that preſcrib'd them; 
* and finally engage themſelves to worſhip after the Man- 


e ner of the Madianites and the Moabites. This, ſays he, 


© will provoke God, and draw a Vengrance upon their 
« Heads; and ſo he departed. ” 


'* The Madianites ſent their Daughters with Inſtructions, 


8 to Balaam's Advice, and the young Men were pre- 
ſently charm'd with their Converſation and Beauty, ſtill 


preſſing more and more upon them for further Endearments 


and Reſpe&ts. The Girls gave them the Hearing, and al- 


low'd them Liberties, even to the Degree of Tenderneſſes 
and Embrace. This went on, till they found they had them 
ſure in the Toil; and when they were once warm'd and 
_ hamper'd, the Laſſes made a Countenance all on a ſudden, 


as if they were at that Inſtant to be gone; but upon affecti- 
onate Supplications, with Sighs and Tears, on the other 


; * not to forſake them, and ſolemn Oaths and Vovs o- 
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ver and above, of Love and Honour, with Life and Fortune, 
all at their Feet; they were prevail'd upon to ſtay and treat 
a little longer. They found by this Time they could do 
what they would with them, and the Courſe they took was 
this; one ſpeaking in the Name of the reſt. 

It is not for Want; /ays /he, either of Fortune, or of Cre- 
ce dit; the Love of our Parents, or the Kindneſs of our Friends 
« and Relations, nor for the proſtituting of our Beauties 
« ({uch as they are) that we are now come, molt illuſtrious 
« young Men, into your Quarters ; but out of pure Holpi- 
« tality and good Nature to you, as you are Strangers, and 
% may perhaps have Need of us. For. theſe Reaſons, and 
« upon an Opinion alſo that you are good Men, we have 
* made no Scruple of treating you with an innocent, and 
% a generous Freedom. You fay you love us, and ſhould 
ebe very loth to part with us: If ſo, we are not at all a- 
« verſe to the gratifying of your Deſires ; but you mult firſt 
« ſecure us of a conjugal Faith; (for nothing elſe will do) 


twin An TIGI ri Es. 


and that the Love we have for your Converle, may be war- 


« ranted by the Reputation of becoming your Wives; for we 


* ſhould be loth to be turn'd off for Variety, and ſent back 


« apain to our Relations, with Scandal and Reproach. You 
« will not blame us, we hope, for being a little ſollicitous 
« in ſo tender a Point.” The young Men ſtuck at nothing 
that might advance the Ends of their Love, and ſo the Vir- 
gin went on. Since, /ays ſhe, we ars thus far agreed, it 
« will become us to mind you of ſome other little Differen- 
«& ces that remain yet to be adjuſted. You have certain 
« Ways of Life and Cuſtom, that are altogether peculiar to 
« yourſelves; even to particular Meats and Drinks, Now 


e if we live together, you muſt reſolve. to do as we do, and 


* to worſhip as we worſhip ; for by the Reverence you pay 
* to our Gods, we ſhall be able to judge of the Affection 
vou have for ourſelves. No body will blame you for a- 
« doring the Gods of the Country where you are; and the 


Gods in Truth, of almoſt all other Countries too; where- 


« as yours is a ſingular God, that's only to yourſelves.” She 
left them in Concluſion, to this Choice, either to live there, 
and do as other People did, or to be gone ſome whither elſe, 
where they might do what they thought fit. Bo 
The young Men were fo blinded with Paſſion, and aban- 
don'd to their Pleaſures, that whatever the Women pro- 
pounded, they ſwallow'd it, though to the renouncing of 


the Religion of their Forefathers, and the Laws of their 
Country, Without eger examining the Conditions: So that 
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they join'd with them immediately in the Opinion of a Pl. 
rality of Gods; in the Manner of their I/or ſhip; the com- 
mon Uſe of all Meats indifferently; and for the Women's 
Sakes, in ſhort, they ſtuck at nothing though never ſo un- 
warrantable. This Infection ſpread it{&f.inſenſfibly over the 
whole Camp, and it was followed with a more dangerous 
Sedition than the former ; inſomuch, that there was hardly 
any Face left of the Order, Piety, and Devotion of former 
Times. For when the Youth came once to have a Hanker - 
ing after the Novelty of ſtrange Cuſtoms and Manners, there 
was no ſtopping of them in that Career: But Great and 
Small, one with another, were all corrupted and confound- 
ed in this Apoſtaſy. 
(a) Zimri, one of the Principals of the Tribe of Simeon, 
married Cosbi, a Madianite, the Daughter of one Zur, a Per- 
ſon of eminent Quality in that Country. This ſame Zimri, 
at the Inſtance of his Wife, and in Contempt of the Moſa- 
ical Rites and Conſtitutions, made open Profeſſion, both of 
a ſtrange Worſhip, and a ſtrange Marriage. While Mat- 
ters were in this Diſorder, Moſes, for fear of worſe Conſe- 
quences, called the People together, and there fell upon a 
Diſtourie, how unworthy a Thing it was, and how great a 
Scandal to the Memory of their Anceſtors, for them to va- 


= lue the gratifying of their Luſts and Appetites above the Re- 


verence they ow'd to their God, and their Religion; how 
much it behoved them to-repent in Time, and to ſhew them- 
ſelves brave Men; not in the Violation of Laws, but in the 
Maſtery of unruly Affections. He minded them how incon- 
gruous a Thing it was too, for Men that had been virtuous 
and modeſt in a Deſart, to lead ſuch profligate Lives in a 
good Country, and ſquander away that in Luxury, which 
they had honeſtly gotten together in the Time of their Di- 
ſtreſs. He did this to try, whether either Shame, Reaſon, 
or Conſcience would work upon them : But without naming 
any Creature all this while: For a perſonal, particular Re- 
proof, he thought, might have made them deſperate; and 
it was his Buſineſs to reclaim, not to expoſe them. This 
oblique Diſeourſe of Moſs gave Zimri an Occaſion to riſe 
and ſpeak. | Shes 

» © Meſes, ſays he, you are at Liberty to uſe your own 
. Laws. They have been a long Time in Exerciſe, and that 
«Cuſtogw is all that is to be ſaid for their Strength, and Cre- 
4 dit. II it had not been for this, you would have Hou 
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c long ſince to your Colt that the Hebrews are not to be im- 
e poſed upon; and I myſelf am one of the Number that 
« vill never truckle to your tyrannical Oppreſſion, For 
« what's your Buſineſs all this while, but under a, bare Pre- 
ce text, and Talk of Laws, and God, to bar us, not only the 
« Exerciſe, but the very Deſire of Liberty? To eſtabliſh your 
«© own Greatneſs upon our Miſery and Ruin; depriving us 
© of that Freedom, which all People have a Right to that 
& are not under a Maſter ? What are we the better for cora- 
« ing out of Ægypt, if it be only in Exchange for a more 
« grievous Bondage under Moſes 9 You art to make here 
«© what Laws you pleaſe, and we to. abide the Penalties of 
* them, at your Will and Pleaſure, when at the ſame Time 
atis only you yourſelf that deſerve to be puniſhed ; for a- 
«© brogating ſuch Cuſtoms and Privileges as are authorized 
and eſtabliſhed by the common Gonſent of Nations, and 
© (etting up your own Will and Fancy, againſt general 
Practice and Reaſon. What I have done, I take to be 
„well done, and ſhall make no Difficulty to confeſs and ju- 


„ ſtify it. I have, as you ſays, married a /trange Womans. 


I ſpeak this with the Liberty of an honeſt Man, and 1 


care not who knows it. I never meant to make a Secret 


* of it, and you ſhall never need to look further for an In- 


© former. I do acknowledge, that I have changed my Way 


* of Worſhip too; and J reckon it very reaſonable for a Man 
* to examine all Things that. would find out the Fruth, 
* without being tied up, as if it were in a Deſpoticł Govern- 
* ment, to the Opinion and Humaur of one ſingle Perſon : 
*© Beſide that, I ſhall not thank any Man that takes upon 


*© him to over-rule me in my own Affairs.“ Zimri was in 


this Speech the Mouth of the Faction, and the People when 
it was over, ſtood waiting quietly to ſee what would be the 
Iſſue of fo audacious an Affront; for they were much afraid 
that Miſchief would follow upon it; eſpecially obſerving 
that Meg/es gave not one Syllable in Return to ſo inſolent a 
Provocation ; for onè Word, he thought, might beget ano» 
ther, till it came to. Blows, eſpecially in a Multitude diſpo ; 
ſed already to take Fire. Upon this Conſideration, he im- 
mediately diſcharged the Aſſembly ; but this Outrage, in all 
Likelihood, would not have ſtopt there yet, if Zimri had not 
been ſoon after cut off, in ſuch Manner as will now appear. 
There was one Phinees that reſented this Contumacy of 
Zimri to the higheſt Degree of Indignation. He was one of 
the braveſt Youths of his Time, and as eminent for the Ho- 
nour of his Extraction, as he was for his perſonal Virtue. 
W 3 Eleazar 
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Eleazar the High-Prieſt was his Father, and Moſes his Great 
Uncle. This Phineas, was lo ſenſible of the Danger of let- 
ting ſuch an Indignity paſs unpuniſhed, and of ſuffering the 
Laws to be trampled upon, and deſpiſed, that he took up a 
Reſolution of a Revenge upon the Ring- leader of this Indig- 
nity ; being very well aware, that in all ſuch Caſes, the 
greater the Man is, the greater is the Neceſſity of making 
him an Example. Now as Phineas was a Perſon both of Bo- 
dy and Mind, fit for the Execution of ſuch an Exploit; fo 
without any more ado, he went directly to the Tent of Zim- 
77, and with his drawn Sword killed Him, and Cosbi, both 
at a Thruſt. This glorious Action created ſuch an Emula- 
tion among thoſe of his Cotemporaries who had but any 
Spark of Honour in them, that they fell immediately upon 
the Remainder of the Faction; and they that ſcaped the 
Sword, died by the Judgment of a Pe/tilence that followed 
ſoon after, which took away, not only thoſe that had been 
Actors in the Sedition, but thoſe of their Kindred alſo, that 
by their Intereſt or Authority might have interpoſed to pre- 
vent it. This Plague ſwept away to the Number of four- 
feen Thouſand Souls. Th 
* Moſes was ſo irritated by theſe Practices of the Madia- 
nites, that he ſent out an Army againſt them utterly to ex- 
tirpate the Nation. But we ſhall give an Account hereafter 
of that Branch of the Story, and in the mean Time take up a- | 
ain where we left off. It would be but juſt and reaſonable, 
in this Place to extol the Candor, and clear the Generoſity 
of Moſes upon the Matter. As to this Balaam that was invited 
by the Madianites to curſe the Hebrews ; though he could 
not prevail for leave from God to do it, he yet gave the Ene- 
my ſuch Counſel, as the Hebrews were almoſt ruined by it ; 
In the miſleading, and corrupting of them in their Religion, 
Of this Balaam, Moſes, I ſay, makes honourable Mention 
in his Writings, inſerting his very Reſolutions and Predic- 
tions. If Moſes had not been very ſincere, he might have 
aſſumed the Credit of them to himſelf, and not one Witneſs 
upon the Face of the Earth to diſprove him ; but he choſe 
rather to do Right to his Memory. People may think of this 
as they pleaſe. But to purſue my Relation. | 
Be + CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


The Hebrews obtain a notable Victory over the Ma- 
Alanites. 


M2, as I was ſaying, ſent tuelve Thouſand Men againſt 
the Madianites ; a Thouſand out of every Tribe, and 
Phineas to command them ; by whoſe Means the Laws 
were vindicated ; and Zimri, the Violator of them, juſtly 
puniſhed. 

Upon Intelligence given to the Madianites that the Enemy 
was already upon the Borders, and drawing toward them; 
they got their Troops together; fortified ſeveral Paſſes as far 
as their Time would give them leave, and ſo put themſelves 
in poſture to ſtand a Battle. The Madianites were utterly 
broken upon the firſt Encounter, and the Number of the 
flain was incredible. Five Xings among the reſt, as (a) 0- 
chus, Sures, Robeas, Ures, and Recem, the Fifth. The Capi- 
tal City of Arabia is known by his Name to this Day, in Me- 
mory of the King that built it. They call it Rekem, and the 
Grecians, Petra. Upon this Rout, the Hebrews laid waſte 
the Country, putting all to the Sword, ſaving only the Girls, 
according to Moſes's Order to Phineas, who brought back the 
Army ſafe and ſound, with a memorable Booty, as fifty two 
Thouſand and ſixty ſeven Oxen ; ſixty Thouſand Aſſes ; 
Houſhold Plate and Veſſels of Gold and Silver to an immenſe 
Value : For the Pomp and Magnificence they lived in was 
beyond Imagination, They brought away alſo a matter of 
thirty two Thouſand Virgins. + 

Moſes made a Diltribution of the Booty ; one fiftieth Part 
to Eleazar, and the Prieſts ; another Fiftieth to the Levites ; 
and the reſt to the People, which gave them the Means of 
enjoying the- Fruits of their Toils, and Hazards, in Peace, 
and Plenty. Meofes was now far gone in Years, and having 
ceceived a Command from God to leave 7o/hua his Succeſſor, 
he conſtituted, and declared him fo, in the ſeveral Functions 
of a Prophet, a Leader, and a Governour, being trained up 
by himſelf to a perfect underſtanding of the Laws both of 
God and Man. 
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* The two Tribes of Gad and Reuben, and the one Half 
of that of Manaſſes, joined about this Time in a Petition to 
Moſes for a Grant of the Country of the Amorites ; a Place 
lately conquer'd, and an excellent Ground for Paſture, and 
therefore the more commodious for them that had ſuch vail 
Poſſeſſions in Herds and other Cattle. Moſes took this Re- 
queſt of theirs only for a Pretext to avoid fighting, and 
charged them downright with Juggling, Sloth, and Cowar— 
dice, © You have a Mind, ſays he, to live in Eafe and Luxu- 
6 ry, and by appropriating to yourſelves the Advantages of 
& a cammon War, to give the lip to the reſt of your Com- 
e panions. They have a great deal of Work yet upon their 
& Hands, in carrying on their Conqueſts beyond Jordan, and 
& making their Way into the Land that God hath promiſed 
& them, over the Bodies of their Enemies.” Moſes diſcover- 
ing himſelf to be much undatisfied ; the Petitioners excuſed 
themſelves, That it was neither Fear, nor Lazineſs, that 
mov'd them to do what they did, but only the Deſire of ſome 
convenient Place to ſecure what they had got, that they 
might be the more at Liberty to attend the War; ſetting 
forth, That if Moſes would be pleas'd to aſſign them Towns 
of Safety for their Wives, their Children, and their Goods, 
they were ready to march wherever they ſhould be com- 
manded, and venture their Lives in the common Cauſe. Mo- 
fes was fo well fatisfy'd with what they ſaid, that he call'd 
for Eleazar the High-Prieſt, Fofhua, and the reſt of the Ma- 
giſtrates and in their Preſence gave them the Land of the 
Amorites according to their Requeſt ; but upon Condition 
that they ſhould join with their Cougtrymen in a League 
_ offenſive and defenſive, againft a common Enemy; and ne- 
ver lay down Arms till the War fhould be over. Upon theſe 
Terms, they obtain'd what they deſir'd, and were put in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſtrong Cities, where their Wives, Children, Bag- 
gape, and Fortunes might be in Safety, 
There were Ten Cities built in that Country by Moſes , 
Part of the Forty ezght heretofore mention'd: He made 
Three of them Sanctuaries, or Places of Refuge for thoſe that 
Med thither, in the Caſe of killing a Man by Chance-Medley, 
and without Malice-Prepenſe. The Refugee was to continue 
In, Baniſhment during the Life of the High-Prieſt, under 
whoſe Juriſdiction the Homicide happened, and upon his De- 
ceaſe he was permitted to return. During this Baniſhment 
it was lawful for any of the Kindred of the Man that was 
= : lain, 


| Numb. 32. 


of | : 

-. 

4... : * 3 . 
1 


n "= [. a. n 1 X. 


Book © « JE w tsn ANTI evi 1128. 75 


{lain, to kill the Homicide, if he found him without the Walls 
of the City of Refuge; but it was not permitted to any other. 
The Names of has Cities of Refuge were Bozor, on the Bor- 
ders of Arabia Ariman, in the Country of Galadene ; and 
Gaulanan, in the Land of (a) Batanca. Moſes provided al- 
ſo, that upon the taking of Canaan, there ſhould be three Pla- 
ces of Refuge erected there allo among the Cities of the Le- 
vites, with the ſame Privileges as the Former. 94 

About this Time there died an eminent Perſon of the Tribe 
of Manaſſes, called Solophades, leaving no Male Children, but 
only Daughters. Some of the chief Men of the Tribe con- 
ſulted Meſes, whether or no theſe Daughters were to Inhe- 
rit. The Reſolution was given, that they were to Inherit if 
they marry'd into the Tribe, but not if they marry'd out of 
it; upon which Occaſion he paſs'd an Ordmance, That e- 
very Tribe ſhould keep its own inheritance, without alienating, 
er transferring it. 


CHAP. VIII. 
The Life, and Laws of Moſes. 


I was now forty Years within thirty Days, ſince the Hes 
brews came out of Ægypt, when Moſes call'd the Peo- 
ple together at a Place known at preſent by the Name of 4- 
bila, by the Side of the River 7ordan, near a Field of Palm 
Trees, and when the Multitude were met, he deliver'd him- 
ſelf in a Speech to tiſem to this Effect. | 

“ Since it is the Will of God now in the Hundred and 
« twentieth Year of a waſted, troubleſome Life, to take me 
out of this World (the Courſe of Nature alſo requiring it) 
and ſo to order, that I can be no longer uſeful to you, 
either with my Arms, or Counſels, in your further Progreſs 
e beyond Jordan, toward the Land of Canaan ; it will be 
yet a great Comfort to me at my laſt Hour, to leave my 
% yaliant Fellow-Soldiers, Labourers, and Sufferers, in ſo 
* hopeful a Proſpect of all the Good their own Hearts can 
« wiſh. I muſt not be wanting to my Duty however, (even 
in this critical Extremity) of conſulting your Happineſs, 
and ſo far as in me lies, of promoting it alſo, by telling 
* you what that Happineſs is, and directing you to the Means 
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c of attaining it: And in ſo doing I ſhall entitle myſelf to 
« an everlaſting Eſteem in your Memory. I make no doubt 
“but I ſhall find Credit with you, and I may take upon me 
©« to ſay, that I deſerve it too, if it were but for the indefa- 
ce tigable Conſtancy of my Endeavours to advance your Wel- 
% fare; wherein I never diſappointed, or deceiv'd-you : Be- 
ce fide, that the Words of a dying Man are ſacred and ſin- 
6 gere. | 
As to the Subject of human Felicity, you may aſſure 
« yourſelves, that no Man can be happy, but in the Favour 
« of God, and that it belongs to him alone to confer Bleſ- 
« ſings upon the Righteous, and to take away from the 


% Wicked. Do but behave yourſelves anſwerably to what 


God requires at your Hands, or according to the Precepts 
< and Inſtructions that you have receiv'd ſrom me by his 
© Commiſſion, and you ſhall be celebrated for your Virtue, 
« and envy'd for your Proſperity : And not only ſo neither; 
« but the Bleſſings that you are poſſeſs'd of ſhall be conti- 
4 nu'd to you, and thoſe you want ſhall be ſuperadded. On- 
* ly reſign yourſelves to God's Will, and obey his Com- 
© mandments, and all this ſhall be made good to you. But 
* have a care how you give a Preference to any other Laws, 
* comparatively with thoſe which God ſent you by me; or 


© how you allow yourſelves in any Innovations in Matters 


of Worſhip and Religion. Follow my Advice, and you 
* ſhall be victorious and invincible ; for when you have 
* God on your Side, what matters it who is againſt you ? 
“The Rewards of Virtue are glorious and certain; over 
and above that Virtue itſelf is the greateſt, and that all 

* of Acceſſion. Prac- 
tice it one with another, and you ſhall be both happy 
* yourſelves, and likewiſe make others ſo, to the Comfort 
* of your preſent State, and to your immortal Honour in 
© Times'to come. All this you may promiſe yourſelves, if 
* you neither violate, nor ſuffer to be violated, the written 
Laws I brought you by God's ſpecial Direction; and if 


| you make the Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of thoſe Laws 


70 your daily Meditation and Study. This will ſecure your 


0 Eſtabliſhment; and if I may but ſee you now in a State 
s of Settlement before I leave the World, I ſhall depart in 
© peace. All I can do towards it will be to recommend 


8 e you to the Obſervance of thoſe Precepts of Piety and Pru- 


-. 
* 
*- 


4 dence that are given you for your Inſtruction and Practice, 


'& and to an obedient Compliance with the Orders of your 


_ * Superiours that ſhall be appointed and provided for your 
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« Well-being and Safety. That God, under whoſe Govern- 
ment you have acted hitherto, and to whoſe Goodneſs you 
« ſtand indebted: for all the Benefits you have receiv'd from 
„me: That God, I ſay, will never forſake you; but watch 
« over you, and protect you, ſo long as you worſhip him as 
you ought to do. You ſhall not want excellent Monitors 
e neither, as Eleazar the High-Prie/t; Foſhua ; the Senate; 
© and the Principals of the Tribes, Treat them with all Reve- 
« rence, and without any Thing of Cavil or Croſſneſs, as 
ever you hope to be happy; for he that cannot obey 
« well, can never govern well, when it comes to his turn. 
© Have a care how you take Mutiny for Liberty, as you have 
% done formerly, and how you ſet up for a Privilege of 
„ thwarting the Commands of your Governours under that 
« Notion. You have been too much given to this Miſtake in 
« Times paſt ; pray mend it for the future, and your Affairs 
vill thrive the better for it. God forbid you ſhould ever 
«© be ſo impetuons and intemperate toward any of my Suc- 
« ceſſors, as you have but too often been to me; inſomuch 
* that (as you know very well) my Life hath been more in 
© danger from you ſometimes, then from the Enemy. I do 
© not ſpeak this to reproach you; for I was not tranſported, 
* you ſaw, at the doing of the Thing, neither would I af- 
« flict yowwith the Memory of an ill Thing done, at a Time 
hen Jam upon the very Point of taking my eternal Leave 
* of you; only be wiſer for the future, and be not puff'd up 
«© with the Wealth and Plenty of the Land of Canaan, when 
© you ſhall come to take Poſſeſhon of it; but know it to be 
* your Intereſt, as well as your Duty, not to behave your» 
'« ſelves frowardly to thoſe that are ſet over you: For if e- 
« ver Wealth and Luxury ſhall make you inſolent, to the 
Contempt of Religion, Authority and Virtue, God, ofa Pro- 
. c tector, will become your Enemy. You ſhall loſe that Land 
« again with Infamy, that you got with Honour and Cou- 
5 © rage; and be ſcatter'd all over the Face of the Earth, as 
| © the moſt deſpicable of Mankind. When it comes to that 
; © once, it will be too late to wiſh Things undone again, and 
* that you had contain'd yourſelves within the Bounds f 
* your Laws and Duty. Now to prevent the Danger of this 
© mortal Apo/tacy for the Time to come, give no Quarter 
& where you get the better of it, for in ſo doing, you cut off all 
« the Seducers. As for their Temples, Groves and Altars, let 
them be deſtroy'd, one and all, with Fire and Sword, 
t wherever you come; even to the Extinction, if it were 
. poſſible, of the very Memory of them. This, in fine, is the 
* 'S-3 only 
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© only Way to ſecure yourſelves to all Purpoſes ; but yet for 
fear of the worſt, and to aſſiſt the Ignorant toward the un- 
« derſtanding of their Duties, I have written a Body of Laws 
“ by the Command of God himſelf; and ſuch a Form of Ad- 
< miniſtration, publick and private, that you ſhall be certain- 
* ly the happieſt People. under the Sun, if you conform 
< yourſelves to thoſe Rules and Meaſures.” 

When Moſes had made an end of ſpeaking, he deliver'd 
them a Book of Laws and Precepts in Writing, with reſpect 
to Government and good Manners. This Book was but the 
Prologue to a final Separation, and brought ſeveral Things 
to their Mind that made the whole Multitude burſt out 
into an exceſſive Weeping. Some were at their Wits end 
what ſhould become of them when Moſes was gone, and all 
in deſpair of ever getting ſuch another Commander. Others 
were upon the Subject of his Bravery and Conduct, what 
4 he had taken, and what Dangers he had run, and 

ow generouſly and chearfully he did every Thing for their 
ood. Some again were at a loſs for a Mediator, who ſhould 
conſult God for them when they wanted Advocates, or in- 
tercede for them when he was angry? But nothing went 
nearer them then the Memory of their Outrages againſt Moſes 
in the De/ſart ; upon which Reflection they were all tranſ- 
Ported into ſuch violent Lamentations, that what with Shame 
and Guilt, it carry'd them out of all Government of them- 
ſelves, till Moſes at laſt, by his Perſuaſion and Authority, 
3 an end to the Sorrow, and to the Meeting, both at once: 
But firſt recommending to them the Study and the Uſe of 
His Book of Laws. | 
lt will be worth my while now, before I paſs over to 
other Matters, to inſert the Laws themſelves, that the Reader 
may ſee how anſwerable they are to the Majeſty of the Com- 
piler of them, and the Original of our Uſages and Cuſtoms. 
Every Thing that he wrote is yet extant, and we muſt take 
it as he left it, without any Room for Ornament or Variation. 
Me have only taken the Liberty of altering the Method, and 
of reducing thoſe ſeveral Laws that Moſes brought one after 
another, as God was conſulted about them, into their proper 
and natural Place and Order. T have premoniſhed the Rea- 
der of this, to prevent the Calumny that ſome of our own 
People might otherwiſe have raiſed upon it, as if My/es had 
not been fairly dealt withal in this Part of the Relation. 
Now I ſhall only take notice in this Place of the publick 
| | Laws 
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Laus and Conſtitutions that have regard to the Policy of their 
Government, but for Matters of private Dealing and Contract, 
whether among ourſelves, or with Strangers, i ſhall treat of 
them in a Commentary, that I propoſe, God willing, to 
make publick, concerning the Cuſtoms and Reaſons of thoſe 
Laws. | 

When you ſhall have made yourſelves abſolute Maſters of 
the Land of Canaan, ſettled your Plantations, and built your 
Cities, you will have nothing more to do toward the Main- 
taining of yourſelves in the full, ſafe, and eaſy Enjoyment 
of your Acquiſitions, than to love God, and keep theſe his 
following Commandments, which will eſtabliſh your Felicity 
upon a Foundation never to be ſhaken. 

Let there be one holy City in the Land of Canaan, to be 
erected in ſome certain Place, for the Fruitfulneſs and Beauty 
of the Situation, which God by his Prophet ſhall make choice 
of, and appoint. Let there be one Temple in it, and one Altar, 
and that Altar to be made of unhewn Stones out of the 
Quarry, gather'd up here and there, and ſo put together and 
varniſh'd, for the better Grace of the Work, and to make it 
the more agreeable to the Eye : The Aſcent not to be made 
by Stairs or Steps, but by a gradual riſing of the Ground for 
the Decency of the Approach. But there muſt be no more 
Temples or Altars in any other City ; for the Hebrews are but 
one Nation, and worſhip but one God. 

W hoever ſhall b/aſpheme the holy Name of God, let him 
be ſtoned to Death, his Body expoſed upon a Gibbet for one 
Day, and afterwards thrown into the Ground with Infamy 
and Contempt. 

* Let the whole Nation of the Hebrews come up from all 
Quarters to this holy City and Temple, to worſhip thrice a- 
Year, and offering up Thankigivings for Benefits receiv'd, 
to implore future Bleſſings ; and fo by the Freedom of'a 
chearful Tenderneſs of Converſation, to create friendly Dif- 
poſitions one toward another. It is a Matter of common 
Convenience for People of the ſame Stock, Intereſt, and Pro- 
feſſion, to be thoroughly acquainted ; for there is a wonderfuf 
Force many Times in the Impreſſion of a Word, a Look, er 
an Action; as on the contrary, without theſe Meetings "i: 
Interviews, all the Comforts and Advantages of Communica- 
tion are loſt to us. | 
I Let there be alſo reſerv'd to the Value of another Tenth 
of the Fruits of the Earth (over and above the Dues to the 
| wr - IF Prieſts. 
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celebrated in this City; as it is but reaſonable to dedicate 
the Fruits of the Land to him that gives us gratis the Pro- 
priety and Poſſeſſion. 

Thou ſhalt not offer in Sacrifice the Hire of a Proſtitute, 
for God is not pleaſed with any Thing that is either wick- 
ed or ſhameful; and there is no fouler Uncleanneſs then this 


Mixture of Bodies. And ſo in like manner for the Hire of 
a Bitch to keep up the Strain of a Hound, a Sheep, or a Dog, 


as it is for the Hire of a Strumpet. Let no Man ſpeak ill of 
the Gods of other Nations, nor rifle their Temples, nor take 


away any Thing out of them that is dedicated to divine 


Uſe or Worſhip. | 


+ Let no /aelite wear a mix'd Garment of Wool and Li- 
nen, unleſs he be a (a) Prieſt ; to whom alone it belongs. 

t In every ſeventh Year, when the Fealt of Tabernacles 
ſhall be celebrated in the holy City, let the Prieſt, from a high 
Pulpit, where he may be heard by the whole Congregation, 
read the Book of the Law, and all Sorts of People without 
Exception, Women, Children, yea and Slaves themſelves too, 
be admitted to the Hearing of it : For when the Law is once 
thorovghly imprinted in Peoples Minds, it will never out of 
their Memories : Beſide that it takes away the common Plea 
of pretended Ignorance, Laws have more Force alſo upon 
the Conſciences of Offenders, when they tell them before- 


Hand what they are to truſt to in caſe of Diſobedience, and 


mingle Terror with Authority. What Men receive by the 
Ear ſinks into their Minds, and they find themſelves fo far 
convinced of the Intent and Reaſon of Laws, that they have 
effectually their own Accuſers upon the Violation of them. 
Above all Things, let Children be early inſtructed in theſe 


Laws, as the moſt neceſſary and profitable Diſcipline they 


can be trained up to. Wherefore let them twice a Day, 


Morning and Evening, be conſtantly minded of the Good- 


neſs of God that brought them out of the Land of Xpypt ; 


. . and fo of his other Mercies ; for it is equally reaſonable to 


give God thanks for former Bleſſings, as to pray for new 


ones. Let them have Memorials of God's Power and Boun- 


ty, by Inſcriptions upon their Doors, their Heads, about their 
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Arms, Ge. ſo that which Way ſoever they turn themſelves 
they may have Remembrancers of God's Providence ſtill in 
their Eyes. 

Let every City have a Council of ſeven Magiſtrates, Men 
of exemplary Virtue, and Lovers of Righteouſneſs, (a) and 
to each of theſe Rulers let there be two Levites. Let the 
Dignity of the Seat of Judgment be kept ſacred, and no Man 
preſume to utter an irreverent or intemperate Word in the 
Face of the Court; for the Practice of this Veneration to- 
ward political Governours will wont us by Degrees to a Love 
and Awe of Piety, as well as of common Juſtice, and to an 
affectionate Senſe of our Duty to God himſelf, in the Defe- 
rence we pay to his Miniſters. There muſt be no Appeal 
from the Sentence of the Judge, unleſs in Caſe of manifeſt 
Error and Corruption, Juſtice is the main End of Judg- 
ment; and it is to be adminiſtred without any Regard ei- 
ther to Power, Intereſt, or Affection. It is a Reproach to 
the Divine Power and Goodnels, to be more afraid of a great 
Man then of God himſelf, as if the latter were the weaker 
of the two: And this is in Truth the Caſe of ſuch Partiali- 
ties, If it ſhall ſo fall out, that the Judges are either not in- 
formed at all, or miſinformed, and conſequently Strangers 
to the Queſtion, and fo incompetent ; (which many Times 
happens) let the Cauſe be carried up entire to the holy City, 
for the High-Prieſt, the Prophet, and the Senate to decide 
the Controverſy, 

* Let no Accuſation be admitted, but from the Mouths of 
two, three, or more Witneſſes, and let them be Men of 
Probity too, and an unſpotted Reputation. 

The Teſtimony of a Woman ſhall not be reputed a war- 
rantable Evidence, becauſe of the natural Levity of the Sex, 
and that they tall: too much at Random. 

No Slave ſhall be allow'd of as a competent Witneſs, be- 
cauſe of the ſervile and mercenary Condition of his Mind 
and Quality, which may probably be wrought upon, either 
by Fear, or by Profit, to give a falſe Teſtimony. | 

Whoever ſhall be convict of a fal/e Oath, ſhall be lia- 
ble to the ſame Puniſhment that the Accuſed ſhould have 
{uffer'd if the Charge had been proved upon him. 

+ In the Caſe of Homicide, when a Man ſhall be found 
dead in a Field, and he that kill'd him not appear, nor a- 
ny perſonal Jealouſy of a Malice prepenſe againſt him, let 

there 

(a) See Sclden de Synedr. Hebr. |. 2. c. 6. p. n 166, 167. Ed. 
Amel. Deut. 19. T Deut. 21. 
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there be à ſtrict Enquiry upon the Life of the Man, and pub. 
lick Rewards offer'd by Proclamation for the Diſcovery. If 
after all this Scarch and Diligence, it ſhall not yet be made 
out how he came by his Death, let the Magiſtracy, and the 
neighbouring Townſhips meet together, and take an exact 
Meaſure which of them was neareſt to the Place when the 
dead Body was found ; and let the Inhabitants of the Place 
that ſhall be found neareſt provide a Heifer, and bring it in- 
to a Fallow Spot of Ground that is fit for neither planting 
nor ſowing, and there let the Sinews of the Neck be cut, the 
Prieſts, Levites, and Elders waſhing their Hands with Water 
over the Head of the Heiter, and purging themſelves by an 
open Proteſtation that they knew nothing, either directly or 
indirectly, of the Homacide : Finiſhing the Ceremony with 
Frayers to Almighty God to preſerve that Place and People 
from the Guilt of Blood for the Time to come. | 

As to the Matter of Government, Ari/tocracy is the beſt 
Form, wherefore let the Hebrews ſtick to it, and maintain 
it; for whenever they caſt it off, it will be to their Loſs ; 
for they have nothing above them but the Laws, and thoſe 
Laws are a ſtanding Rule what they are to do; but let it 
ſuffice, that they have God for their King, and their ſupreme 
Governour. 

Nov after all this, if you ſhould come to have a hanker- 
ing for Monarchy, be ſure you chuſe your King out of your 
own Stock and Lineage : A Perſon of Juſtice, and good 
Faith, without Paſſion or Guile : One that ſhall depend up- 
on the Dircetion of God, and the Laws, more then upon his 
own Wiſdom : One that ſhall take the Advice of the High- 
Prieſt and Elders along with him in all he does, without ſet- 
ting his Mind upon a Multitude of Wives, or the Pomp of 
Treaſure and Horſes, for fear the ambitious Affectation of 
this Power and Magnificence, ſhould tranſport him into En- 
croachments upon your Laws and Liberties, and make him 

greater, in fine, then would ſtand with your Eaſe and Con- 
venience. | | 

+ Remove no Boundaries, or Land-Marks, whether your 
ewn, or your Neighbours; for they are the beſt Security we 
have for a common Peace. Let them be kept as firm as the 
Foundations of the Earth, and as if Providence itſelf had 
fix d them there. The Breaking in upon theſe Bounds opens 
a certain Way to Wars and Tumults; and what Avarice 


does in one Caſe, Ambition does in the other. The firſt 
| | Fruits 
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Fruits of Trees that bear before the fourth Vear from their 
planting, are not either to be offered to God, or to be eaten 
by Man: For coming before their Time, they are rather A- 
bortions then a natural Production, But in the fourth Year, 
when the Fruit comes to Maturity, let all be gathered and 
tranſported to the holy City, to be there ſpent by the Own- 
er, (together with the Tenths of other Fruits) in treating 
his Friends and Acquaintances, Widows and Orphans. Bur 
in the fifth Year, the Proprietor has the whole Product to 
himſelf. | | 

Let no Ground be ſowed that is planted with Vines; for 
the Earth hath enough to do to attend the Service of that 
Plant, without the ſuperfluous Vezations of the Plow over 
and above. | 

Let the Earth be plow'd with Oxen alone; for Beaſts of 


ſeveral Kinds are not to draw in the ſame Yoke. 


Loet the Seeds to be fown be ſimple and unmix'd, not two 
or three Sorts together, for the Confuſion of ſuch Diverſi- 
ties is unnatural, 

Let there be no adulterate Mixtures betwixt the Female 
of one Kind, and the Male of another, leſt Men ſhould be 
tempted alſo by the Corruption of this unnatural Example 
into the Liberty of inordinate Luſts: As the fouleſt Extrava- 
gances have taken their Riſe many Times from trivial Begin- 
nings, wherefore let nothing be permitted in human Conver- 
ſation, that by a perverſe Hint of applying it, may tend to 
the De pravation of good Manners. So that it is not for Laws 
to paſs over in Neglect, even the ſmalleſt Things in Appear- 
ance, when ſo great Matters depend upon them. 

* Let not the Harveſt-Reapers ſweep away the whole Crop, 
but leave a large Allowance of Gleanings for the Neceſſities 
of the Poor; and fo for Cluſters of Grapes upon the Vin- 
tage, and Wind-falls upon the Gathering of Olives, let there 
be a compaſſionate Remainder left for thoſe that have no- 
thing to cat of their own. The Reward of the Charity will 
infinitely more then countervail the Charge of the Bounty, 
for God will bleſs the Land with Fertility, and the Owner 
of it with Plenty, when a Man has a Regard to the Wants 
of the Neceſlitous, as well as to his own Convenience, The 
Ox is not to be F muzzled when he treads out the Corn ; 
for it would be unreaſonable to deny any T hing a Part in 
the Fruit of its own Labours. 8 5 
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| Let no Paſſenger upon a Journey be refuſed the Taſte of 
- Tipe Fruit, if he deſires it, whether of the Country, or a 
Stranger ; but let him take and eat and welcome, as if it 
were his own, provided he carry none away with him. 

Let no Man in bearing Grapes to the Preſs, refuſe a Bunch 
of them to a Traveller that meets him upon the Way ; for 
it would be very hard to deny any Man ſo ſmall a Propor- 
tion of the good Things that God hath beſtow'd upon Man- 
kind, gratis, and in ſuch Abundance; eſpecially conſidering 
the Nicety of the Seaſon, according to the Courſe of Provi- 
dence, and how ſoon it will be over. Nay. if Men ſhould 
be fo ſcrupulous upon a Point of Modeſty, as to forbear 
touching, or deſiring any Thing, let them be invited and 
intreated to take and pleaſe themſelves. If they be 1/rael- 
ztes, they are to be look'd upon as Partners and Fellow-ſha- 
rers in what you have, being all of the ſame Blood and Bro- 
therhood. If Strangers, let them be deſired to accept of 

.. tuck a Reſpect as a Preſent of Hoſpitality out of God's Boun- 
ty. We are not to account any Thing loſt that is thus be- 
ftowed ; for when it pleaſes God to ſhower down his Bleſ- 


lings upon the Sons of Men, it is not for this or that Man's 


Sake, or Uſe alone, but a Depoſitum with them as Truſtees 
for the common Service of thoſe that want. Neither can 
Men do a greater Right to God's Magnificence towards them- 
ſelves, then by communicating Part of the Bleſſings to others. 
W hoever ſhall preſume to act contrary to what is here pre- 
ſerib'd, ſhall receive forty Laſhes ſave one from the Hand 
of the common Executioner; a ſervile Puniſhment, but good 
enough for a mercenary Freeman, that ſacrifices his Digni- 
ty to his Avarice. It is all the Reaſon in the World, ſays Mo- 
fes, that thoſe People that ſuffer'd ſo much themſelves in 
Egypt, and the Wilderneſs, ſhould from the Experience of their 
own Miſery, contract ſomewhat of Tenderneſs and Compaſ- 
fion for their Neighbours : So far at leaſt, as being in Plen- 


ty themſelves to aſſiſt the Needy in ſome Degree out of their 


Abundance. | 
Beſide the fuo yearly Tenths already appointed to be paid, 


the one to the Levites, the other to the holy Feaſts, there 


remains yet a Third to be every third Year divided among 
the poor Widows and Orphans. ö | 
Let every Man carry his Fir/?-Fruits to the Temple, and 
after Thankſgivings to God for the Earth that brought them 
forth, and Sacriſices celebrated in due Form of Law, let him 

| - give 
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give them to the Prieſts: And this being done, and the'Fexths 
with the Firſt- Fruits for the Levites and the Feſtiuals, pre- 
ſented according to Cuſtom, let him when he is ready to go 
home again, give God thanks before the Door of the Temple 
for delivering the Hebrews from their grievous Slavery, and 

ut ting them in Poſſeſſion of ſo fair, and plentiful a Coun- 

try: Publickly declaring that he has paid his Tenths accor- 
ding to the Law, and Appointment of Moſes. Let him 
then pray to God both for himſelf, and for the Publick, to 
grant them not only a Continuance of his Graces, and Mer- 
cies toward them, but by his infinite Power and Goodneſs, 
to vouchſafe them an Augmentation of thoſe Bleſſings. 
When Men are of Years to marry, let them make their 
Choice out of Virgins that are well-born, and well-nurtur'd, 
and the Children of virtuous Parents, but let not him that 
will not marry a Virgin, preſume to ſeduce the Wife of ano- 
ther Man, to the Diſquiet, and Affliction of her Huſband. 

Let not a Freeman marry a Bond-Woman, and then plead 

Love in his Defence; for a Man forfeits his Dignity when he 

can no longer command his Paſſions. : 

Let there be no marrying with a Harlst; for God will not 
receive a Nuptial-Sacrifice from an unclean Body, belide 
that libidinous Marriages are commonly attended with a ſuit- 
able Iſſue, both for want of Sobriety and Honour. 

* If any Man thinks he has marry'd a Virgin, and finds 
aſterwards that he was miſtaken, let him put the Cauſe upon 
a Trial, and bring his Proofs, while on the other Side the 
Father, the Brother, and the next a-kin may appear on the 
behalf of the Woman : If ſhe be acquitted, her Accufer ſhall 
be bound to live in Wedlock with her, and that Marriage 
never after to be diſſolv'd, unleſs upon poſitive Evidence be- 
yond Contradiction; but whoever ſhall be found in ſuch a 

Cale as this, raſhly and ſcandalouſly to calumniate an inno- 

centiPerſon, let him have the corporal Puniſhment of nine 
and thirty Stripes, and ſtand condema'd in a Mul& of fifty 
Sikles, to the Father of the Woman. But if it ſhall be made 
out that ſhe was corrupted before her Marriage, ſhe ſhall be 
ſtoned to Death for her Incontinence, if a Perſon of a mean 
Quality; or if otherwiſe, as of the Family of a Prieſt, let her 
be burnt alive. * 

T If a Man have two Wives, and a much greater Value 
for the one then for the other; (whether upon the Account 
of Beauty, Inclination, or whatever Motive ſoever) in caſe 
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the Huſband ſhall be prevail'd upon by the Favourite-Wife 
to demand a Right of Primogeniture for her younger Son to 
the Prejudice of an elder Son by another Wife (for by my 
Laws, ſays Moſes, the Senlority- entitles him to # double 
Portion) let it not be allow'd of: For it is unjuſt that the 
elder Son ſhould be robb'd of his Birth-right for the Partia- 
lity of the Father to one Wife more than the other. 
If any Man ſhall debauch a Virgin contracted to another 
Man, they are both guilty, and ſhall both ſuffer Death; the 
Man for corrupting the Woman, and the Woman for con- 
ſenting : The one for ſeducing the Woman into the Prefe- 
rence of a ſcandalous Uncleanneſs to an honourable Marriage; 
the other for yielding herſelf a Proſtitute, either for Luſt or 
Profit. But if a Man ſhall be found to have forced a Wo- 
man alone, and no Body within Diſtance of coming to her 
Relief, the Man only ſhall die, | 5 ts 
He that ſhall corrupt a Virgin that's under no Obligation 
to any other Man, let him marry her, or if her Father will 
not agree to it, let him give him Fifty Sicles for a Compo- 
ſition. 
If a Man has a mind to part from his Wife upon whar 
Cauſe ſoever; as there are Pretences in Abundance, let him 
give it under his Hand that they ſhall never come together 
again; She may marry another Man, but without that Diſ⸗- 
charge ſhe cannot, neither will the Divorce ſtand good ; but 
in caſe the ſecond Huſband ſhould die, and the Woman have Þ|Þ «c 
a mind to go back to her Firſt again, it is not to be per- 
mitted. | | 
Where a Huſband dies, and leaves his Wife without Iſſue, « 
jet the Brother of the Deceaſed marry the Widow, and in 
caſe of a Son by the ſecond Huſband, let him bear the Name ec 
of the Family, and inherit the Eſtate ; for it concerns the ce 
Publick that Names and Families ſhould be preſerv'd, their 
Poſſeſſions kept entire, and it is a Relief to the Women to 
live with ſo near a Relation to her firſt Huſband. I 11 ce 
the Brother refuſe to marry her, let her complain to the Se- 
nate, that whereas ſhe offer d herſelf to ſtay in the Family, « 
and to bring Children to it, her Huſband's Brother had given 1 
her the Repulſe, and put a Diſhonour upon the Memory of 
her dead Huſband. The Elders ſhall then interrogate the ce 
Brother upon the Reaſon of his Refuſal, and whether it be ec 
more or leſs, the Iſſue will be this in the Concluſion : The cc 
WMidow ſhall looſen the Lappet of the Brother's Shoe, and 
pit in his Face, telling him that he deſerved all this, for 
caſting a Diſhonour upon the Memory of the Deceaſed. Af- 4 
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ter this, he departs the Court with a Mark of Infamy that 
he carries to his Grave; and ſo the Widow is left at Liber- 
ty to marry again where ſhe pleaſes. | 

* If any Man takes a Maid, Widow, or Wiſe, Priſoner, | 
and bath a Mind to marry her, they are not to accompany 
together as Man and Wife, till the Priſoner ſhall have ſha- 
ved her Head, and run thorough the whole Courſe of her 
Mourning for the Friends and Relations ſhe loſt in the Bat- 
tle; and this Ceremony being over, ſhe is at Liberty to en- 
joy the Comforts of Mirth and Marriage. It is a reaſonable 
Thing, for him that takes a Woman to have Children by 
her, to indulge the Will and Affections of his Wife, and 
not ſo abſolutely purſue his own Satisfactions, as to neglect 
hers, But after thirty Days Mourning, which is enough for 
any ſober Man, it may be ſeaſonable to marry. If the Man 
ould prove fickle, and grow weary of her, he muſt not 
think to make her a Slave again, for ſhe hath purchaſed her 
Freedom to go whither ſhe pleaſes. | 

W hen Children ſhall behave themſelves undutifully, and 
contemptuouſly toward their Parents, without any Regard 
to filial Reverence, Piety, or good Manners, let the Father 
and Mother in the firſt Place, (whom Nature has made their 
Judges) inſtruct, and tutor them by ſome Diſcourſe to this 
or the like Purpoſe. 

* You ſhould conſider, Children, that the conſclentious 
% End of Marriage is not either Wealth, or Pleaſure, but firſt 
% to have Children, as a Bleſſing which we are to acknow- 
« ledge with Joy and Thankfulneſs; and then to train up 
„ thoſe Children to the Knowledge and Exerciſe of Virtue, 
“ and Submiſſion ; that they may fo live, as to be a Com- 
6 fort, and a Stay to their aged Parents. You cannot ſay 
ce that we have ſpar'd for any Thing in the Care of your In- 
* ſtitution, that might honeſtly qualify. you for all the agree- 
„ able Advantages of a happy Life. And what Return at 
« laſt for all this Tenderneſs ? But Youth is raſh and frail, 
* and the Errors of it are not unpardonable. Come, Chil- 
* dren, you have been to blame; be ſo no more, but repent, 
« and amend, before it be too late. You are not aware per- 
«© haps how God himſelf is wounded in your unnatural 
% Croſſneſs to thoſe, from whom, next under him, you re- 
e ceived your Being; and that your heavenly Father takes 
&* all to himſelf that you commit againſt your earthly Fas 
ther, under the Analogy of that common Appellation, be- 
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e ing the Father of all Fleſh living. To ſay nothing of the 
cc inevitable Severity of the Law in that Point, which I had 
« rather you ſhould underſtand by Diſcourſe then Experi- 
ef” = el £ | | 
If this Way of Reaſoning take Effect, it will be but a. Piece 
of charitable Juſtice to pals it all over as a Slip of Ignorance 
"without Malice: Beſide that it would be for the Honour of 
Governours, and the Comfort of Parents ſo to do; but if nei- 

ther Authority, nor Advice can prevail, and that rebellious 
Children will ſtill perſiſt in an incorrigible Contumacy, there 
is no Way left then, but to turn.the Laws looſe upon them, 
which will have them carry'd out of the City, and there ſto- 
ned to Death ; the Bodies to be expoſed upon a Gibbet for 
one Day, and at Night to be taken down and bury' d. 

The ſame Thing is to be done in all other Caſes of capi- 
tal Puniſhment. Publick Enemies are not to be deny'd Bu- 
rial. The dead mult be allow'd Earth to cover them. The 
Law preſcribes the Puniſhment, and it would be Injuſtice to 
go beyond the Sentence. 

+ It is not lawful for one Hebrew to lend unto another, 
either Money, Meat, or Drink upon Uſaury ; for it is not 
fair to make Advantage of the Neceſſities of a Brother, Let c 
it ſuffice, that the Conſcience of a good Office does more ; 
then countervail the Profit of it ; ſo that the very Charity { 
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is clear Gain if Men would but truſt God Almighty for their 
Reward, which never fails, ſooner or later, to follow good 
Works. As for thoſe that borrow, either Money, or Fruits, 0 
wet or dry, let them be ſure to make a chearful Repayment | 
of it, fo ſoon as ever God ſhall put them in Condition fo to 
do : Which is no more then depoſiting ſo much in another 
Hand for your own Ule to be in Readineſs upon ſuch ano- 
ther Occaſion. WW | 
In Caſe of a Debtor, that hath neither Shame, nor the 
Conſcience, to reſtore what he borrow'd ; the Creditor hall - 
not enter into his Houle to take a Pledge, but demand it at 
the Door, where the Debtor himſelf is to deliver it, but upon 
the Order of the Judge in Favour of the Creditor, there mult 
be no oppoſing of it. If he that has given the Pawn can 
conveniently ſpare it, let the Creditor keep it till he receives 
Satisfaction; but if he be very indigent, and wants it, let it 
be return'd before Sun-ſet ; eſpecially if it be a Garment, 
leſt he ſhould want it to keep him warm in the Night, Such 
is the Tenderneſs of Almighty God in Favour of the Poor. 
. Take 
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Take not a Mill in Pawn, or any Thing that is eſſenti- * f 
ally neceſſary to the working of it, for fear it ſhould deprive 
ſome poor People of the Means of a Livelihood. 

Let it be Death to /þirit away, or to ſteal a Man; and he 
that ſteals Gold or Silver, let him reſtore double, 

He that ſhall kill a Thief in the Act of ſtealing, or of break» 
ing into a Houſe, ſhall be acquitted. 5 

He that ſteals a labouring Beaſt ſhall be condemn'd in ur 
Times the Value of it; unleſs it be an Ox, and then the Pe- 
nalty ſhall be Quintuple ; but if the Party be not able to pay 
the Fine, let him be turned over for a Slave to the Perſon he 
has wrong'd. . 

If one Hebrew be ſold to another, he ſhall ſerve ſix Years, 
and be made free the Seventh; but if it ſhould ſo fall out, 
that he hath Children in his Maſter's Houſe by any of his Fe- 
male Fellow-Servants, and ſhall think fit, out of ſome parti- 
cular Inclination to out-ſtay his Time, he ſhall be freed in the 

Year of Jubilee, with his Wife and Children. | 

If any Man ſhall find Gold or Silver upon the Way, let 
him ſeek and enquire who it was that loſt it, in order to the 
reſtoring of it, for it would be inhuman to make profit of 
another Man's Misfortune. And ſo for Cattle that ſhall be 
5 ſeen aſtray, and wandring in a Deſart: Either let the Ma- 
7 ſter be found out to whom they belong, or let the Finder keep 
them to himſelf, till the right Owner may be heard of, cal- 
ling God to Witneſs that he does not covet the Goods of any 
other Man. | 

Whoever ſees a Traveller at a loſs for want of knowing 
his Way, let him give him his beſt Direction, and Advice, 
to ſet him forward on his Journey. It is barbarous, either to 
make ſport with him, or to hinder his Buſineſs. | 

Speak no ill either of the Deaf, or of the Abſent. 

If one Man ſtrikes another upon a ſudden Quarrel, and not 


EY WF FY WW ou. 


e 
with a Sword, let Juſtice be immediately done upon the 

t Aggreſſor, by the ſame Number of Blows that he gave the 
1 I other : But if he that was ſtruck be carry'd home; laid up 

t fick for ſeveral Days, and then die, there ſhall lie no Action 

1 Wl of Murder in the Caſe ; but if he recovers, the other ſhall ' 
s bear the whole Charge of his Cure, Doctors, Apothecaries, 

it Surgeons, Keepers and the like. | 

' If any Man ſhall kick a Woman with Child, ſo that ſhe 
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for the Loſs of a Subject: Beſide another Sum by the way 
of a Fine to her Huſband, But if ſhe dies of the Stroke, the 
Man muſt dit too, for Life muſt anſwer for Life. 

If there ſhall be found in the Poſſeſſion of an Maelite, the 
Preparation of any mortal, or dangerous Poiſon, he ſhall 
ſuffer Death for it to anſwer for the Lives of thoſe againſt 
whom it ſhall appear to have been deſign'd. 

He that ſtrikes out another Man's Eye fhall forfeit his own, 
and make Satisfaction in Kind, an Eye for an Eye, unleſs he 
ſhall otherwiſe think fit to compound for it with Money ; for 
the Law will ſo far allow a Man to be a Judge in his own 
Caſe, where he ſhall think fit to moderate the Rigour of a 
Penalty for an Injury done to bimſelt. 

If an Ox be miſchievous, and given to Goring, let his Mas 
ſter kill him. If an Ox kill any Body let him immediately 
be ſton'd to Death, and no Man preſume to eat of his Fleſh ; 
but if it ſhall appear that the Maſter had been forewarn'd of 
the Fierceneſs of this Beaſt, and gave no heed to it, he him- 
ſelf ſhall ſuffer Death for not preventing the Death of ano- 
ther Man. If an Ox ſhall kill a Man or a Maid-Servant, the 
Ox ſhall be ſton'd, and the Owner of the Ox ſhall ſtand con- 
demn'd in thirty Sicles to the Maſter of the Slave that was 
Hain. If one Ox ſhall kill another, let the Living and the 


Dead be both ſold, and the Money divided betwixt their two 


Maſters. 


* If a-Man digs a Pit or a Well, let him cover it with 


Boards, and caſt up a Mound about it when he goes from it, 
not to engroſs the Water but to give notice of the Danger, 
and to keep Man and Beaſt from falling into it ; or in caſe 
any Beaſt ſhall drop in at unawares ; and be loſt for want of 
ſuch a Fence, or Cover, the Owner of the Ground ſhall make 
Satisfaction to the Value of the Beaſt. | | 
Whoever receives a Depoſitum, that is to ſay, ſomewhat 


uin Truſt for the Uſe of another Man; let him preſerve. it 


zs a Thing ſacred, and not to be toueh'd by Man, Wo- 
man, or Child, though the whole World were to be got- 


ten by it, to the Prejudice of the Creditors, And Witneſs, 


or no Witneſs, either to the Truſt, or to the Fraud, does not 
one jot alter the Caſe. The Conſcience is the only Judge, and 
Evidence, of what we onght to do, and of what we do, and 
Whether we do well or ill; and according to that inward 
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Teſtimony we ſtand or fall to a God that is not to be impos'd 
upon. But now ſuppoſing the Depoſitum, Bona Fide to be 
loſt; and he that had it in Charge not to blame neither. 
Where it ſo falls out, let the Truſtee apply himſelf to the 
Seven Fudges, and there make Oath in the Preſence of God, 
that he never employ'd any Part of it to his own Uſe, and 
that neither directly nor indirectly he had any Hand or Pri- 
vity in the going of it; and this ſhall be ſufficient to acquit 
him of having perform'd his Truſt, But yet if it ſhall after- 
ward be made appear, that he ever converted any Particle of 
this Depoſitum to his proper Benefit, he ſhall be obliged to 
make good the whole. 

God will have the ſame Strictneſs of Juſtice to be alſo ob- 
ſerved in the Panctuality of paying the Labourer his Hire, 
which conſiſts partly in not defrauding him of any Portion 
of his Due, and partly in not delaying the Payment of it; but 
upon the ſame Day, when he makes an end of his Work, let 
him receive his Wages. : 1 
Children are not to be puniſh'd for the Iniquity of their 
Fathers, but where they are good, they deſerve rather to be 
pity'd, for lying under the Lot of having ſuch Fathers: Be- 
{ide the Equity of reſpecting them for their own Virtues, ra- 
ther then making them odious for the Failings of others. Nei- 
ther is the Lewdneſs of Children in all Caſes to be imputed 
to their Parents; for there are ſome Natures ſo harſh, and 
intractable, that all the Gentleneſs of good Example, Care, 
and Diſcipline, can never work upon them. | 
There are an abominable Sort of People, that out of ſome _ 
unnatural Affectation, make themſelves Eunuchs, and in ſo 
doing, deſtroy as much as in them lies, the very Intent of 
Nature and Providence, in Male and Female; cutting- off 
the Means of encreaſing, and OOTY of Poſterĩity, both 
at once, to the Diſappointment of the main End of their 
Creation. Their Minds were firſt corrupted, before they came 
to make this Experiment upon their Bodies. Theſe Men are 
to be avoided, and deteſted as the worſt of Monſters, where- 
fore let nothing be caſtrated, neither Man, nor any other li- 
ving Creature, for it is a Departure from the very Inſtituti- 
on of Nature. 5 ; 
Theſe are the Laws you are to obſerve in Times of Peace, 
and I hope by the Bleſſing of God, they will be continu'd 
unchangeably ſacred, and inviolable, to yourſelves, and 
our Children after you for ever. But yet, in regard of the 
Uncertainty of humane 142 and that upon ſome cranes | 
* 3 7 4 2 5 | 
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or other, whether of Malice, or Miſadventure, Difficulties 
and Troubles will inevitably ariſe, I ſhall endeavour in a few 
Words, the beſt 1 can, to prepare you for the obviating of 
thoſe Contingencies, ſo far at leaſt as a reaſonable, and a po- 
litical Foreſight of Things may enable me, that you may not 
be taken unprovided how to acquit yourſelves jupon Occa- 
ſion. X | 
I wiſh you with all my Heart in a quiet Poſſeſſion of the 
Land that God hath allotted you ; and that you may come 
to reap the Fruit of your Induſtry and Patience, in Peace, 
and Plenty, without the Hazard, either of open Enemies 
from abroad, or of worſe in your own Bowels ; for a Schiſin 
at home would endanger the overturning of the Laws, Cu- 
ſtoms, Diſcipline, and Religion, of your Forefathers; which 
are no other then the Ordinances of God himſelf, being war- 
ranted by the Stamp and Authority of his divine Approbati- 
on. From theſe Conſtitutions you are never to depart, 
But if it ſhall be your Fortune, either now or hereafter, 
to fall under the Neceſlity of a War, God grant it may be a 
foreign one, and for the Decency of the Proceeding, let it 
be advanced in Form. #* You ſhall do well.to let your He- 
ralds, or Embaſſadors be ſent in the firſt Place with Memo- 
rials, and Declarations upon the Matrer in Queſtion ; for 
according to the Courſe of Reaſon and Nature, Words 
| ſhould go before Blows. You may give to underſtand that 
your Buſineſs is not to enrich yourſelves with Priſoners, or 
Booty : How unwilling you are to put Things to Extremities, 
and how deſirous of Peace, upon any reaſonable Terms ; not- 
withſtanding all the Advantages of Numbers, Horſe, Arms, 
Military Proviſions, and more then all the reſt, of an Almigh- 
ty and a Gracious God to fight your Battles. But if your 
Competitor ſhall yet think fit to put the Cauſe upon a Trial 
of War, draw out your Men againſt him, committing the 
Government of the whole to God, and next under him to 
the braveſt Man of Arms, Policy, and Courage, that you 
can pitch upon, as his Deputy. Have a care of many 
Heads ; for they do commonly more hurt then good : Not 
only for want of Agreement, but in the Matter of Execu- 
tion and Diſpatch. Look to the Choice of your Levies, for 
the Minds of Men muſt be conſider'd as well as their Bodies. 
Let them be daring as well as robuſt, for the leaſt Mixture 
of Cowardice may be enough to unſpirit, and to debauch a 


whole Army. | 
You 
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You ſhall except out of this Militia the Maſters of new- 
built Houſes, that they have not yet liv'd a Year in. The 
Planters of Vineyards that have not as yet taſted the Fruit 
of their own Vines, and new-marry'd Men that have not 
taken their Wives home with them yet, who when they 
ſhould be venturing their Lives for their Country, will be 
indulging them for their Pleaſure. 

Keep good Order in your Camp, and allow no Liberties 
that are harſh and cruel, When you want Wood at any 
Time upon a Siege, as for an Engine, or ſome military Uſe, 
ſpare all Fruit-Trees, upon this Conſideration, that they 
were both creared and planted for other Uſes. If they had 


— Tongues they would expoſtulate the Matter with you, why 


thoſe that were no Cauſe of the War ſhould be deſtroy'd for 
the Service of it : And for their Parts, if they were at Li- 
berty to tranſplant themſelves, they could be as well elſe- 
where. 

When you have the Fortune to overcome in Battle, give 
no Quarter to thoſe of your Enemies that were obſtinate 
and ſtood it out; but preſerve the reſt, and make them 
your Tributaries, ſaving only the Canaanites ; and thoſe 
you are to extirpate, even the whole Nation of them, Root 
and Branch. 

(a) Let no Man appear in a Woman's Dreſs or Habit, 


nor any Woman in a Man's ; but eſpecially in a military 


Action. | | 
* This was the Form and Polity of the Hebrew Common- 


wealth as Moſes left it, and he delivered other Laws alſo 


that he had written ſome forty Years before: Of which in 
another Tract. 

He held Afemblzes ſeveral Days after this, ſucceſſively ; be- 
ſtowing his Benedictions upon thoſe that liv'd in Obedience 
to his holy Laws, and purſuing the malicious Tranſgreſſors 
of them with bitter Maledictions. He then recited a Kind of 
a Prophetical + Canticle in Hexameter Verſe, containing a 
Diſcourſe of Things to come, and in the very Order as they 
fell out after, without any Variation either in the Matter 
itſelf, or in the Series of the Story. This he left in Writ- 
ing to be kept in the Oratory. He deliver'd bis Books to the 
Prieſts, and alſo the Art, wherein were the Ten Command- 


ments, written in Two Tables, leaving it in Charge to the 
U 3 | People, 


(a) See Cunæus de Rep. Hebr. I. 2. c. 22. Deut. 22. | Rs 
Deut. 30, 31, 32, 34. T Deut. 33, 34. 


1 
ö 
N 
i 
= 
' 
| 
4 


294 Juwisn AnTrQuiTIEs, Bock Iv. 


People, that ſo ſoon as ever they ſhould come to be Maſters 
of the promiſed Land, and ſettle their Plantations, they 
ſhould take their Revenge of the 4malekites, for the Indig- 
nities they had formerly put upon them in the Deſart. 

* He commanded alſo that upon the taking of Canaan, 
and putting the whole Multitude to the Sword, they ſhould 
raiſe an Altar to the Ea/tward, not far from (a) Sichem, be» 
twixt two Mountains, Garizim on the Right-Hand, and Ce- 
bal on the Left, and ſo dividing their Army into twice /ix 
Tribes, they were to diſpoſe of thoſe two Diviſions upon 
theſe two Mountains, together with the Prieſts and Levites, 
They were to pray in their Turns, and Garizim to lead the 
Office, imploring all Sorts of Bleſſings from Almighty God 
upon thoſe that kept his holy Commandments, and walked 
in the Ways of his Servant Moſes : The Tribes upon Gebal, 
by Way of Re/ponſe, at the Cloſe, returning their Acclama- 
tions, in Token of approving what the other had done. And 
then after the ſame Manner they follow'd with their Male- 
dictions, which were pronounc'd and ratify'd with the ſame 
Solemnity as before. Theſe Bleſſings and Imprecations were 
at that Time committed to Writing, for a perpetual Memo- 
ry of the Thing. He cauſed them alſo, when he was dying, 
to be engraven on each Side of the Altar, the People aſſiſt- 
ing and offering up Sacrifices and Burnt-Offerings : A Thing 
not warrantable in itſelf, and therefore not to be brought 
into Precedent. You have here the Ordinances and Conſti- 
tutions of Moſes, which the Hebrews obſerve moſt religiouſ- 
ly to this Day. | - 

Upon the Day following the whole Multitude being ga- 
ther'd together, Men, Women and Children, the meaneſt of | 
Slaves themſelves not excepted, Moſes bound them with an 
Cath to the Obſervance of theſe Laws according to the Will 
of God, and that neither Favour, Terror, nor any other Pre- 
tence, ſhould ever make them depart from their Obedience 

to thoſe Precepts ; but that if any ſwngle Perſon, though ne- 
ver ſo near or dear to them, or any Body of Men, ſhould 
ever attempt an Innovation, they would join as one Man 
againſt him and them, to perſecute the People, raze their 
Cities, and not leave them ſo much as one Stone upon ano- 


ther, if they had Power to compaſs it. But otherwiſe, in i 


5 Caſe of in ſuperable Difficulties, they would at leaſt make a 
publick Proteſtation againſt the Wickedneſs, and diſclaim 
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to any Thing of Conſent to't. This was the Sum and Sub- 
{tance of the Oath the Multitude took upon this Occaſion. 
Moſes inſtructed them further alſo, how they ſhould govern 
themſelves in their Sactifices, and what Meaſures they were 
to take in all great Enterprizes; to know whether they had 
God's Approbation or not, by obſerving the Stones upon 
Aaron's Breaſt-Plate, as is already ſet forth. 
While Moſes was yet alive, Jaſbua foretold, by the Spirit 
of Propheſy, what he himſelf was to do for the Welfare of 
the People, either in War abroad, or in a legal Adminiſtra- 
tion at home; preparing the Multitude by his Diſcourſes for 
the Entertainment of their new Way of Diſcipline. He told 
them alſo, that what he ſaid was by a divine Impulſe; and 
that if ever they would depart from the Religion of their 
Country, they ſhould fall into great Calamities; their Land 
ſhould be over-run with Foreigners, their Cities ſack'd, their 
Temple laid in Aſhes, and themſelves ſold for Slaves, to a 
mercileſs and a barbarous People; till they came at laſt to 
a late and unprofitable Repentance : Not but that God 
would be pleaſed in Time to come, to reſtore them to their 
Cities and their Temple. But yet that after ſuch a Reſto- 
ration, they were {till in the Future, to be loſt over and o- 
Ver again. | | | 
 * Moſes being now ready to diſcharge himſelf of his Com- 
miſſion, order'd 7o/hua to march with his Army againſt the 
Canaanites, in a full Aſſurance that God would proſper him 
in his Undertaking, and not without Preſages likewiſe of all 
Sorts of Bleſſings to the People, of whom he took his laſt 
Leave in the Words following. „ 
* Since it is the Will of God to call me to my Fathers, 
& and ſo to order it, that this very Day is to be the laſt of 
«© my Life, it will become me, while I am yet living, and 
5 in your Preſence, to give him Thanks for all his Cares and 
% Providenges extended to you, and your Affairs; not only 
« in your Deliverances from all Manner of Calamities, but 
« in the Bounty of innumerable Bleſſmgs and Benefits; and 
« I muſt likewiſe acknowledge his infinite Goodneſs to my- 
4 ſelf, in proſpering and aſſiſting all my reaſonable Endea- 
« vours for your Comfort and Advantage: Wherein my Part 
& hath been only ſubſervient and miniſterial, toward your 
« Well-being ; while God himſelf was the firſt Mover and. 
« Perſecter of it: For all which Providences, his holy Name 
: 5 U.4 Fa 46 be : 
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ce be praiſed ; and to his gracious Protection, now as a dy- 
« ing Man, I reckon it a Duty to recommend you. I muſt 
& mind you likewiſe of the Honour and Veneration you owe 
C to that Almighty Power, which alone, and no other, you are 
& to worſhip or adore. And pray ye have a Care to put a 
ce true Value alſo upon the Laws he hath given you, as the 
& moſt ſacred and ineſtimable of all his Bounties. Make it 
< the Caſe but of a common Lawgiver, to have his Ordi- 
© nances trampled upon, and his Authority deſpiſed, how 
© unpardonable an Affront would this be, even from one 
Man to another? But who ſhall ſtand againſt the Indig- 
& nation of an incenſed God then, who is your Divine Lau- 
& giver, when he ſhall be provoked to call you to an Ac- 
& count for the Contempt of his Commandments ?” 
Theſe laſt Words of his were accompany'd with a Thou- 
Land Benedictions to the Tribes, and not without ſeveral 
Prophetical Preſages of Things afterward to befal them, and 
which accordingly came to paſs. The Multitude fell all in- 
to a violent Paſſion of Weeping at this Diſcourſe of Moſes : 
The Women beating their Breaſts, and their very Children 
under a miſerable Impatience of Lamentation, Such was 
the Tenderneſs that even theſe poor Innocents had for the 
Dignity and Virtue of ſo great a Man, upon the Apprehen- 
ſion of his approaching End. The Grief, in fine, was uni- 
verſal, and without Diſtinction, of either Age, Sex, or Qua- 
lity. Some of them were afflicted to think what would be- 
come of them for the Time to come ; others to conſider how 
ill they had treated him in Time paſt, and that they never 
underſtood the Value of the Bleſſing they enjoy'd, till they 
were now to loſe it. But the Force of this Impreſſion did 
not appear in any Thing ſo much, as in the Effect it had 
upon the Conſtancy, and Magnanimity, even of the Com- 
forter himſelf. For after all his ee. upon the Con- 
tempt of Death, and his conſolatory Counſels of Reſigna- 
tion, and Submiſſion to the Will of God, and to the Law 
of Nature, he yielded himſelf up at laſt to the Weakneſs he 
condemn'd, and wept for Company. While he was now 
moving toward his laſt Retreat, and the * Multitude all in 
Tears attending him, he gave a Sign with his Hand to thoſe 
at a Diſtance to ſtop where they were, and deſired thoſe 
nearer Hand not to trouble the Peace of his laſt Hour, with 
thoſe fruitleſs and unſeaſonable Importunities. So they kept 
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back to gratifie his Intimation, but ſtill looking after him 
with weeping Eyes and ſad Hearts, as far as they could ſee 
him. He took along with him only the Elders, Eleazar the 
High-Prieſt, and 7o/bua his Succeſlor. When he came to 
Abarim, a very high Mountain over againſt Jericho, he took 
2 View of the fair and fruitful Country of Canaan, diſcharg- 
ed the Senators, and after a final Leave taken of Eleazar 
and 7oſhua, with mutual Embraces, Moſes was taken away 
from them in a Cloud, while they were yet diſcourſing, and 
tranſlated into a certain Valley. The holy Scriptures ſays 
he dicd, leſt People ſhould imagine him, becauſe of the Ex- 
cellency of his Perſon, to be yet alive, and with God. He 
lived a Hundred and twenty Years ; and within one Month 
of a third Part of that Time in his Command over the He- 
brews. He departed this Life in the laſt Month of the Year, 
and the firſt Day of the Month, which the Macedonians gall 
Dyſtrus, and we Adar. | | 

He was a Man of admirable Wiſdom, and one that made 
the beſt Uſe of what he underſtood ; an excellent Speaker; 
and no Man better ſkilld in moving the Affections of the 
People than himſelf : So great a Maſter of his Paſſions, that 
he liv'd as if he had none, and as if he had known them on- 
ly by their” Names; or elle as he obſerv'd them in other 
Men: Never a greater Captain, nor a Prophet equal to him; 
for all his Words were Oracles. The People mourned for 
him thirty Days, and the Death of this holy Man was the 
molt ſenſible Mortification they ever felt; and this was not 
only his Character, among thoſe that knew him in his Life 
and Death; but he has made himſelf as famous to Poſterity 
in his Writings, as he was to the Age he liv'd in for his 
Actions. This is all we have to ſay concerning the End of 
Moſes, en | 
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Joſhua ſucceeds Moſes in his Command over the He- 
brews ; fights, and ſubdues the Canaanites, and di- 
vides their Lands by Lot among the Tribes. 


* 


* OSES being now tranſlated, as aforeſaid, the laſt 
M Duties paid to his Memory, and the Mourning 
Ceremony over, Jaſbua order'd the People to 

be in Readineſs to march, and ſent away his Spies to Je- 
richo, to learn how they ſtood affected, and to view the 
Strength and Condition of the Town. So drew out his Ar- 
my, with a Deſign to paſs che River Jordan by the firſt Op- 
portunity. Upon this Occaſion he conven'd the Princes of 
the Tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manaſ/es ; [for one half of 
Manaſſes was allow'd to plant and ſettle in the Country of 
the Amorites, which was a ſeventh Part of the Land of Ca- 
_ zaan.) Minding them of their Promiſes to Moſes, and de- 
Fring them, both for his Sake, and their own, that they would 
now be as good as their Words; and do it chearfully too, 
as a Juſtice to the Memory of their glorious Patron, that had 
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been ſo particularly careful for them, even with his laſt 
Breath. They came in with their Aſſiſtance very frankly; 
inſomuch that 7o/ſhua march'd from Abila with fifty Thou- 
ſand Men, a Matter of ſixty Furlongs, toward the Banks of 
the River Jordan. Immediately upon their encamping, the 


Spies brought 7oſhua an + Account of the State of Jericho, and 
What the Canaanites were a-doing, They came thither as 
Strangers, they ſaid, and ſo went whither they would, and 


ſaw whatever they had a mind to, without any Stop or Que- 
ſtion. They took a View of the Walls, the Gates, and the 
Ramparts ; all the Weakneſles and Strengths of the Town, 
paſling the whole Day for Men of Curioſity only, without any 
Deſign. They took up toward Evening, in a little Quarter 
near the Wall, where they refreſh'd themſelves z and after 
eating, came the News, as they were diſcourſing how to get 
back again, that Intelligence was brought the King, as he 
was at Supper, of ſome certain Spies that were come out of 
the Hebrew Camp, and lay hid in the Houſe of (a) Rabab; and 


that Order was given immediately for the Siezing of them, 


and putting them to the Torture to know their Buſineſs. 80 
ſoon as Rahab underſtood that the Houſe was to be ſearch'd, 
ſhe cover'd the Spies under a Parcel of Flax that lay a drying 
upon the Wall; and upon the coming of the Meſſengers to 
look for theſe People, Rahab told them indeed, of certain 
Strangers that came thither the Evening before, about Sun- 
ſet, and went their Way again after Supper; and if they were 
dangerous Men, they might eaſily be overtaken. The Woman 
talk'd and look'd fo innocently, that the Officers preſently 
poſted away toward the River Jordan, without ever ſearch- 
ing the Houſe, in Hope to catch them that Way in their Re- 


turn; but having loſt their Labour without making any Diſ- 


covery, they let the Buſineſs fall. So ſoon as the Hurry was 
over, Rahab called forth her Gueſts; minding them of the 
Riſk ſhe had run for their Sakes; for if they had been diſ- 
cover'd, it would certainly have coſt her, and her Family 
their Lives. © Wherefore, /ays ſhe, whenever you come to 
„ take this Place, (as I have a Revelation from God that it 


& will be ſo) do you take as much Care of mine, and my 


Peoples Lives, as we have done of yours.” The Spies pro» 
miſed, with Oaths, that her Kindneſs ſhould be punctually re- 
quited, and therefore adviſed her in Order to it, that when» 
ever ſhe found the Town in any Danger, ſhe ſhould witk- 
draw with what Friends and Goods ſhe had, into her on 
Houle 
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Houſe, and hang out a red String before her Door. The Ge- 
 neral, they ſaid, ſhould be told of the Token, and of the 


Meaning of it, and would undoubtedly provide for the Safe. - 


ty of whatever ſhould be found within thoſe Walls. © She 
< might depend upon it, they /aid, that they would be true 
4 to what they had ſworn ; only if any of them ſhould be 
& found in actual Hoſtility, they could not undertake for 
4 their Safety.” Upon theſe Conditions they parted ; Ra- 
hab having provided a Rope to let them down from the 
Wall, by which Means they made their Eſcapes, and return'd 
to the Camp with the Intelligence of what they had ſeen and 
obſerv'd, and the whole Buſineſs of Rahab, with all the Cir- 
cumſtances : That of the Oath eſpecially ; in which Caſe 
the General conſulted Eleazar the High-Prie/t, and the El- 
ders, who did authoritatively pronounce the Promiſe to be 
binding, and fo ratify'd the Obligation. 

The Hebrews were now encamped upon the Banks of 
the River Jordan, on their Way to Jericho; but the Wa- 


ters being out, the Current, of itſelf, rapid and impetuous'; | 


not ſo much as a Boat, or a Bridge to help them over, nor 
the Means of Building any ; with an Enemy over and above 
o near, and the Town at laſt on the wrong Side of the 
Water : The General's Heart was ready to ſink under the 
Apprehenſion of ſo many invincible Difficulties, till it plea- 
ſed God to aſſure him by a comfortable Revelation, that 
thoſe Obſtacles ſhould be remov'd, and the River made ford- 
able for the tranſporting of his Troops. 

After two Days Expectation of this miraculous Providence, 
Joſbua paſs'd the River with his Army. In the firſt Place 
went the Prieſts, with the Ark: The Levites after them, 


with the Tabernacle, and the holy Veſſels : Aſter the Levites, 


follow'd the whole Army, which was ranged according to 
the Order of their ſeveral Tribes : The Women and Children 
in the Middle, the better to ſecure them againſt the Violence 
of the Stream. It was obſerved upon the Prieſt's firſt En- 
trance into this Paſſage, that the Fierceneſs of the Current a- 
bated, and the Water fell. They found the Bottom firm, and 


by Degrees the Channel came to be as dry as a Pavement : 


So that the whole Multitude forded it over, without any fur- 
ther Doubt or Trouble, when they ſaw every Thing ſucceeded 
according to what God had foretold them. But the Prieſts con- 
tinu'd {till in the Middle, till the People were all paſs'd over, 
and landed on the other Side. So ſoon as the Army was got 
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aſhore, the Prie/?s follow'd them, and left the River to its 
natural Courſe again, which immediately fill'd up the Chan- 
nel, and put every Thing in the ſame State as before, 

+ The Army marched from thence fifty Furlongs toward 
Jericho, and there encamped within ten Furlongs more of 
the Place. Here it was that Joſbua erected an Altar of the 
Twelve Stones, which Twelve Princes of the ſeveral Tribes 
brought along with them out of the Bottom of the River, by 
the Prophet's Order and Command, far a Token and a Me- 
morial to future Ages of this miraculous Separation of the 


Waters; and upon this Altar did Foſhua ſacrifice, celebra- 


| x T1 


ting the Feaſt of the Paſſover alſo in the ſame Place; and in 


a State of Plenty and Abundance, equal to the Degree of 
Want and Miſery, that they had hitherto endur'd ; for the 
Canaanites Harveſt was at this Time ripe upon the Ground; 
Cattle, and other Booty every where expos'd, and the He- 
brews had it all at Mercy, only the Manna fail'd them now 
at laſt, after a Subſiſtence of Forty Years upon it in the Wil- 
derneſs. ; 

The 1/-aelites living thus at Diſcretion upon the Canaanites 
Country, without any Sort of Check or Controul, gave the 
Hebrew General to underſtand, + That the Enemy was not to 
be drawn out of their Holds, though but to the Hazard of a 
Skirmiſh, or a Sally, by any Provocation or Affront whatſo- 
ever : So that he bethought himſelf of making ſome Trial ra- 
ther what might be done by a Siege. Upon the firſt Day of 
the Feſtival, the Prieſts took up the Ark, and ſo marched 
forward with it in the Middle of a Guard of Soldiers; ſeven 
other Prieſts going before them, with ſeven Horns or Trum- 
pets, ſounding, to animate the Army to behave themſelves 
like Men. And thus they went round about the Walls of 
the City with the Elders after them; but the Prieſts only 
ſounding ; and when they had gone the Circuit of the City, 
they went back again to their Camp without any more Ce- 
remony. This was the firſt Day's Work; and when they 
had done the ſame Thing over again for (ix Days ſucceſlively, 


Foſhua called the Army and the People together, on the Se- 
venth, and told them for News, That the Town ſhould that 
Day be delivered up to them without any Hazard or Trouble; 


for the very Walls ſhould fall down of their own Accord, 
and leave the Place naked; giving them in Charge at the 
fame Time, not to ſpare any Creature that had Life in't ; 
and that neither Wearineſs of doing Execution, Tenderneſs 
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of Nature, or any other Conſideration of Booty or Flight, 


mould prevail upon them to hold their hands; but that they 


ſhould put all to the Sword without reſerving any Thing of 
the Spoil to their own Advantage. What Gold or Silver ſo- 
ever ſhould be found, they were order'd to lay it in one Maſs 
all together; for it ſhould be dedicated to God, as the Firſt. 


Fruits of the Victory obtain'd over that City; ſaving only 
that Rahab, with her Family and Relations, ſhould be pre- 


ferv's, for the Sake of the Spies Oath and Promiſe. | 
With theſe Words, he marched with his Army toward the 
City, and went the Round of it with the Prieſts, the Senate, 


and the Soldiers, in the ſame Order as before. Upon the 
\ ſeventh Time going about it, they made a little Stop, and 


the Wall fell down all on a ſudden, without any Engine or 
Force bent againſt it, This terrible Surprize put the People 


into ſuch an Amazement, that they had not the Hearts leſt 


them to ſtrike a Stroke : So that the Hebrews entered the 
Breach, and cut off all before them without the leaſt Ha- 


ard or Reſiſtance. Some in the Streets, others in their Hou- 


fs; ſome in one Place, and ſome in another, till it came, 


in fine, to an univerſal Slaughter, without ſparing either 


Women or Children; ſo that the City was only a Pile of 
dead Bodies in the Concluſion, and no Way of ſcaping the 
common Fate, This Deſolation ended in the burning of the 
City, and the Country about it; only Rahab, and her Friends 
and Family were reſcued by the Spies, who being brought to 


the General, received his Acknowledgments for the good Of- 


fice ſhe had done his Agents ; promiſing withal, that ſhe 
ſhould not fail of a ſuitable Reward, which he ſuddenly 
made good to her by the Honour of conſiderable Favours and 


Benefits. What the Fire had ſpared, was deſtroyed by the 


Sword; with a prophetical Curſe upon any Man that ſhould 
ever preſume afterward to rebuild it, wiſhing that whoever 
ſhould take upon him to lay the firſt Stone of a new Foun- 
dation, might loſe his eldeſt Son, and he that ſhould finiſh 
the Work, his Youngeſt; and God would not ſuffer this Ma- 


| Jediftion to paſs in vain neither, as we ſhall ſhew hereafter, 
There was taken in this Town to an ineſtimable Value in 


Gold and Silver, and likewiſe of Braſs ; without any Dimi- 


' aution of it for the Profit of any particular Perſon: But Fo- 
ua delivered it up to the Prieſts, to be depoſited in their 
Treaſury; and this was the Fate of Jericho. | 


1 But it fo fell out that one (a) Achar, the Son of Zebedee, 
a | Es. and 
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and of the Tribe of Judah, had gotten a rich Cloke of the 
King's, of Cloath of Gold, and a huge Maſs of the fame Me- 
tal, weighing two Hundred Shekels. This Man thought it 
ſomewhat unreaſonable to give that to God that he had no 
need of; that which he had ventured his Life for, and had 
ſo much Occaſion to make uſe of: So that he digged a Hole 
in the Ground under his Tent, and there hid it; imagining 
that ſo long as his Fellow-Soldiers knew nothing of it, the 
Concealment might paſs upon God himſelf. The Army at 
that Time was encamped at a Place called (a) Gilgal, which 
ſignifies Liberty: For being now paſſed the River, they rec- 
koned themſelves as good as fecured from the Slavery of E- 
gypt, and the Miſeries of the De/art. 
Some few Days after the Razing of Fericho, Joſhua ſent 
out a Detachment of 3000 Men to Ain, a City a little above: 
Where they engaged the Enemy, and were beaten back with 
the Loſs of ſix and thirty Men. The Tidings of this Re- 
pulſe put the //aelites to a terrible Anxiety of Thought, not 
ſo much for the Number of the Slain (though their near Re- 
lations and Men of Honour and Experience) but for the ill 
Boding of the Diſappointment ; for they looked upon the 
Difficulties of the War (even according to God's Promiſe) to 
be as good as over, when they were poſſeſſed of the Land ; 
but their Enemies had now taken Heart again, they ſaid, and 
immediately, upon this Reflection, they put on Sackcloath, 
and ſpent that whole Day in Faſting, Weeping, and Mourn- 
ing; ſo grievous was the Senſe they had of the Diſgrace that 
was befallen them. The Spirits of the Army were fo ſunk 
upon this Diſaſter, and caſt down into ſuch a Deſperation 
of better Things for the future, that Zo/hua, upon this Oc- 
caſion, addreſſed himſelf with a more than ordinary Aſſu- 
rance to Almighty God, ſaying, | 
© Lord, ſays he, it is not any Temerity, or Ambition of 
« our own that has brought us hither to make War upon 
<« theſe People, but a pure Deference and Reſpect to the Per- 
& ſuaſion of thy Servant Moſes, that hath incited us to this 
© Undertaking, and not without the Warrant of many Signs 
« and Miracles to convince us that he had Reaſon and Au- 
e thority on his Side; when he told us that thou thyſelf 
5 had'ſt promiſed us the Poſſeſſion of this Country, and to 
give us Victory over all our Enemies. But what a Change 
* 1s here all on a ſudden, in the Diſappointment of our 
; Hopes, 


(a) Gr. Calgala. Maſius in his Commentary u the fifth Chap- 
ter of Jeſbua ſhows this to be an Error. 4 1 
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c Hopes, and in the Loſs of our Friends ! As if either Mz. 
d ſeg's Predictions had not been of divine Inſpiration, or o. ' 


& therwiſe thy Promiſes and Purpoſes variable. If this be 
de the Beginning of a War, we cannot but dread the fur- 
« ther Progreſs of it, for fear this Miſcarriage upon the firſt 
« Experiment, ſhould prove only the Earneſt of greater E- 
c yils to come: But Lord, thou alone art able to give us 
4c Relief, help us, and ſave us. Vouchſafe unto us, Com- 
<« fort, and. Victory; and be gracioully pleaſed to preſerve 
dc us from the Snare of deſpairing for the Future.“ | 
. TFoſhua delivered this ejaculatory Prayer groveling, with 
his Face upon the Ground, till upon Finiſhing, God bid him 

« Riſe, and purge the Army from a Pollution that had de- 
« filed it; for there was a ſacrilegious Fraud that lay unac- 
« counted for among them; and that Corruption was the 
< true Cauſe of the Miſchief that had lately befallen them; 
cc but, ſays the Oracle, let there be Lots caſt, to find out the 
4 Criminal, and then let him be puniſhed, and the 1/rae/- 
cc ites ſhall certainly carry their Cauſe, and be victorious.” 
Jaſbua made a Report of all this to the People, and calling to 
him Eleazar the High-Prieſt, and the Princes of the Tribes, 
he put the Tribes to the firſt Teſt of the Lot; and the Lot 
falling upon the Tribe of Fudah, they caſt Lots next, upon 
the ſeveral Families of that Tribe, and the Lot fell upon the 
Family of Zacharias; bringing the Queſtion in fine, to the 
individual Perſon that committed this Sacrilege ; and it fell 

then, upon a Perſonal Examination of Man by Man, upon 
- Achar ; who thereupon was forthwith taken into Cuſtody, 
and finding that there was 'no trifling with divine Juſtice, 


his Conſcience alſo riſing up in Judgment againſt him, he 


confeſt the ſacrilegious Theft, and delivered it up in the Sight 
of the People, whereupon he was immediately put to an ig- 
nominious Death, and his Body committed to the Earth in 
a ſcandalous Manner, like a common Malefactor, which was 
2 Puniſhment but ſuitable to his Deſert. 5 
When the Army was purged, 7o/hua drew them out to- 
ward the City of (a) Ain; planted his Ambuſhes, and early 
next Morning preſented himſelf in the Sight of the Enemywith 
His main Body. The Ainites were ſo elevated with their for- 
mer Succeſs, that ſo ſoon as they had the MHaelites in their 


Eye, they immediately advanced in a furious Manner againſt 


them to give them Battle ; the one giving way by little and 


little, as for Fear, and the other preſſing upon them as in 
| | a full 


a : 


r. FoAma. Scr. Ai, Steph. Byzant. ho Anna, and Berkelius fancies it to 
be the ſame with Kara and Konatha in Zo/ephus, See Berkelius, p. 134. 
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a full Aſſurance of a certain Victory. * By this Stratagem 
of a pretended Flight, the Ainites were drawn into the Toil; 
for immediately upon a Signal given 7oſhua put a ſtop to 
the Army, and the Ambuſh, almoſt in the ſame Inſtant ; 
and entered the Town, with little or no Oppoſition ; for the 
Inhabitants were molt of them gotten together upon the 


Walls, out of a Curioſity to ſee the Action, and inferring 


from the Countenance of Things, that the Day was as good 
as their own already. It came however to a terrible Slaugh- 
ter; and in the mean Time, the Army being totally routed 
before the Town, had no other Retreat left them, but to fly 
back again to the City for Sanctuary: Which was the Courſe 
they ſteer'd ; upon a Preſumption that the Place was ſtill in 
the ſame State they left it. But when they came to find it 
taken, their Houſes rifled and burnt, and their Wives and 
Children, either deſtroyed or Priſoners ; the miſerable Re- 
mainder of them that ſcaped the Sword, were forced to be- 
take themſelves to the wild Fields, and Woods, for Refuge. 
It was an incredible Booty that was taken upon this En- 
counter: A World of Women, Children, and Bondſlaves; 
Plate, and coſtly Furniture, to a prodigious Value; a great 


many Flocks, affd Herds of Cattle, and mighty Sums of cur- 


rent Money. The Country, in ſhort, was exceſſively Rich; 
and the whole Spoil of it was divided among the Soldiers, 
which were then encamped in Galgala. 

+ When the (a) Gibeonites (being near Neighbours to 7e- 
ruſalem) came to underſtand the miſerable Condition of Fe- 
richo, and Ain, they began to conſider that their own Turn 
might be next, but however, being prepoſſeſſed with an Ex- 
pectation that the whole Nation of the Canaanites were to be 
rooted out, they thought it not worth their while to make 
any barefac'd Application to the Hebrews for Favour. They 
called however upon their Neighbours the Chephirites, and 
thoſe of (b) Kiriath-jearim, to join with them in the Propo- 
ſal of a fair Alliance with the Hebrews. If they could obtain 
it; well and good, they ſaid ; or if not, it was a Caſe com- 
mon to them both, and they ſhould do well to unite in a 
common Defence. The Advice was found reaſonable, and 
ſo they diſpatched away an Embaſſy to Jaſbua, of the fitteſt 
Men they could pick out to menage ſuch a Commiſſion. 
They had had it in their Inſtructions, not upon any Terms to 
own themſelves for Canaanites, but rather to let fall Words by 

X the 
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the By, that they lived a great Way off, and had no Manner 
of Dealing with thoſe People. They had heard much, 778 
ce true, of the Reputation of the Hebrews, and they were now 
come to attend their General upon this Occaſion. © It might 
ce be ſeen by their Cloaths, that they had come a great Way; 
© for they were new when they ſet out, and they were now 
« worn all to Pieces in their Journey.” And the Stuff of them 
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was courſe and Thread - bare too, for the better Credit of the 


Impoſture. In this Habit they preſented themſelves before the 
Aſſembly, with their Teſtimonials, that they came as Com- 
miſſioners from the Gibeonites, and their neighbouring Cities 

to enter into a Treaty of Friendſhip with them, ſaving only the 
Rights and Privileges of their Country; for they found, that 
by God's Grace and Bounty, they were put into the Land of 

Canaan, wherein they gratulated their good Fortunes, deſiring 

only to be admitted as their Friends and Confederates; ma- 

king an Oſtentation of their Rags all this while, as the Evi- 
dence of their Sincerity. Joſhua gave ſo much Credit to the 

Pretences, both of their Words, and Cloaths, that taking 

for granted they were not Canaanites, he ſtruck up an Amity 

with them: The High-Prie/t, and the Elders, at the fame 

Time giving them the Oaths of Friends and Allies, and that 

they ſhould never do any Thing contrary to the Tenor of that 

Obligation, The Agreement was ſolemnly executed, in the 

Preſence, and with the Approbation of the whole Multitude. 

By this Artifice they gained their Point, and ſo returned to 
their own Home. It happened ſoon after this, that upon 
Foſbua's drawing his Army to that Quarter of the Canaanttes, 


that looks toward the Plains; he was given to underſtand þ 


that theſe Gibeonites did not live far from Feruſalem, and that 
they were of the ſame Stock with the Canaanites So he ſent 
for ſome of the chief Men of the Country to come to him, 
and told them plainly that tney had not dealt with him like 
Men of Truth and Honour. They excuſed themſelves upon 
the Neceſlity of the Caſe; for © They had no Way elſe ro 
&« be ſafe, they ſaid.” Upon this Difficulty, the High- Prie ſt, 
and the Elders were conſulted, as to the Obligation of the 
Treaty, and were all poſitive in their Opinion, that an Oath 
fo circumſtanced, and ſo ratified, was abſolutely ſacred, and 
inviolable: But that the Point might yet in ſome ſort be 
modified, by ſetting them apart for the doing of ſervile Of- 
Kegg in the publick Drudgery :. Which was the Condition 
they ſtood afterwards condemned to; and upon thoſe Terms 
they were well enough content to compound for their 2 
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* When the King of Jeruſalem came to be informed that 
the Gibeonites were revolted, and gone over into Alliance with 
the Hebrews, he took it ſo heinouſly, that he preſently ſent to 
four neighbouring Kings to join with him in a War againſt 
them. They debated the Matter, and came immediately to 
a Reſolution, drew their Troops together, and encamped 
near a certain Fountain not far from the City, which they 
were then preparing to beſiege; the Gibeonites applying them- 


ſelves to Fo/hua for Aſſiſtance. Matters were now come to 


this Paſs, that they were to be ruined by their own People, 
and forced to fly for Protection to thoſe that were in Arms, 


expreſly to deſtroy them. But ſo it was however, that they 


had no hope of Safety under the Sun but in their new Friend- 
ſhip. Upon the firſt Intelligence of this Enterprize, Zo/hu@ 
marched with his whole Army, Night and Day to ſuccour 
the Gibeonites, and fell upon the Enemy early in the Morning, 
as they were juſt about to attack the Town, routed, and had 


the Chace of them along the Hills, till they came to the Val- 


ley of Bethora. The Hand of God was never more viſible in 


any human Action than it was in this Battle; for, over and 


above the dreadful Thunder and Lightning of that Day, 
with a violent Tempeſt of Hail-ſtones of a prodigious Size, 
there was yet one Prodigy ſtranger than all the reſt, and 
ſuch a one as was never heard of before: The Sun itſelf 
ſtood ſtill in the Firmament, that the Hebrews might not 
want Day-light for the perfecting of their Victory. Upon 


this Rout, the five Kings were purſued to the Cave of Mako 
keda, where they were found by 7o/hua, taken, and all put 
to Death, The Miracle of the lengthening of this Day be- 


yond its natural Meaſure, and of the Sun's ſtopping in its 
Courſe, is moſt expreſly atteſted in the holy Scriptures, ac» 
cording to the Copies, reſerved in the Temple. 

After this Defeat of the five Kings that made War upon 
the Gibeonites, Foſhua went back again to the mountainous 
Part of Canaan, where he put a great many People to the 
Sword; ſeized a World of Cattle, and ſo went away with 
the Army to (a) Gilgal. | | 

+ The Fame of the Hebrews for their martial Exploits, and 
the Numbers of the Slain, made ſo great a Noiſe every where, 
that the very Reputation of their Arms carried a Terror a» 


long with it. But this did not yet hinder the Canaanite Kings 


of Mount Libanus and thereabouts, nor thoſe of the Plagns, 

together with the Philiſtines from joining in a nn 
3 again 
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againſt them; for they drew their Forces together and en- 
camped at (a) Berothe, a City of Gallilee, not far from the 
Upper-Cedeſa, which is allo in the Country of Gallitee, Their 
whole Strength was computed to amount to 306000 Foot; 
10000 Horſe, and two 2000 Chariots. The Thonght of this 
formidable Power caſt ſuch a Damp upon the Spirits, not on- 
ly of the /aclites in general, but upon 7oſhuat himfelf, that 
the Dread they had for ſo unequal Encounter, fell little ſhort 
of a downright Deſpair : But upon God's reproving them for 
their faint-Heartedneſs and Diſtruſt; and encouraging them 
with freſh Aſſurances of Victory and Protection; command- 
ing them likewiſe to hamſtring the Enemies Horſe and burn 
their Chariots, the General took Heart upon it, and forthwith 
marched with a full Aſſurance of Succeſs toward the Enemy. 
Upon the fifth Day he came up to them, and fought them. 
The Encounter was obſtinate, and fo bloody, that the Truth 
of the Action would be almoſt incredible; but however the 
Confederates were abſolutely broken ; vaſt Numbers kill'd 
in the Purſuit ; all the Kings ſlain, and the whole Army, in 
Effect, entirely cut off: Nay, ſuch was the Rage of the Vi- 
ctors againſt the conquer'd Party, that when they had no 
more Men to kill, they wreak'd their Fury upon the Hor- 
ſes and Chariots. The Fortune, in fine, of this Day, made 
Foſhua ablolute Maſter of the Country. He took their Towns; 
kill'd all he could come at; did what he thought fit, and no 
Creature left to oppoſe him. Their Country, in ſhort, was 
wholly depopulated and the very Nation itſelf extirpated, 
ſaving only ſome few Straglers that had the good Hap to get 
out of the Way into ſtrong Holds, or to hide themſelves. 
And all theſe Diſtreſſes were but the miſerable Devaſtations 
. of one five Years War. 

* Upon this fatal Overthrow, 7Feſhua moved his Camp 
from Gilgal up the Mountains toward Siloe, where he planted 
the holy Tabernacle ; with an Intent to wait a while there, 
for the firſt Opportunity of Erecting a Temple +: The Situati- 
on of the Place being both commodious and delicious, and in 
all Reſpects agreeable to the Deſign. From thence he took all 
the People along with him to Sichem, where he erected an 
Altar, as Moſes in Time paſt had foretold and appointed. 
This being done, he divided his Army : One half he order'd 
to. Mount Garizim, and the other to Mount (6) Gibal, where 
1 | there 
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there was likewiſe another Altar built; the Prieſts and Le- 
wvites being alſo divided. Here they offered their Saerifices, 
and when they had denounced the Maledictions (formerly 
mentioned) and engraven them upon the Altar, they re- 
turned to Silos. 

Foſhua was now far gone in Years, and conſidering that the 
Canaanites had yet ſeveral Places of Strength left them, which, 
betwixt Art and Nature were ina Manner impregnable. (For 
the Canaanites had an Inkling by a Tradition from their Fa- 
thers, that a People out of Ægypt had a Deſign to over-run 
them, and therefore let no Time lip to ſecure and fortify 
themſelves. Foſhua, I ſay, being aware of all this, call'd a 
General Aſſembly of the People to meet at Siloe, where the 

Appearance was very great, and all the People wonderful 
unanimous and chearful. 7oſhua, upon this Occaſion, 
ſum'd up what he had to ſay in few Words, and laid the 
Matter in hand before them. He gave them a ſhort Hiſtory 

of the great Things they had done, and ſucceeded in, al- 
ready, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Favour and Protection, as 
a People that religiouſly obſerv'd his Laws. He minded 
them how God had given them Victory over one and thirty 
Kings, that had the Confidence to take up Arms againſt 
them; rooting out the very Generations of their moſt migh- 
ty Oppreſſors. But in regard, that the Conqueſt was as yet 
but imperfect; ſome of their Cities being already taken, and 
a great many others remaining in their Hands that were bet- 
ter man'd and fortify'd ; and that it would be a Work of 
Time to reduce them, he thought it adviſeable in the firſt 
Place to * diſmiſs thoſe of their Friends that came from be- 
yond Jordan, to join in the Riſk of the common Caule ; 
and with all due Reſpects and Acknowledgments, to ſend 
them back to their own Lot again. And Secondly, That 
Commiſſioners ſhould be choſen reſpectively out of every 
Tribe; Men of approved Skill and Integrity; and their Bu- 
ſineſs ſhould be, to take an exact Survey of the Country, 
and to make a full Report of it without Fraud or Delay. 

The People, every Man of them, were highly pleas'd with 
the Motion, and ſo 7oſhua preſently order'd his Agents to 
enter upon the Work, appointing them for their Aſſiſtants, 
Men that were well ſkill'd in Surveying, and ſo could not 
well be impos'd upon, or miſled in the Account. | 

They had it in their Inſtructions alſo, notwithſtanding the 
Survey upon Meaſure, to make a final Eftimate upon the 
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Quality or Goodneſs of the Land, as one Piece might fall out 
to be better or worſe than another ; for there are in Canaan 
a great many fair large Fields, that being put in Balance 
with ſome others, might be allow'd a Preference of profita- 
ble and fruitful ; but upon confronting them with Jericho 
or Feruſalem, they would be found comparatively to be little 
or nothing worth, 'The Country indeed is not large, and 
a good Part of it Mountainous ; but for the Plenty, Growth, 
and Beauty of the Productions, no Place whatſoever goes be- 
Fond it. For this Reaſon it was concluded, not to value the 
Lots barely by Meaſure, but by the Virtue of them : For 

A one Acre ſometimes might fall out to be worth a Thouſand. 
KH There were ten Men employ'd upon this Commiſſion to an- 
ſwer the ſame Number of Tribes concern'd in the Queſtion. 

Theſe ten Commiſlioners took both a View, and an Eſti- 
mate of the Country, and within ſeven Months after, they 

came back again with the whole State of the Computation to 

Siloe, which was at*that Time the Seat of the Tabernacle. 

+ Jaſbua then calling to his Aſſiſtance Eleazar the High- 
Prieſt, with the Elders, and Princes of the Tribes, made a 
Partition of the Whole, into fo many Shares, to be divided 
among nine Tribes, and one Half Tribe of Manaſſes ; every 
one to have in Proportion, according to the Rate and Equi- 

B ty of the Diſtribution. 

3 Upon putting it to the Lot, the Tribe of Judah had for 

1 their Lot all the Upper Fudea, reaching in Length to Feru- 

ſalem, and in Breadth to the Lake of Sodom Comprehend- 

ing alſo the Cities of 4/calsn and Gaza. 
The Tribe of Simeon, had that Part of Jdumæa which 
borders upon Ægypt and Arabia. 

© The Tribe of Benjamin had that Part of the Country that 

38 ſtretches out in Length from the River Jordan to the Sea; 

and in Breadth, from Feru/alem to Bethel, This is a ſmall 
Territory, but the Quality makes amends for the Quantity ; 
for Jericho and Feruſalem are comprized in it. 

The Tribe of Ephraim had for their Lot the Country in 
Length from Jordan to Gadara, and in Breadth from He- 
#hel to the large Plain. | 
— The Half-Tribe of Manaſſes had their Lot, Length-ways, 

from Jordan to the City Dora; and Breadth-ways, to Beth- 

\fana, which is now known by the Name of Scythopolis. 
The Tribe of /Jachar had for their Lot, all betwixt Jordan 
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and Mount Carmel, which reaches out in Breadth to Mount 
(a) Itabyr. | | | 

The Tribe of Zabulon had for its Lot, the whole Country 
that borders upon Mount Carmel, and the Sea, and ſo as far 


as Genezareth. , | | 
The Tribe of Mer had for their Lot, the Country behind 
Mount Carmel! over-againſt Sidon, reckoning the City of 


(6) Arce alſo; otherwiſe Actipus. 


The Tribe of Naphtali had for their Lot, the Upper Gal. 
lilee; and the Country Eaſtward to the City of Damaſcus, 
Mount Libanus, and the Head of the River Jordan, which 
has its Riſe from that Side of it that borders upon the City 
Arce toward the North. ; 

The Tribe of Dan had the Valleys toward the Veſt, which 
are bounded by Azotus and Dora and to them likewiſe be- 
long the Cities of 7amnia and Gittha, and the whole Coun- 
try from Acarnon to the Mountain, where the Portion of 
the Tribe of Judah begins. 

This was the Diviſion that JFoſhua made of ſix Provinces 
of the Canaanites, that took their Names from ſo many of 
the Sons of Canaan : And of this Country did he deliver the 
Poſſeſſion to the aforeſaid nine Tribes and a Half : But as to 
Amorrhea, fo call'd from one of the Sons of Canaan, Moſes 
had diſpoſed of it long ſince to the uo other Tribes and 


Half, as we have ſhew'd above: But then the Regions of the 


Sidonians, the Aruceans, Amatheans, and Aritheans, are 
not to be reckon?d into this Diviſion, not being at that 
Time inhabited. V | 

While Jaſbua was now ſtruggling with the Infirmities of 
old Age, and the Cares of the Government, he found evi- 
dently that as he was no longer able to diſcharge the Offices _ 
of his Function in his own Perſon ; ſo there was no depend- 
ing, either upon thoſe that a&ed for him, or thoſe that were 
to ſucceed him in the publick Adminiſtration ; for they had 
no Regard at all, he ſaw, to the common Good. Wherefore 
he gave it in Charge to every Tribe reſpectively, not to ſuffer 
any Thing of the Race of the Canaanites in the Land where 


they had to do; minding them how ſolemnly Moſes had de- 


clar'd himſelf in this Matter, to whoſe Advice and Opinion 
he doubted not of their giving both Heed and Credit: Be- 
ſide, that their own Security, and that of their Laws, Rights, 
and Religion, depended all upon it, and that he had Expe-' 
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rience, as well as Authority for what he ſaid. * He enjoin'd 
them further, to deliver up to the Levites the thirty eight 
Cities that were deſigned them, being in Poſſeſſion of ten al- 
ready in (a) 4meorrhea, on the other Side of the River. 
Three of theſe were to be Cities of Privilege or Refuge. In 
the Tribe of Judah, the City of Hebron; in that of Ephra- 
im, Sichem ; and in the third of Naphtal:, () Cedeſe, in the 
Upper Gallilee : To all which they readily agreed, out of a 
Veneration they had for the Obſervance of the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of Mo/es. He proceeded after this, to a Diſtribu- 
tion of the Booty, which, in Herds and Flocks, Money, 


Plate, Furniture, and other Pillage, amounted to a Value 


not to be imagin'd, for it was a large and plentiful Coun- 
try, and the //7aelites, one and all, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, made their Fortunes out of the Spoil. 5 
I The next Thing Jaſbua had to do, was the Calling to- 
gether of his Auxiliaries that came to him from beyond or- 
dan, and had their Part in the Honour of his late Conqueſt. 
They were computed to be a Matter of fifty Thouſand Men, 
and upon their Meeting, Jaſbua deliver d himſelf to them 
to this Effect. 
“Since it hath been the Good - will and Pleaſure of our 
«& heavenly Lord and Father, firſt, to put us into the Poſ- 
* ſeſſion of this Land; and then, to promiſe the Continuance 
« of it to our Poſterity ; and ſince God has been likewiſe 
«& pleaſed to make uſe of your ready and chearful Aſſiſtance 
% toward the Execution of this holy Purpoſe, it is but Rea- 
c“ ſon, for you that have born ſo great a Part in the Dangers 
and Difficulties of this War, to put in for a Share alſo in 
« the Comforts and Bleſſings of a common Peace: To which 
% end, we think it but Juſtice to diſcharge you from any fur- 
EC ther Attendance at preſent ; not doubting of the ſame Af- 
< fection and Good-will from you for the future, if ever 
© there ſhould be ſuch another Occaſion, We are now to 
<« give you a Thouſand Acknowledgments for all the Toil 
« and Hazards you have hitherto undergone with us; and 
« pray let the Senſe of good Oſſices gone and paſt, be im- 
« prov'd into a mutual, and an inviolable League of Friend- 
e ſhip for the Time to come; remembring that we ſtand in- 
debted for the Advantages that at this Inſtant we enjoy, 
« next under God, to the Force of this reciprocal Aſſiſtance ; 
and that Providence hath evidently made us neceſſary one 
| | ng 
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« to another. It may be conſider'd alſo, after all you have 
« done and ſuffer'd, that. your Services are not unrewarded, 
« ſo far at leaſt as an ineſtimable Booty in Gold, Silver, 
and whatever elſe is moſt precious, may paſs for a Re- 
« compence : Beſide the Engaging of a Friend, in me, that 
« will never forget the Reſpett ; for you have moſt religi- 
« ouſly executed the laſt Will of Maſes, and left nothing 
ce undone that I could take kindly at your Hands. Where- 
&« fore I ſhall now leave you at Liberty to depart to the Lot 
« of your Inheritance, which I wiſh you much Joy in. But 
6 pray ye, let no Diſtance of Place ſet Limits to our Friend- 
„% ſhip; The Interpoſition of Rivers muſt never divide our 
« Affection; for on which Bank ſoever, we are all Hebrews 
« ſtill. Abraham was the common Father of us all, let our 
« Abode be where it will, and it was from one and the 
« ſame God that all our Forefathers received their Being: 
« And that God we are all to worſhip, according to the Or- 
“ dinances and Inſtitutions left us by Mes. So long as 
% we ſtand firm to that Way of Religion, we may be ſure 
4 of the Favour and Protection of that God for our Com- 
© fort. But whenever you apoſtatize into a Hankering af- 
ce ter ſtrange Gods, the God of your Fathers will caſt you 
«© off,” With theſe Words, he took a ſolemn and diſtinct 
Leave, both of the Princes, and of the People, to whom he 
addreſs'd his Speech; who upon this Diſmiſſion return'd to 
the Place whence they came, the reſt conducting them ſome 
Part of their Way, till after much Weeping and Reluctan- 
cy, they came with great Difficulty in the End to a final 
Separation; Jeſbua continuing ſtill in the ſame Place where 

he was. 
ꝓ The Tribes of Reuben and Gad were no ſooner paſe'd the 
River, with thoſe of Manaſſes that follow'd them, but they 
erected an Altar upon the further Bank, to remain as a 
monumental Record to Poſterity of the Alliance that was 
then contracted betwixt the Borderers on both Sides of the 
Jordan. The News of this Altar was immediately carry'd 
over to their Friends on the other Side of the Water, with- 
out one Word of the Intent and/ Meaning of it ; which put 
their Aſſociates into ſo outrageous a Jealouſie of their Con- 
ſederates, as Apoſtates and Innovators, that they preſently 
betook themſelves to their Arms, for the Vindication of the 
Worſhip and Religion of their Forefathers; and to avenge 
the Cauſe of God upon the Heads, and Authors of _ De- 
ection. - 
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fection. In this Heat they took up a Reſolution, with 
Sword in Hand, to paſs the River, and to do Juſtice upon 
the Principals of this Deſertion, without any Reſpect to the 
Dignity of Perſons, or the Nearneſs of Relations; for it was 
God's Cauſe, they ſaid, and in the Caſe of his Service, they 
were abſolv'd from all other Obligations. In the Flame of 
this Tranſport, the General, the High-Prieſt, and the El- 
ders, betwixt Authority and Advice, ſo far prevail'd upon 
the Headſtrong Multitude, as to ſuſpend the Execution of ſo 
extravagant a Revenge, till they might be certainly in- 
form'd, whether their Brethren were guilty of this Abomi- 
nation or not: And if they found them guilty, they ſhould 
be then left at Liberty to fall upon them without Mercy. 
They agreed to the Motion, and ſo made Choice of Phineas, 
the Son of Eleazar, and ten other Perſons of eminent Note 
among the People, to go over to their Countrymen, and 
learn what was the true End of Building that Altar. They 
departed upon this Errand, and ſo ſoon as ever they got 
croſs the Water, there was ſummon'd an Aſſembly, where- 
in Phineas diſcharg'd himſelf of his Commiſſion in Words 
to this Effect. | | 
We underſtand very well, that the Crime charg'd upon 
« you at preſent is too heinous to be puniſh'd only with 
«© Words; but yet we have not taken up Arms now, Hand 
« over Head, to execute a Vengeance according to the De- 
« gree of the Iniquity : For it is out of a Reſpe& to our 
« Allies, and in Hope that ſecond and ſounder Thoughts 
„ may bring you to better Reaſon ; that we are engaged 
“ upon this Embaſly, and to ſpeak in this Aſſembly : We 
do but deſire to be ſincerely inform'd, upon what Motives, 
„ and with what Deſign, you have now raiſed this Altar. 
If you have done it out of any pious End, we have no 
© Quarrel to you; but if you are gone over to a falſe Wor- 
«« ſhip, it is for our God and our Religion, that we muſt 
draw our Swords againſt you. We ſpeak our Fears; for 
« we cannot think it credible yet, that a People ſo well 
« inſtructed in the Will, and in the Laws of God; our 
& Friends and Allies, that we have but juſt now parted with; 
% a People newly. eſtabliſhed in the Lot of a plentiful Poſ- 
* ſeflion, by God's ſpecial Grace and Providence: We can- 
« not, I fay, believe you to be ſo inſenſible and ungrateful, 
* as to abandon the holy Tabernacle, the Ark, the Altar, 
. © and the Worſhip of your Forefathers, to join with the 
& Canganites in the Adoration of their falſe Gods: Or if 
; | F unhappily 
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unhappily you ſhould have been ſo miſled, do but repent 
and diſclaim your Error, and return to that Reverence you 
owe to the Laws of God, and your Country, and you 
ſhall be yet received. But if you ſhall obſtinately perſiſt, 
there is no Labour or Danger that we ſhall think too great 
for the Defence of our Laws and Worſhip. If that be the 
Caſe, we muſt immediately break in upon you by Force 
of Arms, and put no Difference at all, betwixt Apo/tate 
Iſraelites, and profeſs'd Canaanites : But to deſtroy the one 
indifferently with the other. Do not perſuade yourſelves, 
that becauſe you are out of our Bounds, and a River be- 
twixt us, you are therefore out of the Reach of God's Power 
and Providence ; for you are upon his Ground wherever 
you are, and under his Juriſdiction. If you are not able to 
withſtand the Temptation of the Place you live in, take 
your Fortune in a new Diviſion of Lands, and quit the 
Country, let it be never fo fruitful. Be wiſe and tempe- 
rate in Time, and do not ſuffer yourſelves to be carry'd 
away with a Hankering after new Things. This we beg 
of yon, for the Sake of your Wives, and Children, and 
whatever elſe may be dear to you: Do not force us upon 
the Neceſlity of ſuch a War, as we tremble at the very 
Thought of: But it is at your Choice ſtill, whether you 
will rather ſubmit to be overcome by reaſonable Words, 
or to put the main Cauſe to the Dint of a Battle.“ 

When Phineas had made an end of Speaking, the Rulers 


of the Aſſembly, in the Name of themſelves, and of the 
whole Multitude, inſiſted much upon their common Juſtifi- 
cation, and returned Anſwer as follows. 
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We are not conſcions of having ever departed from 
your Alliance; neither are we, in any Sort, guilty of that 
Affectation of Novelty in the erecting of this Altar, which 
is now charged upon us. We know but one God; and 
that God is the God of all the Hebrews : And but one 
Altar, which is the brazen Altar before the Tabernacle. 
As for this Altar here, which, we are ſuſpected for, it 
was never intended for any religious Uſe, but only for 
a civil Memorial to future Times of our Fellowſhip and 
Alliance; and rather to keep us ſteady to our ancient 
Religion, then to be any ways introductive to the Viola- 


tion of it. We can ſafely appeal to God, that we had 


no ſuch Thought in the ſetting up of this Altar, as is im- 


puted to us: Wherefore pray have a better Opinion of 


your Brethren for the Future, then to think us guilty of ſo 
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e mortal an Apoſtacy from the Rites and Cuſtoms of our 
« Progenitors; a Sin not to be expiated, in any of the Sons 


* of Abraham, but with the Loſs of his Life.“ 


Phineas was overjoy'd at ſo firm and ſatisfactory a De- 
claration, and returning immediately to Zoſhua, gave him a 
particular. Account of every Thing, in the Hearing of the 
People; who were all infinitely pleaſed with the Reſult of 


this Embaſſy ; when they ſaw Things brought to ſo amicable 


a Concluſion, without any Danger of a civil War, or of 
Bloodſhed : Hereupon they ſacrificed, and gave God Thanks; 
after which, Joſhua diſmifs'd the Multitude to their ſeveral 
Homes, while he himſelf took up his abode in Sichem. 

* In the twentieth Year after this, Zo/hua being now ex- 
tremely Old, and quite out of Condition for publick Bus'- 
neſs, he call'd a General Aſſembly of the Heads of the Cities, 


the Elders, and Magiſtrates, and as many of the common 


People as could poſhbly be gotten together upon that Occa- 
ſion. At this Meeting, he made them a pious, and a perti- 
nent Diſcourſe, upon the Subject of God's infinite Mercies 
and Providences toward them: “ Setting forth, how he had 
« preſerv'd them in all their Calamities ; relieved them in 
< all their Wants and Diſtreſſes; and now advanced them 
© at laſt, out of the moſt deſpicable Condition of Ignominy, 
% Penury, and Oppreſſion, to the higheſt Degree of Reputa- 
„tion, and Plenty. He laid it as an Injunction upon them 
ce for the future, ſo to behave themſelves toward that God, 
© that they might not loſe his Favour ; minding them withal, 
& that they had no other Way of preſerving themſelves, then 
« by leading their Lives in the Fear and Love of that Al- 
& mighty Power, and in the Obſervance of his Command- 
% ments. He adjured them alſo, to take thoſe his laſt Words 
“and Counſels in good part; for he was now leaving the 


„ World, and could not end his Days better then in the 


« Diſcharge of that Duty.“ 

With theſe Words betwixt his Lips, he departed this Life, 
in the Hundred and tenth Year of his Age, having ſpent Forty 
of them under the Diſcipline of Moſes, and Twenty /ix Years 


more in the Adminiſtration, as his Succeſſor, after his Death. 


He was a Man of political Prudence, and endu'd alſo with 
a ſingular Felicity of popular Eloquence in expreſſing his 


Thoughts; brave, and indefatigable, in War; and no leſs 


juſt, and dextrous, in Peace; and in ſhort, a Perſon quali- 
fy'd for all great Purpoſes. He was bury'd in (a) Thamna, 
1 © a City 
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a City belonging to the Tribe of Ephraim. Eleazar the High- 
Prieſt dy'd alſo about the ſame Time: The Prieſthood de- 
ſcending by Succeſſion to his Son Phineas. His Sepulchre is 
at this Day to be ſeen in the City Gabatha. | 

After the Death of 7o/hua and Eleazar, the People con- 
ſulted Phineas about God's further Will and Pleaſure in the 
Proſecution of the War againſt the Canaanizes ; whoſe An- 
ſwer was, that they ſhould go on with it ; but that the ſo- 
vereign Command and Direction of it ſhould be committed 
to the Tribe of Judah; who engaging that of Simeon to their 
Aſſiſtance, undertook the War: Upon Condition, that af- 
ter a total Extirpation of the Canaanites out of the former 
Tribe, the other ſhould ſee the ſame Thing done in theirs 
too, according to that Example. 


CHAP It 


Adonibezec defeated, and taken Priſoner, Jeruſalem 
beſieg?d, Hebron taken, A diſmal. Story of a Levite 
and his Wife. A dreadful Civil War. | 


* FTTHE Canaanites were at this Time very ſtrong ; and 
Waiting with a great Army (a) near the City of Bezec, 
under the Command of Adonibezec, (that is to ſay, in He- 
brew, Lord of Bezec) to give the Iſraelites Battle. The Thing 
they moſt depended upon for Encouragement, and Hope of 
Succeſs, was the //aelites Diſappointment in the Loſs of 
their General ; but the two foreſaid Tribes, encountring them, 
after a glorious Combat, kill'd: ten Thouſand upon the Spot, 
and had the Chace of the reſt. Their Leader Adonibezec, 
they took Priſoner, and cut off his Fingers and Toes; where- 
in he acknowledged the juſt Judgment of God upon him, 
having formerly ſerved Seventy two Kings himſelt after the 
ſame Manner. They carry'd him off alive, with theſe Maims 
upon him, toward Feru/alem, where he dy'd, and-there they 
bury'd him: The Hraelites Roving up and down, after this, 
and Ravaging the Country; Taking alſo, and Deſtroying 
Town after Town, till in the End they laid Siege to Jeru- 
| falem 
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lem itſelf. They made themſelves Maſters of the lower 
own, putting all they found in it to the Sword ; but for 
the City itſelf, that ſtood above, what with artificial For. 
tifications, the Strength of the Walls, and the natural Site 
of the Place, it was fo ſtrong, that they were forc'd to quit 
it, and remove to Hebron, which they enter'd by Aſſault, 
and cut-off all before them, without giving any Quarter, 
There were found among the Slain, divers Bodies of the Race 
of the Giants, which for Bulk, Stature, and Countenance, 
were ſo much differing from the ordinary Appearance of 
other Men, that the very People that ſaw them, could hard- 
ly believe them to be of human ExtraQion ; for they had 
quite another Sort of Voice, and Aſpect ; and there are of 
their Bones expoſed for a kind of Prodigy, even to this Day, 
This Town being a Place of Conſideration, was given to the 
Levites, with two Thouſand Cubits of Ground about it; the 
remaining Part of the Territory belanging to it being given 
to Caleb by the Fore:appointment of Moſes. Now this Ca- 
leb was one of the Spies that had been formerly ſent by Mo- 
ſes for Diſcovery into the Land of Canaan. There was a 
Dividend given alſo to the Sons of Jethro, the Madianite, 
Moſes's Father-in-Law, who abandon'd their native Coun- 
try to join in the Expedition, and to bear their Part with 
the Adventurers in all the Difficulties and Hazards of the 
War, and of the Deſart. : - 
Theſe two Tribes took ſeveral of the Canaanite Cities upon 
the Mountains; and ſome others upon the Plain alſo, near 
the Sea, as Aſcalon, and Azotus : But for Gaza and Acaron, 
that lay in the flat Country, and were ſtrong in Chariots, 
which was a deſperate Way of Fighting ; theſe Cities made 
good their Defence, and ſcap'd better then many of their 
Neighbours. | | | | 
The two Enterprizing Tribes of Judab and Simeon, being 
now grown prodigiouſiy rich by the Spoil of the War, with- 
drew by Degrees to a private Retreat; laid down their Arms, 
and betook themſelves to the Arts and Bus'neſs of good Hufſ- 
bandry, and Peace. The Benjamites, to whoſe Lot Feru- 
alem fell, came to an Agreement with the Inhabitants, up- 
on a Compoſition, and ſo under the Protection of Tributa- 
ries, both Sides thought themſelves ſecure; the one from 
Violence, and the other from Sedition; and in this Proſpect 
of Tranquillity, they apply'd themſelves to the Cultivating 
of the Land under their Care. The ſame Thing was alſo 
e | done 
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done by other Tribes after the Example of the Benjamites, 
contenting themſelves upon the ſame Conditions of Taxes 
and Tributes, to let the Canaanites enjoy themſelves in 
Peace. | TE | 

The Tribe of Ephraim had been now a long while before 
Bethel, without making any great Advance toward the Ta- 
king of it, conſidering how much Time and Trouble the 
Siege had coſt them; for they made a very obſtinate De- 
fence on the one Side, and the Work was as reſolutely car- 
ry'd-on by the other: But it ſo fell out at laſt, that a Town(- 
man of the Place fell into the Hands of the Ephraimites, as 
he was conveying Proviſion into the City. They treated 
with him, and came in the End to an Agreement upon 
| Oath on both Sides; the Citizen to let them ſecretly into 
the Town, and the Ephraimites to fave him and his Friends, 
aud Relations, upon their Entring the City, which was per- 
formed on both Parts; the Ephraimites being introduc'd, 
and the Citizen and his Friends preſerv'd, but alt the reſt 
put to the Sword, the Ephraimites remaining now Maſters 
of the City. | 

The Hearts of the 1/-aelites began now to ſoften toward 
the People of Canaan, and inſtead of Extirpating them by 
the Proſecution of a War, they bethought themſelves rather 
how to make Advantage of their Labour, in Planting and 
Tillage, by the good Huſbandry of an induſtrious Peace: But 
their Hearts being ſet upon Wealth, and Pleaſure, they pre- 
ſently gave up themſelves to their Luſts and Appetites, with- 
out any Regard at all to God's Will and Worſhip, or to the 
Laws and Diſcipline of their Anceſtors. God, in his Wrath, 
for theſe Indignities gave them to underſtand that they had 
none of his Commiſſion for the {paring of the Canaanztes, and 
that it would not be long before they ſhould pay dear for that 
unſeaſonable Mercy, by Cruelties they ſhould ſuffer from the 
Canaanites themſelves ; they were ſtartled at this Revelation, 
but not enough yet to advance a War upon it ; Religion be- 
ing the leaſt Thing in their Thought ; and as to the Matter 
of any Military Exploit, their Luxury had quite unmann'd 
them ; beſide the Temptation of the great Advantage they 
made of the Canaanites Tribute and Labour. 2 

The Form of the Government was depraved ; the Autho- 
rity of the Elders ſlighted ; the Choice of the Senators, and 
other Magiſtrates, nothing ſo regular as formerly; but eve 
Man for his own priv Ends, and no Care. at all taken for 
the Publick. In the Courſe of this Diſſolution of Govern- 
ment and good Manners, there happen'd an Occaſion 3 2 

| ' we terrible 
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terrible Sedition, which ſoon after brake forth into a civil 
War, and the Caſe was this. | 


* There was within the Lot of Ephraim, a certain Levite, 


of an ordinary Extraction, that marry'd a Wife of the City 
of Bethlem, belonging to the Tribe of Zudah. She was won- 
derfully beautiful; and the Man had a paſſionate Tender- 
neſs for her; but to his great Affliction, ſhe made him little 
or no Return of his Kindneſs. This Diſagreement begat 
daily Diſputes and Wrangles, inſomuch that the Woman, 
under an Impatience of theſe Expoſtulations, went away 
from her Huſband in the fourth Month after they were mar- 
ry'd, to her own Parents. The Huſband, out of his infinite 
Affection, poſted after her, to her Father's Houſe, where he 
was received with all Hoſpitality and Affection, and Matters 
made up again betwixt him and his Wife, When he had 
been there preciſely four Days, he propoſed upon the Fifth 
to be going home again : But Friends were loth to part, and 
ſo they made it late before they ſet out; they went their way 
however, he, and his Wife together, with only one Servant, 
and an Aſs for the Woman to ride upon. When they had 
travelled a matter of thirty Furlongs, and being then not 
far from Jeruſalem, the Servant adviſed them to take up at a 
Lodging ſomewhere near hand, before it was too Jate, to a- 
void the Danger of Travelling in the Night; eſpecially in 
an Enemy's Country ; beſide that late Hours are ſuſpicious, 
even among Friends; but the Huſband had no mind to put 
himſelf among Strangers; and the City was at that Time in 


Poſſeſſion of the Canaanites : So that he choſe rather to ven- 


ture twenty Furlongs further, where he might lodge among 
his Friends and Allies. Travelling forward io Gabaa, a City 
belonging to the Tribe of Benjamin; it was ſo late, that he 
was at a Loſs for a Lodging. It happen'd however that an 
ancient Man of the Tribe of Ephraim, coming juſt at that 
Time out of the Country to a Houſe he had at (a) Gabaa, faw 
this Man, and aſk'd him what he was, and what made him 
abroad at ſo unſeaſonable an Hour. He told him that he 
was a Levite, and carrying his Wife home with him from 
her Father's, to his own Houſe, in the Lot of Ephraim. The 
old Man, for Tribe, and Relation-ſake, and likewiſe for the 
Sake of Hoſpitality itſelf, took the Levite along with him. 
Some young Men of the Town taking notice, it ſeems, of 
the Levite's Wife in the Street, for a very beautiful Woman, 
| | : "Y  rrac'd 
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trac'd her to the Houſe of this ancient Man; rapt at tile 
Door, and demanded the Woman, The People of the Houſe 4A 
were not able to make any conſiderable Oppoſition ; but the 
old Man ſpar'd for no Importunities to perſuade them to 
Moderation, and quietly to go their Ways, without offering 
any Violence, or Indignity to .his Gueſt, All the Anſwer 
they could get, was this; © Let him deliver up the Woman, 
« and he ſhall have no further Trouble.” The other pleaded 
the Relation of a Kinſwoman, the Wife of a Levite, and 
laid great Streſs upon the Hideouſneſs of ſo brutal an Out- 
rage, under ſo many tender Circumſtances, againſt all the 
Laws of Religion, Honour, Humanity, and common Juſtice. 
But the Gravity of theſe Reaſonings and Counſels ſerv'd only 
for Matter of Deriſion, with bloody Oaths in the Concluſion, 
that they would either have the Woman, or cut his Throat. 
When the good Man found himſelf brought to the laſt Ne- 1 
ceſſity, either of yielding, 2 he made them ii 
an Offer of his own Daughter in Exchange for that Stranger, f 
as the leſs Evil of the two; for this Way he did but ſa- 
crifice the Reputation of a private Family; whereas in 
violating the Rights of Hoſpitality, he ſhould have been 
guilty of an Affront upon the publick Faith of humane So- 
ciety. But Supplications, and Arguments, were to no man- 
ner of purpoſe with Men ſo peremptorily reſolved upon that 
Woman, and that no other ſhould content them. In this 
Heat, they took her away by Force, to their own Quarters, 
where they ſpent that whole Night in all Manner of beſtial 
Liberties, and then ſent her back again next Morning. She 
tell into ſuch a Confuſion of Thought upon her Return, for 
what had befallen her that Night, that betwixt Shame and In- 
dignation, it brake the very Heart of her. As to her Huſband's 
Part, ſhe look'd upon the Wound to be utterly incurable, 
and had not the Confidence, ſo much as to look him in the 
| Face after it; but as ſhe came near him, ſhe fell down upon 
| the Ground and died. Her Huſband took it at firſt, only 
h for an Oppreſſion of Wearineſs for Want of Sleep; or at the 
worſt, for ſome fainting Fit: And ſo he try'd to wake her, 
and bring her to herſelf again, by telling her for her Comfort, 
that this Violence had not at all derogated from the Dig» 
nity of her unſpotted Innocence, and Virtue, But all this 


3 came too late; for the Woman was dead; and the Levite : J 
. behaved himſelf with a wonderful Preſence and Conſtanex 4 
of Mind upon it, conſidering the Quality of ſo mortal a * 
R Surprize. He packed up the Body of his dead Wife ; laid 1 


it upon his Aſs, and carry'd it directly home with bim. 
15 555 On * Being _ 


Being come to his own Houſe, he divided the Body into 
twelve, Parts, to be diſtributed among the twelve Tribes, 
ſending every Tribe one of them. The ſeveral Bearers had 
their Inſtructions to acquaint the Tribes where they went, 
with the whole Hiſtory of this Villany; the Authors of it, 
and the barbarous Circumſtances of the Fact itſelf. They all 
agreed the Wickedneſs to be ſo far beyond Example, that 
the like was never ſeen or heard of before. The Horror, 
in ſhort, of this Action, tranſported them into ſuch a Rage, 
that they immediately gather'd together in Siloe before the 
Tabernacle, with a Reſolution, the firſt Thing they did, to 
aſſault Gabaa. The Elders, upon this, put a little Check to 
the firſt Heat, by telling them that © It would not do well 
Hand over Head thus to make a War upon their Allies, 
c without a ſtrict Enquiry firſt into the Merits of the Cauſe : 
A Thing, they ſaid, that the Laws and Practice of the 
& Iſraelites would not allow, even toward Strangers, without 
& {ome previous Embaſly, or Treaty to bring the Matter it- 
& ſelf, if poſſible, to ſome reaſonable Terms of Satisfaction, 
© or Compoſition. Wherefore the beſt Way would be, in 
, purſuance of this legal Method, to ſend to the Gibeonites to 
« demand the Criminals that committed this Infolence : In 
&« caſe they give them up, you may puniſh them; if they re- 
6 fuſe, you are then at Liberty to do yourſelves Right by 
« force of Arms. | 
Upon this Motion, they ſent to the Gibęonites to deliver up 
the profligate Malefactors that had committed this brutal 
Violence upon the Levzize's Wife, that Juſtice might be done 
upon them. They demanded thoſe individual Men, they 
ſaid; becauſe they would not involve the Publick in a par- 
ticular Cauſe, Upon the Reſult, the Gibeonites would not 
ive up the MalefaRors, nor did they think it honourable, 
bor fear of a War, to ſubmit to Rules of other Peoples pre- 
ſeribing. They wanted neither Courage, Skill, nor Num- 
© bers, they ſaid ; the whole Tribes declaring themſelves to 
be all of a Piece, and all of a Mind, © And reſolved to ſtand 
e by one another to the laſt Man in the Cauſe of a common 
© Defence. Oe 5 | | 5 
The Hraelites were fo diſguſted upon the Report of this 
Anſwer, that they preſently entered into an Oath not to 
Intermarry with the Tribe of Benjamin, and to carry on as 
fierce a War againſt the Benjamites, as ever their Forefathers 
did againſt the Canaanites. Upon this Occaſion, they took 
„5 the 
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the Field with an Army of 400000 fighting Men. The 
Strength of the Benjamites was 2 5600 in which Number there 
were 590 Left-handed Slingers, that were all excellent Markf- 
men. The two Armies fought near Gabaa ; where the 1/*a- 
clites were routed by the Benjamites with the Loſs of two and 
twenty Thouſand upon the Place, and the Slaughter had 
been much greater, if the Night had not parted them. The 
Iſraelites returning to the Body of their Army in a Confuſion, 
upon the Senſe of this Diſaſter, while the Benjamites went 
back again to the City in Triumph: It came to a ſecond 
Battle the next Day again, when the //-aelites loſt 18000 
Men more; and theſe two Diſaſters ſtruck them with ſuch a 
Terror, that they quitted their Camp, and removed a little 
way off to Bethel, where they ſpent the next Day in Faſting 
and Prayer; beſeeching Almighty God by the Mouth of Phi- 
eas the High-Prieſt, that he would be pleaſed, after the 
Judgment of two ſuch Overthrows, to put a ſtop to the 
Courſe of his high Diſpleaſure, and grant them Victory o- 
ver their Enemies. 

Their Prayers being heard, and a favourable Anſwer re- 
tarned to them by the ſame Prophet, they divided their Army 
into two Bodies ; one half they planted in certain Ambuſhes 
about the City, while the other ſtood drawn up in Readineſs 
to give the Enemy Battle. The 1/raelites, upon the firſt 
Charge, gave way, not that they were not able to ſtand the 
Shock ; but, in Truth, with a Deſign to draw the Benjamites 
further off from the Town: So that the Maelites, by little 
and little, loſt Ground, and ſtill as the one plied, the other, 
in Proportion, preſſed ſo much the harder upon them: Inſo- 
much, that the People of the Town looked upon it as a De- 
feat, rather than a Diſpute, and came trooping out young 
and old, without any doubt of a Victory, to put in for their 
Part of the Spoil. When the Benjamites were gotten far 
enough from home, and within reach of the Ambuſh, the 
Iſraelites faced about; rallied, and charged, giving the Sig- 
nal at the ſame Time to their Companions, to fall upon the 
Rear. This Surprize put the Benjamites into ſo deſperate a 
Strait, that they were forced to retire into a Bottom, where 
they were ſurrounded and deſtroyed like ſo many Beaſts in a 
Toyle: Only a ſelect Body of ſix Hundred reſolute Men cut 
their Way through the Middle of the Enemies Troops, up to 
a Mountain there at hand, where they poſted themſelves for 
the preſent, and ſo eſcaped. All the reſt periſhed, to the 
Number of about five and twenty Thouſand Men. The 
{fraclites, after this, burnt Gabaa, ſparing neither Men, Wo- 
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men, nor Male-Children, and they did the like too in ſeve- 
ral other of the Benjamites Cities. * Nay, ſo mortal was the 
Animoſity they had contracted in this Quarrel, that they 
ſent twelve Thouſand Men againſt (a) Jabes, a City of Gile- 
ad, who took the Town, and put all in it to the Sword, Men, 
Women, and Children, fave only four Hundred Virgins ; | 
and all this, barely for refuſing to join with the /raclites 
againſt the Benjamites. | 

This was the bloody Event of a Revenge, for the Abuſe of 
a Woman, upon a Punctilio of Honour in the Benjamites, to 
puſh the Cauſe on to a War, The Iſraelites were come now 
to bethink themſelves, and in ſome Degree to repent of the 
Calamities they had brought upon the Benfamites: That 
Tribe being in a Manner cut off from the main Body. Upon 
the whole Matter, they propoſed a Faſt, but not as conſcious 
of having done an unjuſt Thing in puniſhing a Breach of the 
Law. In this Tenderneſs of Thought, they ſent Commiſſio- 
ners to invite the ſix Hundred Men back apain, that were 
fled into the Mountains, where they found them upon a 
Rock called Rhoa, in the Defart. Theſe Miniſters condoled 
with them, not for their own Miſery alone, but for that of 
their Relations and Friends, adviſing them to hear their Lot 
like Men returning ro their Society, and as much as in them 
lay to prevent the utter Extermination of that Tribe, which 

would be the Conſequence of withdrawing themſelves from 
1 the Fellowſhip, Theſe Commiſſioners told them withal, that 
for their Lands and Cattle, every Thing ſhould be reſtored, 
and themſelves put in Poſſeſſion as before. Theſe Men could 
not but confeſs themſelves to have been in the wrong, and 
acknowledged the righteous Judgment of God in what they 
had ſuffered, and ſo returned to their Obedience, and to 
their Tribe, upon this Invitation. 

The next Queſtion was how to provide them Wives ; the 
Iſraelites having bound themſelves by an Oath before the 
War not to marry any of their Daughters into the Tribe of 
Benjamin, Some would have the Oath to be a Nullity, as 
being an Oath under a Kind of Force, and an Oath of Paſ- 

fon, without due Conſideration or Judgment. Others were 
of Opinion that the very Neceſſity diſcharged the Oath, and 
that it would not be pleaſing to God to hazard a whole Tribe 
\ rather than diſpenfe with ſuch an Obligation : Making Per- 


Jury without Malice to be no Sin: But the Elders would not 
endure 
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endure any Thought of Perjury, under what Cover or Coun- 
tenance ſoever. They had provided Wives already for four 
Hundred of the fix out of the Virgins that were taken at Ja- 


bes; and for the remaining two Hundred, one of the Sena- 


tors offer'd this Expedient, for the doing of the Bulineſs 
without ſtraining an Oath. 5 | 

Here is (/ays he) a cuſtomary Solemnity of a publick 
«© Feſtival that is celebrated thrice a Year in Siloe, and our 
«& Wives and Daughters are commonly Part of the Compa- 
© ny. Leave the Benjamites upon this Occaſion at Liberty 
66 to ſeize, and take to Wife as many of the Virgins as they 
« can catch, without your meddling in it either one Way or 
* other, for or againſt it. If the Fathers ſhall complain, 
and appeal for Juſtice, the Anſwer will be ſhort, that they 
«© ſhould have looked better to their Daughters then; and 
“that it is not good to exaſperate the 1/aelites againſt the 
«© Benjamites, as we have found by woful Experience alrea- 
“ dy.” Upon this Motion it was agreed, that the Benja- 
mites ſhould be connived at, in providing themſelves of 
Wives after this Manner by Force. The Solemnity being 

now at hand, the two Hundred Men that wanted Wives 

ay won themſelves about the Town in Vineyards, and other 
hiding Places, by Twos and Threes, and ſuch Numbers as 
they thought fit, to watch for the coming of the Virgins. 
The Benjamites took their Opportunity, as the Virgins came 
ſporting along, and ſtarted out among them; every Man 
ſeizing one for his Wife, and carrying her off to his Planta- 
tion, where they made it their Buſineſs, by Induſtry and 
good Huſbandry, to eſtabliſh themſelves happily in the 
World yet once again. By this Means, and by the Prudence 
of the 1/raelites, was the Tribe of Benjamin recover'd out of 
a hopeleſs Condition, and came ſoon after into a flouriſhing 
Eſtate, both for Wealth, People, and Power. 


This was the End of the Benjamites War, and the Affairs 


of Dan were not in a much better Poſture neither. The / 
_ raelites being now quite gone over from the Study and Pra- 
ctice of Arms, to the Country-Entertainments of Huſbandry 
and Tillage. The Canaanites made Advantage of this dan» 
gerous Change of Humour, and enter'd into a formed Con- 
ſpiracy againſt them ; (though with the greateſt Contempt 
imaginable) not for Fear of any Hurt they could do them at 
preſent, but in Hope of bringing them ſo low, that they 
ſhould never be able to give them any further Trouble for 
the Time to come, They made mighty Levies of Men 
| 13 ; and 
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had its Appellation. 


and Prov 


ons of Chariots ; trained up their People to mar- 
tial Diſcip 


ne; beſide, that they had already drawn over to 


them, 4/calon, and Accaran, from the Tribe of Fudah, and 


ſeveral Cities of the Plains: Infomuch that the Danites were 
forced up to the Mountain for Sanctuary, and not one Foot 
of Ground in the Champian that they could call their own. 
Their Circumſtances, briefly, were ſuch, that they were nei- 
ther ſtrong enough to do themſelves right by War, nor had 
they Land enough for their People to ſubſiſt upon in a State 
of Peace: Wherefore they fent five of their People into the 
Inland Countries to find out fome commodious Place of Re- 


' Fidence, where they might plant and ſettle. When theſe 


Commiſſioners had travelled a matter of a Day's Journey 
from the great Plain of Sidon, (and not far from Mount 


| Libanus, and the Head of the leſſer Jordan) they found them - 


felves in a fruitful and well-condition'd Country; and gave 
their Tribe an Account of their Opinion of the Place, who 
forthwith marched with their Army directly thither ; erecting 
a City there by the Name of Dan, ſo called from one of the 
Sons of Jacob of that Name, from whence the whole Tribe 
The Jraelites were at this Time ſo abandon'd to Sloth, 
and Luxury, and without any Regard to Religion or Buſineſs, 


that all their Affairs went to wrack upon it: The Govern- 


ment looſe, and out of frame; Men liv'd without any Reſtraint, 
either of Shame, or of Law; the Corruptions of the Canaan- 
tes reigning every where without Controul. 


— — — — GI 


CAT me 


Chuſarth ſubdues the Iſraelites, and keeps them eight 
| Tears in Subjedion, 


„% Mee . 


er general Defection was ſo provoking in the Sight of 
| God, that the 1/rael/ites being left to themſelves by a. 
total Diſſolution of Piety, Diſcipline, and good Manners, 
put a ſhort End to all the Hopes and Pretences of Happineſs, 
that with much Toil, and Induſtry, they had hes © long 


à raiſing. While they were in this abandon'd State of Looſe- 


neſs and Debauch, (a) Chu/arth, the King of the I Mrians made 
5 War 


Judges 3. (a) Scr. Chuftan riſhathaim King of Meſrpotamia. 


War upon them ; kill'd them a great many Men, in Battle ; 
ſciz'd their Towns; ſome by Force, others by Treaty, and 
laid heavy Taxes ages the. People : Plaguing them, in fine, 
with all Varieties of Indignities whatſoever. This was the 
wretched State they were in for eight Years ; after which 
Time, they were deliver'd out of the Hands of their Oppref- 
ſors in Manner as follows. 


— — 


— 


c HAP. Iv. | 
(a) Kenaz delivers the Iſraclites out of their Bondage. 


NT Here was one Kenaa, of the Tribe of Judah; a Man of 

Senſe, Buſineſs, and Courage. This Perſon, being a- 
nimated by a ſecret Impulſe from Heaven, to make ſome 
bold and generous Attempt, for the Relief of the Hebrews 
in this Extremity of their Diſtreſs, communicated the Pri- 
vacy to ſome few of his particular Friends, that he knew to 
be Men of Honour and Refolution, and likewiſe diffatisfied 
with the preſent State of Things, Upon concerting the 
Matter, they came to this Concluſion, That the. firſt Thing 
to be done toward the eaſing of the Hebrews, muſt be the 
Surprizal of the King's Guards, and cutting the Fhroats of 
the Garriſon. This was agreed upon, and accordingly ex- 
ecuted : And the Succeſs of this Exploit gave fuch a Repu- 


tation, and brought ſo many over to that Intereſt and Par- 


ty, that in a ſhort Time they gave the Miriam a fair Bat- 
tle ; routed, and beat them over the Euphrates, and confe- 
quently ſet the People at Liberty; who in Acknowledgment 
of the Obligation they had to Kenaz for their Deliverance, 
by the Means of his Bravery and Conduct, made him a Pre- 
ſent of the Government, which he accepted of, and when 
he had ruled them forty Years in the Quality of a Judge, he 
ended his Life in the fame Station. | of | 

* | I CHAP. 
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33 CHAP. v. 
The Iſraelites oppreſs'd by Eglon, and deliver'd by Ehud. 


D the Death of Xenaz, the 1/aclites were left once a- 
| gain without a Head; and then as they fell more and 
more off from their Duty to God, and the Laws, they were 


ſtill more and more expos'd to freſh and greater Afflictions. 


Their Converſation was ſuch, that Eglon himſelf, the King 
of the Moabites, had them in Contempt for their Want e- 
ven of Policy and Order ; and this very Conſideration en- 
courag'd him to make War upon them. In one Word, he 
worſted them upon ſeveral Encounters, and humbled them 
to that Degree, that he made them his Tributaries : After 
which, he remov'd his Court to Jericho, and for eighteen 
Years ſucceſſively, omitted nothing of Rigour or Oppreſſion, 
that might make the People miſerable, even to the Degree 


almoſt of ſtarving them. But it pleaſed God at laſt, in 
Compaſſion to their Sufferings, and in Mercy to their Pray- 


ers, to deliver them from the Tyranny of the Moabites, by 

this Means. | | | 
There was a certain young Man, that dwelt at Fericho ; 

the Son of Gera, of the Tribe of Benjamin, and his Name 


La) Ebud. He was a vigorous and a daring Man; of a ro- 


Þuſt Force of Body, and had both Hands at Command, if 
not the Left the better of the two. He was of a Make, in 


Kine, for any bold and hazardous Undertaking. This Ehud 


order'd the Matter ſo as to make himſelf familiarly known 
10 Eglon, by the Means of Preſents, and other Court-Offices; 


inſomuch that his particular Favour with the King had made 


him a great many Friends at Court. Being one Day to 
make the King a Preſent, the firſt Thing he did, was to 
gird a ſhort Ponyard to his Right-Side, and taking two Ser- 


_ vants along with him, to keep it under his Cloaths, out of 


Sight; and in this Manner of Addreſs he was admitted to 
the King. This was in the Heat of the Summer, and the 


Middle of the Day ; none of the Guards ſtirring, and moſt . 


People being retir'd to Dinner. When this young Man had 
made his Preſent ; the King being withdrawn into a cool 
Place of Refreſhment, Ehud deſir'd a Word in private with 
him: Whereupon the King ſent away his Seryants out 6 


9 W 


(o) laden Joſ. 5 


* 


— 
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the Preſence, being himſelf ſeated upon his Throne. Ehud 
was all this while in Pain, for Fear of miſting his Aim when 
he came to do the Execution. So that to give the King Oc- 
caſion to riſe, that he-might have the fairer Mark at him, 
he told him that he had ſomewhar to ſay to him from God 
Almighty, about a certain Dream of his. The King had a 
Kind of impatient Curioſity upon him, to hear what it was, 
and ſo ſtanding up to hearken to it, Ehud in that very In- 
ſtant plung'd a Dagger into his Heart, and forthwith went 
his way, ſhutting the Doors after him, and leaving the Dag- 
ger in the Wound, The Waiters were ſtill and filent, all 
this while, for Fear of waking the King, who they ſuppoſed 
might be aſleep. $45 | 

Ehud went away upon this directly to Jeraſalem where 
he put it about in private, that he kill'd the King, in Order 
to the ſetting the People at Liberty. The News was ſo 
welcome to them, that they ſent their Trumpets immediate- 
ly upon it all over the whole Country; This being their Way 
of calling the People together. It was a long Time before 
the Court knew any Thing of the Matter ; but toward Even- 
ing ſome of the King's Servants took up upon an' Apprehen- 
fion of ſome Accident more than ordinary ; and upon en- 
tring the Bed-Chamber, there lay the King dead, which was 
ſo ſurpriſing a Spectacle, that ir ſtruck them all dumb and 
ſenſeleſs. The Guards were preſently ſent for; but the //- 
raelites, in great Bodies, brake in upon the Palace, before 
they could be drawn together. Some they kill'd in the firſt 
Heat ; others, to the Number of ten Thouſand, made awa 
to the River, toward the Country of Meab,; but the 1/rael- 
ites having prepoſſeſſed themſelves of all the Fords and Paſ- 
ſes, intercepted them in their Flight; fo that they were 
wholly cut off, without ſo much as one Man of them getting 
over. By this Means the Hebrews ſhook off the Yoke of the 
Moabites; and Ehud, for an Acknowledgment, had the Ho- 
nour of the Government conferr'd upon him by the People; 
and at the End of eighty Years Adminiſtraticn, there he died. 
He was a Perſon that over and above the Merit of this gene- 
rous Exploit, deſerv'd upon ſeveral other Accounts to have 
his Name and Memory celebrated to Poſterity. (a) Sham- 
gar the Son of Anath ſucceeded him, who dicd within the 
firſt Year of his Government. | 
CH A P. 
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CHAT. YL 


| The Iſtaelites paſs from one Slavery to another, and are 
deliver'd in the Concluſion by Deborah and Barak. 


THE Vraelites, that went Headlong forward from Ini. 

quity to Iniquity, and conſequently from one Cala- 
mity to another, would not be yet brought to underſtand, 

that the Hand of God was in all this, for their Contumacy 
and Diſobedience to the Laws and Commandments, both of 
God and Man. Inſomuch, that before they were well quit 
of one Slavery, they fell into another; as upon this Revo- 
lution, they only exchang'd the Tyranny of Eglon, the King 
of the Moabites, for that of Jabin, King of the Canaanites, 
who was their next Maſter. This Jabin kept his Court at 4. 
Zor, upon the Lake (a) Samachonitis, having an Army in Pay 
of () 300000 Foot, 10000 Horſe, and 3000 Chariots, under 
the Command of (c) Siſera, a great Favourite of the King's for 
the Services he had done in reducing the //raelites, whom he 
worſted upon ſeveral Encounters from Time to Time, and 
would never give over the Purſuit, till he brought them at 
laſt to be abſolute Slaves, and Tributaries to his Maſter, 
When they had languiſhed out a Matter of twenty Years 
in this ſcandalous Servitude, without daring ſo much as to 
open their Mouths againſt their Oppreſſors, and without be- 
ing one Jot the wiſer for their Experience; (God in his Pro- 
vidence having thought fit alſo to continue theſe Judgments 
upon them for their Impiety and Ingratitude) they came at 


laſt by a Kind of Neceſſity, to ſome Sort of Repentance, and 


to a Conviction, that theſe Miſeries had befallen them as a 
juſt Puniſhment for their Contempt of the Laws of their Fore- 
fathers, In this Fit of Contrition, they went to a.-famous 
Propheteſs, one Deborah, (in Hebrew a Bee) deſiring her 
Interceſſion on their Behalf, that God would be pleaſed in 
Mercy to forgive them, and reſcue them out of the Hands 
of their cruel Perſecutors. At her Mediation, God was pre- 
vail'd upon to promiſe them a Deliverance, and made Choice 
of Barak, of the Tribe of Nephtali, for the Inſtrument, as 
General of the Army, that was to do the Work. So Debo- 
EEE, | . rah 
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ON. Judges 4. (a) Al. Semechonitis. © 
(5) See Bechart's Hierozoic. Part 1. I. 2. c. 9. p. 156. Edit. Lond. 
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rah ſent for Barak, (which Word in Hebrew ſignifies Light- 
aing) and order'd him to draw out a Body of 10000 choice 
Men, and march directly with them toward the Enemy; 
the Propheteſs never heeding the Number, ſo long as Pro- 
vidence had undertaken for the Succeſs. Barak expoſtulat- 
ed the Matter with Deborah, flatly refuſing to meddle with 
the Command, unlefs ſhe herſelf would go along with him. 
„Well! (/ays Deborah, in a ſcoſfing Way of Diſguſt) and 
ce are not you a doughty Captain now, to turn over the Ho- 
«© nour of a Command to a Woman, when God has given 
« it to yourſelf ? But however, ſays ſhe, I am content to 
c make one.” So they drew out their Number, and pitch'd 
their Tents upon (a) Mount Tabor, Siſera, by the King's Or- 
der, marching out to meet them. The two Armies lay en- 
camped one within Sight of another; but the /aelites were 
ſtruck with ſuch a Terror at the infinite Odds of the Enemy 
in Number, that boih General and Soldiers were once upon 
the very Point of ſhifting for themſelves, without fo much 
as ſtriking a Blow : But upon Deborah's Aſſurance that it 
was the Cauſe of God; and that he himſelf would aſſiſt, and 
bring them off, they were prevail'd upon to ſtand the Shock 
of a Battle. The Armies were no ſooner engag'd, but there 
aroſe a violent Wind, with a moſt impetuous Tempeſt of 
Rain and Hail along with it: This Storm driving juſt in the 
Face of the Canaanites, made their Bows and their Slings 


uſeleſs to them, and ſo for other Weapons for a cloſe Fight; 


for they could not ſo much as open their Eyes againſt the 
Weather, and their Fingers were {o numb'd with Cold too, 


that they could not handle their Arms. Now the //raelites, 


with this Tempeſt at their Backs, had all Advantages on the 
one Hand, without the Inconveniencies on the other ; be- 
ſide the Encouragements given them by ſo ſignal a Mani- 


feſtation of God's eſpouſing their Cauſe. It came to this in 


the Concluſion, that the Canaanites Army was broken, diſ- 


pers'd, and cut to Pieces: So that betwixt thoſe that fell by 


= 


the Sword; thoſe that were trampled to Death under the 


Horſes Feet; thoſe that were torn to Pieces by the Chariots, 


and thoſe that fled away, and fell into the Hands of the = 5 


raelites in their Flight; this prodigious Army was in Effect 


totally deſtroy'd, ' Siſera, finding the Day irrecoverably loſt, 


and his Men flying every-where before the Enemy, he leap'd 


from his Chariot, and betook himſelf to the Houſe of one 


Jael à Kenite, for Sanctuary; who receiv'd him with a 


3 —— — 


(a) Pros Alaburioo too orei. 


Coun- 
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Countenance of Readineſs to do him a good Office. Si/erg 
was quite ſpent with the Toil and Fatigue of the Day, and 
calling for ſomewhat to drink, Jael brought him a Draught 
of ſour Milk; which he took down very heartily, and ſo 
fell aſleep. When Fae! found that ſhe had him faſt and 
- fare, ſhe took a Hammer with an Iron Nail, and drove it 
into his Temples, ſhewing him for a Spectacle to the rael. , 
#tes that came to look after him, where ſhe had pinn'd him 
to the Ground. This made good Deborah's Prelage, when th 
ſhe told Barak that a Woman ſhould have the Honour of a ſ ,, 
Title to the Victory. Barak was now march'd with the Ar- ... 
my toward Azor, where he encounter'd Jabin by the Way, x. 
and flew him. The King being kill'd, Barak laid the City 


level with the Ground, and afterward govern'd {rae for x * 
Matter of forty Years. T7 
| | be 
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The Midianites, with the Amalekites and Arabians, o. * 
5  ver-run the Iſraelites, | ” 

* Eborah and Barak died much about a Time, and it 8 
was not long after, when the Midianites enter'd in- th 

to an Aſſociation with the Amalekites and the Arabians a- q 


gainſt the //raelztes, march'd with an Army againſt them, d 
fought, and overcame them; deſtroying the Fruits of the 
Ground, and carrying away their Cattle with a great Booty. f 

At this Rate they order'd them ſeven full Years together; : 
forcing them from the Plains to the Mountains for Refuge, W 
where they digg'd themſelves Vaults and Caves, partly for . 
the Security of their Perſons, and partly for the Conceal-  .. 
ment of what Stores and Proviſions they were able to ſave 
from the Hands of the Enemy. Now the Midianites were 44 
well enough content to let the Vuelites till the Ground in 4 
the Winter, when they themſelves were ſure to reap the W 
Fruits of their Labours in the following Summer. By theſe ſÞ .. 
Means the /aelites were brought to a Morſel of Bread, and. 
no Hope of Relief left than in this their ſtarving Extremi- i .. 
ty, but Prayers and Supplications, which were {till their laſt MY. ,, 
_ Refuge. | | ' 

; | CHAP 
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CHAP. VIII. 


ſo Gideon reſcues the Iſtaelites out of the Hand of the 
ad _ Midianttes, 


he @ 7 happened one Time, that as Gideon the (a) Son of 
Feas, and a leading Man in the Tribe of Manaſſes, was | 
* thraſhing a little Corn by Stealth, at a Wine -Preſs, which he | 
* WF durſt not venture to do in a publick Place for Fear of Diſco- # 
very; there appeared a Viſion to him in the Figure of a 4 
'» WM Young Man that greeted him as a happy Perſon, and exceed- I 
) ingly in God's Favour. © One would hardly think ſo, /ays | 
"8 © Gideon, of a Man under my Circumſtances, that is fain to 
* make à Preſs to do the Office of a Floor.” The Apparition 
bad him have a good Heart; and immediately ſet his Thoughts | 
to work how he might deliver his Country. © Alas! fays 
« Gideon, it is impoſſible for me to do any Thing toward it: 
« We have not Men enough in our Tribe for ſuch an At- 
% tempt; neither am I a Perſon of Practice and Experience 
© enough, to menage ſuch a Defign.” The Apparition made 
him anſwer that whatever he fell ſhort in, God would ſup- 
ply ; and that if he would but frankly take upon him x 
Command of a Body of Men, the Vaelites ſhould gain a Vi- 
a fory under his Conduct. Gideon communicated this Affair, 
with all the Circumſtances, to ſome Young Men of his Ac- 
guaintance, who aſcribed ſo much to the Authority and Cre- 
dit of this Revelation, that they had preſently an Army of 
ten Thonſand choice Men in Readineſs to run any Hazard 
for the Common Cauſe, 
i While this was in Agitation, the Voice of God ſpake to 
' WM Gideon again in a Dream, in Words to this Effect.“ It is 
but natural for Fleſh and Blood to over-ween, and for 
Men to value themſelves, upon the Providential Opera- %p 
« tions of an Almighty Power as the Effects of their own 
“Force and Wiſdom ; eſpecially when the Work may ſeem 
(co be brought about purely by the Mediation of common 
| © Cauſes, But to ſhew you now (/ays the Voice) that Vi- 
“ ory is influenced from above, and that the Arm of Fleſh 
is not able to do any Thing without a Divine Aſſiſtance: 
* Take your Army to the River Jordan, in the parching 
« Heat of the Sun at Mid-day, and make your Obſervations 
| 5 | % upon 
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F 
ee upon the Manner of the Soldiers Drinking. Thoſe that ly © 
sc down upon the Bank, and compole themſelves to drink at 1 
” dire you may depend upon to be for your Purpoſe, and = © 
4 Men o I 


Courage ; but for them that take their Drink in a 
« hurry, and with Diſtraction, they have the Fear of an E- Iſl * 
ce nemy in their Heads, and there's no truſting to them.” || 


Gideon did as he was order'd, and found but bare three Hun- I. 


dred of the former Sort in the whole Army, that drank out f 
of the Hollow of their Hands, without ſtaring about them, 
With this Pittance of three Hundred Men, God command- 
ed Gideon to attack the Enemy in the Night ; to which End 
be poſted himſelf upon the Side of the River, the Day be- 
fore the Exploit was to be put in Execution, and not with- 
out great Apprehenſions what might be the Iſſue of that En- 
terprize. The Voice, upon this Diffidence, bad him take 
2 Soldier with him, and ſteal over that Night to the Camp 
of the Midianites, where he ſhould learn ſomewhat that 


ſhould put him in Heart again. He went as be was bid, n 
and taking his own Servant Phuran along with him, they - 


crept up to one of the Enemy's Tents (where they were yet 
Waking) and there overheard a Soldier telling his Comerade 
of a ſtrange Dream he had. © Methought, /ays he, I ſaw a E 
< Barley Loaf (the coarſeſt of all Grains and not fit for a 
& Man to eat) come tumbling into the Camp, where it over- 
& ran all the Tents that ſtood in the Way; the King's Tent P 


66“ in the firſt Place, and ſo the reſt indifferently one after a- K 
« nother. Well! Says this Dreamer's Fellou-Soldier, and d 
« what can this over- turning of all the Tents ſignifie but the 8 
ec total Deſtruction of our Army? Barley is, as you ſay, the C 
* coarſeſt of Grains; and ſo are the raelites the vileſt, and 
« the moſt abject of all the People in Aſia. Gideon is now in I © 
« the Head of an Army againſt us, and I am afraid that the d 
* Barley Loaf overthrowing our Tents, will be expounded R 
«© by Gideon's over-running us with his Maelite-Army.“ Upon a 
the good Omen of this Dream, Gideon returned preſently to ** 
his People full of Hope and Comfort, at the Preſage, and L 
his Men were no leſs animated upon the Hearing of it; 3 


for they put themſelves immediately in Readineſs for the 


Word of Command, toward any hazardous Adventure 80 
* whatſoever. fe 
About the fourth Watch, Gideon advanced toward the Ii ©" 
Enemy with his little Army in three Diviſions, a Hundred 5 


Men in each, and every Man carrying an empty Fitcher with 
a burning Lamp in it, to the end that they might fall upon 
them at unawares before they could be diſcover'd : And they 

RT carry'd 


£ 
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carry'd likewiſe in their Right - hands, Rams-Horns that ſer- 
4 ved them for Trumpets. The Enemy had ſuch a Multitude 
1 | of Camels, and ſo many ſeveral Nations in their diſtin& 
| | Lodgments, that the Camp mult needs take up a huge Con- 
tent of Ground, but ſtill one common Line encloſing the 
» whole. Upon the Hebrews Approach toward the Enemy, 
it was given them in Command, that upon the Signal of 
+ | ſounding Trumpets, and breaking Pitchers, they ſhould 
make a Sally with Shouts, and their Lamps in their Hands, 
as to an'aſſured Victory, by the Bleſſing of God upon Gideon. 
They acted according to their Order, and by this Stratagem, - 


they were ſtruck with ſo judicial a Conſternation, betwixt 
leeping and waking, (the Horror of the Night aſſiſting the 
Imagination too) that being in the Dark, in a Medley of ſe- 
veral Languages, and under a Terror that knows no Diffe- 
rence betwixt Friend and Foe, they fell foul in the Confu- 
4 ſion, upon one another; every Man taking him that was 
next him for an Enemy. There was, in fine, a prodigious 
y Slaughter ; but the greateſt Execution incomparably was 
done by them one upon another. 
+ So ſoon as the Fame of this notable Defeat came to the 
Ears of the reſt of the //raelites, they preſently ſent out arm- 
ed Troops to all the difficult Paſſes upon the Mountains, Ri- 
vers, and Torrents, to obſtruct, and cut of their Retreat, 
+ putting all to the Sword they could lay hand on, and two 
Kings, Oreb, and Zeb among the reſt. But for the Remain- 
d der, to the Number of ſome 18000 Men, that had made 2 
Shift to get off in a Body under the Command of their proper 
Officers; thoſe Troops poſted themſelves as far from the V 
q 7aclites Camp as they could. Gidecn's Troops had been ex- 
tremely haraſs'd in the late Action, but this did not yet hin- 
der him from preſſing this Party of the Enemy upon the 
4 Rear, and engaging them ſoon after with his whole Army. 
In this Encounter, he put them to an abſolute Rout ; deſtroy- 
» | ing the whole Body of them to a Man, and taking their two 
à Leaders, the Princes, (a) Zebin, and Hezarbon, Priſoners. 
| There were ſlain of the Midianites and their Aſſociates, in 
theſe Encounters, near 120000. Men; to ſay nothing of the 


0 Booty in Gold, Silver, rich Stufts, Camels, Aſies, &c. that 
| fell to the Hebrews. When Gideon came afterward into his 
« on Native Country of Ephraim, he put to Death the two 
4 Kings of the Midianites above-mentioned : But the Tribe of 


h Ephraim, out of an Envy to the Glory of his Ac— 1 
| | | A | 1 
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had a great mind to pick a Quarrel with him for engaging 
in a publick Act of Hoſtility, being a Member of that Tribe, 
without their Privity and Conſent : Inſomuch that they were 
juſt upon the Point of making War _ him. But Gideon, 
that was a Man of Modeſty, and Prudence, as well as Bravery, 
diverted the Storm by telling them that this was God's War, 
and not Gideon's; for what he did he was commanded to do; 
and thaF the Honour of the Victory was theirs ſtill, though 
the labouring Part of the Action fell by Providence to his 
Lot. The Softneſs and Diſcretion of theſe Words was more 
worth to the Hebrews then the Defeat ; for it prevented the 
great Miſchief of a Civil War, which was then ready to 
break out. But this invidious ſpiteful Cavil coſt them dear 
in the Concluſion, as we ſhall ſee hercafter in its proper 
Place. 

When Gideon had fet his Country at Liberty, he would 
fain have diſcharged himſelf of his Commiſſion ; but the 
People were ſo unanimouſly reſolved not to part with him, 
that he was forced to continue it ; which he did for the Space 
of forty Years ; exerciſing all the Parts of a careful Ruler 
over them ; in preſcribing Laws ; adminiſtring Juſtice ; de- 
ciding Controverſies, and doing Right betwixt Man and 
Man ; acquitting himſelf upon the whole, with the Chara- 
cter of this Reputation, that no Man ever complained of, or 
appealed from his Sentence. He lived to a great Age, and 
was buried in his own Country at Zphraim. | 


CHAP, 1X 


The Tyranny and Death of Abimelech. Iſrael en/laved 
by the Ammonites and Philiſtines. Jephtha ſets them 
ree; Overthrows the Ephraimites; and after the 
| 8 of Jothan, Apſan, Elon, and Abdon govern 
Hracl. | „ 


En Gen had ſeventy Legitimate Sons by ſeveral Women; 
F and by Druma, his Concubine, one Natural Son, whoſe 
Name was Abimelech. This Abimelech, after the Death of 
bis Father, went to Sichem, to the Relations of his Mother, 
who was born there. They ſupplied him with Money ; and 
6: Abimglech 
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Abimelech finding them 'to be Men for his Turn, and lewd 
and deſperate enough to adventure upon any Thing let it be 
never ſo hazardous or wicked, he went ſtraight back again 
to his Father's Houſe, and took a Cabal of theſe ſwaggering 
Campanions along with him. His firſt Exploit there was to 
murder all his Brothers, ſave only Fothan, who ſlipt out of 


the Way, ſo that they could not find him. When Abimelech 


had once by this Means poſſeſſed himſelf of the Government, 
he knew no other Law then that of his own Will and Plea- 
ſure, profeſſing an open Enmity to Juſtice itſelf, and all its 
Abettors ; neither was he himſelf leſs hateful to all good Men 
then they were to him. | 

It happened one Time, upon a great Day of Solemnity in 
Sichem, and a World of People gathered together there, that 
Fethan, who had made an Eſcape, as we ſaid, upon this Fe- 


| ſtival, was got up to the Top of the Mountain Garizim that 
_ overlooks Sichem: And thence called out aloud to the Mul- 


titude, deſiring only their Patience for a few Words he had 
to ſay. They put themſelves preſently into a Poſture of At- 
tention ; and the Speech was this. | | 

„There was a Time, /ays he, when the Trees had their 
«© Meetings and Conferences, and talked after the Manner of 
«© Men. In thoſe Days, and in a great Council, upon the 
Subject of who ſhould Command, the Major Part of the 
« Plants made their Addreſs to the Fig-Tree, to take care of 
«© the Government; but the Fig-Tree modeſtly declined the 
« Honour, as being amply ſatisfied with the Eſteem it had 
in the World for the Fruit it bare, ſaying alſo, that it had 
© no Ambition to be greater, or other then it was. The 
„Trees, after this Refuſal, made the ſame Requeſt to the 
« Olive-Tree, and to the Vine, and they both agreed in re- 


| © turning the very ſame Anſwer. They went next to the 


© Bramble, with the ſame Propoſals, being an excellent Sort 
« of Fuel. Well! ſays the Bramble, if you are in earneſt}, 
«© I'll take the Government upon me; but then you muſt re- 
© ſolve to reſt quietly under my Shadow; for if you offer 
to be unruly, there ſhall come a Fire out of me that ſhall 


| © deſtroy you. This is no Tale told, ſays Fothan, to make 


you merry, but to move you to bethink yourſelves what 
* you are now a-doing ; that after ſo many ſacred Obliga- 
tions to Gideon, can yet ſuffer Abimelech, the Murderer, of 
* the Children of your Deliverer, to Uſurp, and Reign over 
„you. This Abimelech is the very Fire in the Fable I have 


told you.” ad 
| Z | Upon 
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Upon theſe Words he withdrew, and was forced, for three 
Years after, to lie ſkulking up and down the Mountains, and 
keep out of the Way of Abimelech's Rage and Revenge. The 
Sichemites came however in a ſhort Time to be ſenſible of the 
Wickedneſs of that horrid Barbarity upon the Sons of Gide- 
on, and fo forced Abimelech out of the City, and Tribe; who 
upon this Indignity fet his Wits at work how to be even 

with them. | j | | 
The Seaſon of the Vintage was now at hand, and the Peo- 
ple durſt not venture out of Town to gather the Grapes, for 
Fear of ſome Surprize or Affront from Abimelech. There hap- 
pened to come to Sichem, juſt at that Time, a certain Prince 
of the Country, whoſe Name was (a) Gaal, with a Band of 
Soldiers, and ſeveral of his Relations. The Townſmen pe— 
titioned him for a Guard, only to ſecure them during the 
Time of the Vintage, and he allowed it them. They entered 
upon the Work and brought off their Grapes, at firſt freely 
enough, and without Interruption, laſhing out againſt Abi- 
melech, in the Liberty of their Cups, the bittereſt Things that 
could be thought of; and cutting off ſeveral of his Men that 
fell into their Ambuſhes. While Matters were in this State, 
Zebul, one of the Chief of the Sichemites, and Abimelech's 
Hoſt, gave him Intelligence by an Expreſs, how buſie Gaal 
was to irritate the People againſt him»; But, ſays he, if 
*« you can but diſpoſe of an Ambuſh in ſome convenient 
& Place near the City, I will undertake to put Gaal into your 
& Power to requite him as he deſerves : Beſide, that when all 
& this is done, I will become anſwerable to ſettle a fair Un- 
& derſtanding betwixt you and the People.” Abimelech fol- 
lowed Zebul's Advice, and planted his Ambuſh ; Gaal un- 
warily ſtaying longer in the Suburbs with Zebul then he ſhould 
have done; ſome of 4bimelech's Troops being by this Time 
' within Sight of the Town, Gaal called out to Zebul, that the 
Enemy was there upon their March. “ No, no, ſays Zebul ; 
. & That's only the Shadow of the Mountains.“ Well! but 
& I tell you again, ſays Gaal upon their coming nearer, that 
© they are Bands of Men and not Shadows.” ©Nay, favs 
& Zebul again, and if it be as you ſay, how comes it that 
* you, who will have Abimelech to be a Coward do not now 
prove yourſelf to be the braver Man of the two, and go 
cout and fight him ? ” Gaal preſently advanced toward the 
Enemy (though in ſome little Diſorder) and received the firſt 
Shock: But finding himſelf too weak, and having loſt ſeve- 
| ral 
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ral of his Men he fled into the Town. Zebul laid hold of 
this Occaſion to calumniate Gaal with Cowardice, and ſo got 
him expelled the City. Abimelech, in the mean Time, being 
informed from very good Hands that the Sichemites would yet 
go on with the gathering of their Vintage, had ſeveral Am- 
buſcades in Readineſs to ſurprize them. And accordingly, up- 
on their firſt coming out, he ſent a third Part of his Army to 
take Poſſeſſion of the City-Gates, and by that Means, to cut 
off the Retreat of thoſe that were out of the Town ; who 
were ſo hard preſſed and ſcattered up and down, that there 
was a very great Slaughter made upon the Purſuit. The City 
itſelf in this Interim, being taken upon the firſt Aſſault; le- 
velled with the Earth, and finally ſowed with Salt, as the 
laſt Inſult of a triumphing Enemy. This was the End of 
this miſerable Place, and People. There were yet remain- 
ing conſiderable Numbers of Straglers and Fugitives, that 
had hitherto ſcaped the Edge of the Sword, and theſe gather- 
ed themſelves into a Body, flying to a Rock for Sanctuary. 
The Place was naturally ſtrong, beſide that they order'd the 
running up ofa Wall about it, to make it impregnable. This 
they deſigned for a Retreat of Refuge; but Abimelech was up- 
on them with his Army before they could fortifie it, and ſur- 
rounding it with a mighty Pile of dry Wood, and Faggots, 
they ſet Fire to it; fo that Men, Women, and Children were 
all burnt to Aſhes, without ſo much as one Creature eſca- 
ping. The calamitous Fate of this wretched People would 
have deſerved Compaſſion, if it had not been a juſt Judgment 
upon them for their brutal Ingratitude to a Perſon that had 
deſerved fo highly well at their Hands. 

This Cruelty of Abimelech to the Sichemites was fo far in- 
ſtructive, and exemplary to the Maelites, as to ſhew them 
what they were to truſt to, if ever it ſhould be their Lot to 
fall into the ſame Hands: The Ulurper being reſolved never 
to be quiet till he ſhould have brought all to a thorough De- 
vaſtation. | | | 

It was not long after this, when he marched with his Ar- 
my againſt Thebes, where he took the Out-Town by Aſſault, 
but the Garriſon made their Retreat into a ſtrong Caſtle be- 
longing to it; Abimelech puſhing the Attack up to the very 
Gates, with a Reſolution, either to force, or to put Fire to it. 

| As he was gotten juſt under the Wall, a Woman from above 
dropt heavy Piece of a Mill-ſtone upon the Head of him, 
that ſtruck him to the Ground. Upon coming a little to his 
Senſes, and finding that the Wound was mortal, he called 
for his Armour-Bearer, and bad him kill him „ 
& 2 . that 
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that it might not be ſaid 4bimelech fell by the Hand of a 
Woman. The Officer did according to his Order; fo that 
Abimelech paid dear for his inbumane Outrages againſt his 
Brothers, and the Sichemites, as Fothan had foretold he ſhould. 
Upon Abimelech's Death, the 'Army ditbanded, and every 
Man went to his own Home. | | 

*The Government of //rael, after this fell to Jair, a Gi. 
leadite, of the Tribe of Manaſſes : A Man every way happy, 
but moſt of all in the Bleſſing of a numerous, and a virtuous 
Iſſue. He was the Father of thirty Sons; good and brave 
Men every one of them, and of eminent Authority and Re- 
putation in their Country. He lived two and twenty Years 
in this Poſt; died Ancient, and his Body was interred at Ca- 
mon, a City in Gilead. 

The Hebrews were by this Time exceedingly degenerated in 
their Manners and Religion ; for they had neither moral Ho- 
neſty, nor a Senſe of civil Obedience, Religion, Law, or 
common Juſtice left them. The Ammonites and the Philiſtines 
having them in Contempt upon this Account, made ſuch 
Advantage of their Weakneſs, that they brake into their 
Country with a huge Army, and laid it wafte : And not con- 
tenting themſelves to ſpoil, haraſs, and take Poſſeſſion of 
all beyond Jordan, they were preparing alſo to croſs the Ri- 
ver, and make a thorough Conqueſt of it on both Sides. 

+ Theſe Afflictions brought the aelites to their Prayers, 
and Sacrifices again; which they ſtill made uſe of as the laſt 
Reſort they had upon all their Miſdoings. By theſe Sup- 
plications, and penitent Addreſſes, God was however prevail- 
ed upon for a Grant, and Promiſe of Mercy and Relief. The 
Ammoinites being now entered with an Army into the Coun- 
try of Gilead, the Inhabitants put themſelves in Arms with a 
Reſolution to oppoſe them : But wanting a Head, there was 
one Fephthah propoſed; a Perſon in high Efteem with the Peo- 
ple for Conduct and Valour, both upon his Father's Account, 
and his own, for he had at that Time a conſiderable Army 
of his own that he kept in Pay. Upon theſe Conſiderations 
they applied themſelves to him by Conſent, with the preſent 
State of their Caſe, and an humble Deſire that he would be 
pleaſed to join Forces with them; and accept of a Commiſ- 
Gon from them as General for his Life, of the whole Army. 
Fephthah ſtood off at firſt, not without ſome Admiration, that 
they ſhould come to him for Help, now when they themſelves 
were in Diſtreſs, that had formerly left him in the Lurch fo 
| | | | | meanly 
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meanly when he ſtood in need of them; and was withal fo 
manifeſtly wronged by his Brothers. I was, ſays he, the 
Son of a firange Woman, you told me, that came into 
« the Family you knew not how, and you would have no- 
« thing to do with me. Upon this Pretence was I driven 
& out from among you, and forced into the Land of Gilead, 
« where I have continu'd ever ſince, liſting all People that 
« offer'd themſelves to my Service, and in ſuch a Condition 
« as you now find me.” The MHaelites would not take this 
for an Anſwer ; but went preſſing him on {till with fur- 
ther Importunities and Profeſſions, till at laſt he was 
wrought upon to eſpouſe their Cauſe, and to take Charge 
of the Army, upon their Oaths of Fidelity to him as their 
General. FE 
Upon this Agreement, the two Bodies were immediately 
incorporated, and ſo ſoon as ever Fephthah had given the ne- 
ceſſary Orders of what was firſt to be done, he marched away 
with the Army to (a) Miſpeh : And from thence ſent an Ex- 
poſtulatory Embaſſy to the King of the Ammonites; taxing 
him with an unjuſt Invaſion of a Country where he had no- 
thing to do, The Anſwer was only a Retort of the ſame 
Charge upon the raelites, who coming out of Ægypt, took 
Poſſeſſion by Arms of the Land and Territories of other Peo- 
ple; and therefore warned them to depart out of the Coun- 
try of the Ammonites as belonging to them in the Right of 
their Fathers. Jephthah on the other Hand replied, that in- 
ſtead of charging the //raelites with taking away Amorrkea 
from them, they ſhould rather have acknowledged the Obli- 
gation of giving them Ammon and Moſes might have had 
that too : But the laſt Reſult was this, That as for the Lands 
which they had been now three Hundred Years poſſeſſed of, 
they would not part with them, but by God's Aſſiſtance de- 
fend them with their Swords.- This peremptory Declaration 
put a ſhort End to the Treaty, and the Embaſ/adors were diſ- 
milled. | 
The Matter being brought to this Point, that the Contro- 
verſie was to be decided by Arms. Jephthabh made a Vow, 
That if ever he returned alive, and victorious from the Bat- 
tle, he would offer up to God, in Sacrifice, the firſt living 
Creature he ſhould meet with after he came home again. 
The Preparations went on, and he fought the Enemy; gave 
them a total Overthrow, and had the Chace of them to the 
City of Maniath ; forcing his Paſſage alſo into the Country 
| | — of 
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of Ammon where he laid ſeveral Cities waſte, and gave the 
Soldiers the Spoil. This Action, in fine, ſet the People at 
Liberty, after a {laviſh Servitude of eighteen Years Continu- 
ance. a ; 
Fephthah acquitted himſelf in this War with great Honour; 
but upon returning home again, there happen'd to him fo 
grievous a Calamity in his own Family, that it took off the 
Reliſh of all his publick Satisfactions. For the firſt living 
Creature he ſet his Eye upon, was an only Virgin Daughter 
-he had, juſt coming out of the Door, big with Joy to reccive, 
and bid him Welcome. This Encounter ſtruck him to the 
very Heart, and exceeding!y troubled he was at her Offici- 
ouſneſs to come out to meet him, telling her the Story of 


the Yew, by which he had oblig'd himſelf, upon ſuch Terms, 


to offer her to God for a Sacrifice. She was not at all de- 
jected at the Tidings, but told her Father with a generous 
Conſtancy, That ſhe ſhould never think much to part with 
& her Life upon the Conditions of ſecuring her Father's Ho- 
< nour and Succeſs, and the Liberty of her Country; only 
* ſhe begg'd two Month's Time firſt, for a parting Lamen- 
* tation with her Companions, and after that, he might be 


„ pleaſed to perform his Vow.” Her Requeſt was granted, 
and the End of the two Months, this innocent Devotee was 
-made a Sacrifice, without any Reverence either to Religion, 


Law, or common Fame; ſo far was Fephthah tranſported 
with a blind Zeal into a Contempt of all other Conſiderati- 
Ons. 0 : 
* After 7ephthah's Victory over the Ammonites, and the ſet- 
tling of the People in a State, or at leaſt in a fair Proſpect, 


of Peace and Freedom, the envious Ephraimites ſtarted a 
Freſh Cauſe of Quarrel. © Why ſhould he engage in ſuch an 


& Expedition without them, hey cry'd, but only, out of an 
% ambitious, covetous Deſign of engroſſing the Honour and 
6 Profit of the Adventure wholly to himſelf, without allow- 
ing them any Share or Part in it?” Zephzhah made Anſwer in 
his own Defence; that they knew very well their Allies were 
oppreſs'd; nay, and that they themſelves were ſollicited to 
tome · in to their Aſſiſtance, bur never came; though Men of 


_- Honour, in ſuch a Caſe, would not have ſtaid for an Invi- 


-tation, And then he charg'd' them further, with a moſt 
eandalous Piece of Injuſtice, for Men that durſt not look the 
common Enemy in the Face; now when the Work was 
done without them, to fall ſo inſolently foul upon their 
| SP | Friends: 
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Friends: Concluding with a Menace, that if they went on 
in that Way of Clamour and Outrage, he would make them 
ſmart for't. But there was no Good to be done he ſaw, with 
wording and reaſoning the Matter : So that he preſently be- 
took himſelf to the more convincing Argument of a power- 
ful Army, with which he advanced toward the Enemy's 
main Body, which they had brought from Gilead; charg'd, 
and utterly defeated them ; prepoſſeſs'd themſelves of all the 
Fords and Paſſes upon the River Fordan ; and in ſhort, fol- 
low'd the Purſuit ſo hard, that betwixt the Battle and the 
Chace, they cut them off near two and twenty Thouſand 
Men. 
- Zephthah, after theſe Exploits, departed this Life in the 
ſeventh Year of his Government, and was buried at Sebeth, 
the Place of his Nativity, in the Land of Gilead. (a) Abſan, 
of the City of Bethlem, in the Tribe of udah, ſucceeded him, 
and ruled for the Space of ſeven Years, without doing any 
Thing worth the ſpeaking of. He had ninety Children; ſix- 
ty Males, and the reſt Daughters, which he left all living 
and marry'd. He died ancient, and was bury'd in his own 
Country. Elon, of the Tribe of Zebulon, had the Govern- 
ment for ten Years after him, and there paſs'd nothing me- 
morable in his Reign neither. Aödon, the Son of Heliel, 
- ſucceeded Elon, of the Tribe of Ephraim, and Native of the 
City of Pharathon : A Man of a numerous Iſſue, and little 
remarkable for any Thing elſe. But the Times being eaſy 
and peaceable, gave him little or no Occaſion for the Exer- 
ciſe of his Bravery and Courage. He had forty Sons, and 
thirty Grand-Children, all excellent Horſemen, and theſe 
ſeventy were his conſtant Guard, He left them all behind 
him ; died far in Years, and was buried at Pharathon with 
great Magnificence and State, 


oh. 


c HAP. X. 
The Prediction, and the Birth of Samſon, His Amours, 


and Encounters, 


- „ 


„„ 
Fter the Deceaſe of A don, the Phili/tines, had the bet 
ter of the Mraelites, and kept them Tributaries on 
ſome forty Years; but in the End, they were ſet at Libertx 
in this Manner, N 1 
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* There was one Manoah, of the Tribe of Dan, and the 
firſt Man of Quality and Credit in his Country, beyond all 
Diſpute. This Manoah had for his Wife a lovely Woman, 
and one that at all Hands paſs'd for the moſt faultleſs Beau- 
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ty of that Age; but to Manoah's unſpeakable Affliction he 


had no Children by her. In this Uneaſineſs, he would e- 
ver and anon be taking his Wife to a Country Houſe he had 
in a large Plain near at hand; in which Solitude, he ſpent 
_ almoſt his whole Time, in Prayers to Almighty God for the 


Bleſſing of Children. He was paſſionate to the higheſt De- 


gree, and in Proportion jealous of her. As the Woman 
was there alone once, there appear'd an Angel to her in the 


Reſemblance of a tall young Man, who told her for her 


Comfort, that God in his Providence would give her a Male- 
Child, who ſhould come in Time to be a Man of a very 
graceful Preſence, and a prodigious Strength ; and one that 
ſhould take down the Pride and Stomach of the Phili/tines ; 
charging her in the Name of God to let his Hair grow un- 
cut, and to ſee that he drank nothing but Water; the Viſion 
vaniſhing ſo ſoon as it had deliver'd this Meſſage. Upon 
her Huſband's coming in, ſhe told him of this Apparition 
of the Angel, wonderfully enlarging upon the comely Sta- 
ture, and Lovelineſs of the Shape it appear'd in : Inſomuch 
that the Huſband grew jealous of ſome unwarrantable Love 
under that Pretence. The. poor Woman was at her Wit's 
End how to cure him of this anxious and unreaſonable Suſ- 
picion, and in the Anguiſh of her Saul, made it her Suppli- 
cation to Almighty God, to ſend his Angel yet once again, 
and in ſuch a Manner, that her Huſband might be convinc'd 


of the Authority of the Revelation as well as herſelf. Up- 


on this Prayer of hers, the Angel, a while after, preſented 
itſelf a ſecond Time to the Woman alone, in the ſame 
Place as before: Who, immediately upon the Appearance, 
beſought the Angel's Patience till ſhe might fetch her Huſ- 
band. Her Requeſt was granted, and fo Manoah was call'd 
and came; and ſuch was the Force of his Jealouſy, that 
though he actually ſaw the Angel, he would hardly be 
brought to believe his own Eyes; preſſing to have the ſame 
Thing ſaid to him, over again, that had been ſpoken to his 
Wife. Let it ſuffice, ſays the Angel, that it is known to your 


Nie. Manoah then deſir'd him to declare who he was; 
2 to the End, that when God ſhould ſend him a Child, he 


might know whom to thank for't, and where to pay his Ac» 


knows 
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knowledgments for the Bleſſing. The Angel told him, That 
Je had no Need of Rewards, neither did he expect any for his 
News. © Why then, /ays Manoah, be pleaſed to accept of 
« a hoſpitable, homely Treat.” The Angel declin'd it at 
firſt ; but by Prayer and Importunity he was over-perſuad- 
ed to ſtay till ſomewhat might be provided. Manoah im- 
mediately kill'd a Kid, and gave it his Wife to dreſs. And 
when every Thing was ready, the Angel commanded the 
Bread and the Fleſh to be laid looſe upon a Rock there, with- 
out Diſhes. This being done, he touch'd the Fleſh with 
a Rod he had, and preſently there ſtarred a Fire from it, 
that devoured Fleſh, Bread, and all; and as the Smoak 
mounted, the Angel was ſeen to be wafted up to Heaven in 
the Vehicle of the Cloud. Manoah lay under a ſuperſtitious 
Dread of fom2 great Miſchief that might betide them upon 
this Viſion ; but his Wife kept up his Heart by a confident 
Aſſurance, that it would turn to their Comfort, and prove 
the greateſt Bleſſing imaginable to them both in the Conclu- 
ſion. She found herſelf ſoon after to be big, and from that 
Time forward kept punctually in her Mind the Orders the 
Angel had given her. | | 

* The Child ſhe went with prov'd to be a Son, and they 
gave him the Name of Samſon, that is to ſay, Robuſt. He 
improv'd every Day wonderfully as he grew up; in the Ad- 
vantages both of his Body and Mind: Inſomuch that betwixt 
the Dignity of his looſe flowing Hair, and the Sobriety of 
his Way of Living, in the Government of his Appetite, he 
ſeem'd to have ſomewhat (I know not what) in him, that 
was more than humane. | 

It was his Hap once upon a ſolemn Feſtival-Day in Tim- 
nah, a City belonging to the Phili/tines, being there with his 
Parents upon that Occaſion, to fall in Love with a Damſel 
of the Country that he ſaw at that Meeting; and upon the 
Sight of her, he was very earneſt with his Father to procure 
her for him in Marriage. His Parents told him, That it was 
againſt the Rules of their Religion to marry with Strangers, 
and that there was Choice enough of Matches among the 
Hebrew Women that were fitter for him. But the Will and 
Humour of the Son prevail'd over the Reaſon and Authority 
of the Father, and the Love proceeded to a Contract. It was 
Samſon's Fortune, as he was once upon the Way on a Viſit to 


his Miſtreſs, to encounter a Lion directly in his Paſſage. He 
never fhrunk or boggled for the Matter, but advanc'd up to 


the 
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the very Throat of him; and unarm'd, as he was, with his 
naked Hands ſtrangled him; caſting the Body into a Thicket 
afterwards by the Way- ſide. As he was upon the ſame Journey 
fome few Days after, and on the ſame Errand, he ſtept into 
the Wood to look at the Carcaſe of the Lion; and there he 
found a Swarm: of Bees working their Wax and Honey in 
the Breaſt of him. He took out three Honey-Combs ; and 
with ſome Curioſities that he had gotten together, made a 
Preſent of them to his Bride Elect. The Nuptials being now 
to be folemniz'd, his Wife's Relations, and the People of 
the Place that were invited, aſſigned him thirty of their 
ſtouteſt young Fellows to wait upon him, as an Inſtance, 
in Pretence, of the great Honour and Reſpe& they had for 
him ; but in Truth, as ſo many Spies and Guards upon him, 
in Caſe he ſhould be troubleſome in his Cups, being a Man 
of ſo unruly and incredible a Strength. As the Gueſts grew 
warm and chearful, and paſſing from one Merriment to ano- 
ther, Samſon told the Company that he had a Riddle to pro- 
pound ; and if any of them ſhould reſolve it in ſeven Days, 
he would be bound to give them every Man a Shirt, and a 
Coat, as a Reſpect and a Reward; ſo that they ſhould have 
both Honour and Profit. Now betwixt thoſe that had a 
mind to be thought wiſe, and others that had an Eye upon 
the Benefit, they accepted the Propoſal by Conſent, and bad 
bim put the Queſtion. © Why then, /ays he, the Parable is 
* this, [2ut of the Eater came forth Meat, and out of the 
Strong came forth Sweetneſs.” ] In ſhort, the Phili/tines laid 
their Heads together about it, till after three Days puzzling, 
and never the nearer, they fell to work at laſt by fair Means, 
and by foul, upon the new Bride, to draw the Secret from 
her Huſband ; threatning, without any more ado, to burn 
her, unleſs ſhe fiſh'd it out, and made a full Diſcovery of 
the Secret. Samſon ſtood off a while, but in the End, be- 
twixt Tears, Importunities, and Reproaches, for ſhe impu- 
red his Refuſal to his Want of Love) he was prevail'd upon 
to give her the whole Story, of his killing the Lion, and of 
the Honey · Combs be brought her; and fo expounded the Rid- 
dle from End to End, without ſo much as dreaming of any 
Myſtery or Intrigue. But ſtill, whatever he told her, ſhe told 
HM again to the Philiſtines. The ſeventh Day was now come, 
which was the preciſe Term appointed for the Solution of 
this Difficulty; ſo that the Philiſtines met before Sun-ſet, and 
told Samſon, by Way of Anſwer to his Queſtion. © That 
nothing is ſtronger than a Lion, or ſweeter than Honey.” 
2 | —— UN No 
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« No, ſays Samſon, nor falſer than the Woman that has gi- 
ce yen you the Key to this Cypher.” This did not hinder 
Samſon yet from making good what he had promiſed ; for 
he ſtript thirty Men of Askalon, [which are reckon'd among 
the Phili/tines] and made Payment of the Shirts and Coats 
he had undertaken for. He caſt off his Wife upon't ; and 
ſhe in Spite marry'd his Friend that ſollicited the Match, 
which Samſon took for ſo unpardonable an Affront, that he 
determin'd a Revenge, not only upon the Woman, but up- 
on the whole Nation for it; having at that Time alſo a fair 
Opportunity before him of putting it in ſome Meaſure in Ex- 
ecution. * It was then towards Harveſt-time, and the Corn 
being ripe upon the Ground, Samſon got three Hundred Fox- 
es, and tying them Tail by Tail, with Firebrands between 
them, turn'd them looſe into the Fields of the Phili/tines. 
In the Hurry of this Fright, they carry'd the Fire from Place 
to Place all over the Grounds; and wherever they came, 
they deſtroy'd all the Fruits of the Earth in an Inſtant, So 
ſoon as the Philiſtines came to underſtand, that it was Sam- 
ſon's doing, and what it was provok'd him to it: They ſent 
the Princes of the Country to Thamna, who took up the 
Wife of Samſon, and all her Relations, and burnt them a- 
live, as the Authors of this Calamity. 

Samſon made ſeveral bloody Inroads into the Land of the 
Philiſtines ; and took up his Habitation at Etam, a Rock of 
great Strength, and in the Tribe of Judah: Againſt which 
Tribe entire, the Philiſtines were now upon the Point of de- 
claring War. The People pleaded for themſelves, that they 


liv'd quietly, and paid their Taxes, and that they hop'd, they 


ſhould not be puniſh'd for Samſon's Fault; but it was turn'd 
upon them, that nothing could diſcharge them of Samſon's 
Guilt, but the delivering up of Samſon's Perſon. They were 
ſo much concern'd to clear themſelves of this Suſpicion, that 
they drew together three Thouſand arm'd Men, and march- 
cd to the Place of his Retreat : Where they cnter'd into Ex- 
poſtulations with his People, what a Miſchief Sam/on's Vio- 
lence had drawn upon the Hebrews, in ſtirring up an Enemy 
againſt them, that might bring a Ruin perhaps upon the 
whole Race. Their coming, they ſaid, was only to take 
Poſſeſſion of his Perſon, and give him up to the Philiſtines, 
which they deſir'd him to ſubmit to, both for their Sakes and 
his, as his own voluntary Act. Upon this Overture Samſon 
came down from the Rock, and upon their ſolemn Oath 

f „ that 
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that they would do him no further Hurt, than barely to de. 
liver him up into the Hands of the Enemy, he render'd up . 
his Perſon to his Countrymen, who led him away, accord. 

ing to the Agreement, near to a Place that was formerly ob. L 


ſcure, but ſince made famous by a memorable Exploit of II. 
Samſon's there. Not far from the Enemy's Camp, the Peo- 
ple came out in Troops to meet them, with Shouts of Joy 
and Exultation, for the good Fortune that had befallen them. 
Samſon in the mean while brake his Cords to Pieces, and h 
with the + Faw Bone of an 4/5 that lay there upon the 
Ground, fell upon the Phi/i/tines, and defeated them; kill'q 
2 Matter of a Thouſand upon the Place, and routed all the p 
reſt. Samſon was ſo tranſported upon the Thought of this g 
Victory, that he had the Vanity to aſſume the Honour of the 
Action to himſelf, without aſcribing the Glory of it to God's 
Power and Providence, as he ought to have done. But while b 
this arrogant, and overweening Humour was yet upon him, 
he found himſelf ſeized with a violent parching (a) Thirſt; 
. which gave him to underſtand, that after all his Succeſſes, 
he was but Fleſh and Blood ſtill, and liable to humane In- 
firmities. The Senſe of this Diſorder brought him to the 
Knowledge of himſelf, and to a penitent Confeſſion that the 
Victory was God's, and that he was able to do nothing of 
himſelf, without the Divine Aſſiſtance, He begged Pardon 
for his paſt Vanity and Preſumption, and ſo caſts himſelf 
. Wholly for the Future upon God's infinite Power and Good- 
nefs, as his only Dependence for Deliverance out of all his 
Diſtreſſes. His Prayers were not in vain, for. there guſh'd 
immediately out of a Rock near at hand there, a Stream of 
delicious Water to relieve him in his raging Drought : 
Which Rock, from the Exploit of Samſon, bears the Name 
of the Jaw, unto this very Day. After this Combat, Sam- 
. ſon made nothing of the Phili/tines ; but went publickly to 
Gaza, and took up his Lodging there in a common Inn. 
The Governour of the Town getting Notice of it, had Guards 
and Spies ſet at the Gates to watch him, that he ſhould not 
give them the Slip; but Samſon, having ſome Hint of the 
| Deſign, got up at Midnight, and taking the Gates off the 
| Hinges, carried them away upon his Shoulders, Frames, 
Bolts, Locks, and every Thing that belong'd to them, to 
Mount Hebron, and there he left them. „ 
. Samſon was now come by little and little to a great Abate · 
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ment of the Reverence he formerly had for the Laws of his 
Country, and conſequently to a Hankering after the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of other Nations, which proved in Time the 


Foundation of his Ruin. It was his Hap to fall paſſionate- 


ly in Love with a common Proſtitute of the Phili/tines, 
whoſe Name was Dalilah; and the Amour was gone ſo far, 
that they lived and accompanied together. The Judges find- 
ing how great a Power this mercenary Woman had over 
him, made uſe of her Intereſt, by Flattery and Corruption, 
toward the Betraying of him. , It was their Buſineſs upon 
the main, ſome way or other to deſtroy Samſon ; and the 


Part ſhe had to ply, was to find out his Weak-ſide, and to 


diſcover where that invincible Strength of his lay. This was 
the State and Condition of Affairs betwixt the Philiſtines 
and the Harlot; and as there wanted not either Art, or Bri- 
bery, on the one Side, ſo neither was there any Failing in 
the Matter of Treachery, and Good-will, on the other, for 


the bringing of it about; ſhe took all Occaſions in his Cups, 


and Dalliances, to be ſtill admiring his ſtrange Activity, and 
Vigour ; and nothing would ſerve her, but ſhe muſt needs 
know where that Excellency lay, that put ſuch an unac- 
countable Difference betwixt Samſon, and all ether Men. 
Now Samſon had as yet ſo much Wit in his Freak, as to put 


off his Miſtreſs at preſent, with a Trick for her Trick : And 


ſo told her, that if his Hands were but bound with even 
green Withs, or Creepers of a Vine, it would be with him as 
it is with other Men. Dalilah ſaid no more, but went away 
preſently to the Magiſtrates with the Story. Upon this Re- 
port there were Soldiers order'd privately into the Houſe, 
who upon the firſt Opportunity of finding Samſon drunk, 


and drowſie, laid hold of him, and bound him according 


to their Inſtructions : But Dalilab awaken'd him immediate- 
ly with an Outcry, that the Pyiliſtines were upon him. Sam- 
ſen upon the very Inſtant, took the Alarum, and ſnapping 
the Withs like Twine-Threads, put himſelf in Poſture as for 
the Encounter of an Enemy. There follow'd a heavy Squab- 
ble a little while after, betwixt Dalilab and Samſon. © If 
* he had loved her, he ſaid, he could never have denied her 
* a Thing her Heart was ſet upon; but ſhe found he durſt 
© not truſt her, and ſo fobbed her off with a Tale; as if ſhe 
could not keep a Secret as well as another Woman,” At 
this rate ſhe went on, putting the ſame Queſtion to him 
over again ; and over again he fool'd her too, with a Mock- 
ftory, that if he were ty'd up with a Band of ſeven Cords, 
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it would do the Work; but upon Trial, that Experiment 
failed them likewiſe ; and ſo did a Third alſo, of filleting, 
and twiſting up his Locks. Dalilah having been now thrice 
impoſed upon, was not at all diſcouraged yet, but betwixt 
Spite; and Wilfulneſs, preſſed him ſo hard with freſh Charms 
and Importunities, that he was now brought to the laſt fa. 
tal Neceſſity of yielding up what he could hold no longer; 
and ſo he up and told her. That God, ſays he, that gave 
«© me my Being, hath been pleaſed in his Goodnels, to take 


© me into is particular Care, and to give me in ſpecial 


« Charge not to ſuffer my Hair to be cut, for that in the Pre- 
cc ſervation of that Hair conſiſted my Security and Strength.“ 
Upon this Diſcovery, ſhe cut off his Locks in his Sleep, and 
when he was no longer able to defend himſelf, delivered him 
up to his Enemies, who put out his Eyes, and carried him 
up and down in Bonds, for a Spectacle. Some conſiderable 
Time after this when Samſon's Hair was well grown again, 
there was a great Meeting of the Princes, and Nobility of 
the Philiſtines. The Feaſt was held in a Building that had 
only two large Pillars to ſupport the Roof of it. While they 
were together at this Feſtival, in their Jollity, blind Samſon 
Vas ſent for to make Sport for the Company. Nothing went 


fo near the Heart of him, as the Indignation of finding him-. 


ſelf out of Condition to be revenged of his infolent Enemies; 
but he ſpake to the Boy however that led him, to let him 
Jean againſt one of the Pillars, for he was weary he ſaid, of 
ſtanding. The Boy did ſo ; and Samſon, with all his Might 
ave the Pillar ſuch a Shake, that he brought down the 
louſe upon the Heads of three Thouſand Men beſides him- 
ſelf, and they were all cruthed to Death under the Ruins. 
This was Samſon's End, in the twentieth Year of his Go- 
vernment. He was a Man of wonderful Strength and Cou- 
rage, and to his immortal Honour, he employed his utter- 
moſt Force to the Confuſion of his Enemies. It is true that 
it was his Hap to be inveigled by a Woman ; and where is 
he that hath not been fo more or leſs, that carries Fleſh and 
Blood, and human Frailty about him? To ſay nothing of 
his other excellent Qualities, that deſerve eternal Memory. 
His dead Body was under the Care of his Kindred, who 
cauſed it to be tranſported to Saraſa, and there laid by hi; 
Fathers. | | 
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Of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. The Birth of Samuel. The 
Hebrews defeated by the Philiſtines. 


E I the High- Prieſt ſucceeded Samſon in the Government 

of the 1/razlites ; and in his Time, there happened a 
miſerable Famine. Abimelech, a Citizen of Bethlegem, in the 
Tribe of Judah, that was loth to ſtand it out, took Nami 
his Wife, and two Sons that he had by her, Mallon, and 
Ghellion, and ſo withdrew into the Land of Moab, where 
every Thing went proſperouſly with him, and they married 
their Sons to two Women of the Country; Chel/ion, to Or- 
pba, and Mallon, to Ruth. Within the Compaſs of ten 
Years Abimelech and his two Sons died, in a ſhort Time one 
after another. Upon their Deceaſe, Naomi, that had now 
to her inconſolable Affliétion, loſt thoſe dear Friends and 
Relations, for whoſe only Sake ſhe was prevailed upon to 
quit her Country, with this Change of Affairs changed Coun- 
ſels too; and reſolved to go back again; eſpecially being 
informed that Matters at home were now in a better State 

then ſhe left them. Her Sons Widows could not endure to 
think of parting with her, but preſſed her with Importuni- 
ties, even whether ſhe would or no, to bear her Company. 
She wiſhed them all Manner of good Fortunes, and that th 
might be happier in their next Huſbands then they had been 
with her Sons, but alas! She was not in a Condition, ſhe 
{aid, to be any way helpful to them ; and for them to ven- 
ture a Certainty for an Uncertainty, in the Riſk of ſuch a 
Journey, only to condole with 4 miſerable Mother-in-Law, 
to no ſort of purpoſe ; ſhe was utterly againſt it, ſhe ſaid. 
Upon this Reaſoning of the Matter, Orpha was over · ruled; 
but for Ruth's Part, © Come Life, come Death, nothing 
** ſhould ever make her forſake her Mother, ſhe ſaid 80 
that Naomi, without any more Ceremony, went her way, 
and took Ruth along with her. 

+ When they came to Bethlehem, they were there received 
by Boaz, a Kinſman of Abimelech's, and the People calling 
Naomi by her Name; Nay, ſays Naomi, let it be rather Mara: 
The former in Hebrew ſignifying Felicity ; the other Sor- 
70w. It was now Harveſt-time, and Ruth, with her Mother's 
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Leave, being gone out a gleaning for ſomewhat to eat, ſhe 
happened into a Field of Boaz,'who a while after came him- 
ſelf, and upon the Sight of this Young Woman, enquired 
more particularly of his Head-Servant what he knew concer- 
ning her. So he told his Maſter over again what he had 
heard from her before. Boaz was wonderfully pleaſed with 
the Tendernefs of her Aﬀection for her Mother-in-Law, and 
for the Memory of her dead Huſband; and therefore ordered 
his Servant, not only to ſuffer her to glean what ſhe could, 
but to let her reap, and carry away whatever ſhe had a mind 
to, and to ſupply her with Meat and Drink ſufficient, in 
common with his own People. Ruth faved Part of the Bread 
and Proviſions they gave her, for her Mother-in-Law, and at 
Night carried it to her, with her Gleanings, all together; 
Naomi doing the like for Ruth, in what ſhe had received that 
Day from her charitable Neighbours. As they were together 
in the Evening, Ruth gave her Mother the whole Hiſtory of 
what paſſed betwixt her and Boaz; the Mother giving her to | 
underſtand that Boaz was her near Relation, and that being 
a conſiderable Perſon, and a Man of great Piety, ſhe did not! 
know but he might take his poor Kindred into his Care. + 80 ! 
that Ruth went on ſtill, Day after Day, into the Fields a 6 


gleaning with the Maid-Servants of Boaz, till the Harveſt t 
was over ; and then after ſome few Days, when the Corn 5 
c. 


was thraſhed out, Boaz took up his Lodging in his own Barn, 
which coming to Naomi's Knowledge, put her upon a Con- (/ 
trivance, how ſhe might bring him and Ruth to lie together, be 
ro the Advantage” of them both : Which was, that Ruth A 
ſhould convey herſelf into the Barn to the Feet of Boaz, and 
there lie down to take her Reſt. Ruth making a Conſcience 
of obeying her Mother, did as ſhe was commanded. But 
Bcaz, being faſt aſleep, knew nothing at all of the Matter, 
till waking about. Midnight, he found that he had gotten a 
Companion; and calling out to know who it was, Ruth told 
him her Name, and begged his Permiſſion, in the Quality of 
his Servant, that ſhe might ſtill lie at his Feet. There paſſed 
no more Words at preſent; but early in the Morning before 
any of the Servants were gotten up to their Work, he called 
to Ruth, and bad her take as much Corn as ſhe could carry, 
and be gone immediately to her Mother with it, before any 
Notice could be taken where ſhe had been that Night; For 
* ſays he; in Caſes of this Nature, People cannot be too cau- 


F  * tjous, let them be never ſo innocent.“ But in one Word, ſW— 
| : | : * ſays (a) 
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| 4//i/tance ; applying the Name to the Miſtance they ex- 
| pected from him to Naomi in her old Age. From Obed came 


| nerations. I have been the more Particular in this Hiſtory 


3 


a Annen 


« ſays he, before you go; there is a Perſon nearer to you in 
c Blood then myſelf. My Advice is, that you demand him 
c for your Huſband, If he agrees to it, you are bound to 
ce follow him: If he refuſes, I can lawfully take you to Wife © 


© myſelf.” With this ſhort Word of Comfort, Ruth return; 


ed to her Mother, who upon hearing the Story, bleſſed the 
Providence of finding her Affairs in ſo good Hands. 

- About the Noon-time of the Day, Boaz was back again at 
the City, where he called a Court, and ſummoned Ruth and. 


her Kinſman, to make their Appearance, Well ! ſays Boaz, 


to the Kinſman, If I am not miſtaken, you are at preſent 
© poſleſſed of the Eſtate of 4bimelech, and his Sons.” I am 
1 8 ſays tother, and the Law has put me in Poſſeſſion of 
« it by virtue of a Right I have to it by Nearneſs of Blood.“ 
6 Pray, ſays Boaz, do not talk of the Law by Halves; but 


whether it be for you, or againſt you, take your Lot in the 


* one Part as well as in the other. Here ſtands before you 
% the Widow of Mallon, and you are bound by the Law to 
* marry the Woman, or to quit the Inheritance.” The 
Kinſman excuſed himſelt from marrving her, by ſaying that 
he had a Wife and Children of his own already ; and fo by 
a publick Declaration in Court, rendered both the one and 
the other to Boaz, he being then the next a-kin to the De- 
ceaſed. Boaz had this Declaration recorded, and then (a) 
commanded the Woman to looſen her Kinſman's Shoe, and 
(6) ſpit in his Face, according to a Formality of Law. This 
being done he took Ruth for his Wife, and within the Com- 
paſs of a Year, ſhe brought him a Son which he committed 
to the Care of Naomi, and by the Advice of the Women 
called him Obed, which in Hebrew, is as much as Service, or 


Jeſſe, and Feſſe was the Father of King David, in whoſe 
Family the Government continued for one and twenty Ge- 


of Ruth, to ſet forth the Power, and Diſpenſations of God 
in his Providence, that brings the greateſt Things to paſs, 
even by the meaneit of Inſtruments, advancing to the Throne, 
many Times, Men of the loweſt Condition, according to his 
good Pleaſure. This we find verified abundantly in the 
Genealogy of David. 5 

Aa Matters 
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(a) Our Author does not petſectly agree with the Scriptures in this 
Place. See Druſius in his Queſt. Hebr. and Bonfrerius upon Ruth, c. 4. 

() L read ptuſſein not tiptein as Druſiur has obſerved in his Qrejt. 
Heör. I. 1. qu. 62. | * 
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Matters at this Time went very ill with the Hebrews, 
having engaged themſelves a-freſh in a War with the Phil;- 
tines. Eli the High- Prieſt had two Sons, Hophnz, and Phi. 

nehas: Who were Libertines to the higheſt Degree, in the 
Contempt of Religion, and common Juſtice. They were 
Men that ſtuck at nothing that was ill. The ordinary Way 
of Gratuities and honorary Preſents would not ſerve their 
Turn, unleſs every Thing were extorted from them by Vio- 
lence and Rapine. They made it their Buſineſs to debauch 
Women, even at their Devotions, and to corrupt them by 
Bribes and Flattery, at the very Altar: And all this, with 
an Inſolence equal to any Tyranny that ever was heard of. 
The profligate Wickedneſs of theſe licentious Men went to | 
the very Soul of their Father, by reaſon of the daily Dread | 
and Apprehenſion he lived in, of ſome terrible Judgment 
that would, befal them. To ſay nothing of the Groans of ( 
the People under a moſt intolerable Oppreſhon ; but when t 
it came ſoon after to be revealed by God to the Father, and 
to the Prophet Samuel, who was at that Time but a Child, 
what would be the wretched Fate of theſe Men, Eli gave 
them quite over, and mourned for them as already loſt, or 
dead. But for Order ſake, I ſhall firſt ſpeak a Word of the 
Prophet, and paſs afterward to the wretched End of theſe 
lewd Young Men, and lo to the true Cauſe of the Miſeries 
that befel the Hebrews. | 

+ There was one Elkanah, a Levite, and an Inhabitant of 
Ramath, in the Lot of Ephraim, that had two Wives, Han- 
nah and Phenannah : By the latter he had Children, but by 
the former for a good While, none at all: But this Diſappoint- 
ment however did not one jot leſſen his Affections to her, 
Coming one Day with his Family to SHilo to Worſhip, the ho- 
Iy Tabernacle being there, as has been ſaid heretofore, E/kanab 
made a Diſtribution of Part of his own Portion and Provi-f 
fion, to his Wives and Children ; Phenannah, and her little 
Ones, feeding together. This Sight made ſuch an Impreſſion 
upon Hannah, that the lookt upon it as a tacit Reproach of 
her Barrenneſs, and upon that Thought, betwixt Grief and 
Envy, burſt out a weeping. Her Huſband and Friends did 
what they could to comfort her; but ſhe rejected all, and in 
that Paſſion went away directly to the Tabernacle : Where 
ſhe beſought God with earneſt Supplications to grant her the 
Comfort of a Son, vowing, with a moſt religicus Solemni- 
ty, to dedicate him wholly, and in a moſt peculiar Manner, 

| to 
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to his Worſhip and Service. The Length, and Earneſtneſs 
of her Prayers gave Eli, who was then m_—_ before the 
Tabernacle, an Occaſion to ſuſpect ſhe was in drink; inſo-" 
much that he called out to that drunken Woman to be gone. 
She made anſwer that ſhe drank nothing but Water, only 
her Heart was heavy for want of Children ; and that ſhe was 
now imploring God in his Mercy- to make her, a Mother. 
Eli bad her ſet her Mind at reſt then, for God would ſend 
her Children, Upon this Encouragement ſhe went back chear- 
fully to her Huſband ; fell to her Meat again, (which before 
went againſt her Stomach) and ſo returned with her Huſband 
into the Country, where, after a while, ſhe conceived, and 
in due Time brought forth a Son, whom they called Samuel ; 
That is to ſay, Aſked of God. The Parents returning to Shi- 
Js, to offer up Sacrifice, and pay their Tenths, according to 
Cuſtom, and to give God Thanks for the Bleſſing of a Son, 
the Woman was not unmindful of her Vow but delivered 
the Child up to Eli, and dedicated him to God. They let 
his Hair grow ; his Drink was altogether Water, and his 
Station, about the Temple where he officiated, was in Time 

to become a Prophet. Hannah, after this, brought Elkanah 
other Sons, and three Daughters. y 
* When Samuel was juſt entered into the thirteenth Year 
of his Age, he began to Propheſie; and as he lay aſleep one 
Night, God called him by Name. He took it for Eli's Voice, 
and fo went to him to know his Pleaſure ; but Eli had not 
called him, he ſaid ; and fo he told him over and over again, 
upon a fecond, and a third Call after the ame Manner: 
- But Eli finding at laſt where the Miſtake lay, told him that 
Wh it was God that called him; Wherefore, my Son, /ays Eli, 
- © whenever thou heareſt the Voice again, let this be thy An- 
“ ſwer ; Here Jam, Lord; ſpeak, for thy Servant heareth, 
i-W © and is ready to obey thee.” The Words that Eli put into 
his Mouth, Samuel made uſe of at the next Call, and the 
| Voice then went forward, ſaying, © Since thou art here at 
* hand, I will now give thee to know, that the Maelites are 
* at this Inſtant upon the Brink of ſo dreadful a Calamity, 
that is not to be expreſſed, or believed, and hardly to be 
© conceived. The two Sons of Eli ſhall be cut off both in a 
* Day; the High-Prieſthood taken away for ever, from him- 
* ſelf and his Family, and transferred to Eleazar ; for Eli 
* (/ays the Voice) hath had more Regard to his Sons, then to 
my Worſhip, though to the common Deſtruction of them 
| . 9 ©” 
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diſmal Tidings to Eli, and his Family, but being adjured 
» by the High- Prieſt to give him a faithful Account of the whole 
Revelation, he deliver'd it in Order from Point to Point, and 
left the old Man no Place to doubt of the inevitable Deſtruc- 

tion of his Sons. Samuel's Reputation encreaſed daily for a 
Prophet that never failed. 

* At the ſame Time the Philiſtines marched with an Army 
againſt the Hraelites, and encamped in Ampheck ; but meet- 
ing there with no Oppoſition, they advanced further, and 
came ſoon after to a Battle, wherein the Hebrews were rout- 
ed; and having loſt 4000 upon the Place, the Remainder 
fled, and were purſued to their very Tents. This Blow 
ſtruck the Hebrews with ſo mortal a Dread, that they gave 
all, in a Manner, for as good as loſt, and ſent immediately 
to the High-Prieſt, and the Elders, to cauſe the Ark of God 
to be brought into the Army ; That by its Preſence they 
might obtain a Victory; little dreaming that they were 
doomed to Deſtruction by a higher Power then that of the 
Ark ; nay, by that divine Original, for whoſe Sake alone the 
Ark itſelf was had in Veneration. The 4rk however was 
brought into the Field, the Sons of the High-Prieſt attend- 
ing it with a Charge, that if it ſhould happen to be loſt, they 
ſhould never look their Father in the Face again. Phinehas 

aſſiſted only as the Old Man's Deputy, who was far gone in 
\ Years, and outiof Condition for that Service. The Preſence 


of the Ark inſpired the Hebrews with new Courage; as if the 


very Appearance of it brought Victory along with it, while 

the other Side looked upon it as a Foreboding of their Ruin; 

but upon the Event, they both found themſelves miſtaken ; 
ſor the Hopes of the one were diſappointed, and ſo were the 

Fears of the other alſo; if an Error to their Advantage may 
be called a Diſappointment. But in ſhort, the Hebrews turned 
their Backs upon the firſt Encounter, loſt 30000 upon the 
Spot; the two Sons of Eli fell in the Number, and the Ari 
itſelf remained in the Poſſeſſion of the Enemy. 
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en 1 


The Death of Eli for the Loſs of the Ark; and the 
Birth of Ichabod, 


TH E ſad News of this Overthrow, and the Taking of 
the Ark being brought to Shiloh, by a young Benjamite 
that made his Eſcape out of the Battle, fill'd the City with 
mournful Cries and Lamentations, which coming to the Ear 
_of the High-Prieſt, as he ſat mounted upon a high Chair at 
one of the Gates, gave him reaſonably to preſume the Truth 
of the Matter, and that ſome miſerable Diſaſter had befallen 
the Army. So he call'd for the Young Man to ſpeak with 
him, from whom he underſtood the Particulars, and the E- 
vent of the Battle. As for the Loſs of Men, and for the 
Death of his Sons, he ſupported that Part of the Story with 
Conſtancy enough, being, in Truth, prepared for it by a Re- 
velation, which gave him Foreknowledge of ſo much of the 
Calamity, and he bare it the better, in regard that it was no 
Surprize to him. But when he came to the Circumſtance 
of the Ark being Taken, the Stroke was ſo unexpected, that 
he ſunk under the Weight of it; dropt down from his Seat, 
and gave up the Ghoſt ; in the Ninety-Eight-Year of his Age, 
and the Fortieth of his Government. The Wife of Phinehas, 
that was ſeven Months gone with Child, fell in Labour up- 
on the News of her Huſband's Death, and died the ſame Day ; 
but the Child lived, and was called (a) 1chabod + (That is to 
ſay, Shame and Ignominy) pointing at the Diſgrace of that 
Defeat. | | 
Eli was the Firſt of the Family of hamar, (another of the 
Sons of Aaraa) that exerciſed the Function of High-Prieſt ; 
for till then, it paſſed from Father to Son in the Line of 
Eleazar: Who left it to Phinehas ; and he to his Son Abiezer: 
From him it went to his Son Bocejas, and thence to his Son 
O0zts, whence afterward to Eli, of whom we are now ſpeaking z 
and in his Family it continu'd till the Reign of King Solomon, 
after which it return'd again to the Houſe of Eleazar. 
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CHAP. 1 
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The Taking of the Ark. Da gon falls down before it, 


The Flagues that e It, ml it was brought hack 
bo 


F TER this Rout of the Rebrews, and the Taking 
of the Ark Priſoner, as is faid already, the Phi- 


there lodg'd it among other Donatives, and Trophies, 


in the Temple of their God Dagen. Upon coming thi- 
| — next Day to their Morning-Devotions, there was Da- 


gen tumbled down from his Pedeſtal, and lying flat upon 
the Ground before the Ark. This Accident put them into 


a ſuperſtitious Confuſion what to think of it; but they pre- 
- Fently help'd him up again, and put him in his former 
Place. They continu'd going and coming, off and on, as 
they had Occaſion 3--and {till as they ſet him right one Day, 

they were ſure to find him proſtrate upon the Floor, and in 
2 poſtlure of adoring the Ark next Time they came, which 


ran in the Peoples Heads as the worſt of Cmens. In Con- 


cluſton, 
„ (.) Abded, 
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liſtines carry'd it to (a) Azotus, in Triumph, and] 
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cluſion, the City and Province of Azotus was viſited with a 
molt judicial Plague of the Guts, which rotted them alive, 
and carry'd them off by a violent Dy/entery, with Vomitings, 
and Torments not to be expreſs d. They had another 
Plague in the Fields too; that is to ſay, ſuch Swarms of 
Mice, that they laid all waſte wherever they came ; Plants, 
Fruit, Corn, and in ſhort, nothing ſcap'd them. While 
the People of Azotus lay groaning under theſe Afflictions, 
without any Hope or Proſpect of Eaſe or Remedy, they came 
to underſtand that all this had befallen them for their ſacri- 
legious Violence upon the 4rk ; and that at this rate, all 


Things conſider'd, they had paid dear for the Victory: So 


that they ſent a Meſſenger with a Requeſt to the People of 
Aſcalon, that they would be pleaſed to take the Ar# into 


their City; who were ſo far from any Difficulty of Complys 


ing with them, that they moſt thankfully admitted it. Af: 
ter a ſhort Time they found, that the Judgments went along 
with the 4rk; for the very, Plagues of 4zotus were now 
tranſported to Aſcalon: And it ſtaid nof long there neither, 
but was ſtill ſent away from Place to Place, one after ano» 
ther, till it had travell'd through five of the Philiſtines Ci- 
ties; and wherever it went, the ſame Calamities attended it, 
with ſuch a Mortality, as if Divine Juſtice had impoſed a 
Tribute upon the, Violators. of God's holy Worſhip. The 
Ark wander'd, in fine, ſo long, and ſo far, that People were 
grown ſhy of it, and would have nothing further to do with 


it: So that it was now the Queſtion, how to get quit of it 


for good and all. | : 3 
+ To this End, there was a Council call'd of the prinęipal 


Men of the five Cities before ſpoken of: That is to ſay, of 


(a) Cath, Ekron, Aſcalon, Gaza, and Aſb dad, to adviſe what 
Meaſures to take upon this Occaſion. Some were of Opi- 
nion at firſt, for ſending the Ark back to the Owners of it; 
for the God, they ſaw, that had it under his Care, would 
vindicate it, having already upon that Account deſtroy'd 
their People with Peſtilential Diſeaſes, and laid ſeveral of 
their Cities deſolate. There were ſome again, that would 


not allow the Ark to be a Thing of Moment enough to make 
all this Buſtle about. If God, they ory'd, had ſuch a Kinds 
% neſs for it, why did he ſuffer the Enemy to take it? (And © 


an Enemy of another Religion 199, So that this Party as 


th 
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them rather to bear the common Chances of humane Life v 
with Courage and Patience: And to conſider, like wiſe Men, v 
that there was nothing in all this, but according to the 1 
Courſe of Nature, that has a Power over Mens Bodies, Plants, 5 
Seaſons, and the like, to do greater Wonders then any It 
Thing here amounted to. There remained yet another Sort, th 
and Men of Gravity and Experience too, that adviſed a mid- tu 
dle Courſe, betwixt either ſending it Home, or detaining th 
it; and this Expedient earry'd it from the former, as being th 
more congruous to the preſent Humour and Affair. The th 
Propoſal was this, that there ſhould be made five Golden M 
Images, one for each of the five Cities, and dedicated to God, th 
in Acknowledgment of his Goodneſs in delivering them Pr 
from a Plague by his Almighty Power, which was out of it, 
the Reach of any natural Remedy to relieve. They pro- W: 
pounded alfo five Golden Mice, alluding to the Vermin that tu 
devour'd their Plants; all to be put in a Box, and laid up- of 
on the Ark; the Ark itſelf to be put into a new Waggon, Di 
made expreſly for that Service, and ſo to be drawn by two . or 


Milch-Kine, their Calves ſnut up, and left behind, to keep the 
them from lingring upon the Way: This Waggon, with the the 
Ark, to be conducted to the Parting of three Ways; and to 


the Cattle there left at Liberty to go whither they pleas'd. fro 

If they took the Hebrew Road, and went forward in it, the bec 
Calamities they ſuffer'd might be imputed to the Ari, but oy 

if they bent their Courſe any other Way, they might con- the 

clude there was nothing of the {rk in the Caſe. This Ad- Ad 

vice was the Senſe of every Man that was there preſent; en 

and it was ſoon after put in Execution: Every Thing being not 
provided according to the Order; the Waggon drawn out Il © 

to the Croſs-way; and the Company leaving it. | = 

x ? OY K 
f . , r * — 98 Sor 
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þ The Joy of the Iſraelites at the Return of the Ark, 4 eo 
4 miraculous Victory obtain'd oyer the Philiſtines. * | 
1 8 * 3 ] H E Beaſts being left to themſelves, truck directly into 3 
1 . the Hebreu- Way, and went forward in it as directly bas 
| as if they had been led, or driven. Divers Philiſtines fol- wag 


lowing at a Diſtance, out of a Curioſity to fee whither they Lord 
1 0 > would 
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would go, and where they would take-up. They went tra- 
velling on till they came to (a) Bethſhemeth, a Village in the 
Tribe of Judah, and there they ſtopt, notwithſtanding the 
Temptation of a large Plain in Sight to invite them further. 
It was now Summer-Harvell, and the People all buſie about 
their Corn; but upon this Occaſion there came great Multi- 
tudes thronging-in : Some from their Work ; others from 
their Houſes in the Village, to ſee the Ark ; and overjoy'd 
they were at the Occaſion, Upon coming to the Waggon, 
they took down the Ark and the Box, with the Images, and 
Mice in it, and ſet them down upon a great Stone that was 
there in the Field. After this, they ſacrificed and feaſted ; 
preſenting both the Waggon itſelf, and the Beaſts that drew 
| it, to God, for a Burnt-Offering. So ſoon as this Ceremony 
was over, the Phili/tines, that had follow'd them thus far, re- 
turn'd into their own Country. Upon this Occaſion ſeveral 
of the Bethſhemites, to the Number of Seventy, fell under God's 
Diſpleaſure for the Temerity of laying prophane Hands up- 
on the Ark, without the due Authority and Qualification of 
the Prieſthood. This Judgment caſt a terrible Damp upon 
the Spirits of the Multitude in the middle of their Rejoicings, 
to ſee ſo many of their Friends and Companions taken away 
from them by ſo judicial a Stroke. By this Calamity, they 
became conſcious to themſelves of their own Unworthineſs 
to have the Ar of God lodged under their Care: So that 
they ſent Meſſengers up and down to all the Hebrews, with 
Advice, that the Philiſtines had brought it back again. Up- 
on this notice, it was forthwith tranſported to Xiriath- Fearim, 
not far from Bethſhemeth, in the Houſe of Aminadab, a Le- 
vite; a Man of a great Repute for Religion and Integrity, 
and therefore the fitter for the Entertainment of ſo ſacred a 
Truſt. It was committed to the Charge of himſelf, and his 
Sons, + and with them it reſted twenty Years ; (ſaving only 
the four Months that it was detained by the Pyiliſtines) to 
the great Honour of themſelves, and the Satisfaction of the 
People. For the twenty Years that the Ark continu'd at 
Kiriath- Fearim, the People ſpent their whole Time almoſt in 
Prayers and Sacrifices; Attendances upon God's Worſhip, 
and the Exerciſe of holy Duties. Samuel took an Occaſion 
ſrom this good Diſpoſition of the Multitude, to Harangue 
them upon the Subject of Liberty, and the Bleſſings that at- 
tend it; accommodating his Diſcourſe very pertinently, |. 
both to the Seaſon, and to his Bus'neſs. | 


ce Ye 
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« Ye Men of J/-ael, ſays he, ſince you find by Experience I. 
& that the Malice of your Enemies is implacable, and that 1 
« your earneſt Supplications to God for Relief, are graciouſly . 
& receiv'd ; You ſhall do well to conſider, that your wiſhin 
ac for the Freedom you want, will never do your Bug neſs, 
ec without exerting your Power to the uttermoſt, upon the 
4 proper Means of procuring it; for to do otherwiſe, is but 
« Praying one way, and Acting another. Wherefore, in the 
ct firſt Place, be careful not to bring a Scandal upon your 
4c Profeffion by Ill Manners, but inure yourſelves to the Love 

« and Practice of Juſtice, without Partiality or Corruption, 

< Purge your Minds of all groſs Affections; turn to God, 

© call upon him, and adore him; and honour him in your 

< Lives and Converſations, as well as with your Lips. Do 

ec good Things, and Good will come of it: That is to ſay, 

8 ngs y 

« Liberty and Victory; for theſe are Bleſſings not to be ob- 
ce tain'd by Force of Men, Strength of Body, or Bands of 
46 Soldiers; but God, who is /Trath itſelf, hath promiſed Þ 
„them, as the Rewards of Probity and Righteouſneſs, and 
te ydu may depend upon it, he will never diſappoint you.” 
"This Diſcourſe was follow'd with the Acclamation of the 
whole Multitude, who with one Voice made a ſolemn Pro- 
ſeſſion of their Readineſs. to do or ſuffer any Thing that it 

ſhould pleaſe God to Will and Command. them. 

Samuel, after this, ſummon'd the People to a Congrega- 
tion in a City call'd (a) Mizpeh, (That is to ſay, Conſpicuous) 
where they drew Water, and ſacrific'd; ſpending the whole 
Day in Faſting and Prayer. The Phili/tines, in the mean | 
Time, were not without Intelligence of this Meeting of the 
Hebrews ; and ſo they advanced toward them with a very] 
great Army, deſigning to fall upon them, while they were | 
urtterly unprepared for Action, and not ſo much as dreaming 
of any Occaſion for it. This Surprize put them into the 
greateſt Terror imaginable; inſomuch that they went trem- 
bling, and half dead to Samuel for Advice what to do; tel- 
ling him flat and plain, that they had neither Hearts, nor 
Strength, to encounter an Enemy by whom they had been] 
4 ſo often worſted. They ſhould be glad to be quiet, they 
aid, without provoking ſo powerful an Adverſary. They 
© told him that they came thither in Obedience only to his 
Order, to offer up Prayers and Sacrifices, and to enter in- 
_ * to a Military Oath of Fidelity ; and here are we, r hey ſaid, 
Naked, and Unarm'd, at Mercy, without any Hope or 
. | 6 Poflibility 
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« Poſſibility of coming-off, unleſs you can prevail with God to 
« reſcue us miraculouſly out of the Hands of the Philiſtines. 
Samuel bad them fear nothing; for God had promis'd them 
his Protection and Aſſiſtance, and he would moſt certainly 
make good his Word. So Samuel facrificed a Sucking-Lamb 
to God, in the Name ofthe People; imploring his Aid againſt 
the Power of the Phili/tines, in Favour of the Hebrews, who 
put their whole Truſt in him, and not to forſake them at 
preſent, in the Danger of a ſecond, and a final Ruin. God 
accepted of the Sacrifice, and anſwer'd Samuel's Requeſt with 
the comfortable Aſſurance of giving the Hebrews an entire 
Victory. But while the Sacrifice was yet upon the Altar, and 
not wholly conſum'd, the Phili/tines drew out in a Body, and 
preſented themſelves in Order of Battle, in ſuch Hopes and 


| Aſſurances of a Victory, as if the eus were already taken 


and ſurprized ; without either Arms or Order, or the leaſt 


Thought or Deſign of Fighting. The Event however prov'd 
ſo contrary to what they expected, that if the Iſſue had been 


© foretold by an Oracle, it would not have been believ'd. 


| CG) Mechri Norraioon topu tins, 


In the firſt Place, God ſhook the Foundations of the Earth 


under the Feet of the Phili/tines, fo that they could not ſtand 


without ſtaggering. Elſewhere it open'd, and ſwallow'd them 
up alive before they knew where they were: And all this, 
accompanied with ſuch dreadful Claps of Thunder, and 
Flaſhes of Lightning, that their very Eyes and Limbs were 
ſcorched, to the Degree that they could neither ſee their Way 
before them, nor ſtand to their Arms. In this Confternati- 
on, they fled, in as defenceleſs a Condition, as if they had 
been ſo many naked Men without their Arms; Samuel and 


his People following them upon the Heel with a terrible 
[Slaughter, (a) till they came to 2 Place called Chore ; and 


there he fixed a Kind of monumental Stone, in the Nature of 
2 Trophee, for a Mark of the Bounds, both of the Victory, and 
of the Chace, calling the Place, the [Strong,] in Remembrance 
of God's powerful Aſſiſtance of his People in the Action. The 
Philiſtines were ſo cow'd, and caſt-down with this Diſaſter, 
that betwixt the Dread they had of the Hebrews, and the Me- 
mory of what they ſuffer'd, they never had the Hearts after- 
ward to lift up their Hands againſt them; but contented 
themſelves to fit down Loſers, and to keep within their 
Bounds. The ancient Courage of the Philiſtines was now 


over, till by Inroads, freſh and freſh upon them, and frequent 
: Executions 
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Executions, he had brought down the Stomachs of the whole 
Nation to the loweſt Degree of Deſpondency and Abjection 
In this Courſe of Succeſſes, he retook the Country that lies 
betwixt Gath and Efron, which the Philiſtines had formerly 
taken from the Jews. But there was Peace at this Time 
betwixt the Hebrews, and the Canaanites. | 


— — 


CHAP. III. 


Samuel being now in Years, transfers the Government 
to his two Sons. 


Q ſoon as Samuel had put the People in ſome Sort of Order, 
and reinſtated them in the Poſſeſſion of their Lands and 
Cities, he appointed publick Meetings at certain Times and 
Places, for the Hearing of Cauſes, and Adminiſtration of 
common Juſtice : Taking a Progreſs twice a Year into all 
thoſe Towns of Appeal, and Law-Bus'neſs, to ſee Right done 
himſelf; making it his principal Care till, not to depart 
from the Laws of his Country. This was the Polity and 
Method of his Management for a long Time. * But in the 
End, when old Age, and the Weakneſſes that attend it, had 
put his Body out of Condition for the perſonal Performance 
of theſe publick Offices, he devolved the Authority and Care 
of the whole upon his two Sons, Joel, and Abiabh, the for- 
mer, the Elder; and the other, the Younger : Diretting them 
to make a Diſtribution of the People into two Diviſions, and 
the two Brothers to go ſeveral Circuits; the one to have his 
Court of Judicature at Bethel ; the other at Beer/heba. 


We may learn from hence, that Sons do not always take ! 


after their Fathers, ther for Good, or for Evil: But many 
an excellent Father has a wicked Wretch to his Son; and ſo 
on the contrary, a ſober conſcientions Child, may be the 
Son of a graceleſs Father. As theſe Young Men, for Exam- 
ple, without any Regard to the Doctrine and Practice of Sa- 
muel, ſteered a Courſe directly contrary to the Prudence and 
Equity of his Inſtitutions and Meaſures. They proſtituted 
the ſacred Name of Juſtice for Money, making Judgment to 
be mercenary; and in this State of Corruption, Controverſies 
were decided by the Value of the Bribe, not the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Cauſe. They were ſtill guzzling at their Wr 
| | an 
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and Collations, when they ſnould have been upon the Bench, 
and ſo abandon'd to their Avarice and Pleaſure, as if they 
had deliberately entred into an equal Defiance of the Will 
and Commands of their God, and of their Father. For Sa- 
muel laid nothing more to Heart then the Care of keeping 
the People in the Train of a dutiful Obedience to their Su- 
periors, and in the Knowledge and Obſervance of common 
Juſtice one with another. 


6 — - 


CHAT FT 


The Iſraelites preſs earneſtly for a King, and God in 
his Mraib gives them one. 


FF” HE People were ſo outragiouſly tranſported againſt the 
Sons of Samuel, to ſee ſack Havock made of fo excellent 
a Frame of Government, both in; Reſpect of Policy, and of 
Manners, that they went preſently open Mouth to the Fa- 
ther, who was then at Ramah, with a grievous Complaint 
againſt his Sons for their Miſgovernment in general, and the 
Particulars at Length, of their Male-Adminiſtration; ma- 
king it their earneſt Requeſt to him, in Regard of his own 
Crazineſs of Body, and the intolerable Extravagancy of his 
Sons, that he would ſet ſome King over them, under whoſe 
Conduct they might revenge themſelves upon the Phili/tines 
for the Injuries they had done them. | 
Now theſe Words to Samuel, who was naturally a Lover of 
Juſtice, and a profeſs'd Enemy to Tyranny, went ſo near the 
Heart of him (being in his Judgment alſo for an Ari/tocracy, 
as a Form moſt accommodate to the Well-being of the Peo- 


ple) that he could neither eat nor ſleep, for the Thought of 


it; but lay toſſing and turning himſelf all Night, reſtleſs, 
and unquiet. While he was thus labouring under an Anx- 
iety of Mind, God appeared to him in a Viſion, and for his 
Comfort, bad him trouble himfelf no further with this Re- 
monſtrance of the People: For, ſays the Voice, they have 
not caſt off Tou, but Me, to the End that I alone ſhould 


« not reign over them: And this is no more then the fame 


* Thing over again that they began with, when they were 
* firſt brought out of Zgypt: Wherefore let them go their 
« own Way; but they ſhall dearly rue it e'er it be long, and 
* abhor themſelves for their Ingratitude, both to Me, and to 
My Prophet; but it will then be too late, and to no Pur- 

. . « poſe; 
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« poſe; for when the Thing is once done, its never to be || the 
« undone. Wherefore, I will have you give them a King the 
« and he ſhall be a King of my deſigning too; but before | fit 
« they go any further, tell them the Miſeries they are now 
« drawing upon their own Heads. Do as I bid you; but 
te jet them ſee at the ſame Time how much it goes a- 
« oainſt your Heart to comply with them?” | 
Samuel, according to his Commiſſion and Inſtructions, Sa 
ſummoned an Aſſembly to meet next Day, paſling his Pro- | 

miſe that he would aſſign them a King, but not without let- 
ting them know before-hand, what they were to endure un- r 
der that Form of Government. © Your new King, /ays he, 
& ſhall take your Sons to drive his Chariots, and to be bis Sa 
e Horſe-men, and ſome ſhall run before his Chariots; others ab 
& he will make Tribunes, and Centurions ; ſome again he fat 
« will et to till his Ground, reap his Harveſt, dig in his an 
« Vineyards, and make them Inſtruments both for War, and on 
4c for other Purpoſes. There is nothing ſo mean, or extra- for 
« vagant, but you ſhall be forc'd to do it, like Slaves bought an 

. « with his Money. He will make your Daughters Perfumers, ag 

| 1 « Cooks, and Paſtry-Servants; compelling them to do all wa 
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Ce that upon Neceſſity, which the meaneſt of your Slaves are 1: 
« frighted into for Fear of Correction, and Blows. He ſhall liv 
« give away your Poſſeſſions to his Eunuchs, and Guards; | th: 
« divide your Flocks and Herds among his Favourites; but 
* to ſay all in a Word, you and yours ſhall be as much his 
« Vaſſals as his own Domeſticks. When you come to find 
ce all this to be true, remember what I foretold you. When 
* that Day comes, you ſhall beg to be quit of your King, no 
« with as much Importunity as ever you did to have one. lol 
* You ſhall then curſe your Obſtinacy, and reflecting upon De 
« your Sins, cry to God for Mercy, in the Anguiſh of your af 
« Souls, and'not obtain it. You thall deſpair under the th: 

% Repulſe and ſuffer the Puniſhments of your Wickedneſs *f 

e in the Torment of T guilty Conſcience,” 

Theſe Counſels, and Premonitions wrought no more upon || © 
the Multitude then if they had been all deaf; for they ſhur 1 
their Ears againſt all that could be offer'd them, either of 

Sobriety, or ſound Reaſon; and inſtead of deſiſting, nothing foi 

would ſerve them but a Aing immediately at a Venture, an 

* 'They could not defend themſelves, they ſaid, againſt their 

% Enemies under any other Form of Government; and why 

« ſhould not they have a King as well as their Neighbours ?” I 

Wher Samuel found them ſo untractably wilful, in deſpite © — 

of all Counſels and Forebodings, he diſmiſs'd them all to 

| = their 
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their own Homes, with this — that 5 7 would call 
them together again ſo ſoon as ever he ſhould receive Dire- 
ction from God what Xing to give them. 


— — 


CHAP. V. 


Saul declared King. Nabaſh beſieges Jabeſh. Saul re- 
hives it, and gives the Enemy a total Defeat. 


9 Here was one Kis, of the Tribe of Benjamin, a Man 
_ well-born and bred, that had a Son whole Name was 
Saul ; a Man of a proper, goodly Stature, and a Mind anſwer- 
able to the Graces of his Body. The Father took much Plea- 
ſure in a Breed of AM es he had, above all his other Beaſts ; 
and ſome of them being miſſing, he ſent his Son abroad, and 

one Servant with him, to look after them. When he had 
ſought, and enquired from one Tribe to another, without 
any Tidings of them, he put himſelf upon his Way home 
again, for Fear his Father ſnould be troubled to think what 
was become of him. As they were upon the Way near Ra- 
mah, the Servant told Sau/ that there was a famous Prophet 
liv'd there, and adviſed him to go and enquire of him, after 
the Aſſes. Ay, but ſays Saul, I have not wherewithal a- 
* bout me to gratify him for his Pains, for the Stock is all 
« ſpent that I brought out with me. The Servant told him, 
* That he himſelf had aQuarter-Sicle left yet; and he thought 
« that might be ſufficient;” not underſtanding that this was 
none of the Prophets that make aTrade of diſcovering Things 
loſt, for Money. So they went forward, and meeting ſeveral 


| Daraſels at the Gates of the Town going out to fetch Water, 


aſked them whercabouts the Prophet liv'd. They ſhew'd them 
the Houſe, and told them, That if they had any Buſineſs 
with him, they ſhould do well to make haſte, and get te 
* him before he went to Supper; for he had invited a great 
« Deal of Company that Night, and they ſtay'd only fer 
«* his coming, to take his Place with the reſt of his Gueſts.” 

Samuel had been cloſe at his Prayers the whole Day before, 
for Directions from God what King to ſet up; and he was 
anſwered, * That the next Day he ſhould receive his Order; 
« for there ſhould oome a Young Man to-him of the Tribe of 


* Benjamin, at _ lame Hour. Samuel ſat waiting in the 


- ww 4+ — „ — Be : Houſe 


— P — — 
— 


* 1 Sam. 9. 


* 


2 
24 
—U U— ñ—ͤͤ —- - 


** 8 * ae R 9 
8 WY 
I 4 
* 
y vis 


was upon the Point of being advanced from that Employ. 


and his Servant next him, giving Order to the Waiters to 


* Now, /ays Samuel, for the better Authority of what I tell 
you, ſatisfy yourſelf with this Token, you ſhall fall into 


Ten Are rr. Book Yr). 


Houſe all this while, in Expectation of this Benjamite, till 
the preciſe Hour was come, and then going down to Supper, 
there was Saul in his Way, whom he knew by an immediate 
Inſpiration to be the Petſon that was deſign'd for the Govern. 
ment. Saul went forwards toward Samuel, and with a fair 
Civility, told him he was a Stranger, and ſo deſir'd the Fa- 
vour of him to know where he might find the Prophet. Sa- 
muel's Anſwer was that he had found him already; and ſo 
taking him to Supper, he diſcover'd unto him not only that | 
the es he ſought for were all ſafe ; but that he himſelf 


rr 


ment to the higheſt Pitch of ſovereign Power. Alas! my 
« Lord, ſays Saul, T have no ſuch Thing in my Hope, or 
«© Thought, as you do me the Honour to imagine: Neither 
« am I of a Tribe, or Family that ſets up for Kings. It 
* looks as if you were not in earneſt, to put a Fancy in my | 
e Head of a Dignity ſo much above my Condition.” The 
Supper waited, and the Prophet took Saul, and placed him 
above the reſt of his Gueſts, (who were ſeventy in Number) 


bring Saul a Royal Meſs. There they fat till towards Bed- 
time, when the Company brake up, and every Man went 
to his own Home, ſaving only Saul and his Servant, who 
ſtay'd with the Prophet that Night. | 

* By Break of Day next Morning, Samuel call'd up his 
Gueſt, and ſet him onward of his Way, When they were 
gotten out of the City, he defir'd Saul to bid his Servant go 
a little before; for he had ſomewhat to ſay to him in private. 
He did ſo; and when the Prophet had him alone, he took 
out a Glaſs of Oil, and pouring it on his Head, he pronoun- 
ced, and ſaluted him King, upon that Anointing ; telling 
bim, That this Honour was done him in Expectation that 
« he ſhould protect the Hebrews, and do them Right upon 
cc the Phili/tines, for the Injuries had been put upon them. 


Company upon your Journey, with three Men going toBe- 
„ thel to worſhip : One of them carrying three Loaves ; the 
« ſecond a Kid, and the third a Bottle of Wine. They ſhall 
© treat you with Reſpect, and give you two of their Loaves, 
4 which you are to receive. You will then advance to the 
« Sepulchre of Rachel, where you ſhall meet the News of 


« your Aſs being found. After that, you will go to Gatatha, 
| | | and 
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« and join yourſelf to a Congregation of Prophets that you 
« ſhall find there, and by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
„yon yourſelf ſhall propheſie in Company with them, to 
« the Aſtoniſhment of all that ſhall fee and hear you: In- 
« ſomuch that People ſhall ſay among themſelves in Admi- 
« ration, how comes the Son of Kis to be found among the 
% Prophets? When this comes to paſs, you may conclude 
&« for a Certainty that the Hand of God is in it. You may 
go then to your Father, and your Kindred ; and when I 
&© ſend to you, come to me to Gilgal, where we may offer up 
ce our Prayers to God, with Sacrifices, and Thankſgiving.“ 
Upon theſe Words they parted, and Saul found every Cir- 
cumſtance in his Journey to fall out, as Samuel had foretold 
him. | 

Upon coming back to his Father's Houſe, his Kinſman 
Abner (for whom he had a very great Kindneſs and Eſteem) 
was mightily Inquiſitive into the Story of his late Adventure, 
and Sau! very frankly told him the whole Bus'neſs of his go- 
ing to the Prophet, and how he came to hear of his er 
again, but not one Word of his Elevation to the Throne, for 
fear, either of drawing an Envy upon him, if it ſhould be 
believ'd, or of incurring the Cenſure of a vain whimſical 
Man, if it ſhould be miſtruſted: So that though Abner was 
his ſingular Friend, and near Relation, yet conſidering that 
Men's Aﬀections are changeable, and Fleſh and Blood frail, 
he thought it ſafer, and more diſcreet, to reſerve himſelf up- 
on that Point; for Men do naturally caſt an evil Eye upon 
other Peoples Proſperity, in Preference to themſelves, even 
where the diſtinguiſhing Favour of God ſhews itſelf moſt res 
markably in the Bleſſing. The next Thing Samuel had to 
do, was to call tne People together; which he did, and they 

met at (a) Miſpah ; where, in a full Congregation he deli- 

vered himſelf to this Effect. | | 

J am no, by the Command, and in the Name of God, 
* to tell you, that it was he that deliver'd you out of your 
« XAgyptian Bondage, and again and again reſcu'd. you out 
* of the Hands of your Enemies, when they had you under 
© their Feet at Mercy. I am likewiſe to mind you of your 
* Contumacy and Ingratitude toward that God, in return 
« for all thoſe Mercies and Benefits: How you have, as 
© much as in you lay, depoſed him from his Authority over 
you, and rather choſen a Man of your own Make, and 
“ Frailty, then the Almighty Xing of Kings for your Gover- 
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ce nour; as if any Ruler would do better for you then he 
ce that made you: A King, that ſhall treat his Subjects like 
“ Beaſts, at Will and Pleaſure, and uſe them only as In- 
4 ſtruments and Miniſters of his Paſſions and Luſts. But 
« well! My Brethren, ſince you are unalterably determin'd 
© to have it ſo, and for the Sake of an inconſiderate Tranſ- 

& port of Levity to caſt off all Manner of Reverence for the 
4 Duties of Honour, Honeſty, and Conſcience : Since this, 
ST ſay, is your final Reſolution ; a King you ſhall have, 
te and therefore divide yourſelves into Tribes and Families, 
* and put it then to the Lot who ſhall be the Man.” They 
did fo, and the Lot of the Tribe fell upon Benjamin. That of 
the Families, upon Matri,; and in Concluſion, when they 


came to try it Man by Man, the Perſinal Lot fell upon Saul 


the Son of Kis: Who being made privy to all this before- 
hand, ſlipt out of the Way ſo ſoon as the Choice was over, 
that he might not be thought ambitious of the Honour. It 
was an Inſtance of great Modeſty and good Government in 
him, that being advanced from a private State to a ſove- 
reign Authority over a mighty Nation, he was not only, not 
vain, proud, and forward to ſhew himſelf upon the Promo- 


tion, but to avoid the Pomp, and Oſtentation of his new 


Dignity, he ſo induſtriouſly withdrew himſelf from the Eyes, 
and Acclamations of his own Subjects, that no Body knew 
where to find him ; whereas the hundreth Part of this Sur- 
prize would have turn'd the Brain of a Man leſs temperate, 
with Joy and Oſtentation. 
Upon Saul's not appearing, or rather upon his not being 
to be found, they were all at their Wit's end, what to do 
without him, and how to come at him : Till upon the Ap- 
plication of the Prophet for further Light and Direction, 
God was pleas'd to make known to him the Place where 
Saul lay conceal'd; whereupon, Samuel caus'd him imme- 
diately to be ſent for, and brought into the Field, where he 
was obſerved to be taller by the Head and Shoulders then 
the reſt of the People, and to have ſomewhat of a natural 
Majeſty in his very Perſon. 
Faul being thus produced, the prophet preſented him in 
Manner as follows, © Behold, ſays he, the King that God 
* hath given you, and you may read in the Excellency of 
his Perſon how well he is qualify'd for this Honour: The 
e People ſeconding this Recommendatign with Shouts and 
ce Acclamations, of [God ſave the King.] Samuel had com- 
mitted to Writing the Prediction of what would befal this 
People under a kingly Government, and read it over to them 


in 
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in the Hearing of Saul himſelf; depoſiting the Book at laſt 


in the Tabernacle of God, to remain as a Memorial to Poſte- 


rity of the Truth of all he foretold. 
This Solemnity being now over, Samuel diſcharged the 


Congregation, and went home himſelf to (a) Ramah ; and Saul, 


to (b) Gibeah, the Place where he was born. He was attended 
with a great Train of very good Men, that made their Court 
out of pure Loyalty, and Reſpect, to gratulate his Acceſſion 
to the Throne; but not without Mutineers, and Male-con- 
tents in Abundance, that out of Spite and Envy, made Sport 
of the whole Matter, behaving themſelves contemptuouſly, 
even toward the King himſelf, as well as his dutiful Followers, 
and without any Preſents or Gratulations to bid him wel- 


come to his Dignity. | 


* By the Time that Sau! had been a Month in the Exerciſe 
of his Authority, there fell out a War with Nahafh, the King 
of the Ammonites, which redounded very much to his Honour. 
This Nahaſh had committed ſeveral Outrages upon the 
Jeus beyond Jordan, breaking in upon them, and deſtroying 
their Country and their Cities with a numerous, and a pow- 
erful Army; and it was not enough neither, to make Slaves 
of them at preſent, by Force, unleſs they might be put out 
of all Poſſibility alſo, by Stratagem and Cunning, of ever re- 
covering their Freedom. Now the Invention was this ; 
they pluck'd out the Right Eyes of all they got into their 
Power, whether by Force or by Treaty; ſo that they muft 
either loſe the Uſe of the Buckler that cover'd the Left Eye, 
or the Benefit of having any Eyes at all. 

When Nahaſh had gone this Way to work with the Peo- 
ple beyond Jordan, he marched with his Army on the fame De- 
ſign to the Country of the Gileadites, and fo to Jabeſh, the 
Capital City of the Province, and there encamp'd. From 
hence he ſent a Summons to the Inhabitants, either to deli- 
ver up the Town, and ſubmit to the Loſs of their Right Eyes, 
or otherwiſe to ſtand the uttermoſt Peril of Fire and Sword; 
leaving it at their Choice, either to compound for a Part, 
or torun the Hazard of the whole, Life and all. The Men 
of Jabeſh were now at a ſtand, whether to give a tame, or a 


reſolute Anſwer: But upon Conſideration, they divided the 


Buſineſs, and the Return was this. They deſired only 
ven Days Liberty, to ſend to their Friends and Allies for 
* Relief: And if nene came within that Compaſs of Time, 
| Bb 2 Ty they 


(a) Aramatha. Joſ. (5) Gabatha. Joſ. See Berkelius upon Steph. 
rant. v. Gabatle. K Sam. 11. 
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they promiſed to render themſelves up to the Enemy upon 


their own Terms, otherwiſe to fight it out. Nahaſh had fo 


mean an Opinion of theſe People, that he made no Difficul- 


ty at all of complying with their Conditions. 

VU Upon this Criſis, they poſted away Expreſſes to all their 
Friends up and down for immediate Succour, with an Ac- 
count of the Straits they were in, under the Menaces of a 
powerful Enemy. The miſerable: Diſtreſs of their Conditi- 
on drew Tears and Pity, wherever they came, but not a 


Creature durſt ſo much as wag to help them. And it was 
the ſame Thing with the People of the Metropolis allo, where 


Saul kept his Reſidence, as it was in other Places : But he 
having been abroad, and upon coming to Town again, find- 
ing the People under ſo diſmal Conſternation, he fell inſtant- 
ly upon ſifting and enquiring, and from the Couriers that. 
brought the News, he got the whole Story. | 

While Things were in this deſperate Extremity, the Spi- 
rit of God came upon Saul, who in the Heat of this Impulſe, 
ſent ſome of the Meſſengers back again to the Men of Jabeſb, 
with an Aſſurance, that in three Days they ſhould be re- 
liev'd ; the Enemy beaten by Break of Day; and that the 
Riſing Sun ſhould ſee them totally routed and deſtroy'd ; and 
the wretched Citizens ſafe againſt any further Danger. Some 


he diſpatcht away with this Meſſage ; others he kept for | 


Guides, to conduct him the right Way upon his March to his 
Journey's End. | . 


— 


— — — — 


CHAT 


Saul gets an Army together ; Routs Nahaſh; and is a | 


Second time Anomted, and Declar'd King. 


AU L, being now ftraiten'd in Time, and the People back- 

ward enough to the War, bethought himſelf of an Inven- 
tion how he might both quicken, and encourage them; ma- 
King account that in ſome Caſes, Men will do more for fear 
of Loſs, then for the Love of Virtne : So that he firſt cut-off 
the Legs of his own Oxen, and then publiſh'd a Declaration, 


that whoever ſhould fail of appearing the next Day in Arms, 


at the River Jordan, and thence to follow him and Samuel, 
whereſoever they ſhould lead them, he ſhould have his Oxen 
ſerv'd after the ſame Manner. This ſucceeded fo well, that 
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for fear of incurring the Penalty, there was gotten together 
at the preciſe Time a Body of ſeven Hundred Thouſand fight- 
ing Men, as appear'd upon a Review near the City of Balam, 
where they had their Rendezvous not reckoning ſeventy 
Thouſand Men more, of the Tribe of Judah. With this 
Army they paſs'd the Jordan, and after a March of about 
ten Schæni that Night; they poſſeſs'd themſelves of the Ground 
that Sau! had pitch'd upon, before Sun-riſe next Morning, 
From this Place they brake in upon the Enemy, Front, Flank, 


and Rear, in three Diviſions, by a moſt unexpeRed Surprize, 


cutting them down on all Hands with a dreadful Slaughter. 


The Ammonites, in fine, were totally routed ; their King 
| Nahaſh among others lain in the Battle, and the Hebrews re- 


maining Maſters of the Field, with an entire Victory. This 
glorious Action gave Saul a mighty Reputation, both for his 
Valour and Conduct; inſomuch that it brought his very Ene- 
mies over to him; and thoſe that betwixt Envy, Hatred, and 


Contempt, could not before afford him a good Word, were 


now the Men that paid him the greateſt Honour, and cry'd 
Him up to the Skies for the braveſt, and the beft of Gover- 
nours. For he did not ſtop, they ſaid, at the Relief, and De- 
iiverance of Jabeſh, but carry'd-on a War againſt the Ammo- 
nites ; laid waſte their Country; enrich'd his Army with the 


| Spoil, and brought off the People ſafe and victorious to their 


own Homes again. 8 
Neither did the Multitude forget to celebrate themſelves 

all this while, for the notable Expedient of fancying a Xing: 
for they look'd upon Saul to be the People's King, and conſe- 
quently their Inſtrument: So that whatever he did, they took 
it virtually to be their own Act. Where are thoſe buſie 
Fellows, they cry'd, that were ſo fierce againſt our having 
%a King? Why are not thoſe Traitors to their Country 
« ſ{ton'd, or made Examples of? At this Rambling-rate of 
Outrage and Extravagance, they went roaring up and down, 
(after the Humour of the Rabble, that judge of every Thing 
by the Event) till Saul interpoſed with an Oath, that he 
would not ſuffer any Thing fo derogatory to the Occaſion, 
as the confounding of God's Mercies, with human Paſſions; 
by polluting a Day of Victory over their Enemies with the 
Blood of their Friends. He put a Complement however up- 
on the good Intention of a laudable Zeal, but till adjuring 
them to lay aſide all Animoſities and Grudges, and to join 
all as one Man in the Dedication of that bleſſed Day wholly 
to Joy and Thankſgiving. | 

— | B b 3 When 
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a When. Matters had proceeded thus far, Samuel adviſed 
the calling of another Aſſembly to ratify and eſtabliſh Sau! 
in the Right and Poſſeſſion of the Throne. So the Conven- 
tion was appointed, and met at Gilgal, where Saul was a- 
gain anointed, and proclaimed King a ſecond Time, in the 
Sight and Hearing of all the People. Thus was the Republican 
State of the Hebrews tranſlated to a Monarchy : The Form 
of the Government, military and civil, under Moſes and his 
Succeſſor Zoſhua, was an Optimacy, or Ariſtocracy: And for 
2 Matter of eighteen Years after that, it was no better then 
a direct Anarchy, without any Order at all; but returning 
to their old Way again, of chuſing ſome eminent Perſon, 
whom they found moſt competent for the Function: The 
Sovereignty was lodg'd in Magiſtnates, under the Name of 
Judges, and there it continued ſo long as the Adminiſtrati- 
on laſted, 3 | 
The Aſſembly being by this Time ready to break up, 
Samuel apply'd himſelf in a Diſcourſe to them, by Way of 
Appeal, to this Effect. I do adjure you, ſays Samuel, in 
& the Name of the Great God of your Forefathers, that gave 
ce them thoſe incomparable Brothers, Moſes and Aaron, for 
E their. Rulers and Guides, and deliver'd them out of the 
<© Bondage of Egypt, to give me a true Anſwer now, in the 
& Preſence of the King, without any Reſtraint or Fear, Ten- 
« derneſs or Reſpe&t, to ſome few Queſtions that I ſhall aſk 
£ you. Can you, or any of you, charge me with ſo much 
te as one ſingle Act of Corruptign, Partiality, or Injuſtice, 
© in my whole Adminiſtration : Whoſe Ox, whoſe Sheep, 
ce or whoſe Aſs have I taken? Not but that Preſents of 
& Good-will in the Matter of Neceſſaries for Life, may 
© be received, without either Crime, or Scandal. Yet give 
« me Leave to ſay again, if you can lay any Thing of this 
£ Kind to my Charge, let it be done, and do not ſpare me.“ 
Upon this, the whole Multitude acquitted him with one 
Voice, to all Manner of Purpoſes ; declaring unanimouſly, 
that his Government had been faultleſs, and according to 
the ſtricteſt Rules of Piety and Juſtice. 
< Well! fays Samuel, I am glad of your Acknowledgment 
ec here before the King, that you have no Cauſe of Complaint 
& againſt me. I wiſh I could fay as much for you too; for 
to deal freely, you have been mightily to blame. What 
© ſhould you chuſe another King for, after the Experience of 
c ſomany ſignal Mercies, and miraculous Deliverances, while 
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© you were under God's Protection, and own'd him for your 
&« Governour. You have forgotten the Story of your Fore- 
« father Jacob's coming into Egypt, only with ſeventy Men 
„ in his Train, and purely for Want of Bread; how God pro 
« yided for them, and by his Bleſſing how they increaſed and 
« multiplied. You have forgotten the Slavery and Oppreſſign 
« they groaned under, till upon their Cries and Supplicati- 
« ons for Relief, God reſcu'd them himſelf without the Help 
&«& of Kings, by the Hands of Moſes and Aaron, who brought 
« you out of Egypt into the Land you are now poſſeſs'd of. 
«© How can you be ſo ungrateful now, after ſo many Bleſ- 
& ſingsand Benefits received, as to depart from the Reverence, 
% and Allegiance you own to ſo powerful, and ſo merciful a 
& Protector! How often have you been deliver'd up into the 
«© Hands of your Enemies for your Apoſtaſy and Diſobedience, 
ce and as often afterward reſtor'd to God's Favour, and your 
Liberty, upon your Humiliation and Repentance ! Who 
vas it but God that gave you Victory, firſt over the A/fjy- 
e rians, and then over the Ammonites, and the Moabites, and 
& laſt of all, over the Philiſtines? Not by the Influence and 
4 Direction of Kings, but under the Conduct of Fephthah and 
& Gideon. What Madneſs has poſſeſs'd you then, to abandon 
% a heavenly Governour for an earthly ! But however, to 
ce gratify your Aſking ; a King you would have, and a King 
“ you have, whom I have only miniſterially declar'd, accord- 
« ing to the overruling Order and Appointment of God. 
gut to ſhew you now, by an infallible Token from Hea- 
“ ven, that God is highly offended at this Importunity of 
& yours, for an Alteration of your Government, I do now 
«© beg from Heaven, as a Sign that I ſpeak Truth, and that 
© God is infinitely diſpleaſed with you, that ſuch a Tempeſt 
% may fall now, as in the Middle of Summer; never was 
% heard of before in this Quarter.” This Word was no ſooner 
out, but there follow'd ſo outrageous a Storm of Thunder, 
Lightning, and Hail, that it look'd as if the Day of Judg- 
ment had been come, and frighted the Congregation imme- 
diately to their Prayers, that God would forgive them the 
Sins, both of their Iniquity, and of their Ignorance ; deſiring 
the Prophet alſo, out of his fatherly Tenderneſs, to join with 
them in his Mediation to God for their Pardon, for this laſt, 
as well as for former Tranſgreſſions. Samuel promiſed them 
his Interceſhon, and not without Hope of obtaining Mercy 
for them: But at the ſame Time gave them a ſtrict Charge, 
to lead ſober, virtuous Lives, and never to forget the Miſe- 
* ries and Calamitics that had befallen them for departing 
; | B b 4 1 « from 
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„ from theiy Duties; and to bear likewiſe in perpetual Me- 


et mory, the Miracles that God hath wrought in their Favour; 


„ and the Laws delivered by him to his Servant Moſes ; and 
* this to do, as they had any Conſideration, either for the 


«© Well-being of their Xing, or of themſelves : Upon the pe- 
“ nalty, as he foretold them, of a certain Ruin both to the 
* one, and to the other, if they acted contrary to what he 


f had preſcribed.” And fo with this ſecond Confirmation 


of Saul in his Government, the Aſſembly was diſmiſs'd. 


— — 


— . 3 


G 


Saul incurs God's Diſpleaſure, Jonathan obtains a glo. 


rious Victory over the Philiſtines. Saul makes a raſh 
Vow, His Children, and bis mighty Power. 


P 8 AUL being now ſettled, and confirm'd in the Poſſeſſion 


of his Royal Dignity, made a Call of three Thouſand 


Choice Men out of the whole Body of his People. Two Thirds 


of them he took with him to Bethel, where he kept his Reſi- 


dence, for the Guard of his Perſon ; and the other Thouſand ' 
he order'd to attend his Son Jonatban, whom he ſent to Gi- 


beah : With which Party, Jonathan reduced a Caſtle, not far 
from thence, and belonging to the Phili/tines. Now the Phi- 


liſtines thereabouts, wherever they got the better of the Fews, 
did not only diſarm them, but forbad them the Exerciſe of 


any Trade that wrought in Iron: So that far the very Jron- 


work of their Ploughs, Spades, Mattocks, and other domeſtick 


Neceſlaries, they were fain to have Recourſe ſtill to Phili/tine- 
Workmen to ſupply them. They took Care allo to ſecure all 
Paſles, fortify all tenable Towns, and to furniſh them with 
Men and Munition. The News of this Baffle was receiv'd 
by the Phili/tines with all the Indignation and Contempt 
imaginable ; and preſently they drew an Army into the 
Field of three Hundred Thouſand Foot, thirty Thouſand 
Chariots, and ſix Thouſand Horſe, and pitched their Tents 


at Michmaſh. So ſoon as the Tidings of this Preparation 


came to Saul's Earg he went to.G:/gal, and ſent his Meſſen- 
gers, and Proclamations, every-where up and down to ſum- 
mon all his People that had any Regard for the Liberties of 
1 ä * 1 their 
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their Country, to take up Arms againſt the Phi/iſtines ; ma- 
king them much leſs conſiderable then in Truth they were, 
both for Numbers, and military Prowefs. But when Saul's 
People came to underſtand, upon the Certainty of better In- 
telligence, the full State and Strength of the Enemy, there 
paſt a panick Terror quite through the whole Body of them, 
to ſuch a Degree, that they fled every way up and down, 
ſkulking and ſcowring, as in a Rout; ſome into Vaults, and 
Caves, and other naſty Hiding-places ; but the greater Part 
of them made over the Jordan for Shelter, and Conceal- 
ment, among the Tribes of Cad and Reuben. 

While Things were in this Hurry and Confuſion, Saul ſent 
for the Prophet to adviſe with, upon the preſent Juncture: 
Who made him this Return, That he ſhould continue where 
«© he was; get Sacrifices in Readineſs; and that at the End 
of ſeven Days, he himſelf would be with him, when they 
„ would offer them up, and ſo advance to give the Enemy 
« Battle.” Saul waited out his Time, but moſt unhappily 
fail'd in another Article of his Commiſſion ; for the Prophet, 
he thought, was long a-coming, and his Men perpetually de- 
ſerting him, he offer'd-up the Sacrifice without attending any 
further for Samuel. The Ceremony was no ſooner over, but 
Word was brought that the Prophet was come; and Saul 
immediately, as upon a Point of Honour and Reſpect, went 
out to meet him. When Samuel came to underſtand what 
had paſs'd, he told Saul that he had done very unadviſedly 
in not keeping to his Inſtruftions, and in taking ſo raſhly 
upon himſelf the Office of delivering up the Prayers and Sa- 
crifices that God had appointed on the Behalf of the People, 
in his Abſence. Saul excuſed it, that he had attended fo ma-; 
ny Days according to his Order; but that the Enemy's leav- 
ing Michmaſh, and marching directly towards Gilgal, had fo 
frighted his Men, that he was under an abſolute Neceſſity 
in all Haſte to offer-up the Sacrifice before his People had 
quite forſaken him. Well! ſays the Prophet, it would have 
been better for you to have follow'd my Direction, which 
*« was effectually a Meſſage to you from God himſelf, then 
« ſo heedleſly to incur the Cenſure of fo dangerous a Con- 
* tempt : For, in ſhort, your Obedience would have ſecured _ 
the Government to yourſelf, and your Poſterity.” Upon 
this Reproof, the Prophet left him, and went his way home 
again, highly unſatisfy'd with what had been done. Saul, af- 
ter this, with fix Hundred Men only, and his Son Jonathan, 
marched to Gibeab, the greater Part of his People unarm'd 
100; for there was little Iron in that Country; and = 


* 
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of the Hebrews permitted to exerciſe the Trade of Armo- - 


rers, as we have ſaid already. 
The Phili/tines divided their Army into three Bodies, and 


ſo marched three ſeveral Ways into the Cauatry of the Ze. 


zreus, where they ravag'd and deſtroy? all the Way they 
went. Saul and his Son, with Abial de High-Prieſt (of 
the Houſe of £/;) helpleſly looking on- 2h an Eminence 
near hand, but in no Condition (to their infinite Anke) 


of giving them any Relief. 
* Fonathan was ſo tranſported with the spectacle of this 


© Cattrage, that he took his Armour-bearer aſide upon it, and 


t a ſhort Queſtion to him how far he would ſtand by him 
in a bold and generous Enterprize, for the ſaving of his 
Country? His Anſwer was, (and he bound it with an Oath 
too) that let the Hazard be what it would, he would die at 


his Feet. Now the Plot was this, That Jonathan and his 


Armour-bearer ſhould convey themſelves ſecretly into the 


Enemy's Camp, and try what they could do to put them 


into a Tumult and Confuſion. So they went away down 
the Hill toward the Enemy's Quarter, being poſted in a crag- 
ay Place that ran- out at Length into three Angles, encom- 
paſs'd every-where with Rocks, that were as good as Ram- 
arts, to keep off an Enemy. The Place was ſo ſtrong of 
itſelf, that there hardly needed any Guard to defend it; the 


Paſſage to it being not only difficult, but dangerous, and 


within a little of inacceſſible, As they two were upon the 


Wiay, Jonathan told his Armour-bearer, for his Comfort 
and Encouragement : © If, ſays he, they diſcover us, and 
© call out to us to come-up, you may depend upon it that 


„we ſhall certainly ſucceed ; but if they ſay nothing at all, 
« we muſt content ourſelves to go back again as we 
41680 came.“ 

When they were come within a.very little of the Enemy's 
Camp, the Phili/tines got Sight of them, and made Sport of 
it from one to another, how the Hebrews were-come creep- 
ing out of their Holes and Burrows; calling-out to Jonathan 
and his Companion, to come-up to them, and take the Re- 


ward of their Impudence : Theſe Words were look'd upon 


by Jonathan as a molt auſpicious Preſage of Victory; and 
ſo they went from one Side of the Rock to the other, where 
the very Situation was look'd upon to be Defence ſufficient 
without a Guard. They made a hard Shift however with 


Ng: and clambering, to mount the Rock, though with 
infinite 


— 
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infinitesToil and Difficulty ; and from thence ſlipt-in upon 
the Enemy at unawares ; cutting-off a Matter of twenty of 
them in their Sleep. The Alarum the Enemy took upon 
this aſtoniſhing Surprize, put the whole Army into ſuch a 
Terror, and Conſternation, that ſome threw down their 
Arms, and made the beſt Shift they could to fave them- 
ſelves by Flight; others (being of ſeveral Nations) fell foul 
one upon another among themſelves, not knowing Friends 
and Foes. aſunder. Some were forc'd into Rivers, and 
down Precipices, and into the Certainty of Death, to avoid 
the very Fear of it: Others, as it happens commonly in Tu- 
mults, were trod to Death in the Croud, tumbling one over 
another. | | | | 

- By this Time the King had Intelligence brought him by 
his Scouts, that the Army of the Philiſtiues were all in an 
Uproar ; and the firſt Thing he did was to enquire if any of 
his own People were miſſing, and Word ſoon after brought 
him, that Jonathan and his Armour-bearer were not to be 
found. Upon this Information, he appointed the High- 
Prieſt to put on his Sacerdotal Ve/tments with his Ephod, and 
to conſult God about the Event of this Action. He did ſo, 
and brought him for Anſwer, That God would make him 
victorious, to the utter Confuſion of his Enemies: W here- 
upon Saul drew out immediately, and preſs'd-in upon the 
Philiſtines, while they were in Diſorder, and falling Pell- 
Mell one upon another. The Rumour of this fatal Diſtra- 
ction was made publick every-where, and came at laſt to the 
Ears of the fugitive Hebrews in their very Dens and Caverns. 
Upon this Intelligence, they fally'd out from their ſeveral 
Retreats, to the Number of ſome ten Thouſand Men in the 
whole, and preſs'd fo hard upon the Phili/tines, that they 
had the Chace, and the Execution of them at Pleaſure. But 
the Xing, after all this, was ſo unhappy yet as to commit a 
great Overſight in the very Courſe of his Succeſſes, whether 
out of an Impotency of Mind under fo ſurpriſing a Joy, (as 
that's a common Caſe) or out of Inadvertancy, is not the 
Queſtion. But ſo it was, that Saul, in the vindictive Reſo- 
lution of making but one Work of a total Extirpation of 
the Philiſtines, pronounced a heavy Curſe upon that He- 
brew, whoever he were, that ſhould preſume, barely to in- 
termit the Slaughter and Purſuit of the Enemy, though but 
by eating or drinking any Thing before the Night parted 
them. Soon after tt denouncing of this Malediction, Jona- 


| than had the Hap, paſſing through a Wood of the Ephraimites 
| ; | where 
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where there were Bees, to find the Droppings of ſome Ho- 
ney. He took a Comb, and ſuck'd it, knowing nothing as 
yet of his Father's Vow, and the Solemnity of the Peoples 
* Conſent to it; but when they came afterward to admoniſh, 
and inform him of the Malediction, with all the Circum- 
ſtances, Jonathan gave over eating, and not without ſome 


Reflection upon the Temerity of the Vow : © For, /ays he, 


& when Men are ſpent and weary, a little Refreſhment 
& would have enabled them to go through with their Work, 
4 with more Alacrity and Vigour.” | 

After the Slaughter of a great many Thouſands of the 
Phili/tines, upon the Place, the Hebrews came back at Night 
to the Rifling of the Camp ; where, beſide other Booty, they 
took a World of Cattle, which they kill'd as they had Occa- 
fion ; dreſſing, and eating them with the Blood in them. 
This being an Offence againſt their Law, the Scribes imme- 
diately complain'd of it to the Xing, who preſently com- 
manded a huge Stone to be ſet up in the Middle of the 
Field; ordering the Beaſts to be kill'd upon that Stone, and 
the Fleſh not to be caten till it ſhould be firſt purg'd of the 
Blood; for that it was an Abomination in the Sight of God. 
This Decree was readily obey'd, and ſo Saul erected an Al- 
far (the firſt Altar of his ſetting-up) and offer'd Sacriſices 
upon it, | | 
| 2 — Saul's Heart being mightily ſet upon a full and final 
Extermination of the Phzli/tenes, he thought it highly adviſ- 
able, without giving the Enemy any Time for the Recovery 
of their broken Strength and Courage, to follow the Blow a- 
gainſt the miſerable Remainder of thoſe that ſcap'd, that 
very Night; and he was ſure of the Hearts and Hands of 
the Soldiers along with him toall Purpoſes. But however, 
before he would attempt any Thing further upon the Ruins 
of their ſcatter'd Troops, he appointed the High-Prieſt Ar- 
chitob to conſult the Will of God upon the Iſſue of this En- 
terprize ; who return'd Anſwer to the King upon his Appli- 
cation, that the Oracle was ſilent. Well! (/ays Saul) It 
* is not for nothing that God keeps himſelf thus upon the 
< Reſerve on this Occaſion, who has been formerly ſo gra- 
“é cious as to prevent our very Requeſts, by granting them 
ce before-hand; and therefore there mult be ſome ſecret My- 
“e ſtery of Iniquity in this Matter, to draw his Diſpleaſure 
c upon us: So that I am reſolved to ſift it out; and by that 
« Holy God, I ſwear, if T ſhould find even my Son Janathan 
* himſelf to be the guilty Perſon, his Life ſhould _—__ 
| or't, 
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« for't, with no more Concern te me, then if he were a 
« Stranger.” The Multitude were one and all for putting of 
it to the Teſt, and immediately thereupon, Saul order'd the 
People to keep together as they were, himſelf and his Son 
ſtanding apart, and ſo try the Iſſue by Lots. The Lot fal- 
ling upon Jonathan, his Father bad him bethink himſelf, 
what ill Thing he had done that he could charge upon his 
Conſcience. ** Truly, /ays he, I know nothing more then 
« this: That Yeſterday, upon the Purſuit of the Enemy, I 
ce taſted a little Honey, knowing nothing at all of any De- 
© cree of yours to the contrary.” *©* Why then, /ays Saul, 
cc hit h another Oath, You ſhall die for't; for the Reverence 
6 have for my Vow, is more to me then all the Kindred 
& and Tenderneſs in Nature.“ The Young Man was not at 
all daunted with the Apprehenfion of Death; but with a 
brave and generous Reſolution, he told his Father, that he 
did not deſire to be forgiven ; for“ That Death, /ays he, 
„ ſhall, be welcome to me, that acquits my Father of the 
“ Obligation of a Religious Vow, and only befals me in 
ce Conſequence of ſo glorious a Victory, to him that gave 
«© me my Being. I have liv'd long enough, ſince I have liv'd 
c to ſee the Pride and Inſolence of the Philiſtines brought 
e down by the Hebrews ; which will ſerve me for a Conſo- 
lation, in all my other Sufferings.” The whole Multitude 
was ſo charm'd with the Piety and Bravery of the Young 
Man, that in an Extaſy of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, they 
took him away out of the Hands of his incenſed Father, with 
an Oath, that © They would not ſuffer a Hair of that Per- 
« ſon's Head to be touch'd, who had been ſo inſtrumental 
« in that Victory, to the Preſervation of them all. Only 
ce they beſought God to forgive him for what he had done 
© amils,” = | 5: 

After the Slaughter of a Matter of ſixty Thouſand of the 
Enemy, Saul returned to his own Home, and reigned very 
happily, acquitting himſelf with great Reputation in all his 
Military Adventures againſt the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
the Philiſtines, the Edomites, and the King of (a) Zoba. 
He had three Sons, Fonathan, Foſhua, and Melchi-ſhui, and 
two Daughters, Merab the Elder, and the Name of the 
other was Michal. Abner, the Son of Saul's Uncle Wer, 
was the General of his Army. Wer and Kißb, the Father of 
Saul, were Brethren, and the Sons of Abiel. He had a migh- 
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ty Strength in Chariots and Horſemen, and ſtill came off vi. 
ctorious, what Enemy ſoever he had to do withal. He ad- | 
vanced the Hebrews, in fine, to the higheſt Degree of Glory, 
Hr their martial Exploits, and made them formidable to all 
their Neighbours, taking particular Care in the Choice of his 
Guards, not to have any about him but the goodlieſt Per- 


fons, for Make, Stature, and Vigour of Body, that he could ; 

pick up out of his Dominions. | / 

| k 
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\ A OY t 

| 8 t. 

CHAP, VIII. 2 

| : | : | V 

God commands Saul to extirpate the Amalekites: But 4 

taking King Agag Priſoner, and keeping him alive, 0 

he is caſt-off for his Diſobedience. Fe 

+ A this Time, Samuel came to Saul, by the ſpecial Di- tl 

(0 rection and Appointment of God, with a certain Meſ- 4 

ſage to him; which was, © To put him in mind, who it was 3 
& that advanced him above his Fellows to be a Xing, and of 

cc his Duty to the King of Kings that made him ſo; for " 

4c though he was a Ruler over the People, it was yet but in 0 

* Subordination to the Sovereign Ruler of the Univerſe : 1: 

© And he had in Charge, he /aid, to tell him further; that i 
< whereas the Amalehites had been great Perſecutors of the 

& Hebrews, in the Wilderneſs, upon coming out of AÆgyp- ” 

te into the Land which they then poſſeſs'd; it was therefore 11 


ic the Will of God that he ſhould declare a War againſt them, 
& and that upon ſubduing them by Arms, he ſhould not 
cc ſpare ſo much as one living Soul, Man, Woman, or Child: 1 
% Nay, that he ſhould deſtroy the very Sheep and Oxen, — 
ce and every Thing elſe that belonged to them, as well as N 
ce the People, without making Profit of the Spoil, or ſeizing b : 
« any Part of the Booty to himſelf; for all their Goods and wt | 
Y ce Poſſeſſions were to be dedicated to God in one common 7 
e Sacrifice: The very Name of Amalck, according to what * 
a Moſes had order'd, to be razed out of the Hiſtory of Man- f 7 
« Kind; and all this, as a juſt Vengeance for former Inju- y 


&« ries and Oppreſſions, as above.” | * 
Samuel's Inſtructions, were peremptory and ſtri&, and Saul, . 7 
on the other Hand, was as frank of his Promiſes to obſerve — 


them 
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them all to a Title, and to ſhewghis Readineſs, not only 
to do as he was bid, but to put his Orders alſo in Execution 
without Delay. The next Thing Saul had to do, after this, 
was the drawing of his Men together ; which upon a Review 
at Gilgal, he found to be ſome forty T houſand, beſide the 
Tribe of Judah; which muſter'd thirty Thouſand Men of 
War itſelf. With this Army, Saul brake in upon the Ama 
lekites, diſpoſing of his Ambuſhes upon the Paſſes of the 
Woods, and the Rivers, in ſuch.Manner, that the Enemy 
could hardly wag without Danger of a Surprize. But from 
this inſidiary Way of Skirmiſhing, it came, in a ſhort Time, 
to a capital Battle; wherein the Amalekites were routed, 
and betwixt thoſe that fell in the Combat, and thoſe that 
were cut off upon the Purſuit, the whole Body was ſo totally 
deſtroy'd, that there were ſcarce enow left to carry the News 
of the Defeat. | | | 
After this Overthrow of their Army, according to what 
God had foretold, Saul's next Work was io attack them in 
their Walled Towns, and ſtrong Holds. Some they took by 
Siege, and Approach; others, by Engines, Stratagem, Mines, 
Starving, &c. Till in the End, carrying all before them, this 
Outrage concluded in an univerſal Slaughter of Men, Wo- 
men and Children. For they look'd upon nothing to be 
cruel, or inhumane, that was done either in a juſt War, or 
in Obedience to a Divine Command, which would have been 
dangerous to diſpute, | | ' 
In this diſmal Calamity, Agag, the King himſelf was 
taken Priſoner, who was ſo goodly a Figure of a Man, that 
Faul, even for the Sake of his Perſon, reſolved to fave him: 
in which unwarrantable Diſpenſation, he did but indulge a 
natural Infirmity at his own Peril, and in Oppoſition to the 
| expreſs Command of God. For the Amalekites had made 
themſelves fo abominable in the Sight of Heaven, that God's 
Wrath deſcended to their very Children, in which Caſe, 
Nature itſelf would have excus'd a Tenderneſs, if there had 
been any Room left for Mercy. But ſo it was, that Saul kept 
Agag alive to gratifie his Fancy, in Contradiction to his 
Duty; and in ſo doing, he laid the Foundation of all the A 3 
Miſeries that afterwards enſued to the Hebrews. The People 3 = 
fell into the ſame Iniquity alſo with their Xing, in driving I 3 
away the Amalekites Flocks, and Herds, and converting to 
their own Uſe, the Pillage of Money and Goods, and the 
beſt of every Thing; which was all contrary to God's poſitive 
Order; and in fine, only deſtroying what was got wages 
| | | e 
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the ſaving. In this Expedition, Sau! over-ran the whole 


Country, from Peluſium, on the Borders of AÆgypt, to the 
Red-Sea, and laid it all waſte, leaving only the Sichemites in 


the Land of Midian untouch'd : Saul! having precautioned 


them before the War, not to join Intereſts with the Amale- 
kites, but rather to get ſomewhere out of the Way, without 
involving themſelves in the Fatality of a judicial Ruin that 
attended them. Now the Hebrews had a particular Kind- 
neſs for theſe People, upon the Account of ancient Affi- 


nity ; for out of them came Raguel, the Father-in-Law of 


Moſes. | 

Upon the Credit of this glorious Exploit, away went Saul 
to his own Home again, mightily ſatisfy'd in Appearance to 
all Manner of Purpoſes; both in his Honour, and in his 


Conſcience, as if he had not only done the great Work of 


ſubduing the Enemy, but kept himſelf to his Commiſſion 
too, in a punctual Obedience to his Inſtructions. But the 
King's ſparing of Agag, and the Peoples making Profit of 


the Spoil, being two Articles ſo expreſly forbidden in Saul's 


Commiſſion, gave great Offence : And it would have been 
Jook'd upon as an unpardonable Contempt, even toward a 
Temporal Prince, not to allow him that gives the Victory, 
a Right, and Title to order and diſpoſe the Iſſue of it as he 
pleaſes. Upon this Way of Proceeding in Saul, according 
to his own Humour, without any Regard to the Tye of a 
known Duty obliging him to the contrary, God was pleaſed 
to declare himſelf to the Prophet, that it now repented him 
of ſetting up Saul to be King ; for his Bus'neſs was, he ſaw, 
to do what he had a Mind to do, not what he was com- 
manded to do. This Revelation put Samuel in the greateſt 
Confuſion, and Anxiety of Thought imaginable ; inſomuch 
that he ſpent the whole Night following in fervent Prayers 
and Interceſſions to God for Sax/'s Pardon: To all which 
Importunities he receiv'd this ſhort, and final Anſwer, © That 
it was no longer Lenity, but Facility, and a miſtaken Mer- 
« cy, upon any Mediation whatſoever, to paſs over Faults of 
* ſuch a Quality as to make the pardoning of one Offence 


« a manifeſt Encouragement to the committing of another.” | 


When Samuel found that God was not to be prevail'd 
withal, on Saul's Behalf, he went his way next Morning 
to him at Gilgal : Where the Xing had him no ſooner in 


his Eye, but he ran preſently to him, with open Arms, em- 
bracing, and ſaluting him, with a gratulatory Thankſpiv- 


ing in his Mouth, for the late Victory, which God had given 
ih ; ; | . them, 
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them, telling him withal, that for the Order of the Affairs 
every Thing was done according to his Direction. © If it be 
« ſo, ſays Samuel, what meaneth this bleating of the Sheep in 
& my Ears, and the lowing of the Oxen, which I hear inthe 
« Camp?” The King told him, * thoſe were only ſome Beaſts 
the People had reſerv'd for Sacrifices: And then for the 
ee Amalekites, he had deſtroy'd them all but one Man, whom 
« he kept a Priſoner till he might have Advice what ſhould 
« be done with him.” Samuel's Anſwer was, © That God 
c took no Delight in Yacrifices, but in the Righteouſneſs of 
ce good and juſt Men: That is to ſay, of ſuch as obſerve his 
ce holy Will, and keep his Commandments ; accounting 
«© nothing to be well done, but what is done in Conformity 
ce to his ſacred Pleaſure. God doth not conſider the Sacri- 
ce fice, but the Obedience, and without that true and only Sa- 
'« crifice, the Fat of Beaſts, and the Oblation of Gold and Sil- 
ce yer, are but ſuch Oſtentations of a falſe Piety, as he neither 
& requires, nor will accept of: But as to them on the other 
„ Side that take Delight in his Commandments, and keep his 
% Precepts in Mind, and will rather die then depart from 
% them, God exacts no Sacrifices at their Hands: But what- 
<« ever they offer, let it be never ſo mean and poor, the In- 
« tegrity of the Heart gives it a Recommendation beyond all 
% the Pomp and Vanity under the Heavens. 
IJ am to tell you now, ſays Samuel, that you are fall'n 
«© under God's heavy Diſpleaſure for the Contempt of his 
«© Commandments. What will you be able to ſay for your- 
„ ſelf, when he ſhall call you to an Account for reſerving- 
© that for a Sacrifice, which God had expreſly commanded 
* ſhould be wholly deſtroy'd ? Unleſs you look upon deſtroy- 
jag and facrificing to be one and the ſame Thing. For this 
* Diſobedience you are now condemn'd to the Loſs of your 
* Kingdom, and of that Power which you have moſt dan- 
** gerouſly abuſed, to the Diſhonour of the Sovereign Au- 
* thor of your Promotion.” Sau could not in his Conſcience 
but confeſs himſelf guilty, and own that he had done grie- 
vouſly amiſs, in tranſgreſſing the Prophet's Orders, and go- 
ing beyond his Commiſſion. All he had to ſay for himſelf 
was, that he lay under a Force, and that the common Sol- 
diers were fo intent upon the Booty, that he durſt not ven- 
ture either to oppoſe, or reſtrain them; but /ays Saul, Ob- 
* tain my Pardon this one Time, and it ſhall be a Warning 
* to me to my Life's End, never to do the ſame Thing over 
again.“ After this Profeſſion of his Repentance, he would 
| Ws: fain 
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fain have had Samuel ſtay a little longer, and ſacrifice to 
God on his behalf: But the Prophet, forſeeing that it would 
be to no Manner of Purpoſe, went his way. | 


CMAP I 
The Tranſlation of the Kingdom from Saul to another Fu. 
mily ; and David proclaim'd King. 


S Samuel was preſſing to get away, Saul caught hold of 
his Garment to ſtop him a while, and upon that Acci- 
dent the Mantle was rent, betwixt them ; which the Prophet 
apply'd by an Alluſion to Saul, telling him that his Kingdom 
would be torn from him, and given to a Man of Piety and 
Juſtice. The Sentence is paſs'd, /ays he, and it is not with 
God as it is with Men; for his Deerees are unchangeable.“ 
Saul confeſs'd his own Iniquity, and the Juſtice of God's Diſ- 
pleaſure : © But, ſays he, What is done, cannot be undone, 
Honour me only before the People, and turn again, that 
« I may worſhip the Lord.“ So Samuel turned back, and they 
went and worſhipped together. After this, they brought 
forth Agag the King of the Amalekites, who being over-heard 
to ſay ſomething about the Bitterneſs of Death, had this Re- 
flexion turn'd upon him by the Prophet: „As thy Sword, 
& ſays he; hath made many an Hebrew Mather miſerable and 
«© comfortleſs in the Deſtruction of their Children, ſo it is 
© but reaſonable, that thy Mother ſhould be left Childleſ: 
© too.” So the Prophet order'd him immediately to be put to 
Death in Gilgal, and he went back himſelf to Ramah. 

* Saul was come now to be ſenſible of the Calamities he 
had brought upon himſelf by his Diſobedience, and fo went 
away to his Palace at Gibeaß (or the Little Hill) which was 
the laſt Time that ever Saul ſaw Yamuel. The Prophet was 
extremely afflited at the diſmal Circumſtances of this Sepa- 
ration; But God commanded him, without troubling him- 
ſelf any further about that Matter, to take a Cruiſe of ho/y 
Oil, and go to Bethlehem with it to Fe/je, the Son of Obed : 
There to anoint ſuch a Son of 7e//e's Xing, in Saul's Stead, 
as he ſhould be directed to, and one that ſhould be found 
.worthy of the Royal Dignity. The Prophet objecting, that | 
if ever it ſhould come to Saul's Ear, he would certainly be 

| | the 
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the Death of him, one way or other; but Samuel had nothing 
to fear, and ſo he ſet forward for Bethlehem, and got ſafe to 
his Journey's End. Where there was great Numbers of Peo- 
ple met to receive him. Every Body enquiring what brought 
him thither, and one Anſwer ſerv'd for all, that he came to 
Sacrifice. | 

So ſoon as the holy Office was over, Samuel invited 7e 

and his Sons to take a Dianer with him. The eldeſt Son 
was ſo tall, ſo well made, and ſo graceful a Perſon, that 
Samuel ſaid within himſelf, “ This is to be our King.” But 
Providence it ſeems look'd another Way; for upon the Pro- 
phet's breaking out into Admiration at the Graces of his Per- 
fon, and how worthy he was to be plac'd upon a Throne, 
and putting it to the Queſtion alſo, whether this was the 
Man or not that was to be anointed. Anſwer was made 
him, That God does not ſee with the Eyes of Men, as if 
the Excellency of an external Frame of Body, were enough 
to entitle a Man to the Prerogatives of Government : But the 
Qualifications that he requires are Piety, Juſtice, and Forti- 
tude, nay and Obedience too ; all which together make up, 
in Harmony, the Beauty of the Mind. The Prophet, upon 
this Anſwer, appointed 7e to ſend for the reſt of his Sons, 
and there were five more produc'd, as goodly, and as 
well-favour'd Men as their eldeſt Brother, (Six in all) Their 
Names, according to their Seniority were Eliab, Abinadab, 


Samma, Nathanael, Rael and Aſa. Samuel conſulted God 


now upon this Appearance, which of theſe Brethren was to 
be choſen, and the Anſwer was, [None :] Which put Sa- 
muel upon a further Enquiry to the Father, what other Sons 


| he had? „Only one more, he told him, that look'd to his 


© Sheep, and his Name was David:“ Whereupon the Pro- 
phet order'd 7% to fend immediately away for him, 
for there was no eating without him. The Father ſent 
for him the ſame Inſtant,” and the Son came upon the firſt 
Call : He was a Youth of a freſh ruddy Complexion ; a 
briſk Soldier-like Air of a Face, and with all this, a great 
deal of Modeſty, and good Nature in his Countenance, Up- 
on the firſt Sight of him, Samuel whiſper'd the Father, that 


this was the Perſon God had deſign'd for their Ting: So the 


Prophet ſeated himſelf, with the Young Man next him; 
and after them, the Father, with the reſt of his Sons. When 
they were thus difpos'd of in their Places, Samuel, in the 
Sight of David, took out the holy Oil, and anointed him; 
telling him in his Ear, That it was God's Will, he ſhould 
take the Kingdom upon him; ſtrictly admoniſhing him, 4 
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& do Juſtice to his People, and to keep God's Command- 
c ments; for in ſo doing, /ays the Prophet, you ſhall ſtand 
& firm in your Government: The Name, and Honour of 
c your Family ſhall be glorious to After-Ages : You ſhall ' Ml 
& triumph over the Philiſtines, and be victorious in all En- 
© counters: You ſhall live Great, and be yet greater in the 
© Fame of your Memory.“ 

When Samuel had made an end of his Charge, he depart. 
ed, and the Spirit of God paſſed from Saul to David ; by the 
Power, and Virtue of which Spirit, David at that Time be- 
gan to Prophecy: When all on a ſudden, Saul was taken 
with Fits, and Fancies of Suffocation, and Difficulty of 
Breathing like a Dæmoniac. The Phyſicians could not give 
any natural, or philoſophical Account of the Diſtemper, 

but only advis'd the having ſome Body about him that could 
ſing, and play upon the Harp well, that might be ready at 
hand to give him the Diverſion of an, Hymn, or an Air, ſtill 
as the Fit ſhould be upon him. Saul was fo well ſatisfy'd 
with the Preſcription that he preſently order'd ſuch a Man, 
with all Care and Diligence, to be preſently found-out and 
brought him. One of his Domeſticks, upon this hint, told 
him, © That there was one 7e/ſe of Beth-lehem had a very 
« lovely handſom Youth to his Son, that ſung, and touch'd 
the Harp to Admiration. He ſaid he was as brave too, as 
© he was beautiful, and every way anſwerably accompliſh'd.” 
Upon this Recommendation, Saul ſent a Complement to 
Feſſe, giving him to underſtand that he had heard ſo many 
good Things of ſuch a Son of his, for his Courage, Loveli- 
neſs; his Skill in Muſick, War, and the like, that he had a 
great Mind to fee him. 22 call'd him out from his Flocks, 
and ſent him to Saul with Preſents ſuitable to the Occaſion, 
and the Perſon. David, upon his coming to Court, was receiv- 
ed with great Joy ; taken into the Guards, and treated by | 
Saul, with remarkable Inſtances of Eſteem. He was highly | 
acceptable to the King at all Times and upon all Accounts; 
but never more then when he was in his Fits ; for David 
„Vas the only Phyſician, and his Voice and Harp, the only 
Remedy, that in theſe Fits ever had the Power to bring him 
to himſelf again. Saul, in fine, was ſo delighted with him 
to all Purpoſes, that with his Father's Leave, and Conſent, he | 


took bim t to h own Palace to live with him. 
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The Philiſtines advance with an Army againſt the He- 
brews. Goliah defies the Iſraelites to 2 ſingle Com- 
bat ; and David accepts the Challenge. | 


TT was not long after this, that the Phili/tines marched 
| againſt the 1/raelites with a prodigious Army, and en- 
camped betwixt Shecoth, and Azekah ; while Saul on the other 
hand, was at the Head of another Army to enconnter them. 
He drew-out his Men upon a Mountain, and forced the Phi- 
liſtines to remove, and poſt themſelves upon a ſtronger Moun- 


tain juſt over againſt the Maelites, with a Valley betwixt the 


two Armies. While they were in this Order, there came 
down from the Phili/tines, one Gcliah, a Citizen of Gath ; a 
Man of a prodigious Stature, and a Strength anſwerable to 
his Height : Which was {ix Cabits, and a Span; and his Ar- 
mour proportion'd to the Size and Force of his vaſt Limbs. 
His Coat of Mail weighed five Thouſand Sicles ; his Helmet, 
and Cuiſſes, of Braſs, anſwerable : The Head of his Spear 
was Iron, and weigh'd ſix Hundred Sicles : It was not a 
Spear to be carry'd like a Lance, but born upon his Shoulder. 
With theſe Accoutrements did this mighty Man march down 
the Hill, and a Troop of armed Men at his Heels, into the 
Middle of the Valley betwixt the two Bodies, and there he 
ſtop'd ; calling-out to the //-aelites with a horrid Outcry, af- 
ter this Manner. © I am come hither, /ays he, you Men of 
6 1/rael, to do an Office of Humanity, and to ſave Blood. 
& Why ſhould we hazard ſo many Thouſand Lives upon the 
cc uncertain Iſſue of a Battle, when the Cauſe may be more 
© reaſonably decided by two fingle Perſons. My Buſineſs 
& here is only to do the Part ofa Champion for the Philiſtiues. 

© Do but you fend out another Man with the ſame Commiſ- 
“ fion from the Hebrews, and leave it to us two to put an 

End to the Matter in Diſpute, for the Prevention of a bloody 
© War. If he kill me, then will we be your Servants: But 

& if I kill him, then ſhall you be our Servants, and ſubje& 

© to us. It is better, in fine, to expoſe one then all.” With 

theſe Words, he went back again to his Party. He made the 


ſame Challenge again the very next Day, and ſo Day after 


Day, for forty Days together, to the great Trouble and Amaze- 
| | Ce 3 | ment, 
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ment, both of Saul, and of the People, to have the Armies 
ſtand facing one another ſo long without engaging. 
Saul had three of Fefje's Sons along with him in this Ex- 
pedition : But David was ſent back again to his Father, and 
to his Flocks. In ſome ſhort Time after this, 7e//e ſent him 
to the Army with Neceſſaries for his Brothers, and to learn 
what News. Upon his coming to the Camp, Goliah was ill 
bragging, and reproaching the Hebrews, that not a Man of 
them had the Heart to look him in the Face. It was his 
Hap, one Time, as he was talking with his Brothers about 
fomewhat of his Father's Buſineſs, to hear Go/:ah, in the 
Height of his execrable Outrages againſt the Hebrews. This 
tranſported David to ſuch a Pitch of Indignation, that he took 
up a Reſolution himſelf of accepting his Challenge, and he 
told his Brothers as much; but Eliab took him up ſharply for 
his Raſhneſs; © A Boy, fays he, that had neither Strength, 
„Skill, nor Experience, to talk of Undertaking ſuch a Com- 
© mifltion?. No, no: E'en go to your Father, and to your 
« Sheep again. That's the fitter Employment for you of the 
% two.” David had a Reverence for his Brother, but yet could 
not forbear ſaying the ſame Things over again in the Hearing 
of the Soldiers, who preſently carry'd the Report of it to the 
King, and David was forthwith ſent for to Court upon it; 
where Saul aſk'd him what he had to offer upon that Point? 
& Great Prince, ſays he, hope the beſt, and fear nothing, for 
& I myſelf will take down the Pride of this boaſting Man; 
and, as tall as he is, tread him under my Feet. Your Ar- 
my fhall appear glorious, and your terrible Enemy be- 


© come the more ridiculons, when they ſhall fee him fall by 


the Hand of a raw unexperienc'd Boy.” The Xing ſtood 


in Admiration at the Firmneſs, and Magnanimity of the 


Youth ; but he could not yet think it ſafe, or prudential, to 
put the main Cauſe to an Iflue upon ſo unequal a Match : 
David perceiving that Saul took his Meaſures from the com- 
mon Reaſon of*fother Encounters, gave the King to under- 
Rand, © that this was not ſo much a Challenge to the Army, 
& as a Defiance to Heaven itſelf; neither was the Combat 


to be taken, in Truth, for a Trial of Skill betwixt Gol:ah 


& and David, but betwixt Goliah and the Lerd of Hoſts : For 
« it is not my Arm, /ays David, that fights the Battle; but 
te the Power of a gracious and invincible God, that many 
& Times brings to paſs, even by the weakeſt of Inſtruments, 
< the nobleſt of his Divine Purpoſes, for his greater Glory, 
* In that God is my Truſt ; and I doubt not but he will ſtil 
continue to protect and deliver me in all Difficulties, 
| = FR * 


| Book VI. 1 E w I SH An 1QU1 TIES, 391 


« as he hath done formerly. As I was tending my Father's 
« Sheep once, there came a Lion, and took away a Lamb 
« gut of the Flock. I purſu'd him, till turning upon me, I 
took him by the Tail, and threw him againſt the Ground, 
& and killd him. It was my Hap to have another Encounter 
« with a Bear, upon the ſame Occaſion, and with the like 
«© Sncceſs. Now this blaſpheming foul-mouth'd Beaſt, from 
<« their Army, is no more to me then a Lion, and a Bear out 
« of the Forreſt. But Divine Juſtice will call this audacious 
« Wretch to an Account, and make me the Inſtrument of 
« his Vengeance. I do not ſpeak this upon the Impulſe of a 
© raſh and ungrounded Confidence, but in a full Aſſurance 
&« of Perſuaſion, that God will avenge himſelf upon this au- 
& dacious Wretch ; And that even I myſelf ſhall have the 

«© Honour of a Hand in the Execution of that Juſtice.” 
Theſe Words were dclivered with another Sort of Spirit, 
then the daring Heat of Youth and hot Blood: So that Saul 
look'd upon them rather as an Inſpiration, then a Propoſal 
of his own proper Motion; and being ſo convinc'd, David 
eaſily obtain'd his Leave, and his Benediction, both in one; 
and then accordingly prepared himſelf for the Action. To 
which End, Saul dreſs'd him-up in his own Armour, Coat 
of Mail, Sword, and Helmet, and ſo bad God ſpeed him. 
But David found theſe Arms for Want of Uſe, rather a Bur- 
den then a Defence: Excuſing himſelf to Saul with Modeſty 
and Reſpect, That they were much fitter for a Prince then 
for a Shepherd. Wherefore he put them off again, deſiring 
only that he might be allow'd to fight after his own Way. 
Upon this, he took his Shepherd's Staff, a Sling in his Right 
hand, five ſmooth Stones out of the Brook in his Scrip; and 
ſo advanced toward the Enemy : The other launching for- 
ward to meet him, as faſt as his Legs, under ſo vaſt a Load 
of Armour, were able to carry him. When they were come 
within Ken one of another; and that Golzah ſaw what a 
Dwarf of an Adverſary he had to encounten, with the un- 
couth Appearance of his Equipage, he call'd out to him in 
Deriſion: © Heark ye little Man, ſays he, with the Cudgel 
* there: Are you come into the Field now, to beat a Dog, 
or fight a Soldier ?” To beat worſe then a Dog, ſays Da- 
vid; and preſſing ſtill nearer him. This Reproach tranſ- 
ported the Barbarian into ſo blaſphemous a Rage, that he 
curs'd David by his Gods ; threatning to give his Fleſh for 
Food to the Fowls of the Air, and to the Beaſts of the Field. 
© You come to me, /ays David, with a Sword, and a Spear, 
« anda Coat of Mail; but I come to you with a Commiſſion 
Se 4 from 
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4 from the Living God, who by my Hands will this Day de- 


« ftroy both yourſelf, and your Army; divide your Head 


* from your Body, and carry it away with me, and caſt 
4 your Carcaſs upon the Dunghill for Dog's Meat: Dog as 
ce you are yourſelf. By this Providence it will be made e- 


c yident to the whole World, that the God of the Hebrews 


% takes Care of his People, and that his Protection is both 
& their Strength, and their Armour. As likewiſe on the con- 
ce trary, that there can be no Security, either in Arms, or 
© in Numbers, to thoſe that fall under his Diſpleaſure.“ 
The Phili/tine, in the mean Time, advanc'd toward David, 
as faſt as he was able to march, under the Weight of his 
Armour; and with all the Contempt imaginable, to think 
of having to do with ſo raw and undiſciplin'd an Adver- 
ſary. | 


CHAP. XL . 
David kills Goliah, The Philiſtines routed. Aud Saul 
takes-up a mortal Fealoufy againſt David. 


. on the other Hand, preſſing forward to the Com- 
bat, under the Conduct and Protection of his Almighty 
and Inviſible Second: He took out of his Scrip, one of the 
Stones of the Brook, that he had provided for this Occaſion; 
Couched it in his Sling, and caſt it with ſuch a Force at the 
Head of his Enemy, that it brake the Skull of him, and 


pierced his very Brain; laying the Monſter grovelling, with 


his Face upon the Ground, in his laſt Sleep. David imme- 


diately runs- up to him, and beſtrides him; takes his Sword 


from his Side, (having none himſelf) and cuts- off the Phi- 
Iiſtine's Head with his own Weapon. This Exploit had ſuch 
an Effect upon their Army, that they fled, and ſcatter'd, 
upon the very Hearing of it, The Loſs of their Champion 
put them into fuch an Aſtoniſnment, and- Deſperation, that 


all they had to do in the World was by a ſhameful Flight, 
every Man of them, to make the beſt Shift he could for the 


ſaving of his own Skin. Saul and the whole Army of the 
* Hebrews, made their Advantage of this Diſorder, and falling- 
on in the Hurry of this Terror, with military Shouts and 
Clamours, had the Chace of them to the Skirts of Gath, and 
the very Gates of Aſhalon. They reckon'd thirty Thouſand 

Kill'd out right upon the Purſuit, and twice-as many vor 
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ed. The Army alſo, at their Return, taking the Pillage of 
the Camp, and ſetting Fire to it. As for the Head of Coli- 
ah, David carry'd that to his own Tent, and dedicated the 
Sword to the Lord. K 

This brave and generous Atchievement of David's, rai- 
ſed ſoon after a mortal Jealouſy and Hatred in Saul, which 
happen'd particularly on this Occaſion. 

Upon Saul's returning from the Victory, the Women 
and Virgins went in Throngs out df all the Cities, ſinging 
and dancing, with their Cymbals and Taborets, to meet him 
upon the Way, and joy him of his Succeſſes : The Women 
leading the Song with [Saul hath ſlain his Thouſands ;] the 
Virgins following it, [And David his ten Thouſands. ] This 
DL David to Saul, in a ten-fold Proportion, put 
ſuch a into his Head, that he could not think himſelf 
ſafe after it, ſo long as David had any Command near his 
Perſon : Wherefore he advanced him to the Charge of a Co- 
lonel : And in Truth, his promoting the Young Man, and 
putting him upon ſo many hazardous and glorious Enter- 
prizes, was not ſo much to do David Honour, as to provide 
for his own Security ; in Hope he might fall by the Chance 
of War in a Battle. For after ſuch an Inſtance af the Peo- 
ples Affectiohs to David, as to aſcribe to him the Credit of 
the Victory, their next Buſineſs would be to transfer the Au- 
thority of the Government, and for him to take it too. Bur 
David had the Providence of God along with him, where- 
ever he went, and in whatſoever he did ; and he had not on- 
ly won the Hearts of the People by the Charms of his Cou- 
rage and Behaviour, but ſo far gain'd upon the Affections of 
a Virgin-Daughter of Saul's, that her Father himſelf took 
Notice of the Paſſion ſhe had for him; and in his ordinary 
Diſcourſes upon that Subject; he ſeem'd well enough con- 
tent that it ſhould be a Match : Not out of any true Ten- 
derneſs and Eſteem that he had for David, but as the moſt 
plauſible Cover for a Snare, that in a ſhort Time might pro- 
bably coſt him his Life : Which was' the very. Bottom of 
his Deſign. | 

While this Treaty was in Speculation, Saul caſt-ont a 
Word by the by. Let him, /ays he, bring me the Heads of 
„% fix Hundred Phili/tines, as an Acknowledgment ; and take 
% my Daughter.” He computed within himſelf that David 
was not of a Temper to decline any generous Enterprize, 
that carry'd Honour and Danger along with it; and that 

„ . his 
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his Acceptance of this Offer would certainly engage him in 
ſome deſperate Action upon the Phili/tines, that might pro- 
bably coſt him his Life to attempt. This, ſays Saul to him- 


ſelf, will be the more decent Way of gratifying my Jealous, 


ſy and Revenge ; for it will look better to have him taken- 
off by the Hands of the Ph:/i/tines, as my Inſtruments, then 
expreſly by my own Order. | 

Saul, upon this Deliberation, ſet ſome of his Domeſticks 
at Work to learn how David ſtood affected to the Marriage 
df his Daughter; who gave him to underſtand by Inſinuati- 
ons, that he was in ſo great Favour both with King and 
People, that there was a Speech as if Saul intended to make 
him his Son- in- Lau. You may perhaps reckon it no great 
Matter, ſays David, to be Son-in-Law to a mighty Prince; 
but under the Circumſtances of my Quality, and Extraction, 
I am not vain enough ſo much as to think on't. | 

Upon the Return of the Commiſhoners with an Account 
of their Negotiation, Saul ſent them once more back again 
with further Inſtructions. Tell the Young Man, /ays he, 
« that my Buſineſs is not either Fortune or Preſents ; and 
© that whenever I part with my Daughter, ſhe ſhall be be- 
<« ſtow'd, not fold. The Son- in-Lau that I propoſe to my- 
« (elf muſt be a Man juſt fo qualify'd with Courage, and o- 
ce ther laudable Graces, as I find him to be. Tell him, that 
« expect neither Silver nor Gold from his Father; for 1 
& do not want either Money or Honour. Let him only bring 
« me ſix Hundred Philiſtines Heads which will be wel- 
& comer to me than any Thing, and the moſt honourable 
« of Preſents to my Daughter, in Juſtification of her to the 
% whole World, that ſhe has taken a brave Man to her Huſ- 
“ band.” David took every Thing that Saul ſaid, for good 
Faith, in his Propoſal of this Affinity, without any dilatory 
Conſideration, whether the Thing were feaſible or not: And 
immediately fell to Work with his Companions upon the 
Execution of the Conditions, and found God's Providence 
as propitious to him in this, as it had been in former En- 
counters ; for his Adventure ſucceeded to his Wiſh : That 
is to ſay, he fought the Enemy, and after, a great Slaugh- 
ter, made a Preſent to the King, of ſix Hundred of their 
Heads, and minded Sau of his Promiſe. 
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Saul deſigns upon David's Life, and Jonathan from Time 
10 Time gives him Notice of his Danger. 


OA found himſelf ſo hamper'd, that there was no ſtart- 
ing, without giving himſelf the Lie, or diſcovering the 
Treachery of his Heart, in ſo baſe a Deſign upon the Life of 
a generons Young Man, under the Pretext of an honourable 
Affinity : So that betwixt Shame, and Scandal, he lay under 
a Kind of Force to be as good as his Word, in giving his 
Daughter in Marriage to David. But this Nearneſs of Re- 
lation wrought no Change at all upon the King: For Saul 
obſerving that David grew daily more and more in Favour 
both with God and Man, he fancy'd to himſelf, that fo long 
as he liv'd, neither his Crown, nor his Life were in Safety : 
So that he took up a Reſolution, for the Security of both, to 
have David diſpatch'd ; deſigning his Son Jonathan, with 
ſome of the truſtieſt of his Servants, for his Executioners. 
This lewd Inconſtancy of Saul, not only in withdrawing 
his Affection from ſo deſerving a Youth, but entring allo in- 
to an impious and perfidious Deſign upon his Life, ſtruck 
the Son with ſuch an Amazement and Horror, that what with 
the natural Inclination he had for the Perſon of David, and 
likewiſe a profound Veneration for his Virtue, he went and 
gave David private Notice of Saul's Intention; adviſing him 
as he lov'd his Life to be gone without any Delay : And in 
the mean Time, ſays he, I will go to my Father, and take 
my Time to mention your Name to him ; for I have a mind 
to try if I can learn what it is he takes ſo heinouſly, and 
bring him to better Reaſon ; for, ſays Jonathan, I cannot 
imagine ſo much as any colonrable Pretence for ſuch an 
Indignation and Diſpleaſure, againſt a Perſon that has de- 
ſerved ſo eminently well, both from his Prince, and from 
his Country, Or fuppoſing Things at the worſt, and that 
in Truth he might have made a falſe Step or two, why are 


not his Services ſet in Ballance againſt it ? For the Publick 


owes him a Pardon, Jonathan then told David, that he ſhould 
be ſure to have Intelligence from Time to Time how Mat- 
ters went with his Father. So David follow'd Jonathan's 
Counſel, and immediately withdrew out of the Way. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Jonathan reconciles Saul to David: And Saul reſtores 
| him to his former Poſt. 


J Onathan accordingly. went the next Day to his Father, and 


finding him in a pleaſant eaſy Humour, lays hold of the 


critical Minute to ſay ſomewhat to him about David. © Fa- 


* ther, /ays he, you have here taken up a terrible Diſpleaſure 
< againſt this Young Man, and given Orders for his Death 


© but upon what Provocation, or for what Fault, great or 


< little, I cannot comprehend. He is a Perſon to whom we 
* ſtand indebted for our own Safety, and the Deſtruction of 
« the Philiſtines; for vindicating the Honour of our Nation 
« from the Scandal of a Forty-Days-4front, in the Challenge 
of the Giant; and not a Creature but this innocent Youth 
« had the Heart to encounter him: A Perſon that purchas'd 
«© my Siſter for his Wife at your own Price; to wit, the Heads 
« of fix Hundred Philiſtines, which were punctually counted 
according to his Agreement. A Perſon, in fine, entitled 
« to your Eſteem and Tenderneſs, both as a brave Man, and 
das a Member of your Family, which will make up two 
© ſenſible Aggravations of the Lofs.. Be pleas'd to conſider 


4e too, the Injury you do to your own Daughter, in making 


<« her feel the Mortification of a Widow, before ſhe enjoys 
the Bleſſing of being a Mother. Pray be pleas'd to lay 
* theſe Things together, and betake yourſelf to moderate 
** Counſels, Remember who it was that cur'd you of your 
* dark Splenetick Fits, and drove the evil Spirit from you; 
* and conſider the Obligation he has Jaid upon the whole 


Family by that Relief; and who it was, next under God, 


* that deliver'd us from our implacable Enemies. Theſe 
are Benefits never to be forgotten, without the Infamy of 
* the blackeſt Ingratitude.” The Strength and Equity of 
this Way of Reaſoning wrought ſo effectually upon Saul's 


Rage and Jealouſy, that he bound himſelf with an Oath, 
never to do any Manner of Harm or Wrong to David, for 


the Time to come. Jonathan Earry'd the News of this Re- 


* conciliation to David, with an Aſſurance. that Seu! was mol- 
lify'd, and ready to do him all Sorts of good Offices: In 
which Confidence he carry'd him back again to Court; re- 


concil'd him to his Father, and re- inſtated him in the ſame 


Poſt, of Service and Attendance that he was in before. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


David overthrows the Philiſtines. Saul ſeeks bis Life, 
and Michal faves it. A League betwixt David and 
Jonathan. David flies to Gath. Abimeleck re- 
lie ves him, and Saul puts Abimeleck and the whole 
Sacerdotal Race to the Sword; only Abiathar ſcapes. 
David's miraculous Deliverances. The Death of Sa- 
muel. David warries Abigail. Achiſh entertains 
him; gives him Zicklag, and engages him in his War 
againſt the Iſraelites. 


About this Time the Phili/tines made War afreſh upon the 


Hebrews, and David was ſent out by Saul in the Head 
of an Army to encounter them. They fought a Battle, and 
the Philiſtines were totally broken and cut to pieces, with a 
terrible Execution. So ſoon as the Action was over, David 
went forthwith back to the King with an Account of the 


Victory. But his Reception was not. anſwerable, either to 


his ExpeCtation, or to the Merit of his Services ; for Saul was 


rather fad, and caſt down at the Story of the Succeſs, then 
elevated with it; for fear of the Conſequences of David's 


growing Reputation among the People; for Saul turn'd e- 
very Thing that contributed to David's Honour and Advan- 


tage, to his own-Loſs and Reproach. 


It happen'd one Day, that Saul, being fallen into one of 
his old Fits again, ſeat for David into his Bed-Chamber, to 
ſing, and play on the Harp to him as he lay there upon the 
Couch with a Lance in his Hand. David was in the very 
Act of his Obedience, Singing and Playing, as the King had 


commanded him, when Saul ſtarting up all on a ſudden, 


darted his Lance at him; but David keeping a watchful and 


a GY, 


a jealous Eye upon him, ſlipt aſide out of Harms-way, and 
ſo from thence, as faſt as he could run, to his own Houſe, 


where he continu'd for the Remainder of that Day. At 


Night, there was a Guard ſet upon the Houſe by the King's 


Order, to prevent David's Eſcape, and to bring him in Cuſtody 
next Morning, as a Criminal, to ſuffer Death by a publick Sen- 


tence ; but (a) Michal, David's Wife, and the King's Daughter, 


having very good Intelligence of her Father's Deſign, ran pre- 


ſently 
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ſently to her Huſband, and told him the whole Story at 
length, and the Danger he was in, charging him to be gone 
before next Morning, or he was a dead Man; for “ if you 
„ ſhould be taken, ſays ſhe, my Father will certainly put you 
ce to Death. Wherefore ſhift for yourſelf now in the Dark 
* of the Night, and may God lengthen it beyond the ordi- 
& nary Courle, rather then you want Time for your Eſcape,” 
So [after a decent Interchange of all thoſe Tenderneſſes that 
naturally occur in ſuch Caſes, the Royal Couple were now 
upon the very Point of Parting, with mutual Proteſtations, 
that neither of them either would, or could live without the 
other. This was the Farewel ; and ſo] Michal let her Huſ. 
band down from the Window by a Rope, committing him 
to Providence. | 
By Break of Day came Saul's Meſſengers to the Houſe to 
fetch away David; but Michal told them he was ſick in 
Bed, and after a very bad Night on't, was now fallen to 
reſt ; ſo ſhe ſhew'd them the Bed, which ſhe had dreſs'd up 
on Purpoſe for the Fallacy, and ſomewhat panting under 
the Coverlet, which they took for the Sick Man. All paſs'd 
for currant with the Meſſengers, and fo away went they to 
the King, with an Account of every Thing; but Saul ſent 
. them back again the next Night, with a peremptory Com- 
mand to bring David away as they found him : For Die he 
muſt, Upon the fecond Search, they turn'd up the Bed- 
cloaths, and perceiv'd that Michal had put a Trick upon 
them ; for there was no David to be found, Now the Pant- 
ing under the Blankets was only a Device of Michal's, that 
had convey'd into the Bed the warm Liver of a Kid newly 
kill'd to repreſent the Palpitation, The Officers told the 
King the whole Bus'neſs, and how his Daughter had im- 
pos'd upon them, Saul rattled her ſeverely for being fo 
baſe as to take part with an Enemy againſt her Father ; but 
ſhe had this to ſay plauſibly enough for herſelf; that her 
Huſband ſwore he would kill her if ſhe would not undertake 
to conceal him, and help him away: And therefore ſhe 
hoped he would paſs over what ſhe had done under ſuch a 


Force; for ſhe muſt have ſacrificed the Life of his Daugh- 


ter, if ſne had not ſaved the Life of his ſuppoſed Enemy. 
Michal had now obtain'd her Pardon, and David was got- 
ten off ſafe to Samuel at Ramah ; where he gave the Prophet 
the Hiſtory at large of the Snares that had been laid for him; 
the Adventure of the Lance, &c. without any Pretence _ 
ro is 
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this while of the leaſt Failing in Matter of Duty and Reſpect, 
or of any Miſcarriage in his Commiſſions ; for God had ſtill 
roſper'd him in whatſoever he undertook, And it mult be 
added now for a further Aggravation, that God's peculiar 
Favour toward him was the very Ground of all the Hatred, 
and Envy that was ſtirr'd up againſt him. | 
When Samuel came to underſtand the Extravagance and 
Iniquity of Saul's Way of Proceeding, he took David along 
with him from Ramah to Galbaath, and there they continu'd 
a while together ; but ſo ſoon as Saul had gotten Intelligence 
of David's being with the Prophet, he ſent a Party of Soldiers 
to take him up, and bring him away a Priſoner : But the 
Meſſengers, upon their Arrival, found Samuel in the Congre- 
gation of the Prophets ; and after a while, by the ſame Spi- 
rit, they began to propheſie themſelves too. Saul having 
Notice of this, ſent others, and then others, again and again 
{till, upon the fame Errand, and it fared with them as with 
the former. Upon the third Diſappointment, all in a Rage, 
Saul went himſelf, and when he was come almoſt in Sight 
of Samuel, the Spirit of Prophecy ſeized him alſo: And going 
a little further, the Impulſe was fo ſtrong upon him, that 
he ſtript himſelf ſtark naked, and propheſy'd a whole Day 
and Night fo, in the Preſence of David and Samuel. 
David all this while thought himſelf very ill us d by the 


King, conſidering how dutiful and uieful he had been to 


him: But upon making his Moan to Fonathan, of the hard 
eaſure he had receiv'd, T'other advis'd him not to judge, 
or to ſuſpect raſhly, nor to be led away with private Tales 
and Suggeſtions, but rather to depend upon himſelf, that 
there was no Miſchief in the World intended him by his Fa- 
ther, who ſeldom did any Thing of Conſequence without 
making him privy to it; or if any ſuch Thing had been, 
he himſelf would certainly have told him of it. * David, 
on the other Hand, affirmed with an Oath, the Truth of the 
whole Matter as he had ſet it forth, and beſought Jonathan 
to venture rather to be a little credulous, where the Life of 
nis Friend was at Stake, then to ſuſpend his Belief, upon 
the Hazard of coming to be convinced of his Error by the 
Loſs of a Brother. © Neither is it to be imagined, /ays he, 
that the King, who knows you and me to be ſo particular 
« Friends, ſhould ever communicate to either of us, a De- 
© ſign he has upon the Life of the other.” David's Diſcourſe 
had more Weight in it, then Jonathan could have wilh'd 
So 
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So that being half convinc'd, and in ſome Trouble at it; he 
only deſir'd David to make uſe of his Service, if there were 
any Thing in the World wherein he might be uſeful to him. 
c J am ſenſible, ſays David, of your good Will, and Readi- 
ic neſs to oblige me, and in that Confidence I am to mind 
e you, that we are to have a Mew-Moon To-morrow, and a 
cc Feſtival in courſe. The King will be there; and while I 


cc vas in waiting, I had the Honour to be one of the Num- 


ce ber myſelf. Now if you pleaſe, I can go out of the City, 
cc and privately wait your Leiſure ſomewhere about the Fields 
cc where you may find me out. If the King ſhould ask for 
ec me, you may tell him that I am gone to Bethlem, to cele- 
cc brate the Day with my own Tribe, and that J had your 
& Leave to go. If he ſhall ſpeak any Thing kindly upon it; 
& as a good Fourney to him, or a God ſpeed him, take that for 
& a certain Token that he has no Malice in his Heart againſt 
c me. But if otherwiſe, you are to take it for granted that 
ce he bears me a Grudge. Pray let me hear how you find him, 
ce as you will be juſt to that ſacred, and mutual League of 
e Friendſhip that is ſtruck betwixt us, and as you deſire to 
& make me eaſie under my preſent Calamity. If you can 
ce think me unworthy of your Affection, or any way guilty 
ce toward your Father, e'en ſheath your Sword in the Heart 
& of me without waiting for further Orders.” Jonathan took 
theſe laſt Words a little unkindly ; but yet promis'd to do 
every Thing as he was deſir'd; and that if ever he ſhould find 


his Father in any Plot, or Practice againſt David, he would 


be ſure to give him timely Notice of it: Sealing this Promil- 
ſory Declaration of his, with the Solemnity of an Oath : 
That he would leave nothing unattempted that might con- 
duce to his Preſervation. © That God, /ays he, that fills and 
« governs the Univerſe, and that knows the Thoughts of my 
ce Heart in the very Conception of them; let that God, /ays 


ec he, be a Witneſs to the Faith that is vow'd and promiſed 


te betwixt us; and that I will never give over ſearching in- 
te to, and ſifting the private Deliberations and Purpoſes of 
e my Father, till I ſhall have diſcover'd the Bottom of his 


« Heart, and whether there be any ſecret Rancour in his 


& Thoughts or not, that may work to your Prejudice: And 
cc if I ſhall be able to make any Thing out at laſt, whether 
te it be for you, or againſt you, it ſhall be the firſt Thing I 
& do to give you the Knowledge of it. The Searcher of 
« Hearts will bear me Witrels that this is true, and that 1 
ec have ever made it my earneſt Prayer to Almighty God to 


you 


* 
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« you may aſſure yourſelf, that he will be as gracious to you 
cc for the future, as he hath been hitherto, and lay all your 
« Enemies at your Feet; which he will moſt certainly do, 
« even though my Father, and myſelf ſhould be found in 
ce the Party againſt you. In the mean while, pray be ſure 
&« to keep theſe Things in Memory, and when I am gone, to 
e take care of my poor Children.” wn 
Jonathan having now paſs'd his Oath, appointed David 
to withdraw into a certain Part, or Corner of the Field, 


which they two had agreed upon: For, /ays Jonathan, I will 


© firſt go to my Father, and when I have gotten as much 
66 from him as I can, I will come back again to your Hiding- 


* place, as if I were a-ſhooting, and bring a Boy along with 
&© me. I ſhall then ſhoot three Arrows, and if I bid the Lad 
take them up and bring them to me, ſet your Heart at reſt, 
that all is well with my Father; but if I ſay any — 
« elie, take it for granted that you are in Danger: But aſ- 
* {ure yourſelf however, happen what will, it ſhall be my 
« particular Care that you come to no Harm. Only once 
again I ſay, let not this be forgot in the Days of your Pro- 
* ſperity, and be kind to my poor Children.” David took 
the Hint, and ſo went his way to the Poſt that was aſſign'd 
him, | 

The Day following was the Feaſt of the New-Mson ; where 
the King, according to Cuſtom, having duly prepar'd him 
ſelf, ſat down to Supper; with Jonathan on his Right-handgS 
and his General Abner on the Left; David's Place being 
empty all this while: But Saul took no publick Notiee of it 
the firſt Day ; ſuppoſing that his Abſence might poſlibly be 
Matter of Scruple, for want of a regular, and cuſtoma 
Purification, after the Company of his Wife, But Saul miſs + 
ſing him again the next Day, put it quick upon Jonathan to 
know how it came to paſs, that the Son of 7e//e ſhould now 
abſent himſelf from the Feſtival two Days together, Jona- 
than told his Father that he had given him leave to go into 
the Country, and feaſt with his own Tribe, upon the ſame 
Occaſion. * He would fain have had me along with him, 
« ſays Fonathan, and truly I have fo great a Friendſhip for 
de him, that, if you pleaſe, I ſhould be well enough content 
« yet to go to him.“ This Expreſſion of Zonathar's touch'd 
Saul ſo to the quick, that he was no longer able to conceal 
the mortal Hatred he had for David ; but brake out into an 
extravagant Paſſion againſt his Son, upon it: Calling him a 


Traitor, and an Enemy to his Father; an Abettor-of, and 


a Confederate with David; and a ſhameleſs Conſpirator 
| D 118 with 
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with the common Adverſary of the Family: © For he muſt 


'« be wilfully blind, ſays he, that could not ſee the abſolute 


« Impoſſibility of Saul's ever being ſafe, ſo long as David 
ce was living: Commanding him alſo at the ſame Time to 
& ſend for him, and deliver him up to Juſtice,” Jonathan, 
upon this, deſir'd of his Father very reſpectfully, to know 
what Capital Crime. was objected againſt David. This Que- 


| ion tranſported Saul into ſuch a Rage, that he ſnatch'd up 


a Javelin there within reach, and had certainly kill'd his Son 
with it, if ſome of his Friends then preſent had not inter- 
ſed, and prevented it. There needed no other Evidence 


of Saul's deadly Malice to David, when the Father had like 


to have murder'd his own Son for his Son- in-Law's Sake. 
This furious Outrage made Forathan quit both the Com- 
pany, and the Feaſt; and what with the Trouble he had 
upon him for his Friend's Danger, and what for his own, he 
paſs'd that Night without any Reſt either of Body, or Mind. 
So that early the next Morning, he took his Bow and Ar- 
rows, and a Boy along with him, into the Fields, under the 
Pretext of going a- ſnooting; but in Truth, to give David the 
neceſſary Information of what had paſs'd, the firſt Thing he 
did was to convey his Intelligence by his Arrows, as he ſaid 
he would. After which, he ſent the Boy away to Town up- 
on a formal Errand, for the better Opportunity of a Word or 


two in private with his Friend. They were no ſooner with- 


in Sight one of another, but David caſt himſelf down at the 


Feet of his Preſerver, and in that Poſture ſaluted him : The 


other immediately taking him. up ; and both joining in one 
another's Arms, to curſe the Malignity of the Age, and their 
own hard Fortune, that was now forcing them upon a Sepa- 
ration worſe then the worſt of Deaths. When they had con- 
- doled their Time out, and indulg'd all Softneſſes of dear and 

_ parting Friends, they took their final Leave, with freſh Vows 
and Aſſurances, never to depart from the Conditions of their 
League, and ſo ſubmitted at laſt to the Neceſſity of going 
their ſeveral Ways. 

David being now in great Diſtreſs by the Perſecution of 
a watchful, and an implacable Enemy; and under the Con- 
fideration of a certain Death if he ſhould be taken, went in 
his Wanderings to Abimeleck the High-Prieſt, in the City of 
Nob. - He had no Company with him, either Friends, or Ser- 
vants, which Abimeleck took notice of; and not without 
ſome Admiration, aſk'd him the Reaſon of it. © He came 
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« by ſpecial Order, be ſaid, upon a piece of ſecret Service, 


ce from the King; and that, for Privacy-ſake, he had for the 
& preſent diſcharg'd his Train, and appointed them a ſet 


cc Time and Place, when and where they ſhould attend him.” 


He told Abimeleck likewiſe, © That it would be a very friend- 
« ly Office, and a great Furtherance to his Bus'neſs, if he 
« would but ſupply him with Neceſſaries for his Journey.” 
This being granted, he told him once again, That if he 
c could but furniſh him with a Sword, or a Spear, or ſome 
& piece of Arms, it would lay yet another Obligation upon 
«© him.” It ſo happened that a Servant of Saul's was all this 
while within Hearing ; a Syrian, by Nation : His Office was 
that of a Groom, and his Name Doeg. The High-Prieſt ſaid, 


He had no Arms, but the Sword that kill'd the Philiſtine, 


* which was hung up, and dedicated to God; and that Sword 

ec he might have, if he pleas'd.” David accepted of it; and 

with this Sword, making what haſte he could out of the Ju- 

riſdiction of the Hebrews, he fled to the City of Gath in the 

Land of the Phili/tines. This was in the Reign of King (a) 4- 

chiſh. David had no ſooner ſhew'd his Head among them, 

but ſeveral of the King's Servants call'd him to mind, and 

taking him up in a Hurry, carry'd him Open-mouth to the 

King, with an Exclamation, that this was the Man, that, 

upon ſuch a particular Occaſion, kill'd ſo many Thouſands 
of the Phili/tines, and this they offer'd to make good againſt 

him. But David, finding himſelf in as much Danger of 
Achiſh now, as he had been of Saul before, fell immediately 

to foaming at the Mouth, and driveling like a Mad-man ; 

in ſomuch that Achiſb call'd out to his People in Wrath, to 

take away that Fool : © What did they trouble him for with 

«© a Changling? he ſaid.” And upon this Rebuke, David 

was a ſecond Time deliver'd out of a Strait more dangerous 

then the other. 

* By this Artifice he got clear of Cath, and from thence 
ſhifted away into the Tribe of Judah, where he took up his 
Reſlihg-place for ſome Time in a Cave in the Field of Adul- 
lam. His Friends and Relations, (and in Truth other People 
promiſcuouſly) being advertis'd of the Place of his preſent 
Abode, came flocking in to him : Some for the Love andRe- 
ſpect they bare to himſelf; others out of the Fear, or Hatred 


of Saul: Some, in fine, that were uncaſie in their Fortunes 


others in their Minds, being unſatisfy'd with the preſent 
State of Things; beſide Libertines of all Sorts, and the like. 
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So that upon the whole, there were a Matter of four Hun- 
dred of them gotten together, and every Man devoted to 
the Service of David with Life and Fortune. 

In the Strength, and Confidence of this little Body, Da- 
vid remov'd, and march'd directly away to the King of Mo- 
ab, with an Addreſs to him for Leave to himſelf, with his 
Friends and Relations there, being under a Perſecution, to take 
Sanctuary in ſome Part of his Dominions, only till the Storm 
might blow over, and their Affairs be put into ſome ſort of 
Settlement at Home. The Moabite-King receiv'd David and 
his Company very generouſly, and treated them with great 
Honour and Hoſpitality, for the Time they were there : That 
1 is to ſay, till by the Order and Direction of the Prophet Sa- 
1 muel, David marched away with his People out of the De- 
14 fart, into the Land of Judah, and ſo to (a) Hareth. | 
When Saul came to underſtand (as it was not long firſt) 

that David had been ſeen upon his March in the Head of a 

Body of armed Men, he was not a little terrified, and trou- 

| bled at the Intelligence; for he had ſeen ſo many experi- 

mental Proofs of the Greatneſs of David's Soul and Courage, 

that he could not but reaſonably expect ſome mighty Matter 

F' from him ; which he apprehended would tend, at leaſt, to 
I'S the perplexing, and diſordering of his Counſels, if not to the 
FE <cndangering of the very Government itſelf, Upon this Oc- 
7 caſion, he call'd all his Friends; and his Captains together, 
I; the People of his own Tribe, and all his Officers Civil and 

Military, at his Royal City of Gbeah ; and there enthroning 
' himſelf in the Field, at a Place they called the Field, with 

bis Men of War, Honour and Bus'neſs, about him, he ſpake 

to them from his Poſt of State, after this Manner. 
Taking for granted, my Friends and Fellow-Tribeſmen, 

cc that the good Offices I have done you; the Poſſeſſions J 

& have beſtow'd upon you; the honourable, and profitable 

ce Commiſſions that I have given you, are not as yet ſo ab- 
, & ſolutely ſunk and bury'd, as to be quite out of your Me- 
=  * © mory: I ſhall now put this ſhort Queſtion to you; whe- | 
- = & ther or no do you expect greater Benefits and Advantages 
© from the Son of 7e, then you have received from me? 
© For I find it manifeſtly, that all your Inclinations biaſs 


. 

c that Way; and that my Son Jonathan miniſters both an 
& Example, and an Authority for your ſo doing: For I am. 
& no Stranger to the Solemnity of a ſtrict League and Con-. 
& federacy betwixt Him and David, nor of his abetting the 
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ce Cauſe of my Adverſaries with his Power, Intereſt, and 
% Counſels. Now this is a Matter that you never trouble 
« your Heads about; but fit quietly, and indifferently look- 
& ing on, in a careleſs Indifference for the Event.“ 
| Theſe Words of the King were follow'd with a general 
Silence, till Doeg the Groom, a Syrian, deliver'd what he had 
to ſay upon the Point then in Queſtion. The Account he 
gave was this. When I came, ſays he, to the City of Nob, 
« to the High-Prieſt Abimeleck, I ſaw David there to con- 
er ſult the Oracle. Abimeleck gave him Conveniencies for 
“ his Journey, and the Sword of Goliah, and ſo helped him 
« forward to go whither he pleaſed.” After this Declarati- 
on of Doeg, Saul order'd the High-Prieſt to be ſent for, with 
all his Relations; to whom the King ſaid as follows. 
What have I done to make you give this Encourage- 
ce ment to a Traitor to his Prince? For the Son of Jeſſe is 


e no better. And yet who but you to entertain him! Fur- 


“ niſh him with Proviſions and Arms, and to give him 
« comfortable Returns from the Oracle, of the hopeful Suc- 
* ceſs of his Deſigns. You cannot be ignorant that he is 
© now run away, in the Conſcience of the Malice he has 


« for my Family, and in the Fear of being taken up, and 
«© puniſh't fort.” 


The High-Prieſt made no Oppoſition to the Truth of the 
Charge; but frankly confeſs'd, that theſe Reſpects had a Re- 
gard, not ſo much to David, as to the Xing himſelf; © For, 
« ſays he, I did not receive him as your Enemy, but as the 
« faithfulleſt of your Friends and Officers; and, which is 
© more, in the Quality of your Son too, and a Relation in 
« fo tender a Degree of Affinity and Alliance. For how 
« ſhould any body imagine that Man to be your Enemy, 
© upon whom you have conferr'd ſo many Honours? Or 
% why ſhould not J rather preſume ſuch a Perſon, without 
* any further Enquiry, to be your ſingular Friend? If he con- 
& ſulted me about the Will of God, it is not the firſt Time 
* that he has done it, nor the firſt Time that IJ have given 
« him an Anſwer ; Neither has it been always alike, He 
ce told me that he was ſent in haſte by yourſelf, about ear- 
« neſt Buſineſs, and if I had not ſupply'd him with what he 
« wanted, it would have reflected an Indignity upon your- 
&« ſelf, rather then upon him. Wherefore I hope the Blame 
“ ſhall not be laid at my Door, even if you ſhould find. 


David to be as guilty at laſt, as you ſuſpect him be; 
<* unleſs an Act purely of Compaſſion, and Humanity, ab- 
_ & ſtrafted from the leaſt Thought, Knowledge, or Imagina® 
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©& tion of any evil Intention, ſhall be underſtood to make 
& me a Party to a —_ for the Service I render'd 
& him was Matter of Reſpect to the King's Son-in-Law, and 
the King's Military Officer, not to the Perſon or Intereſt of 
& David.” This was all plauſible and fair; but the Fear of 
the Danger wrought more upon Saul, then the Apology, tho' 
never ſo juſt, - So that without giving any Credit to the Ex- 
WV: cuſe, he commanded the Guards about him to ſeize 4bime- 
ere and his Family, and put them all to the Sword. The 
3 © Hebrews flatly refus'd to execute ſo ſacrilegious a Commiſſion ; 
FI; for it was no leſs, in the Conſtruction of their Religion, to 

þ put any Man to Death that ſerv'd at the Altar. Upon this 

1 Scruple, and Denial, the Charge was committed to Doeg the 
Syrian ; who with an impious Band of Ruffians, and Aſſaſ- 
fins like himſelf, began with the High-Prieſt, and went 
through his whole Family, to the Number of three Hundred 
and eighty five Perſons. This barbarous Maſſacre was no 
fooner over, but the ſame helliſh Crew was diſpatch'd away 
to Nob, the Seat and Reſidence of the Prieſthood, on the 
fame Errand, where they kill'd all the Inhabitants they 
I; could find, to a fingle Soul, ſparing neither Age nor Sex: 
1 And, in Conclufion, they laid the whole Town in Aſhes. 
1 Abiathar, the Son of Abimeleck, was the only Perſon that 

eſcap'd in this Butchery, to verifie an ancient Revelation 

from God to the High-Prieſt Eli foretelling him, that the 

Iniquity of his two Sons would in Time to come be puniſh'd 

with the Rooting- out of the Family. This execrable Cruel- 

ty of Saul's in the Extirpation of the Sacerdotal Race; the 
purtivg of Old Men, Women and Children to the Sword, 
without either Pity for the one, or Reverence for the other ; 
| the deſtroying of a City that God himſelf had honour'd with 
= BB à peculiar Privilege, by ſetting it apart. as a Nurſery for 
8. 2 and Prophets. This barbarous Courſe, I ſay, of in- 

Wm. umane Violences, ſhews us the licentious Corruptions of 
Fleſh and Blood, when unbridled Nature is left to itſelf, 


—_— * >, 8 
5 without ſome external Check upon it. While Men are 
2 = low, poor, and impotent ; in fear of Laws and Penalties ; 
uad in Truth, under ſome ſort of Neceſſity to appear ho- 


oo. neſt, *or want of Power to be wicked : How temperate, 
> Juſt, and gentle; nay, how religious do they pretend to 
be! They live as if they own'd a Providence, and beliey- 
* the Omnipreſence of an Almighty, and an All- ſeeing God. 

"But ſo ſoon as ever, they come to be deliver'd from the 

3 logs and Impediments of theſe Inabilities, and advanced 
0 the Authority of Prerogative and Government, they are 
WWW no 
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e no longer the ſame Men; but ſhift like Stage - Players, and 
d lay-by their old Manners with their old Cloaths, changing 
d both the Scene, and the Perſon. They grow bold, proud, 
f and inſolent; quitting all Reverence either for God or Man; 
f and inſtead of exerciſing that Piety and Juſtice, which can 
* only ſecure Men in that eminent Station, from the Stroke 
- of Detraction and Envy, (for their very Thoughts, as well 
'- as Actions, in that Height of Elevation, are expos'd to com- 


e mon Cenſure) they live, and act, as if either God knew 
; not what they did, or as if their Greatneſs had tranſported 
0 them out of the Reach of Divine Juſtice. When this arro- 
3 gant Vanity is once upon the Wing, what Havock does it 
Ee make of Men, and of Things! What Hurly-Bunlies, and 
ſ— Confuſions in the World ! They govern by their Paſſion, 
it not their Reaſon: Vain Fears, and groundleſs Averſions to- 
d ward ſome, and partial Prepoſſeſſions of Favour toward o- 
0 thers, are the only Counſellors they adviſe with. Now the 
y | Reſult of theſe Dictates is that which they impoſe upon the 
E World for no leſs than a Decree ratify'd in Heaven: And 
y all this while, not one Word, or Thought of the Future, 
: As for thoſe, in fine, that have done them ſignal Services, 
S, they commonly make them early Acknowledgments, by Ho- 


it | nours and Rewards: But then it is in every Informer's Pow- 
n er, by Subornation or Calumny, to ſtrip them for a Word 
le ſpeaking, not only of their Dignities, but of their Lives 
d too ; and all this without Proof, Probability, Trial ; nay, 
1 or ſo much as Examination. And this Tyranny exerciſes 
* itſelf not ſo much upon the Guilty that deſerve to be pu- 
d, niſh'd, as upon the Innocent that may be oppreſs'd without 
z Danger. os 2 

h We find all this to be punctually made good in the pre- 
or ſent Inſtance of Saul, the Son. of Kis, who was the firſt King 
1- of the Hebrews after the Diſſolution of the Ariſtocracy, and 
of the taking of the Adminiſtration out of the Hands of the 


2 Judges. He put to Death three Hundred Prie/ts and Pro- 

re phets, upon the Caprice of a bare Jealouſy of Abimeleck. He 

33 laid their City in Rubbiſh, kill'd all that were in it, and bu- 

o- ry'd the Dead under the Ruins of it: Doing all that in him 

| lay, toward the utter Extinction of the Sacerdotgl Order 

and Race: Without leaving ſo much as one Prieſt alive 2 
to ſerve at the Altar, or any Habitation to receive them 
Abiathar, the Son of Abimeleck, was the only Man that : 
ſcaped; and he carry'd the diſmal Tidings of the Doſtru- 
ction of his Father, and his Family, to David: Which was | 
no more, he ſaid, then he expected, when he faw Doeg Ml 
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there; who he was ſure would make the worſt of it to the 
King: And, in fine, he told Abiathar, that it went to the 
Heart of him to find himſelf any way the Occaſion of fo 
dreadful a Calamity. But, ſays he, ſince fo it is, keep 
\ wh you are, and ſtay with me, for you can be no where 
fer. 5 
2 About this Time there was Word brought to David 
that the Phili/tines were enter'd with an Army into the Pro- 
vince of Keilah, burning and deſtroying all before them 
wherever they came. David had a mind to attack them ; 
but not without conſulting the Prophet firſt, for Encourage- 
ment and Direction. The Prophet bad him go-on and proſ- 
per; whereupon he preſently drew- out; fought the Enemy, 
and routed them with a very great Slaughter, and carry'd- 
off a conſiderable Booty. After this, he ſtaid a while in 
Keilah, for a Guard to ſecure the Inning of the Harveſt, 
Saul, in this Point of Time, receiv'd a particular Account 
of David being in the Town, and likewiſe of the Action; 
as it was too conſiderable to lie long conceal'd. It was al- 
ſo obſervable, that the Relation was deliver'd much to Da- 
vid's Honour. Upon the Intelligence of David's ſhutting 
himſelf up in a walled Town, Saul look'd upon his Buſineſs 


to be as good as done; and as the Favour of a ſingular Pro- 


vidence that had put his Enemy into his Hands : So that 
he gave out Orders immediately for the Beſieging of Xei/ah; 
and not to quit the Place till David ſhould be brought to 
Juſtice, But David being premoniſhed by a Revelation, 
that if he did not ſeaſonably provide for himſelf, the Peo- 
ple of Keilaß would deliver him up to the King to ſave them- 
ſelves ; he quitted the City, and betook himſelf with his 
four Hundred Men into the Deſart, where he encamped up- 
on a Hill that was well fortify'd, by the Name of En-gedt: : 
But Saul underſtanding that David had left the Town, coun- 
termanded his Orders for the Siege too; while David, with 
his People, remov'd out of the Wilderneſs to Cæna, a Place 
belonging to Ziphe, where Jonathan the King's Son came to 
him, and ſaluted him with an Intent to have ſome Diſcourſe 


with him about Things to come. He bad him deſpond of 
> nothingf{#for all thoſe preſent Difficulties would vaniſh : For 
tte Time (he ſaid) was at hand when the whole Nation of 
= the Hebrews ſhould be his Subjects; adviſing him to conſi- 


der, that Bleſſings of that Quality are not to be compaſs'd 


_ withouy Toil and Hazard. So they renew'd their League 
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of Friendſhip over again, with a Sanction of moſt dreadful 
Curſes upon him that ſhould firſt act contrary to Covenants: 
The Obligation to be for Life, and God to be a Witneſs to 
it. This Solemnity being perform'd, Jonathan left David 
upon the Place, much eaſier, and better ſatisfy'd then he 
found him, and ſo return'd to his own Home, 

While this was a-doing, the Men of Ziphe, to curry Favour 
with the King, gave him to underſtand that David lay lurk- 
ing up and down about their Grounds, and undertook, if 
Saul would be pleaſed to come to their Aſſiſtance, to deliver 
him up; for it was but the ſecuring of ſome narrow Paſſes, 
and it would be impoſſible for him to *ſcape. Saul highly 
extolPd the Zeal, and Good-will of the Men, with very gra- 
cious Acknowledgments of the Obligation they had laid up- 
on him, in telling him where he might find his Enemy, and 

romis'd them large Requitals alſo for the Service they had 
done him. So he preſently ſent away his Agents, if poſlible, 
to find out David, and to ſearch all the Hiding-places in the 
Deſart for him; promiſing to follow them himſelf in a very 
fhort Time with his Army: The People of Ziphe were won» 
derfully forward and officious, not only to ſerve as Guides 
toward the Diſcovery of David in his Haunts ; but for the 
very Seizure of his Perſon, and the giving of him up into the 

King's Power, But after all the Villany of this pragmatical 
Zeal, their malicious Purpoſe was at laſt diſappointed. 
Now they might have held their Tongues in the Caſe, with 
all the Security imaginable : So that the Baſeneſs of their 
thruſting themſelves into the Treachery of betraying a pi- 
ous, and an innocent Perſon to Ruin and Deſtruction, con- 
trary to Law and Juſtice, was only a ſcandalous wicked Of- 
fice, undertaken for the very Wickedneſs-ſake ; but Merce- 
naries and Pick-Thanks will ſtick at nothing. gd 

David being ſeaſonably advertis'd of this brutal Conſpira- 
cy of the Ziphites ; and of the King's being upon his March in 
| Proſecution, and in Favour of it, he quitted the Faſtneſſes 

where he was before, and made away as faſt as he could to a 
great Rock in the (a) Wilderneſs of Maon. Saul having got- 
ten Intelligence upon the Way, of David's Removal, and what 
Courſe he took, follow'd him upon the Heel; and was come 
ſo near him, that Saul was on one ſide of the Rock, and Da- 
vid on the other, and juſt ready to be hemm'd. in beyond all 
Poſſibility of Eſcaping: But by great Providence, juſt in this 


preciſe Inſtant, came the ſad News to Saul, that the Pons 
8 5 : ; ' a 


— 


W 


(2) En te eremaa Simo. Jef. but tis Maon in Aux Verſion. 


j 


8 : 4 - bw 
. . W 9 
% - ++ TY + _ : 
En i OI” * 
5 =. . 22 * * 75 — 
* 1 we 8 TIN 


* ag 8 a - ** * 2 
Se- e rr — ET CFE EIN 


Jawrsn Aridi " Book VI. 


had broken - in upon the Hebraws, and were ravaging their 
Country. This Intelligence diverted Saul from his Purſuit 


ef David ; chuſing rather to turn his Arms upon the ſworn 


Enemies of the Nation, and to redeem his Country, then 


run the Riik of loſing all to gratify a particular Pick againſt 


one fingle Perſon. By this bleſſed Providence, was David 
deliver'd beyond all Expectation: And his next Retreat was 
to the Straits of Ex- gedi. | | | | 

* When Saul had encounter'd, and beaten back the Phi- 
k/tines, Word was brought to him once again in his Re- 
turn, where he might find David; for that he had been 
ſeen ſomewhere about En- gedi. Upon this Advice, Saul 
drew-out three Thouſand choice Men to march immediately 
after him. As they were upon the Way, and within a little 
of the Place, there was a deep dark ſpacious Cave, and Saul 
ſtept aſide into it alone, as a Place of Privacy, upon a ne- 
ceſſary Occaſion to eaſe himſelf. Now this Cave happen'd 
to be the very Place where David and his four Hundred Fol- 


towers had hid themſelves. One of David's People, that 


knew Saul very well, had the Fortune to diſcover him, and 
preſently went up to David with the good News, that now 
was his Time to put an End to all his Troubles, by taking 
the Opportunity of -a glorious Revenge, in cutting-off the 
Head of his mortal Enemy; for God had now deliver'd Saul 
up into his Hands. But it neither ſuited with David's Great- 
neſs of Mind, nor with the Senſe and Conlcience of his Du- 
ty and Allegiance, to lay violent Hands upon his Anointed 
Lord and Maſter, whom God himſelf had ſet over him; and 
bo return Evil for Evil. So that David cut-off a Piece of 
the Skirt of SauPs Garment, and ſo let him go: But repent- 
ed in the very Inſtant even of that too. 


Upon Saul's going out of the Cave, David follow'd into | 


the open Air, calling out after him : The King, upon the 
hearing of a Voice he was ſo well acquainted with, turn'd 
preſently about; and David, with all Decency of Reverence 
and Reſpect both to the Perſon, and the Occaſion, addreſs'd 
himſelf to him in Words to this Effect. 

It is a very unhappy Thing, Sir, with your Majeſty's gra- 
& cious Leave for this Freedom, when a great Prince has his 
4 Ears ſo open to Calumniators, and Detractors, as to ſuſpect 
the Integrity of his try'd, and moſt faithful Friends, upon 
& the Credit of the vaineſt and falſeſt of Men ; that is to 


a, iay, of Pick-Thank-Flatterers, and Underhand-Informers. 
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Book VI. Jewisn ANTI UITI2S. 411 
« Were it not, under Favour, a much more laudable Way 
c to put every Man to the Trial of his Honeſty by his Works? 
« For Words may be falſe as well as true; but Demonſtra- 
& tion by Fact, is infallible. You may be pleaſed now, upon 
cc the Force of this ſingle Inſtance at preſent before you, to 
& conſult your Reaſon, upon ſecond Thoughts; whether I 
have had hard Meaſure or not, in being taken for a Crimi- 
« nal, upon the Suggeſtion of an evil Intention, that never 
« ſo much as enter'd into my Thought; and yet it has (moſt 
«© unhappily to me) fo far gain'd Belief with your Majeſty, 
« that I go in Danger of my Life every Hour of the Day, and 
“ of the Night, upon a bare and an ungrounded Jealouſy of 
my Guilt, Can any Thing, with Pardon, be clearer, then 
„„the Evidence of your Majeſty's Miſtake, when you ſuſpe& 
« me for malicious Practices upon your Life, as well as on 
« your Family ? How will your Majeſty look God in the Face 
“% with this Guilt upon your Conſcience, that you are ſtill 
« practiſing upon the Life of a Perſon, that had you wholly 
© at Mercy, and the Opportunity of gratifying his Revenge; 
© and yet ſpar'd you out of good Nature, Juſtice, and Re- 
* ſpe&. Look you Sir, /ays he, I could as eaſily have taken 


* your Head from your Shoulders, as this Piece of Stuff from 


© your Mantle, (/hewing the Skirt that he had cut-off, to con- 
& firm the Truth of what be had ſaid.) J had not the Heart to 
_ © indulge any Thing of a vindictive Execution, though ne- 
* ver ſo juſt; while you at the fame Time, without any Dif- 
4 ficulty, or Scruple, purſue me with a moſt injurious Perſe- 
* cution. But let God judge betwixt us, who will determine, 
& in the Concluſion, which of the two was in the Right.” 
Saul was ſo confounded at the Modeſty, and Softneſs of 
the Young Man, and in ſuch Admiration at the good Nature 
and Humanity of David in ſparing his Life, after fo many 
bitter Provocations, that he could not forbear Groaning, up- 
on the Thought of it; and upon David's anſwering his Sigh 
with another.“ No, no, /ays Saul, theſe Lamentations will 
& better become me; for as you, on the one hand, have been 
ce the Cauſe, and the Author to me of a great deal of Good; 
& ſo have I, on the other ſide, made you a Return only of 
« Cruelty and Miſery, for all your Obligations and Benefits. 
Lou have in this, /ays he, given to underſtand, that you 
& are not degenerated from the Generoſity and Goodneſs of 
« your Anceſtors ; who, when they had their Enemies at Mer- 


& cy, choſe rather to diſmiſs them ſafe and free, then to make 


© an ill Uſe of the Advantage they had over them. Now do 


1 


I manifeſtly perceive, by the Paſſages of this Day, — 
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c God has ſet you apart for this Kingdom; and that the 
e whole Nation of the Hebrews is to be ſubjected to your 
& Government. Wherefore I have this Requeſt to make 
& you, that you will give me your Promiſe, upon Oath, to 
& forgive all the Injuries I have done you ; and that when 
e you come to be poſſeſs'd of your Government, you will 
& be merciful to my Family.” David paſs'd his Promiſe upon 
Oath to do as he was deſir'd, and fo diſmiſs'd the King, and 
(a) departed himſelf with his Train to the Straits of Miſpeh. 

+ At, or about this Time, dy'd the Prophet Samuel, a Per- 
ſon in great Reputation among the Hebrews, for his Probity 


and Virtue: And the People gave an eminent Proof of the 


Eſteem they had for him, in the Magnificence and Expence 
ef his Funeral. They bury'd him at Ramah in his own 


Country, and mourned for him afterward a long Time, not 
with the Ceremony of a formal publick Sorrow; but every 
Individual had a diſtinct, and a particular Share in the Loſs; 


for he was a Man of a natural Benignity and Juſtice, and 
molt remarkably in God's Favours for his Virtues. After 
the Death of Eli, he govern'd twelve Years alone; and then 


in the Reign of Saul, eighteen Years more, ending his Days 


according to the Relation that is here ſet forth. 

There liv'd at that Time near the Place where David fre- 
quented, a Man of Ziphe, of the City of (b) Emma, whoſe 
Name was Nabal. He was very wealthy in Herds and Poſ- 
ſeſſions; for he had in his Grounds three Thouſand Sheep, 
and a Thouſand Goats. David was ſo much his Friend, that 
he ſet his own People to aſſiſt Vabal's in looking after his 


Flocks ; forbidding tkem upon their uttermoſt Peril, either 
for Avarice, or for Hunger, or upon any other Pretence 


whatever, to touch ſo much as one Hair of them : No, not 


jf they ſhould be ſure not to be diſcover'd ; preaching to them 


ſtill upon the Text of doing Juſtice to all Men living, in Con- 
formity to the Will of God, who was never pleas'd with a- 
ny Man that coveted, or laid violent Hands on the Goods 
of his Neighbour. 
thoſe about him, and they liv'd accordingly : David little 


' imagining that his Kindneſs had been caſt away all this 


while upon a Creature fo unworthy, as he appear'd after- 
wards, of ſo generous, and ſo friendly an Office. 


his Nabal was a brutal, ill-natur'd Wretch ; but the 


Huſband of a well-faſhion'd, prudent, and agreeable Wo: 
P man. 


ä w 


5 ca) Eis | Gyn ma/ſtheroon anebe ſlenen. | + 1 Sam 25. 
(6) Epiphanius Scholoflicus has Maon for Emma. | 
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This was the Doctrine he inculcated to 


man. One Day as he was upon his Sheep-ſhearing, David 
ſent Ten of his People to Nabal with the Complement of a 
Thouſand good Wiſhes to him, and deſiring only ſome mo- 
derate Supply of Proviſions out of his Abundance ; for his 
Shepherds could inform him, that all the while they had 
been together in the Deſart, they had been ſo far from doing 
Nabal any Injury, that they had rather kept, and preſerved 
his Sheep for him: Cloſing the Diſcourſe with an Aſſurance, 
that what Friendſhip ſoever he ſhould do for David upon 
this Occaſion, ſhould be abundantly acknowledg'd. The 
Anſwer that Nabal returned them was courſe, and churliſh, 
like himſelf. [* David! ſays Nabal, Why who's that ſame 
& David, 1 wonder ?” They told him, he was one of the Sons 
of Feſſe. © Yes, yes, ſays Nabal, your Runaway-Servants 
look upon themſelves to be brave Fellows, I warrant ye.”] 
This contemptuous Affront put David in the Head of four 
Hundred Men toward Nabal, leaving two Hundred more be- 
hind them with the Baggage ; (his Number being now en- 
creaſed to ſix Hundred) with a Vow, and Determination that 
very Night to ruin Nabal, to all Manner of Purpoſes, with 
his Houſe and Family, Now David's Indignation againſt 
him, was not ſo much for his Barbarity and Ingratitude, 
where he had been ſo frankly obliged ; but for the Virulence 
of ſo inſolent an Outrage againſt a Man that never did him 
an Injury. „ | | 

W hile Matters were in this Hurry, ſome of Nabal's Shep- 
herds and Servants carry'd the Story of this Encounter to their 
Miſtreſs : Telling her how David had ſent to her Huſband to 
deſire a ſmall Pittance of ſomething to eat; which Nabal 
did not only refuſe, but anſwer'd him with inſufferable, and 
opprobrious Revilings ; though David had ever dealt honour- 
ably and reſpectfully by him upon ſeveral Occaſions ; elling 
her further, what Apprehenſions they had of the Miſchief, 
that the Senſe of this Indignity might bring upon herſelf 
and her Huſband. So ſoon as Abigail, the Wife of Natal, 
had heard what they had to ſay, ſhe preſently call'd for the 
Aſſes out; cauſed them to be laden with Preſents, and with- 
out one Word ſpeaking to her Huſband, (who was at that 
Time fuddled, and ſenſeleſs) ſhe put herſelf upon the Way 
to find out David; whom ſhe met coming down the Straits 
of the Mountain, and four Hundred Men following him, 
going to take Vengeance upon Nabal. Abigail had no ſpon- 
er Sight of him, but leaping from her Aſs, ſhe thre her- 
ſelf proſtrate upon the Ground, and © Humbly beſoughtDa- 
&« vid to paſs over the Words of her Huſband, as one dries : 
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Name was fuited to his Nature; Nabal, in Hebrew ſigni- 
« fying a Fool, and a Madman. She pleaded for herſelf, 


E that ſhe ſaw none of the Meſſengers to her Huſband; begg'd 
ce Pardon, and defir'd David to give God Thanks for ſendin 
« her as the Inſtrument to keep his Hands from Blood: An 
& Sir, ſays ſhe, may you ſtill preſerve yourſelf clear of that 
& Pollution, that God may turn the Vengeance that threa- 

& tens Nabal, upon the Heads of your Enemies. Be pleaſed, 


I 


cc I beſeech you, to accept of the good Will of your poor Ser- 


4 ant, with theſe ſmall Preſents; and, upon my humble 


« Requeſt, to paſs over the Offence of my Huſband, who 
ac hath ſo juſtly incurr'd your Diſpleaſure ; for there is no- 


cc thing ſo well becoming, the Character of the Perfon, that 


« Providence deſigns for a Crown, as Clemency and Com- 
e paſſion. David was prevail'd upon to receive the Preſents ; 
& and Woman, /ays he, Bleſs God that put it into your 
cc Heart to come hither this Day, you ſhould never have liv'd 
cc to have ſeen another elſe ; for I had ſworn to myſelf to 
« lay your Houſe in Ruins this very Night, and not leave 
dc one Soul alive in the Family of that ungrateful Man, that 


er had caſt ſo many Indignities upon me, and thoſe that be- 


ec long to me. You are however now come in a bleſſed Hour 
cc to allay my Rage, and put a ſtop to my Reſolution ; but 
ec yet after all, though I am content, for your Sake, to for- 
« give Nabal's Fault againſt me, there is a Judgment till 
« behind that attends him: And his ill Manners will be his 
cc Ruin ſome other way.” With theſe Words David diſcharged 
Abigail, who went directly Home, and found her Huſband 
among his beaſtly Companions, fo ſottiſhly drunk, that there 
was no ſpeaking to him that Night ; but the next Morning, 
while he was dry and ſober, ſhe told him the whole Story 
from End to End; which ſtruck him into ſuch an Aſtoniſh- 
ment, that he fell into a dead Numbneſs all over his Body 
upon't, and died in ten Days. David, upon the News of 
his Death, was heard to ſay, that the Judgment was righ- 


teous, and that God had avenged his Cauſe, while he that 

received the Injury came off with clean Hands. The World 
may gather from this Example, that there's no avoiding the 
Stroke of Divine Juſtice ; and that it is Providence that go- 


verns the World, not Paſſion, or Chance; but that both 


good and wicked Men are either rewarded, or puniſhed in 
their own Kind. 


After the Deceaſe of the Huſband, David ſent a Meſſage, , 


and an Invitation to the Widow; deſiring her to come o- 


ver to him; for he would take her to his Bed as his 8 
3 5 | | Wife. 


. 


, 
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Wife. Her Anſwer was, That ſhe was not worthy ſo 
c much as to waſh the Feet of David; but ſhe went to him 
however, With all her Equipage, and became his Wife ; an 
Honour that ſhe was indebted for to the Graces both of her 
Mind and Perſon ; for it was her Prudence, Modeſty, and 
Beauty, that recommended her to this Preferment. * David 
had alſo a former Wife, LAhinoam] of Abeſar ; but as for 
his late Wife Michal, the Daughter of Saul, her Father gave 
her away to Phalti the Son of Laiſh of Gallim. It was not 
long after this, when the Men of Ziphe brought a freſh Ac- 
count to Saul, that David was come into their Quarters a- 
gain, and that with a little Help he might be eaſily taken. 
Upon this Intelligence, Saul immediately marched toward 
them with three Thouſand Men; and the Night coming on, 
he pitched his Tents at a Place called (a) Zictlag. When Da- 
vid came to underſtand that Saul was moving that Way, he 
ſent out his Scouts for a particular Information where the 
Enemy lay ; and Word being brought that they had poſted 
themſelves near a Place call'd Zicklag, David got up in the 
Night, and with only Abiſbai, the Son of his Siſter Zeruiab, 
and Ahimelech the Hittite, went directly, without the Privity 
of any other Creature, into the Camp of the Enemy; where 
they found the King in his Tent, with his General Abner, 
and his Guards about him, all faſt aſleep. 

Abiſbai, ſeeing the King in his Bed, and his Lance by 
him, would needs have nailed him immediately to the 
Ground; but David held his Hands, and told him: . Aiſbai, 
« ſays he, Saul is God's King, and his Perſon ſacred, let the 
„Man be never ſo wicked; and he is only accountable for 
e the ill Management of his Power to him that gave him the 
ce Power itſelf. But for a Proof however, that I had him 
ec at my Mercy, though I would not make a bad Uſe of the 
% Advantage, I will now take away his Lance, and Pitcher 
„ of Water from his Bed-ſide.” David leaving the Camp as 
ſilently, and unperceiv'd, as he came into it, and betwixt 
the Darkneſs of the Night, and the Strength of his own Re- 
ſolution, he went his way, without any Apprehenſion of 
Danger upon the Adventure, He paſs'd the River, and then 
getting up to the Top of a Mountain near at hand, within 
hearing of the Camp, he called out from thence to Abner, 
and the Guards, as loud as he could, to wake them: Abner 
ſtarted upon this Clamour ; and hearing himſelf call'd * 
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(a) Satella Jo. but it ſhould be read Stela. 
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by Name, ery'd out aloud to know, who it was that would 
ſpeak with Abner ? Anſwer was made, It was David, the 
& Son of Fefſe, one of your Fugitives, © Are not you a fit 
ce Man, ſays David, to be a great Prince's Favourite; a Ge- 
ce neral of his Army, and to take upon you the Guard of his 
« Royal Perſon, and under all theſe honourable Obligations, 
© to lie dozing and ſtretching yourſelf at Eaſe, when your 
& Maſter's Life is in Danger? Can you tell me what is be- 
de come of the King's Lance, and the Pitcher of Water that 
ce ere this Night taken by the Enemy out of his Tent, and 
« from his very Bed-ſide ? And you, in the mean time, and 
« your Guards, all ſnorting about him, without knowing 
any Thing of the Matter? Whether this were Neglect, 
ce or Treachery, 'tis as broad as *tis long; for whether it 
ce was the one, or the other, you do certainly deſerve to loſe 
& your Head for't.” | 

When Saul came to find this to be David's Voice, and 
himſelf now a ſecond Time betray'd, betwixt the Frailty of 
his own Drowzineſs, and the Neglect of the Guards, into 
the Hands of the very Perſon, whoſe Life he himſelf was now 
about to take away ; miſtaking the beſt Friend he had for 
the moſt mortal of his Enemies: Saul, I ſay, was ſo ſenſible 
of David's Goodneſs and Reſpect, under the greateſt of Pro- 
vocations, and not without ſome fort of Right to be ſevere 
upon him, that © He gave him publick Thanks for his Life: 
« Bidding him ſet his Heart at reſt for the future, and fear 
© nothing, but return in Peace to his own Habitation ; for 
& he found by Experience, he ſaid, that his Life was not 
cc Jearer to himſelf then it was to David; whom he look'd 
© upon as his Preſerver, and a Perſon of fo try'd, and un- 
ce changeable Affection to him, that notwithſtanding all Ba- 
« niſhments, Hazards, and ill Uſages; Loſs of Friends, and 
© many violent Attempts upon his Life, he returned him 
& nothing but Benefits for Injuries, and Good for Evil.” Da- 
vid, at laſt, called for ſome Body to fetch back the Lance, 
and the Pitcher; appealing upon the whole Matter to the 
Righteous God of Heaven and Earth, to judge betwixt them, 
and to bear him Witneſs, that when he took away Saul's 
Lance and Pitcher, he could with as much Eaſe have taken 
his Life. . 3 a 

After this ſeeond Deliverance, Saul returned ſafe, and at 
Liberty to his Palace. * But David having no mind to ven- 
ture himſelf any longer in a Place, where he was ſtill in 
| | i „ Danger 
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Danger to be taken up, remov'd with his ſix Hundred Men 
into the Land of the Philiſtines, to live there, with the Con- 
ſent, and Liking of all his People. Being now come to A- 
chiſh, the King of Gath (a City belonging to the Phili/tines,) 
the King entertains David, and his two Wives, Ahincam, 
and Abigail. Saul all this while had notice ſtill of David's 
Removes ; but after two Diſappointments already, and fal- 
ling into the very Trap himſelf that he had ſet for David, he 
left his Adverſary to take his Fortune, and gave over the Chace. 

David found himſelf uneaſie in the City of Gath, and ſo 
took the Freedom to deſire of the King this Addition to his 
former Bounties; that he would be pleaſed to aſſign him 
ſome Place, or Portion of Ground in his Dominions, for 
himſelf and thoſe that belonged to him to live upon; for it 

put him out of Countenance to continue ſtill in a Place, 
where he muſt appear burdenſome to the People. So the 
King gave him Zicklag to himſelf, and his Heirs, for ever; 
and David retained a great Kindneſs for the Place, even af- 
ter he came to be King: But of this more at large in another 
Place. | 

David's Stay in Zicklag was four Months, and twenty 
Days; whence he made ſeveral Inroads upon their Neigh- 
bours, the Sarites, and Amalekites, carrying away vaſt Boo= _ 
ties of Mules and Camels ; but taking no Priſoners, for fear 
they ſhould tell Tales, and diſcover the whole Myſtery to 
Achiſh. He made the King Preſents however out of the Spoil, 
who would be aſking him now and then, where he met 

with all that Pillage. His Anſwer was, that he had made 
Incurſions into the Southerly Parts of Judah, and ſthere he 
found it. There was no great Difficulty to make 4chi/h be- 
lieve a Story that his Heart was fo ſet upon to have it true 
for it was reaſonably to be preſumed, that after all this Ha- 
vock and Outrage committed by David upon his own Coun- 
trymen, he would never dare to look homeward again ; and 
by that means have nothing left to truſt to, but the Service 
of King Achiſh. The Phili/tines were about this Time prepa- 
ring for a War againſt the Hebreus, and a general Rendezvous 
appointed upon ſuch a Day, in Rengam, where Achiſh was 
to draw them into a Body, and thence to lead them out a- 
gainſt the Enemy. *The King ſpake to David allo to join 
him, with his fix Hundred Men, over and above his own 
Troops ; who not only promiſed it with great Readineſs, but 


told Achiſh further, that the Time was now at hand, that 
E e would 
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would put it into his Power to make an honourable Return 
for all his Bounties. The King on the other hand, paſſing 
his Royal Word to David, the more to oblige him, that if 
he ſucceeded in this Battle, he would do him all the Honour 
that in him lay, and in particular, give him the Command 


of his Guards. | 


. 


CHAS, XI 


Saul conſults the Ghoſt of Samuel. The Spirit fortels 


him the Loſs of the Battle, with the Death of himſelf, 


and his Sons: And it proves ſo accordingly. The 
Amalckites pillage and burn Zicklagg David purſues, - 


and cuts them to pieces. 


T is to be noted, that Saul had already baniſh'd all Divi- 

ners, Sooth-ſayers, Fortune-tellers, and all other People 
whatſoever of thoſe vain Pretenſions, out of his Dominions: 
But the Prophets he ſtill retained. News being now brought 
him that the Phili/tines were advanced as far as Sunem, and 
encamped upon the Plain there, he went out to meet them, 
and drew up near the Mouhtain of Gilboa, directly over a- 
gainſt the Camp of the Enemy. The Armies being now in 
ſight one of another, Saul found the Phili/tines ſo much Su- 
Prior to the Hebrews, both for Order, and Number, that 


is Heart miſgave him, and ſunk upon it; and this Terror 


put him upon conſulting the Prophets about the Event of 
the expected Battle. The Queſtion being put, and no An- 
ſwer returned, the Silence of the Oracle was worſe to Saul 
then all the reſt; for he look'd upon it to be ſo ſoreboding 
a Preſage of an evil Fate at hand, that he fell into a down- 


right Deſperation upon it; and yet ſuch was the Hardneſs , 
of his Heart, and though God had withdrawn his Favour 


from him in ſuch a ſignal Manner, and he himſelf conſcious. 
of it, he had ſtill a Recourſe, after all this, to Conjurers, and 
Wizzards, to learn the Event of Things, and ſet People at 
Work to find him out ſome cunning Woman that could 
foretel Things to come; For there are a ſort of People that 
take upon them to call up the Ghoſts of the Dead, and by 
the Help of the Black-Art, to reſolve ſuch Queſtions as Saul 
had to aſk.” While he was upon this Enquiry, one of his 
Family told him, that he had heard of ſuch a fort of Wo- 
man at Endor. Upon this Information, Saul without 
any more ado, diſguiſes himſelf; and two Confidents 
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along with him, away he goes to the famous Woman at 
Endor, without a Word ſpeaking of it to any body elſe. The 
firſt Thing he ſaid upon coming up to her, was to deſire 
ſome Trial of her Skill, in calling up the Ghoſt of ſuch a 
certain Perſon as he ſhould name. The Woman excuſed 
' herſelf, out of a Reverence to the King's Edict, which had 

forbidden this Way of Divination, upon Pain of Baniſhment : 

Wherefore ſhe beſought him, not to betray her into a Snare; 

for if ſhe ſhould pretend to give a Reſolution, and be detected, 

the Practice would molt infallibly be her Ruin. But this Refuſal 
would not ſatisfie Sau!: So that preſſing her ſtill more and 
more, with bitter Imprecations upon himſelf, that no Mor- 
tal ſhould ever know of one Syllable that paſs'd betwixt 
them, either Queſtion, or Anſwer, ſhe was prevail'd upon 
at laſt, betwixt Oaths and Tmportunities, to venture herſelf 
upon the Credit of ſuch Aſſurances that ſhe was in ſafe 

Hands. 

Immediately upon her yielding, Saul bad her call up the 

| Ghoſt of Samuel. She knew nothing at all who this Samuel 
was ; but however, upon her calling him up, the Phantome 
appear'd, The Woman was under an Aſtoniſhment at the 

Sight of ſo Divine a Figure, and“ Turning toward Saul, 

* aſked him, if he were not Saul the King (for Samuel had 

told her as much :) Saul making Anſwer that he was the 

Man: And obſerving her to be trembling, and in Diſor- 

der, deſir'd to know what might be the Cauſe of that Con- 

© fuſion. She ſaw the Reſemblance, ſhe /aid, of an ancient 

“ Man with a radiant Glory about him, aſcending from the 

“ Earth.” Saul demanded of her what kind of Figure, of what 
| Years, and in what Habit it ſeem'd to be. A Man in 
| «© Years, ſhe ſaid; of a venerable Aſpect, and in a Sacer- 
“ dotal Veſt.” By this Deſcription, Saul concluded it to be 
. the Figure of Samuel, and fell down upon his Face, and 
N worſhipped. The Spectre demanded what he gave him 
5 © this Trouble for, to take him from his Place of Reſt ? Saul 
4 |. © reply'd, that it was abſolute Neceſſity: For he was threa- 
it «© ten'd, he ſaid, with a mighty Army, and wanted Advice 
d 
it 


* what to do: God had forſaken him, and he had neither 
© Prophets, Dreams, nor Viſions to fly to for Direction. For 
y © theſe Reaſons, he had now Recourſe (he ſaid) to Samuel, 
ul Ml © as his laſt Refuge, and a Perſon that he had ever found 
is “ favourable to himſelf and his Affairs.“ Samuel foreſeeing 
o- chat Saul had but one Day more to live, told him, How 
ut I © vain a Thing it was for him that knew himſelf forſaken of - 
its © God, to launch out into unſeaſonable Curioſities, what 
=_— Ee zac: 155 ſhould 
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ee ſhould hereafter become of him: But, ſays the Ghoſt, ſince 
C nothing elſe will ſerve your Turn, I am to tell you, that 
cc the Reſolution is taken, and the Sentence paſs'd: That 
&« js to ſay ; that David ſhall be put into Poſſeſſion of the Go- 
cc yernment, and bring the preſent War to a happy Conclu- 
& ſion, while you yourſelf are to loſe your Crown, and your 
Life together, for your Diſobedience to God in the Buſi- 
c neſs of the Amalekites ; and for the Contempt of his Com- 
& mands, which from my Lips you received by his Order 
& while I was living. Know further, That you are to be 
cc with me To-morrow ; your Army ſhall be overthrown, and 
« yourſelf, and your Sons fall in the Battle.“ 

Theſe Words ſtruck Saul ſpeechleſs, and in a manner 
dead; for he fainted, and fell to the Gygound upon them; 
whether out of the Tranſport of ſo ſurprizing a Sentence, or 
out of Weakneſs of Body with over-faſting, may be a Que- 
ſtion, for he had eat nothing for four and twenty Hours be- 
fore; but coming at laſt a little to himſelf again, the Wo- 
man was very earneſt with kim to take ſomewhat of Suſte- 
nance to ſupport Nature; deſiring no other Conſideration 
for the dangerous Office ſhe had render'd him, then to have 
the putting of him into a Condition of Strength and Ability 
to return to his Army. She was ſenſible enough of the Ha- 

Zard ſhe had run in the Exerciſe of a forbidden Profeſſion ; 
and eſpecially in the Violation of a Decree at the Deſire (un- 

wittingly) of him that made it. After twenty Importunities 
and Refuſals, in the Depth of his Deſperation, Saul was pre- 
vail'd upon, in the End, to admit of ſome Refreſhment. 80 
the Woman though ſo poor that ſhe got her Living by her 
daily Labour, kill'd her only Calf; dreſs'd it, and ſet it beſore 
Sauk and his Servants, with her whole Fortune in that 
Treat; who, in fine, took his Repaſt, and returned that 

Night to his Army. = 

I muſt not Mſs over here the Candour, the good Nature, 
and the Greatneſs of this Woman's Mind, without ſome 
Note of Admiration ! 'The King had forbidden her the Pra- 
ctice of an Art that was the only Maintenance of herſelf 
and Family. Here comes a Gueſt, and a Stranger to her, 
that ſhe had never ſeey before; but a Perſon in Miſery, and 
one that had need of her Advice in the-Way that he himſelf 
had forbidden ; for it prov'd to. be the King. She receiv'd 
him, treated him, and reliev'd him, and all this ſhe did wil- 
lingly, and chearfully, nay and ſo frankly too, that ſhe gave 
him all ſhe had, and without any Proſpect or Contempla- 
tion of a Reward by gaining the King's Fayour ; for he (ſhe 

N | | knew) 
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knew) wat doom'd to die. Beſide that over and above the 
Piety of theſe Offices, ſhe did all this for the very Man, whoſe 


Prohibition had been the Ruin of her. This Proceeding was 


quite contrary to the Cuſtom of the World, that makes Cha- 
rity an Intereſt, and gives or relieves only to get by the 
Truck; putting out Virtue, as they do Money, to Intereſt. 
We may reckon that we have recommended to us in the 
great Example of this generous Woman, the Honour and 
Humanity of doing good Offices to all People in Neceſſity; 


beſide that a ſincere and unaffected Charity, is a Virtue of 


all others the moſt acceptable in God's Sight. 
After this Right done to the Woman of Endor, there is 
ſomewhat further to be ſaid upon this Occaſion, by way of 


Admonition, that all Sorts of People may be the better for 


it; thoſe eſpecially that are born great, and prompted by 


honourable Inclinations to the Love and Practice of Virtue. 
For this is it, that makes Men immortal even upon Earth, 


and inſpires Princes and Governours with generous Thoughts 
and Reſolutions, in Defiance not only of Danger, but of 
Death itſelf, when the Safety and Well-being of their Coun- 
try requires it. 

This Caſe of Saul is an eminent Inſtance to my Purpoſe. 
He knew molt certainly that he was to die in this Combat; 
for the Prophet had told him as much; but he perſiſted yer 
in a Reſolution to ſtand his Fate, without betraying his Ar- 
my to the Enemy, or expoſing his Royal Dignity to Scorn, 
for the ſaving of his Carcaſs. He made it his Glory to die 
fighting for the Defence of his Government ; and rather to 
have his Sons, and his whole Family die Partners with him 
in the Honour of the Action, then to leave them behind him, 
under anxious Uncertainties how their Survivors might prove, 
comforting himſelf with this, that a good Name would ſup- 
ply the Failure of any other Poſterity. This is the Man that, 


in my Opinion, deſerves the Character ub juſt, brave, 


and wiſe; and I would have the ſame eration paid to 
all publick-ſpirited Examples of his Pitch, and Elevation, 


either paſt, or to come. For let Hiſtory ſay what it will, of 


ſome Men that may yet do great Things, perhaps upon the 
Hope, or Aſſurance beforehand of coming-off ſafe and victo- 
rious; theſe Men, are not to be losk'd upon as Heroes of the 
firſt Rate; (though much however to be eſteem'd) but thoſe 
rather, that like Saul, ſtand firm and unſhaken in a fearleſs 
Defiance of the worſt of Fatalities, and under the Certainty 


even of Death itſelf, What mighty Matter is it for a Man 


to yenture his Life upon a common Chance of War, and be- 
E e 3 > \' twixt 


So 


twixt Hope and Fear, to make the beſt of all favourable Ac- 
cidents! The other is the great Soul, that when he knows he 
is to periſh, boldly advances upon his Deſtruction; meets ir, 
and encounters his Fate, tho' without any Hope or Thought 
of ſurmounting it. Be this ſpoken to the immortal Honour 
of Saul, who hath made himſelf exemplary to all Lovers of 
Glory: And whoever would celebrate himſelf to After-Ages, 
muſt tread in his Steps; Princes eſpecially ; to whom it is ſo 
neceſſary to have exalted Minds, anſwerably to the Sublimity 
of their Fortunes, that a Mediocrity either of Courage, or of 
Virtue, is a kind of Scandal upon them. More might be ſaid 
upon the Subject of Saul's Dignity of Reſolution : But not 
to make this Digreſſion too tedious, I ſhall now go on where 
J left, N | 
*The Philiſtines having drawn their Troops together from 
all Quarters, according to their Diſtribution into Tribes, King- 
doms, and Governments ; Achiſh the King of Cath, with his 
Men after the reſt, and David with his Band of ſix Hundred 
after Achiſh, ſeveral of the Phil;/tine-Commanders taking notice 
of a Mixture of Hebrews among them, enquir'd from Whence 
they came ? who ſent for them ? and what they did there ? 
Achiſh made anſwer, That the Young Man there (pointing to 
David) was a Servant of Saul's, that was fallen under his 
Diſpleaſure, and forced to fly for his Life. He came to me 
Gays Achiſb) with the People he has about him, for Sanctua- 
Ty : Sol receiv'd him, and provided for him: And now upon 
this Occaſion he has promiſed me his uttermoſt Aſſiſtance a- 
gainſt Saul, in requital for his Protection, and to gratifie his 
Revenge. The Philiſtines were one and all againſt truſting 
a profeſs'd Enemy, and rather to have him ſent back again ; 
for they did not know, they /aid, what Miſchief the Treachery 
of fact! a Party might do upon ſuch an Occaſion; And for the 
Controverſie betwixt him and his Maſter, the Service he might 
do him upon this Opportunity, would compound for Forty 
' ſuch Breaches : Wherefore Achiſh ſhould do well, they ſaid, 
to look before him ; and without more Words, to remand him 
back to the Habitation he had aſſign'd him; for this was the 
David, they ſaid, that the Virgins cry'd- up ſo in their Songs, 
for killing ſo many Thouſands of the Philiſtines. Achiſh could 
not oppole the Force, and Reaſon of the Objection; and there- 
fore he thought fit to take David aſide, and diſcourſe him up- 
on that Subject. Young Man (/ays he) upon the certain 
% Proof and Experience that I have received of your 9 
| + an 
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© and Courage, I have now entertain'd you as my Allie and 
% Aſſociate in this Expedition; wherefore withdraw yourſelf 
4 immediately to the Place I have alloted you, and have a 
6 particular Care there of the Peace of my People, and the 
Country near you; for Fear my Enemies ſhould takeAdvan- 
« take of my Abſence, and preſs me with Troubles at Home, 
«© You will do me the Office of a kind Allie, and every Jot a 

© effectually in that Government, as if you were my Secon 

% in the Army. And in the mean time, I am as much your 
& Friend as ever.“ Upon this Declaration of Achiſh they parted, 
and David, according to his Order, went his way to Zicklag, 

* But in the mean time, while David was following the 
Camp of the Philiſtines, the Amalckites fell upon Zicklag ; took 

it, and laid it in Aſhes; making the like Havock in the Coun- 

try thereabout. hey pillag'd all, in fine, wherever they 
came, and at laſt went home again with what Booty they 
could carry along with them. David, at his Return, finding 
the Place of his Habitation deſtroy'd, and deſolate ; his own 
Wives, and the Wives and Children of his Fellow-Soldiers, 
hurry away Priſoners, with all that belong'd to them, he 
brake out into ſo paſſionate an Extravagance of Lamentation 
and Outrage, that he rent his Clothes, and wept himſelf a- 
dry, even for Want of Matter to ſupply more Tears. His 
Followers were ready to ſtone him too, for the Loſs of their 
Wives and Children. For he was the Cauſe of all, they ſaid ; 
and the whole Miſcarriage was laid at his Door. 

When David had mourned himſelf a weary, he came at 
Jaſt to think of applying to Heaven for Comfort: And fo deſi- 
red Abiathar the High-Prie/t, to put on his Pontifical Robes; 
and conſult God in Form ; and then report the Oracle. The 
Queſtion was, Whether or not, in caſe of overtaking the A. 
malekites upon the Purſuit, the Hebrews might be Allowed 
to receive their Wives and Children again, that had been 
taken from them before, and revenge themſelves upon the 
Enemy. The High-Prie/t bad David follow Sem, and proſper. 
Upon which Encouragement, he took his fix Hundred Men, 
and purſu'd them upon the very Heel to the Brook (a) Be- 
fer, where they found an Ægyptian that had loſt his Way, and 
was ready to periſh with Hunger, having been three Days in 
the Deſart without Eating. Theystook Pity upon him, and 
after giving him a little Refreſhment, they aſk'd him what 
he was, and to whom he belong'd ? He told them, he was 
an Ægyptian born, and a Servant to a Perſon, that was at 
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the Sacking and Burning of Zicklag, and the Country there- 
abouts ; who left him upon the Way, in his Paſſage Home 
again, becauſe he was ſo faint, that he could not keep-up 
with the Troops. David made uſe of this Egyptian for his 
Guide, upon the Trace of the Amalekites, whom he overtook 


at laſt, and found them tumbling upon the Ground; ſome 


guttling, others fuddling ; and ſome again with much Pride, 
and Vanity, in the Contemplation of their late Booty : But, 
in ſhort, while they lay dozing, and drown'd in Sleep and 
Drink, and their Thoughts wholly ſet upon their Eaſe and 
Pleaſure ; heedleſs, defenceleſs, and unarm'd, David fell up- 


on them in this Diſorder and Confuſion, mingling their Blood 


with their Wine, and with great Eaſe doing dreadful Exe- 
cution upon them: So that upon the Main, what with thoſe 
that had no Arms at all, and thoſe that had Arms, but were 
too drunk to uſe them ; there *ſcap'd of the whole Number, 
not above four Hundred Perſons, who were carry'd off by 
the Speed of their Camels. The Purſuit laſted from Noon 
till Night; and in the Cloſe of the Action, they recover'd 
their Wives, Children, and Booty. ws 
David had but four Hundred Men with him in this Ad- 


venture: The other two Hundred (Part of the ſix) were left 


behind for a Guard to the Baggage. Upon his Return from 
the Chace, and the Spoil, the four Hundred that were upon 
the Action, would not allow the other two Hundred that 


were upon eaſier Service, to have any Part in the Booty, 


more then that of their Wives and Children; David look'd 
upon it as an unreaſonable Propoſition : © For ys he) the 
6 Victory was God's, and being a Bleſſing upon the com- 
ce mon Cauſe, it is but Reaſon that the whole Body ' ſhould 
< partake of the Benefit; eſpecially where the one Part of 
& jt was upon Duty as well as the other! and at the ſame 
«& Time preſerv'd the Baggage.” This Deciſion paſs'd into 
a Law, which is ſtill in Force to this very Day. That is to 
ſay; The Spoil to be equally divided betwixt them that 
guard the Baggage, and thoſe that fight the Battle. David, 
after his Return to Zicklag, ſent up and down to his Friends 
and Acquaintance in the Tribe of 7udah, Preſents out of the 
Spoil. We ſhall paſs now from the Deſtruftion of Zichlag, 
and the total Overthrow of the Amalehites, to a bloody Vi- 
ctory obtain'd by the Philiſtines over the Hebrews. 


*The Armies join'd, and the Encounter was very ſharp. | 


Saul and his Sons did all that was poſſible for brave 1 to 
5 | : | O 5 


— 


I Sam. 31. 


aa b a * 288 ah 


1. . Ou. as -WhS%S 2&4 oa oe 6 a6 


My = + A Ws es + WY 64 


Book VI. Jewisn AnTiqQuities, 425 
do ; but finding themſelves oppreſs'd with Numbers ; (for the 
whole Streſs fell upon them) they had no more to do, they 
ſaw, then to die honourably, and to ſell their Lives at ſuch a 
Rate, that the Enemy ſhould have little Reaſon to boaſt of 
the Purchaſe. They were ſurrounded, in fine, with freſh and 
freſh Multitudes; and till as they cut- off one Party, another 
came -· on: So that in the End they themſelves were forced 
to ſubmit to the Neceſſity of an inſuperable Fate. Upon the 
Fall of Saul's Sons, to wit, Jonathan, Aminadab, and Melchi, 
that were {lain in the Heat of the Battle, the whole Army 
fell into a Confuſion, and fled in a direct Rout; the Phili- 
ines preſling upon the Rear with a prodigious Slaughter ; 
Saul ſhifted for himſelf a while, with a ſmall Body of his 
own, till in the End they were broken all to pieces by the 
Philiſtines Darts and Arrows, and he found himſelf ſo weak- 
ned with Wounds and Loſs of Blood, that after all his he- 
roical Exploits, he was not able either to ſtand upon his 
Legs, or to do Execution upon himſelf. In this Extremity, he 
called, to his Armour-bearer to do him the good Office, that 
he might not tall alive into the Hands of his Enemies. But 
the Servant excuſed himſelf, out of the Veneration he had 
for Majeſty, and upon that Refuſal, Saul caſt himſelf upon 
the Point of his own Sword : But not being able to finiſh 
what he had begun, he took notice of a Young Man, an * 
malekite, there at hand, and deſired him to take the Sword, 
and ſome way or other give him a Diſpatch. He did it at 
firſt Aſking, and in the ſame Inſtant made Prize of Saul's 
Golden Bracelets, and of his Royal Crown, running away 
with them immediately as faſt as he could. When the Ar- 
mour-bearer ſaw that Saul was dead, he laid violent Hands 
upon himſelf too, and there was not one Man of the King's 
Guard that out-liv'd his Maſter. This Battle was fought 
near the Mountain of Gilboah. 
No ſooner had the Hebrews of the Valley beyond Jordan, 
and the Cities on the Plains, gotten Intelligence of the Death _ 
of Saul and his Sons, and of the entire Deſtruction and Dit- 
ſolution of his Army ; but they withdrew themſelves out of 
their open Towns into Faſtneſſes, and Strong Holds: While 
the Philiſtines took Poſſeſſion, and without any Oifficulty 
made themſelves Maſters of the Places the other had quitted. 
On the next Day after the Battle, the Philiſtines coming into 
the Field to view the Dead, found the Bodies of Saul, and I 
his Sons, among the reſt, They ſtrip'd them, cut-off their 1 
Heads, and ſent Expreſles every Way up and down with tze 1 
* e : | News 4 
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News of this Defeat. Their Arms they depoſited in theTem- 
ple of 4/htarcth, and their Bodies they expoſed upon Gib- 
bets, under the Wall of the City of Beth, known at this 
Day by the Name of Scythopolis. Au” rbarous Outrage + 
upon the Bodies of Saul and his Sen coming to the Ears 
of the Men of 7aveſh-G:lead, they took up ſuch an Indig- 
nation at the Inhumanity of refuſing them the laſt Rites of 
Burial, that they made a Party of daring, enterprizing Spi- 
rits, among themſelves, (as that Place is full of them) and 
travelling all Night; took down the Bodies of Saul and his 
Sons, from ghe Walls of Bethſbhan, and carry'd them away 
to Fabeſh ; not a Creature daring to open his Mouth again 
them, Their Deaths were lamented by the whole People 
of the Place ; who gave their Bodies a publick, and an ho- 
nourable Interment in the chief Part of their Province. They 
ſpent ſeven Days in ſo ſtrick a Solemnity of Faſting and 
Mourning, that Men, Women, and Children were all bound 
indiſpenſably to obſerve it. | — 9 
This was the End of Saul, according to the Prediction of 
Samuel, for his not proſecuting the War againſt the Ama- 
Ekites, according to his Order, and for the Maſſacre of A. 
bimeleck, and his Family, with the Devaſtation even of the 
Sacerdotal City itſelf. He ruled in the Days of Samuel, 
(a) eighteen Years, and twenty two more after his Deceaſe; 
coming to his unhappy End, in Manner as it is here ſet 
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David's Lamentation for the Death of Saul and Jona- 
than. Je Tribe of Judah ſetsup David fer their 
King. Abner ſets-up Iſhboſheth, Abner marches 
againſt David, and is defeated by Joab. Hazael pur- 
þ Abner, and Abner fills him. " taking a Die 

uſt at Iſhboſheth, goes-over to Pavid; and 1s after- 
Wards bafely murder'd by Joab, David paſſionately 
laments him. 


«7 HE ha laſt above mention'd was fought upon 
| the very Day of David's coming back to Zicklag, 


from the Overthrow of the Amalekites ; and on 


the third Day after that, came the Perſon that had kill'd 


Saul, and made his eſcape out of the Battle. He advanc'd 
toward David with Aſhes upon his Head, and his Clothes 
all rent, and ſo threw himſelf down proſtrate at his Feet. -- 
David aſked him what he was, and from whence he came 


in ſuch a Dres ? He told him, that he was an Amalcekite, 
5 - 4 and 


4. ** * 7 * 8 
— 


. = 
— — ſ — —— 
. * 
oe * 
„ - 
- * 


* 2 Sam. 1. 


428 Jzwisn AnTrqQuUrtTies. Book VII. 
and came from the unfortunate Battle of the Hebrews, where 
the King himſelf, and his Sons, were miſſing after the Batile, 
befide many Thouſands of the Army. © I ſhall ſpeak no 
« more, ſays he, then what I ſaw with my own Eyes. It 
< was my Fortune to be near the King, when he was in his 

4 Fxtremity. He caſt himſelf upon the Point of his own 
« Sword ; but ſo faint with his Wounds, 'that he could not 
ec execute what he had begun: So that upon his earneſt De- 
cc fire, I was forced to do the Office for him, to keep him 

4c from falling alive into the Hands of his Enemies.” He 
ſhewed David at the ſame time, the Bracelet and the Crown 
that he took from the dead Body, to confirm the Truth of 
the Story, which he reſerved for a Preſent to David. There 
was no Place left for doubting, after this Evidence; ſo that 

David rent his Clothes upon it, and ſpent the whole Day 
with his Friends, in Tears and Lamentations. But the moſt 
ſenſible Part of his Affliction was the Loſs of Jonathan, his 
ever-dear and faithful Friend, and more then once the very 
Preſerver of his Life. Now ſo tranſcendent was the Virtue of 
David, and the Generoſity of his good Nature toward Saul, 
that notwithftanding ſo many repeated Practices upon his 

Life, he did not only deplore his Misfortune, but order'd 

the Criminal to be deliver'd up to Jultice ; not only up- 
on his own Confeſlion, but upon the more certain Evi- 
dence of his Guilt, in the Crown and the Bracelet, that he 
took from Saul after he was dead, to carry them to David: 

And proving himſelf, over and above, to be the true Brood 

of an Amalehite, by owning the very Principle of a Regicide. 

To ſay nothing of ſeveral Elegies and Epitaphs of David's 

Compoſition to the Honour of Saul, and Jonathan, that are 

ſtill extant to this very Day. 

* When David had paid his laſt Duties to the Honour and 

Memory of Saul and his Sons, and that the Term of the 

Mourning was expir'd, he conſulted God by the Prophet, 

which of the Cities of Judah ſhould be allotted him for his 

Habitation ; and it was anſwer'd Hebron : Wherefore he left 

Zicklag immediately, and repaired thither, with his two 

Wives, and the Guards of his Perſon that he had about him; 

whither the whole Body of the Tribe came flocking, ſoon 
after, and in a full Convention with one Voice proclaim'd 
him King. David had heard by this Time of the generous 
and reſpectful Behaviour of the Men of Jabeſh toward Saul 
and his Sons, and how bravely they refcu'd their Bodies row 
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the Gibbet, in the Face of the Enemy, and pave them a 
pompous, and an honourable Burial : So that he ſent them 
particular Acknowledgments, in his own Name, for what 
they had done in favour of thoſe Princes, as an Obligation 
that ſhould for ever be remember'd to their Advantage : 
The ſame Meſſenger giving them alſo to underſtand, that 
the Tribe of Judah had created and declared David their 
King, | | | | 
In this Juncture, Aner the Son of Ner, and Saul's Ge- 
neral, a Man of a large Heart and Soul, and naturally cut- 
out and qualify'd for glorious Undertakings : This great 
Man, I ſay, had no ſooner heard of the Death of Saul, Jo- 
nathan, and Two other of his Sons, in the late Battle, but 
away he poſted to the Camp to look after Iſbboſbeth; at that 
Time, the only Survivor of Saul's Male-Ifſue.. So he found 
him at laſt; and to put him out of Harms-way, croſs'd the 
River Fordan with him, and got him to be accepted and 
declared King of all Fael, the Tribe of Judah accepted; ap- 
pointing (a) Meanahaim for his Reſidence, which ſignifies as 
much as the Camp. Abner was ſo incenſed againſt the Tribe 
of Judah for the Choice of their King, that he reſolved to 
make War upon them for it, and ſo detach'd a Body of the 
beſt Men he could pick-out, for the Encounter. Joab, the 
Son of Suri, and Zerviab, David's Siſter, had the Command 
of David's Army; taking Two Brothers, AJiſbai and 
Hazael, along with him. When they were advanced to a 
certain Fountain of Gibeon, the Two Armies being now in 
Sight of one another, drew up: But as they ſtood in Order 
there, and ready to engage, Abner propounded a Trial be- 
forehand between ſo many, and ſo many of a Side, to ſee 
which were the braver Men of the Two. So by Conſent 
they ſent out Twelve and Twelve to diſpute the Point, be- 
twixt, and in Sight of the Two Armies. They began the 
Combat with their Darts, and then fell-in with their Swords; 
Every Man taking his Adverſary by the Hair, and digging 
and ſtabbing one another till they fell all dead upon the 
Place. Upon this, the Armies join'd, and for a while it 
was hard fought on both Sides: But in the End, Abner was 
totally routed, and put to Flight; 7oab, and his Two Bro- 
thers at the Heel of him upon the Purſuit, encouraging their 
Men, both to the Chace, and to the Execution. But no Man 
ſtuck ſo cloſe to him as Hazae/; who was ſo light of Foot, 
that he had the better of moſt Horſes; and having ſingled 
Wy him 
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him out, preſs'd cloſe after him, without turning either to the 
Right-hand or to the Left. When Abner found him ſo 
hard upon him, he offer'd him a Suit of Arms to let him go; 
and ſeeing that would not take him off, he fairly advis'd him 
not to put him to the Neceſſity of doing him a Miſchief, for 
the ſaving of his own Life: After which, he could never 
think of looking his Brother in the Face again. Abner per- 
ceiving by this Time, that Hazael was not to be wrought up- 
on, he turn'd his Lance in his Flight, and ſtruck his Pur- 
ſuer dead upon the Place. This Accident put ſome kind of 
ſtop to the Purſuit ; for the People gave over the Chace to 
ſtand gazing at the Spectacle. But Jab and his Brother 
Abiſhai were now paſt the dead Body, and fo exaſperated a- 


gainſt Aöner for the Death of their Brother, that with an 


incredible Speed and Vigour, they preſied the Purſuit till to- 
wards Sun-ſet, to Mathon; that is to ſay, the Aguaduct. In 
this Place Abner, with the Tribe of Benjamin, took the Ad- 
vantage of a Riſing Ground to obſerve the Enemy, and from 
thence to reaſon the Caſe with Foab after this Manner. 

* That this outragious Animoſity was already gone too 
% far among People of the fame Blood and Profeſſion. As 
« for your Brother Hazael, ſays he, I begg'd of him to be 
* quiet, and let me alone without Purſuing any further; 
© but he brought it to this in the Concluſion, that I muſt 


either take away his Life, or loſe my own: So that he may 


c even thank himſelf for this Miſcarriage.” Foab could not 
oppoſe the Fairneſs of 4bzer's Plea, and ſo cauſed a Retreat 
to be ſounded ; Encamping upon the ſame Place that Night: 
But Abner continu'd his March over the River Jordan, and 
fo to the Palace of 1/hboſheth, the Son of Saul. Foab, the 
Day following, took a View of the Dead, (which he cauſed 


to be bury'd) computing that Abner loſt three Hundred and 


ſixty Men, and David Nineteen; without reckoning Hazael, 
whoſe Body was carricd by Foab, and Abiſhai, to Bethlehem, 
and there laid in the Sepulchre of their Fathers; from whence 
they returned. to David at Hebron. . 

* This Controverſie betwixt the Houſe of David, and the 
Houſe of Saul, was the Riſe of a long Civil War among the 
Hebrews ; But {till as David and his Party got the better of 


it in all Encounters, ſo the Sons of Saul, on the other fide, 


were ſtill wor/ted in whatever they undertook. David, in 
the mean time, had + ſix Sons by as many Wives. There 
| | | was 


I. * 


* 2 Sam. 3. | . 
T See 2 Sam. 3, 4. and compare the Original, and the Od Latin 
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was Ammon the Son of 4hin.am ; Daniel, the Son of Abigail, 
Abſalom, the Son of Maacah, the Daughter of Telmai King 
of Geſhar ; Adonijab, the Son of Haggith ; Sphacia, the Son 
of Abithal, and Fethrakam the Son of Egla. 

In the Proſecution of this Civil War, it was the Prudence, 
the Intereſt, and the Popularity of ner, more then any 
thing elſe, that ſupported the Pretenſions of Saul's Family, 
and kept the People in their Obedience to 1/hboſheth. But 
this Prince being informed that 4brer liv'd in a kind of ſcau- 
dalous Familiarity with Rizpah, the Daughter of Sibeth, one 
of his late Father's Goncubines, he laid it point-blank to his 
Charge, and ſchool'd him fo ſeverely about it, that it pur 
him into a ſevere Fit of Melancholy, and Indignation, to 
find all his faithful Services to Saul, and his Family, fo ill- 
requited. Upon this Provocation, he meditated a Revenge, 
no leſs then the taking of the Crown off from 1fb:ſheth's 
Head, and ſetting it upon David's; and giving the World 
to underſtand, that hboſheth was not advanced to the Go- 
verameat for any Virtue, or Ability of his own ; but by the 
Advice, Arms, Intereſt, Recommendation, and the try'd 
Fidelity of Abner. 

While this Humour was at Work, he ſent a Commiſſioner 
to Hebron, with full Power to ſtrike up a League with David 
in his Name, upon this ſingle Condition: That from, and 
after the Time of Abner's drawing off all the Tribes from V- 
bofheth to David, and advancing David to the Throne by the 
univerſal Conſent of the People, Abzer ſhould be received 
from that Day forward, as David's Fir/t Miniſter and Favou- 
rite, Nothing could have been more welcome to David then 
this Propoſal of Abner's, and It was entertained accordingly. 
The firſt Thing he deſired, as the Earneſt of a future Alliance, 
was the reſtoring of Michal, whom he had purchaſed with 
very great Labour and Hazard, . beſide the Heads of ſix 
Hundred Phili/tines paid down upon a Bargain for her with 
Saul. So Abner took Michal out of the Arms of Phalti, upon 
whom ſhe was beſtow'd, with the Privity and Aſſiſtance of 
Iſpboſbeth, who had been already poſſeſs'd with the Merits of 
the Cauſe, and the Reaſonableneſs of the Demand. While 
Things were at this Paſs, Abner call'd the Elders, and the 
Commanders; or in ſhort, the Principals of the People both 
Military and Civil, together: To whom he deliver'd himſelf 

upon the preſent Occaſion to this Purpoſe. : 
© There was a Time, ſays he, when you would have gone 
ec over from- 1/hboſheth to David, and I was againſt it; but 
& you are now at Liberty to do what you pleaſe : Nor the Pro- 
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it phet Samuel hath moſt infallibly aſſur'd us from the Voice 
& of God himſelf, that David is the Man, whom Divine 
& Providence hath deſigned for the Xing and Governour of 
cc the whole Nation of the Hebrews : And that it is he, and 
ce only he, that is to avenge us upon the Phil/i/tines, and to 
& bring them under our Yoke.” Theſe Words were ſo clear 
a Diſcovery how Abner ſtood inclin'd, that the Heads of the 
People, and of the Army, fell in unanimouſly with his O- 
pinion ; and from that Time forward, declar'd and acted 
barefac'd, in favour of David. When they had proceeded thus 
far, Abner, in the firſt Place, call'd for the Benjamites, which 
were all of the Life-Guard to /hboſheth, ſpeaking to them in 
the ſame Manner with the former, and with the ſame Effect 
too; for they all declar'd themſelves as one Man for David. 

When Abner had made this Advance toward the Perfor- 


mance of his Conditions, he took a matter of twenty Men | 


of his own Choice away with him to David; in order, part- 
Iy, to the ratifying of the Treaty; and in part, for common 
Satisfaction, becauſe Men are better pleas'd to do their own 
Bus'neſs themſelves, then by Proxies. And he had in it alſo 
this further End, that the Proceedings on both Sides might be 
the more impartially tranſmitted from the one to the other ; 
and an exact Report made of what had paſs'd between him- 
ſelf, and the Heads of the Tribes, and how he had now 
brought over the Benjamites to David's Party. Abner and 
his Company were treated by David with all imaginable 
Freedom, and Magnificence, for the Time they ſtay'd ; but 
after ſome few Days, he deſir'd for the preſent to be diſmiſs'd, 
that he might fetch up the Army, and the People to him; 
and, upon delivering up the Government into his Hands, 
by the Conſent of the whole Nation, make good what he 
had undertaken. LY 

Abner was preſently diſpatch'd according to his Deſire, 
and hardly out of the Gates of Hebron at one End of the 
Town ; but Foab, David's General, that had been ſome- 
where abroad (it ſeems) came in at the other: Where 
being given to underſtand that Abner had been in private 
with David, upon certain Propoſals to ſettle him' in the 
Government; the Conditions offered and accepted, and à 
League ſolemnly ratify'd betwixt them, and himſelf juſt 
then ſent back upon that Errand ; an outrageous Jealouſie 
took Joab in the Head upon't; that this Intrigue of Abner's 
would be his Ruin ; and ſupplant him, not only in his Ma- 
ſter's Favour, but in the moſt honourable of his Commiſſi- 


ons : Eſpecially conſidering that Abner was a Man of * f 
and 
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and Addreſs, and dext'rous enough to make the beſt of a 
fair Game. | 
The Venom of this Envy began now to work in the Heart 
of Foab, and his firſt Recourſe was to Back-biting and De- 
traction. So that away he went with a ſmooth Tale to the 
King, and an Advice at the End of it, that he ſhould do well 
to have a care how he truſted Abner ; for his Bus'neſs was 
above all Things in the World to eſtavliſh the Family of Saul 
in the Government. His Pretences were only Snares: And 
upon the gaining of his Point, and pumping out what he had 
a mind to know, he was now gone home again to reap the 
Fruits of his falſe Dealing. When Foab found that there 
was no Good to be done upon David, by Calumny and Slan- 
der, to the Prejudice of Abner, he bethought himſelf of a. 
ſurer, and ſhorter way of doing his Bus'neſs, by taking away 
his Life; and ſo ſent Meſſengers poſting after him in David's 
Name, to call him back again, under a Pretext of ſome- 
what forgotten in his Inſtructions that was very conſiderable. 
They overtook him upon the Way at a Place call'd Sirah, 
ſome twenty Furlongs from Hebron ; and upon delivering 
their Meſſage, Abner very innocently went back with them 
to the City, little dreaming of what afterwards befel him. 
Upon his coming up to the Walls of the Town, there ſtood 
Foab in the Gate with a wonderful Appearance of Kindneſs 
and Humanity, ready to receive him; (as the Devil himſelf 
is never fo wicked as in the Shape of an Angel of Light) fo 
taking him aſide, as upon ſome private Bus'neſs, he took the 
Opportunity of a ſecret Corner out of Sight, only his Brother 
Abiſbai in Company with him; and ſurprizing him at una- 
wares, ran his Sword into his Guts, Thus was this brave 
Man taken off by the perfidious Malice, and Hy pocriſie of 
Joab, in Revenge (as he pretended) for the Death of his Bro- 
ther Hazael, that was ſlain in the Battle of Hebron, upon 
the violent Purſuit of Abner: But in Truth, to gratifie his 
Jealouſie and Revenge, for fear of being ſupplanted in his 
Court-Preferments. This is to ſhew us, that Men abandon'd 
to the Luſts of Avarice and Ambition, will ſtick at nothing; 
for they are never at eaſe, ſo long as they ſee any Thing 
above them. So long as they are in the Purſuit of what they 
eagerly deſire, they preſs their Ends without ever examining 
or conſidering the Means, There isno ſuch Thing as Scruple 
of Honour, or Conſcience in the Caſe ; but right or wrong, 
how the Work may be done; and they are ſtill bolder yet 
in the Defence and Maintenance of a Thing ill gotten, then 
0 ICE : F f | they 
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they were in the acquiring of it: For they can better bear 
a Miſcarriage in miſſing what they would have been at, then 
the Shame of having any Thing forc'd away from them that 
they have gotten. They will, in ſhort, ſtruggle harder to 
keep what they have ; eſpecially when they have taſted the 
ſweet of it, then to get what they had not: But here's cnouglt 
in a Word upon this Point. 

The News of Abner's Death went to the Heart and Soul 
of David, inſomuch that upon the very Inſtant of hearing it, 


he ftretch'd forth his Right-hand toward Heaven, in an Ap- 


peal, and Proteſtation, upon the whole Matter, that he was 
neither privy, nor conſenting io the Fact; curſing moſt bitter- 
ly the 4/af/m whoever he was; his Family, and all his Com- 

lices: And all this, not only in a Deteſtation, of ſo baſe, 
and unmanly a Practice; but likewiſe to purge himſelf, up- 
on the ſtricteſt Niceties of Faith and Honour, that he had 
been true to Abner. He appointed by Proclamation a pub- 


lick Mourning for him, with all the Solemnities of tearing 


Garments, and putting on Sackcloth. He himſelf with his 
great Miniſters and Officers aſſiſting at the Funeral, and giv- 


ing ſufficient Demonſtrations, by wringing of Hands, beating 
their Breaſts, and other Expreſſions of Sorrow, both of the 


Veneration they had for Abner's Memory, and the Senſe they 


had of ſo ineſtimable a Loſs, all People being now fully ſa- 


tisfy'd in the Concluſion, that Davzd was far from approving, 
or conſenting to fo execrable an Act. He cauſed the Body to 


be interr'd at Hebron, with great State and Magnificence, com- 


poſing an Epitaph himſelf, to the Honour of the Deceas'd. He 
was the chief Mourner, #, a Preſident to all the reſt, who 
acted in Conformity to his Example. The Death of Abner, in 
few Words, pierc'd the Heart of him to ſuch a Degree, that his 


Friends could not prevail upon him to touch either Meat, or 


Drink, that whole Day. The Severity of this religious Strict - 
neſs gained exceedingly upon the Affections of the People, and 
particularly upon the Friends of A4bzer; to whom nothing 
could be more acceptable then this laſt Teſtimony of David's 
Inclination and Eſteem for his Perſon, and Memory, now he 
was gone; for he did not treat him, they ſaw, with a ſlight and 


ignominious way of Burial, as an Enemy, but with all the 


Tenderneſles of Generoſity, Juſtice, and Friendſhip. Beſide 
that it highly elevated the Character of David's Piety and good 
Nature, in giving Men to underſtand what they might ex- 
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to be theirs. So that David, in this Way of Proceeding, con- 
ſulted his Intereſt, as well as his Reputation, and Virtue ; 
for after this Proof, he was never ſuſpected for want of 
Good-will to Abner. 

When the Company were upon the Point of breaking up, 
David entertain'd them with a ſhort Diſcourſe to the Advan- 
tage of Abner, and firſt upon the Account of his own parti- 
cular Unhappineſs, in being depriv'd of a Friend he had ſo 
great a Value for : And then with a Reſpect to the Publick, 
how much the whole Nation ſuffer'd in the Loſs of fo brave, 
and fo wiſe a Man; and, in ſhort, a Perſon ſo neceſſary 
both for War and Counſel. *© But God, ſays he, that go- 
* verns all Things, will not let this Murder paſs unrevenged : 
«© He is my Witneſs, that I am not in Condition to call 75 

* ab and Abiſhaito an Account; for they have a greater In- 
ec tereſt i in the Army perhaps then I myſelf: But this I dare 


6e pronounce, that ſooner or later, Divine Juſtice will find 
_ © them out.” Thus it was that Abner ended his Days. 


C HAP. II. 


Baanah and Rechab preſent David with the Head of 


Iſhboſheth ; who orders them to be put to Death by 
exquiſite Torment. All the Tribes own David for 
their King. He raiſes an Army, and takes Jeruſalem, 
Bs the firſt that ſcales the Wall, | 


HE Fall of 4bner was a moſt terrible Mortification to 

Iſhboſheth the Son of Saul ; for in him, he loſt a dear 
Friend, and a near Kinſman, that advanc'd him to his Fa- 
ther's Throne : But he himſelf did not long ſurvive him nei- 
ther, for he was treacherouſly murder'd ſoon after ward by 
Baanah, and Rechab, the Sons of Rimmon. Theſe two Bro- 
thers were Benjamites, and of the firſt Rank among them. 
They were thinking with themſelves, that if //bo/heth were 
but taken out of the Way, David would have a clear Stage 
to himſelf; Upon which Conſideration, they concerted the 
Matter betwixt them, how they might do him that piece of 


Service ; making no doubt in the World, of Honour, Re- 
EFF 23: wards, 
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Book VII. 
wards, and Commands in Abundance, upon the Performance 


of that good Office. So that at a Time when he was alone 


in his Bed-Chamber, and taking his Afternoon's Nap ; no 
Guards at hand ; and the very Servant that commonly kept 
the Door, weary'd, and faſt aſleep, they took their Oppor- 
tunity to ſteal into the Chamber; kill'd him where they 


found him; cut off his Head, and poſted away with it all 


Night toward Hebron, the ſooner to get clear of the People 
they had injur'd, and to bring the Preſent ſo much the freſh- 


er to him that they pretended to oblige, When they came 


to their Journey's End, they preſented it to David, not a lit- 
tle valuing themſelves upon the Merit of having deſtroy'd his 


Competitor for the Empire: But their Entertainment was 


not anſwerable to their Expectation, as will appear by what 
David ſaid to them upon this Occaſion, | 
Wicked Wretches that you are ! /ays he, prepare your. 
«& ſelves immediately to receive the juſt Reward of your hor- 
& rid Villany. Do not you know how I requited the Mur- 
& derer of Saul; that when he had taken away that ſacred 
„Life, had the Confidence to bring me his Golden Crown 
« for an Oſtentation of the Service he had done me in it? 
« Nay, and it was at the Inſtance too of Saul himſelf, that 
© he did it, to prevent the Indignity of being taken alive by 
« his Enemies. Am not I the ſame Man, do you think, at 
„ this Day, that I was then? Or am I turn'd ſo abandon'd 
& 2 Wretch ſince, as to countenance the molt profligate of 
Men and of Actions, and to reckon myſelf under an Ob- 


„ Hoation to you for dipping your Hands (upon my Ac- 


& count, as you would have it thought) in the Blood of your 
& Lord? The cutting of his Throat in his Bed too; and the 
& Throat, over and above, of a Perſon ſo juſt, that he never 
did any Man wrong; and ſo generous a Patron and Be- 
ce nefactor to your ungratcful ſelyes, that all the Advanta- 
ges you can pretend to in this World, are but what you 
& ſtand indebted for to his Bounty and Goodneſs. Where— 
* fore you ſhall now pay for your Breach of Faith to your 
« Maſter, and for the Scandal you have caſt upon me, both 
at once; for what. greater Wound could any Man give 
© me, in my Reputation, then to expoſe me for a Perſon 
that could take Pleaſure in the Tidings, or give Counte- 
© nance to the committing of ſo barbarous an Aſſaſſinate ? ” 
Upon theſe laſt Words, he gave Order to have the two Re- 
gicides put to exquiſite Torments, and the Head of //bboſheth 
to be laid in the Monument of Abner, with all the Formali- 
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So ſoon as this Execution and Ceremony was over, all 
the Elders, and great Officers of War and Peace, came 
thronging to David with a Complement of Recognition, and 
with a Tender of their Lives and Fortunes at his Service: 
Not forgetting to mind him of the Zeal and Devotion they 


ever had for him, even in the Life of Saul, and when they 


had the Honour to ſerve under his Command : Enlarging 
upon it, how the Prophet Samuel, according to God's Or- 
der and Appointment, had declared him King, and the Go- 
vernment to deſcend to his Sons after him; foretelling that 
the great Work of ſubduing the Philiſtines, was reſerved 
for him alone, and conſcquently the ſettling of //rae! in the 
Poſſeſſion of a laſting Peace and Safety. David highly com- 
mended them for their Good-will, and Diſpoſition ; encou- 
raging them to go-on as they had begun, with an Aſſurance, 
that he, for his Part, would never give them Cauſe to re- 
pent it. David accompany'd this Declaration with a ſplen- 
did Treat, and when he had entertain'd them with all 
Greatneſs, Humanity, and Freedom, he ſent them away 


with a Summons to the whole Body of the People to meet 


at his Palace. | 

There gather'd together upon this Call, of the Tribe 
of Judah ſix Thouſand and eight Hundred Men, arm'd 
with Shields and Lances. Theſe had been hitherto of the 


Party of Saul, over and above thoſe of the ſame Tribe that 


had made David King, by themſelves : Of the Tribe of Si- 
meon, ſeven Thouſand a Hundred and upward : Of the 
Tribe of Levi, four Thouſand and ſeven Hundred, with 
their Leader 7ehoiada; and with theſe was the High-Prieſt 
Zadock, with two and twenty eminent Men of his Rela- 
tions : Of the Tribe of Benjamin, four Thouſand armed 


Men; for this Tribe was altogether of Opinion that ſome 


of Saul's Family would ſucceed to the Governraent : Of the 
Tribe of Ephraim, twenty Thouſand and eight Hundred, 
able-body'd Men, and of great Courage : Of the Half-Tribe 
of Manaſſes, eighteen Thouſand : Of the Tribe of Hachar, 
two Hundred cunning Men, or a kind of Fortune-tellers ; 
beſide twenty Thouſand in Arms : Of the Tribe of Zebulun, 
fifty Thouſand choice Men, and well arm'd ; This Tribe 
coming-in to David entire: All theſe us'd the ſame Arming 
with the Tribe of Gad. Of the Tribe of Naphtali, a Thou- 


and eminent Commanders, armed with Shield and Spear, 
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438 Ja wien ANnTiIQuiT1IEs, Book VIL. 
with almoſt an innumerable Multitude of their Followers : 
Of the Tribe of Dan, twenty ſeven Thouſand choice Men : 
Of the Tribe of 4fher, forty Thouſand : And of the two 
Tribes beyond Jordan, and the other Half of the Tribe of 


- Manaſſes, that were armed with Shield, Spear, Sword, and 


Helmet, two and twenty Thouſand. The Remainder of 
the Tribes wore Swords alſo. | 
This is the Muſter-Roll of thoſe that came- up to David at 
Hebron. They brought Corn, Wine, and other neceſſary 
Proviſions with them in Abundance, and with one Voice 
proclaim David to be their King. When they had ſpent 
ſome three Days there, in Feaſting and Jollity, David march'd- 
out in the Head of this Army to Feruſalem. The 7ebuſites, 
a People of the Race of the Chanaanites were at that Time 
in Poſſeſſion of the City; and upon David's Advance to- 
ward them, they ſhut their Gates upon him, and in a plea- 
fant Way of defying David, and his Troops, brought out 
their Lame, and their Blind to the Walls for the Guard of 
the Town. They ſhould need no other Guard, they ſaid, 
for the En@unter of ſuch an Enemy: So great was their 
Confidence in the Strength of the Place. David was ſo net- 
tled at this contemptuous Mockery, that he took up a Reſo- 
lution immediately upon it, to attack the City : Reaſonably 
computing, that the making of this Place, and theſe People 
exemplary, would ſtrike a Terror into all others for the fu- 
ture. So David, fell on with the Flower of his Army; and, 
upon a gencral Aſſault, enter'd the Lower-Town : But the 
Caſte ſtill held-out. David finding it to be a ſtrong Piece; 
the Attempt likely to be hazardous, and his Honour at Stake 
upon the Carrying of it, he bethought himſelf how he might 


enflame the Courage of his Men by ſome extraordinary Pro- 


poſal of Honour and Reward ; and by that Incentive to kin- 
dle an Emulation among his People, who ſhould do beft : 


David paſs'd his Royal Word, that he that firſt mounted the 


Wall, and made good his Station, ſhould have the Com- 
mand of the Army. Hereupon the Hebrews joined in a 
fierce Attack, and a generous Contention who ſhould go 
furtheſt, It fell to Foab's Lot to win the Prize; ſo that 
from the Top of the Battlement, he call'd-out to David, to 
make good his Promiſe. | 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. III. > 


Jeruſalem call'd the City of David; who takes the Town, 
fortifies, adorns it, aud keeps his Court there. The 
Kings of Tyre ſeeks his Friendſhip, aud Alliance. 
David's Hives and Children, 


6 


Hen they had clear'd the Caſtle, of the Febu/ites, and 
repair'd the Town, the King gave to Jeruſalem the 
Name of The City of David; and made it his Place of Reſi- 
dence, during his Reign. This was after he had ruled ſe- 
ven Years and ſix Months over the Tribe of Judah in He- 
bron. Upon the Eſtabliſhment of his Court at 7eruſalem, 
Matters went every Day better and better with him : For 
God in his Providence deſigning it for a Seat of Glory, had 
a peculiar Kindneſs for the Place. | 

About this Time, Hiram the King of Tyre ſent an Embaſſy 
to David, upon a Treaty of Friendſhip and Alliance; and 
Preſents likewiſe along with it, of Cedar-Wood ; Builders, | 
and Maſter- Workmen, toward the Erecting of a Palace for 14 

him at Feruſalem. David fortify'd the upper Town, and 1 
laid that and the Cittadel both in one, with a Wall about 
them; and gave the Command of it to Foab. David was 
the firſt that chang'd the Name of it, and it was after the 
caſting out of the Jebuſites; for in the Days of our Father 
Abraham, it was call'd Solyma ; and ſome will have it that 
Homer pointed at this City, when he ſpeaks of the People of 
Solyma : For the Werd (a) Hieron, or Temple, ſignifies in 
the Hebrew, Security, or a Fortreſj, Now the whole Time 
of the War with the Philiſtines, from the Hebrews dividing 
their Lands, under the Command of Joſhua, to the Day 
here ſpoken of, was reckon'd to be five Hundred and fifteen 
Years : But the Barbarians kept the Poſſeſſion of Feruſalem 
all along, till they were beaten out by David. 

Now there was among the Febu/ifes a very rich Man; one 
Orphan, that had done many good Ofhces for the Hebrews, 
and deſerved ſingularly well from David himfelf ; as will be 
ſeen hereafter in its proper Place. This Man, upon the 
Sacking of the Town, was. preſerved by the King, in all 
the Heat and Fury of the Soldiers, and his Name muſt not 
be paſs'd over in Silence. 
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(e) The Abſurdity ofthis is ſally laid open by Maſius upon Joſbua, cap. 
10. Yet / Yoſius defends 7oſephus. See his Epiſtle to Colvius, p. 395, 396. 
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David took ſeveral Wives (beſide Concubines) more then 
he had before : By whom he had eleven Children ; as Am. 
non, Ellus, Ebas, Nathan, Solomon, Jebar, Eliel, Phalna, 
Ennaphen, Fenas, Eliphal ; and a Daughter, Thamar, that 


Was the Siſter of Abſalom. Nine of the Sons were lawfully 


begotten ; but the two laſt by Concubines. | 


———r_—— 


CHAP. IV. 


David's ſignal Victories over the Philiſtines, and their 
Allies. The Ark brought to Jeruſalem. Uzzah truck 
dead for touching it. David ſings, and dances be- 
fore it; and his Wife Michal ridicules him for it. 


Jy Hen the Philiſtines underſtood that David was made 

King of all 1/-ael, they drew-out their Army, and en- 
camped in a Place call'd 7he Valley of the Giants, not far 
from Feruſ/a/em. Upon this Occaſion, David, that would 
do nothing without Counſel and Direction from above, ap- 
pointed the High-Prieſt to inform himſelf in the Way that 
God had preſcrib'd, what might be the Event of this Battle. 
He received a comfortable, and an encouraging Anſwer, and 
ſo drew-· out, and march'd immediately to fight the Enemy. 
David ſo order'd the Matter, that upon the very Inſtant he 


fell by Surprize upon the Philiſtines, Front and Rear, and 


put them to a total Rout ; killing Multitudes upon the Place, 
and giving Chace to the reſt, | 
This was a ſignal Victory, eaſily obtain'd, and without 
much Oppoſition ; but it muſt not be therefore inferr'd, that 
the Army of the Phili/tines was inconſiderable, for either 
Numbers, or Soldiers; for Syria and Phenicia, and ſeveral 
other Warlike Nations, were all engaged in the Confede- 
Tacy : It had been otherwiſe impoſſible, after fo many De- 
feats, and the Loſs of ſo many Thouſands, they ſhould 
ever have brought an Army into the Field again. As for 
Example, upon this very Overthrow, they follow'd it with 
an Invaſion of thrice the Number they had before, and had 
the Confidence to poſt themſelves in the very ſame Place 
again, 1 s 
David, upon this Juncture, conſulted the Oracle as for- 
merly, and receiv'd Order to lie ſtill with his Army in a 
| D 5 | | certain 
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certain Wood, call'd The Grove of Mourning, not far from 
the Enemy ; and from thence not to move, or to make any 
Attempt, upon what Occaſion ſoever, till he found the 
Branches of the Trees in an Agitation, as of their own Ac- 
cord, and without one Breath of Air ſtirring to cauſe that 
Motion. David kept punctually to his Order; and fo ſoon 
as ever the Providential Sign was given him, he march'd 
out that very Moment, as to a certain, and a predetermin'd 
Victory. The Phili/tines ſhrunk upon the firſt Puſh ; but 
when they came to Handy-Strokes, they ran outright, with 
the Hebrews at the Heels of them, and their Swords in their 
Reins; following the Chace, and doing terrible Execution 
till they came to Gazer, a Town upon the Borders, Their 
next Work was to pillage the Camp, where they made them- 
ſelves Matters of a prodigious Booty, with little Trouble, 
or Hazard; ſeizing their Idols, among other Things, and 
breaking them to pieces. | 

* The Danger of this War being ſpeedily, and happily 
over, the King was pleas'd, by the Advice and Aﬀent of 
his great Council of Elders and Officers, to draw together 
the whole Force he was able to make, out of all the Tribes 
under his Juriſdiction : Together with the Prieſts and Le- 
vites ; and fo to march with this great Body directly to Ki- 
_ riath-Fearim, and bring the Arꝶ of God from thence to Feruſa- 
lem, being the Place deſigned for his holy Worſhip, and for 
the Celebration of all Sacrifices, Ceremonies, and religious 
Rites for the Time to come. If this Care had been taken 
in the Reign of Saul, it would have been much better both 
for King and People. 

The Tribes being mft according to Appointment, and all 
Things in Readineſs for the Removal of the Ark ; David him- 
ſelf alſo aſſiſting at the Solemnity, the Prieſts took it out of 
the Houſe of Aminadab; and laying it upon a new Waggon 
with Oxen to draw it, left the Ar, in Charge with their 
Children and Relations, to take care of it. The King him- 
ſelf went foremoſt ; and after him, follow'd a Multitude of 
People, glorifying God with ſacred Hymns, and Pſalms, 
and other delightful Ayres, after the Faſhion of the Coun- 

try; and dancing all along as they went, to the Sound of 
— Harps, Cymbals, and other Muſical Inſtruments : Conduct- 
ing, after this Manner, the Ark toward Jeruſalem. As they 
were upon the Way at a certain Place, call'd The Thraſhing- 
ö | | Floor 
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| Floor of Chidon, or Nachon ; the Oxen ſtaggering with the 


Ark, Uzzah put forth his Hand to keep it from overturning, 
and was immediately ſtruck dead by a Divine Vengeance, 
not being in holy Orders, for preſuming to touch it. This 
exemplary Death of Uzzah was a great Affliction to David 
himſelf, and to all his People; and they called the Place 
Perez-Uzzah, or the Breach of Uzzah ; which Name it bear- 
eth unto this Day. David was fo ſtruck with the Dread of 
this Judgment, that, for fear Uzza/h's Caſe might come to 
be his own, if he ſhould receive the 4rk into the City (his 
Fault being only the Temerity of Touching it) he ſuſpend- 
ed the carrying of it to Feru/alem, and turned-off with. it 
upon the Way, into the Houſe of a certain good Man and 
a Levite, whole Name was 0bed-Edom, There it lay depo- 
fired for three whole Months; in which Time it was ob- 


ſerv'd, that every Thing proſper'd in the Family, and that 


the Maſter of it grew rich to Admiration. It was in every 
Body's Month, in fine, how ſtrangely Obed-Edom was im- 
prov'd in his Fortune ſince he had the Ar under his Roof; 
and that of a very poor Man before, he was now all on a 
fudden look'd upon as a Man well to paſs ; and in ſo good 
a Condition, that he was the Wonder, as well as the Envy 
of his Neighbours. 'The Rumour of this Change coming to 
the King's Ear, ſet David's Heart at reſt, as to any Dan- 
ger from the Ark, ſo that he reſumed” his former Purpoſe 
of Tranſporting it to Feru/alem ; which was done after this 
Manner. ” 5 2 

The Prieſts had the Charge of carrying it, and ſeven 
Quires of Singing- Men, according to the King's Appoint- 
ment, marching before it; David himſelf bearing his Part 
in the Conſort, with dancing and ſinging to his Harp; 
which his Wife Alichal (the Daughter of the late King Saul) 
utterly diſliked, as an Action of too much Levity, and be- 
low the Dignity of David's Character. The Ark being 
brought to the City, it was diſpoſed of into the Tabernacle, 
which David had made on Purpoſe for it, Upon the Oc- 
caſion of this Feſtival- Meeting, there were Sacrifices, and 
Peace- Offerings in Abundance, and ſufficient for the whole 
Multitude; for there was not a Man, Woman, or Child, 
there, that had not a Cake, and a Dole of Fleſn given them: 
— when they had eaten their Full, David returned to his 
Palace. 2: Wir ne, 

His Wife Michal raet him upon the Way, with a Thou- 


fand good Wiſhes and Bleſſings ; but ill reproving him for 


dancing 


dancing and jumping about, fo unlike a Xing, and for un- 
covering himſelf in the Eyes of his Hand-maids, and his 
Servants. David told her, that he was not aſham'd of do- 
ing any Thing that he knew was acceptable to that God 
who advanced him to the Throne of Vrael, in Preference 
to her Father, and all other Pretenders ; and that he would 
fing and dance again and again, without mattering it at all, 
how either ſhe, or her Hand-maids took it. This Michal 
had no Children by David ; but by her other Huſband, 
to whom Saul had given her in Marriage, upon taking 
her away from David, ſhe had five Sons, of whom here- 
after. | 
“ David was ſo ſenſible of God's Goodneſs towards him 
upon the daily Succeſſes of whatever he took in Hand, that 
he began to make it Matter of Conſcience to live in a Palace 
of Cedar himſelf, that was as ſtately and as beautiful, as Art 
and Ornament could make it ; and at the ſame Time to 
lodge the Ark in a Tabernacle ; ſo that he reſolved to erect 
and dedicate a Temple to God's Honour and Worſhip ; and 
according to the Prediction of Maſes. He communicated 
the Deſign to the Prophet Nathan ; who upon Counſel and 
Advice, encourag'd him to proceed upon the Work ; for he 
might be ſure of God's ſpecial Favour and Providence along 
with him. Theſe Words ſerved more and more to animate 
and confirm David in his Purpoſe and Deſign. 

In the Night following, the Word of the Lord came unto 
Nathan, ſaying, Go and tell David that I accept of his 
„ Good-will in being the firſt Propoſer of Erecting a Temple 
« unto-my Service. Yet in regard that the Neceſſity of his 
& Wars hath made him a Man of Blood, I cannot permit 
© the Doing of this Work in his Days; but let him know, 
«© that after a long, and a happy Life of his own, he ſhall 
“ commit the Care of the Undertaking to his Son and Suc- 
& ceſfor Solomon; whom I ſhall be as tender of, as a Father 
& can be of his own Child, and continue the Government 
&© in the Line of his Family: Or in caſe of his committing 
% Iniquity, I will only puniſh the Franſgreſſron with bo- 
« dily Sickneſs, or Famine ; not with a total Rejection, 
©& as I did Saul. The Prophet, without any Delay, acquit- 
ted himſelf of his Commiſſion; and it was ſo welcome a 
Meſſage to David, to ſee the Succeſſion ſecur'd to his Poſte- 
rity; and the Honour of his Family fo graciouſly ee 
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fell down upon his Face, and worſhipped. © Lord, ( /ays 
c he) Thy holy Name be prais'd for all thy Benefits and 
cc Mercies! Thou that - haſt taken thy Servant from the 
c“ Sheepfold, and advanced him to this Height of Dignity 


<« and Power! Lord, /ays he, I bleſs thee for all this; for 


« thy continu'd Providences to myſelf, and thy Promiſes to 
c my Poſterity : And for thy multiply'd Deliverances and 
« Protections to thine own People.” With this Benedicti- 
on, and a Hymn, he finiſh'd his Prayer, and departed, 


a 


— 
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CHAP V. 
Several mighty Victories obtain'd by David againſt the 
Philiſtines, the Moabites, and the King of the Sophe- 


nians. | 


iT) Avid, that did not love to lie idle, meditated a War 


not long after this, againſt the Philiſtines; being 
much animated to this Interprize by a Prediction, that he 
ſhould overcome all his Enemies, and leave his Kingdom in 
Peace to his Succeſſor. In Order to this War, he appoint- 
ed a Day and Place for a Rendezvous, ſummon'd his Troops 
together ; and when he was in Condition to march, made 
an Incurſion into the Enemy's Country ; took Poſſeſſion of a 
good Part of their Lands, and annex'd them to the Jurifdi- 
ction of the Hebrews. He made War then upon the Moa- 
bites ; deſtroy'd two Thirds of their Army; took the reſt, 
and made them Tributaries. After which, he overthrew 
Adrazar, the Son of Arach, King of the Sophenians ; whom 
he encounter'd not far from Euphrates, and kill'd him twen- 
ty Thouſand Foot, and five Thouſand Horſe ; taking alſo a 
matter of a Thouſand Chariots, of which he reſerved only 
a Hundred, and burat the reſt, | 
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CHAP. VI. 


David overthrows Adad ; ſubdues the Idumæans; pro- 
yides for Mephiboſheth the Son of Jonathan, and 
makes War upon the King of the Ammonites. 


A Pad, in the mean time, the King of Syria and Damaſcus, 

hearing that David had made War upon Adrazar, his 
ſingular good Friend, and Ally; diſpatch'd away a conſi- 
derable Army to his Succour, in hope to remove the Seat of 
the War; and after ſeveral Skirmiſhes, he came to a Battle 


with David near Euphrates ; where he loſt the greater Part of 


his Army; Twenty Thouſand cut off, and the reſt fled. Mi- 
cholaus makes mention of this ſame Adad, in the Fourth Book 
of his Hiſtory, as follows. Along Time after, /ays he, One 
Adad, a valiant Man, and a Native of the Place, had the 
„Command of Damaſcus, and Syria; Phœnicia only ex- 
“ cepted, There happen'd to be a War betwixt this ſame 
« Adad and David, the King of the Fews, and feyeral En- 
©*© counters between them; but in the End, Adad was over- 
* come at Euphrates, behaving himſelf with the Reſolution 
« of a brave Prince and a great Captain.” And the ſame 
Author, treating further of his Poſterity, ſays, That the 
« Government was handed down from Father to Son, to 
te the Tenth Generation; the Succeſſor {till receiving the Fa- 
re ther's Name with the Empire, as the Ptolemyes among the 
« Xgyptians. The Third, in Order from this Adad, and 
ce the greateſt Man of the Family, out of a generous Zeal, to 
& repair the Honour that his Grandfather loſt by this Defeat, 
© pour'd in an Army upon the eus, and laid waſte Samaria.” 
And our Hiſtorian was not miſtaken, in this Part of his Re- 
lation; for this is the Adad that invaded Samaria in the 
| Reign of Ahab King of Iſrael, of whom we ſhall ſay ſome- 
what further in due Time and Place. | 

With this victorious Army, David over-ran Damaſcus, 
and the reſt of Syria; left Garriſons behind him where he 
ſaw convenient; laid the Country under Contribution, and 
ſo, went his way home again; carrying with him to 7eru/a- 
lem the Golden Quivers, and other rich Equipage that was 
taken from Adad's Guards ; and dedicating the Spoil and 
Trophies to God, in Acknowledgment of the Victory he had 
© obtain'd through his Favour and Protection. All this pre- 
cious Stuff, and a great deal more, was afterwards taken 
away 
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away by Sy/ack the King of ÆAgypt, upon the Sacking of Fe. 
ruſalem, in his War with Rehoboam the Son of Solomon. But 
we ſhall have Occaſion to be more particular upon this Sub- 
ject elſewhere, . 

While David was in the Courſe of his Succeſſes, and God's 
ſpecial Direction and Aſſiſtance manifeſtly along with him, 
he made an Attack upon two of the moſt conſiderable Ci- 
ties that Adrazar had in his Dominions ; Bettea, that is, 
and Machon ; which he took by Aſſault, with Gold and Sil- 
ver in them to an ineſtimable Value; beſide a great Quan- 
tity of a ſort of Braſs, which was more eſteem'd of, even 
then Gold itſelf. This was the Metal that Solomon after- 
ward made uſe of for his fair and beautiful Baſins, and a 
huge Veſſel call'd the Sea, upon the Finiſhing and Adoring 
the Temple. | 

When [T«:] the King of Hamath came to underſtand that 
Adrazar had left his whole Army, and was utterly undone, 
he could not do better, he thought, (for fear his own Turn 
might be next) then to court David by a voluntary Propo- 
fal, into a Treaty of Friendſhip and Alliance. So he ſent 
his Son Foram to him, with a Complement of Congratula- 
tion for the Victory he had gain'd over their common Enemy; 
(for ſo was Adrazar reputed) and with Inſtructions alſo to 
pray a League of Amity, and fair Underſtanding betwixt 
them: Not forgetting ſeveral magnificent Preſents neither, 
in Veſſels of Gold, Silver, and Braſs, antick, and curious, 
to the higheſt Degree of Excellency and Perfection. David 
accepted both of the Propoſals, and the Preſents, receiving 
and diſmiſſing the Ambaſſador, to the Honour and Satisfa- 
ction of both Parties: But {till dedicating to God, all the 
Spoils of Gold and Silver, and Things precious, that were 
taken from the Enemy, as to the Author of the Victory. 
Neither was David ſucceſsful only in his own Perſonal Ad- 
. ventures, and Undertakings; but God proſper'd him in all 
his Commiſſions alſo, though executed by Deputies and Lieu- 
tenants : As in the Caſe of Abiſhai, Foab's Brother, who was 
ſent out with an Army againſt the Idumæans; and by God's 
Aſſiſtance, not only ſubdu'd them, but after eighteen Thou- 
ſand of them kill'd upon the Spot, he kept them in Awe 
with Garriſons, as a Check upon them ; charged the Land 
with a Contribution, and taxed the People by the Head. 

David was naturally a Lover of Juſtice, and had no other 
Regard in all his Judgments, then to the Equity and Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Cauſe before him. He made Joaò, the Son of 
Zerviah, his General, and Zeho/aphat, the Son of HEE, 
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the Keeper of his Records. He choſe out of the Houſe of Phi- 
ne has, Abiathar, and Zadock, who were his Friends, to be 
his Prieſts ; and Serazah for Secretary. - Benatah the Son. of 
Fehoiada commanded the Guards of his Perſon, and the 
King's elder Sons were ſtill incorporated into that Body. 

* So ſoon as ever the King had put his Family Affairs into 
ſome fort of Order, he caſt his Thoughts upon his old, and 
dear Friend and Aſſociate, Jonathan, and upon the Solemn 
League of Mutual Amity that had paſs'd betwixt them : For 
he had this Virtue in Perfection, with many others, that he 


never forgot an Obligation to a Friend ; but look'd upon an 


Arrier for paſt Benefits as the moſt ſacred of all Debts. Up- 


on this Conſideration, he now laid out to inform himſelf, 
what Sons, Friends, or Relations, nathan had left behind 
him, that he might find Matter for his Gratitude to work 
upon. In purſuance of this Enquiry, there was brought to 
him one [Z7ba] formerly a Servant, and a Freeman of Saul's, 
as the moſt likely Perſon to reſolve that Queſtion. So the 
King ask'd him if he knew of any of Jonathan's Family yet 
living, and where to find them; for he was anſwerable for 
an old Debt there, which he would gladly repay. Ziba 
made Anſwer, That he had a Son yet alive, whoſe Name 


« was Mephiboſheth ; who by a Miſchance, happen'd to be 


cc lame of a Leg. For upon the News of that bloody Battle, 
«© wherein his Grandfather, and his Father were ſlain, the 
& Nurſe took him up in a Fright to run away with him; and 
« {tumbling for haſte, let him fall out of her Arms, and 
«© hurt him.” Upon further Examination, the King had No- 
tice that he was brought up with one Machir, in the City of 
(a) Lodeba, and that there he was at preſent : Whereupon he 
was immediately brought up, and preſented to David; pro- 
ſtrating himſelf at the King's Feet, and doing him Reve- 
rence, The King bad him be of good Cheer, and hope for 
better Days; aſſuring him of all the Comfort he could wiſh 
for from the Fa our of his Prince. So he appointed him 
preſently to be put in Poſſeſſion of his Father's and his Grand- 
father's Houſe and Eſtate, and of all that belonged to them; 
took him Home to him as his particular Gueſt, and order'd 
that he ſhould eat every Day at his own Table. The Young 
Man was highly ſenſible of this exceſſive Grace and Bounty; 
and when he had made a dutiful Acknowledgment of it, in 
ſuch Manner as became him: David then called for Ziba; 
and telling him how he had beſtow'd upon Mephibo/heth, his 

| Father's 
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Father's, and Grandfather's Eſtate, gave him in Charge to 
look after, and take care of the Grounds, and from time to 
time to receive the Profits, and bring them to Feruſalem. 
 Mephiboſheth, after this, lived in the King's Houle, ſat con- 
ftantly at the ſame Table with him, and David gave him 
Ziba, and fifteen Sons that he had, with twenty others be- 


longing to him, for his Servants. Ziba, having received his | 


Commiſſion, did his Duty, and went his way ; promiſing 
to govern himſelf in all Things according to his Orders, and 
Inſtructions. But the Son of Jonathan continu'd ſtill at Fe- 
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ruſalem with David, and was treated in all Reſpects as a 


Child of the Family; ſo great a Tenderneſs had David for 
any thing that had a Relation to Jonathan. Thus it was 
with Mephiboſheth, to whom was born a Son, whoſe Name 
was Micha. i | 
About this Time dy'd Nahaſb, the King of the 4mmonites 
a Friend, and Ally of David's; and Hanun, his Son, ſuc- 
ceeded him. David upon this Revolution, ſent him a con- 
doling Civility to comfort him in his Affliction, and to aſ- 
_ ſure him of the ſame Friendſhip and Reſpect to himſelf that 
had been formerly paid to his Father. The Heads of the 
Ammonites made a malicious Conſtruction of this Embaſſy, 
which the good Faith and Candour of David did not deſerve 
at their Hands. * They did all they could, in fine, to irri- 
tate their King, with Calumnies againſt David; and to put 
Jealouſies in his Head, that theſe Meſſengers of David's were 
not in Truth Embaſſudors, but Spies; that under the Pre- 
text of a Complement of State, were ſent to explore the 
Strength, and Condition of the Country; and that therefore, 
without giving any Heed to fair Words, he ſhould do well 
to look about him betimes, before Things were gone beyond 
Recovery. Hanun was over-rul'd by his Counſel, how con- 
trary ſoever to the true Reaſon of the Caſe ; and ſo ſent the 
Embaſſadors back again with all the Indignities of Scorn and 
courſe Uſage imaginable, They cut off one half of their 
Beards, and one half of their Veſts, and fo diſmiſs'd them 
in that Dreſs, with a Contumely of Action, inſtead of Words 
at: length, for an Anſwer; David took it ſo heinouſly to be 


thus treated, and to ſee his Ambaſſadors ſo barbaroully af- 


fronted, contrary to the Laws of Nations, Honour, Hoſpi- 
tality, and good Manners, that immediately he declagid his 
Refolution publickly to right himſelf upon the Ammonites by 


an open War, and tc call their King to an Account for what 
| | | "RE 


* 2 Sam. 10. 
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he had done. The Principals, and Allies of the Ammonites, 
were ſo conſcious to themſelves, that their Perfidy, and Breach 
of Faith, together with the ſcandalous Manner of it, was 
wholly unpardonable ; that upon the firſt News of David's 
Determination to vindicate himſelf by Arms, they found 
themſelves neceſſitated, in their own Defence, to encounter 
Force with Force, and ſo prepar'd for a War. They ſent 
their Embaſſadors to Syrus the King of Meſopotamia, with a 
Thouſand Talents, to bring him into the Alliance; which 
he accepted of, and engaged alſo the King of Zoba. Theſe 
two Kings had betwixt them ſome twenty Thouſand Foot. 
They likewiſe purchaſed the Aſſiſtance of the King of Maa- 
cah, and of Iſbtob, who had two and twenty Thouſand Men 
in Arms. e : ES 
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Joab overthrows Hanun, and his Confederates. David 
gives a terrible Defeat to the King of Syria. The 
Story of David and Bath-ſheba. Amnon raviſhes Tha- 
mar, and ber Brother Abſalom lays a Plot to take a- 
way his Life. 


His Preparation of the Ammonites, in Conjunction with 

ſo many Confederate Princes made no Impreſſion at all 
upon the Courage of David : He knew he had a gracious God 
to truſt to; his Cauſe was good; and the Injury he had re- 
ceived intolerable. Wherefore he was reſolved to caſt 
himſelf upon God's Providence, and the juſtice of his Arms, 
for Satisfaction: So that he committed the Menage of the 
War to Joab, and ſent him away with the choiceſt of his 
Troops againit the Enemy. He marched directly towards 
their Capital City, [called Rabbah] and encamped before 
it. The Enemy marched forth out of the Town, and di- 
vided into two Bodies; the one conſiſting of Auxiliaries, 
which they drew upin the open Field ; the other being com- 
poſed only of Ammonites, ranged themſelves before the Port 
that look'd toward the Hebrews. Foab conſidering this Diſ- 
poſition of the Enemy's Army, diſpoſed of his Troops like- 
wiſe in the ſame Order; and in the Head of the beſt Men he 
had, he himſelf preparing to charge Syrus, and the Confe- 
Gn derate 
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derate Kings, with one Diviſion, gave his Brother 4bi/has 
the Command of the other, with Orders to attack the An- 
 monites ; having agreed upon it beforehand betwixt them- 
ſelves, that in caſe Syrus ſhould get the better of Joab, Abi- 
hai ſhould come in to his Relief; and Jab to ſecond Abiſbai, 
if he ſnould be preſs'd by the Ammonites. Foab hereupon 
giſmiſs'd his Brother, encouraging him to behave himſelf like 
a Man of Honour, and to make good the Reputation both of 
the Cauſe, and of the Action. 7oab made the Onſet upon 
Syrus, who ſtood very bravely at firſt ; - but ſo many of his 
Men falling, the reſt fled; and the Ammonites upon the very 
Sight of their Diſorder, betook themſelves likewiſe to their 
Heels, after the Example of their Fellows, without ſtaying 
for the coming up of Abiſhai, and ran away into the Town, 
So that 7Foab after a dreadful Execution done upon the Ene- 
my, returned to 7erufalem with his victorious Army. 

This Rout, and Confuſion of the Ammonites, how unequal 
a Match ſoever they were found to be to the Hebrews, was 
not enough yet to keep them quiet for the future; but they 
ſent to (a) Balama, a King of the Syrians beyond Euphrates, 
and agreed with him for an Auxiliary Army at ſuch a Price. 


Thouſand Foot, and ten Thouſand Horſe. David being 
given to underſtand the mighty Strength of the Animonites, 
did not find it convenient to make War any longer by his 
Deputies : So that he himſelf paſs'd the River Jordan with 
the whole Army, and joining Battle with the Enemy, kill'd 
them forty Thouſand Foot and ſeven Thouſand Horſe, and 
came off a Conqueror; Shobach himſelf, the General of Cha- 
lama, receiving a Wound in this Battle, of which he died. 
The People of Meſopotamia, upon the miſerable Event of 
this Overthrow, ſent forthwith their Embaſſadors, with Pre- 
ſents and Addrefles, to David, and deliver'd up themſelves : 
And the Action being over, David returned again ſafe to Je- 
ruſalem. | | | 
The Winter drawing on, Joab was again diſpatched away 
to proſecute the War againſt the Ammonites, where he laid 
their Country waſte ; drove the People into Rabbah, their Me- 


ly a juſt, and a pious Man, and one that had a ſcru 
| Reverence for the Laws of his Country; but yet at thigf 


. 
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(a) Rufinus Adrazar. in Sam. 1 1. Hadarezer. 


Shobach was his Lieutenant General, over an Army of eighty 


Fropolis, and laid Siege to the Place. David was undoubted- 


and upon this Occaſion, he fell into a grievous Sin, (to ſhew 
us the Frailty of Fleſh and Blood, when we are left to our- 
ſelves.) TY. | 
* As he was refreſhing himſelf one Day toward the cool 
of the Evening upon his Terrace, he had the Hap to diſ- 
cover a Woman bathing herſelf in her own Houle within 
Ken of the Place; a Perſon ofa moſt exquiſite Shape and 
Beauty, and her Name was Bath-ſheba. He fell in love with 
her at Sight; and under the Impotence of a paſſionate Appe- 
tite, had her brought to his Bed. Soon after this, ſhe found 
herſelf with Child: And deſired the King to conſider of 
ſome way for the Concealment of it ; for otherwiſe ſhe muſt 
ſuffer Death by the Laws of the Country. Uriah, the Hus- 
band of this Woman, and 7oab's Armour-bearer, was here- 
upon call'd away from the Camp, and David aſk'd him ſe- 
veral Queſtions about the State of the Army; how the Siege 
went forward, and the like. He told the King, That Things 
went as well as he could wiſh, So David gave him Part of 
his own Supper, and bad him go home for the preſent to his 
Wife ; bur finding afterwards that he had paſs'd away that 
Night in the Palace, and among his Guards, Aſk'd him 
© how it came to paſs, that having been ſo long away from 
* his Wife, he ſhould not rather go home, then trifle away 
* his Time elſewhere, ſo contrary to the Practice of all other 
Men under his Circumſtances. Sir (/ays he) I did not 
© think it fair and honourable to indulge myſelf in the 
«© Arms of my Wife, at the ſame Time when my General, 
and my Fellow Soldiers lie in an Enemy's Country upon 
© the Ground.” So the King told him: © He ſhould now ſtay 
there one Night more, and the next Day he would ſend 
him back again to the Army,” When the King went to 
Supper Uriah was call'd in, and he ply'd him with ſo many 
Healths one after another, that though he hardly knew what 
he did, he never thought of his Wiſe all this while yet; but 
ſpent that Night again, in the Court, as he had done the 
former. This put David in Wrath: Inſomuch that he wrote 
to 7oab, that he was much diſſatisfy'd with Uriah, and he 
would have him puniſh'd according to his Deſert : And ſo 
put him in a Way how to bring it about, without giving any 
Suſpicion that it was done by his Order ; and the Contri- 
vance this. David appointed Zoab to command him up- 
on the firſt dangerous Attack, where his Companions might 
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leave him in the lurch to be certainly cut off. This Letter 
he gave to Uriah under his own Hand and Seal, to be deli- 
ver d to Foab who, upon the Receit, follow'd the King's Di- 
rection, and put Uriah upon a deſperate Forlorn, with ſeve- 
ral brave Men to back him, for the Countenance of the De- 
ſign ; Joab promiſing to ſecond him with the whole Army, 
upon the leaſt Breach, or Poſſibility of Entrance into the 
Town: Joab recommending it earneſtly to him, to maintain 
the Reputation he had already acquir'd with the King, and 
with the Army, by acquitting himſelf frankly and bravely 
upon this Occaſion. Uriah, with great Chearfulneſs, and 
Aſſurance, undertook the Poſt, while 72a6 gave his Com- 
panions private Orders to withdraw, and leave him, ſo ſoon 
as they found themſelves in any Danger. The Hebrews 
preſſing hard upon the Wall, put the Ammonites in a dread- 
ful Apprehenſion that they would force the Town: Where- 
upon they threw open their Gates, and made a deſperate 
Sally ; which was as good as a Signal to thoſe with Uriah, 
according to their Orders from oab, to abandon their Lea- 
der : Which they did as with one Conſent, upon that criti- 
cal Point of Time, and left Uriah to be cut to pieces. He 
did all the Execution that was poſſible to be done by a ſingle 
Man againſt Numbers ; and after ſeveral Wounds receiv'd, 
fell like a Man of Honour, with his Face to the Enemy +: 
Some few of his Friends, that were not made privy to the 
Plot, innocently falling with him. | | 
The Action being now over, Jab diſpatch'd away an Ex- 
reſs forthwith to David, giving an Account, that to make 
ſhort Work of a Siege that was otherwiſe likely to be tedious, 
he had given an Aſſault to the Town ; loſt Men in the At- 
tempt ; and was at laſt beaten off, and forced back again to 
the Camp. Now ſays 7oab to the Meſſenger ; © If you find 
& David troubled at the News you carry him; tell withal, 
ce that poor Uriah fell in the Attack.” David, upon the hear- 
ing of this Story was mightily unſatisfy d. What! fays 
« he, For Men with their naked Bodies to think of ſtorming 
(c Stone-Walls? Why did they not rather make uſe of Mines, 
< or Engines? One would think they might have taken the 
“ Jomeltick Example of Abimelech the Son of Gideon for a 
& Warning; that was ſhin at Thebes, by a Piece of a Mill- 
© ſtone, thrown down upon his Head by an Old | 
< from the Battlements. The Man was otherwiſe very* 
but his Temerity brought him to a ſcandalous End: For in 


& all theſe Caſes, Caution is as neceſſary as Courage; and the 
abr | N ſafeſt 
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s ſafeſt Counſels are the beſt. All People, in the Bus'neſs of 
cc War, ſhould do well to conſult Hiſtory and Experience 
« what has generally ſucceeded well, and what otherwiſe, and 
to conſider upon what Point the Streſs lies, either of the one, 
cc gr of the other, and to act accordingly.” When the King 
had fretted a-while,and was come afterwards to pauſe upon it, 
the Meſſenger took an Occaſion to tell him of the Death of 


Uriah, as a Thing by the By, Well! /ays David, Theſe 


cc ire common Accidents; the Chance of War is various, and 
& Soldiers muſt content themſelves to take the beſt and the 
c worſt by Turns. Do you tell Joab what I ſay ; but tell 
© him moreover, that for the future, I would rather have 
* him do the Bus'neſs by caſting-up Works, or by Machines, 
© then by open Force, But let him know upon the main, 
„ that I would have the City raz'd, and levell'd with the 
“Ground, and the Inhabitants put all to the Sword, with- 
out ſparing a Man of them.“ With theſe Inſtructions, the 
Meſſenger went preſently away to Joab. 

Upon the News of Uriab's Death, Bath-ſheba, for ſeveral 


Days, made herſelf a kind of a Recluſe, in the Condition 


of a cloſe Mourner ; but ſo ſoon as the Ceremony of the 
Sorrow was over, David took her to Wife, and had by her a 
Male-Child not long after. This Match was ſo far from 
being agreeable to God, that he was highly offended at it, - 
and gave the Prophet Nathan to underſtand as much in a 
Dream ; blaming David exceedingly for what he had done. 
Now Nathan, that was a Man of a diverting Humour and 
Addreſs ; well conſidering how little Regard Princes com- 
monly have in the Carreer of their Paſſions, to the Right or 
Wrong of Things, rather apply'd himſelf to David's Conſci- 
ence by a Side-wind, then in a Point-blank Narration of 
what God had ſaid to him in the Viſion, bringing-in what 
he had to deliver, after this Manner. 15 

* There were two Men, /ays he, that lived in the fame 
«City ; the one had an Abundance of Flocks and Herds 


© of all Sorts of Cattle; Oxen, Sheep, and the like; and 


* was, in fine, a very rich Man: The other a poor Wretch, 
that had but one only Lamb. He brought it up, and fed it 
* with his Children, and lov'd it as his Daughter, The rich 
Man gad a Stranger came to his Houſe, whom he was 
«* bound in Hoſpitality and in Honour to entertain; but 
rather then treat him out of his own Store, he ſent and 
* forced away the poor Man's only Lamb for the Stranger's 
| G g 3 Supper. 
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« Supper. AJ Villain, ſays the King in a Paſſion, to do 2 | 


& baſe, and ſo unjuſt a Thing. 1would have him make four- 
« fold Satisfa&tion, and die for it beſides. Why then, ſays 
«© Nathan immediately, Thou thyſelf art the Man, and out of 
& thy own Mouth haſt pronounc'd Judgment upon thyſelf. 
«© The Prophet, after this, gave him an Account of his Vi- 
& ſion, and of God's high Diſpleaſure againſt him; mind. 
& ing him of his Ingratitude to that Providence that had 
« made him King of Jrael, and given him the Command 
& of all the Neighbouring Nations thereabouts : Deliver'd 
* him ſeveral Times out of Sau/s Hands, &c. and for him, 
& now that had ſo many lawful Wives allow'd him, to take 
cc away another's Man's Wife, in Defiance of God and Man, 
& and to betray her Huſband to the Enemy, and to Death; 
ce What could he expect after all this but to be overtaken 
“ with a Divine Vengeance! The Propher then predicting 
ee to him, that he ſhould live to ſee his Women raviſh'd by 
& one of his own Sons, and that Son to enter into a Practice 
c upon the Life of his Father: And in a Word, that for 
& this ſecret Sin of his, he ſhould be brought to open Shame 
& and Puniſhment; concluding with this Preſage, that the 
“ Son of his unlawful Love ſhould be very ſhort-liv'd.” This 
Denouncing of the Prophet, put David into a quaking Ter- 
ror and Confuſion, and drew from him a penetential Con- 
feſſion with Tears, that he had ſinned againſt God. Now 
David being a righteous Man, and beyond all Exception, 
ſaving only in the Bus'neſs of Ur:ah, God was pleaſed to ac- 
cept of his true Repentance, and took him into his Favour 
again, and promis'd to ſecure him in the Enjoyment both 
of his Kingdom, and of his Life. | 


When Nathan had given David this Proſpect of Things, 


to come, he return'd to his Habitation ; and was no ſooner 
gone, but the Lord ſtruck the Child that Uriah's Wife bare 
unto David, with a grievous Sickneſs, which went ſo near 
the Heart of the Father, that he took his Chamber upon it, 
and for ſeven Days together lay groveling upon the Ground 
in Sackcloth, and Mourning, without receiving any Suſte- 
nance; beſeeching Almighty God to ſpare the Life of the Child, 
| having the greateſt Tenderneſs for the Mother imaginable. Up- 
on the ſeventh Day the Child dy'd ; but the People glvthe Fa- 
mily durſt not ſpeak a Word of it to the King; fo he, they 
thought, that was ſo given-up to Sorrow, as to deny himſelf 
the moſt neceſſary Comforts and Refreſhments of Life, when 
the Child was only ſick, would be tranſported out of the 
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Government of himſelf, if he ſhould know it to be dead. 
David obſerved ſuch a Diſorder in the Countenances of his 
Family, that he took it for certain there was ſomething ex- 
traordinary in the Caſe, that they durſt not tell him ; which 
he concluded could be nothing elſe but the Death of the 
Child ; and upon ſifting one of his Servants about it, he 
found it ſo to be. David, upon this, preſently got up; 
waſh'd himſelf; chang'd his Clothes, and fo went his way 
directly to the Tabernacle to Worſhip; commanding his 
Servants, after this, to ſet his Supper upon the Table. His 
Kindred, and Domeſticks were all in Admiration and A- 
ſtoniſhment at a Change of Humour ſo unexpected: For 
while the Child was but dangerouſly ill, there was nothing 
but Paſſion and Extravagance; and now it was taken to 


be irrecoverably dead, the Father came to himſelf again. 


This was their Deſcant ; but they had yet a Curioſity to 
know what might be the true Reaſon of it: Wherein Da- 
vid was very free with them upon a decent Intimation of 
the Deſire they had to be better inform'd. While the 
« Child was yet living, ſays he, and not quite out of Hope 
% of Recovery, I omitted no Opportunity of Application 
4 to God for the Life of the poor Creature; but when I 
& ſaw it was dead, it would have been a fooliſh Thing to 
“ torment mylelf any further to no Manner of Purpoſe.” 
The Prudence of this Reſolution was highly commended 
by all that heard him. Bath-ſheba, after this, in her due 
Time, according to the Courſe of Nature, brought David a 
Son; who by the Direction of the Prophet Nathan, gave 
him the Name of Solomon. : 

Foab, by this Time, had preſs'd ſo hard upon the Ammo- 
nites, by cutting-off their Water, and all other Proviſions 
from them, that they were now well nigh reduced to the 
laſt Extremity of Hunger and Thirſt; for they had only 
one little Spring left them, which they were fain to huſband 
by ſhort Allowances, for fear of drawing it dry, and loſing 
that too. Foab ſent David a particular Account of the 
State of the Siege; deſiring the Honour of his Preſence there 
in Perſon, to put the laſt Hand himſelf to the Deſtruction 
of the City, as an Action worthy to be found upon the 
Roll in the Hiſtory of his other heroical Exploits. David 
was e fully ſatisfy'd with the Wiſdom, Faith, and Zeal 
of his General, that he put himſelf preſently in the Head 
of his Army, and marched to the Aſſault of Rabbah ; took 


it by Storm, and gave the Pillage of it to the, Soldiers ; 
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taking only for himſelf a Golden Crown of the Kings, ofa 
Talent-Weight, and a rich Sardonix upon it; which Da- 
vid wore conſtantly upon his Head afterward for an Orna- 
ment. To ſay nothing of an infinite Variety of other rich 
Booty that was found in that City, The Men were put to 
Death by exquiſite Torments ; and all the reſt of the Am- 
monite Cities that ſtood-out, as this did, were ſerved after 
the ſame Manner, 1 \ 5 
The Glory of this Victory was follow'd ſoon after with 
a Mortification that took-off much of the Reliſh of it. Da- 
vid had a Daughter that was as yet a Virgin, and incom- 
parably the moſt agreeable, lovely Beauty of the Ape ſhe 
liv'd in. Her Name was Thamar ; and ſhe, and Abſalom 
d one Mother. Amnon, the eldeſt Son of David, fell de- 
perately in Love with her; and finding that, betwixt her 
gswn Modeſty, and the Watch ſhe had upon her, there was 
no Hope of Succeeding, he pin'd away into a kind of lan- 
guiſhing Conſumption. One Jonathan, his Friend and Kinſ- 
man, and a Perſon withal of very good Senſe and Judg- 
ment, taking notice of this Change in Amnon, ayd that he 
grew every Day worſe and worſe, went to him, and aſk'd 
him what he ail'd; and in ſhort, if he was not in Love: 
For he had a Suſpicion of it. Amnon, without any Dif- 
ficulty, own'd himſelf to have a violent Paſſion for his own 
Siſter ; the other putting a Fancy in his Head how he 
might compaſs his End. Do but you, ſays Jonathan, 
& counterfeit yourſelf ſick ; and the firſt Viſit your Father 
% gives you, make it your Requeſt, that he would ſend 
ce your Siſter to you; upon an Opinion, you may ſay, that 
& her Care and Aſſiſtance would much contribute toward 


your Recovery. Amnon follow'd his Counſel ; deſiring 


his Father, accordingly, upon his firſt Viſit, to fend his Si- 
ſter to him; which he did immediately; and nothing would 
ſerve Amnon then, but he muſt haye ſome Cakes of his Si- 
ſter's making: For he could not eat any Thing elſe. So ſhe 
took the Flour, kneaded it; rais'd, and bak'd it, all in her 
Brother's Sight; and in Concluſion, offer'd him ſome to eat; 
which he would not ſo much as taſte of; but call'd out to 
his Servants immediately to withdraw, and let no Body 
come-in to trouble him, for he wauld lay himſelf to Reſt, 
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inner Chamber there; which ſhe did, and her Brother ta- 
king Advantage of that Privacy, laid hold of her; and by 
the uttermoſt Importunity of a violent Paſſion, preſs'd and 
courted her to the gratifying of his brutal Luſt : The inno- 
cent Virgin crying-out, and exclaiming all the while to him, 
for Shame, for Shame, not to offer at ſo impious, and fo 
ſcandalous a Baſeneſs, as it would be to ſacrifice the Honour 
of himſelf, and his whole Family, to the Outrage of a beaſt- 
ly Appetite, © Let me go, ſays ſhe, for the Love of God, 
and keep your exorbitant Deſires within the Compaſs of 
% Law, Honeſty, and Religion: Or, if you cannot maſter 
them, try if you can get your Father's Good-will,. and 
never think of extorting a Kindneſs from me by Vio- 
& lence.” But there was no Reaſoning, ſhe found, with an 
impetuous raging Paſſion. She thought however to put him 
oſt at preſent; but it would not do: For in Deſpite of all 
ſne could ſay or do, either to hinder, or to divert him, he 
gain'd his End upon her by Force. | 

No ſooner had he committed the Villany, and laid the 
Fury of his burning Luſt, but in the ſame Inſtant, his extra- 
vagant Love was degenerated into the contrary Extreme, of 
an implacable Hatred: Inſomuch that he call'd out fierce» 
ly to her to quit his Lodgings, and be gone. What, /ays 
« ſhe, Now you have whor'd me, am I to be expos'd too ? 
and ſent away by Day-light with all this Confuſion and 
« Horror upon me, to tell the World how barbarouſly you 
« have uſed me? Nay, ſays ſhe, this Treatment in cold 
©« Blood is yet worſe, if worſe can be, even then the ac- 
“ curſed Act itſelf, under the Impotency of an ungoverna- 
« ble Paſlion to alleviate the Crime.” But Reaſoning and 
Struggling was all in vain, for go ſhe muſt; and Amnon, 
without any more ado, commanded his Servants to turn 
her out of the Houſe. Away ſhe goes upon this into the 
Street, with Aſhes on her Head, and her Veſt (ſuch as was 
then in Faſhion for Perſons of her Quality) diſorder'd and 
torn ; and ſo thorongh the City, crying-out and complain- 
ing how ſhe had been abus'd and raviſh'd. Her Brother Ab- 
ſalom had the Fortune to meet her in this Diſtraction and 
Dreſs; and aſking her what was the Matter? ſhe told him 
the whole Story of her Brother, and the brutal Indignity 
that ig had put upon her. Aſalom told her, to pacify her, 
e Diſhonour however was not ſo great, conſidering 


ihat th 
it was the Act of her own Brether; which for the preſent 
pur ſome Reſpite to her Clamour. After this, ſhe liv'd a 

| Pretty 
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t pretty while ſingle in the Houſe of her Brother 44/210, 
Upon the carrying of this Story to David, he was infinitely 
troubled at it; but Amnon being his eldeſt, and his beloved 
Son, he was yet loth to put him to Extremities. Ab/alom, 
all this while, bare him a mortal Grudge, and waited only 
a fair Opportunity for a Revenge. At the End of two Years 
after the Rape of Thamar, Abſalom having appointed a 
Sheep-ſhearing at (a) Baal-Hazor, a City in the Tribe of 
Ephraim, invited his Father, and his Brothers to the Meet- 
ing. His Father excus'd himſelf, upon the Trouble and Ex- 
pence it would be to him: So that 4b/alom deſir d Leave 
only for his Brothers ; which being obtain'd, he gave his 
Domeſticks this Order, That, upon his giving them the Sign, 
when Amnon ſhould be in his Cups, they ſhould fall upon 
him, and kill him, 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Death of Amnon frights the Brothers. Abſalom 
flies to Geſhur. Joab gets Leave for him to return, 
He goes to Hebron, upon à pretended Vow, and en- 
viegles the People to declare him 15 Achitophel 
Joins with him, David quits Jeruſalem. Abſalom 
commits a horrible Fickedneſs at the Inſtance of A- 
chitophel. | 


Bſalom's People took their Time, and put their Maſter's 
Order in Execution. This Violence upon Amnon ſtruck. 
fuch a Dread and Confuſion into the reſt of the Brothers, that 
they immediately took Horſe upon it, and poſted away to 
_ ._ their Father, taking for granted that there was a Plot upon 
mite Whole Company. In this Nick of Time comes a Fore- 
| runner to David, with News, that Abſalom had put all his 
Brothers to Death. This was ſo terrible a Surprize to David, 
to hear of the Loſs of ſo many of his Sons, and by the Hand . 
of their own Brother too, that he abandon'd himſelf (as well * 
= as he might) to an inconſolable Deſperation : And witfiout 
= any further Enquiry into the Matter, or waiting for a Con- 
4 firmation of the Report, (though a Wickedneſs almoſt incre- 


| dible) 
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dible) he gave himſelf- up to an inſupportable Anguiſh of 
Thought; tearing his Garments, and caſting himſelf pro- 
ſtrate upon the Ground, lamenting not only the Murder'd, 
but the Murderer himſelf, But 7onadad the Son of Shimez, 
David's Brother, deſir'd David only to ruminate upon the 
Matter a little with Temper and Moderation. I cannot be- 
| lieve, ſays he, that your Sons are all kill'd, becauſe I fee no 
Colour of a Reaſon for it. But for Amnon's Part, it is not 
unlikely, ſays Jonadab, that Abſalom may have taken his 
Revenge upon him for the Affront he put upon his Siſten 
W hile they Were in Diſcourſe, they heard the Trampling 
of Horſes, and the Hurry of People running up and 
down: And what was all this, but the King's Sons that had 
made their Etcape from the Mecting at the Houle of their 
Brother. . 

The Greeting of the Father and his Sons was not without 
Tears on both Sides: The Father ſurpriz'd at the Sight of 
them living, whom he took to be dead; the Sons lament- 
ing the Loſs of their Brother, and the Father deploring the 
barbarous Murder of a Son: So that there was Subject abun- 
dantly every way for Grief and Lamentation in all Reſpects. 
Abſalom, in the mean time, retir'd to Geſbur, where he was 
a matter of three Years in the Houle of his Mother's Fa- 
ther, a Perſon of eminent Authority in that Country. 

* David had by this Time, a good mind to recall 4b/alom, 
not to puniſh him. but ro have him home again ; for the 
Severity of his Diſpleaſure was now well nigh over: And 
theſe charitable Inclinations were dext'roully enough ma- 
naged to 4b/alom's Advantage, by the Friendſhip of Jab, 
who was ſtill at David's Elbow. In Order to this End, he 
dealt with an ancient Woman that was to put herſelf in 
Mourning, as a Perſon in great Diſtreſs, and as an humble 
Supplicant, to preſent the King with her Caſe to this Ef- 
fect: 7. e. That two of her Sons in the Country had had 
«© an unhappy Quarrel; which grew to that Animoſity, that 
& they fought upon it, and one of them was kill'd. Some 
c of his Friends that was ſlain, demanded Juſtice upon him 
ce that kill'd him. So ſhe was to beg of his Majeſty the Life 
& of her Son, as the only Hope and Stay of her Old Age. 
She had no Proſpect of Relief, but in his Majeſty's Cle- 
ce Mency ; for her Sons Enemies were fo malicious, that no- 

ce thing lefs could ſatisfy them then the Interpoſition of the 
| | King's 
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c King's Authority.“ She performed her Part, and the 
King granted her Requeſt : Whereupon, with a dutiful Ac- 
knowledgment of the King's Grace and Favour to an ancient 
Woman, and the Mother of one only Child ; © She pray'd 
&« one further Inſtance, and Aſſurance, that ſhe might en- 
„ joy the Fruit of his Royal Goodneſs. Her Suit was, that 
< the King would, in the firſt Place, be pleaſed to pardon 
& his own Son Abſalom : For in beginning with a Compaſ- 
< ſion to him, it would be effeftually the Ratifying of her 
« Son's Caſe, in his own Family. It would be very hard, 

& ſhe ſaid, for a Father to loſe one Son by Mifadventure, 

&« and to kill another himſelf. 0 

The King had it preſently in the Wind, that this was a 
Fancy and Project of Joab's; and upon diſcourſing the Wo- 
man, it was found ſe to be: Upon which Diſcovery, David 
call'd for Foab, and told him that he had gain'd his Point, 
and was now at Liberty to bring Abſalom back again, when 
he thought fit ; for his Anger was over, and he had freely 
forgiven him. Foas was very glad to hear it; did his Re- 
verence to the King, and fo haſten'd away to Geſbur, and 
brought 4b/alom back with him to Jeruſalem. The King 
being told of his coming, ſent him Word, that Matters 
were not as yet in ſo good a Diſpoſition, as that it would be 
proper for him to appear in his Preſence. So that Abſalom 
kept himſelf out of the King's Sight, within his own Walls, 
and with his private Family. He had gone thorough a great 
deal of Care, and Trouble; and his Entertainment of late 
had been rather coarſe than delicate; and, in ſhort, not 
ſuitable to the State and Curioſity of a Prince of the Blood. 
But he ſtill kept up the Beauty yet, and the Gracefulneſs of 
his Perſon to the higheſt Degree of humane Perfection. He 
cut his Hair every eight Months; in the Compaſs of which 
Time, it grew-up to the Weight of two Hundred Shekels ; 
that is to ſay, to five Pound Weight. 

He paſs'd away ſome two Years in Jeruſalem, in this pri- 
vate Way of Living, and had Children; three Sons, and 
one Daughter which prov'd to be a Miracle of a Beauty. 
She was married afterward to Rehoboam, the Son of Solomon; 
and had a Son by him, whoſe Name was Abia. Abſalom 
finding himſelf uneaſy under his preſent Circumſtanees, 
ſent to Joab to ſpeak a good Word for him to his Father: 
That he might only be admitted to the Honour of ſeeing 
him; and in ſhort, to the Comfort of a thorough Reconci- 


liation. lie waited a-while for an Anſwer; but receiving 
| 2 
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no Satisfaction upon this Meſſage, he ſent ſome of his Peo- 
ple to a Neighbouring Field of Joab's to burn his Corn as it 
| food there upon the Ground. Foab came to him about it; 
told him he took it ill at his Hands, and ask'd him the 
Meaning of it:“ Why, ſays Ab/alom, I had no way of get- 
&« ting you to me but that. I wrote to you about interceed- 
« ing for me to my Father, and you have done nothing in it 
« I perceive. Pray will you try if you can pacifie him; for 
cc at this rate, if he goes on {till to be inexorable, I am in a 
« worſe Condition at home, then I was in my Baniſhment.” 
Joab took Pity of him upon this Diſcourſe, and ply'd the 
King ſo artificially, and ſo luckily, on his Behalf, that his 
Heart relented, and Ab/alom was immediately ſent for to at- 
tend his Father. + He caſt himſelf at the King's Feet upon 
his firſt Entrance into the Room, and begg'd Pardon for all 
his Miſ-doings : Whereupon David with his Right-hand 
took him up again, with the Aſſurance of a Solemn Promiſe, 
that all ill Things gone and paſt, {hould be for ever bury'd, 
and forgotten. | 
Abſalom came in a ſhort Time to be ſo well eſtabliſh'd in 
the good Opinion, and Eſteem of his Father, that he ſtruck 
up all on a ſudden into a ſplendid Equipage, with his Cha- 
riots, and his Horſes; a numerous Train, and a Retinue of 
_ Servants and Followers, and no leſs then fifty Men to attend 
him as the Guard of his Body. He was the firſt Man ſtill at 
the King's Levee ; not forgetting on the other hand, to take 
all Occaſions alſo to cajole the Multitude, and to keep fair 
with the People. If any Man had a Cauſe to be heard, and 
came for Juſtice, he would be asking him in a familiar, af- 
fable way: Friend ys he) What's thy Name; What 
% Country-Man, What Bus'neſs ? Can I do thee any Good, 
and the like ? When he found People out of Humour, and 
Malecontent, for a croſs Verdict, or a hard Judgment, (as 
they pretended :) © Why this 'tis, /ays he again, The King 
has very ill Men about him. Yes, yes, and God help him, 
© miſtakes the Point himſelf ſometimes, as well as another. 
ce Well! And ſo God ſpeed ye my Friends: If I had been 
in ſome Body's place, Things ſhould never have gone at 
ce this rate.” This was his Method of way-laying the Aﬀe- 
ctions of the People, and moulding them for his Deſign ; and 
the Humour ripen'd apace too, | 
Vhen he found himſelf pretty well aſſur'd of the Strength 
F: | and 
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and Intereſt of his Party, he went and addreſs'd himſelf to 


David in the fourth Year after his Reconciliation, for Leave 
to go to Hebron to perform a Vow which he had made in 
the Time of his Baniſhment : Which Leave he eaſily ob- 
tain'd, and took a prodigious Multitude ; ſome that he in- 
vited, and others that came trooping in Throngs, along 
with him. Among the reſt was Achitophel, the Gilonite, 


David's Prime Miniſter, with two Hundred Men of Feruſa- 


lem, that came thither to ſacrifice, without the leaſt Imagi- 
nation of a Conſpiracy. But to make ſhort of the Matter, 
the Plot took; and Ab/alom, by the common Voice of the 


People was proclaimed King. 


David was fo ſurpriz'd at the News of a rebellious Uſur- 


pation, that he ſo little dreamt of, that he ſtood confounded, 


as if he had been Planet-ſtruck, 'upon the very Thought of 
theImpudence and Ingratitude of a perfidious Son : A Wretch, 
that could ſo ſoon forget his own late Guilt, and his Father's 
Mercy, as to revolt into a ſecond Apoſtacy, fo much more 


flagitious then the former: For he was firſt to lay violent 


Hands upon his Father's Kingdom, though he himſelf knew 
it to be the ſpecial Gift of God: And after that, to practice 
upon his very Life too. Now David being in this ſtrait, be- 
thought himſelf of paſſing the River Jordan into ſome Place 


of more Security ; and ſo, with the Advice of ſome of his 


intimate Friends, what Courſe to take in this ſeditious Jun- 
Eture, he reſolved to leave the Care of his Palace to Ten of 
his Concubines ; quit Feru/alem, and commit the Iſſue to 
God. He accordingly departed with great Multitudes of Peo- 
ple that chearfully ſtuck to him, and liſted themſelves in his 


Train; eſpecially his old fix Hundred Friends, that kept ſo 


cloſe to him when he was hunted up and down by Saul, 
from one Hiding-place to another. The High-Prieſts, Abia- 


 thar, and Zadsck, and all the Levites there, were for going 


with him too, and taking the A along with them; but up- 
on very good Reaſons he prevail'd with them to ſtay ; tel- 
ling them that God's Providence was ſufficient for his Pre- 


ſervation, without any Neceſſity of the Holy Arꝶ being upon 


the Place, The laſt Thing he ſaid to them was, that they 


ſhould make ſure of ſome private way-of Intelligence to let 
him underſtand from time to time of whatever pais'd. that 
might concern him to know; and they acquitted themes 


to ſay; Ahimaaz the Son of Zadock, and Jonathan the Son 
Ittai the Gittite, had ſo great a Zeal for his 
| 2 © = "OBJ 
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own Perſonal Duty, and the Service of his Maſter, that he 
forced himſelf along with him, though he preſs'd him ear- 
neſtly againſt it. . | 

As: David was going barefoot up Mount- Olivet, and all 
the People in Tears round about him, there came to him a 

Meſſenger with the Tidings that Achitophel was gone over to 
the Faction of Abſalom, which was one of the moſt ſenſible 
Diſappointments had as yet befall'n him. Wherefore Da- 
vid pray'd to God to infatuate him, and to turn his Wiſdom 
into Fooliſhneſs. He was a crafty, and a clear-fighted Man 
in Bus'neſs, and there was nothing David ſo much dreaded, 
as the Policy of his Advice. When he was up the Moun- 
tain, he look'd back upon the City, all in Tears, with Eja- 
culations, as one that was now taking his laſt Leave of his 
Government: And whom ſhould he meet there, but his try'd 
Friend, and faithful Subject, Huſbai, with his Garments torn, 
and Aſhes upon his Head, . lamenting the Tranſitory State, 
and Fortune of all Things below the Sun. * David bad him 
be of good Cheer, and bear the Preſent with Reſignation 
and Patience; and urged him finally with great Earneſtnefs 
to go back again to Jeruſalem, where he might behave him- 
ſelf like one of Abſalom's Party; pry into his Counſels, and 


Deſigns, and by thwarting Achitophel's Senſe of Things, do 


his Maſter infinitely better Service, then by ſtaying with 
him. Huſbai ſuffer'd himſelf to be over-rul'd ; and ſo taking 
his Leave of David, returned to Feruſalem ; Abſalom himſelf 
coming thither not long after. David in the mean while 
paſſing forward, met with Ziba, the Servant of Mephiboſbeth, 
to whom he had committed the Menage of the Eſtate he had 
beſtow'd upon the Son of his dear Friend Jonathan. He was 
driving two Aſſes before him, and offer'd David, and his 
Men to take what they pleas'd of what he had, if there were 
any thing they lik'd. The Queſtion was put to Ziba upon 
this Occaſion, What was become of his Maſter ? © He left 
« him at Feruſalem, he ſaid, in hope that upon the preſent 
“ Broils, the People, in Honour to the Memory of Saul might 
& be prevail'd upon to chuſe him Xing.” David had ſuch 
an Indignation for this Ingratitude, that he took away the 
Lands back again from Mephiboſheth, and gave them to Z7- 
ba, as the more deſerving Perſon of the. Two. This was an 
n, and a Bounty, that were both very acceptable 
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David was ſtill advancing, and as he paſs'd near Bahurim, 

there came out a Kinſman of Saul's, whoſe Name was Shimei, 
the Son of Gera, and aſſaulted him with Curſes, and with 
Stones; and the more David's Friends took his part on the 
one ſide; the more foul and ſcandalous was the Ribaldry on 
the other. Shimei call'd David a Blood - ſucker; the Cauſe of 
all their Miſeries, and bad him be gone out of the Country 
like an inſolent Wretch as he was: Giving God Thanks for 
that Retaliation upon him, by his Son, for the Indignities 
that he had formerly put upon his Lord and Father. Theſe 
rude and barbarous Outrages ſtirr'd the Blood of every Body 
that heard them; and Abi/hat had certainly kill'd him for it, 
if David had not interpoſed, and prevented it. Pray hold 
« your Hand, ſays David, and do not add Miſchief to Miſ- 
« chief. Things are bad enough already, and do not you make 
ce them worſe. I look upon all the Clamours of this Clown, | 
< as I do upon the bawling of a mad Dog, that God had let | 
« looſe upon me; and his holy Will be done. Why ſhould | 
« you wonder at the unmannerly Revilings of a Scoundrel ? 
«© When at the ſame Time, I am worſe treated by my own 
« ungracious Son. But there is a merciful God above, that 
« in the End will deliver the Innocent out of the Hands of 
ce their Oppreſlors, and give us Victory over all our Enemies. 
« Wherefore in the Name, and under the Protection of that 
« God, let us go forward in our Journey: And fo as Da- 
vid advanced temperately on one Side of the Mountain, Shi- 
mei ran railing and curſing over againſt him on the other. 
They came at laſt, after a long, and a weariſome March, to 
the Bank of the River where David muſter'd, and refreſhed 
his Troops. 55 : | 

Abſalom, and his great Counſellor Achitophel, were by this 
Time come to Feru/alem, where they were received with Shouts 
and Acclamations by a vaſt Concourſe of People, and among 
the reſt, David's Friend Huſhai, with a God ſave the King, 
and the Wiſhes to him ofa long, and a happy Reign. Ab- 
falom, upon this Encounter, aſk'd Zuſhai, © How it came to 
« paſs that he that was look'd upon to be ſo eminent, and 
« faithful a Servant to his Father, ſhould now deſert his for- 

« mer Maſter, and come over to him?” Huſhai anſwer'd him 
diſcreetly enough, © That there was no contending with the 
« Will of God, and the Conſent of the People; and ſo long 
« as you have them on your Side, you may be ſure of my Fi- 
| _« delity. It is from God that you have receiv'd your King- 
JH dom; and if you can think me worthy of a Place in the 
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« Number of thoſe you will vouchſafe to own, you ſhall 
« find me as true to yourſelf, as ever I was to your Father, 
« No Man is to account the preſent State of Things uneaſie, 


« {© long as the Government continues in the ſame Line, 


ce and a Son of the ſame Family ſucceeds to the Throne.” 
Theſe Words of Huſbai to Abſalom, put an end to all Jea- 
louſies. 

The Thing they had now before them was, to reſolve what 
ſhould be done next, and Achitophel was preſently call'd in, 
to adviſe about it. The Counſel he gave them was, © For 
« Abſalom to go in and lie with all his Father's Concubines ; 
for this, ſays he, will fix the People, and make them ſo 
© much the bolder, and firmer to the preſent State, when they 
&« ſhall ſee the Breach advanced beyond all Poſſibility of Re- 
« conciliation ; for as Matters now ſtand, People will be apt 


e to ſay, Why the Father and the Son may come to an A- 


«« greement yet for ought we know; and if they ſhould chance 
* toclap up a Peace in the Concluſion, where are we! So 
* that it will be dangerous to declare, under ſuch an Uncer- 
« tainty.” Abſalom, in ſhort, took Achitophel's Counſel, and 
commanded his Servants to erect him a Tent in the Palace, 


where he lay with his Father's Concubines in the Sight of the 


People. This was no more, in fine, then what the Prophet 
Nathan foretold would befal David. 


* 8 * * 
— — ſw 4 


CHAP. IX. 


Achitophel's Counſel for the deſtroying of David. Hu- 
ſhai oppoſes 1t, and carries it againſt him. Achitophel 
hangs himſelf upon the Diſappointment. Abſalom 
makes Amala his General ; fights a Battle with his 
Father, and loſes the Day. A Bough takes up Ab- 
ſalom by the Hair of his Head in his Flight, and Joab 
runs him through with his Javelin. 


'* A Fter the Execution of this Counſel of Achitophel's, the 


next Queſtion was, What they were firſt to do in Pro- 
ſccution of the War? His Anſwer was this. © Give me the 


Command of ten Thouſand choice Men; and let me an- 
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« ſwer for't with my own Head, if I do not bring you the 
ce Head of David: And the taking away of his Life will ſe. 
s cure the publick Peace to the People, and the Government 
ce to Abſalom, both in one.” Abſalom was much of Achito- 
phel's Opinion; but willing however to have Huſhai's yet, 
over and above; and ſo put it to him, What he thought 
on't? Huſhai (that was David's true Friend, and ever ſo re- 
puted) finding the Advice to be ſhrewd and dangerous, did 
what he could to divert Abſalom from it by giving his Judg- 
ment another Way, after this Faſhion. © Sir, /ays he, I need 
c not tell you that your Father is a valiant Man, and that 
c he hath a great many brave Men about him; with whom 
& jn all Encounters he hath ever come off Victorious. You 
© know him to be a Soldier too, and a Man of Siratagem, 
e 25s well as of Courage. He will moſt infallibly have Ad- 
&« vice of our Approach; and in ſome Valley, Wood, or be- 
& hind ſome Rock perhaps, lie ready upon the Catch for us 
« with an Ambuſh : Or ſuppoſe we ſhould attempt to engage 
<« them, they will order the Matter ſo as to menage their Re- 
ce treat by little and little till they have drawn us into the 
& Snare, and David's whole Body to fall in upon us before 
% we know where we are. Now I ſubmit myſelf to your 
judgment, betwixt the Conſternation it will cauſe on the 
© one Hand, and the Encouragement it will give on the 
ce other, what a Confuſion this Way of Proceeding will cre- 
& ate among us: And now you have heard both Opinions, 
% you may follow either Achitophel's, or mine, which is 
© moſt to your liking. But having given you my Thoughts 

te thus far now, what we are not to do; I muſt crave leave 
ce to tell you what I think adviſeable under our Circumſtan- 
& ces to be done. Let the whole Nation of the Hebrews be 
& ſummon'd to appear with all their Troops at ſome certain 
& Time and Place, to make War againſt David : And when 
& they are met, do you yourſelf (ſays he to 4b/alom) take 
„ the Command of the whole into your own Hand, with- 
e gut truſting to Deputies. When this is done, David muſt 
& either expoſe himſelf in the plain Field, or otherwiſe fly to 
& Faſtneſſes, ſtrong Holds, wall'd Towns, and the like, If 
© he keeps the Plains, you will have enow to eat him up; 
e and I do not ſpeak of your Numbers only, but of a World 
of publick-ſpirited Patriots too, that value themſehj h upon 
te the Zeal and Ambition to ſerve their Prince, and their 
© Country: So that this way you have him fare, Or if he ſhall 
& 50 the other way to Work, of hiding and ſkulking up and 
* down, to keep upon the Defenſive, there are twenty Ps 
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« by Mining, Battering, Starving, and the like, that will cer- 
« tainly reduce him.” They were all fo unanimouſly for 
his Advice, that 4b/alom himſelf gave his Voice for him, e- 
ven in reference to the Counſel of Achitophel. But it is to 
be noted, that the Hand of God was in all this. 

Huſhai, upon this Reſult, made all poſlible haſte to the 
High-Prieſts, Zadock, and Abiathar, with the Story of what 
had paſs'd at the Counſel betwixt Achitophel and himſelf, 
and how Things were carry'd ; deſiring them to diſpatch an 
Expreſs immediately away with it to David, with a Caution, 
by all means to pals the River Jordan that very Night; for 
if they ſhould either get Intelligence where he was, or change 
their Minds, they might fall in upon him before he could get 
over. 

The High-Prieſts had provided Lodgings for their Sons out 
of the Town, and a faithful Maid-Servant at hand to carry 
them the Intelligence, which they were to tranſmit forth- 
with to David. Upon the Receit of this Information, they 
ſpeeded away with it as became dutiful and faithful Ser- 
vants in the Execution of their Maſter's Command. But 
by the Time they were advanced ſome two Furlongs upon 


their Way, they were diſcover'd by certain Horſe Men; and 
Abſalom having notice of it, gave order preſently for the 


taking of them up. The Meſſengers were quickly aware of 
their Danger, and ſo turn'd out of the Way towards Bahu- 
rim, a ſmall Village near Feru/alem ; where they met with 
2 Woman who was ſo charitable as to conceal them, by let- 
ting them down into a Well, - and throwing ſome Skins of 


Beaſts over the Mouth of it. This Matter was no ſooner or- 


dered, but into the Yard comes a Hue and Cry after them, 
that examined the Woman, very ſtrictly if ſhe had ſeen any 
ſuch Men or not. © She could not deny, ſhe ſaid, that two 
* ſich Men drank at the Gate juſt now, and ſo went their 
* way; bat, ſays ſhe, if you make haſte after them, they 
* may eaſily be overtaken.” When they had hunted up and 
down along Time after them to no manner of Purpoſe, they 
returned to their Quarters with their Labour for their Pains. 


So ſoon as the Woman ſaw that all was ſafe, and the Coaſt 


clear, ſhe drew the Young Men out of the Well; and they 
proſecuted their Journey time enough to give David, a ſea- 
{ona Account what Ab/a/om was a doing. It was late 
befote they got thither, but David however got his People 
over the Water the ſame Night. | | 

It ſtuck in Achitophel's Stomach, that Ab/alom ſhould re- 


ect his Counſel, and at the ſame Time entertain Huſhai's : So 
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that © He mounted his Aſs, and went home to Galmon, 
cc where he called his Family together, and told them the 
& Advice he had given Ab/alom ; but that he would not fol- 
& low it; and that in a ſhort Time, that Refuſal would be his 
c Ruin; for David would certainly baffle him, and ſoon af- 
ce ter recover his Kingdom. Now it is more. honourable for 
& me, ſays he, to die aſſerting my Liberty like a Man, then to 
& wait ſneaking till David comes in again, and to be ſlay'd 
ce at laſt for the Services I have done the Son againſt the Fa- 
ce ther.” With theſe Words he withdrew into a private A- 
artment in his Houſe, and hang'd himſelf, in the Conſei- 
ence of a Self-Condemnation : His Relations afterward taking 
care for his Funeral. Fo 
David, being now over the River Jordan, as aforeſaid, came 
to (a) Mahanaim, the faireſt, and the ſtrongeſt City in that 
Tract of Land: Where he was treated by the principal Per- 
ſons of the whole Country, with the higheſt Inſtances of Ge- 
nerolity and Good-will imaginable ; partly out of Humanity, 
with regard to the Neceſſities of his preſent Condition; and 
partly out of a Reverence to the Memory of his former State. 
There was Siphar, a Prince of Ammon: Barzillai, and Ma- 
chir, two principal Men of Gilead, &c. Theſe generous 
Perſons took ſuch Care of David, and his People, that they 
wanted neither Beds, Bread, Wine, Fleſh, nor any thing elſe 
that might be needfal, either for their Suſtenance, or for their 
Refreſhment. | | 
* 4b/alom, in the mean time, was gotten over the River 
with a mighty Army againſt his Father, and encamped not 


far from Mahanaim, a Town of Gilead, having made bis 


Kinſman Amaſa General, in the Place of ab: Amaſa being 
the Son of Jet har by Abigail. Now Abigail, and Zerviah, 
the Mother of 7oab, were David's Siſters. | 
The King took a Review of his Men, and found himſelf 
upon the Muſter to be only four Thouſand ſtrong ; but yet 
with this Pittance of an Army, he choſe rather to act the 
Part of an Aggreſſor, then to lie ſtill upon his Guard till Ab- 


 ſakm ſhould give the Attack. So that he preſently conſti- 


tuted his Officers, and divided the little Body of his Army 
into three Parts: 7cab had the firſt Diviſion ; Abiſhai, the 
ſecond ; and his Old Friend Ittai the Gittite, the third. Da- 
vid would needs have gone himſelf in Perſon ; but his Friends, 
for very good Reaſons, oppoſed it; for, ſaid they, ff we 
* ſhould be beaten, and you yourſelf in the Field, the 
| vs «© whole 
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% whole Cauſe would be loſt without any Hope of Reſource: 
s But otherwiſe, if one Diviſion ſhould have the ill Hap to 
ce be worſted, the reſt (they told David) might repair to 
« himſelf, and probably find ſome Means of Recruit : Be- 
& ſide, that the King's not being upon the Spot, would poſ- 
* ſeſs the Enemy with an Apprehenſion, that he had ano- 
cc ther freſh Army in Reſerve,” This Motive carry'd it, 
andithe King was prevail'd upon to ſtay at Mahanaim. Da- 
vid then adjur'd his Friends, by all the Ties of Honour, 
Gratitude, and Conſcience, to acquit themſelves of their DOu- 
ty; and in caſe God ſhould give them a Victory, to ſpare 
the Life of the Young Man; for he durſt not truſt himſelf 
with his own Life after the Death of Abſalom. This was 
follow'd with a Thouſand Bleflings, and good Wiſhes ; and 
ſo he diſpatch'd them to the Army. ef 

When Abſalom ſaw that Foab had drawn up his Diviſion 
upon a Plain, with a Wood at his Back, he diſpos'd of his 
own Troops likewiſe into the ſame Form, over againſt the 
other. When the two Bodies came to ſhock, there was 
great Bravery ſhew'd on both Sides. The one contending for 
the Recovery of what David had loſt; and the other for the 
Defence and Maintenance of what Abſalom had got; and 
there was nothing that David's Men were not reſolv'd either 
to do, or ſuffer ; ſo they might but avenge the Father upon 
the 4po/tacy of a rebellious Son. Abſalom's Men fought a 
good while upon a Point of Honour, and to avoid the Infa- 
my of being worſted by ſo inconſiderable a Party. David's 
Men, on the other hand, for the Glory of routing ſo many 
Thouſands of the Enemy upon ſuch a Diſproportion. In 
the Concluſion, David's Veterans did bravely, and like them- 
ſelves ; for they brake the Enemy's Order, and put them to. 
a total Rout, getting the Chace of them, over Woods, Moun- 


tains and Craggs, which Way ſoever they fled : Some they 


kill'd.; ſome. they took; and more loſt in the Purſuit, then 
in the Battle. They reckon'd upon ſome twenty Thouſand 
Men {lain in that Day's Action. Now Ab/alom was ſo ſin- 
gular, both for his Beauty and his Stature, that he was eve- 
ry Body's Mark. So that for fear of being taken alive, he 
ran away upon the fleeteſt Mule he could lay Hands of, as 
faſt gs ber Heels could carry him. But in her Courſe, upon 
the Skiing of the Air, a ſnagged Bough of a Tree took 
hold of his Hair; and the Mule running forward from under 
him, left him dangling in the Air, and continu'd her Speed, 
as if ſhe had had her Rider ſtill upon her Back. One of 
David's Soldiers ſaw this, and carry'd the Tidings off to 


h 3 | Foab, 
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Jeab, who bad him go quickly, and diſpatch him, and he 
ſhould have fifty Shekels of Silver for his Pains. No, ſays 
the Soldier, I would not do ſuch a Thing to the Son of my 
Lord and Maſter for two Thouſand : Eſpecially conſidering 
the Charge the King gave in your Hearing, not to touch the 
Life of the Young Man. Why then, ſays Foab, where was 
it that you ſaw him? In ſhort, he found him out at laſt, 
and gave him his Death's- Wound through the Heart with 
his Javelin. His Armour-bearers, that. were then preſent, 
took down the Body from the Tree, and caſt it into a dark 
deep Hole, piling a great Heap of Stones upon it, in the 
Form of a Sepulchre. This being done. Foab ſounded a Re- 
treat to take his Men off from the Chace, and ſave the Ef- 
fuſion of more Blood in a civil War. Ab/alom had already 
erected a Marble Calumn, with an Inſcription upon it, in a 
Place call'd the Xing's Valley, ſome two Furlongs from Je- 
ruſalem ; which he call'd by the Name of The Hand of Ab- 
ſalom, to perpetuate his Memory, as he ſaid, even if he ſhould 
leave no Children behind him. He had three Sons, and one 
Daughter, which was marry'd to Rehoboam the Son of Solo- 
mon, by whom he had Aba, his next immediate Succeſſor; 
but of this we ſhall ſay more hereafter. 
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David's Grief for Abſalom : And Joab's Plain-dealing 
with him. Shimei pardon'd. The Tribe of Judah goes 
out to receive David; and the reſt fall-off at the In- 
ſtigation of Sheba. David ſends Amaſa after Sheba. 
Joab meets him, and treacherouſly kills him; and then 
fellows Sheba, and brings his Head to David himſelf. 
The Iſraelites puni/h'd with a Famine for Saul's Breach 
of Faith with the Gibeonites ; and then puniſh'd again 
_ with a Peſtilence for David's numb' ring the Feople. 


B/alam being now dead, his People flipt away by Stealth, 
every Man to his own Home: Ahimaaz, the Son of Za. 
dock the High-Prieſt, making it his Suit to Joab, that he 
might be the Man to carry David the firſt News of the Vi- 
| tory, as being the Work of God's Power and Providence. 
Joab gave him this Anſwer, That it would not Jook _ 
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for him that had been always heretofore the Meſſenger of 
good News to the King, to be now the firſt Man to tell him 
of his Son's Death. So Foab call'd to Cuſhi, and ſent him 
on the Errand, and that he ſhould tell the King what he 
himſelf had ſeen. Ahimaaz was at Joab a ſecond Time, to 
let him carry the Tidings; for, ſays be, the King's Thoughts 
will be ſo intent upon the Main, that he'll never trouble 
his Head about the Death of Ab/alom. Foab, upon this Im- 
portunity, gave him Leave, and he knowing the neareſt Way 
better then the other, got thither before him. David was 
at this Time ſitting at the Gate in a longing Expectation to 
know the Event of the Battle, when a Scout brought him 
Word, that he ſaw one come running that Way, but he 


was too far off to diſcern who it was. The King look'd up- 


on it as a good Omen; and the Scout immediately upon this, 
told the King that he diſcover'd another, which gave him 
{till more Hope then before. The Meſſenger being now come 
within Diſtance, was found to be 4Ahimaaz the Son of Za- 
dock the High-Prieſt, who came poſting away in a Chariot. 
« Well! ſays David, This is the Man that moſt certainly 
* brings me good Tidings.” The Words were hardly paſt 
his Lips, when Ahimaaz caſt himſelf at David's Feet to do 
him Reverence; who aſking him what News from the Army? 
Great Succeſs, he ſaid, and Victory. David aſk'd him then, 
what was become of Abſalom ? Ahimaaz anſwer'd him, that 
ſo ſoon as ever he ſaw the Enemy routed, he came away 
Immediately with the Intelligence ; but that he heard a migh- 
ty Clamour and Shouting all the while, upon the Purſuit of 
Abſalom ; and Foab ſent him away in ſuch Haſte, that his 
Orders were only to carry the News of the Victory, without 
any Mention of 4b/alom. . By this Time, Cuſbi was at the 
King's Feet, with the Tidings of a Victory; and the King 
putting the ſame Queſtion to him as to the other, i. e. What 
was become of AblalomY © May it be, /ays Cuſhi, with all 
« the Enemies of my Lord the King, as it is with 46/alom.” 
Theſe Words turn'd a Day of Joy and Triumph into a Day 
of Mourning. It prov'd ſo to the King, for the Loſs of Ab- 
falom; and to the People, [to ſee their Sovereign fo tranſ- 
ported, notwithſtanding ſuch a Victory and Deliverance, 
when his Life and Crown were at Stake, for the Death of a 
Rebel. ] But fo it was, that he withdrew himſelf upon it, 
out of Sight and Hearing, to the Top of one of the higheſt 
Turrets about the City, beating his Breaſt, and fearing his 
Hair, with Cries and Exclamations, Ah, my Son Abſalom, 


my Son Ablalom ; Ab, that I myſelf could have but dy'd with 
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thee, my Son! * Now David was in his Nature ſoft and 
tender, and his Love for Abſalom was the weak Side of that 
Inclination. This put Joab, and the Army quite out of 
Countenance ; for them to come into the Town triumphant, 
and the King to appear drown'd in Sorrow for the Succeſs : 
So that they look'd rather like Fugitives than Conquerors, 
and Men that had loſt the Battle rather than won it. Da- 
vid, in ſhort, went on ſo far in this Way of an abandon'd 
Dejection, that Zoab, without any more ado, brake-in upon 
him in the very Agony of his Paſſion, to reaſon and expo- 
ſtulate the Matter with him. 
„ Sir, /ays. he, Do you know what you do? Are you a- 
ce ware of the Diſhonour you bring upon yourſelf by this 
« wilful and effeminate Way of impotent Lamentations ? 
% Why, it makes you look as if you had a Hatred for your 
* Friends, that have ſav'd your Life at the Hazard of their 
% own ; nay, for yourſelf, and your Family too: And at 
* the ſame time, as great a Kindneſs even for thoſe of your 
* Enemies, which Divine Juſtice hath taken away in your Fa- 
* your, by the Stroke of a moſt righteous Vengeance. If 
* Abſalom had carry'd the Day, and ſettled himſelf in his 
* Uſurpation, Who do you think, Sir, would have bemoan- 
* ed either your Fate, or ours, in ſuch a Caſe ? For we 
% ſhould moſt certainly have been cut to pieces, every Crea- 
ture of us. Nay you yourſelf, and your Children ſhould 
* have led the Dance. No, no, Sir, your Enemies would 
* have rejoic'd and glory'd in your Ruin, and it would have 
& been Death for any Man to have but ſo much as pity'd us. 
% Pray, Sir, does not your Conſcience, as well as your Ho- 
* nour, check you for this intemperate Tenderneſs, for the 
e Memory of ſo implacable an Enemy. He was your Son, 
ge ?tis true, but a moſt ungracious one; and you cannot be 
* juſt to God's Providence, without acknowledging the Bleſ- 
de ſing of his being taken away. Pray ſhew yourſelf chear- 
* fully to your People, and tell them, that it is to their 
e Loyalty and Bravery, next under God, that you are in- 
de debted for the Honour of this Day. For if you go on as 
you have begun, your Kingdom and your Army will moſt 
« infallibly be put into other Hands; and you will then 
* find ſomething elſe to cry for.” he 
This bold and blunt Liberty of Joab brought David in 
ſome Meaſure to himſelf again; and to take Care of his 
_ Government, and People. So that he ſhew'd himſelf at the 
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Gate, in a more popular Way of Addreſs, and with more 
of Satisfaction in his Countenance. This Change of Hu- 
mour wrought ſo effectually upon the Multitude, that they 
came flocking-in to him from all Parts to pay him their Re- 
verence. | 

While Matters were in this Diſpoſition, Ab/alom's Men 
that fled from the late Battle, and were got home again, 
ſent Meſſengers up and down, from Place to Place, to mind 
their Friends of the infinite Qbligations they had to David 
upon all Accounts, and particularly for the Toils and Ha- 
zards he had undergone in his own Perſon, for the Vindi- 
cation of their Liberty; how ungratefully they had behav'd 
themſelves in their Revolt, &c. and what had they more to 
do now, then to lay themſelves at his Feet; beg his Pardon, 
and beſeech him once again to receive them into his Careand 
Protection, as formerly : Eſpecially the Perſon being now 
gone, whom they had moſt injurioully ſet up in his Stead. 
The King had Addreſſes of this kind ſent him in Abundance, 
which he ſtill communicated by Letters to the High-Prieſts, 
Zadock and Abiathar, with certain Hints, how they were to 
menage the Heads of the Tribe of Judah toward his Reſtau- 
ration. And they inſinuated accordingly, how great a Shame 
it would be for them to ſtand looking-on, and let others go 
before them, in doing a common Right to a Prince fo ge- 
nerous, and of their own Tribe and Extraction. This Way 
of Proceeding created an Emulation among them, who 
ſhould be foremoſt. They were likewiſe to expoſtulate the 
Matter with Amaſa, the Enemy's General, how it came to 
paſs that he himſelf, the Nephew of David by his own Si- 
ſter, ſhould not diſpoſe the Army to a Senſe of their Duty, and 
the Reſtoring of the Government to the right Owner, They 
told Amaſa, that for what was paſt, he might be ſure of his 
Pardon; and they doubted not but he might have the ſame 
Command under David that he had under 4b/alom. 

The High-Prieſts dealt after this Manner with the Princi- 
pals of the Tribe, and upon the aforeſaid Aſſurance brought 
Amaſa over to David. The Tribe of Judah were the firſt 
(and they did it eaſily too) that ſent their Commiſſioners to 
invite the King back to the Exerciſe of his Government: 
And betwixt the Influence of this Example, and the Credit 
Amaſa, they were all to attend, and receive the King at 
Jeruſalem. The Tribe of Judah were remarkably the for- 
wardeſt of the whole Body, and the moſt officious in their 
Reſpects; for they went to the very Bank of the River 7or- 
dan to meet him. There was Shimei the Son of Cera, for one, 
| : | at 
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at the Head of a Thouſand Benjamites, and there was Zi. 
be alſo, Saul's Freeman, with his fifteen Children, and 


twenty Servants; who, together with the Tribe of 7udah, 


laid a Bridge over the River, for the more commodious Paſ- 


ſage of David and his Troops. 

Upon his coming to the River, the Tribe of 7udah were 
the firſt that ſaluted bim; and Shimes then advancing to the 
Bridge, threw himſelf at David's Feet, begging his Pardon 
for the Indignities he had put upon him: Beſeeching him 
to paſs it all over, and that it might never riſe in Judgment 
againſt him when he ſhould come into his Kingdom : De- 
firing moreover, that his early Repentance, and Return to 


his Allegiance, might atone for his paſt Faults, © Well! 


fays Abiſhai, Foab's Brother, (who was then within Diſtance 


of hearing and ſeeing all that paſs'd) * and do you think 


* to come off ſo eafily, that could have the Face to blaſ- 
* pheme the King that God hath ſet over you, at ſo un- 
< pardonable a Rate? Be quiet, you Sons bf Zerviah; pray 
4 be quiet, /ays David, without blowing the Coal, and ſtir- 
* Ting up new Broils. For I would have you look upon 
this as the firſt Day of my Reign, and to take notice of 
« what I do now declare upon my Oath : I do freely for- 
<« give all the World, and 1 do promiſe that no Creature 
< ſhall ſuffer for any Thing done againſt me, or againſt a- 
c ny Body elſe for my Sake, of what Kind or Quality ſoe- 
c ver: So that you may ſet your Heart at Reſt, Shimez, 
« your Life is in no Danger.” Upon which Aſſurance, he 


made his Reverence, and went his Way. 


After him came Mephibeſheth, Saul's Nephew, in as For- 
lorn, and uncouth an Appearance, as one could well ima- 
gine ; for upon the King's being forc'd away from his Palace, 


this good Man, reckoning the King's Calamity as his own, 


bound himſelf by a Vow, upon David's being driven away, 
never to cut his Hair, or change his Clothes, till it might 
pleaſe God to reſtore him. Ziba took this Opportunity of 
traducing his Maſter to the King; for upon David's aiking 
bim how he came to leave him when he was under Perſecu- 
tion; he laid the Fault upon Ziba, for not obeying his Or- 
ders; but, on the contrary, treating him like a Slave, not- 
withſtanding the expreſs Charge he had given him to have 
all Neceſſaries in Readineſs for his Journey. But, Sir, /ays 
4 he, If I had had the Uſe of my Legs, as other People have, 
< this ſhould not have hinder'd me neither. Nay, Sir, /ays 
« he, and which is more, he has not only diſappointed me 
in the Exerciſe of my Duty; but I perceive he has done 
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&© me ſpiteful Offices to yourſelf alſo : But, Sir, you are ſo 
« juſt, and ſo great a Lover of God and of Truth, that I am 
cc ſure your Generoſity and your Wiſdom Hl never enter- 
«& tain a Calumny-to my Prejudice. Our Family have had 
* the Experience of your Piety, Modeſty and Goodneſs, to 
« a Degree never to be forgotten, in paſſing over, and par- 
4 doning the innumerable Hazards and Perſecutions that 
you were expoſed unto, in the Days, and by the Con- 
e trivance of my Grandfather ; when all our Lives were 
cc forfeited, and in your Power, and at Mercy: But then, 
« after all this gracious Tenderneſs, your ſuperadding the 
% Honour of taking me to your Table as à Friend, and as a 


„ Gueſt, and a Perſon likewiſe ſo obnoxious, in regard of 
my Relations, nothing could be either greater, or more obli- 
# ging.” David heard all this without either animadvert- 

ing upon Mephiboſbeth, or putting Ziba's Credit to the Teſt ; 


But he told him, that having given the whole Eſtate to Zi- 
ba, he would order him the one Half of it back again: Nay, 
Sir, /ays Mephibgſheth, fo long as I have the Satisfaction 
of ſecing my Lord the King upon his Throne again, e- 
« ven let Zila take the Whole and welcome.“ 

King David, in the Time of the War, had been much be- 
holden for ſeveral good Offices to Barzillai, the Gileadite ; 
a great Man to all good and honourable Purpoles : And this 
Barzillai would necds bring the King onward of his Way 
to the River Jordan. The King preſs'd him with great Ear- 
neſtneſs to go through with him to Feruſalem, promiſing 
that he ſhould be as good as a Father to him, and that he 
ſhould want nothing that might þe a Relief, and a Refreſh- 
ment to his Old Age. But he excus'd himſelf, © that he 
« ſhould be more at Eaſe in a private Way of Life, then in 
« the Splendour and Luxury of a Palace, He was now 
“ eighty Years of Age, he ſaid, and paſt the Relith of Court- 
“ Pleaſures; having no other Bus'neſs in the World then 
6 to prepare for Death, and to give Orders for his Funeral. 
«© Wherefore he begg'd his Majeſty's Leave to retire Home 


 « again, where he might more convediently govern himſelf 


*« after his own Faſhion. His Taſte was now gone, as to 
the Satisfactions of delicious Meat and Drink; and fo for 
* the Delights of Singing, Dancing, Revels, harmonious 
4 Conſorts of Inſtruments, or Voices, and the like. His 


„ Hearing was deaded and loſt; (he /aid) and he had no 
longer any Senſe of theſe Entertainments.“ The King, 


in fine, was prevail'd upon at length, to part with him, but 
Tn 875 — — upon 
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upon Condition, ſays he, that your Son (a) Chimham ſhall 
go along with me, and take his Part in the beſt Offices I can 
do him. Barzillai, with all dutiful Acknowledgments, left 
his Son with the King ; and taking his Leave, with the 
moſt paſſionate Wiſhes of a long and a proſperous Reign to 
him, he went back to his own Home. . 
When David came to Gilgal, he had one Half of the whole 
Nation with him, and the Tribe of Judah entire. There 
came to him ſeveral of the prime Men of the Country with 
a vaſt Multitude of People at their Heels, and charg'd the 
Tribe of Judah with taking too much upon them in going to 
the King, without conſulting their Brethren ; whereas they 
ought unanimouſly to have gone together. 'The Heads of the 
Tribe of Judah deſired the reſt not to take any thing amiſs 
in their going before; for they look'd upon it as a Duty in- 
cumbent on them for Kindred-ſake; which made them the 
more earneſt, and officious, upon that Conſideration. They 
did not propoſe any Advantage to themſelves (they ſaid) by 
being ſo forward; neither had they given any Cauſe of Of- 
fence by their Earlineſs, to thoſe that came after them. The 
Heads of the other Tribes were not at all pleas'd with this 
Way of Reaſoning. © Pray how come you, they cry'd, to 
b engroſs the King to yourſelves, as if he were not our King 
% as well as yours? For he is by God's Providence indiffer- 
< ently the Governour of us all: So that if we are eleven 
© Parts of the whole, and you but one, and conſequently 
< valuable in Compariſon according to that Proportion, you 
* have certainly done very ill in ſtealing away to the King 
by yourſelves, without acquainting us.” While the great 
Men were at hard Words upon this Controverſy, up ſtood 
+ Sheba, the Son of Bichri, a Benjamite, (a Man of a facti- 
ous and turbulent Spirit) and call'd-out with a loud Voice in 
the Middle of the Crowd; “ What do they talk to us for, 
of ea Part in David ; or what have we to do with the Son 
« of Fefſe ?”* So he cauſed the Trumpet to be founded, with a 
kind of a Proclamation for the People to depart to theirTents, 
and thereupon a War was denounced againſt David. The 
Multitude fell-off into the Party and Intereſt of Sheba, ſaving 
only the Tribe of Judah, who ſtood by the King, and con- 


ducted him to Feruſalem. The firſt Thing he did there, was 


to clear his Palace of his Concubines, which his Son Abſa- 
tom had proſtituted in the Sight of the People; but he had 
them provided for elſewhere, with all Fairneſs of Reſpect, 
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as before ; though he himſelf had never more to do with 
them. He made Amaſa his General, in the Place of 7oab, 
giving him Orders to draw what Troops he could get toge- 
ther out of the Tribe of 7udah, and bring them to him in 
three Days, that he might be ready to march out with them 
againſt the Son of Bichri. Amaſa went about his Bus'neſs ; 
but finding more Work to do then he expected, and out-ſtay- 
ing his Time, David, upon the third Day diſcours'd the Mat- 
ter to Joab, © This Bus'neſs of Sheba, ſays he, is a Thing 
&© not to be trifled with; wherefore do you immediately take 
© what Forces you have at hand, with the {ix Hundred Ve- 
„ terans, and ſo without any Delay, take your Brother Mi- 
© /hai along with you, and march directly away after the Son 
% of Bichri : Fight him, whereſoever you find him, before 
* he draws his Party into a Body ; for if we let him alone, 
© he will gather like a Snow-ball ; ſtrengthen himſelf, and 
* when he has gotten into ſome ſtrong Hold, or fortify'd 
* Town, he will give us more Trouble perhaps then Alſalom 
did, before we get him out again.” Jcab, in the ſame In- 
ſtant poſted forward with his Brother, and the Troops that 
were aſſigned him to ſearch for Sheba, At his coming to Gr- 
leon, a Village ſome forty Furlongs from Jeruſalem, he met 
Amaſa upon his March in the Head of a Gallant Army. . 
maſa advancing toward him to embrace him, 7eab, with a 
Breaſt-Plate upon his Body, and his Sword girt to him, dropt 
his Sword out of the Scabbard, going to meet him, and pre- 
ſently catcht it up again, with one Hand, while he took A. 
maſa by the Beard with the other, as if it had been to have 
kiſs'd him; but ſtabb'd him into the Guts, and he dy'd up- 
on the Place. Now what was the Provocation all this while 
to ſo impious and execrable an Outrage upon ſo good a 
Youth ; nay, and his Kinſman foo; but a diabolical Envy 
of his Preferment, and a Jealouſie of his being too great in 
the King's Favour. It was much upon the ſame Ground 
that he had already murder'd Abner; and much after the 
ſame treacherous Manner, that he did it too. Tis true, 
that in the former Caſe, he might appear to have ſome ſpe- 
cious Colour for it in the Revenge of his Brother Zazael : 
But for this ſecond Aſſaſſinate he had not a Word to ſay. 
Upon the Death of Amaſa, Foab proſecuted his March to 
look out Sheba; leaving only one Man with the General's Bo- 
dy, with Order to make Proclamation thorongh the Army, 
that he was an ill Man, and but ſerv'd according to his De- 
ſert, deſiring all thoſe, that were for the King to follow an, 
Ps an 
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and his Brother Ab;i/bai. While the Body lay expoſed in the 
Way, there were Multitudes gather'd together, as is uſual in 
fach Caſes, ſtaring at it: So that he that had it in Charge, 
ot it out of the Way to a Village, where he hous'd it, with 
4 Coat thrown over it; and fo ſoon as the Wonderment was 
removed, the Soldiers march'd forward after their Comman- 
ders. Joab had by this Time almoſt quite run thorough the 
Land of 1/ael; and getting Intelligence at laſt, that Sheba 
had ſhelter'd himſelf in a ſtrong Town call'd 4bel-Maacha, 
Joab order'd the Place to be preſently beſieg'd, and a Trench 
caſt up about it ; and at the ſame Time to have it ply'd with 
Mines and Batteries; being reſolved to deſtroy it, even for 
the Affront of ſhutting their Gates againſt him, 

While theſe Preparations were a-Foot for the gaining of 
the Town, a good and a prudent Woman, out of a Zeal for 
the Service of her Country in that Extremity, mounted the 
Wall, and call'd out to Foab from the Battlements, to ſpeak 
a Word with him out of the Hearing of the Soldiers. 7oab * 
did as ſhe deſired, and the Diſcourſe ſhe made him was to © 
this Purpoſe. © W hereas God, ſaye ſhe, has given us Kings and Il © 
« Governours to protect us againſt our Enemies, and to main- V 
& tain and preſerve us in Peace and Unity one with another, h 
tc here are you come, without any Injury, or Provocation, v 
ec to ruin one of the moſt eminent Cities in the whole Land S 

of Iſrael. © God help thy Head, poor Woman, ſays Joab; K 
<« ſo far am I from the leaſt Thought of any unneceſſary Vi- || tt 
« glence to this famous City, or of Harm to any one Crea- || & 
« ture in it, that your People have no more to do then to de- th 

liver up Sheba, that rebellious Son of Bichri, to Juſtice, th 
* and in the {ame Moment to be quit of my Army.” Upon fit 
| this Promiſe and Declaration, the Woman call'd out to ſo 
if Foab, only © To have a little Patience, and Sheba's Head ca 
= „ ſhould be thrown down to him over the Wall.” She went br 
back upon! this, to the Citizens, to reaſon the Matter with 
them. Are you then reſolved, /ays ſhe, like a Company of || hi 
« wicked Men, and for the Sake of a wicked Wretch, and a bu 
“ meer Stranger to you, to ſacrifice your Habitations, your th 
« Wives, and your Children, and all in ſo wicked a Manner || At 
too? What has Sheba done for you, to ballance the Obli- dr 
ce gations you have to David? Or ſetting aſide all other Ar- an 
“ guments, are you able, do you think, to defend your-Gity || do 
&« againſt this Army?” The Reaſon of the Thing was ſo plain, I thc 
and evident, that they cut off Sheba's Head by Conſent, for 
a Compoſition; and caſt it over the Wall: Whereupon, the | — 
| „ | Siege x 
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ruſalem, David declar'd Foab General of all his Troops. Be- 
naiah had the Command given him of all the Guards of the 
Body, and the ſix Hundred Veterans. Adoram was the Trea- 
ſurer. Sabathes and Achilaus were the Recorders ; Suſa the 
Secretary; Zadock and Abiathar continuing in the Prieſt- 
hood. | : 

* Some time after this, there was a Famine in the Land, 
and David earneſtly beſought God to reveal unte him in 
Mercy, both the provoking Cauſe of that grievous Judgment, 
and how it might be remow'd. Anſwer was returned by the 
Prophets, that the Blood of the Gibeonites, which Saul had 
moſt perfidiouſly cauſed to be ſhed, cry'd to Heaven for Ven- 
geance ; as an Action not only contrary to the Oath and Pro- 
miſe of Joſbua, and ratify'd alſo by the Elders; but againſt 
Conſcience, and common Juſtice : Wherefore, ſaid they, 
« Let the King give ſuch Satisfaction to the Gibeonites as they 
& ſhall requite for the Loſs of their ſlaughter'd Citizens, and 
ce the IJſraelites may expect that God will be gracious to them, 
ce in a Deliverance from their preſent Calamity.” When Da- 
vid came to underſtand this from the Prophets themſelves, 
he ſent to the Gibeonites, and ask'd them what Satisfaction 
would content them. So they demanded that ſeven of Saul's 
Sons, or of his Race, might be deliver'd up to Juſtice. The 
King order'd to have ſeven of them found out, and put into 
the Hands of the Gibeonites, to do with them as they plea- 
ſed: But ſtill excepting Mephiboſheth out of the Number, for 
the Sake of Jonathan his Father. The Gibeonites accepted of 
this as a Compoſition, and puniſh'd them, as they thought 
fit themſelves : In which Inſtant God ſent them Rain, and 
ſo Kindly a Continuance of it, that the Earth in due Time 
came to itſelf again, freſh and flouriſhing as formerly, and 
bringing forth Fruits in their Seaſon, ; 

It was not lofg after this, that David marched out with 
his Army againſt the Philiſtines; fought and routed them; 
but following the Chace too eagerly, and too far, Achmon 
the Son of Araph, one of the Race of the Giants, (whoſe 
Arming was a Coat of Mail, a Lance weighing three Hun- 
dred Shekels, and his Sword by his Side) ſeeing David alone, 
and quite ſpent, turned ſhort upon him, and ſtruck him 
down, and had certainly ſlain him, if Abi/hai, Joab's Bro- 


ther, had not in that preciſe Moment come to his Relief; be- 


ſtriding 
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ſtriding David, and not only protecting the King, but killing 1 
his Enemy. The whole Army was ſo ſenſible of the Danger 
the King's Life was in, and of the Providence of his Deli- 
verance, that the Commanders bound him by an Oath ne- 
ver to hazard his Royal Perſon any more in a Battle ; for 

being naturally brave, and forward, he laid himſelf too open 

to the common Chances of War; and if he ſhould miſcarry, 

it would be an irreparable Loſs to the Nation, to be deprivd 
of the Bleſſings they enjoy'd under his Adminiſtration, 

This Battle had not been long over, before the Phili/tines, 
rally'd again, and came to a Rendezvous at Gaza. David 

| having Notice of it, diſpatch'd away an Army immediately 

=: againſt them. In this Expedition Sobach the Hittite (one of 

1 the braveſt Men in the whole Body) got himſelf great Repu- 
| tation by cutting off ſeveral of the Race of the Giants, and 
Men of a prodigious Bulk and Strength too, with his own 
Hand; He had, in ſhort, the Honour of a great Share in that 

Day's Succeſs. The Philiſtines, after this, brought yet ano- 
ther Army into the Field, and the King ſent out his Troops 
to encounter them. Nephan, David's Kinſman did Wonders, 
for he ſlew Hand to Hand, in a ſingle Combat, one of the 
boldeſt Men the Philiſtines had in their Party: The reſt turn- 
ed their Backs upon it, and loſt great Numbers in that Acti- 
on. But the Phili/tines in a ſhort Time recruited yet once 
again, after all their Loſs, and encamped at a certain Town 
not far from the Borders of the Hebrews. The Phili/tines had 
in their Camp a Man fix Cubits high; fix Fingers on a Hand, 
and ſix Toes on each Foot, and one that valu'd himſelf upon 
his Deſcent from the Stock of the Giants. Fonathan the Son 
of Shimeti had the Honour to kill this over-grown Monſter in 
a ſingle Combat, and at the Head of his Troops, which was 
a great Stroke in the Victory of the Day; beſide the glori- . 

ous Character he acquir'd by it, of a valiant Man. This 
was the laſt Battle the Maelites had with the Phili/tines ; for 
from that Time forward, they never had the Heart to look 
them any more in the Face. 2: 

+ David having now made his way thorough all the Toils 
and Dangers of War, into the Quiet of a profound Peace, 
gave himſelf wholly up to the Compoſing of Divine Hymns, 
and Pſalms, to the Glory of God ; in Variety of Meaſures ; 
as, Trimeters, Pentameters, and the like. Theſe Airs he or- 
der'd to be ſung by the Levites upon the Sabbaoths, and other 
13 Feſtivals, 
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Feſtivals, in Company with muſical Inſtruments provided * 
for that Purpoſe : As they had an Inſtrument with ten Strings, Az 
to be touch'd with a Quill ; the P/altery with twelve Strings, 
to be play'd upon with the Fingers; and large Cymbals of 
Braſs. But this is enough ſaid as to the general Underſtand- 
LW ing of the Nature of theſe Inſtruments. * The King had a- 
17 bout him, Men of Honour and Valour in Abundance; but 

for Worthies of the firſt Rate, he reckon'd only eight and 

thirty who had made themſelves Signal for their Exploits; 

and Men of ſuch Force and Reſolution, as if they had been 

made for great Enterprizes, and the carrying of the World 

before them. Of theſe eight and thirty, I ſhall only name 

five, as a Meaſure to judge of the reſt by. 

The Firſt was (a) em, the Son of (b) Achem, that brake 
ſeveral Times into the Body of the Enemy, and kill'd nine 
Hundred of them upon one Encounter, with his own Hand. 

After him comes Eleazar, the (c) Son of Dodo, that was 

with the King in (4) Araſum. It was his Fortune to be in a 
Battle, where the 1/raelites finding themſelves mightily over- 

power'd with Numbers, gave way and fled, leaving him 
alone in his own Perſon to make good his Ground ; which 
he did ſo effectually, that he gave a Stand to the whole Ar- 
my, killing and wounding great Numbers of them ; ſo that 
his Sword was in a manner glew'd to his Right-hand with 
the Blood, The Example of this Bravery put Courage into 
the Fugitives, and brought them on again; preſſing ſo hard 
upon the Adverſaries Troops, that they recover'd the Day, 

and crown'd it with a wonderful, and a moſt illuſtrious Vi. 

&ory : Eleazar running them down all this while, and the 
common Soldiers ſtripping them. 

The Third was (e) Sebas, the Son of lus ; who at a Place 
called the Faw, upon another Engagement with the P4i/;. 
ſtiues, finding the {ſraelites ſhrinking, and giving way, op- 
poſed his ſingle Body to the whole Force of the Enemy ; did 
great Execution upon them ; brake their Order ; put them 
to Flight, and gave them Chace with a great Overthrow. In 
theſe three Inſtances we read the Bravery of theſe three he- 
roical Adventures, in the plain Field, and ia the Face of 


an Enemy. 
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At another Time, when the King was at Feru/alem, and 
the Philiſtines encamped before it, in the great Valley that 
ſtretches out as far as Bethlem, a matter of twenty Furlongs 
from the Town ; David went up to a high Tower to aſk 
Counſel and Direction of God, about the Government, and 
Event of the War : And ſpeaking among his Friends of the 
delicious Water that was in his Country, and eſpecially of 
the Well at Bethlem that was next the Gate, What would 
<« I give, ſays he, for a Soup of that Water!“ Theſe three 
Men over-hearing him, went their way immediately, brake 
through the Camp of the Philiſtines, and fetch'd of the Wa- 
ter from the Vell itſelf, and came back with it the ſame 
Way they went : The Barbarians ſtanding at Gaze all the 
while, at the Hardineſs of the Undertaking ; and not da- 
ring, though ſo few of them, to give them any Interruption 
in their Return. Upon their preſenting of this Water to the 
King, he gave God Thanks for the Safety of them that 
brought it; © But it would not become him, he ſaid, to drink 
it, for it was the Price of Blood 5” And ſo he poured it up- 
on the Ground as an Offering to the Lord. 

In the fourih Place may be reckon'd Abiſbai, the Brother 
of Joab, that in one Day flew five Hundred of the Enemy. 

The th, and the laſt of theſe worthy Champions, ſhall 
be Benaiah, a Man of a Sacerdotal Family; who fought, up- 
on a Challenge, with two Brothers, Men of eminent Fame 
for Feats of Arms among the Moabites, and kill'd them both. 
He fought again with an Ægyptian, of a monſtrous Force 
and Size; and cloſing with him, though himſelf naked, and 
his Adverſary arm'd at all Points; he forced his Spear out of 
his Hands, and diſpatch'd him with his own Weapon. And 
for his greater Honour ſtill, he diſarm'd him while he was yet 
living. He did another Thing too, that for the Stoutneſs 
and the Stomach of it, may be accounted equal, if not ſupe- 
riour to all the reſt. There was a Lion dropt into a Pit- fall: 
The Snow drove into the Hole, and cover'd the Mouth of it: 
So that the Beaſt finding no way to get out again, ſet up a 
roaring. It was Benaiab's Hap to paſs by that Way, within 
hearing of this Outcry. He went to the Place, and fo into 
the Pit, and with a Cudgel ſtagger'd and kill'd the Lion. 
Theſe were five great Men; and the other three and thirty 
not inferiour to them. 55 5 

* David had now a Fancy come into his Head of taking 
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an Account how many Thouſand Men he could muſter out 
of the People of Iſrael, forgetting the old Precept of Moſes, 
that ſo oft as there ſhould be Occaſion to number the Peo- 
ple, there ſhould be an Oblation of half a Shekel by the Head 
to the Lord: But he ſent to Jab however to take the Ac- 
count. He excus'd himſelf upon it, as a Thing that was 
needleſs ; but David would not be ſaid Nay, and therefore 

oſitively commanded him to go about it, and let it be the 
firſt Thing he did. Foab upon this, ſummoned the Scribes, 
and the Heads of the Tribes to adviſe withal, and ſo went 
through the whole Land of the 1ſraelites to make up this 


Computation. After nine Months and twenty Days, Joab 


returned to Jeruſalem, and told the King upon the whole Mat- 
ter, that beſides the Tribes of Benjamin and of Levi, which 
he had not as yet.taken an Account of, he found the Num- 
ber of the reſt of the //raclites to amount to nine Hundred 
Thouſand Men that were able to draw the Sword. In the 
Tribe of Judah alone he reckon'd upon four Hundred Thou- 


ſand. 


David, while this was in Hand, repented himſelf of what 


he had done, and was told by the Prophets alſo, that God 


was highly offended at him; whereupon he betook himſelf 
to a true Repentance, begging Pardon of Almighty God, 
with Prayers and Supplications, and obtaining it. Preſent- 
Iy after this, God ſent the Prophet Cad to him with an Offer 
of three Things to his Choice: That is to ſay ; either a ſevere 
Years Famine : Or to fly three Months before an Enemy, or a 
three Days Peſtilence ; and to demand a preſent Reſolution 
from him, which of the Three he would take. David found 
himſelf in a great Strait, which to chuſe: If the Famzne, ſays 
« he to himſelf, it would look as if I had more Care of my 
« Self, then of my People; for probably I can never want 
« Bread. If to lie at the Mercy of an Enemy, it looks the 
« ſame Way ſtill; for I have ſtrong Holds and Caſtles to re- 
« pair to for my own Safety. But for the Third, it is a Ca- 
* lamity that threatens Governours in common with their 
*« Subjects.” As he was turning his Thoughts upon this De- 
liberation, the Prophet preſs'd him to an immediate Anſwer ; 
to which he made this Return, © That he would rather fall 
* into the Hands of God, then of Man; and therefore ſub- 
% mitting himſelf to God's Pleaſure and Goodneſs, he choſe 
the Peſtilence. The Prophet had no ſooner received, and 
reported David's Anſwer, but the //-aelites were preſently 


ſeized with a moſt pnaccountable Diſtemper, that was ſtill at- 
| | 1i 2 | tended 
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tended with certain Death, and accompany'd with Acci- 
dents that baffled all the Doctors, either to find a Remedy, 
or Reaſon. But they dy'd, in fine, one upon the Neck of 
another, and no Bbdy knew how. Some went off with 
Gripes and Torments that diſpatch'd them in 2 Trice ; ſome 
'with incurable Faintneſſeſs and Languors, in deſpite of the 
Phyſicians. Others with Yer1igoes ; Dimneſ of Sight, Suffo-. 
cations, &c. Some again expir'd, themſelves, in the very 
Office of Mourning for the Death of others. The Mortality 
was ſo great, in fine, that betwixt Break of Day, and Dinner- 
time, there were ſwept away by this Peſtilence ſeventy 
Thouſand Perſons. The deſtroying Angel was now going 
to Feruſalem upon the ſame Commiſſion ; but the King put— 
ting on Sackcloth, and humbly ſupplicating God with Pray- 
ers and Tears, to remove this dreadful Judgment ; in the 
middle of his Ejaculations, he lifted up his Eyes, and diſco- 
ver'd an Angel, with a drawn Sword, moving toward 7eru- Ml 
ſalem. Upon this Apparition, he brake out into freſh and 
more paſſionate Exclamations. Lord, ſays he, puniſh the 
Shepherd; but alas! What have theſe Sheep done? Pour 
« down thy Wrath rather upon me, and my Family; but 
«« ſpare the innocent People I beſeech thee.” 

David's Prayers were heard, and God immediately put a 
Nop to the Peſtilence ; ordering the King, by the Mouth of 
the Prophet Gad, to go up without delay to the Thraſhing- 
floor of Araunah, and there to erect an Altar, and offer Sa- 
crifice upon it. David went away to the Place according 
to his Direction, where he found 4raunah thraſhing his Corn; 
who no ſooner ſaw David, and his Sons, coming towards 
him, but he ran out with infinite Reverence to receive them. 
Now this Araunah was a Febuſite, and ſo particular a Friend 
of David's, that he protected, and ſecured him from all Da- 
mage upon the very taking of the City, as has been formerly 

oblerv'd. | 8 

Well, ſays Araunah, is there any Thing now that my 
* Lord will be pleas'd to Command of his Servant?“ I come, 
fays David, to buy your Thraſhing-flvor, and to raiſe an Altar 
to Cod upon it, and to offer Sacrifice.“ Nay, ſays Araunah, 
<< not only my Thraſhing-floor, but my Ploughs, my Oxen, 
* and Burnt- Offerings, are all at my Lord's Service gratis: 
* And I beſeech God to look graciouſly down upon your 
* Worſhip and Sacrifice,” The King was exceedingly pleas'd 
with the Candour and Greatneſs of this good Man's Mind ; 
but told him, that it muſt be a Purchaſe, not a Gift ; __ 
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would not be fair to offer a Sacrifice that ſhould coſt him 
nothing. So Araunah remitted himſelf to David, who gave 
him fifty Shekels of Silver for the Floor ; offer'd Sacrifices, 
and Burnt-Offerings, and Peace-Offerings likewiſe upon it, 
After this Solemnity, David was reinſtated in God's Grace 
and Favour. This was the Place that Abraham brought his 


Son l/aac to, when he ſhould have been offer'd-up himſelf 


for a Sacrifice, if a Ram had not been preſented in his Stead, 
when the Knife was ready for the Execution. But we have 
ſpoken of this in another Place. 

When David found that his Prayers were granted, and 
his Sacrifice accepted, he reſolv'd to call the whole Place by 
the Name of The Peoples Altar, or The Iſraelites Altar: 
and to build a Temple there, which Purpoſe of his was af- 


ter ward ratify'd by God himſelf, who ſoon afterJent his Pro- 


phet to him with a Prediction, that his Succeſſor ſhould there 
build a Temple. David employ'd People upon this, to take 
an account how many Strangers he had in his Donunions, 
which were reckon'd to amount to about one Hundred and 


eighty Thouſand Perſons. Out of theſe he choſe eighty 


Thouſand to work in Stone: The reſt to be employ'd in 
carrying all Sorts of Materials ; out of which he appointed 
thirty five Thouſand to overſee the Workmen. There was 
gotten, together a mighty Maſs of Iren and Braſs ; a prodi- 
gious Quantity of Cedar, which he had from Tyre and Sidon; 


the largeſt and faireſt Trees that were to be got. David 


would be telling his familiar Friends all this while, that 
theſe Materials were only to lie ready for Uſe, when his Son 
ſhould have Occaſion for them ; which would ſave Time, 
and Trouble, and expedite the Work : But that as yet, his 
Son was too young and unexperienc'd, to menage ſuch a 
A . 
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David gives Solomon Orders and Inſtructious for the 
1 Building of a Temple. Adonijah ſets up for King; 
423 but lets falls his Pretence upon the People's oppoſing 
him, David's Speech, and Charge to the Heads of 
the Nation, with Advice to his Son about the Civil 


Government, 


Fl T His was the Face of Things when David call'd his Son 
{1 Solomon to him, and gave him in ſpecial Charge, that 
ſo ſoon as ever he came to the Throne, he ſhould immedi- 
ately enter upon the Building of a Temple, for the Honour 
and Worſhip of God. © I would have done it myſelf, ſays he, 
e but being frequently in War, and conſequently a Man of 
& Blood, I was forbidden by an expreſs Command from 
* Heaven, and the Work reſerved byProvidence for my young- 
& eſt Son ;” who, according to the Prediction, was to be call'd 
Solomon, who ſhould be a Prince of Peace; of whom it was 
foretold, that God would take him with a paternal Affection 
into his own Care, and that the whole People of //-ae! 
ſhould be happy under his Adminiſtration ; and enjoy, not 
only a Peace (the greateſt of all temporal Bleſſings) with 
Foreigners, but live free from any civil or inteſtine Diviſi- 
ons among themſelves. © Now, /ays David, ſince you are 
« deſign'd to be a King, even before you were born, do 
& your Endeavour to behave yourſelf as a Man otherwiſe 
% worthy of that Providence. Govern yourſelf according 
& to the Meaſures of Piety, Juſtice, and true Fortitude + 
% Pay a Reverence to the Precepts, Laws and Traditions 
& of Moſes : Obſerve them religiouſly yourſelf, and do not 
c ſuffer any Violation of them in others. As for the Tem- 
«& ple that God hath-appointed to be built in your Reign, 
© be ſure to attend it as you ought to do, and let not the 
e Difficulty of the Work diſcourage you; for it ſhall be my 
& Care to have all the Materials in Readineſs for you to be- 
1 & gin withal, upon your firſt Entrance into the Government. 
| ih & T have made a Proviſion of ten Thouſand Talents of Gold; 
1 & one Hundred Thouſand of Silver; Braſs and Iron to a 
& Quantity not to be imagin'd, beſide Timber and Stone in 
& a vaſt Abundance. You ſhall have alſo many Thouſands - 
Hof Carpenters, and Maſons, and the Means of Supplying 
OE ef N — 
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ce yourſelf with what you want. Attend your Bus'neſs with 
& Care and Diſpatch ; for upon the Finiſhing of this Un- 
-< dertaking, you may aſſure yourſelf of the perpetual Fa- 
« your, and Protection of Almighty God.” 
After this, he recommended it to the Princes of the Peo- 
ple to aſſiſt his Son in this Fabrick ; and without being ſol- 
licitous upon any other Account, to attend the Bus'neſs of 
Religion in the firſt Place ; for that alone would be ſuffici- 
ent to ſecure the Peace and Welfare of the Common-wealth, 
which are the never-failing Rewards of Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtice. He appointed alſo that, upon the Finiſhing of the 
Temple, the Ark ſhould be placed in it, with all the holy 
. Veſſels and Utenſils thereunto belonging, which he told 
them ſhould have been there depoſited long ſince ; if their 
Forefathers had minded the Injunction God laid upon them, 
of raiſing a Temple to him immediately upon their coming 
into the Land of Promiſe. Theſe Counſels and Exhortations 
of David were addreſs'd indifferently, both to his Son, and 
to the Princes, | 
* David was now but ſeventy Years of Age, and yet ſo 

worn-out, and ſpent with the Infirmities of Old Age; and 
his Blood ſo chill'd, that all the Coverings and Blankets they 
could throw over him would hardly keep Life and Soul to- 
gether : So that a Council of Phyſicians was call'd upon it; 
who gave their Opinion, one and all, that the beſt Thing 
in the World for a Man under thoſe Decays, was a fair, 
young Bed-fellow ; for the Warmth being gentle and kind- 
ly, would relieve Nature. without Force. They found-out 
upon this, a delicate ſweet Creature there in the Town, 
that came up to the Nicety of the Preſcription, and put 
her to Bed to him. Her Name was Abi/hag, and her Bus- 
meſs only to lie by him, hug him, and comfort him; 
. which ſhe might ſafely and innocently do, the King being 
now paſt the Temptations of all irregular Diſpoſitions : But 
- this Virgin, we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak further here- 
after, | 
David had a fourth Son, whoſe Name was Adonijah ; 
born to him by Haggith, and the next after Abſalom. As 
to his Beauty, Stature, and the Graciouſneſs of his Perſon 
nay, and in his Ambition too, he was not much unlike +: 
elder Brother. This Adonijah, Abſalom being dead, pur: 
up a Claim to the Government, as the next in Succeſſion : 
* 1 ſetting 
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ſetting al! his Friends at Work, by Intereſt and Popularity, 
to aſſiſt him toward the Gaining of his Point. He puts him- 
ſelf into a pompuous Equipage of Chariots, Horſes, Guards, 
and the like ; while the good Man his Father innocently 
lets him go on, without the leaſt Check, or Caution; nay, 
or ſo much as a Queſtion of Curioſity, what all this Splen- 
dour and Parade tended to. His chief Complices were 7eab 
the General, and the High-Prieſt Abiathar; but Zadock the 
High-Prieſt, and the Prophet Nathan, Benaiah the Captain 
of the Guards, Shimei the King's Friend, and the Genera- 
lity of the Sword-Men, were all for David. 
= Adonijah prepared a mighty Treat in the Suburbs of Jeru- 
ſalem ncar the Fountain in the King's Gardens, To this 
Entertainment, he invited all his Brothers, ſave only Solo- 
mon; and there was Jab alſo, and Hbiathar; and the Chiefs 
of the Tribe of Judah. But for Zadoch, Nathan, and Benaiah, 
and others of that Intereſt, there was not a Man of them 
ſent to. The Prophet Nathan took notice of this, and told 
the Story of it to Bath-fheba, the Mother of Solomon. Look 
% ye, ſays he, here's Adonijah kinging of it already, and Da- 
vid knows nothing of what's done : Wherefore let it be 
* your Care, as well for your Son's Sake, as for your own, 
«& to look after this Affair. Go you to David, ſays the Pro- 
* phet, and when you have him alone, mind him of his 
„ Oath, that Solomon ſhould reign after him; and yet here's 
« Adomjah (you may tell him) as good as upon the Throne 
& already. While you are diſcourſing this Matter with the 
« King, I may come into the Chamber to you, and ſecond 
« your Information.” Bath-fheba follow'd the Prophet's Ad- 
vice, and went in to the King, where ſhe made her Reve- 
rence ; and after Leave given her to deliver ſomewhat ſhe 
had to ſay, ſhe gave David an Account of the Affair in the 
very Words the Prophet had put into her Mouth: * Telling 
« him the Circumſtances of Adonijab's Entertainment; whom 
« he invited, and whom he left out: Adding withal, that 
ce the People were in a Suſpence what to do till he ſhould 
« declare his Succeſſor, and that her own Life and her Sons 
< were both at ſtake upon the Hue.” While this Diſcourſe 
was a-foot, the Servants brought David Word, that the Pro- 
het Nathan was at the Door to wait upon him. He was 
immediately call'd in, and upon the very Inſtant of entring 
the Preſence, he a{k*'d David, in ſome Confuſion, © Whether 
& or no-he had that Day transferr'd his Government to Ado- 
“ nijah, and declared him his Succeſſor ; for he has made, 
| * fays 
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„ ſays he, a mighty Feaſt yonder; invited ſuch and ſuch 
be to't; left out ſuch and ſuch others; and there are they 
« eating, drinking, and making merry, with Healths and 
& Acclamations to the Honour of their new King Adonizah: 
« But for myſelf, Zadock the High-Prieſt, and Benaiah the 
« Captain of the Guards ; we are all Strangers to the Mat- 
c ter, Now it would be well, , he, to let the World 
& underſtand, whether this be done with your Privity and 
% Approbation, or not.” Bath-ſheba withdrew when the 
Prophet came in, and was now by the King's Order call'd 
for back again. She was accordingly brought to David, and 
he ſpake to her after this Manner. Well! ſays he to 
6 Bath-ſheba, The Thing that I have ſworn formerly, I 
« do now ſwear over again, in the Preſence of the Great 
* God. Your Son Solomon ſhall reign after me, and fit up- 
«© on my Throne; and you ſhall ſee it done this very Day.” 
Upon which Declaration and Aſſurance, ſhe ſubmiſſively 
took her Leave, wiſhing the King a long Life. 

David, upon this Reſolution, ſent for Zadeck and Benaiah, 

and bad them take the Prophet Nathan, and the Royal 
Guards along with them; Mount $9/omen upon the King's 
Mule, and carry him out of the City to the Fountain that 

is called Gihon, there to anoint him with holy Oil, and pro- 
claim him Xing. This Office being aſſigned to the High- 
Prieſt, and the Prophet, Command was further given, that 
they ſhould conduct him thorough the Heart of the City, 
with Trumpets ſounding before him, and Multitudes of 
Troops following with Shouts and Rejoicings, crying, [Long 
live King Solomon :] To the End, that the whole Nation 
might take notice of it, that his Father had declared him 
his Succeſſor. David, for a Concluſion, gave Solomon in 
Charge to be ſure to govern, not only the Tribe of Judah, 
but the whole Nation of the Hebrews, according to the 
ſtricteſt Rules and Meaſures of Piety and Juſtice. 

Benaiah, after this, with an affectionate Ejaculation for 
God's Bleſſing upon Solomon, and the whole Proceeding, went 
inſtantly away with the reſt of the Company, according to 

their Order, and about their Bus'neſs. They mounted So- 
lomon upon the King's Mule; conducted him out of the City 
to the Fountain; anointed him with Hey Cil, and then 
brought him back again, attended with Acclamations, and 
the unanimous Wiſhes of a long and a happy Reign. 
They brought him afterward to the Palace, and placed him 
upon his Father's Throne. This Solemnity being over, _ 
5 People 
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People gave up themſelves to Jollity, and Feaſting, Muſick, | to 
Dancing, and all other chearful Diverſions, to ſuch a De. % 
gree of Tranſport and Shouting, that Heaven and Earth rang or 
of it. The Clamour of this extravagant Joy coming to the an- 
Ears of Adonijah and his Gueſts, did not a little ſurpriſe ſen 
them; Joab himſelf declaring, that the Noiſe he heard of thy 
Shouts and Trumpets, did not at all pleaſe him. In one Car 
Word, they forſook their Meat upon it; and as they lay 1 4] 
thoughtful, and muſing what ſhould be the Matter, in comes 7 
running to them Jonathan the Son of Abiathar the High- tio 
Prieſt, whom Adonijah was very glad to ſee, upon a miſta- of 
ken Opinion that he brought good News with him. So Jo- no 
nathan gave them the whole Relation of the King's Orders, I M. 
and the Proceeding concerning Solomon; which they had VE 
no ſooner heard, but every Man flipt away from the Ban- T1 
quet to his owrr Home. Only Adonijah being conſcious to wu 
himſelf of an Indignity too great to be forgiven, he fled for bath 
Sanctuary to the Horns of the Altar, and there begg'd for att 
Pardon. When Solomon came to underſtand how it was acc 
with 4donijah ; and that he inſiſted upon ſome Security to be M 
given him for an Indemnity and Oblivion, Solomon with as 
much Prudence as Clemency, granted him a Pardon for Ar 
what was paſt ; but with a Precaution, to have a Care how I C 
he behav'd himſelf for the Future; for if he ſhould ever be Ye 
found in any ſuch Practice again for the Time to come, his * 
Deſtruction ſhould lie at his own Door. So Solomon order'd fy 
him to be brought to him from his Place of Refuge, and _ 
when he had paid his Duty and Reverence to the new King, ha 


he bad him go to his own Houſe again in Peace, and to be- of 

have himſelf thenceforward like a good Man, which it was ſee 

highly his own Intereſt to do. | mT 74 

& 4 It was David's Intention to have Solomon declared, and as; 
(1 recognized the King of the whole Nation of 1/ael - In Or- he 
= der to which End, he ſummon'd all the Princes to Jeruſa- Pi 
ll lem, together with the Prieſts, and Levites ; and he found up- * 
UN on the Roll thirty eight Thouſand Men among them, that wY 
{| were above thirty Years of Age ; out of which Number there fo 
1 were twenty three Thouſand to attend the Building of the $4 
1 Temple : Judges and their Clerks {ix Thouſand; four Thou- - 
; ſand Porters belonging to the Houſe of God, and as many 7 
Singers, and Muſicians, or Players upon Inſtruments; of *. 
| which we have ſaid ſomewhat already. Theſe he divided 1 
into Families; and upon ſeparating the Prieſts from the reſt - 

of the Tribe, he found four and twenty of them: That is * 
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to ſay, ſixteen deſcended from Eleazar, and eight from J. 
thamar : Appointing every Family to officiate eight Days, 
or from Sabbaoth to Sabbaoth, and fo to do Duty one after 
another. The Lots of the whole were all caſt into the Pre- 
ſence of David, and of the High-Prieſts, Zadock and Abia- 
thar, together with the Heads of the Tribes. The Lot that 
came out firſt being enter'd upon the Roll [The firſt Fami- 
ly] and ſo the ſecond, and the third, &c. to the four and 
twentieth, in Order as it happen'd, which Way of Diſtribu- 
tion continues in Uſe to this Day. He divided the Tribe 
of Levi alſo into twenty four Parts, to ſucceed one after a- 
nother, according to the Chance of the Lot, in the fame 
Manner with the Prieſts. But the Preference was {till gi- 
ven to the Poſterity of Moſes ; to whom was committed the 
Truſt and Cuſtody of the holy Treaſure, and the Bounties 
and Donations of Princes and Royal Benefactors. He like- 
wiſe order'd the whole Tribe of Levi, and the Prie/ts, to 
attend the Service of God, Day and Night, in their Turns, 
according to the primitive Preſcription and Inſtitution of 
Moſes. | | 
In the next Place he made a Diſtribution of the whole 
Army into twelve Diviſions, with their Commanders in 
Chief, Tribunes, Centurions, and their Subordinates. E- 
very Diviſion to conſiſt of twenty four Thouſand Men, and 
each of thoſe Diviſions to do a Month's Duty in their re- 
ſpective Courſes, upon the Guard of Solomon's Palace, to- 
gether with their Tribunes, and Centurions : Every Part to 
have its diſtinct Officer, or Judge; and he to be a Perſon 
of a try'd Integrity and Juſtice. He appointed alſo Over- 
ſeers of the King's Income, Vineyards, Lands, Huſbandry, 
Flocks, and Herds, &c. whom it would be needleſs to name 
in this Place. When David had order'd Matters as above, 
he call'd a General Aſſembly of the Hebrew Magiſtrates, the 
Princes of the Tribes, the Officers of the Army, and the 
Menagers of the Revenue; and then raiſing himſelf upon 
an Eminence, ſpake to the People from his Throne to the 
following Effect. | f 
«« I am now to give you to underſtand, ſays he, my Coun- 
ce trymen and Brethren, that I have had it a long Time in 
«© my Thought to erect a Temple to the Lord, and I treaſur'd- 
« upa mighty Maſs of Gold, and a Hundred Thouſand Ta- 
« Jents of Silver toward the Charge of the Undertaking ; but 
de it hath pleaſed God in his Providence, by the Mouth of the 
Prophet Nathan to put a ſtop to my DeSign ; upon this 
"Ln | | Conſide- 
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« Conſideration, that he would not have the Foundation 
c of his holy Houſe laid dy Hands that had been dipt in 
« Blood, which mine have inevitably been, though in the 


c Blood of your Enemies, by reaſon of the Wars I have been | 


« forced upon, in the righteous and neceſſary Defence and 
« Vindication of your Liberties. But the Prophet told me 
de further, that God would tranſmit the Care of it to my Son 
ce and Succeſſor, both to begin, and finiſh the Work. You 
« know very well, /ays David, that our Father 7acob had 
Twelve Sons; and that Judah was yet choſen by common 
« Conſent to be Ruler» of all the reſt. You know likewiſe 
de that I myſelf, though there were ſix Brothers of us, was 
advanced by God to the Government, and that none of 
ce the reſt thought themſelves injur'd ; wherefore I muſt now 
require in like Manner of you, and of all my Sons, that 
“ you ſubmit chearfully, and dutifully, to my Son Solomon; 
and that you do it without any Grumbling, Faction, or 
« civil Diſſention ; for it is from God's immediate Com- 
c mand and Commiſſion that he derives his Authority. Make 
it the Caſe now, that God ſhould have ſet a Strang over 
you, how great a Folly and Wickedneſs would it have been 
ce for you to murmur at it: But how thankful ought you 
© now to be for the Choice of ſo near a Relation, when you 
« yourſelves are Partakers of the Honour that is done to 
« your Brother. There is nothing I ſo much long for, as to 
< ſce God's gracious Promiſes take a ſpeedy Effect; and the 
« whole People, without any more dclay, put into a ful! 
« and laſting Poſſeſſion of the Bleſſings they are to enjoy 
c under the Reign of Solomon. All this, my dear Son, will 
& be made good, /ays David, and every Thing ſucceed to your 
« Wiſh, fo long as you govern according to Piety and Juſtice, 
e with a reſpect to your Duty both to God and Man, up- 
holding a Reverence to the Laws, and treading in the Steps 
« of your Forefathers : But whenever you paſs theſe Bounds, 
_ © there is nothing but Miſery and Ruin to be expected.“ 
Upon the Finiſhing of this Diſcourſe and Charge, David 
gave his Son, in the Sight of all his People, a Draught of the 
Form, and Model of the Temple, from Top to Bottom ; the 
Foundation, and the Superſtructure; the Height, and Breadth 
of the Fabrick ; their private Cells, their Number, and Di- 
menſions; what Veſſels of Gold and Silver were to be pro- 
vided, with Directions for their preciſe Weight: David preſ- 
* ſing his Son alſo, with all Diligence and Application, to 
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« oo in hand with the Building, calling in the Princes, and 


« the Tribe of Levi to his Aſſiſtance; not only in regard of 


his Youth, and want of Experience, but out of a Reve- 


| © rence alſo to his Divine Commiſſion, which both entitled 


«© him to the Government, and likewiſe authoriz'd, and pre- 
& determin'd him to his Province. And, ſays Davzd, it will 
* not be a Work of any great Difhculty neither; for the 
«© Materials are provided to your Hand: So many Talents of 
Gold; more of Silver; Stone, and Timber; Carpenters, 
* Stone-cutters, and other Workmen ; a great Treaſure in 
% Emeralds, and other precious Stones over and above: Be- 
© ſide a further Supply of three Thouſand Talents of the 
«© pureſt Gold out of my own Store, for the Adorning of 
* the holy Place, and the Chariot of God, and the Cheru- 
* bims that are to cover the Ark.” 

This Speech of David's was entertain'd with great Chear- 
fulneſs, both by Princes, Prieſts, and Levites, who were all 
zcalous for the forwarding of the Work, every one in his 
Proportion. They offer'd, among them, to bring in five 
Thouſand Talents of Gold, a Hundred Thouſand of Silver, 
ten Thouſand Shekels, and a Maſs of Iron not to be ima- 
gin'd, They that had precious Stones brought them into the 
Treaſury, where they were depoſited in the Cuſtody of one 
Jalus, of the Race of Moſes, The People were infinitely 
pleas'd upon the whole Matter, and David above all the reſt, 
to ſee ſo unanimous an Agreement in a common Satisfaction, 
at the Frankneſs, and good Faith of the whole Proceeding ; 
Bleſſing God all the while with a loud Voice, in the Stile of 
© The Father, and Creator of Heaven and Earth; The Go- 
«© yernour and Protector of the Hebrews, and the bleſſed 
Fountain of Happineſs to the People committed to his 
© Charge ;” concluding his Devotions with a fervent Pray- 
er for the Comfort and Happineſs of the Nation ; and with 
particular Wiſhes of Peace of Conſcience, and the Bleſſing 
of an unſpotted Innocence and Integrity, to his Son. He 
called then upon the People to join with him in their Thanks 
to Almighty God for all his Mercies, who feli upon their Fa- 
ces and worſhipped ; and coming after this, to David, made 
their Acknowledgments for all the Benefits and Advantages 
they had enjoy'd under his Reign. The Day following was 
a great Day of Sacrifices; a Thouſand Calves, a Thouſand 
Rams, and a Thouſand Lambs, for a Burnt- Offering, and 
afterward, ſeveral Victims more for Peace-Offerings. It was 
a Day, in fine, dedicated to Feaſting and Jollity, — 
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King and People. Solomon was now a ſecond Time anoint. 
ed, and declared, and owned by the People, for their Law. 
ful King; and Zadoch, by the Voice of the whole Multitude, 
deſigned for their High-Prieſt. Solomon was now conducted 
to the Palace, and placed upon his Father's Throne; from 
which Day forward, the People paid him their true Alle. 
giance. | 


CHAP XL £ 


David's Ia Charge, Prayer, and Farewel to his Son 
| Solomon. His Death and Buridl. 


+ Dev was now ſinking apace, under the double Weight, 

of Age, and Sickneſs; and finding himſelf near his at 
End, he called for his Son Solomon to give him his Counſel], 9 
and his Bleſſing, and ſo take his laſt Leave of him. © Son, 


« ſays he, 1 am now going to my Fathers; and you that I bo 
« leave behind mie, are in due Time to come to me: Which 6 
« is no more then the paying of a common Debt to Nature, * 
« There's no returning from the Grave; and when we are F: 
« once gone, we have done with this World for ever: Where- 75 
*« fore, while I am yet among the Living, and before it be 6 
« too late, pray let me mind you of the ſame Things once + 
ic again, that I have ſo often inculcated over and over to di 
© yon heretofore : Govern your Subjects according to Juſtice, * 
« Worſhip that God, from whom you have receiv'd your C0 
“ Dignity as well as your Being, as you are bound to do: of 
« Obſerve his Precepts, and keep his Laws, as they have th 
c been handed down to you from Moſes; and have a Care _ 
c that you never forſake them, either for Fear, Flattery, or af 
cc any other Paſſion or Intereſt whatſoever :. For otherwiſe, as 
« you can never pretend to hope for the Bleſſings of God's Pi 
« Favour and Providence: But if you behave yourſelf with 7 
« Reverence and Submiſhon towards God, as you ought to do, T 
and as I wiſh you may do, your Kingdom will be eſta- w 
e bliſh'd to yourſelf, and the Succeſſion of it continu'd to 25 
« your Family, from Generation to Generation. th 
Let me now mind you of the Iniquity of Jab, in the be 

« Afſafſinate of Abner the Son of Ner, and of Amaſa the Son pe 
| bs &« of Bo 
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« of Ithra; two great Captains, and worthy good Men; 
« and all this purely out of a malicious Spite and Envy. 
« You may do by him as you think fit. The Truth of it is, 
« | had puniſh'd him myſelf, but that he was ſo popular, 
« durſt not meddle with him. As for the Sons of Barzillaz 
« the Gileadite, I muſt deſire you for my Sake to be very kind 
4 to them, and to do them all the good Offices you can: 
“ Not as an Obligation, but in Requital of the generous 
« Friendſhips I received from their Father in the Time of my 
* Baniſhment ; which I reckon as a Debt incumbent upon 
our whole Family. For the Son of Gera, Shimei the Benja- 
«© mite, that hunted me with ſuch Bitterneſs of Curſing and 
« Reviling in the Days of my Perſecution, at Baburim; and 
« afterward meeting me at the River Jordan, obtain'd my 
% Pardon for it, you may take ſome warrantable Occaſion 
* to reckon yet with him for that Afﬀront.” 

So ſoon as David had finiſh'd this Diſcourſe to his Son 
about his Government, the Requiting of his Friends, and the 
Puniſhing of his Enemies, he gave up the Ghoſt ; in the Se- 
ventieth Year of his Age, after he had reign'd ſeven Years 
and ſix Months over the Tribe of Judah at Hebron; and thir- 
ty three Years more over all acl, at eruſalem. He was a 
Man of wonderful Goodneſs, and endued with all the Royal 
Excellencies that might qualifie a Prince for the Diſcharge of 
ſo great a Truſt. He was valiant, no Man more; and him- 
felf Perſonally in the Head of all Dangers, for the Protecti- 
on, and Defence of his People. He did more with his Sol- 
diers by his Example, then by any Imperiouſneſs of Com- 
mand, He was a judicious Prince in the Choice of his 
Counſels ; of a ſingular Preſence of Mind, to make the beſt 
of what he had before him; and of as ſharp a Foreſight for 
the improving of all Advantages, and the obviating of Difh- 
culties to come, To all this, he was temperate and ſober; 
affable to all ; tender toward People in Diſtreſs ; righteous, 
and humane; which are all Princely Virtues. He was a 
Prince, in ſhort, that never made an ill Uſe of his Power, 
ſaving only in the Caſe of the Wife of Uriah. He left a 
Treaſure to his Succeſſor greater then ever any other Prince 
whatſoever left before him: And he was bury'd at Zeru/a- 
lem, with a Solemnity of Royal Pomp and Magnificence, 
that was glorious to the higheſt Degree : And over and a- 
bove the Splendour of the Ceremony, his Son Solomon de- 
poſited in his Monument an ineſtimable Treaſure, which a a 
Body may give ſome tolerable Gueſs at from that which I 
have further to ſay. = 
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A matter of thirteen Hundred Years after this Revoluti- 
on, Hyrcanus the High-Prieſt was beſieged in Feruſalem, by 
Antiochus, firnamed The Pious, and the Son of Demetrius. 
They came tp a Treaty, and Antiochus offer'd for a certain 
Sum of Monty, to raiſe the Siege, and draw off his Army. 
Hyrcanus had no way to raiſe it, but by the opening of Da- 
vid's Monument, and thence he took three Thouſand Ta- 
lents ; out of which he paid Antiochus the Sum agreed upon 
for a Compoſition, and ſo ſet the Town at Liberty, as we 
have ſhew'd elſewhere. It was King Herod's Fortune, ma- 
ny Years after this, to diſcover another Cell of hidden Trea- 
fure, which he took away, to a prodigious Value, but nei- 
_ thef® of them were come yet to the ſecret Place where the 
| King's Aſhes lay; That Privacy being ſo artificially contriv'd, 
= and fo far under-ground, that there was hardly any coming 
= at it; but here's as much ſaid already as needs, upon this 
= Point. 5 | 
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CHAP. I. 


Solomon comes to the Throne with an univerſal Joy; 


only Adonijah tampers underhand with Bath-ſheba, 


Solomon cauſes Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei, to be 


put to Death ; and depaſes Abiathar from the High- 
Prieſt. hood. 5 


E have treated in the laſt foregoing Book, of the 
Life and Character of David ; his Piety, and his 
Converſation; the great Services, and the many 


good Offices he render'd to his Country; the terrible Wars 


and Combats that he under went, with the Hiſtory of his Vi- 


ctories and Succeſſes; and we have brought him to his End 


at laſt, ſull of Years, and Honour, to ſleep with his Fathers. 
Solomon, his Son and Succeſſor, came Young to the Govern- 


ment; but by the over-ruling Will and Appointment of- 


God however, and not without the ſolemn and declaratory 
Conſent and Approbation alſo of his Father. When he was 


once advanced to the Throne, the People came all running 
in to him, as is uſual upon ſuch Changes, with congratulato- 
ry Acclamations, and multiply'd Wiſhes of long Life, and a 


happy Reign, | 
5 1 Only 
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Only Adonijah, who had formerly made an Attempt up- 
on the Government in the Life-time of his Father, apply'd 
himſelf in a fawning Way of Addreſs to Batb-ſheba, the King's 
Mother. She received him with great Courteſy, and with large 
Aſſurances of her Aſliſtance, if there were any thing in her 
Power that ſhe could ſerve him in. Upon this Encouragement 
he came preſently to his Point, Great Princeſs, (ſays he) 1 
ſhall not need to tell you, that if I were diſpos'd to be trouble- 
ſome upon this Turn of Government, the Right of Priority, and 
the Good. will of the People would be on my Side. But (ſays he) 
ſince it has pleaſed God to devolve it upon your Son Solomon, 1 
am the King's moſt humble Servant, and ſhall very well content 
myſelf within the Bounds of my preſent Condition. I have only 
on? Boon to beg of you; which is, that you will be pleas'd to uſe 
your Intereſt with your Son, on my behalf, that I may be per- 
mitted, with his good Leave, to take Abiſhag to Wife. She lay by 
David's Side only to keep him warm in his extreme Decay of 
Heat, and undoubtedly he left her as good a Virgin as he found 
her. Bath-ſheba promis'd him the uttermoſt of what ſhe could 
do in the Matter, and encourag'dhim to hope well of the Iſſue; 
for Solomon, ſhe doubted not, would molt readily agree to gra- 
tify theJoint-requell of his Brother and his Mother, in a greater 
Matter than this appear'd to be. This was a Word of Com- 
fort to Adonijab, and lo away went Bath-ſheba, directly to her 
Son, upon this Errand. Solomon went out to meet his Mother; 
and receiving her in his Arms, conducted her to his Bed-Cham- 
ber, where he plac'd her on his Right-hand upon a Chair of 
State next to his own. Bath-ſheba was no ſooner ſeated, but 
ſhe enter'd preſently upon her Bus'neſs. Son, ſays ſhe, I have 
an humble, Suit to you, and it would go to the very Heart of me 
if you ſhould refuſe it. Pray what is it ? fays Solomon, not 
without ſome Uneaſineſs at ſuch a Preface, as if there were 
any thing for her to aſk, which a dutiful Child could deny to 
his own Mother, So Solomon entreated her to go on, and to 
sere bon his Readineſs to comply with her in any thing 
he could 
queſt then, that you will give Abiſbag in Marriage to your Bro- 
ther Adonijab. The King ſtarted up at that Propoſal, in a 
Surprize, and difmiſs'd his Mother. No no, ſays Solomon, 
Adonijah has afther Freak in his Head beſide the Marrying 
of Abilhagg hy does he not ſpeak Plain rather, and put in his 
Claim to the Kingdom. as elder Brother; which he might e- 
very jot as honeſtly do, and as good Cheap. Firſt, he deſires 
Abiſhag in Marriage; and then he has fortify'd himſelf with 
great Friends and Intereſts to back his Pretenſions ; as Joab, : = 
5 5 Genera 


o. Well Sen! ſays Bath-ſheba, I make it my Re- 
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General for one: Abiathar the High-Prieſt, for another, and 
the like. Solomon at this rate deliberating and computing up- 
on the preſent State of Things, ſent Benaiah, the Captain of 
his Guards, forthwith to make away his Brother; and then 
calling for Abiathar, the High-Prieſt, he told him, that though 

e had deſerv'd to die, yet in regard of the Services he had 
done his Father, and of the Hand he had in bringing back 
the Ark, his Puniſhment ſhould be this. Go your ways (ſays 
he) immediately from this Place, and let my Eyes never ſee you 
more. Get you gone to your own Home ; take up your Habitati- 
on in the Country, and there continue till the Day of your Death. 
You have been falſe to me in joining with Adonijah, and for 

. that Fault, this is your Sentence. You have made yourſelf un- 
worthy of the Honour of the Prieſthood, and from this Time 
forward you ſhall exerciſe the Function no more. 

This was the Cauſe of Tranſlating the Sacerdotal Dignity 
from the Houſe of Ithamar (as God had foretold to Eli, the 
Grandfather of Abiathar) into the Family of Phine has, to Za- 
dock. During the Continuance of the Pontificate in the Houſe 
of Ithamar, reckoning from Eli, the firſt that executed that 
Office, there were of the Family of Phinehas, that led pri- 
vate Lives, Boccias, the Son of 7:/eph ; Jonathan, of Boccias ; 0 
Maræoth, of Jonathan; Aropha, of Maræœoth; Achitob, of Aro- ̃ 

| pha; and Zadogh, the Son of Achitob, who was the firſt High- 
Prieſt that was erected under David. | 

When Joab heard of the Death of Adonijah, being conſci- 
ous to himſelf of a Conſpiracy with him againſt his Maſter, 
and that he himſelf deferv'd to die every jot as well as his 
Principal, he took up a very reaſonable Apprehenſion that 
his own Turn would be next, and ſo fled for Sanctuary to F 
the Altar ; not doubting but that the Veneration the King 2 
had for God, and for holy Things, would be a Protection to A 
him. When Solomon, came to underſtand that Foab had taken 

Sanctuary he ſent Benaiab to cite him to a Court of Juſtice 
to anſwer for what he had done; but Jab would not be got 
out of the Chapel, declaring, that if periſh he muſt, he would 
rather die there then in another Place. Benaiah gave the King 
an Account of 7oab's Behaviour, in what he both ſaid and 
did ; who preſently order'd him to cut off his Head where he 
was, as a juſt Puniſhment upon him for the deteſtable Mur- 
ders of Abner and Amaſa, againſt all the Meaſures of Ho- 
nour, Humanity, and Juſtice : But the King gave it in Charge 
to Benaiah, to ſez his Body bury'd, for a Memorial to Poſte- 
rity of ſo execrable a Wickedneſs, and likewiſe to acquit 
both himſelf and his Father, of any Rigour in the Death of 
' | K k 2 Joab. 
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Joab. Benaiah, upon the Execution of this Commiſſion, was 
made General in Foab's Place; and upon the Remove of Abi- 
athar the High-Prieſt, the King aſſigned Zadoch to ſucceed 
him. . 1 | 
Solomon, at the ſame time, appointed Shime? to build him- 
ſelf a Houſe at. Jeruſalem, and not to ſtir out of it, or paſs 
the River Kedron, upon the Peril of his Life: Neither was 
this Menace ſufficient, without an Cath, over and above, to 
perform what he had promis'd. Shimei ſeem'd very well ſa- 
tisfy'd with the Conditions, and gave his Oath for the Obſer- 
vance of them. Hereupon, he quitted his own Country, and 
went his way, and dwelt at 7eruſalem. It happen'd a mat- 
ter of three Years after this, that two of SHimei's Servants 
ran away from him ; and the Maſter hearing that they were 
at Cath, made a Step over to fetch them back again. Upon 
his Return with his Servants, the King it ſeems got Notice 
of it, and took the double Contempt ſo heinoully, firſt of the 
Command, and then of the Oath, that he call'd ShHimei to a fe- 
vere Account for the Miſdemeanour. Didſi not thou ſwear to 
me, ſays Solomon, That. thou wouldſt never ſtir out of this 
Town into any other, to the Day of thy Death? And tike a 
falſe Wretch, as thou art, thou haſt now broken that ſacred 
Cath, and for that Perjury thou ſhalt die. "Take this far thy 
Inſtruction too, that Divine Vengeance, ſatner or later, finds 
out the Delinquent ; and that Forbearance is ſo far from an Ac- 
quittal, that it enflames the Reckoning. The Hand of God is 
in this Fudgment upon thee, not only for thy late Perjury, but 
for thy Sins of ancient Date I mean thy Ribaldry and Inſo- 
lences againſt my dear Father of bleſſed Memory, in the Depth 
of his Diſtreſſes. Think of it, ſays Solomon, for God is jult : 
and ſo Benaiah put Shimei to Death by the King's Order. 
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Solomon marries the Daughter of the Kino of 
and repairs the Walls 3 70 ig 4725 — 2 
with the Gift” of Wiſdom. The Names of his great 
Oficers. « He builds a Temple ; places the Ark in it; 
erects a flately Palace ; fortifies Jeruſalem; ſubdues 
the Candanites. His prodigious Fealth, The Love of 
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Women brings him to Idolatry, Adad ſtirs-up a 
edition againſt him. Jeroboam foretold that Ten 
Jribes of the Twelve ſhall fall, under his Allegt- 


his Throne eſtabliſh'd,; the Minds of the People ſettled, 
and his Government conſequently made eaſy to him. In 
this Interval of a profound Peace, both at Home and Abroad, 
he took to Wife the Daughter of the King of Xgypt ; fell to 
Work upon rebuilding the Walls of Feruſalem, which he 
made much larger, and ſtronger then they were before, and 
ſo apply'd himſelf to the Office of his publick Adminiſtrati- 
on. He was very young, tis true; but Want of Years was 
never any Hindrance, or Excuſe to him in the Doing of Juſtice, 
or in the Execution of the Laws, or in the paying of a reli- 
gious Reverence to the Authority and Doctrine of his dying 
Father's Precepts : For, in'one Word, ſuch was the Preg- 
nancy, even of his early Youth, that he rul'd, and menag'd 
every thing with a Judgment that might have become the 
Gravity of a moſt conſummated Experience. 
Now finding himſelf in this State of Quiet and Freedom, 
he thought he could not do better then to addreſs himſelf to 
God by Prayer and Sacrifice in Acknowledgment of theſe 
Mercies : And upon that Motion, he went to Hebron, where 
he offer'd upon Meſes's Brazen Altar, long-ince eretteg there, 
a Thouſand Victims for a Burnt-Offering. This Piety and 
Zeal was ſo acceptable to God, that the very Night follow- 
ing he appear'd unto him in a Dream; and to ſhew him that 
the Services of his Heart and Good-will ſhould not go unre- 
Warded, he bad him aſk what he would, and it ſhonld be 
granted him. Solomon pitch'd upon the greateſt, and the moſt 
valuable Thing he could think of, and that, which he con- 
cluded would be moſt agreeable to the Liking of the Giver, 
and at the ſame time.moſt advantageous to the Receiver. It 
was not Silver, nor Gold, nor any of thoſe vulgar Satisfacti- 
ons, that Young Men, and the miſtaken Part of the World 
commonly ſet their Hearts upon, as the only Things worth 
aſking: This, I ſay, was not Solomon's Wiſh'; But Lord, ſays 
he, Grant mea right Apprehenſion of Matters, and a ſound Judg- 
.ment, that may enable me to govern this People according toTruth 
and Fuſtice, This Choice of Solomon's was ſo acceptable to 
God, that he not only promis'd him what he deſir'd, but 
Be” - TOE 4 ... Riches 
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Riches, and Glory, over and above: And in the firſt Place, 
ſuch a Degree of Underſtanding, and of practical Wiſdom, 
as no Man, either publick or private, could ever pretend to 
before him ; with a further Promiſe that, upon Condition of 
his continuing juſt to the World, obedient in all Things to 
God, and treading in the Steps, and imitating the eminent 
Virtues of his Father, the Government ſhould remain in his 
Family for many Ages. Upon theſe Words, Solomon awak'd, 


: leap'd out of his Bed, worſhip'd, and gave Thanks, and ſo re- 


turned to Jeruſalem, where he ſacrificed to God before the 
Tabernacle, and feaſted all his People. | 

About this Time there was a difficult Caſe brought before 
him, which I ſhall give the Reader a particular Account of, 


partly for the Nicety of it, and partly for the Uſe it may be 


of to others, in exciting the like Induſtry of Search and Scru- 


tiny, upon the like Occaſion, There came to the King two 


common mercenary Proſtitutes, for Juſtice The Plantiff told 


her Tale firſt, and it was to this Effect. This Woman, ſays the, 


and Iliv'd both in a Lodging, and it was our Fortune to be de- 
liver'd each of us of a Male- Child on the ſame Day and Hour. 
Within a matter of three Days, this Woman baving overlaid her 
own Child. and ſmother'd it, took mine ſoftly gut of my Arms as I 
was aſleep, and laid her's in the Place of it. Early next Morn- 
ing, when I was thinking to ſuckle my own poor Infant, the Child 
was not to be found, but a dead one laid in the Place ; for I know 


my ownChild by moſt infallible Marks. I have preſs d her for 


my Child; but ſhe keeps it from me, and bears me down that it is 
her Child ſtill, and I have no Witneſs to prove the Contrary. Now 


Sir, ſays the Woman, / kumbly beſeech your Majeſty to ſee Right 
done betwixt us. Well! ſays the King to the other Woman, 


and what have you now to ſay for yourſelf ? She laid no ſuch 
Child there, ſhe ſaid, but the living Child was her own, and ſo 


ſtood upon her Juſtification. People were all in the Dark what 
Judgment to make of it, for want of competent Proofs ; till 


Solomon bethought himſelf of this Expedient. He order'd 
the two "Children, one living, and the other dead, to be 
bronght, and one of his Gaurds to take his Sword, and cut 


them both in Halves, juſt in the Middle, and fo divide them 
betwixt the two pretended Mothers, half of the one, and 
half of the other to either of them. This was look'd upon 


to be a kind of a Childiſh Sentence at firſt; but one of the 


Women crying-out earneſtly, and begging that her Compa- 
nion might rather have the Child, and paſs for the Mother of 


it, provided only that the Life of it might be ſpar'd; and ſhe 
herſelf have the Comfort of ſeeing it yet amongſt the Living. 


This 
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A his was all ſhe had to aſk, ſhe faid : The other Woman all 
this while quietly ſubmitting to the Judgment, and not 
without ſome ſeeming Satisfaction at the Calamity of her 
* Neighbour; a cruel, certainly, and a hard- hearted Pleaſure! 
0 The King, in fine, adjudg'd the Child to the right Woman, 
upon the Evidence of her Tenderneſs, and natural Affecti- 
1 on; highly condemning the Wickedneſs of the other, that, 
x after ſhe had kill'd her own Child, did what ſhe could to de- 
ſtroy that of her Friend's too. This was ſo ſignal an In- 
ſtance of the King's Wiſdom, Sagacity and Conduct, that 
from that Day forward, the People honour'd, and obey'd 
him, as a Prince that acted by the Guidance and Direction 
of a Divine Impulſe. 

He had his Governours and great Officers in all his Pro- 
vinces. There was Uri the Son of Hur in the Tribe of E- 
phraim, including Bethlehem, The Son of Aminadab, Son- 
in-Law to Solomon, had the Command of Dora, and the 
Sea-Coaſt. The great Plain was under Baana, the Son of 
Achil, and ſo as far as to the River of Jordan. The Son of 
Geber had the Government of the Gileadites, and the Gau- 
lonites, as far as Mount Libanus within which Command 
there were ſixty large and well fortify'd Cities. Ahinadab 
that marry'd Baſima, another of Solomon's Daughters, had 
the Government of all Gallilee up to Sydon. Under Baanah, 

was the Government of the Sea-Goaſt about Aſber. Fehoſa- 
phat commanded the Mountains Ittabyr, and Carmel, and 
all the Lower-Gallilee, to the further Side of Jordan. The 
whole Country of the Benjamites was under the Govern- 
ment of (a) Shimei : And the Land beyond Jordan was un- 
der (b) Tabar. Theſe were Solomon's Governours, and he 
had one Liutenant General to ſuperintend them all. 

So ſoon as the People found themſelves ſettled ina State of 

Peace and Plenty, and out of Fear of any Diſtractions by 
War or Tumult, they gave themſelves up to Huſbandry, and 
Emprovements, and in a ſhort Time advanc'd their Fortunes 
and Poſſeſſions (the Tribe of Judah eſpecially) to a Miracle. 
The King had likewiſe other Officers, beſide thoſe before- 
mentioned, over the Syrians, and other barbarous Nations, 
between Ægypt and Euphrates, to whom he committed the 
Care of his Receipts ; thoſe People being his Tributaries. The 
daily Proportion of Proviſions that theſe People furniſh'd 
every Day for the King's own Table and Entertainment, was 
thirty Meaſures of fine Flour, threeſcore Meaſures of Meal; 
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ten fat Oxen ; twenty Oxen out of the Paſtures, and a Hun- 
dred fat Lambs, beſide Deer, Birds, Fiſhes, and other con- 


Number of Chariots, that there were forty Thouſand Stalls 
rovided for the Horſes that belonged to them, over and a- 

0 | — © twelve Thouſand Horſemen that were of his Guards ; 
4 the one Half being quarter'd in 7eru/alem, near his Perſon, 
| | and the other Half diſtributed into Out- Villages near the City. 
0 And the ſame Officer that was Commiſſionary for the Ex- 
pence of the King's Table, was appointed alſo to provide 
q Neceſſaries for the King's Horſe, which Way ſoever he mov'd. 
The Wiſdom, in fine, and Knowledge of Solomon, being a 
Divine Infuſion, was ſo far beyond the Philoſophy and Un- 
derſtanding of the Ancients, that the Ægyptians themſelves, 
though reputed the wiſeſt of Men, fell infinitely ſhort of him: 
And ſo did the great Men of his Age among the Hebrews, 
how highly ſoever celebrated and eiteem'd y As for Example, 
there was Athan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Dodan, the 
Sons of Hemahon. This wonderful Prince compos'd fifteen 
Hundred Books of Odes, and Poems ; three Thouſand Books 
of Parables, and Similes. He wrote the Hiſtory of Plants, 
from the Cedar to the Hyſſep; and fo of Cattle, and Beaſts of 
the Earth; Water-Fowl, and the Birds of the Air : For he 
underſtood the Nature of all theſe Creatures; ſtudy'd, and 
philoſophiz'd upon it, and upon their reſpective Proprieties 
and Diſpoſitions. And he did not only know, and under- 
ſtand ; (by a Gift from above) but likewiſe improve his 
Knowledge and Underſtanding of theſe Things, for the Help 
and Benefit of Mankind, even to the Confuſion of the Devils 
themſelves; for he compos'd Charms and Incantations, for 
Cure of Diſeaſes, and left behind him Forms of Conjuration, in 
Writing, ſo effectual againſt evil Spirits, that they fly before 
them, without ever daring to return; which Way of Remedy 
is much in Requeſt with our People to this Day. 7 /aw one 
(c) Eleazar, a Countryman of mine, dipoſſeſſing of People in the 
Preſence of Veſ] paſian, and his Sons, Officers, and Soldiers; and 
his Way was this ; he apply'd a Ring to the Noſtrils of the Per- 
ſon poſſeſt, with a Piece of aRoot convey'd under the Seal of it, be- 
ing a Secret of Solomon's. The Demoniack did but ſmell to't, 
and the Devil was drawn qut by the Noſe, The Spirit threw the 
Man down; but Eleazar adgjur'd it never to trouble him any more, 
making frequent Mention of Solomon's Name in the Time of the 
Operation, angreciting Charms andIncantations of his Inventien. 
En | : 32 Fler, 
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tingent Curioſities of the Chace. He had fo prodigious a | 


Eleazar, after this, was willing to ſhew the Company a Maſter- 
piece: So he ſet a Cup, or a Baſin of Water, at a little Diſtance 
from a Man that was poſſejs'd, and adjur'd the Devil to over- 
turn this Baſin at his leaving the Man, as a Token to the 
Company that he had quitted him. This being done, no Body 
doubted of the admirable Knowledge and Wiſdom of Solomon. 
I have thought fit to inſert this Narration, for the Honour 
of this King's wonderful Talent, and to ſhew how much he 
was in God's Favour, and how eminent in all Manner of 
Excellencies. IE 

Upon the Death of David, and the Succeſſion of So/omen to 
the Throne, Hiram the King of Tyre, that ever had a great 
Affection for the Father, ſent a Gratulatory Embaſſy to the 
Son, upon the News of his Acceſſion to the Government, ex- 
preſſing great Joy to ſee it continu'd in the Family. Upon 
the Return of theſe Embaſſadors, Solomon laid hold of the 

Occaſion, and wrote a Letter to Hiram in theſe Terms, 


King Solomon to King Hiram, Greeting. 


Be it known unto thee, O King, that my Father David had 
it a long Time in his Mind and Purpoſe ts erect a Temple to 
i he Lord, but being perpetually in War, in his Days, and un- 
der a Neceſſity of clearing his Hands of his Enemies, and ma- 
king them all his Tributaries, before he could attend this great, 
and holy Work ; he hath left it to me in a Time of Peace, both 
to begin and to finiſh it : according to the Direction, as well 
as the Prediction, of Almighty God, Bleſſed be his great 
Name for the preſent Tranquility of my Dominions ! agd by 
his gracious Aſſiſtance, I ſhall now dedicate the beſt Emprove- 
ments of this Liberty and Leiſure to his Honour and Worſhip. 
IVherefore I make it my Requeſt, that ycu will let ſome of your 
own People go along with ſome Servants of mine to Mount Li- 

banus, 7o af/i/? them in cutting down Materials toward this 
Building; for the Sydonians underſtand it much better then 


we do. As for the Workmen's Reward, or Wages, whatever 


you think reaſonable ſhall be punctually paid them. 
Hiram was wonderfully pleas'd with this Letter of Solo- 
mon's, and return'd him this Anſwer, | | 


King Hiram to King Solomon. 


Nothing could havebeen morewelcome to me, then to underſtand 
that the Government of your bleſſed Father is devolved by God's 
Providence into the Hands of fo excellent, /o wiſe, and ſo virtuous 
a Succeſſor : His Holy Name be praiſed for it. That which you 
write far, ſhall be done with all Care and Good-Will. For 1 will 

3 | give 
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| Book VIII. 
ive Order, to cut down, and to export ſuch Quantities of the 
faireſt Cedars and Cypreſs-Trees, as you ſhall have Occaſion 
fer. My People ſhall bring them to the Sea: ſide for you, and from 
thence Ship them away to what Port you pleaſe, where they may 
lie ready for your own Men to tranſport them to Jeruſalem. 
It would be a great Obligation, after all this, to allow us ſuch 
a Proviſion of Corn in Exchange, as may ſtand with your Con- 
venience: for that is the Commodity we Iſlanders want mo/?. 
The Duplicates of theſe Letters are extant to this Day, 
both in our own, and in the Tyrian Records; and they that 
have a mind to be better ſatisfy'd in the Truth of this, let 
them only conſult the Keepers of theſe Regiſters, and they 
mall find the Matter of Fact in thoſe Papers to be juſt as we 
deliver it. I write this to acquit myſelf to the Reader, by 
Way of Precaution, that I do not intermix any Inventions 
of my own, or Things curious, or but barely probable, for 
the Ornament of the Relation; but that I am willing to put 
every Thing that I deliver, to the Streſs of the uttermoſt 


Scrutiny ; and in Truth, there can be no prevaricating in a 


Subject of this Quality without extreme Impiety, and Scan- 
dal: and I ſhall not take it ill to be blaſted for the worſt of 
Falſaries, if there ſhall be any thing found in my Papers 
that will not abide the uttermoſt Teſt. | 

Upon the Receipt of Hiram's Letter, Salomon was wonder- 
fully pleas'd with the Frankneſs, and Humanity of the Pro- 
cceding ; ſo that in Return for his Goodneſs and Reſpect, 


he order'd him a yearly Preſent of two Thouſand Meaſures 


of Wheat, and likewife of two Thouſand Veſſels of Oil, and 
as many of Wine, of ſeventy two Quarts a-piece. This was 
the firſt Earneſt of a Friendſhip betwixtytheſe two Kings; 
and it went-on encreaſing to the laſt, every Day firmer, and 
greater then other. | _ 
The King order'd his People to provide him thirty Thou- 
ſand Work-men, which he diſpos'd of in ſuch eaſy Ways, 
and Methods of Diſtribution, that their Labour ſhould not 
be grievous to them, The Number of them was thrice ten 
Thouſand ;+and their Poſt was to do Duty for one Month 
by ten Thouſand at a Time, in cutting down Wood upon 
Mount-Libanus, and to be reliev'd at the Month's End by 
the ſecond ten Thouſand ; and the ſecond, after another 
Month, by the third: So that they had two Months Liberty 
to be at their 'own Homes; and ſo thus in a Circle, every 
fourth Month, each teh Thouſand to take their Turn over 


again. Their Inſpector General, or Superintendent, was 
elide theſe, there were ſeventy Thouſand Fo- 
e J reigners, 
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reigners, formerly deſigned by David, for the carrying of 
Stones, and other Materials : Eighty Thouſand Stone-Cat- 
ters and Maſons ; and thirty two Thouſand Overſeers of 
the Work. Their Order was to make uſe of the largeſt 
Stones they could get for the Foundation, and to have thera 
ſquar'd and ready wrought upon the Mountains where they 
grew, and thence to be carry'd whole to Jeruſalem. In 
which Injunction, Hiram's Men were concern'd as well as a- 
ny of the reſt, 

Solomon was now in the fourth Year of his Reign, when 
he began this mighty Work ; and of that Year, the ſecond 
Month, which the Macedonians call Artemiſius ; and the 
Hebrews, Far : five Hundred ninety two Years from the / 
raelites coming out of Xgypt: A Thouſand and twenty 
Years from Abraham's coming out of Meſopotamia into the 
Land of Canaan ; fourteen Hundred and forty from the De- 
luge; and from the Creation of the World, three Thouſand 
one Hundred and two. It was alſo in the eleventh Year of 
Hiram, the King of Tyre ; and two Hundred Year after the 
Building of that City. 

The Foundation was laid prodigiouſſy deep; and the Stones 
not only of the largeſt Size, but hard. and firm enough to 
endure all Weathers; and Proof againſt the Worm: Beſide, 
that they were ſo mortiſſed one into another, and wedg'd 
into the Rock, that the Strength and Curioſity of the Baſis was 
not leſs admirable then the Bulk and Ornament of the in- 
tended Superſtructure; and the one every way anſwerable 
to the Beauty and Magniffcencc of the other. The Walls 
were all of a white Stone from the Ground to the Cieling. 
The Height of the Building was ſixty Cubits; the Length as 
much ; and the Breadth, twenty ; over which there was a- 
nother Stage of the ſme Dimenſions : So that the whole 
Height of the Building, from Bottom to Top, was a Hundred 

and twenty Cubits, and it look'd toward the Eaſt. The 
Porch, or Court next the Entrance, was twenty Cubits in 
Length, to anſwer the Temple. Ten in Breadth, and a 
Hundred and twenty Cubits in Height. There was built 
round about it, and againſt the outward Walls, like ſo ma- 
ny Buttreſſes, to ſupport it, thirty Cells, or little Houſes in 
the Form of Galleries, opening one into another, The Length 
and Breadth of theſe Cells was five Cubits each ; and the 
Height, twenty; and there were two other Floors over this, 
of the ſame Make, and Proportions ; amounting all toge- 
ther to the juſt Height of the lower Part of the Fabrick, 
which we have been ſpeaking of; for theſe Cells or Galleries, 
| 2 went 
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went no higher then the Top of the firſt Story. They were 
all ciel'd with Cedar, and every Partition had it's Covering 
apart, independent one of another; but they were all cou- 
pled and faſten'd together, by long and large Beams, in ſuch 
a Faſhion, that they look'd but like one Piece, and as if the 
very Walls were the ſtronger for them. Under theſe Beams 
were ſeveral curious Varieties of Carving, Fret- work, Guild- 
ing, Cc. the Walls all Wainſcotted with Cedar, and ſo il- 
luſtrated with Works in Gold, that the dazzling Splendour 
made every thing abont it look glorious. The whole Frame, 
in fine, was rais'd upon. Stones, poliſh'd to the higheſt De- 
gree of Perfection; and ſo artificially put together, that 
there was no Joint to be diſcerned, nor the leaſt Sign of a 
Haramer, or of any Working Tool that had ever come up- 
on it : All Things being ſo adjuſted and accommodated, one 
Piece to another beforehand, that upon the whole Matter it 
Jook'd liker the Work of Providence, and Nature, then the 
Product of Art, or humane Invention. 
Nou in regard that the ſecond Story had not a large Door 
to it at the Eaſt-End of it, as the lower had; but only ſome 
ſmall Doors to go-in at, from the Sides above; Solomon con- 
triv'd a Pair of Winding-Stairs to be cut-out through the 
Thickneſs of the Wall, for a Paſſage to the Upper-part. The 
Inſide of the Temple was all lin'd with Cedar ; and the 
Cramping of the Timbers together with ſtrong Irons, was a 
great Strength, and Security to the Building. The King cau- 
fed it to be laid in tuo Diviſions; that is to ſay, the Inner- 
part, br Holy of Holies, of twenty Cubits Square, which was 
inacceſſible; and the other of forty Cubits, which was aſſign- 
ed to the Uſe and Service of the Prieſt. In the Partition-Wall, 
betwixt the inner and the outward Part of the Temple, he 
built lange Cedar-Doors, which were richly gilt, and delicate- 
ly carved ; beſide Choice-Curiofities of Fancy and Hiſtory, 
embroider'd upon a hanging Veil before it, of rich Silks 
and fine TLinnen, interwoven with beautiful Flowers; ſome 
Purple, ſome Scarlet, and the Colours all in Perfection. 
Solomon cauſed allo to be made two Chrubims of maſſy Gold, 
which he dedicated to God in the Holy Place; both of a Size; 
being each of tbem five Cubits high, and two Wings, 
each of them gf five Cubits Length; which being ſtretched 
out, one tousſſed the South - ſide, and the other the North; 
and with their other wo Wings, they met one another, 
over-ſpreading the Holy Ark, in the Middle. It is not for 
any Man to deſcribe, or ſo much as to imagine a Deſcripti- 
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3 N 5 . was 


Fo 


Yo 
5 1 Re SO 5 
„ 
PO. Mo. * * 14 be > 
F 5 » - 5 


1 3 ; ; N e 8 
He was an eminent Architect, over and above. His Mother 


on, an //raelite, He ſent for this Man to Tyre, and employ'd 
him in his Buſineſs; and whereſoever Solomon had any thing 
to do that was difficult, or curious, Hiram was the Doer ot 
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was overlaid with beaten-Gold; the Doors very large, and 
proportion'd to the Height of the Walls, twenty Cubits 
broad, and ſtill Gold upon Gold. To ſpeak all in a Word, 
it was Gold all over, and nothing wanting, either within 
or without, that might contribute to the Glory and Magni- 
ficence of the Work. There was a curious Curtain, or Hang- 
ing, put up at this Gate, as at the other; but none at the 
Entrance into the Porch. 

Solomon had heard of a famous Man in Tyre for working 
in Gold, Silver, and other Metals: His Name was Hiram. 


was of the Tribe of Naphtali; and his Father, by Extracti- 


it. He caſt him two brazen hollow Pillars of Four-fingers- 
thick in the Metal, eighteen Cubits-high, and twelve in Cir- 
cumference : Two Chapiters of Braſs on the Tops of the 
two Pillars, five Cubits each. Theſe were cover'd with a 
kind of Braſs Net-work; and below them, were Flowers, 
or Lilly-work of the ſame Contrivance, with two Rows of 
Pomgranates hanging down, a Hundred in each Row. Theſe 
two Pillars he placed in the Entrance of the Porch ; one on 
the Right-hand, which he called Sachin ; and the other on. 
the Left, which he called Bcaz. | : 

He made a Veſſel alſo of Molten Braſs; ſomewhat after 
the Figure of a Globe cut-off in the Middle; which for the 
Largeneſs of it he call'd his Sea. It was made Goblet-Fa- 
ſhion; the Diameter ten Cubits from fide to ſide, Four-fin- 
gers-thick, with a twiſted Pillar of one Cubit over, under 
the Middle of it for a Supporter. Around this Pillar were 
placed the Figures of twelve Bulls, or Oxen ; facing, by 
three and three, the four principal Quarters of Eaſt, IWe/?, 
North and South, They ſtood in. a Poſition lower behind 
then before; which was both an eaſing to the Weight, and 
kept it firm and ſteady. This Sea, or Veſſel, held three 
Foy Baths, reckoning every Bath at about ten Engliſh 

1 7 n ̃ | 

Hiram made alſo ten Baſes of Braſs of an oblong Square, 
and all of the ſame Form and Dimenſions : That is to fay, 
five Cubits in Length each of them, four in Breadth, and 
ſix in Height. The ſeveral Pieces were caſt apart, and then 
put together after this Manner. There were four Pillars, or 
Underſetters; one to the Corner of every Baſe,” Which were 
{fo incorporated wich the reſt of the Work, that they ſerved 
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not only to uphold the Weight, but to keep the Sides tight 
one to another. Upon the Squares, were the Figures of a 
Lion, a Bull, an Eagle, &c. and the like Images alſo upon 
the Pillars, and upon the Plates of the Borders. The whole 
Work was mounted upon four Wheels, a Cubit and a half 
over, all of Caſt- Work; Nave, Spokes, and every Thing that 
belonged to it; and it was a wonderful Thing to ſee how 
true, and accurately every Inch of it was wrought. The 
Angles were made good with Emboſſed Work, of Shoulders, 
Hands, Paws of Lions, Talons of Eagles; with Reſts, or 
Ledges of Rail upon them to receive the Laver ; but ſo ar- 
tificially fitted to the rer of thoſe Creatures, as they were 
there repreſented upon The Pannels, together with Branches 
of Palm-Trees intermixed upon the ſame Piece, that every 
Thing look'd as natural as if it had been to the Life. 
This was the Structure of the fen Baſes; and to theſe Baſes 
he made ten Lavers of the ſame Metal, gad of a roundiſh 
conchous Form, each containing forty Baths ; the Height, 
four Cubits, and the Diameter as much. Theſe ten Lavers 
were ſet upon as many Baſes, which in their Language they 
called Mechenoth. They were all placed in the Temple : Five 
of them on the Left-hand, at the North-/ide; and the other 
five, at the South-/ide, on the Right, looking toward the Eaſt. 
In the ſame Place ſtood likewiſe the Brau- Sea. They were 
all fill'd with Water: The Sea for the Uſe of the Prieſts to 
waſh their Eands and Feet with, upon Entring the Sanctua- 
ry, before they wenf-up to the Altar; and the reſt of the 
of the Inwards, and other Parts of the 


Lavers for Cleanſing 
Burnt- Offerings. | 5 

He erected moreover a Brazen Altarwwf twenty Cubits in 
Length, as many over, and ten in Depth, for the Service of 
the Holscauſts ; providing all the Veſſels thereunto belonging, 
of the ame Stuff; as Boilers, Water-Pots, Fleſh-Hooks, exc. 
He dedicated alſo a World of Tables, and one of Pure Sol 
for the Shew-Bread, larger then the reſt. But there were 7 
great many others yet of ſeveral Makes and Sizes, not much 
inferiour tc that for the Shew-Bread, and ſuſficient to hold 
twenty Thouſand Golden Cups and Veſſels, and twice the 

Number gf Silver ones. He made a Proviſion likewiſe of 
_- twelve Thouſand Cand/e/?icks, according to the Apointment 
of Moſes; and one of them to be apply'd by a peculiar De- 

© dication to the Service of the Temple, and there to be kept 

with Lights in them burning Day and Night, after the Di- 

rection of the Law. The Table for the Shew-Bread was 
placed on the North. ſide, over againſt the "ws which 
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ſtood on the South. Betwixt theſe two was the Golden Altar, 
This was all in the Fore-part of the Temple of forty Cubits, 
and a Partition-Veil betwixt that and the Holy of Holes, 
where the Ark of the Covenant was to be kept. 

The King cauſed to be made likewiſe, fourſcore Thouſand 
IWine-Cups ; and ten Thouſand Golden Veſſels, and Goblets 
of other Sorts and Faſhions, and twice as many Silver ones. 
Plates and Diſhes of Gold to fteep the Flour in, upon the 
Altar eighty Thouſand ; and of Silver, double the Number. 
Golden Meaſures; ſuch as the Moſaical Hin, and Aſſeron 
twenty Thouſand ; and as many more of Silver. Golden 
Cenſers for Incenſe twenty Thouſand, and fifty Thouſand 
other Cenſers to carry Fire from the great Altar to the little 
one within the Temple. | 

This mighty Prince made a Proviſion alſo of a Thouſand 
Prieſts-Habits; as Robes, Ephods, Suits of Precious Stones, &c. 
only there was but one Crown with Moſes's Inſcription of 
God upon it, which is yet to be ſeen to this very Day. There 
were alſo Silken Veſts, and Purple Girdles for the Prieſts : 
Ten Thouſand of each; two Hundred Thouſand Trumpets, 
according to the Inſtitution of Moſes, and as many S:/hen- 
Stoles for the Levites that chanted the holy Hymns: Beſide 
four Hundred Thouſand Muſical Inſtruments; as Harps, 

Pſalteries, and thedlike, which were made of a mixt Metal 
betwixt Gold and Silver, to accompany the Voices. 

There was nothing wanting, in fine, of Induſtry, Magni- 
ficence, or Expence toward the Advancings of this glorious 
Work, that might either expreſs the Zeal of the Foynder 

himſelf for the Honour of God, or ſtir-yp the like AﬀeCtions 
in others. When the Preparatory Part was over, the Church- 
ſtuff was depoſited in the holy Treaſury, and ſet apart for 
religious Uſes, The Temple itſelf was fenced with an En- 
cloſure of three Foot in Height (in Hebrew, Giſon) to keep 
gut the Laiety from Entring into a Place where only the 
Prieſts were to be admitted. Beyond this Partition, was a- 
nother Square-Court, or Building, with large Portics's or 
Galleries about it, and four ſtately Gates, that open'd Fast, 
Weſt, North and South: The Doors all plated and inlaid 
with Gold. This Place was common to all People, provi- 
ded they came thither with that Purity of Preparation, and 
legal Qualification, which the Law required. | 

The Erecting of this outward Building was fo ſtupendious 
an Undertaking, that no Tongue can expreſs. the Difficul- 
ties of Raiſing it; and a Man would have much ado to be- 
 lieve his own very Eyes that ſaw it: Such Hollows, ſuch 
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Depths to be fill'd up, as a Body could hardly have look'd 
upon, or but ſo much as fancy'd, without turning his Brain: 
Four Hundred Cubits to be brought up to a Level with the 
Top of the Mountain ; only to make rhe Work regular, and 
the Ground even. This Port was encompaſs'd again with 
a kind of double Cloiſter, and two Rows of Pillars; to ſup- 
port it ; every Pillar being cut whole out of the Rock. The 
Doors were all Silver-Work : The Roof Fret- Work, and 
the Wainſcotting all of Cedar. 

This admirable Structure was but ſeven Years in Hand, 
and it is hard to fay, conſidering the Magnitude, the Curiofi- 
ty, the Expence, and thg Ornament, on the one hand; and 
the Diſpatch of it on tfFEother ; whettifr was the more w 
derful of the two. For it was effectually the Bus'neſs 
many Ages drawn into the Compaſs of a very few Years. + 

This mighty Undertaking being now brought to perfection, 
Solomon wrote to all the Elders of Vrael, anꝗ the Heads of the 
Tribes to ſummon the People up to Zeruſalem to ſee the Tem- 

ple, and to aſſiſt in Tranſporting thither the 4rk of the Co- 
venant. The Reſolution was duly notify'd, and in the ſe- 
venth Month, which we call Thuri, and the Macedonians Hy- 
perberetœus, with much ado they got together. In this Month 
was the Feaſt If Tabernacles, which among the Hebrews was 
accounted the molt ſacred and ſolemn offthett Feſtivais : 80 
the Prieſts took up«he Ark, and Moſes's abernacle, with the 
holy Veſſ | d them all in- 
to the Templ, 
1. 
1 


a 
the Bregth they drew, as Ea then a celeſtial Influence : 
Inferring from that agreeable Alteration, that God hun 
nad deſcended from Heaven tgfronſecrate the Temple that w. 
newly built, and dedicated toHimſelf, and therein to take 
up his Abode: For though the whole Congregation came 
= — * finging, and d- ing all the Wayzto the Temple, they went, 
pon freſh, and 1earfully to their Journey's End. This was 
the Mannerfof their Tranſ porting the Ark. | . 
When theytrere now*come to the Holy of Holies where it 
WDouaas to be de olited;. the People withdrew, and the Prieſis 
only that brought it: carry'd it in to the Oracle, and there 
placed it under the Figure of the two Cherubims, that were, 
keprefented with the Points of their Wings e 
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another; which look'd like a kind of Cover, and Protection 
to tlie Ar, that was juſt under them. There was nothing 
more in it then the two Stone- Tables with the Ten Command- 
ments engraven upon tbem, as God deliver'd them upon 
Mount Sinai. The Candleſtick, Table, and Golden Altar, ſtood 
in the ſame Order now in the Sanctuary, as they did at firſt 
in the Tabernacle, when they offer'd their daily Sacrifices. 
The Brazen Altar was placed directly againſt the Door, for 
the better View of the Magnificence of the Worſhip on the 
other Side: And then for the reſt of the Holy Utenſils and 
8 Veſſels, they were all laid up together in the Temple. 
= ._The Ar4 being noe diſpos'd of into his proper Place, with 
a2 bDecency and Reverence, and the Prieſts withdrawn, there 
7 deſcended a Cloud, which ſo filld and darken'd the Place, 
that ghey could hardly ſee one another thorough it: Not like 
an if 4 big with foul Weather; but on- 


ry Winter's 
ly ſuch a temperafe, breathing Diffuſion, as by the Benig- 
nity of the Appearanggs and Operation, was look'd upon to 
be rather a Token of God's ſpecial Approbation, and Accep- 
tance of the Work they were upon, and of his coming down 
to dwell among them in that Temple as in his own Houle, 
then the Effect of any natural Cauſe, 1 
While the Peoples Heads were working upon this Thought, 
Nomon ſtood tip; and with a Grace and Majeſty becoming the 
Dignity of the Subject, and Occaſion, addreſſing himſelf in 
a ſhort PitFer to Almighty Ggd in Words to this Effect; 
„Lord! (/s he) Thou that inhabiteſt Eternity, and. haſt 
“ raiſed out of Nothing the mighty Fabrick of this Univerſe ; 
* the Heavens; the Air; the Earth, and the Sea: Thou that 
*<Fillelt the whole, andevery Thing that is in it; and art 
* thyſelf unbounded, and incomprehenſible, look down 
© graciouſly upon thy Servants that have preſumed to ere& 
«a Temple here to the Honour of thy Great Name. Lord! 
goat our Prayers, and receive our Sadffifices: Thou that 
art every where, vouchſafe alſo to be with us; Thou that 
e ſeeſt and heaveſt all Things, look down fro thy Throne 
in Heaven, and give eat to our Supplications in this Place. 
+© Thou that never faileſt to aſſiſt thoſe that il upon thee I 
Night and Day, and love and ſerve thee as they ought ts 
* do, have Mercy upon us.” 6: EE. 
Upon the Finiſhing of this Prayer, Solomon made a Diſl> © 
courſe to the People upon the Subject of God's Power and 
Providence: Telling them, what wonderful 18 had deen 
tre vealed to bis Father David, in Dreams and Vons; 
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'F Aſter the ſpeaking of theſe Words, the King turn'd his Eye 
. again toward the Temple; and with his Hand advanced, 
3 & Lord ! /ays he, What are the moſt glorious Works of 
\ | & Man, in Ballance, even with the ſmalleſt of thy Bengkit 
% and Mercies ? Or what can we that have nothing to . 
& pretend to do for thee, that wanteſt nothing? When the 
& very leaſt of thy Bounties are above, and beyond all Re- 
* quital ? We can only render thee Praiſe, Acknowledg- 
% ment, and Thankſgiving ; and that indeed is a Preroga- 
& tive Faculty, that thou haſt vouchſafed to Mankind above 
ce all other Creatures: So that this I am not only allow'd, 
© but obliged to do, in the Name of myſelf, and my Fami- 
& ly, and the whole People of ael, for all thy multi- 
ce ply'd Favours, and infinite Goodneſs toward us. Now ha- 
« vying no other way of expreſſing our Duty and Aﬀectians, 
* then by the Means of bare empty Words, that are only fo 
much Air drawn in, and breath'd out again Be pleaſed 
© to accept of our humble Gratitude in that humane Capa- 
ce city; Firſt, for thy gracious Goodneſs to my dear Father, 
c in raiſing him from a Shepherd's Crook to an imperial 
& Sceptre : And in the ſecond Ps for making good to thy 
“ Servant Solomon all thy Promiſes, and Predictions in his 
% Favour. Lord! continue thy Bounties to us, as to thy 
e choſen People; preſerve, proſper, and perpetuate the Go- 
© yernment to ou Family, by a conſtant Train of Succeſſi- 
© ons from Generation to Generation, according to thy Pr 
“ miſes to ty Father, living and dying. Lord! Grant us 
& all this; and to all mine, the Virtues and the Graces that 
© may make them acceptable in thy Sight. I do further 
% moſt humbly be ſeech thee, to let thy Holy Spirit deſcend 
% upon this Temple, in the Bleſſing of thy peculiar Preſence. 
« Heaven and Earth I know are too little for thy Majeſty and 
Glory; and much more, the Workmanſhip of Mens Hands, 
in a Fabrick of Wood and Stone: And yet I cannot but 
ce preſume to implore thy Providence, and Protection over it: 
« Lord! preſerve it from the Power and Rage of Enemies; 
6 and be pleaſed to take care of it, as of thy own Propriety 
PEI | | „ an 
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cc and Poſſeſſion. And if at any Time hereafter thou ſhalt 
ce be mov'd in thy juſt Diſpleaſure to puniſh this People for 
ce their Tranſgreſſions, with Famine, Peſtilence, or any other 
« Judgment whatſoever, anſwerable to the Degree of the 
ce Wickedneſs: Lord! be pleaſed upon their humble Sup- 
& plications to thee in thine own Houſe, with Prayers and 
&« Tears, for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, to accept of their true | 
% Repentance, and to remove thy Judgments. This, I be- k 
cc ſeech thee, not for the Hebrews alone; but for the Relief 
„e indifferently of all People whatſoever, that ſhall offer up 
& their Petitions to . in this thy Holy Place. By this Means 
t will appear to the whole Wor'ld, that this is thy Houſe, 
band we thy People: And that the Hebrews are not ſo in- 
1 15 e as to envy Strangers the common Diſpenſations - | 
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3 *© ofthejAnthor and Fountain of all our Happineſs.” 
| 1 With theſe Words, Solomon caſt himſelf upon the Ground, 
3 and after a little Pauſezin that Act and Poſture of Adoration, 
he roſe and offer'd Sacrifices in Abundance ; having the Sa- 
tisſaction alſo of an Aſſurance, by a Token effectually from 
God, that his Oblations were accepted ; for there fell a Flaſh 
of Fire from above, that ſhot through the Air directly down 
to the Altar, and conſum'd the Offerings. This Prodigy be- 
ih ſeen by the whole Multitude, they all look'd upon it as 
a certain Sign of God's owning, both the Worſhip, and the 
Temple; Which put them inte ſuch an Extaſie of Joy, that 
they all fell down together, and join'd in the Adoration. 
Solomon went-on upon the Point of Praiſes and Thankſ- 
rings, perſuading and encouraging the Multitude to do the 
ike, in the Contenplatiil of ſo clear an Evidence of God's 
ſpecial Favour toward them. The King charged the People 
to be inſtant with God in Prayer, for the Continuance of his 
Goodneſs and Graces to them, that they might live in Holi- 
25 and Righteouſneſs, without any Sp6r or Blemiſh, and 
walk in the Steps, and according to the Divine Traditions 
of Msſes, to their Live's End: This being the ſure and the 
only Way to render the Hebrews the happieſt People of all 
- Mortals. He minded them alſo, that their Felicity was no 
way to be ſecured, and augmented, but by the Means by 
which it was acquir'd ; as being not only the Effect, but 
the Reward of Piety and Juſtice. He told them further, 
that it was much eaſier to get what they wanted, then to 
keep what they had got; and bad them have a Care, not 
to forfeit by any Miſdemeanour, what they had gain'd by 
their Virtue, : Fo R | 
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The King made an End of ſpeaking here, and difchar = 


the Aſſembly ; having firſt offer*d-up in Sacrifices for himſelf 2 


and his People, twelve Thouſand Calves, and a hundred and 
twenty Thouſand Lambs. This was the firſt Blood that was 


ſpilt in the Temple; and the /7aelites, with their Wives 


and Children, were all feaſted at it. "There was celebrated 


at the ſame time before the Temple, beſide this Solem- 


nity, the Feaſt of Tabernacles, which laſted fourteen Days, 
at the King's Expence, with great Jollity, Magnificence, and 
Splendour. 

The Noiſe and Pomp of Things was now over, and all 
imaginable Right done to the Honour and Piety of the Qe- 
caſion: So that every Man was now returning to his own 
Habitation, but not without infinite Acknowledgments of the 
King's Wiſdom, Care and Bounty in all Reſpects * ag 
ers for the long Life of Solomon, and the long Continuance 
of the People under the Blefling of his Government. They 
went back, in fine, ſinging, rejoicing, and giving Glory 
to God; with all Things ſo much to their Heart's Content, 
that betwixt Joy and good Company, the Time paſs'd away 
chearfully and eaſily, without any Senſe of Tediouſneſs, or 
Trouble in the Journey. 

* The Art being now brought into, and depoſited in the 
Temple ; the Beauty and the Magnificence of that glorious 
Structure, with all due Ceremony and Solemnity ex poſed; 
the Congregation diſperſed, and ſo went home again. God 

appeared now a ſecond Time. to Solomon, in his Sleep; 

and a Voice told him, that God had accepted his Sacrifices, 
& and heard his Prayers ; that he would preſerve his Temple, 
% and make it the Houſe of his Dwelling : That is to ſay, 
«© fo long as he himſelf, and his Poſterity and People ſhould 
7 continue to walk before him, as David his Father did, in 
© Pureneſs of Heart; promiſing him, upon that Conditio 
20 oo Te to the higheſt Degree of earthly Bliſs ; 5 


5 perpetua 


e of Fudah, to wield that Sceptre. But on the other hand, 

t if ever they fhould betray, and depart from, or forget the 
£ Worſhip they profeſs'd, and run after ſtrange Gods, they 
* ſhould be quite rooted-out from off the Face of the Earth, 
* and 7/-ael be no longer a People; but after being torn to 
pieces, and broken with Wars, and other Calamities at 


. home, be forced ey to ſhift for themſelves in the "my 
* f Fs I 4 Wor 
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e Throne of /7ael to his Family; ſo that there # 
* ſhould never want a Prince of that Line, and of the Tribe 
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« World, as Vagabonds, and Exiles.” The Voice told him 
further, © That in caſe of ſuch an Apaſtacy, his new erected 
4 Fabrick ſhould, with Divine Permiſſion, come to be {ack'd 
« and burnt by the Hands of Barbarians, and Jeruſalem it- 
de ſelf laid in Rubbiſh and Aſhes, by a mercileſs Enemy: 
4% Tnſomuch that People ſhould ſtand amazed at the very 
« Report of ſo incredible a Miſery and Diſtreſs, and be won- 
« dering one to another how it ſhould come to paſs, that a 
4% People that were but Yeſterday the Envy of all Mankind, 
« for Riches, external Glory and Reputation, ſhould now 
cc All on a ſudden be ſank and loſt to the laſt Degree of 
Wretchedneſs and Contempt; and reduced to this deſpi- 
cable State too, by the ſame Hand that raiſed them: To 
« which Queſtion their own guilty Conſciences ſhall make 
«© this Anſwer : We have forſaken our God; we have aban- 
« don'd the Religion of our Forefathers, and of our Coun- 
ce try; and all this is juſtly befallen us for our Sins.” This 
was the Subſtance of Solomon's Dream, or Viſion, as we find 
it tranfmitted to us in Holy Writ. 

* After the Finiſhing of this Temple ; which, as we have 
faid already, was ſeven Years in Hand, Solomon enter'd up- 
on the building of a Royal Palace for himſelf, which was 
füll thirteen Years more a- perfecting. He was not ſo ſolli- 
citous and intent upon the latter, as the former, which in 
Truth wag great and artificial to a Miracle; and without 
God's peculiar Bleſſing and-Afliſtance, could not have been 
compleated within that Compaſs of Years. Solomon's Court 
indeed was in Appearance much inferiour to the Majeſty of 
his Temple, not only for Want of Time to provide his Ma- 
terials ; but the one was deſign'd only for the Honour and 
Convenience of a temporal Prince, and the other dedicated 
to the King of Kings : So that the Thing was the longer a- 
doing. It was however ſufficient to anſwer the End it was 


Weſign'd for; being a Work that redouhded much to the 


Glory, both of Prince and People. But it will be worth the 
while to ſay ſomewhat more particularly of We Model, and 
Diſpoſition of this majeſtical Fabrick, for the Reader's bet- 


ter Underſtanding of the Whole, as well as for his Curioſi- 
ty and Satisfaction. : {3 


There was erected, upon ſeyeral Rows of Pillars, a fair, 


ſpacious Pile of Building, in the Nature, and after the Man- 


ner of a Common - Hall for the Hearing of Cauſes. It was a 
hundred Cubits in Length, fifty in Breadth, and the Depth 
1 2 1 thirty: 


* 1 ** 
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thirty: Nor could it well be leſs, to receive the vaſt Multi- 
rudes that came thronging thither from all Parts, for Juſtice, 
It was ſupported by ſxteen Square Columns, cover'd with Co- 
rinthian Work, in Cedar, and fortify'd with Double-Doors 
curiouſly wrought, that ſerved both for the Security, and the 
Ornament of the Place. In the Middle of this Court, or Hall, 
was another Edifice of thirty Cubits Square, and under-ſer 
with ſtrong Pillars: In which Quarter was a Throne of State, 
where the King himſelf uſed to fit Perſonally in Judgment, 
Next adjoining to this Royal Court of Zuſtice, was the Queen's 
Houſe, and other Apartments thereabouts, for Diverſion, and 
Retreat, after the Fatigue of Cares and Buſineſs: All fitted- 
up with Cedar, and raiſed upon huge Stones of ten Cubits 
Square, which were partly plain, and part over-laid with 
the molt precious Marble, after the. Faſhion of the moſtmag- 
niſicent of Palaces or Temples. The Rooms were hung with 
three Depths of rich Hangings, and beautify'd with Images, 
in Sculpture, of Trees, Plants, Branches, Leaves, &c. and all 
ſo miraculouſly wrought, that they appear'd to the Eye to be 
all in Motion. As to the Remainder of the Space up to the 
Cieling, it was all ſet-out with delicate Party-colour'd Fi- 
gures, upon a Ground of White. And then, beſide all theſe, 
there was a great Varicty of other Chambers too, for Retire- 
ment, or Delight ; long and large Galleries; vaſt Rooms of 
State, and others for Feaſting and Entertainment, ſet-out as 
rich as rich could be, with coſtly Furniture, and Gildings : 
Beſide that all the Services for the King's Table were of pure 
Gold. But it would be an endleſs Work to give a particular 4 
Survey of this mighty Maſs of Buildings: So many Courts, 
and other Contrivances; ſuch an infinite Diverſity of Cham- 
bers, and Offices, great and little: Some under-ground, 
others above ; as Vaults, Turrets, and the like. Ina Word, 
the whole Houſe was in a manner made-up from Top to 
Bottom, of white Marble, Cedar, Gold and Silver ; with 
precious Srouly here and there intermingled upon the Walls, 
or Cielings, affer the Manner of the Adorning of the Temple. 
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ceive him; and the Figure of a Bullock placed in a prog | 
Poſture under him, for his Support: The whole Piece 

ing cover'd all over with Gold. 5 

4 Theſe two magnificent Structures were twenty Years a 
Finiſhing; and it was a huge Maſs of Gold, and a greater 
of Silver; beſide a mighty Proviſion of Cedar and Cyprus, 
that Hiram the King of Tyre contributed to the perfecting of 
= the Work. And Solomon was not behind-hand with him 
neither, in his Acknowledgments and Preſents : For he 
ſent him every Year great Quantities of Corn, and Mine, and 
Oil, as a Supply, that Hiram, being an Iſlander, ſtood moſt 
in need of; as has bgen obſerv'd heretofore, He beſtow'd 


upon him moreover, twenty Cities upon the Borders of Gal- 
lilee, not far from Tyre ; which, upon View and Conſide- 
ratian, (not being much to his Liking) he fairly declin'd, 
with a reſpectful Excuſe to Solomon, that he had no Need 
of thoſe Cities. From this Refuſal, that Part of the Coun- 
try was called (a) Chabalon ; which with the Pyœnicians is 
as much as to ſay, It does not pleaſe me. 

Hiram had fo great a Veneration for the Wiſdom of Solo- 
mon, that ſtill as he found himſelf gravell'd for the Under- 
ſtanding of any Difficulty, or myſterious Queſtion, he ap- 
ply'd himſelf to this wiſe Prince for the Solution of it; who 
never fail'd of anſwering him to his Satisfaction, according 
to the true Reaſon, and Nature of the Matter in hand. The 
Hiſtorian Wands; that turn'd the Tyrian Annals out of 
the Philiſtine Tongue into Greek, makes Mention of theſe 
two Princes, as follows. © Hiram, ſays he, the Son of Abi- 
* bale, ſucceeded his Father in the Kingdom of Tyre. He 
ce liv'd three and fifty Yrs, and reign'd four and thirty. 

* He annexed a Piece of forced Ground, call'd the Great 
* Field, to the Iſland, and dedicated a Golden Pillar to Ju- 
spiter in his Temple. He cut down Materials alſo in A- 
&*© bundance upon the Mount Libanus for the Covering of 
© Holy Places; and demoliſhing ancient Temples, he Pult 
* new Ones to Hercules and 4/tarte. He ted a Statue 
* for Hercules, in the Month of Peritius : And then in an 
Expedition againſt the Eyceans, for not paying the Duty of 
© a Tribute, as they ought to have done, he overcame them, 
and went home again. In his Days, there was one A. 
demonus, a Young Man that took upon him to give Solo- 
mon, the King of Jeruſalem, a Reſolution upon all dark 
* and myſterious Queſtions that you ſhould put to him.” 
LI 4. © © Dive 
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Dius writes alſo to this Effect.“ Abibale being now dead, 
« Hiram his Son ſucceeded him; who, by filling-up void 
Places on the Eaſt- Quarter of the Town, enlarged the 
« Borders, and brought the Temple of Olympian Jupiter, 
& that before ſtood apart, and at a Diſtance, into the Com- 
« paſs of the City ; enriching and adorning it with Golden 
« Offerings to a very great Value: After which, he order'd 
« the cutting down of Cedars upon Mount Libanus for the 
4 Uſe of holy Places.” He tells further, © That Solomon, 
e the King of Feruſalem, would be often ſending Problems 

* and Riddles to Hiram, upon the Forfeiture of a great Sum 
* of Money, if he faiPd of expounding them. Thoſe dif- 
s ficult Caſes were afterward, not only unriddled by 4bge- 
& monus, a Tyrian, but new Propoſitions ſtarted by him; 
* and Solomon himſelf too incurr'd a great Forfeiture, if he 
4% did not uncypher them.” Thus far goes Dius. 

The Walls of Jeruſalem were not at this time in a Con- 
dition, either for the Defence or Reputation of ſo famous a 
City: So that Solomon repair'd, and enlarg'd them, with 
the Addition of ſuch Towers, and other Fortifications, as he 
found requiſite for the Securing of the Place. He built ſe- 
veral Cities alſo of conſiderable Note, as 4ſer, Magedon, 
and Cazara, in the Land of the Phzli/tines ; which Pharaoh 
the King of Ægypt had formerly taken by Aſſault; and 
razing it to the Ground, put every Creature in it to the 
Sword; giving it afterward to his Daughter upon the Match 
with Solomon. This City the King rebuilt, for the Strength 
of its Situation, and the Uſe it might be of to the Govern- 
ment, as well in War as Peace. He built likewiſe, not far 
from thence, Betachora and Baleth, beſide other Places of 
Fleaſure, in reſpect of the Temperature of the Climate, the 
Del:cacy of the Fruits, and the Conveniences of excellent 
Air and Water. He poſleſs'd himſelf after this, of the En- 
trance into the Deſart that lies toward Syria ; where he 
built a very Wir City, two Day's Journey from the Upper 
Syria, one from Euphrates, and ſix from Babylon. Now 
the Reaſon of Erecting a City here, atſych'a Diſtance from 
the habitable Parts of Syria, was this; that it might ſerve 
For a Watering-place, (there being ſeveral Springs and Foun- 
tains in it) to thaſe/that travell'd through that Deſart. This 
Town being built, wall'd, and ſtrongly fortify'd, was cad 
Thagdamerg, which Name it bears among the Syrians to this 
Pay. The Greeks call it Palmira, And let this ſuffice for 
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Now in regard that I find many People inquiſitive How it 
comes to paſs that the Kings of Ægypt, from Minæus the 
firſt Founder of Memphis itſelf, which was long before our 
Father Abraham, to the Days of Solomon, being upward of 


| thirteen Hundred Years, ſhould be all call'd by the Name 


of Pharaoh; and from what Original they took their Deno- 


mination, I ſhall give this plain and ſhort Account of it, for 


their Satisfaction. Pharaoh, in the Ægyptian Language, 
founds as much as Xing. My Opinion is that they were 


g A brought-up by other Names; and that upon coming to the 


Excrciſe of a publick Character, they exchang'd the Diſtin- 


bo ction of the Family for the common Name of Power. It 
== was the ſame thing with the Kings of Alexandria, that were 


educated by one Name, and govern'd by another ; being all 
call'dPtolemy's, from the firit of their Kings: And ſo it is 
with the Roman Emperors too; who in caſe of ſuch an Ele- 
vation, drop their private and hereditary Names, and are 
all call'd Cæſars, with reſpect to the Character of a Sove- 
reign Power. This was it, perhaps, that made Herodotus 


of Halycarnaſſas, in his Account of the Succeſſors to Minæ- 


zs, the firſt King of Memphis, to reckon upon three Hun- 
dred and thirty Kings, referring to the Number without men- 
tioning their Names, Pharaoh being one common Name ta 
them all. Now upon the coming of a Woman afterwards 
to the Gawgrnment, he ſpeaketh of her by the particular 
Name of Nicaulis: The Apellation of Pharaoh being only 
proper to the other Sex. Neither do I find in the whole 
Hiſtory of our Affairs, that after Pharaob, the Father-in-luw 


of Solomon, there was ever any other King of Ægypt known 


by that Name. I am alſo well aſſured, that this Nicaulis 
was the Queen of Ægypt, and Æthiopia, that came afterward 
to Solomon: But of this, more hereafter. I have been the 
larger upon theſe Particulars, to ſhew the Agreement be- 


Ewixt our Memorials, and thoſe of the Ægyptians. 


There was {till a ſtubborn Remainder of the Canaanites, 
betwixt Mount Libanus, and the City Amathfthat for ſome 


time diſputed their Allegiance to the Kings of Jſrael, till Sa- 


lomon at laſt made them his Tributaries ; upon Condition of 
furniſhing him Yearly with ſuch a certain Number of Slaves, 


as was agreed upon, to be employ'd upon Tilling the Land, 
« and other Sorts of Drudgery : For the Hebrews were not up- 


on any Work thar was coarſe and ſervile; neither would 
it have been reaſonable, when God had ſubdu'd®. fo many 
Nations to his Power, for the Conquerors to deſcend to do 
the Bus'neſs of their Captives. As to the Muelites, their Ge- 
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nius lay more toward Arms, Chariots, Horſes, Exploits of 
War, and Military Exerciſes. The Canaanites in the mean 
time, were held to their Labour, and ſix Hundred Officers 
of the King's put over them, to appoint them their Taſks, 
and keep them to their Work. in 
The King built a Fleet of Ships alſo in Ezon-Geber, an 
Egyptian Bay upon the Red-Sea. The Port is now call'd 
Berenice, not far from the City of Elan, which in thoſe 
Days was reckon'd to be under the Juriſdiftion of the He- 
brews. In the building, fitteng and rigging-out of this Na- 
vy, Solomon was highly obliged to King Hiram for his gene- 
rous Aſſiſtance ; for he ſent him as many expert Pilots, and 
ikilful Mariners, as he had Occaſion for, that ſerv'd the 
King's Officers for Guides to the Land of Ophir, ſince cal- 
led India, or the Golden Land, where they got together four 
Hundred Talents of Gold, and went back with it to the King, 
*The Fame of Solomon's Virtue and Wiſdom was ſo ad- 
vantagiouſly repreſented, upon this Occaſion, to Nicolaus the 
Queen of Ægypt and Æthiopia, that being a Princeſs of won- 
derful Underſtanding herſelf, and a Perſon every way ex- 
traordinary, the very Glory of the Character gave her a 
longing Impatience to hear and ſee the Original: For, ſays 
ſhe to herſelf, © what ſignifies all this Hear-ſay, without ex- 
te perimental Proof? Illuſtrious Rumours ſpeak but the Senſe 
& or Affection of the Reporter: And after all their {ſplendid 
4% Pretenſions, fall flat perhaps, and come to nothing in the 
« Concluſion.” When ſhe had been ballancing a-while upon 
theſe Thoughts, ſhe took-up a Reſolution, in contempt of all 
the Riſks and Difficulties of a long Voyage, to give him an 
honourable Viſit, for the Satisfaction even of her Curioſity, 
as well as of her Inclination and Judgment; and to enjoy 
the Fruit and Comfort of that Wiſdom ſhe had heard ſuch 
Wonders of. In this Determination, ſhe ſet forward to- 
ward Feruſalem, with a Train and Equipage ſuitable to her 
Royal Dignity; taking along with her a Number of Camels, 
laden with Gold ; Variety. of rich Perfumes, and of precious 
Stones. Upon her Arrival, the King receiv'd her with all poſ- 
ſible Honour, Courteſy, and Reſpe&t; and with ſo much 
Eaſe and Clearneſs ſolv'd all the Difficulties ſhe propos'd, 
that it put her into an Amazement to find his Excellencies, 
in Truth and Effect, ſo much beyond what ſhe had heard i 


of them in Fame and Report. She ſtood in great Admira- 

tion at the Majeſty and Curioſity of his Palace ; the Order 
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and Diſpoſition of the Building, and at the King's incompa- 
rable Prudence, upon the Main, through the whole Co ntri- 
vance and Conduct: But ſhe was mov'd at nothing i nore 
then at the Maſter-Piece of that Fabrick, call'd The Gra ve of 
Libanon: The magnificent, and the regular Courſe off his 
Entertainments; the Di/cipline and Ceconomy of the Family, 
| and the doing every thing with ſo peculiar a Grace. She 
Was likewiſe infinitely pleaſed with the Spectacle of the dai- 
io. ly Sacrifices, and to ſee with what Application, Care 
and Veneration, the Prieſts and Levites perform'd their 
Part in the Worſhip. The conſtant Courſe and Pra6 tice of 
this orderly Reverence ran in her Head Day and Night, and 
her Heart was ſo ſet upon it, that the more ſhe conſider'd 
it, the more ſhe found it to be ſtill her Wonder ad De- 
light: Nor did ſhe make any Difficulty af owning a:s much 
to the King himſelf. 
6 Great Prince, /ays ſhe, the Credit of Reports is ſo doubt- 
“ ful and uncertain, that without a demonſtrative zind expe- 
“ rimental Confirmation of the Truth of what we hear, we 
ce are forced to ſuſpend our Aſſent for want of knowing 
* what to believe: Eſpecially where the Fame of Things 
& byaſles toward either Extreme of Good or Evil: But in 
© the Queſtion of your incomparable Faculties and Great- 
« neſs; that is to ſay, the internal Advantages of the Mind. 
« in a ſupgglative Degree of Knowledge and Underſtanding, 
e and the Glory of your outward State; the Rumour has 
been ſo far from partial, that it falls ſhort, even of a com- 
« mon Juſtice : For though common Fame ſa id as much to 
« your Honour as could be put in Words, I have yet the 
“ Happineſs at this preſent to ſee much more then J heard. 
* Bleſſed are the Hebrews : Bleſſed the Friends and People 
% of Solomon, that ſtand ever before him, and hear his WiC. 
ce dom; and bleſſed be God for his Goodneſs to this Land 
«-and Nation, in placing them under the Government of ſo 
«& excellent a Prince.” > it 
Having proceeded thus far, this generous Plbceſ: did not 
ſtop here at Words and Profeſſions, but follow'd her Speech 
with more ſubſtantial Effects, as a further Inſtance of the 
high Reſpect ſhe had for the King. She made him a Preſent 
of twenty Talents of Gold, Aromatical Spies, rich Perfumes, 
and precious Stones, to a prodigious Value. They ſpeak alſo 
Vor a Root of Balſam that ſhe brought with her, which (ac- 
f ; cording to a Tradition we have) was the firſt Plant of the 
4 ind that ever came into Judæa, where it hath propagated 
ſo woncerfully ever ſince. Neither was Solomon wanting, 
x $215 Oh 
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on the other hand, in a ſuitable Return of whatever he thought 
might be to the Queen's Liking, and Satisfaction; for he de. 
ny'd her nothing, and was much readier to give then ſhe to 
afk, even to the preventing of her Aſkings. After this re. | 
ciprocal Interchange of Preſents, given and taken, the Queen 
went back again into her own Country, | | 
About this Time came Solomon's Return-Ships from Ophir, 
(otherwiſe called the Land of Gold) with Stones for Fewels, 
and Pine-· Vacd in Abundance ; the latter was made ule of, 
partly for Pillars, and Supporters to the King's Temple and 
Palace, partly for Muſical Inſtruments ; as Harps, Cymbals, 
Pſalteries, and the like, for the Levites to glorify God upon 
in Company with their Voices. It is to be noted, that for 
Size and Beauty, Solomon had never ſeen any of this Sort of 
Wood comparable to it before. This was none of the Wood 
that paſſes commonly upon the World for Pixe, in the Way 
of Trade, betwixt Buyer and Seller. This has ſomewhat of 
the Grain of a Fig-Tree, only a little whiter, and more gloſ- 
iy. I thought it not amiſs to advertiſe the Reader of a com- 
mon Miſtake ; eſpecially being a Queſtion that falls ſo natu- 
rally upon this Occaſion into Selomon's Story, 
The Plate-Fleet brought the King ſix Hundred ſixty ſix 
Talents of Gold, over and above the Merchants Adventure, 
and what the Governours and Kings of Arabia ſent him for 
Preſents. Of this Gold he cauſed to be caſt #wo Hundred 
Targets, weighing ſix Hundred Shekels of Gold each; and 
theſe were all hung up in the great Hall of the Grove of Li- 
bunon. His drinking Cups were all of beaten Gold too, gar- 
niſh'd with precious Stones, and wrought with all the Curi- 
ofity imaginable ; and in ſhort, the reſt of the Utenſils were 
of the ſame Metal. There was no trading with Money in 
this Caſe; for the King had his Ships in the Sea of Tarſus, 
that dealt upon the Truck with foreign Nations; and in Ex- 
change for Commodities of his own, return'd him Gold and 
Silver; great Quantities of Ivory, Blacks, Apes, &c. Go- 
ing and Coming, they reckon'd upon this Expegition as a 
three Years Voyage. 5 CR 
The Reputation of Solomon's Greatneſs and Wiſdom was 
by this Time ſpread far and near, inſomuch that ſeveraÞ 
great Kings, for their own Satisfaction Sake, were enflam'” 
with a longing Defire to ſee him ; and laid hold of all Oc 
caſions, by their Munificence, and other good Offices, to ſneu 
the Deſire they had to ſerve him. They ſent him Gold an 
Silver-Plate ; Purple-Robes, Spices and Perfumes of all Sorts ;þ, 
Horſes, Chariots, and Mules for Burdens, ſuch as for Strength + 
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he and Beauty they thought might be moſt acceptable to the 
e King: So that he had now an Addition of four Hundred 
to WM Chariots to what he had before: That is to ſay, a Thouſand 
- Chariots, and (a) twenty Thouſand Horſes, that for Beauty 
N and Speed were beyond all others: And for the better Grace 

of the Spectacle, they had the Flower of the Youth to ride 
5 and menage them. They were all proper goodly Perſons, 
, in (5) Purple Veſts; their Hair diſchevel'd and flowing, to 


the great Advantage of their Motion, and ſuch an Intermix- 
ture of Golden Threads with their Locks, that the Sun play- 
ing upon them, irradiated their Heads with a kind of Glory. 


attended the King's Chariot, (himſelf mounted in it clothed 
in White) to a Houſe of Pleaſure he had at Ethan, not far 
from the City; which for the delicate Gardens, Walks and 
Fountains, and the Fruitfulneſs of the Place, he took great 
This Prince had it in his Nature toſbe neat and curious, 
and his Providence look'd ſo far, that there was hardly any 
thing ſo minute as not to fall under his Care. He provided 
for the very Paving of the High-ways that led to his Palace 
at Zeruſalem, partly for the Convenience of Comers and Go- 
ers, and in Part for the Honour of his own Magnificence. 
He kept not many Chariots about his Perſon, but diſpoſed 
of them here and there at ſo many in a Town upon free 
Quarter : And theſe Places were called his Chariot-Towns. 
Silver was as plentiful in Feruſalem, as Stones; and Cedars, 
which had never been ſeen in Judæa before, were now as 
common as Mulberry-Trees. He gave Commiſſion alſo to 
his X,-yptian Merchants to buy him a Proviſion of Chariots 
with two Horſes, at the Price of ſix Hundred Silver Drachmas 
a- piece; and theſe were to be ſent away to the Kings of Sy- 
ria, and beyond Euphrates. BY ; 
Now, as it is without Controverſie, that this King was 
hitherto the moſt glorious, pious, and incompgrably the moſt 
wiſe and powerful Prince that ever fat air Throne; 
fo is it no leſs certain, that he made the latter Patt of his 
Life a Scandal to the former, by departing from the Precepts 
Yof Moſes, and the Laws and Religion of his Forefathers ; 
Land blaſting ſo hopeful a Beginning with ſo foul an End. 
. . Jo ü The 
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(a) 1 Kings 4. 26. and 10. 26. 2 Chron. 1. 14. and 9. 25. *tis 
welve T houſaud. See Bochart's Hieroz. |. 2. c. 9. part f. 
| (5) Bechart fancies that he deſcribes them according ty the Faſhion 
ol his own Times. ibid. j SEES 66. 


This was the Guard, which with their Arms and Quivers, 
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Jewrsn ANTI CV IT IESs. Book VIII. 
The raging I mpotency of his Luſt after Women, made him 
ſtark mad: Aind the Women of his own Country would not 
ſerve his turn neither ; for he took indifferently Women of 
all Nations; + Sidonians, Tyrians, Ammonites, Idumæans, &c. 

quite contrary” to the Inſtitution of Moſes, that barr'd the 
Hebrews marrying with Strangers ; wiſely foreſecing, that 
ftrange Women would inveigle Men over to ſtrange Gods too. 

And this was the true Reaſon of the Precaution againſt ſuch 
Marriages ; for the Violation of one Law, is but a Step to. 
ward the breaking of another; and the taking of a prohibi. 
ted Wife, does naturally lead to the embracing of a prohihji- 
ted Religion. But Solomon's ſenſual Appetite was deaf to all 
Counſels of Sobrity and Reaſon. He had no fewer then 
ſeven Hundred Wives, that were Princeſſes, (the Daughter 
of the King of Ayrypt for one) and three Hundred Concu— 
bines ; and the Paſſion he had for the Charms of their Con- 
verſation tranſporte:d him into Compliances with them in 
the Impiety of the ir Practices and Opinions, as the moſt 
effectual Earneſt he: could give them of his unchangeabl: 
Tenderneſs and Aﬀetftion. As he came further into Years, 
he felt the Decay of Age in his Mind, as well as in his Bo- 
dy, and ſtill as he grew more and more careleſs and remiſs 
in the Exerciſe of the: true Worſhip, he was the more eaſi- 
ly prerzal'd upon to ;join with the Women in a falſe one: 
Not that this was the: firſt Breach of the Law that he was 
guilty of; for he hacl tranſgreſs'd the Rule, in the very Fi- 
gures of his Bulls under his brazen Sea, and in the Lions 
after wi ird that were ſet as a Guard upon his Throne: Which 
was all directly agaiiaſt a poſitive Inſtitution. He had at 
the ſanne time in his: own Family the moſt glorious Preſi- 
dent foi: Honour and Virtue, that was any where to be found, 
in the Example of his bleſſed Father; whoſe Piety and Pra- 
ctice wi is ſo expreſly recommended to his Imitation, that 
God inulcated the Charge over and over to him in his 

Sleep; ind upon the Pain of his uttermoſt Diſpleaſure, to 
be ſure to tread in h is Father's Steps. This he neglecte 
to do, and came, in the Concluſion, to an ignominiou 
End. |: þ 5 31 £ 

The Mord af ghe Lord came after this, to Solomon, by th 

Month of a Prophet, Telling him that his Wickedneſs w 
no Seer et, and he ſh ould not paſs long unpuniſh'd : BuY 
<« in regar d of a Promiſ e from Heaven, to his Father, that he 


ee ſhould hlave ther Succeſſor, the Prophet told him that 
2 „ ce his 
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cc his Government ſhould not be taken from him, while he 


T Hi «pas living; and that after his Death, his Son ſhould ſuf- 

« fer for the Iniquities of his Father : Not that there ſhould 
| & he an univerſal Defe&ion ; but that Ten Tribes only ſhould 
ce revolt, and the other two continue, in their Allegiance to 
= < the Son of Solomon for his Grandfather's Sake, and for the 
Lake of the Temple at Feruſalem, which God had made 
„ Choice of for the Place of his Habitation.” Theſe Words 
= wounded Solomon to the very Soul, to fee himſelf caſt down 
in a Moment from the higheſt Pitch of all ſublunary Com- 
1 ſorts, and temporal Glory, into the very Depth of the con- 


under the Command of Foab, who at that Time was David's 


all the Males he could find in the Province, that were able 
to bear Arms; and this Execution continu'd for ſix Months. 
This ſame Adad, who in thoſe Days was but a Child, made 
| his Eſcape to Pharaoh, the King of Ægypt; who not only 
received him with great Humanity, but very generouſly gave 
him Houſes, Lands, and Revenues for his Entertainment, 
and took ſuch an Affection further for him, upon his grow- 
ing up into the World, that he marry'd him to his own 
Wife's Siſter, whoſe Name was Taphines ; who bare him a 
Son, that was train'd up with the Children of Pharaoh. In 
Proceſs of Time News was brought into Ægypt, that David 
and Foab were both dead; and Adad upon theſe Tidings 
delir'd Pharaoh's Leave to return into his own Country. 
The King took him up ſhort, and ask'd him what he want- 
ed, or what he meant by that Earneſtneſs to part with the 
beſt Friend he had in the World ? For he prelzg it over and 
over, but could not as yet prevail. +.” 
Solomon being now in a declining Condition, and the Mea- 


od put it into Pharaoh's Heart, whom he had hitherto re- 
rain'd, to let Adad go: So that away he went forthwith 
1dumea, with a Delign to ſtir up the People to a Rebel- 


lion againſt Solomon: But finding the Garriſons ſo ſtrong, 
and the Country in ſuch a Poſture that therg, was no Good 
to be done by a Surprize, he took new Meaſures, and went 
from thence into Syria; where he join'd Intereſts with one 
(la) Rezonz 
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re of his Iniquity well-nigh full and ripe for Judgment, 
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t 
lem about his Bus'neſs, the Prophet 4hijah the Shilonite, met }4 : 
hold of a Garment he had on, and rent it into twelve Pieces, 
e /aid the Prophet, to tear the Government from So/cmon ; 

„ juſt Puniſhment for giving up himſelf to ſtrange Women, 
« of his Rejection, let Solomon's miſerable Caſe be a Warn- 


© ing to you, not to do the ſame Things yourſelf that ruin'd 
„ him. Be juſt to all Men; obſerve and protect the Laws; 


the Prophet; and being naturally bot, and haughty over 
| e N | 
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(a) Rezon, a Fugitive from his Maſter (b) Adadezer the King 
of Zobah, and a famous Captain of a Body of Banditti that. 
made Spoil and Ravage up and down at Pleaſure. 4444 MM 
ſtruck a League with this Man; and with his Aſſiſtance, 
maſter'd that Part of Syria, where he got himſelf to be de- 
clared King, and made ſo many Inroads upon the Land of 
the //-aclites, that all Things were in a Confuſion with Blood 3 
and Pillage, even while Sglomon himſelf was yet living. ».Þ 

And it was not all neither, for the King to ſuffer theſe 
Affronts, and Indignities from a Stranger, without a more 
dangerous Conſpiracy againſt him at the ſame time, in his 
own Bowels : Meaning that of Zeroboam, the Son of Nebat; 
a Man of a turbulent, and ambitious Spirit, and one that 
had taken up a Conceit long ſince from an old Prophecy, of 
a ſtrange Part that he was to play in the overturning of the 
Government. Jeroboam being left by his Father, very young, 
and under the Tuition of his Mother, Solomon took notice 
of him as he grew up towards Man's Eſtate, for a Youth of 
a frank generous Humour, and made him Overſeer of his 
Works, being at that time repairing and rebuiiding the | Ml 
Walls of Feruſalem. He acquitted himſelf ſo well in that | 3M 
Commiſſion, that Solomon gave him the Military Command 
of the Tribe of 7o/eph, as a Conſideration for his Induſtry 17 
and Service. As he was one Day travelling out of 7eru/a- 


him upon the Way; and after the Formality of a Salute; 
took him aſide, out of all Sight and Hearing, and there laid 


bidding him take ten of them to himſelf; for it was God's þ3 
Will and Order, that it ſhould be ſo; “ For he is reſolved, 1 


« and for his Promiſe Sake, to give the two contiguous 
Tribes to the Son of Solomon, and the other ten to you, as a 


ce and to ſtrange Gods. Wherefore ſince you ſee the Ground 


e imitate David's Virtues of Piety and Religion, and yqu 
© may promiſe yourſelf the Comfort of David's Reward.” 
Feroboam was not a little elevated with theſe Words 


apt and 
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and above, every little Thing that gratify'd his Ambition, 
made him reſtleſs and unquiet. The prophetical Prediction 
would not out of his Head, and the firſt Thing he did, after 
he came to the Army, was to tamper the People againſt their 
Sovereign, and to ſet up for himſelf: But Solomon all this 
while was no Stranger to the Malice and Practice of his De- 
ſigns; and there was a Train laid to take him up, and diſ- 
patch him : But the Plot was diſcover'd, and Jeroboam ſlipt 
away to Shiſhack, the King of Agypt ; where he waited the 
Death of Solomon, for a fair Opportunity to revive his Pre- 


= tenſion. 


I CHAP. III. 

| The Death of Solomon, Rehoboam diſcontents the Peo- 
ple. Ten Tribes fall of, and declare for Jeroboam ; 
10% ſeduces them to Idolatry. He officiates as High- 


Prieſt. Lhe Prophet Jadon reproves him. Jeroboam 
and Rehoboam do both forſake God. 


Olomon, in fine, liv'd to a great Age. He reign'd eighty 
MI Years, dy'd at ninety four, and was bury'd at Zeruſalem 
the wiſeſt and richeſt Prince that ever was heard of; and in 
all other Reſpects the happieſt, bating only the Sin of his 
ungovernable Paſſion for Women, and of thoſe Dotages that 
he was led into in his declining State, by their Arts: OF 
which Miſdemeanours, and the Miſchiefs that enſu'd upon 
them, I ſhall ſay more hereafter. | 
* Solomon being now dead, and Rehoboam his Son (by Na- 
ama an Ammonitiſh Woman) ſucceeding in Courſe to the 
Throne, ſome of the great Ones ſent out of hand into Ægypt, 
to inform Feroboam how Matters flood, and to recall him. 
He came preſently, upon Notice, to Sichem ; and Rehoboam 
came thither alſo, propoſing to himſelf the calling of an Aſ- 
| ſembly, and ſo to enter upon the Government by the com- 
mon Declaration and Conſent of the People. Upon this 
Occaſion, divers of the Princes and leading Men, together 
with Jeroboam himſelf, went to Rehoboam, and made him a 
Diſcourſe, by the way of Advice and Reſpect, how his Fa- 
ther had born a little too hard upon his Subjects, and that 
ns. > M m — they 
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they were in hope they ſhould find him eaſier; for it was his 
own Intereſt and Security ſo to be, and rather to make him- 
ſelf belov'd than fear'd. They recommended this humbly to 
his Thought; and Rehoboam took three Days time to conſi- 
der of it. The Delay of his Anſwer gave them ſome Jealouſie 
what would be the Reſult : Eſpecially in a Caſe (as they 
underſtood it) ſo eaſie, and ſo neceſſary to be reſolv'd imme- 
diately ; and fo well becoming the Years and Circumſtance 
of a Young Prince to appear forward and obliging in. Bur 
they were not however quite out of Hope yet; the Pat-off 
being only a Suſpenſion, not a Repulle. | 
While this was a doing, Rehoboam adviſes with his Father's 
Friends and Counſellors, what Anſwer to return them ; who 
being both well affected to the Publick, and well ſeen in the 
Humour and Diſpoſition of the common People, advifed him 
by all means to treat them with Courteſie and Deſcenſion; 


dom, they told him, then by ſtanding ſtiff upon his Points, 
in the Formatities of Majeſty and State; there being no ſuch 
Charm upon the Hearts of the People, as Graciouſneſs and 
Humility in the Prince. Nothing could have been ſaid more 
to the purpole in general, or more eſpecially to his purpoſe 
in particular ; having a Kingdom in his Eye : But his Un- 
derſtanding was taken away by a judicial Infatuation, to 
fuch a Degree, that he rejected the Counſel ; call'd a Cabal 
to him of his own Humour and Years; told them what had 
paſs'd, and demanded their Opinion upon the whole Affair. 
They took the Point into Debate, and whether for want of 
Experience and Foreſight, or that God had blinded them, 
they came all to this Agreement upon the Queſtion. Keho— 
boam was to tell them, That ſince they complain'd of his 
“ *Predeceffor, they ſhould find his little Finger heavier then 
“ his Father's Loins If they thought themſelves ill uſed. for- 
% merly, they muſt expect to have him harder upon them: 
*& And, that if his Father had chaſtiſed them with Whzps, he 
* himſelf was reſolved to chaſtiſe them with Scorpions.” The 
King was ſo delighted with the miſtaken Majeſty and Dignity 


imaginable, betwix 
King appear'd, and paſſing over the Opinion of his Father's 
Counſellors, gave the People for Anſwer the very Syllables 
that the Young Men had put in his Mouth : The Providence 
of God having ſo order'd it, that the Prophecy of the _ 
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for he would gain much more upon them by a Popular Free- 


of this huffing Anſwer, that upon the third Day, when 
the People were, gather'd together in the greateſt Anxiety 

Tet Hope and Fear of the Doom they were 
to receive; ſome fancying one Thing, ſome another; the 
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phet Ahijah might be fulfilled. Theſe Words were ſo many 
Blows to them, and no leſs terrible in the Hearing, then the 


dreadful Things they threaten'd would have been in the Ex- 


ecution : Inſomuch, that they all cry'd out in a Rage, as with 
one Voice, What have we todo with the Houſe of David? 
4% Let him take to himſelf the Temple that his Father built:“ 
And the Uproar look'd like a Prologue to a general Revolt. 
The Sedition was ſo outrageous, that Adoram, one of the 
King's Officers in the Treaſury, being ſent out to pacifie 


them by laying the Blame upon the Intemperance of ſome 


hot-headed Young Men, the People ſton'd him to Death, 
without ſo much as hearing him. FRehoboam look'd upon the 
Malice of this Violence to be levell'd at himſelf rather then 
againſt his Officer; and he was much in the Right: So that 
he preſently mounted his Chariot in a Fright; and in a Hurry 
poſted away ts Feruſalem, to get out of the Reach of the Mu- 
tineers. The Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, all as one Man, 
ſtuck to him, and proclaim'd him for their King ; but all the 
reſt of the People went over to Feroboam, and from that Day 
forward would have nothing to do with the Houſe of David. 
Rehoboam had ſo great an Indignation at the Thought of this 
Revolt, that he ſummon'd a full Convention of the two 


Tribes that ſtood firm to their Allegiance, and drew out one 


hundred and eighty Thouſand Soldiers upon the Muſter ; 
propoſing to himſelf, with this Body of Men to reduce the 


other Ten Tribes to their Duty by Force. While he was pre- 


paring for this Enterprize, he was admoniſhed by a Prophet 
from God not to engage himſelf in a civil War; eſpecially 
where the Deſertiongy was in ſome Meaſure the Work of a 
Divine Direction. 

We ſha!l now in the firſt Place give ſome. Account of the 
Actions of Feroboam, the King of the Mraelites, and proceed 
from thence to the Hiſtory of Rehoboam, and the Two Tribes, 
according to the Order of the Narration. * 

Jeroboam built himſelf a Palace at Sichem, which he made 
his Place of Reſidence; and for Variety ſake, he built ano- 
ther at Penuel. This was a little before the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles, which was the Thing that put theſe Thowghts into his 
Head. If, /ays he, I ſhall now ſuffer the People to go up 
to Feruſulem, and leave them at Liberty for the Celebra- 


x tion of that Feſtival, they'll be ſo taken with the Shews 
and Ceremonies of the Place, and of the Religion, that 


44 


they'll be in Danger of changing their Minds perhaps, 
and of going back to their old King again, as well as to 
-. their old Way; which may lead co the extreme Hazard, 
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% even of my Life, as well as of my Government.” Now for 
Prevention ſake, he bethought himſelf of this Expedient. He 
cauſed to be made ?wo Golden Calves, and two Temples to be 
built; the one at Bethel, and the other at Dan, which is a 


Town ſituate at the Head of the Lef/er Jordan. Theſe Ima- 


ges were conſecrated in both Places, and indifting an Aſ- 
ſembly of the Ten Tribes under his Command, he made a 
8 to them to this Purpoſe. 

I need not tell you, my Countrymen, that God is every 
& where, and not confin'd to any certain Place; but where- 
* ever we are, he hears our Prayers, and accepts our Wor- 
& ſhip, in one Place, as well as in another; and therefore, 
«© I am not at all of Opinion for your going up to Jeruſalem 
& at this Time, fo a People that hate you. *Tis a long tedi- 
ce ous Journey, and all this only for the Sake of Religion. 
« He that built that Temple was but a Man, as every one 
cc here is: And the Golden Calves that I have provided for 

* you, the one in Bethel, the other in Dan, are Conſecrated 
“ as well as that Temple, and brought ſo much nearer you, 
on Purpoſe for the Convenience of your Worſhip ; where 
you may pay your Duty to God in ſuch Manner as beſt 
pleaſes him. As for Prieſts and Levites, I ſhall make 
ſuch a Proviſion for you, that you ſhall have no Want, 
either of the Tribe of Levi, or of the Race of Aaron. Let 
him that has a mind to enter the Sacerdotal Function, in- 
itiate himſelf into the Prieſthood by the Sacrifice of a Calf 
and a Ram, according to the Inſtitution of Aaron; who 
was the firſt of that Order and only ſo-qualify'd.” This 
was 7erobcam's way of ſeducing the 1 into an Apo- 
ſtacy from the Laws of their God, and of their Country; 


and he himſelf conſequently the Capital Cauſe and Author 


of all thoſe Calamities that afterwards befel the Hebrews ; as 
foreign Wars, Routs, Captivity, and the like: Of which 
hereafter in their due Time and Place. 

+ The Fe/tival of the Seventh Month was now drawing on, 
and Feroboam took up a Reſolution to Worſhip the ſame way 
at Bethel that the Two Tribes did at ;2ruſalem. There was an 
Altar erected before the Gelder Calf: He himſelf perſonated 
the High- Pries, and went up with his own Prieſts after the 
Manner of 55 Femple-WWorſhip. But as he was preparing to 
put Fire to the Offering iir the Sight of all the People, there 
came a Prophet from Jeruſalem in that very Point of Time, 


whole Name eas Jadon. He was ſent 1: God, and being 


| advanc'd | 
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advanc'd into the middle of the Croud, he addreſs'd himſelf 
in the King's Hearing to the Altar, in Words to this pur- 
poſe. © Altar, Altar, /ays he, Thus ſaith the Lord, there 
& ſhall ariſe one out of the Houſe of Judah, whole Name 
&« ſhall be Joſrah ; who upon thee ſhall put to Death the 
&« falſe Prophets, Seducers, and Impeſtors of thoſe Times, and 
upon thee ſhall burn their Bones: And to the end that no 
4 Creature may doubt the Truth of this Prediction, the Au- 
<« thority of it ſhall be now confirmed by a Prodigy. The 
6 Altar ſhall fall tq pieces, and the Fat of the Sacrifices up- 
© on it ſhall be ſpilt upon the Ground.” The King was fo 
enflam'd upon theſe Words of the Profit, that he lifted-up 


IE his Hand againſt him, and commanded aloud that {ome 


Body ſhould lay hold of him; but his Arm was immediately 
ſo benumm'd, and blaſted, that it was like a dead Limb, and 
he could not draw it back again. The Altar fell to pieces, 
as was preſag'd, and the Fat of the Sacrifices was thrown 
upon the Ground, as the Prophet had foretold. The King, 
finding by what Spirit the Man ſpake, and that he was no 
_ Counterfeit, beſought him to pray to God on his behalf for 
the reſtoring of his wither'd Arm: Which being done, and 
the Miracle wrought, Jeroboam thankfully aknowledg'd the 
Benefit of the Cure, and earneſtly preſs'd the Prophet to ſtay 
Dinner with him, who .excuſed himſelf upon an Injuncti- 
on that God had laid upon him, not ſo much as to taſte 
either Bread or Wine in that City, nor to return the ſame 
Way he came. This Reſerve and Sobriety of the Prophet, 
made the King give more heed to what he ſaid, then other- 
wiſe he ſhould have done; ſo that he grew very uneaſie up- 
on it in his Forebodings concerning himſelf. 

There was in that Town a certain falſe Prophet, that was 
much in Feroboam's good Graces ; not for the Truth, (for he 
was an arrant Juggler) but for the Time-ſerving Pleaſing- 
| neſs of the Things he foretold. This Man was old, and 

crazy; and as he lay at this Inſtant dozing upon his Bed, 
his Sons brought him News of a famous Prophet that was 
come from 7eru/alem, and what Wonders he had done: 
With the Story of Jeroboam's wither'd Arm, and the Recove- 
ry. of it at the Prophet's Interceſſion to God for him; and 
how he was now gone back again, and which Way he went. 
The Fame of this Stranger put ſuch a Jealouſie in the Sick 
Man's Head, for fear f being ſupplanted in his Maſter's Fa- 
vour : That he preſently order'd his Sons to fetch his Aſs, 
which was immediately done, and the Man mounted, and 
away, to ſeek after the ſtrange Prophet. He follow'd him 

| M m 3 upon 
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upon the Heel, till he came up to him at length, as he was 
reſting himſelf under the Shadow of a large well-ſpread Oak. 
After the Formality of the firſt Salute, the falſe Prophet fell 
to Expoſtulating with the other, why he would not be ſo 
kind as to call at his Houſe, and do him the Honour to take 
a Collation with him. The Stranger told him it could not 
be ; for God had poſitively forbidden him either to eat or 
drink in that City, Nay, ſays the other, I can abſolve you 
in this Point myſelf; for I am a Prophet as well as you, and 
we are both Servants to the ſame God: And it is by that 
God's expreſs Command, that I am come hither now to in- 
vite you to Dinner with me. Jadon gave Credit to this falſe 
Wretch ; accepted of his Invitation, and ſo went along with 
him. While they were yet at Dinner, and in the Freedom 
of Table-Diſcourſe, God appeared to Fadon, and told him 
that he would not only puniſh him for his Diſobedience, 
but the very Manner of his Puniſhment : Which was, that 
he ſhould be torn to pieces upon the Way, by a Lion, and 
that his Body ſhould not be laid in the Sepulchre of his 
Forefathers. It fell- out accordingly, and perhaps God or- 
der'd it ſo, for the hardening of Feroboam's Heart, into a 
Diſbelief of Fadon, upon ſo remarkable a Miſcarriage ; for 
in his Way back to Feru/alem, a Lion tore him off from his 
Aſs, and kill'd him; the Aſs untouch'd and ſtanding ſtill, the 
Lion couching by the Carcaſs, like a Guard to both. The 
Relation of this Diſaſter being brought to the Fal/e Prophet, 
by ſome Travellers that paſs'd that Way, he appointed his 
Sons to fetch the Body into the City; which being done, he 
gave it a magnificent Burial ; charging his Sons, whenever 
he dy'd, to ſee his own Body laid in the ſame Monument; 
For, ſaid he, whatever this good Man has ſpoken concern- 
« ing the City, the Altar, the Prie/ts, and the falſe Prophets, 


** it is all true. Now when I am dead, /ays he, and my : 


* Bones depoſited with his, I am ſafe ; for who ſhall know 
« his Bones from mine??? 
So ſoon as Jadon's Funeral-Rites were well over, and the 
Sons competently inſtructed, away goes their wicked Father 
to Feroboam ; who finding him exceedingly diſturb'd, aſk'd 
him, © What he meant to trouble his Head at that rate, for 
«© the Words of a mad Man? © Well but, /ays the other, what 
4 do you think of the Prodigy of the 4/tar ; and the miracu- 
<* lous Loſs and Recovery of my Arm ? (telling him both the 
% Stories at length.) The Man, ſays he, is certainly a Man of 
* Ged, and a true Prophet, he could never do all this elſe.” _ 
The other, in the mean time, ſhuffles-off every thing with 
r RF idle 
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plauſible Gloſſes and Diſtinctions; doing all he could, in 
ſhort, to diſguiſe the Truth. “ As to the Buſineſs of your 
« Hand, ſays he, you had overwrought yourſelf, it may be 
« with lugging Sacrifices to the Altar. The very Weari- 
ce neſs made it Numb at firſt perhaps, but after a little Reſt, 
& you ſee, it came to itſelf again. And ſo for the Altar, it 
& Was new built ; and not being thoroughly ſettled, it funk 
& under the Weight of an inſupportable Burden of Sacrifi- 
& ces that were laid upon it. And what was your holy 
& Man's End at laſt! Why, he was kill'd by a Lion: And 
& here's not the leaſt Sign or Token of a Prophet all this 
cc while, that I can find, either in Word, Life or Death.” 
The King was ſo poiſon'd and corrupted with the Vanity 
and Mockery of theſe looſe Inſinuations, that from thence 
forward he had no longer any Thought of God, or Good- 
neſs ; but on the contrary, abandon'd himſelf wholly to the 
Love, Study and Practice of all Manner of Wickedneſs: 
And to ſuch a Degree too, that he did effectually bid Defi- 
ance to all that was Sacred, either in Heaven, or Earth; 
making it his Bus'neſs to find out new Sins, and in the E- 
vent to out-do himſelf, But I ſhall paſs now to Rehoboam, 
according to the Order of the Relation. 

* Rehoboam, being King all this while of the Two Tribes 
before-mention'd, built and fortify'd ſeveral ſtrong and fair 
Cities, as Bethlehem, Etan, Tekoa, Beth-zar, Shoco, Adullam, 
Tha, Mareſha, Ziph; Adoraim, Lachiſh, Azekah, Zorah, 4ja- 
lon, and Hebron, all in the Tribe of Judah; beſide other 
Towns, no leſs conſiderable, in the Lot of Benjamin: Which 
he provided wirh good Garriſons and Governours, and with 
Corn, Wine, Oil, and other Neceſſaries in Abundance, for 
their Maintenance and Defence; beſide Shields and Lances 
many Thouſands. While Rehoboam continu'd at Feru/alem, 
there came up from all Parts, great Nymbers of Prie/ts and 
Levites, and ſo many of the Layety too, as made any Con- 
ſcience of their Ways, to worſhip there; quitting their Coun- 
tries to attend the Duties of their Religion. They were all 
ſick of Jeroboam's Tyranny, and to ſee themſelves forc'd to 
the worſhipping of his Calves, to the Diſhonour of the True 
God. The Diſcontent, in fine, was ſo great that in three 
Years time, the Power and Intereſt of Rehaboam was mightily 
increas'd, This King's firſt Wife was his Kinſwoman, by 
whom he had three Children, and he afterward marry'd 
Maacah, the Daughter of Thamar, who was the Daughter of 
= M m 4 Abſalom 
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Abſalom, by whom he had Abiaß, and ſhe was a-kin to him 
too. He had ſeveral Wives beſide, and Children by them ; 
but none ſo dear to him as Maacah. He had eighteen 
Wives legitimate, and thirty Concubines, by whom he had 
eight and twenty Sons, and ſixty Daughters: But Abiah 
the Son of Maacah was the Perſon he deſign'd for his Suc- 
ceſſor, committing his Treaſure and ſtrong Holds all to his 
Truſt. But it fell out to be with Rehoboam, as it fares com- 
monly with other Mortals ; Proſperity puff d him up, and 
in time ruin'd him ; for the greater he grew in the World, 
the more Liberty he took to be wicked ; and he did not on- 
ly turn his Back upon God, and his Holy Commandments 
himſelf; but made his People as wicked too, out of a Kind 
of Reverence to his Example. It is but according to the 
Nature of humane Affairs, for Subjects to be deprav'd by 
the exemplary ill Manners of their Superiours ; for the Vir- 
tue, or the Iniquity of the Governour, is, generally ſpeaking, 
ſome Sort of Rule for the People to walk by ; and it has 
the Reputation of a kind of political Virtue, to imitate the 
yery Vices of Rulers. Not to do as they do, is tacitly to 
condemn their Doings ; as it happen'd under Rehoboam, 
where the People were wicked and licentious, for fear of diſ- 
_ pleaſing the King. | 
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Shiſhak King of Egypt lays Siege to Jeruſalem. King 
Rehoboam meanly gives it up; and the Temple 1s 
pillag d. Rehoboam dies, and Abias his Son ſucceeds 

Vim. Jeroboam is foretold by the Prophet Achias, of 
the utter Ruin cf himſelf, and his whole Family, 


; Sj + 


OP avenged himſelf upon Rehoboam by the Hand of 
(a) Shiſhak the King of Egypt, (not by Se/o/?ris, as 
() Herodotus miſtakes the Matter.) This ſame Shi/hak, in 
the fifth Vear of Rehoboam's Reign, march'd againſt him with a 
vaſt Army. They reckon'd twelve Hundred Chariots, ſixty 
Thouſand Horſe, and four Hundred Thouſand Foot; the Sol- 
diers being moſt of them Africanus, and Æthiopians. With this 
N | Army, 


(o Suſakos, Joſ. Suſakim, Septuagint. Seſac. $t. Jerom. 
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Army, Shiſbaꝶ brake in upon the Hebrews, and took into his 
protection ſeveral of their ſtrong Towns, that render'd on 
their own Accord. In all which Places he left Garriſons, 


and marched afterwards directly up to Feru/alem, where Re- 


3 hoboam and his People were block'd-up in the Town. The 


King, in this Strait, betook himſelf to Prayers and Suppli- 
cations for Victory over his Enemies; but could not prevail for 
an Anſwer, to his Satisfaction: And thereupon Sameas the 
Prophet told him, for his greater Terror, that God threaten'd 
to forſake all thoſe that forſake him firſt ; which frighted them 
all into an Acknowledgment of their Wickedneſs, and of 
God's juſt Judgment upon them for their Apoſtacy and Diſ- 
obedience. Being now brought to the uttermoſt Extremity 

of Deſpair, the Prophet told the King once again, that God 
was pleaſed ſo far to accept of their Humiliation, and Re- 
pentance, that they ſhould not be utterly deſtroy'd and cut- 
off; but only deliver'd-up in Subjection and Slavery to the 
Z#gyptians, that they may learn upon Experience, whether 
it be better to ſerve God or Man. In this Panick Dread, Re- 
hoboam deliver'd-up Jeruſalem to $h;jſhak, upon certain Con- 
ditions ; but, without any Regard to Faith, or Honour, he 
brake his Articles; pillag'd the Temple; took away all the 
Plate and Treaſure, as well God's, as the King's : Gold and 
Silver to an ineſtimable Value, without leaving ſo much as 
one Grein behind him. He carry'd away the Golden Shields 
and Bucklers of Solomen's, with the Golden Quivers that Da- 
vid took from the King of (a) Sophena, and dedicated to the 
adorning of the Temple. After which, Shiſhak went back 


again with a prodigious Booty, Herodotus of HalycarnaſJus 


takes notice of this Expedition, only miſtaking the Name; 
where he ſpeaks of the King of AÆgypt's March thorough ſe- 
veral other Countries, and of ſubduing the Pale/tine-Syria, 
without ſtriking a Stroke. Now this can only be underſtood 
of the Conquelt of our Country by the Ægyptians; for he 
tells of ſeveral Pillars erected, and left there, with the Ima- 
ges of Men cut upon them, with the privy Parts of Women ; 
as an emblematical way of ſtigmatizing the Men for giving- 
up their Country without a Blow. Now this Rehoboam was 
undoubtedly our King, that gave-up all for the Aſking. He 
ſays likewiſe, that the Ærhiopians took up the Cuſtom of 
Circumeiſing from the Ægyptians. Now it is agreed at all 
Hands, that the Philiſtines, and the Paleſtine-Syrians had it 
from thence: And it is as clear, that there are no other People 
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in Paleſtine- Syria circumciſed, but ourſelves. But of this, 
every Man has the Freedom of his own Thought. 

After the Departure of Sh;/hak into Mgypt, Rehoboam re. 
pair'd the Loſs of the Golden Shields and Bucklers, with the 
fame Number of Braſs, and committed the Care of them to 
his proper Officers and Guards: And ſo he liv'd on, in a pri- 
vate, quiet Way, without any conſiderable Adventure, or 
Undertaking ; his Fear being a continual Check upon him, 
in regard of the everlaſting Feud betwixt Jerchoam and him- 
ſelf. He liv'd ſeven and fifty Years ; ſeveenteen of them in 
a Station of Sovereign Power, He was a Man weak and ar- 
rogant, and Joſt himſelf, his Government, and his Reputa- 
tion, by refuſing wiſe Counſel when it was given him. He 
was bury*d at Feruſalem among the Kings. His Son Abias 
ſucceeded him, in the eighteenth Year of Jeroboam's Reign 
over the Ten Tribes, | 

* And now we have ſpoken of the End of this King, it re- 
mains in the next Place to fee what became of Jeroboam. 
He was a Worker of Iniquity out of all Bounds and Meaſure, 
He was every Day ſetting- up and multiplying Altars in the 
High-Places ; and raiſing Prieſts to officiate, out of the Dregs 
of the People; which Indignities and Aﬀronts, God, in his 
righteous Judgment, avenged upon himſelf and his Family, 
It happen'd at that Time, that Obimes, his Son, fell ſick, 
and he bad his Wife put herſelf into the Diſguiſe of a pri- 
vate Perſon, and go to Achias the Prophet, being a Man that 
had the Spirit of Prediction, and the Perſon who told him 
formerly, that he himſelf ſhould come to be King. Go you, 
« ſays he, to this Prophet, and aſk him if the Boy ſhall re- 
& cover or no.” She dreſs'd herſelf according to her Hu- 
ſband's Order, and ſo went to Shilo, where Achias at that 
Time liv'd. As ſhe was upon the Way toward the Houſe, a 
Voice from Heaven ſpake to the Prophet, (who was now 
dim-ſighted with Age) and told him, that the Wife of 7ero- 
beam was then coming to him; told him likewiſe her Bus'- 
neſs, what Queſtions ſhe would aſk him, and what he ſhould 
anſwer. Upon her coming to the Door in the Dreſs of an 
ordinary Gueſt, the Prophet call'd her to him by the Name 
of Feroboam's Wife, © Come. in, ſays he, and never diſguiſe 
«« yourſelf for the Matter; for he that told me who you are, 
« and put the Words in my Mouth that I am to ſay to you, 
<< js not to be impos'd upon. Go therefore to your Huſband 


«« from me, and tell him that Thus ſaith the Lord God: As it 
| | | was 
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ce yas I that rais'd thee out of a low Condition to the Dj 
6e nityof a Throne; and cutting-off the Family of David from 
ce the Kingdom, gave it to thee; So, on the other hand, in re- 


ce turn for all theſe Bounties and Benefits, thou haſt now moſt 


< ungratefully caſt-off him that exalted thee, and ſet-up 
« (Gods of thine own Fancy, and of the Founders making, in 
ce Preference to the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and in Con- 
«© tempt of my Majeſty and Power. Wherefore, I will now 
c forthwith raze thee and thy Family out of the Roll of Man- 
* kind; give your Carcaſſes to the Dogs, and to the Fowls of 
ce the Air, and ſet-up another King over my People, that ſhall 
© not leave one living Man of the Houſe of Zeroboam upon 
« the Face of the Earth; and the very Multitude ſhall not 
* eſcape the Stroke of Divine Juſtice neither; for they ſhall 
© be exterminated out of the good Land they were poſleſs'd 
* of, and driven away and diſpers'd beyond Euphrates, for 
* being wicked after their King's Example, in adoring is 
Gods, to the Contempt of Me and my Commandments. Wo- 
man, begone to your Huſband now, and make haſte, and 
tell him, as I have told you: And for what concerns your 
Child, you ſhall find it dead when you come back; for 
the very Moment you enter the City he ſhall breathe his 
i laſt. He ſhall be lamented, and bury'd with the Solem- 
* nity of a publick Mourning, as the only Creature of 7e- 
% roboam's Family that had any thing of Good in it.” The 
Woman haſten'd away in a Fright, upon what ſhe had heard ; 
and miſerably bewailing the Loſs of her poor Boy all the Way 
ſhe paſs'd ; went ſtraight to her Huſband'; and the more haſte 
ſhe made, the ſooner the Child dy'd; for being come to her 


cc 
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Journey's End, ſhe found the Child dead, as the Prophet ſore- 


told her, and ſo gave her Huſband an Account at length of 
the diſmal Story ſhe had in Charge from the Prophet. 


—— 


CHAP. V.* 


Abias he King of Judah gets a great Victory over Jero- 


boam Aing of Irael. Abias dies, and leaves Aſa his 
Succeſſor. The Death of Jeroboam. Nadab his Son 
ſucceeds him. Baaſha kills Nadab, and extirpates 
the whole Kace of Jeroboam, | 


Eroboam, in Defiance of all theſe Judgments, made great 
J Levies ſtill, and march'd out with an Army againſt Abias 
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the Son of Rehoboam, who was then King of the Two Tribes 
in the Right of his Father; making little Doubt of his Sue. 
cels, againſt a Prince of ſo little Experience, either in Go. 
vernment or Arms: But Abias was ſo far from being terri. 
fy'd at this Preparation, that beyond all Ex pectation from a 
Perſon of his Years, * he preſently drew together an Army 


out of the Two Tribes, and advanced with it toward 7erobg. 


am, in a certain Place they called the Mount Samaron ; and 
there encamping himſelf, he made ready for a Battle. He 
had in his Army four Hundred Thouſand: Men, and Jero. 
boam double the Number. As the two Armies were both 
drawn-up and ready to engage, Abias advanced to a little E- 
minence upon a Riſing- Ground, and from thence held u 
his Hand to beſpeak a Silence, and an Attention to what he 
had to ſay ; which was preſently agreed to, and the Sum of 
bis Diſcourſe was this. 

“ Good People, ſays he, you cannot be ignorant of God's 
c Promiſes, that this Kingdom ſhould be continu'd to Da- 
« vid, and his Poſterity for many Ages. Now this being 
ce the very Caſe, I cannot but wonder to ſee my Father de- 
& ferted, and J7eroboam his Subject taken into his Places; and 
te you yourſelves in Arms againſt the Divine Right of a Go- 
& vernment ſettled by God himſelf: And not content with 
ce that neither, unleſs you can force the rightful Heir out of 
© the ſmall Remainder that is left him, when Feroboam hath 


* already by Violence and Uſurpation, engroſs'd the greater 


< Part of the Kingdom to, himſelf. But he is not long to en- 
& joy the Fruit of his Wickedneſs ; for God will call him to 
« a ſevere Account for his Iniquities, and put an end to this 
© Courle of Rapine and Oppreſſion ; which he himſelf is ſo far 
* from doing, that he makes it his daily Bus'neſs to continue, 
& and to inflame a moſt impious Sedition : And what was 
© the true Ground and Reaſon now at laſt of this Defettion; 
ce my Father never did you any Injury; only by the Advice 
c of evil Counſel, Jeroboan himſelf being in the Bottom of 
& it, he let fall an unlucky Word or two; and upon this, 
© you all went off in a Huff, abandoning your Duty, not 
* only to my Father, but to God himſelf, and to his Laws, 
& and all Things that arg Sacred. You ſhould have weigh'd 
« Matters with Allowances for humane Frailty. You ſhould 
«© have conſider'd that my Father was a Young Man, and 
* one that does not ſet up for an Orator. You ſhould have 


* conſidered him again as the Son of Solomon too, your Royal 
| Patron 
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« Patron and Benefactor. Now all this together might have 
« aton'd, methinks, for a wry Word or two; and it would 
c have been but Reaſon, to have born a little with the Sox, 
ce for the Father's Sake, But theſe are Thoughts never came 
« near your Heart, I perceive ; nor truly are they ever like 
« todo, if a Body may judge by the Army that is advancing 
« againſt us. And what is it you have to truſt to at laſt ? If 
« your Golden Calves, your Altars, and your High-Places ; 
« *tis not your Religion that you depend upon, but your 
ce Wickedneſs : Beſides that you have the Laws of God and 
& Man to contend withal. Piety and Juſtice will have the bet- 
ce ter of you in the Concluſion : And you do manifeſtly fight 
© againſt both in this Cauſe, and in fighting againſt us, who 
«© have conſtantly aſſerted the Worſhip, and the Reverence 
c that we owe to the True God,; not a God of Vood, or 
& Stone, or the Impoſture of a wicked King upon a credu- 
“ lous Multitude, but God the Maker of all Things and of 
© all Things that are made, the Beginning, and the End. 
% Wherefore let me adviſe you to repent of your paſt Sins 
« and Follies, and to betake yourſelves to ſounder Counſels 
5 for the Future: Or if you muſt needs be contending, let 
it be for the Defence of, and not in Oppoſition to thoſe 
* Laws that have made you ſo great and happy.” 

While Abias was upon his Harangue, a Detachment of 7e- 
roboam's Army had ſlipt away by Stealth, and gotten upon 
the King's Rear ſo unexpectedly, that his People were not a 
little ſtartled at theSurprize, till he himſelf hearten'd them up, 
and bad them caſt themſelves upon God; for the Cauſe, he told - 
them, was his, who was not to be over-reach'd by Stratagen: 
and Trick. TheſeWords of the King's brought them to them- 
ſelves again, and ſo they went preſently to their Prayers; 
till at laſt the Prieſt ſounding a Charge, they fell on, with a 
mighty Clamour, and fo victoriouſly upon the Enemy, that, 
-with the Help of God, they put them to a total, abſolute 
Rout, and made ſuch a Slaughter, as no Story, either Greek, 
or Barbarous, ever came up to. There were five Hundred 
Thouſand Men flain upon the Place; a Victory never to be 
forgotten: Their ſtrongeſt Towns taken and rifled ; Berhel, 
and them, With their Dependancies. After this Blow, 7erc- 
boam was ſo broken, that he was never able to make any 
further Attempt ſo long as Abias was living; who dy'd not 
long after in the third Year of his Reign, and was bury'd at 
Feruſalem, 1n the Sepulchre of his Anceſtors. He left two 
and twenty Sons behind him, and ſixteen Daughters; which 
he had all by fourteen Sy Aa his Son ſucceeded him, 
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whoſe Mother's Name was Maacha; and under his Govern. 
ment, the 1/-aelites enjoy'd a Ten Years Peace. 

This is all that we find written of Abias ; and after him 
dy'd Jeroboam, the King of the Ten Tribes, in the ſecond 
Year of the Reign of 4/a, and the two and twentieth of his 
own. His Son Nadaò ſucceeded him, and liv'd in a kind of 
Competition for Malice and Impiety, with the Character of 
his Father, and reigned only two Years : In which Time he 
led out an Army againlt Gabathon a City of the Phili/tines 

-upon an Opinion that he might take it by a Siege ; but in 
the mean time, he was cut off by the Treachery of a familiar 
Friend, whoſe Name was Baa/ha, the Son of Machel; who 1 
ſeiz'd upon the Government, and deſtroy'd the whole Fami- 
ly ; which made good the Words of the Prophet,“ That the 
* Dogs ſhould eat him of Feroboam's Stock that dy'd in the 
« City, and that the Fowls of the Air ſhould eat him that WW. 
“ dy'd in the Field.” This was the End of 7eroboam, and 

| his Family; and the Judgment was juſt upon them for their . 
impious Apoſtacy. 


—— 1 „ 


CHAP, VI. 


Aſa the King of Judza was an excellent Perſon. He | 
gave a very great Overthrow to Zaræus the King of | 


Ethiopia. The King of Damaſcus joins againſ? Baaſha | 
the King of Iſrael, who is murder d by Creon ; and | 


Elah, his Son and Succeſſor, aſſaſſinated by Zimri. 


} A $4, the King of Feruſalem, was a Man ſo conſcienti- 

| oully ſtrict, both in his Religion, and in his Morals, 
that he led a Life, in Word, Thought, and Deed, in a moſt 
ſerupulous Conformity to the Laws of God and Nature. He 
rectify'd all that he found amiſs in his Government; purg'd 
his Dominions from all extravagant Luſts, and foreign Abo- 
minations. He had a fele& Body of Men armed with Lan- 
ces and Shields, to the Number of three hundred Thouſand, 
of the Tribe of Judah; and of the Tribe of Benjamin he had 
two hundred and fifty Thouſand with Bows and Bucklers. 
In the tenth Year of his Reign, Zareus, a King of Æthiopia, 
marched againſt him with an Army of nine hundred Thou- 
 - | ſand 
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and Foot, one hundred Thouſand Horſe, and three Hun- 
ared Chariots, When he was advanc'd as far as Mareſa, 2 
City in the Dependancy of Judah, 4/a went out to meet 
2 0 him, and rang'd his Army not far from the City, in a cer- 
tain Valley called Saphatha. Upon the Sight of ſo prodigi- 
Nous a Multitude of Men, “ 4/a called out to God for his 
Wy cc Afiſtance, and that he would vouchſafe to proſper his 
„ Arms, and give him Victory over ſo formidable an Ene 
amy: For it was wholly in a Dependance upon his Divine 
FFF <* Goodneſs that he had now undertaken this Enterprize ; 
WE < concluding with an Ejaculation, that he wholly reſign'd 
g < himſelf to his bleſſed Pleaſure, whoſe Power was more 
( then ſufficient to ſupply the Want either of Strength or 
Number.“ Upon this Prayer of 4/a's, God was pleaſed 
to encourage him with a Token and Aſſurance of Victory. 
in this Confidence, 4/2 charg'd the Enemy, and with fo 
great Bravery, that with a mighty Slaughter, and a total 
Rout, he purſu'd them to the Plain of Gerar : And there 
= quitting the Purſuit, he took, and rifled Gerar itſelf, and 
= !ikewiſe the Enemy's Camp, with a vaſt Booty in Gold, Ca- | 
mels, Flocks and Herds. Upon gaining this mighty Victory, | 
through the Goodneſs of Divine Providence, the King retur- I; 
ned with his Army to 7eru/alem, laden with the Spoil. As K 
| they were upon the Way, not far from the Place, the Pro- 
phet 4zariah call'd to them to make a Stand, and then told 
them as follows. God hath been pleaſed, /ays he, to bleſs 
you with this glorious Victory, in Conſideration of your 
* Juſtice, your Piety, and your Obedience to his Will and 
* Commandments ; and if you go on as you have begun, you 
* may expect the ſame Providential Advantages and Succeſſes 
in all your Affairs for the time to come. But if ever you 
* falter in your Religion, you will find in all Reſpects the 
«© clear contrary; and that the Time will come, wherein there 
** ſhall not be a true Prophet among you, nor a Prieſt an- 
„ ſwerable to the Dignity of his Function. -Your Cities ſhall 
„be laid level with the Ground; your Nation ſeatter'd-like 
* Vagabonds over the Earth, without any Seat or Habitati- 
on that they can call their own. Wherefore, ſays he, let 
me adviſe you while you have Time, to apply yourſelves 1 
* to the Study and Practice of Virtue : And finally, to join | | 
„with Thankſgiving in the Acknowledgment and Enjoy- 1 
| © ment of the Bleſſings of God's Favour.” Theſe Words of 
the Prophet were a great Rejoicing to the Hearts both of King 
and People ; who thereupon made it their expreſs Bus'neſs, 
publick and private, one and all, to keep their 1 f 
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ſacred, and inviolate, in the Obſervance of the Laws: In 
order to which End, the King had his Commiſſioners every 
where up and down thorough his Dominions, to attend that 

Care and Duty. 
This was the Poſture of Aſa's Affairs, the King of the 2 
Tribes. I ſhall now return to Baafha, the King of the Mae. 
lites : He, that when he had kill'd Nadab the Son of Ferobs. 
am, ſeiz'd the Kingdom to his own Uſe. This Prince reign'd 
four Years, and his Palace was in Tarſhiſh : A Man, that 
for all Sorts of Lewdneſs and Impiety, went beyond either 
Feroboam, or his Son; a tyrannical Oppreſſor of his People,. 
and of a ſtubborn and contumacious Spirit toward God him- 
ſelf: * Inſomuch that © The Word of the Lord came to Ci. 
% mon the Prophet, commanding him to tell Baaſba, that 
% God had fully determin'd to root out him and his Family 
& from off the Earth, as he had done 7eroboam before him, 
for his Ingratitude to that Power and Goodneſs that raiſed 
« him to the Throne; and for his Tyranny and Impiety in 
« the Exerciſe of his Government, without any Regard to 
«© Righteouſneſs, or Juſtice : Two Virtues that are above all 
% others, the moſt acceptable to God, and profitable to the 
* People; telling him further, that ſince he thought fit to 
« make Feroboam his Example for all Manner of Iniquity, it 
« was but reaſonable to have him as exemplary in his Mi- 
« (ery and Puniſhment.” Baaſha, after all theſe frightſul 
Denouncings, ſtood his Ground, as if it had been a Point of 
Honour to affront his Maker ; and as if the Prophet had ra- 
ther promiſed him a Reward for his Wickedneſs, then threa- 
ten'd him with the Stroke of ſo dreadful a Vengeance. $0 
that he went on ſtill, heaping Sins upon Sins, and every 
Day worſe then other, without any Care or Thought how 
to avert the Judgment, and reconcile himſelf to God: Nay, 
without the leaſt Motion, or Diſpoſition toward Amend- 
ment, or Repentance. In the Concluſion, he march'd with 
an Army to Ramath, a Place of ſome Note, and a matter of 
ſome forty Furlongs from Jeruſalem. He took it, and forti- 
fy'd it, with an Intent to make it the Seat of the War, as 2 
commodious Station for the Advantage of making Inroads 
into the Dominions of 4/a.. Now Aſa was not without 
ſome Apprehenſion of the Quality of his Deſign ; and com- 
puting with himſelf how great a Danger the Neighbourhood 
of ſo powerful an Army might bring upon his Country, he 
ſeat Embaſſadors preſently to the King of Damaſcus, with 
8 5 ; Money 


—— „— 5 < 


* x Kings 16. 


Money and Preſents, inviting him over to his Alliance, out 
of a Reſpect to the former Friendſhip that had been betwixt 
thoſe two Families. This King receiv'd the Money and Pre- 
ſents; brake off with Baaſha, and enter'd into a League 
with 4ſz ; ſending an Army ſome ſhort Time after, into the 
Territory of Baaſha ; fell upon his Towns and ſtrong Holds 
in that hurry ; burning ſome, and rifling others, as Achion, 
Dan, and Abelmaen. Upon the News of this Incurſion, the 
King of the 1/raclites quitted Ramah, and went back to look 
to himſelf nearer home: But 4/a erected two ſtrong Towns 
there out of the Materials that Baafha left behind him; cal- 
ling the one Gaba, and the other Maſpha. This was the laſt 
of Baaſha's Military Adventures ; for he was cut off by Creon, 
and bury'd in the City of Arſanes : his Son Elah ſucceeding 
him: He himſelf being afterward treacherouſly {lain by Zim- 
ri, the Maſter of one Diviſion of his Horſe, in the ſecond 
Year of his Reign, as he was drinking with O/a, the Stew- 
ard of his Houſe ; a Troop of Horſe breaking in upon him, 
in the Abſence of his Guards and Officers, who were then a- 
broad at the Siege of Gabathon, a City of the Phili/tines. 
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Zimri murders Elah the King of Iſrael : And the Army 
chuſes Omri King. He ſets Fire to the Place and 
burns himſelf with it. Ahab ſucceeds to Omri; a 
wicked Prince. Elias fortels his Ruin. Jehu anoint- 
ed King of Iſrael; and Hazael Aing of Syria. Na- 


(>: 


both ond at the Inſtigation of Jezebel. 


Z Inri, after this Exploit, advanced himſelf from Maſter of 
the Horſe, to the Throne; and according to the Predi- 
ction of Gimon, totally extinguiſhed the whole Race of Baa- 
fha; which was utterly rooted out for their Wickedneſs, after 
the Method of the Deſtruction that befel Feroboam. The News 
| of the King's Death coming to.Gabathon when the Army was 
before the Town, and that Zimri, the Ajjafjin, had taken the 
Government to himſelf, the Army preſently choſe Omri, the 
Captain of the Guards for their King, who raiſes the Siege, and 
immediately goes away to Tirzah, and takes it by Storm. 
£imri finding the City without a Guard, withdraws himſelf 


into a private Apartment in the Palace ; gives Fire to't, and 
Nn | burns 
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burns himſelf and the Houſe together. This was in the ſe. 
venth Day of his Reign. All Things were now in a Con- 
fuſion, and the People immediately divided into two Facti— 
ons; the one was for Thaman, and the other for Omri : But 
the latter carry'd it; for Thaman was ſlain, and COmri had 
the whole Government to himſelf. This was in the thirtieth 
Year of the Reign of {/a ; and Omri govern'd twelve Vears; 
fix at Tirzah, and the reſt at Mareon; which the Greeks call 1 
Samaria. He gave it the Name of Samareon, from Samar, 
the Man's Name that ſold the Mountain whereupon it was 
built. He differ'd little from the former Kings, but in the 
degree of being (till worſe ; for they all made it their Bus'neſs 
to alienate the Peoples Hearts from the Love and Service of 
God, by the repeated Practices of daily Wickedneſs : Where- 
fore 1 in his Wrath made uſe of them ſucceſſively for the 
Deſtruction one of another; till in the End, the whole Race 
was extinct, This Prince dy'd at Samaria, and Ahab his Son 
reigned in his ſtead. In the Courſe of this Revolution, we 
are given to underſtand how the Wiſdom and Providence of 
God interpoſes in humane Affairs, and in ſhow'ring down 
Bleſſings upon the Righteous, and in the utter Extirpation 
of the Wicked. For the Kings of the 1/raelites were in a 
ſhort Time cut off, with the whole Families, by the Hands of 
one another : Only Aja the King of Ferufalem, and of the 
Two Tribes, liv'd happily, and in the Favour of God, to a 
great Age, in Conſideration of his Piety and Juſtice ; and af. 
ter a Reign of one and forty Years, departed this Life with 
Comfort. His Son 7ehaſtaphat that he had by Abida, ſuc- 
ceeding him, and no leſs a Succeſſor to his Father's Virtues, 
then to his Government, propoſing to himſelf the Holineſs, 
and the Bravery of- David for his Example : But this is e- 
nough ſaid for this Place. 

Ahab, the King of the Ifnuelites, took up his abode at Sa. 
maria, where he ruled two and twenty Years, without any 
Innovation in the Government, ſaving only where he made 
Things worſe than he found them. He was a faithful Imi- 
tator of the worſt of his Predeceſſors in the worſt of Things, 
and moit particularly of 7eroboam : Not only in the worſhip- 
Ping of his Golden Calves, but in the multiplying and ſu- 
peradding of other heinous Offences. He took to Wife Fe- 
zebel, the Daughter of E7h-baal then King of Tyre and Sidon, 
. who drew him over to the Idalatry of worſhipping her Coun- 
try Gods. She was a Woman of a raſh, enterprizing Hu- 
mour ; and of fo impetuous, and ungovernable a Spirit, 
that ſhe bad the Confidence to erect a Temple to Baal, Fr 
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God of the Tyriatis ; to plant Groves for Superſtition, of all 
Sorts of Trees, and to appoint her Prieſts and falſe Prophets 
expreſly for that Idolatrous Service. Now theſe were a Sort 
of People that the King was well enough pleas'd to have a- 
bout him ; being a Man violently bent upon any daring of 
malicious Wickedneſs, beyond all that ever went before him. 
There came to 4hab, about that Time, a certain Prophet. He 
was a Tiſhbite, and born in the City of Gilead.“ His 
« Meſlage was to tell the King, that from the Time of his go- 
© ing away, there ſhould not be one Drop of Rain, or ſo 
& much as the leaſt Sign of a Dew in that Province, till he 
c came back again; confirming his Prediction with a ſtrong 
& Aſſeveration, that ſo it ſhould be.” So ſoon as he had de- 
liver'd his Errand, he went away to the Southward, till he 
came to a Torrent, where he might ſupply himſelf with Wa- 
ter, and there he ſtop'd for the preſent ; the Ravens, time 
after time, bringing him Meat. The Drought continuing 
and enereaſing, the Channel was dry'd up; whereupon God 
warned the Prophet to remove to Sareptha, which is a Town 
betwixt Tyre and Sidon: A Voice from Heaven foretelling 
him, © That he ſhoul:l find a Widow-HWoman there that would 
feed and provide for him.” He follow'd his Order, and 
being come almoſt to the End of his Journey, ſpy'd a poor 
Woman gathering of Sticks, not far from the Port, which 
Woman he underſtood by a Divine Impulſe, was to be his 
Narſe : So he call'd to het to give him a little Water to drink; 
and as ſhe was going to fetch it, he ſpake to her again to 
bring him a little Bread too. The Woman ſolemnly pro- 
teſted to him, that ſhe had nothing in the Houſe, but one 
Handful of Meal, and a little Oil, and that ſhe was now 
getting a few Sticks for a Fire to bake a Cake of it for her- 
elf, and her Son; and when that was eaten, they muſt even 

ſtarve; for ſhe had not one Bit more in the World. Well! 
« ſays the Prophet, good Woman, go thy ways with a good 
Heart, and hope for better Things, and bring me a Piece of 
eit when it is ready; for I do aſſure thee that when we have 
“all eaten our fill, thy Barrel ſhall never be without Meal 
* nor thy Cruiſe without Oil, till God ſhall ſend Rain upon 
the Earth.” The Woman did as the Prophet bad her, and 
found his Words to be true; for they had all Three their 
Bellies full, and the Proviſion was {ill recruited again as it 
waſted, till this miſerable Drought was over. Menander 
ſpeaks of it in the Hiſtory of Eth-baal a King of the Tyrians, 
1 „ n 
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cc In his Time, ſays he, there was an extreme Drought for 


« want of Rain, that laſted from the Month of Hyperberetæus, 
& till the ſame Month again next Year, There were Prayers 
“ indeed put up for the averting of the Judgment, which 


c were follow'd with mighty Claps of Thunder.” This 


Prince built Botrys in Phenicia, and Juzates in Africa. This 
was undoubtedly the Drought under Ahab; for it was in his 
Reign that E:h-baal was King of Tyre, as Menander has it in 
his Commentaries. 


At, or about this Time, the Woman's Son of the Houſe 


fell deſperately ſick ;: and the Mother, in a paſſionate Extra- 
vagance of raging and exclaiming for the Loſs of her Boy, 
laid the Blame upon the Prophet. This Man, /ays /he, that 
I have entertain'd, hath diſcover'd my Sins, and now 
* brovght this Judgment upon me.” The Child being abſo- 
lutely given over for dead, the Propher bad the Woman 
comfort herſelf, and deliver up her Son into his Arms; with 
an Aſſurance that he would ſuddenly reſtore him to her alive 
again. He took him up, and carry'd him into his Chamber; 
laid him upon his Bed, and offer'd up a Prayer to God for 
bim. Lord! (/ays he) This will look like an ill Requiral 
& to my Preſerver, to have her Son taken from her while I 


am in the Family: Be pleaſed in thy infinite Goodneſs to 
reſtore this innocent Creature to Life again.” God was 


pleaſed upon the Prophet's Supplication, beyond all Thoughts, 


or Expectation, to call the Child to Life again, that the poor 


Woman might not have any Misfortune to complain of while 
the Prophet was in the Family. The Child, upon this Pray. 
er, was revived, and the Woman with great Thankfulneſs 
to the Prophet, found herſelf now fully convinc'd, ſhe /aid, 
that he was authoriz'd and directed by the Spirit of God. 
*The Prophet, a while after this was ſent to Abab to tell 
him, that there ſhould ſuddenly be Rain, The Famine was now 


ſo pinching all over the Country, and ſo general a Scarcity 


of all Neceflaries for Life, that not only the People were rea- 
dy to ſtarve for want of Bread ; but the very Cattle alſo, and 
other Animals upon the Point of periſhing, for want of Food 
and Forage ; fo parching was the Drought every where. In 
this Diſtreſs, the King ſent for Cbadiah, the Overſeer of his 
Stables and his Grounds, to come to him, and to ſearch eve-— 
ry where about the Brooks and Rivers for Graſs for his Horſes 
and Herds ; charging him by all Means to get Elias the Pro- 
phet to him ; whom they had been looking up and * 

or, 
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for, but could not find him: So the King walk'd-on, and 
bad his Bayliff follow him; and when they had gone a- while 
together, the King ſtruck. off into one Way, and Ohadiab in- 
to another. This 0badiah was a very good and holy Man; 
and at the Time when Queen Fezebe/ was in the Heat of 
her bloody Perſecution againſt the Prophets, he concealed 
and protected a Hundred of them in Caves, and fed them 
with Bread and Water. The King and Obadiah were no 
ſooner parted, but the latter met Elias upon the Way; and 
finding who he was, by his Anſwer to the Queſtion, he did 
him Reverence. The Prophet after a while, deſir'd 9badiah 
to go to the King and tell him that he was a- coming. Why 
« what have I done, ſays Obadiah, to be ſent of ſuch an Er- 
© rand, to a Perſon that is at this Time looking after you to 
e put you to Death? And there is no Torment you are not 
& to expect whenever he catches you. But what now, when 
© I'goto the King, if the Spirit that governs you as it pleaſes, 
£ ſhould carry you another Way; and when you are not to 
& be found, my Head lies at ſtake to anſwer for you? Pray 
be not ſo indifferent in a Caſe where my Life is in ſo much 
* Danger. You may aflure yourſeif, I do not want Af- 
* feftion for your Party, that ran the Riſk of preſerving 
* a Hundred of your Prophets from the Rage of 7ezebel, and 
* to this Day maintain them in Caves upon my own Account. 
% Well, ſays the Prophet, tear nothing; but go to the King, 
« upon my ſolemn Oath, and promiſe that I will come to 
% him.” So ſoon as 4hab underſtood that Elias was there, 
he mended his Pace, and in Haſte and Indignation, marching 
toward him, call'd out: Are you, /ays he, at this Day 
be the Troubler of 1/-ael ? Are you the Occaſion of this 
_ © Drought and Famine ?” Elias told him with Liberty and 
Aſſurance, * That it was Ahab himſelf; and his Family, and 
* their bringing-in of foreign and falſe Gods, and the ſup- 
* preſling of the True Religion; that was the Cauſe of all 
4 their Miſery, Pray, ſays the Prophet, will you give Order 
< for all the People to meet in a Congregation upon Mount 
* Carmel, and let your own, and your Wife's Prophets be 
there allo ; (expreſſing the very Number of them.) Summon 
“ likewiſe the Prophets of your Groves, (about four Hun- 
© dred more or leſs.)” The King ſummon'd them, and they 
met accordingly : Elias ſtanding in the middle of the Throng, 
and calling out to them after this Manner. How long, 
« ſays he, will you ſtand wavering betwixt two Opinions. 
* If you believe ours to be the True and the Only God, 
© obey him, and keep his Commandments ; or if you are 
| | A rather 
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4 rather of Opinion for the worſhipping of ſtrange Gods, 
& take what you like,” The People making no Anſwer to 
what he ſaid, Elias went-on, and proceeded to this Chal- 
lenge. ** If, /ays he, you have a mind to be certainly aſſur'd 
«© which Worſhip is the Right, yours or ours ; here do I 
& ſtand a ſingle Prophet on the one fide, to defend the 
% Cauſe againſt three Hundred on the other. I will take an 
6% Ox, and lay it upon a Pile of Wood, without putting 
% any Fire to it; Let them do the ſame Thing, and call up- 
% on their Gods to ſet their Pile in a Flame. By this means 
* you will be able to diſtinguiſh the true from the falſe.” 
'The People were well enough pleas'd with the Experiment, 
and Elias bad A4hab's Prophets take an Ox, as is ſaid before, 
and call upon their Gods by their Names, giving them the 
Precedency of being the firſt to offer up the Sacrifice. When 
they had pray'd, and call'd a good while, and without any 
Effect, Elias turn'd their Superſtition to Ridicule, and bad 
them cry out louder ; for their Gods might poſlibly be upon a 
Journey, or aſleep perhaps, At this rate they went on, with 
Outcrics and Exclamations, from Morning till Noon, cutting 
and lancing their Bodies, after the Cuſtom of their way of 
Worſhipping ; and all to no manner of Purpole. Now 
when it came to the other's turn to ſacrifice, and theſe fas 
natical Oblations were taken away, Elias ſpake to the Mul- 
* titude to draw nearer, and to ſpy every where if they could 
, find any Fire that was ſecretly convey'd there.” Upon their 
coming-up, Elias took Twelve Stones, to anſwer the Number 
of the Twelve Tribes, and erected an Altar out of them, cut- 
ting a deep Ditch about it. The Wood was fitted, and laid 
upon the Altar the Sacrifice upon the Pile, and four Veſſels 
of Fountain-Water caſt upon the Altar,; ſo that it ran- off, and 
f11d., the Trenches. When every thing was ready, Elias 
4 calld upon God, and beſaught him to ſhew his Power now 
&* for the Conviction of a miſtaken and unbelieving People.” 
While the Words were yet between his Lips, there fell a Fire, 
as from Heaven, down upon the Altar, that in the Sight of 
the People conſum'd the Sacrifice, and dry'd-up all the Wa- 
ter, about the Altar, and in the Ditch. The Maelites, upon 
this Prodigy, fell proſtrate upon the Ground, and agreed in 
the Adoration of one Deity ; conſeſſing him to be the Great, 
and only True God: And for the reſt, they look'd upon them 
to be only the vain Imaginations of weak Men. The four 
Hundred Prophets were taken, and put to Death, by the 


Command of Elias who then bad the King go to Dinner, 


4 


without troubling himſelf any further. 
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When the King was gone, Elias went up to the Top of 
Carmel ; where he ſat down upon the Ground, and laying 
his Head upon his Knees ; order'd his Servant to get-up to 
a Rock toward the Sea, and look about him, if he could ſee 

_ ever a Cloud. He went up again and again; but ſtill ſaw 

nothing : At laſt, after the ſeventh Time, looking about 
him, he ſaid he ſaw ſomething blachiſh in the Air about the 
Bigneſs of a Man's Hand. So ſoon as Elias heard that, he 
ſent away immediately to Ahab, to make haſte to the City ; 

for he would be taken in a very great Shower elſe : And by 
the time he was come to the City of Fezree/, the whole Air 
was dark and overcaſt, and there fell immediately a pouring 
Rain. The Prophet, in the mean time, by the ſpecial Aſ- 
ſiſtance of God, ran before Ahab's Chariot, till he came to 
Jezreel. 

* When it came to the Ear of 7ezebel, the Wife of Ahab, 
what Wonders Elias had done, and how he had kill'd all 
her Prophets, ſhe ſent him threat'ning Meſſages, that his 
Life ſhould anſwer for theirs. Elias, upon theſe Menaces, 

led to Beerſheba, which is in the fartheſt Part of Judæa, and 
bordering upon /dumea : In which Place he left his Servant, 
and ſo went away into the Wilderneſs, where he laid himſelf 
down, as a Man weary of Life, and calling for Death. 
Lord ! /ays he, I am not better then thoſe that are gone 

_© before me; and I find no Temptations left me to the De- 

e fireof longer Life.” So he laid himſelf down under a Tree, 

and there fell aſleep, till ſome thing or ſome body waken'd | 
him, he knew not how, nor for what; and upon raiſing 
himſelf, he found Meat and Drink ſet before him, which he ' 
fed heartily upon ; and in the Strength of that Refreſhment 

he went forward to Mount Sinai, the Place where, according 

to our Tradition, God deliver'd the Law to Mo/es. There F 
was a large convenient Cave there, which he enter'd into, if 
with ſome Thought of taking it up for his Habitation. ; 
W hile he was there, the Queſtion was put to him, how he 
came to leave the City, and wander thus in the Deſart. He 
heard the Voice diſtinctly; but whence it came he knew 
not. His Anſwer was, That upon the killing of the falſe 
Prophets, and preaching the Doctrine to the People of only 
One God, and that God only to be worſhipped, the Queen 1m 
for this Crime threaten'd to have him put to Death. He was 
commanded after this, by the ſame Voice, to quit the Cavern 4 
the next Day, and receive Inſtructions how to govern him- 
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{ſelf for the future, The Day following, he came out from 
his Retreat ; and immediately upon it, there was a great 
Earthquake, and after the Earthquake, the Appearance in 
the Air of a blazing Fire ; which Fire was follow'd with a 
little Pauſe of Silence, and after that a ſtill Voice, bidding 


him Fear nothing, for his Enemies ſhould not prevail againſt 


bim; and fa commanded him back again by the Way of 
Damaſcus, and there to anoint Hazael King of Aram: And 
Fehu the Son of Vimſbi King over ſrael; and to anoint E- 
liſha alſo, of Abel, Prophet in his Room: For that God was 


reſolved to root out all the Wicked from the Land by the 


Stroke of Divine Juſtice ; and thoſe that ſcap'd the Sword 
of Fehu, to fall by that of Hazael. Upon theſe Words Elias 
preſently return'd according to his Order, and found Eliſha 
the Son of Shaphat ploughing, in Company of others, with 
twelve Yoke of Oxen. He went to him, and caſting his 
Cloak over him, Eliſha immediately began to propheſy ; 
quitted his Oxen, and preſented himſelf to follow him; on- 
ly deſiring to take leave of his Father and Mother before he 
departed for good and all. This was granted him, and up- 
on his Return from his Parents, he became thenceforward a 
Diſciple and Companion to Elias: Which ſhall ſuffice at 
preſent for the State of his Affairs. ä 

* It happen'd that one Naboth of Fezreel had a Vine- 
yard near the Palace of Ahab, the King of Samaria, which lay 
contiguous to the King's Grounds. Ahab had a mighty Mind 


to take this Parcel of Land into his own Gardens, and fo 
was often at Naboth to let him have it, either in Exchange 


for ſome Equivalent in another Place, or otherwiſe for a 
Sum of Money. MNaboth excus'd himſelf, that it was his In- 
heritance, and in fo particular a Manner the Gift of Provi- 
dence, that he could not part with it, either for Money, or 
otherwiſe. This Diſappointment upon another Man's E- 


ſtate, was as much to 4hab, as if he had loſt his own: Info- 


much that he fell ſad, and ſick upon it ; refuſing to bathe 
as he uſed to do, and forſaking his Meat. Jezebel, upon this 
Change, became very ſollicitous and inquiſitive to know the 
true Reaſon of ſo wonderful an Alteration, that her Huſband 
ſhould all on a ſudden give over waſhing as he us'd to do, 
and forſake his Meat: So that upon her Importunity, he 
told her the Story of Nabath, and how brutiſhly and ſaucily 
he had behav'd himſelf, © I gave him, /ays Abab, the beſt 

*., Words in the World, and in Truth treated him, even be- 


40 low 
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cc low the Majeſty of a King. I ſpake him fair, in fine, 
« and all I got by't was to be put off at laſt with a Repulſe.“ 
The Queen, on the other ſide, hcarten'd him up to come to 
himſelf again, and bad him never trouble his Head further 
in the Caſe ; for ſhe would undertake to bring it about her- 
ſelf, and Naboth ſhould never carry off this Affront gratis, 
Hereupon fhe wrote Letters in Ahab's Name to the Elders 
and chief Men of 7ezree/ to this Purpoſe; © That they 
& ſhould proclaim a Faſt, call an Aſſembly, and aſſign Na- 
ce both a Place there among the principal Men of the People: 
That they ſhould have three Witneſſes ready, that would 
c ſwear any thing, to give Evidence againſt him, for ſpeaking 
„ Blaſphemy againſt God and the King; upon which Te- 
« ſtimony he ſhould ſtand Convict, and receive Sentence to 
* be ſton'd to Death by the People.” Every thing was done 
according to the Queen's Direction, and Nabeth convict, ſen- 
tenc'd, and ſton'd. Fezebel inſtantly, upon the News of 
this Succeſs, went her way to the King, and told him that 
Naboth's Work was now done, and that he might rake Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Vineyard when he pleas'd, without beating a- 
ny more Bargains for the Price, Ahab was lo overjoy'd at 
what 7ezebel told him, that the firſt Thing he did was to 
take a Journey to his new Purchaſe ; but God ſent Elias to 
him in his Wrath, to charge him with the Murther of the 
true Owner of that Vineyard, and the Iniquity of his uſurp- 
ing upon the Poſſeſhon. When Ahab ſaw the Prophet com- 
ing toward him, he went to him of himſelf with a Confeſſi- 
on in his Mouth, and a Tender of any Satisfaction the Pro- 
phet ſhould require. This he did to prevent the other's be- 
ginning with him. Elias told him, by the Direction, and 
in the Name of God, “ that where the Dogs licked the Blood 
“ of Naboth, they ſhould lick alſo the Blood of Hab and 
% 7ezebel ; and that the whole Race ſhould be rooted out 
« for this flagitious Cruelty, in taking away the Life of an 
© innocent Man by Calumny and Subornation.” Theſe 
Words of the Prephet brought Ahab to the Senſe of a true, 
and of a ſincere Repentance. He mortify'd himſelf in Sack- 
cloth and Faſting, going Bare-foot, and giving all Manife- 
ſtation of a hearty Sorrow for his Sins. So that God ſent 
the Prophet once again to him with another Meſſage; and 
to let him know, that in regard of his Penitence and Humi- 
liation, the Judgment denounced ſhould not be executed in 
his Days, but in the Days of his Son, it ſhould all come to 
| paſs, Upon theſe Words the Prophet went his way. 


GHAT 


CHAP. VII. 


Adad befieges Ahab in Samaria, and is beaten-off. He 
it worſted againſt the next Year, and flees to Ahab 
for Mercy; who treats him kinaly, and diſmiſſes him; 
which the Ferber reproves him for. 


Wðue Matters went thus with Ahab, Adad the King 

of Syria and Damaſcus levy'd a mighty Army out 
of his whole Kingdom, and being joined by two and thirty 
Confederate Kings beyond the Euphrates, he marched with 
this mighty Force againſt Ahab, who did not think it rea- 
ſonable, upon ſo vaſt an Odds of Number, to venture a Bat- 
tle in the plain Field ; but choſe rather to draw his Military 
Men out of the open Country into ſtrong Holds, and forti- 
fy'd Towns; and to keep themſelves upon the defenſive. 
He himſelf made choice of Samaria for his Capital, which 
he reſolv'd to make good. The Place was ſtrong by Situa- 
tion, good Walls, and good Works about it, and a good 
Garriſon to maintain it. The Syrian brought his . be- 
fore it, and began in Form to make his Attacks, ſending a 
Herald to Abab at the ſame time, for Licence to diſpatch 
Embaſſadors to him, with InſtruQions to propoſe what he 
ſhould demand. This was granted, and the Embaſſadors 
ſent, and receiv'd ; having a Commiſſion, as they ſaid, to 
tell him, that his Treaſure, his Wives and his Children, 
were all at Adad's Mercy ; and that if he would acknow- 


fit out of them, he would inſtantly quit the Siege, and with- 
draw his Army. Ahab ſent the Embaſſadors back with this 


ſter's Service. The Syrian, after this Demand and Return, 
- ſent yet another Embaſly ; which was, That upon ſendin 
his Officers and Servants to him next Morning, they mould 
have free Liberty to ſearch all his own Lodgings, with the 
Houſes, and Apartments of all his Relations, and Domeſticks, 
and to take away with them whatever they ſhould think 
worth the while ; and for the Remainder, Ahab might keep 
it to himſelf. 
This Meſſage was the lefs tronbleſome to Abab, becauſe it 
gave him a fair Occaſion of calling a Council, and furniſh'd 
him 
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ledge as much, and permit the other to take what he thought 


Anſwer, That he himſelf, and all he had was at their Ma- 
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him with Matter for a very plauſible and ſeaſonable Debate. 
“ Look you Friends, /ays he, I have had two Propoſals ſent 
« me from Adad; the former for an Acknowledgment that 
«© myſelf, my Wives and Children, are all at his Mercy 
* and upon the Terms of ſuch a Confeſſion, he was to raiſe 
„4 the Siege, Now all this I yielded to, as I would part with 
« any thing of my own Intereſt for the Sake of the publick 
“ Peace, and the common Good of my People: But they are 
«© now come up to inſiſt upon a general Search and Rifle, 
« out of a meer captious Humour, to pick a Quarrel with us: 
6 And nothing leſs, they fay, will do, They began at firſt 
& with my own particular Concerns, out of an Opinion I 
«© would have ſtuck there: But I am now to deliver-up my 
& Country, and my People alſo, which they know I will 
«© never do; and ſo that muſt be the Riſe of a War. But I 
« am ready and reſolv'd at laſt to do only what you ſhall 
« adviſe me to.” The Council cry'd out upon the Infolency of 
this Barbarian, with all the Contempt imaginable ; and gave 
their Voices unanimouſly for a downright War: So the Em- 
baſſadors were ſent away with this Anſwer, That the King 
* would yet agree to their firſt Demands ; but that for the 
« Security and Honour of the Citizens, he would never con- 
“ ſent to the other.” Adad was fo nettled at this Anſwer, 
that he ſent a third Embaſſy, which was much more pe- 
remptory and menacing then the former, Tell their King, 
% ſays Adad, that he values himſelf upon the Strength and 
“ Security of his Walls; but that I will, before he is aware, 
“ caſt-up Works that ſhall over-top them; and that it will 
© be but every Soldier a Handful of Earth to do his Bus'neſs;“ 
giving to underſtand the incredible Number of his People : 
To which Ahab reply'd, that Men of Honour were to diſpute 
with their Swords, not with their Tongues. Adad happen'd to be 
at Supper with his two and thirty Confederate Kings, upon 
the Embaſſador's Arrival with this Anſwer; And he gave 
Orders in the ſame Moment for the Siege, and the Works ; 
and for the doing of every Thing, in fine, that might conduce 
to the Taking of the Town. Abab in the mean while, and 
his Party, were as much down and hopeleſs, as Men could 
well be, till a certain Prophet came to him, and rouz'd him 
with an Aſſurance from God, that he ſhould prevail againſt 
that prodigious Army. Ahab was now deſirous to know by 
what Hands this Victory ſhould be obtain'd. By the Sons, 
ſays he, of the Nobility, and you yourſelf in the Head of them. 
So the King call'd them together to the Number of two Hun- 


dred thirty two; And 4hab having Information that the 
| El. | Syrian 
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Syrian was in the Height of his Cups and Luxury, the Gates 
Were thrown open of a ſudden, and theſe Heroes made 3 
Sally. The Information of this was no ſooner brought to 
Adad, but he forthwith ſent out a Party toward them with 
Orders, that whether they came to fight or to treat, they 
ſhould bring them bound to him. Ahab in the mean time 
had the reſt of his Army in Readineſs within the Walls, to 
iſſue out upon Occaſion. Theſe great Officers Sons firſt en- 
gag'd with the Guards, kill'd a great many of them, and 
purſu'd the reſt up to their Tents, When the King of 1/- 
rael found that they ſucceeded thus far ſo well, he iſſu'd- 
out with the Remainder of the Army, and made a furious 
Charge upon the Syrians; took them at unawares, and 
routed them without any Difficulty, having only Men in 
Drink, and without Arms, to deal withal : So that they 
were forc'd to run for their Lives; Adad himſelf getting off 
only by the Swiftneſs of his Horſe. They had, in ſhort, the 
Chaſe of them a great Way, killing thoſe they overtook; and 
ſo with a mighty rich Booty of Gold, Silver, and Equipages, 
that they took in the Tents, and the very Chariots and Hor- 
ſes of Adad, they march'd back again to the City. The Pro- 
phet however adviſed the King, after all this, to have an Ar- 
my in Readineſs to take the Field next Spring; for Adad 
would give him Occaſion for it. So 4hab prepares vigorouſly 
for it on the one hand; and Adad calls his Friends together 
on the other, with the Remains of his broken Army, to adviſe 
how to manage it. Adad's Friends were againſt his fighting 
any more in the Mountains; for the 7ſraelites God, they ſaid, 
was the God of the Mountains: But if they had fought upon 
the Plains, the Iſraelites would have been worſted. They 
gave Counſel alſo for the diſcharging of the Confederate 
Princes from any further Perſonal Service and Attendance ; 
only their Troops to ſtay, and be ſupply'd with good Officers 
in the Head of them; and in the mean time, their Com- 
manders might be levying Recruits of Horſe and Foot to fill 
up their ſhatter'd Companies. The King was well cnough 


pleas'd with this Advice, and ſo apply'd himſelf to his Pre- 


parations. The Spring being now at hand, he march'd his 
Army againſt the Zebrews, and pitch'd his Camp in a large 
Plain, according to the Advice of his Prophets, not far from 
the City of Apheca. Ahab in the mean time, with his Troops, 
advanced, and drew-up juſt over againſt him, though many 
Thouſands ſhort of the Number of the Syrians. While they 
were facing one another, the Prophet came to the Hebrews 
with an- Aſſurance from God, that they ſhould be victorious, 


and 
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and that the Enemies ſhould find the God of the Mountains 
to be the God of the Valleys too. The Armies continu'd for 


ſix Days in the ſame Station without moving; and upon 


the ſeventh they advanc'd on both Sides in a Line, and ſtruck 
the Battle. It was hard fought at firſt ; but when the Syri- 
ans found that they were not able to ſtand the Shock any: 
longer they turn'd their Backs immediately, and every Man 
ſhifted for himſelf, in a direct Rout, with the Enemy cloſe: 
at their Heels. Betwixt thoſe, in fine, that were ſlain upon 
the Purſuit, and thoſe that perifl'd by Mifadventure in the 
Confufion of their Flight, by their own Chariots and Men ; 
ſome torn to pieces, others trampled upon, and trod to Death, 
the Calamity was very great. Thole that got into Apheca, 
the only Place they had to fly to, were not many, conſider- 
ing ſo mighty a Body of Men ; and then they reckon about 
ſeven and twenty Thouſand bury'd under the Ruins of the 
Walls; beſide a Matter of a Hundred Thouſand that were 
ſlain in the Battle, | | 

Adad, with ſome of his truſtieſt Officers and Servants, got 
into a Cave and hid himſelf, where {ome of thoſe about him 
took up a Diſcourſe of the natural Humanity and good Na- 
ture of the Hebrews ; and upon the Iſſue, advis'd their Ma- 
ſter to caſt himſelf at Ahab's Feet for Mercy, in Confidence 
that upon ſuch an Application and Submiſſion, it would nor 
be refus'd him. The King agreed to try the Experiment, and 
thereupon ſo many of his Train were immediately dreſs'd 
up in the Guiſe and Habit of Supplicants and Captives, clo- 
thed in Sackcloth, and Halters about their Necks, according 
to the Cuſtom of the Country in ſuch Caſes, and ſent to A 
hab with a Commiſſion to tell him that Adad was his Priſon- 
er, and would ever own himſelf fo to be; and that they 
came in his Name, only to implore his Grace toward him 
for the ſaving of his Life. Well, ſays Abab, I am glad 
he ãs ſafe ; and you may aſſure him, that he ſhall be as 
* welcome to me, as if he were my own Brother.“ 

The Meſſengers, upon the Solemnity of a ſacred Oath that 
no Violence ſhould be offer'd to his Perſon, went away pre- 
ſently to their Maſter in the Cellar, and brought him out to 
the King of 1/rael; who was at that Time in his Chariot. 
So ſoon as the Priſoner had made his Obeiſance, Ahab 
bow'd himſelf to receive him, taking him up to him with his 
Right-hand, and kifling him, giving him his Faith and Ho- 


nour alſo for his abſolute Security and Freedom. Adad, on 


the other ſide, returning as large Acknowledgments; with 


repeated Proteſtations, that this Generoſity and 93 
ä oul 


If. 


ſnould never be forgotten: And in the mean time, he ſaid, 
« fe would reſtore again to the Hebrews all the Cities and 
4c Lands that had been taken from them; and that Ahab 
& ſhould be as free at Damaſcus, as ever the other's Father 
cc had been at Samaria.” Upon this, they proceeded to the 
Signing and Sealing of a League, and the reciprocal Inter- 
change of Oaths for the Performance of Covenants ; and ſo 
Adad was diſmiſs'd, not without magnificent Preſents. 
After this Blow given to the Syrians, a certain Prophet, 
whoſe Name was Micaiah, came to an Iſraelite, and bad 
him ſtrike him over the Head; telling him withal, that it 
was God's Will to have it ſo : But the Man refuſing to do 
it, the Prophet told him, © He ſhould pay dear for his Diſ- 
& Obedience; for he would come to be worried by a Lion.“ 
This fell out accordingly ; and the Prophet, with the ſame 
Words in his Mouth, went afterwards to another ; who im- 
mediately gave him a Blow that drew Blood of him. Upon 
this, he bound up his Head, and went to the King with this 
Story, That he was a Soldier, and a certain Officer had de- 
Jiver'd him a Priſoner to keep, who had made his Eſcape, 
and he himſelf was now forc'd to fly for't ; for fear the Of: 
ficer that committed him to his Cuſtody, ſhould put him to 
Extremities now for letting him go. © Well, /ays Ahab, 
„ and he ſhould ſerve you but right neither :” Upon which 
Words, the Prophet unbound his Head, to give Ahab to un- 
derſtand that he that told him this Story was Mzcaiah. He 
made uſe of this way of Parable to faſten the deeper Impreſ- 
fion upon him ; telling him in the End, that God would call 
him to a fevere Account, for letting go fo impious and blaſ- 
phemous a Wretch as Adad, when he had him in his Power; 
For the Time will come, ſays the Prophet, when this very 
& Adad that you have now ſpar'd, ſhall be the Death of you 
<« yourſelf, and the Deſtruftion of your Army.” Ahab was 
highly exaſperated at this Liberty of the Prophet, and or- 
der'd him to be impriſon'd ; but he went home however 
with a heavy Heart, for this diſmal Prediction would not 
out of his Head, Y 
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7 be Piety, good Fortune, aud Power of Jeholbephas, 


His Son Joram marries the Daughter of the King 
of Iſrael, and Joins in a Har with Ahab againſt 


Adad. 2 


1 1 return now from the Story of Ahab, and his Matters, 
to Jehoſhaphat King of Feruſalem ; this Prince had not 
only enlarged his Territory, and put Garrriſons into all the 


Cities under his Juriſdiction: But he had put Men and Go- 


vernours into thoſe alſo in the Land of Ephraim, that his 
Grandfather Abias had taken from Jeroboam, the King of the 
Ten Tribes. This King never fail'd of God's Bleſſing and 
Protection in any of his Undertakings; for he was a juſt 
and a pious Man, and not a Day paſs'd over his Head with- 
out doing ſome good Thing or other that was acceptable to 
God. This Integrity of his Life and Manners gave him a 
very high Reputation among all the Neighbouring Kings, 
as appeared by the Frequency and Munificenee of their Pre- 


fents ; which not a little contributed to the advancing even 


of his Fortune, as well as of his Fame. 

In the third Year of his Reign, he called together the EU- 
ders, and the Prieſts that were under his Juriſdiction, and 
gave them Orders to have Commiſſioners ſent from Town to 
Town, wherever he had to do, to attend the Care of God's 
Worſhip, and to fee that Meſes's Laws might be duly exe- 
cuted and obſerved. This Care of his for the Preſervation of 
their Religion, was fo great a Satisfaction to all his Subjects, 
that they were at Strife amongſt themſelves, who ſhould be 
foremoſt in the promoting of ſo excellent a Work. And the 
Princes every where about him all this while, had ſo great a 
Reverence for him, that they liv'd in a fair Underſtanding 
one with another, and an inviolate Peace. The Phili/tines 
paid their ordinary Tribute with punctual Juſtice ; and the 


Arabians, their Annuity of ſix Hundred and thirty Lambs, 
and the like Number of Kids. Fehoſhaph at alſo fortify'd his 
great and ſtrong Towns, and kept in conſtant Pay a well 
diſciplin'd Army, to be ever in Readineſs upon Occaſion, 


Of the Tribe of 7udab, there were Three Hundred Thouſand 
Shield-bearers, under the Command of Edra; Two Hundred 
| Thouſand 
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Thouſand under 7ohanan ; and of the Tribe of Benjamin two 
hundred Thouſand Archers, under the ſame Officers. There 

was another Captain alſo, by Name Ochobat, that command- 
ed a hundred and eighty Thouſand Men armed with Buck- 
ters : Beſide the Soldiers that were diſpers'd into Towns and 
Garriſons. He marry'd his Son Fehoram, in fine, to Gotho- 
lia the Daughter of Ahab, King of the Ter Tribes : And 
when he had an Occaſipg to go to Samaria, he was moſt mag- 
nificently received by Ahab, he, and all his Military Men a- 
bout him, with Corn, Wine, Fleſh, and other Proviſions ; 
and upon Ahab's Entreaty, join'd with him in a War upon 
the King of Syria for the Recovery of Ramath-Gilead, which 
had been taken, and was detained from him by that Prince. 
* fe hoſbaphat having an Army of his own, not inferiour to 
the others, promis'd him his Aſſiſtance, and ſent for his 
Troops from Jeruſalem to Samaria ; where both the Kings 
went out of the Town, and each of them ſitting upon his 
Throne, apart, took a Review of their Forces, and paid the 
Army. Jehoſhaphat, upon this Occaſion, was of Opinion, 
if any of the Prophets were within Call, to adviſe with them 
in this Expedition againſt the Syrian, whether or no it might 
be a War at that Time to be ungertaken ; for there had been 
a three Years Peace now. betwixt thoſe two Kings, ſince the 
Syrian was taken. x oe | 


"Car z 
The Prophets conſulted about the War with Adad, Ze- 
dekijah tells Ahab that he ſhall be Victorious. Mi- 
chaiah the Contrary. It comes to a Battle, and Ahab 


the only Man that falls in it; and Ahaziah his Son 
ſucceeds him in the Government. | | | 


Hab call'd his Prophets together about him, to the Num- 

ber of ſome four Hundred, and order'd them to cnquire, 
whether or no they ſhould be victorious in this War againſt 
Adad, and carry the City, which was the main Point in 
Queſtion. The Prophets were altogether for the War ; for 
the Syrian, they faid, ſhould be overcome, and made a Pri- 
foner, as before. Fehoſhaphat ſuſpected a Double-meaning 
| in 
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in the Words, and that they were fal/e Prophets : So that for 
more Certainty ſake, he aſked Ahab what other Prophets 
there were, that he might have Recourſe to; who made 
Anſwer, that there was one indeed, (one Michaiah, the Son 


of Imli) but he hated the Man, for he could never get a good 


Mord of him: Inſomuch that he would have perſuaded him 


into a Fancy, that he was to loſe his Life in this Action a- 

gainſt the King of Syria ; ſo that he had now laid him in a 
Jayl for his pains. But Jehoſhaphat would needs have him 
ſent for however ; and an Eunuch, one of the Bed-Chamber 
Waiters, was diſpatch'd preſently to fetch him. This Meſſen- 

ger was telling Michaiah, as they were upon the Way toge- 

ther, what the reſt of the Prophets ſaid, and how they were 
all agreed upon't, that Ahab ſhould be victorious. © Well! 

« ſays the other, I muſt not prevaficate with him that made 
« me; but by the Grace of God, what Meſſage ſoever he ſhall 
% think fit to put in my Mouth, ſhall be moſt faithfully re- 
« ported to the King.” Upon the Prophet's Arrival, 4hab 
_ adjur'd him to ſpeak the very Truth of the Matter, as he found 
it, without making it either more or leſs, © Why then, /ays 
© Michaiah, I ſaw all Mael ſcatter'd and flying, and the 

o Syrians purſuing them, as Sheep that had no Shepherd; 

« by which Repreſentation, God hath given to underſtand, 
* that all the reſt of the People ſhall return ſafe, and Ahab 
only fall in the Battle.” The King upon theſe Words, 
turning to 7ehaſbaphat: Well! ſays he, and do not you find 
< it to be true now as I told you, that this Man is my E- 
% nemy?” © No, fays Michaiah, the Words that I deliver 
„are according to the expreſs Direction and Command of 
“ God; but you ſuffer yourſelf to be flatter'd by your falſe 
“Prophets into a War, upon the Hope of Victory, when 
you yourſelf are to fall in't.“ This Firmneſs and Reſolu- 
tion of the Prophet made the King very uncaſie. 

One of the falſe Prophets, whoſe Name was Zedekijah, 
ſept out upon this Occaſion, and in Contempt of Michaiah, 
adviſed the King not to give any heed to what that prating 
Fellow ſaid, for there was not one Word of Truth in it; and 
there needed no other Proof of his being an Impoſtor then the 
Prediction of Elias who undoubtedly ſaw further into Things 
to come then he did, for he had foretold, © That in the Place 
« where Dogs licked the Blood of Naboth, who was ſton'd to 
Death by his Procurement, in the Field of Naboth, Dogs 
* ſhould lick the King's Blood alſo. Now this is a moſt pal- 
pable Falſity in Contradiction to the foretelling of a Pro- 
« phetof much greater Authority then himſelf; for he will have 
| | O o 5 40 it 
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« jt, that within the Compaſs of three Days the King is to 
« fall in the Battle ; but it ſhall be quickly ſeen, /ays the 
6 Prophet, by what Spirit this Man ſpeaks. I will now give 
© him a Boxen the Ear, and let my Hand wither upon do- 
c ing of it, a8Ferobcam's did upon lifting up his Hand a- 
«& gainſt Jadon, when he would have had the Prophet taken 
& into Cuſtody; if what he delivers to you be from Heaven. I 
« take it for granted thaky'or have heard of the Story.” Up- 
on the ſaying of theſe Words, he ſtruck the Prophet ; and 
Ahab finding that no Judgment or Miſchief follow'd upon. 
it, was harden'd in his Reſolution upon this War, by the 
ſtrange Force of a Fatality, that made him give more Credit 
to falſe Prophets, then to true ones; and ſo diſpos'd of Cau- 
ſes, that they might be follow'd with ſuitable Events. Zede- 
kijah then made him Horns of Iron; and, ſays he, Under 
c the Figure of theſe Horns, is ſignify'd by God, the puſhing, 
« and the breaking of all Syriab: Michaiah, on the other 
Hand telling the falſe Prophet, That in a very ſhort Time 
& he ſhould be call'd to an Account for the Vanity and Fal- 
«& ſity of his Pretenſions, and be driven from one hiding 
Place to another to fave himſelf.” Ahab was ſo exaſperated 
at this Liberty that he appointed (a) Apion the Governour of 
the City to take him into ſtrift Cuſtody, and to feed him with 
only Bread and Water, till he ſhould return. 

The two Kings, upon this, advanced with their Troops 
toward Ramath, and the King of Syria hearing it, went 
out to meet them. It was agreed upon betwixt them, that 
Ahab ſhould put himſelf that Day into the Diſguiſe of a pri- 
vate Habit, and, a Native of 7eruſalem repreſent the Perſon 
of the King in his Royal Robes, the better to evade the Dint 
of the Prophet's Preſage :. But a providential Fatality found 
out the King, though without any diſtinguiſhing Marks a- 
bout him of his Regality ; for Adad gave a ſtrict Charge to 
his Officers and Commanders to fight neither with Small nor 
Great, but with the King of //rael. The Syrians, upon the 
firſt Puſh, ſeeing Fehoſ/haphat in the Head of the Army, im- 
mediately preſs upon him, taking him for Ahab; but when 
they found their Error, they went off and left him. They 
kept the Field from Morning to Night, the one flying, and 
the other purſuing, but not one Drop of Blood ſpilt all this 
while; only hunting after 4hab, and ſtill not finding him. 
But in the End, one of Adad's Domeſticks, Aman by Name, 

drew an Arrow at a Venture, that ſtruck the King through 
| | 1 
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the Joints of his Armour into his very Lungs: Ahab was 
willing to keep it private for fear of diſcouraging his Men ; 
and ſo ſpake to hrs Charioteer to carry him a little out of the 
Army ; for he was mortally wounded. He kept his Chariot 
however till about Sun-ſetting, though in miſerable Fortune, 
and then betwixt Agony, and Weakneſs with the Loſs of 
Blood, he departed this Life ; and the Night coming on, the 
Syrians withdrew to their Tents: And ſo ſoon as ever they 
were advertis'd by a Herald, of Ahab's Death, the Camp brake 
up, and every Man went to his own Home. 

The King's Body was carry'd to Samaria, and there in- 
terr'd ; and upon waſhing the Blood off from the Chariot in 
a Fountain near hand, the Prediction of Elias was verified; 
for the Dogs lick'd up the Blood, and the Place was afterwards 
made uſe of for common Women to bath in. He dy'd at 
Ramath, according to the Prophecy of Michaiah : So that 
for the greater Honour, and Authority of the Revelation, 
the Preſages of both the Prophets were made good to the e- 
ternal Shame and Confuſion of fawning and time-ſerving 
Impoſtors, that ſquare all their Judgments to their Profit ; 
and inſtead of telling us from God what we are to believe 
and do, give us effectually to underſtand that we are not to be- 
lie ve, or do. Upon this Occaſion, I cannot but reflect upon 
the inſuperable Neceſſity of our Fate; which is not in the 
World to be avoided, even if it ſhould be foreknown : But 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be egg'd on with vain, and fooliſh 
Hopes, till we are hamper'd irrecoverably in the Snare. 
This was the Ruin of 4hab : He would not believe thoſe that 
told him the unpleaſant Truth of Things ; but loſt his Life 
by a fatal Credulity toward thoſe that hetray'd, and humour'd 
him. This was his End, and 4haziah his Son reigned in his 
Stead, | 
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Jehoſhaphat gets a great Victory over the Moabites, 
Ammonites, and Arabians. The HT ickedneſs and Death 
of Ahaziah, as Elias had foretold it, Jehoram his 


Brother ſucceeds him ; who with the Aſſiſtance of Je- 
hoſhaphat, and the King of Idumza, overthrows the 


OE of the Moabites. 7 he Death of Jehoſhaphat. 


Pon Fehoſhaphat's Return to Feruſalem, after his. 
joining with Ahab againſt Adad, the Prophet Fe- 


hu met him, and gave him a Rebuke for eſpouſing 

the Quarrel of ſo impious and flagitious a Wretch as 

Ahab. He told him how highly he had offended God in 

that Alliance; but yet he was graciouſly pleaſed, for 

the Good that was in him, to paſs over what he had 
done amiſs, and to deliver him out of the Hands of his E- 

nemies. Upon this Admonition, the King reconcil'd him- 

ſelf to God by Prayers and Sacrifices ; appointed a general 


= 5 a - Viſitation through all his Dominions, with Orders for in- 
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ſtructing the People in the Laws of Moſes, and in the Reli. 
gion of their Forcfathers. He alſo erected Magiſtrates in all 
their great Towns and Places, giving them Gharge to admi- 
niſter Juſtice to all Men indifferently, the Poor as well as 
the Rich, without any Reſpect to Profit, Favour, or Affecti- 
on; and, in fine, to diſcharge their Duties, as in the Sight 
of an All-ſeeing God, that knew the very Thoughts of their 
Hearts. When he had taken Care for the Eſtabliſhment of 
good Order and Manners in the ſeveral Cities of the Two 
Tribes, he returned to Feruſalem ; where he conſtituted Judges 
out of the moſt conſiderable of the Prieſts and Levites ; en- 
joining them, by the way of Precaution, to do Juſtice im- 
partially to all the People: Or if there ſhould ariſe any Con- 
troverſies of more Weight then ordinary in any of their 
Neighbour-Cities, that ſhould be brought to them for Judg- 
ment, that they ſhould not paſs Sentence, without all poſh» 
ble Care and Conſideration ; for it would be a moſt ſcanda- 
lous and diſhonourable Thing not to do punctual and accu- 
rate Juſtice in a City where God had eſtabliſh'd his Temple ; 
and the King, his Palace, He choſe the Chief Magiſtrates 
out of the Number of his own Friends; as (a) Ahaziah the 
Prieſt, [for the Matters of the Lord; ] and Zebediah, of 
the Houſe of 7udah, [for the King's Affairs. 

* It was at this time, that the Moabites and Ammonites, 
with the People of Aram, made War upon 7eho/haphat with 
a mighty Army of Mercenaries, and encamped at En- gedi, 
a City near the Lake of A4/phaltites, ſome three hundred 
Furlongs from Jeruſalem, and a Place famous for Balſam and 
Palm- Trees. When Fehoſhapkat underſtood that they had, 
paſs'd the Lake, and broken into his Country, he was not a 
little ſtartled at the Surprize, and preſently order'd an Aſ- 
ſembly to be call'd ; and then landing before the Temple, 


. he betook himſelf to his Prayers, for God's Bleſſing upon his 


Arms againſt ſo powerful an Invader: Which was but ac- 
cording to the Form and Practice of our Forefathers, upon 
the firſt Inſtitution of that holy Place ; who, whenever they 
found themſelves in Danger of being overrun by a foreign 
Enemy, cauſed all the People to meet in a full Congregation 
to implore God's Aſſiſtance toward the repelling of that 
Violence, and for the Maintenance of that Inheritance, 
which the Lord in his infinite Bounty had beſtow'd upon 
them, and their Enemies would take away by Force. 7eho» 
| - C23: ſhapbat 


(a) See Selden de Synedr. Hebr. I. 2. c. 8. p. 244, 245+ Edit. Anſſol. 
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ſhaphat mingled his Prayers with Fears, and the joint Sup- 
plications of the whole Multitude, with their Wives and 
Children went along with them. 

As they were in the Fervour of their Devotions, there 
ſtarted- up a certain Prophet in the Middle of them, whoſe 
Name was Jabaziel, crying out to the People, that God had 
heard their Prayers, and would fight their Battle, in favour 
of the Religion they profeſs'd ; appointing them, upon this, 
to be in Readineſs the next Day to march toward their Ene- 
mies, whom they ſhould find encamped betwixt Jeruſalem 
and Engeddi, at a certain Aſcent, known by the Name of 
Sis ; which in Hebrew is as much as an Eminence; Tellin 
them further, that they ſhould not need to ſtrike a Stroke; 
but only to ſtand looking on, as quiet Spectators of an Acti- 
on wherein God would fight for them. After this Declarati- 
on, both King and People fell proſtrate upon their Faces; 
gave thanks, and worſhip'd : The Levites in the mean while 
accompanying their Hymns with Muſical Inſtruments. 

The King, early next Morning, went into the Deſart, un- 
der the City of Tekoah, where he admoniſhed the Multitude 
to put their Truſt in God, according to the Prediction of the 
Prophet, and that there was no need of ranging themſelves 
in Form of Battle; but only to ſet the Prieſts with their 
Trumpets in the firſt Line, and the Levites with their Singers, 
and fo to move chearfully forward, with Muſick and Thankſ- 
giving, as upon a Day of Victory, or Deliverance from a 
common Enemy. They were all highly ſatis fy'd with the 
King's Advice, and ſoon after they put it in Execution; for 
God ſtruck the Ammonites, and their Allies, with ſuch a pa- 
nick Terror and Conſternation, that falling foul one upon 
another, the Outrage was ſo furious againſt their own Peo- 
ple, that of ſo many Thouſands of Combatants, there was 
not one Man left alive. When 7ehoſhaphat came to take a 
View of the Valley where the Enemy was encamped, he 
found it all cover'd with dead Bodies: Never fo eaſie and 
abſolute a Victory, gain'd without either Sweat or Blood: 
So that Zehoſhaphat in a Tranſport of Joy for ſo unexpected 
a Bleſſing, gave his Soldiers the Pillage of the Camp, and 
the Spoil of the Dead; which was ſo exceſſive great, that it 
coſt them full three Days to carry- off the Booty. | 

On the fourth Day, all the People gather'd together in a 
deep, craggy Valley, called The Valley of Beracha ; where they 
praiſed and bleſſed God for all the Works of his Power and 
Mercy. From hence it was that the Valley took its Name; 
'which is as much as to fay, The Valley of Bleſſings ; And it 
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is ſo call'd to this very Day. The King led his Army from 
_ thence to Feruſalem, where he paſs'd ſeveral Days in Sacri- 
fice and Feaſting. The Fame of this miraculous Victory poſe 
ſeſs'd all foreign Princes and Nations wherever it came, with 
ſach a Reverence for the Sanctity and Piety of Zehoſhaphat, 
that they look'd upon him as a Perſon for whom God had 
a peculiar Kindneſs ; and kept-up the ſame Opinion of him 
to his Dying-day. But he was yet a Friend all this while 
to [ Ahaziah] the Son of Ahab, King of 1/rae!, and went 
Shares with him in the ſetting out of Ships for the Gold- 
Trade: But the Deſign miſcarry'd, to their very great Ex- 
pence and Damage; for the Veſſels were not of a Make and 
Size for thoſe Seas: So that, in ſhort, what with one thing 
and another, whether through ill Conduct, or foul Weather, 
they were all caſt away, and ſo the Project fell to the Ground, 
and was never afterwards revived. Let this ſuffice for the 
Hiſtory of 7ehoſhaphat. 

* 4haziah the Son of Ahab, and the King of 1/ael, had 
his Royal Palace in Samaria. He was a peſtilent, wicked 
Man, and the very Picture of his Father and Mother, and all 
that was Naught : Beſide a certain Emulation that he had 
to out- do J7eroboam himſelf, the Capital Seducer of 1/-ae/. 
In the ſecond Year of his Reign, the King of the Moabites 
fell-off, and abſolutely refuſed to be any longer Subject to 
the Tribute he had formerly paid to his Father. It happen'd 
that 4haziah got a terrible Fall down Stairs one Day, as he 
was paſſing from an upper Chamber, that endanger'd his 
Life : He was very ill upon it, and ſent to the God of the 
Accaronites, or the Fly (as they call'd him) to know whether 
he ſhould live or die. Upon this Occaſion, the God of the 
Hebrews commanded the Prophet Elias to go preſently and 
meet the Meſſengers, and to atk them whether the //aelites 
Had not a God of their own; and if ſo, there was no need 
of conſulting a ſtrange God in the Caſe : And therefore, 
they had e'en beſt go back again to the King, and tell him 
that he ſhould not recover. The Meſſengers immediately took 
their Errand from Elias, and poſted away with it to the King; 
who was in great Admiration to ſee them fo ſoon back again; 
and enquiring further into the Matter, they told of a Man 
they met, that bad them go no further, and withal charging 
them to tell their King in the Name of the God of the J- 
raelites, that his Illneſs was mortal. The King was very 
earneſt and particular with them to deſcribe the Man : So 
O00 4 they 
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they told him, it was a hairy Man, with a leathern Girdle 
about him. By this Deſcription, the King preſently con- 
eluded this Perſon to be Elias, and ſo diſpatch'd away an 
Officer with fifty Soldiers to take him into Cuſtody. The 
Commander found him upon the Top of a Mountain, and 
ſo call'd him down to go along with him to the King; for 
that was his Order, he ſaid ; And if he would not go by 
fair Means, he would make him go by foul. Elias told him, 
that to ſhew him the Difference betwixt a frue Prophet and 
a falſe, he would now convince him by a Prodigy that he 


was no Impoſtor. If I am a Man of God, ſays he, let Fire : 


come down from Heaven, and devour thee and thy fifty : Up- 
on which Prayer, a Fire deſcended, and conſumed them 
all. The Tidings of this dreadful Judgment came no ſoon- 
er to the King's Ear, but in a Rage, he ſent another Officer 
with the ſame Number of Men, and upon the ſame Errand. 
The Captain ſaid the ſame Things over again; uſed the 
ſame Menaces, and they were all deſtroy'd after the ſame 
Manner. After this, the King ſent yet again a third Officer 
with his Party. Now the Man being a candid good-natur'd 
Perſon, when he came up to Elias, ſaluted him with Re- 
Tpe&t. © I need not tell you (/ays he) that JI am under 
% Command; that I come upon this Errand unwillingly, 
& as they did likewiſe who came before me; Wherefore I 
ce beſeech you be pleas'd out of Pity to me, and my Sol- 
ce diers about me, to come down willingly, and follow us 
© to the King.” Elias was ſo much mov'd with the Mode- 
Ny and Civility of the Man, that he went down, and fol» 
Jlow'd him. When they had brought him into the King's Pre- 
ſence, the Spirit of God came upon him, and he freely told 
the King, Thus ſaith the Lord: Since you have an Opini- 
& on of me that J am no God, nor able to foretel what will 
de be the Iſſue of your Diſtemper; and that you have rather 
& choſen to ſend to your God Accaron for your Satisfaction, 
e take Notice that it will be your Death,” # 

In ſome ſhort time, this Prophecy was fulfill'd; and A. 
haziah dying without Iſſue, Zehoram his Brother reigned in 
his Stead ; a Man no way inferiour to Abab for a vicious and 
an impious Courſe of Life : For he deliver'd himſelf up whol- 
ly to ſtrange Gods, to the Scandal and the Diſhonour of the 
Religion of his Farefathers, though otherwiſe a Man of Senſe, 
and well enough qualify'd for Bus'neſs. | 

It was in his time, that Elias was taken away from the 
Converſation of Men, and no Manner of Account given 
what became of him even to this Day; but he left Eliſba his 
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Diſciple behind him, of whom we have ſpoken already. 
We tind in Holy Writ the ſame thing atteſted of Enoch be- 


fore the Flood, as well as of Elias here, and that they were 


both taken away; but no Mention made of the Death of ei- 
ther of them. 

+ Upon Jehoram's coming to the Throne after his Bro- 
tber, he reſolved to make Was upon Meſba the King of the 
Moabites, for refuſing to pay the Tribute of two hundred 
Thouſand unſhorn Sheep a-Year, upon the Account of what 
was formerly paid to his Father 4hab. Wherefore he began 
with levying an Army at home; and after that, pray'd the 
Aſſiſtance of 7ehaſbaphat (for ancient Kindnels ſake betwixt 
the two Fathers) to join with bim; who not only promis'd 
for himſelf, but undertook likewiſe to engage the King of 
Idumea, having ſome Tye upon him, in the Party. When 
Jehoram came to underſtand how well he was like to be 
ſeconded, he went forthwith to Jeruſalem, where he was 
ſplendidly receiv'd and treated. by the King of the Place. 
Being there in Council, the Ways and Mcthod of the Ex- 
pedition were taken into Debate, and a Vote paſs'd by 
common Conſent for the Army to ſteer their Courſe through 
the Deſart of Idumœa, where the Enemy would be leaſt a- 
ware of the Deſign, The three Kings; that is to ſay, of 
Jeruſalem, Iſrael, and Idumea, put themſelves upon their 
March, according to the Reſolution of the Council; and 
when they had wander'd up and down for the Space of ſe- 
ven Days, they fell into a great Diſtreſs for Want of Wa- 
ter, both for Man and Beaſt, till they were all within a very 
little of the yttermoſt Extremity of Deſpair. 7ehoram eſpe- 
cially, who call'd out to God in an expoſtulatory way of 
Impatience, What have theſe three Kings done, /ays he, 
< to be deliver'd up Captives to the King of the Moabites 
* Without a Stroke?“ 7ehoſhaphat, on the other hand, as be- 
came a pious Man, ſpake comfortable Words to Fehoram ; 
adviſing him to enquire, if there were ever a Prophet in the 
Army to aſk Counſel of God what was to be done under 
their Circumſtances. A Servant, within Hearing, told them 
that he had ſeen Eliſba the Son of Shaphat there, the Diſci- 
ple of Elias ; and upon this Information, the three Kings, 
upon the Propoſal of 7ehoſhaphat, went and found him out, 
When they came to his Tent, which was a little out of the 
Camp, they aſk'd him what would become of this Army ; 
Jehoram eſpecially was the moſt inquiſitive. Well, ſays 
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Eliſba to him, © you ſhould have gone to your Father's and 
1 your Mother's Prophets for Satisfaction, without troublin g 
* other People : They would have ſet you right, no doubt.” 


Jeboram lay at him ſtill, begging and praying for an An- 


ſwer, if it were but for the ſaving of ſo many Mens Lives 
that were ready to periſh. Eliſha ſwore ſolemnly to Feho- 
ram, © that if it were not for the Sake of J7ehoſbaphat, who 
© was a good and a pious Man, he ſhould have had no An- 
« (wer from him at all.” And upon this, he order'd a Mu- 
fician to be call'd, and as he was ſinging, the Spirit of God 
came upon the Prophet ; who ſpake to the Kings to make 
feveral Ditches in the Channels of the Torrent; and, ſays 


Eliſha, © you ſhall ſee them all flowing with Water, with- 
© out either Wind or Rain: Water ſufficient for yourſelves, 


* and your Cattle, to all Manner of Purpoſes : Beſide that 
© henceforward you ſhall never feel any more Drought. 
* And this is not all neither ; for God will bleſs you yet 
% further ſtill, for by his Grace and Help you ſhall over- 
* come your Enemies, and ſcatter them, and ruin their 


* Plantations ; lay their Country waſte, and choak-up their 


Rivers, and their Fountains.” The next Day, before Sun- 
riſe, after theſe Words of the Prophet, there came down 
from Idumæa, three Days Journey from the Place, an im- 
petuous Torrent upon a mighty Fall of Rain, ſo that there 
was no longer any Want of Drink, either .for Horſe or 


Man. | | | 
W hen the King of Moab underſtood that theſe three Kings 


were advancing againſt him by the Way of the Vilderneſs, 


he raiſed all the Force he was able to make, to meet them 
upon the Borders, for fear of any Inroad upon him by Sur- 
prize. The two Armies were by this time not far from the 
Land of Moab ; when the Riſing-Sun ſtriking upon the Tor- 
rent, made the Water look fo red, that the Moabites took it 


for Blood; vainly imagining, that the three Kings had fallen 
to cutting of Throats among themfelves, in a Rage for Want 


of Water, and that this Torrent was a Stream of their Blood. 
In this Confidence, they went to their King only for Liberty 
to rifle the Enemy's Camp, giving for granted that it was 
all abandon'd. Upon their Application, they obtained 
Leave te break-in upon the Enemy's Pillage, and ſo ran 


' Hand over Head in a Confuſion to the Enemy's Camp, as 


if there needed no more to the gaining of the Booty, then 


the taking of it up; but they quickly found their Miſtake, 


for they were ſet upon on all Hands in the Attempt; Part 
kill'd, and the reſt ſo ſcatter'd, that they had much ado to 
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make their way home again. The Kings, in the mean while, 
made an Incurſion into the Land of the Moabites; deſtroy'd 
their Towns and Cities ; drove away all their Cattle, and 
cover'd al! the Turf with the Sand and Gravel of the Tor- 
rent; cut on the beſt of their Woods and Trees; dam'd 
up the Springs and Fountains, and levell'd their Walls to 
the Ground: Nay, the King himſelf was forc'd to take San- 
ctua ry in a Town, where he was afterward befieged ; and 
in ſuch Danger of loſing it by Aſſault, that he attempted a 
Sally with feven Hundred Horſe upon the Enemy's weakeſt 
Quarter, to break through their Body ; but failing of his 
Puſh, he was forc'd into the Town again, where he enter'd 
upan the moſt horrid, barbarous Action that the uttermoſt 
Pinch of Neceſſity or Deſpair could put a Man upon. He 
took his eldeſt Son, the next Heir to the Government, and 
ſacrific'd him to God upon the Walls, in the View of the 
 Enemy's Army. The Kings reflefting upon the Force of an 
abandon'd Deſperation, together with the Viciſſitude of hu- 
mane Affairs, were ſoften'd to ſuch a Degree of Compaſſion, 
and making it their own Caſe too, that they brake-up the 
Siege upon it, and every Man went back to his own Home. 
Jehoſbaphat was at Eaſe after this Expedition; but he did 
not long out- live it. He dy'd at Jeruſalem in the frxticth 
Year of his Age, and the twenty fifth of his Reign; and he 


had in that City a moſt magnificent Burial ; ſuch a one, as 


might become the Imitator of David. 


— 


CHAP. II. 


Jehoram the Son of Jehoſhaphat ſucceeds his Father. 
Eliſha works Miracles. Adad beſieges Jehoram in 
Samaria. The miraculous raiſing of the Hege. Ha- 
zael ſtrangles Adad, and uſurps the Kingdom of Syria 
and Damaſcus. The execrable Impieties of Jehoram, 
and the dreadful Fudgment that Eliſha denounces a- 
gainſt him, . | 


— 


I Ehoſhaphat left behind him ſeveral Sons; and Jehoram, 
the eldeſt of them, by his Father's Appointment, ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Kingdom. He bare the ſame Name with 
| | his 
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his Mother's Brother the King of //-ael, and the Son of Ahab, 
who was then but newly return'd to Samaria from the War 
with the Moabites, and brought Eliſba with him. The Ho- 
ly Scriptures make mention of ſeveral memorable Paſſages of 
that Prophet, which I ſhall account well worth the taking 
Notice of in this Hiſtory. The Wife of Cbadiah, Ahab's 
Steward, apply'd herſelf to Eliſha, and told him, That he 
was no Stranger to the outrageous Violence of Jezebel againſt 
the + Prophets, and how her Huſband conceal'd and pre- 
ſerv'd a Hundred of them from Deſtruftion, and took up 
Money upon his own Credit to feed them while they were in 
the Cave ; but that her Huſband being now dead, the Cre- 
ditors threaten'd to make Slaves of her and her Children for 
the Debt : Wherefore ſhe intreated him for her Huſband's 
Sake to procure her ſome preſent Relief, So the Prophet 
aſk'd her what ſhe had in the Houſe ; who faid ſhe had no- 
thing at all, but a little Oil in a Cruiſe. The Prophet then 


bad her go borrow* ſome empty Pots, or Veſſels, of her 


Neighbours, and keep her Chamber- door ſhut, and put Oil 
into all thoſe Veſſels; for God would fill them all. The 
Widow did as ſhe was order'd; and after the diſtributing of 
the Oil, ſhe came back again to the Prophet, and gave him 


a particular Account of what ſhe had done; who adviſed 


her to ſell the Oil, and diſcharge the Debt; for there would 
be ſomewhat remaining, after Satisfaction given to the Cre- 
ditors, for the Relief of her Children. By this Means ſhe 
deliver'd herſelf from a troubleſome Obligation. 


The Prophet one time having got Notice of a Conſpiracy, | 


againſt the Life of Zehoram, and that Adad had treacherouſiy 
planted an Ambuſh to ſurprize him, he gave the King Intel- 
Iigence of it, with a Caution to have a Care of ſuch a cer» 
tain Place, where the Syrians had laid a Plot tF entrap him. 
This Precaution kept the King from going a Hunting, and 
diſappointed the Plot. But Adad was in ſuch a Rage when 
he found his malicious Contrivance defeated, that he fell to 
ſtorming and railing at his own Domeſticks, for a Company 
of Traitors, threat'ning them with no leſs then Death itſelf 


for diſcovering a Deſign that no other Creatures were privy 


to but themſelves. Some Body made Anſwer, that they had 
no need to look for Treaſon among his own Friends and Do- 
meſticks, and thoſe that were of the Party to have done the 
Execution, ſo long as his Enemy had Eliſba for a Spy upon 
him, that lay perpetually prying into his Ways, and Actions, 
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on his Maſter's Behalf; and he had the Faculty of diving 
into the moſt ſecret of his Counſels. The King preſently 
ſent his Scouts abroad to enquire after Eliſba, and to learn 
where he was; and Word was brought him that he might 
be found at Dothan. Upon this Intelligence, he immediate- 
ly diſpatch'd away Horſemen and Chariots to apprehend him. 
They went and beſet the Town by Night, fo that there was 
no paſling either out or in; and early the next Morning, a 
Servant of the Prophet's ran trembling to his Maſter to tell 
him the News, and how the Town was begirt with a Body 
of the Enemy that came to take him. Eliſha bad him have 
a good Heart, and fear nothing ; for his Truſt and Confi- 
dence was in the Goodneſs and Power of an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, and ſo he pray'd to God for ſome ſpecial Token of 
his Preſence and Protection, that might confirm his Servant 
in a fearleſs Reſignation to his holy Will and Pleaſure. The 
Prophet's Prayers were heard, and there appeared forthwith, 
in the Sight of the Servant, a Multitude of Horſes and Cha- 
riots round about Eliſha, as a Guard upon his Perſon. The 
Conſideration of this Succour, as the Servant underſtood it 
to be, put him out of all Fear of any further Danger for his 
Maſter. N . 

After this Viſion, the Prophet pray'd once again that God 


would caſt a Miſt before the Eyes of theſe People, and ſtrike 


them with ſuch a Blindneſs that they might not ſee him, ſo 
as to diſcern him from another Man. Upon the granting 
of this Requeſt alſo, E/;/ha caſt himſelf into the Middle of 
their Troops, and ſo went from one to another, aſking them 
for what, or whom they ſought for. They told him, for 
Eliſha the Prophet. Well, ſays Eliſha, do but follow me 
© to the Place where he is, and you ſhall have him :? So 
theſe Men that were blinded in their Underſtanding, as well 
as in their Eyes, went after him without any Dithculty or 
Scruple, till at laſt he brought them into Samaria. Upon 
their Entrance into the City, the Prophet bad Zehoram cauſe 
the Ports to be ſhut, and the Syrians to be ſurrounded. E- 
liſha, upon this Occaſion, betook himſelf to his third Pray- 
er; Which was, that God would reſtore the Syrians to their 
Sight again : Whereupon the Syrians Eyes were opened 

and to their great Aſtoniſhment and Admiration, they found 
_ themſelves cooped up in an Enemy's Town, and at Mercy 
in the Hands of their Adverſaries. | 

While the Syrians were at a Stand upon this unaccounta- 
ble Surprize, and at their Wits end what to do next, the 
King propoſed to the Prophet the putting of them all to 


Death; 
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Death; which he abſolutely oppoſed, as a Way of Procee ding 


that would not ſtand with his Honour and Juſtice ; and on- 


iy to be allow'd of in Caſes where Men are overcome in Bat- 
tle. But theſe were People, he told him, that were guilty of 
no Act of Hoſtility upon his Country, and only brought thi. 
ther by the Will and Power of God, without any malicious 
Intention, or but.ſo much as the bare Knowledge of what 
they did. And therefore the Prophet gave his Opinidn for 
the Treating of them with Hoſpitality and Reſpe& ; and af. 
ter ſuch a generous Refreſhment, leaving them to their own 
Freedom. Jehoram took the Prophet's Advice; gave them 
a ſplendid, and a liberal Entertainment, and ſo ſent them 


back again ſafe and ſound to their Maſter. They gave the 


King, at their Return ſo particular an Account of this won- 
derful Story, that his Conſcience was ſtruck, upon the Hear- 
ing of it, with a Conviction, that the Hand of God was ma- 
nifeſtly in this Prodigy, and that what the Prophet deliver'd 
in the Name of God, was no other then the Dictate of a Di- 


vine Inſpiration. So that after this Time, Adad never en- 
ter'd into any under-hand Practice againſt the King of Hrael; 


but reſolved however to make open War upon him, in Con- 
fidence of his greater Strength and Numbers. 

Upon the taking of this Reſolution, Adad rais'd a mighty 
Army, and marched with his whole Force, againſt Fehoram : 


Who finding himſelf too weak to venture his All upon the 


Puſh of a Field Battle, kept himſelf within the Walls of Sa— 
maria, where he had good Works and Defences to truſt to. 
It was a ſtrong Place, and Adad in ſome Doubt whether to 
attempt it by Aſſault, or by Famine : But however, Siege 
was laid to the Town, and the Garriſon brought to ſo mi- 
ſerable a Scarcity of Proviſions, that an Aſs's Head was fold 
for fourſcore Pieces of Silver, and a Pint of Pigeon's Dung 
(for Seaſoning) for five Pieces. There was nothing the King 
feared ſo much in this Extremity, as leſt ſome Body or other 
ſhould betray the Place to the Enemy under the Force and 
Neceſſity of an inſupportable Famine : So that Jehoram eve- 
ry Day viſited the Walls, and the Guards, himſelf; took care 
that no Spies ſhould enter privately into the Town, and had 
a vigilant Eye upon all Motions and under-hand Practices 

whatſoever. f 
As the King was attending his Bus'neſs, there came a Wo— 
man crying to him for Help; and 7ehoram ſuppoſing the 
had come to beg of him, turn'd her off with a kind of angry 
Rebuke ; I have no Barns, nor Wine-Preſles, /ays he, and 
« what have I left me to ſupply your Wants?“ The Woman 
| . told 
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told him, © She did not come to beg his Meat, but to im- 
e plore his Juſtice, and to deſire that he would do her Right 
« jn a Controverſie betwixt herſelf and another Woman.“ 
The King ask'd her what it was? And ſhe told him; “ Sir, 
« ſays ſhe, a certain Neighbour of mine, and myſelf, that 
* were ready to die for want of Food, came to an Agrees 
ment betwixt ourſelves, having each of us a little Male- 
« Child, to eat our Children by turns, barely to keep Life and 
« Soul together. Mine was kill'd and dreſs'd Yeſterday, and 
& the had her Part of it; and now I ſhould have my Part of 
« her Child, ſhe breaks her word with me, and has hid him.” 
Jehoram in a raging Paſhon of Grief and Horror, rent his 
Garment, raving and crying out, © That he never knew 
« what it was to be perfectly miſerable, till that Inſtant : 
« And all this might have been prevented, /ays he, for a 
Word ſpeaking, if the Prophet would but have interceed- 
«ed with God for me, on my Behalf: But, /ays he, I'll 
“ have his Blood for it;“ and in that Heat diſpatch'd away 
an Officer to cut off his Head, who in the ſame Moment ſet 
forward upon that Commiſſion. — pl 

This outrageous Diſpleaſure of the King's was no Secret to 
Eliſha ; who told his Diſciples as he was fitting with them 
at home, that Zehoram, that Son of a Murderer, had ſent a 
Party with an Officer, that was then upon his Way, to take 
off his Head. Wherefore, /ays he, do you watch and ob- 
e ſerve them; and when they come near the Houſe, be you 
* {ur2 to ſhut the Door upon them, only to put them to a 
little Stand till the King himſelf ſhall come up; who hath 
* now chang'd his Mind, and is haſt'ning after his People 
© to prevent Miſchief.” They watch'd, as they were dire- 
Qed ; ſhut the Door upon the Men when they came, and 
kept them out till Fehoram appeared himſelf, who made all 
the Haſte that was poſlible for fear of being too late to coun- 
termand the Execution of the Order, and to ſave the Life of 
the Prophet. | ; 

Upon the King's coming to Eliſha, he fell to reproaching 
of him, that he could have the Heart to ſee him and his Peo- 
ple in ſo many Extremities of Diſtreſs, without putting up 
one Prayer to God for their Relief, The Prophet gave him 
for Anſwer, this Promiſe and Aſſurance, that by the ſame 
Hour the next Day Samaria ſhould be fo abundantly ſtored 
with all Sorts of Neceſſaries for Life, that a Meaſure of fine 
Flour ſhould be ſold publickly in the Market for one Shekel, 
and two Meaſures of Barley at the ſame Rate. The King and 


his Court made no doubt at all of the Truth of his Predictions, 
| 1 having 
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re had ſo many Proofs of their Authority and Credit; 

o that they comforted themſelves upon the Preſage, as if it 
had been a Thing already done, and made their prefent Dif. 
ficulties eaſie to them in the Hope of what was to come; but 
a certain Favourite, and an Officer of the King's, that com- 
manded a Tertia of his Army, told the Prophet, as the King 
was leaning upon him, in a familiar way: * © Eliſha, ſays 
« he, a Body may as well believe, that it ſhall rain Flour 
ce and Barley from Heaven, as what you have now foretold ; 
« for it ſeems to me incredible, even to the Degree of im- 
« poſlible.” © Well, ſays the Prophet, make no Queſtion 
ce of it; for you ſhall ſee it: But you ſhall only ſee it, with- 
cc out enjoying it:“ Which Prediction was made good, 

It was a Cuſtom among the Samaritans, that no Lep'rous 
Perſons ſhould be ſuffer'd to live within the Walls of the 
City: And at this time there were Four Lepers that had their 
Habitations without the Gates. The Famine in the City 
was ſo extreme, that there was no Proviſion to be expected 
from thence : So that whether they went back into the Town, 
or ſtaid where they were, they had certain Death before them 
the one way as well as the other, Upon this Deliberation, 
they took up a Reſolution of caſting themſelves upon the E- 
nemy. If they ſpar'd them, they ſhould live; or if they 
put them to Death, it would be a gentler way of Diſpatch, 
They agreed all Four in this Opinion, as the beſt Expedient 
they had before them, and ſo ſlipt away by Night into the 
Enemies Camp ; in which very Point of Time, it pleaſed 
God to poſſeſs the Syrians with a panick Terror upon the 
imaginary Noiſe of Horſes and armed Men, breaking in up- 
on them ; and in the Strength of this Fancy and Apprehen- 
ſion, they all ran thronging to Adad, and told him that 7e- 
horam's Confederate Kings of Ægypt, and of the lands, 
were juſt at hand, and within hearing of the March of the 
Army. Adad gave the more Credit to the Deluſion, in re- 

ard that he himſelf labour'd under the ſame falſe Imagina- 
tion: So that in this unaccountable Affright, the whole Ar- 
my brake up in a Confuſion, and every Man did what he 
could to ſhift for himſelf, leaving their Horſes, Carriages, Bag- 
gage, and their whole Treaſure in the Camp, without any o- 
ther Care in the World, then how to ſave their Lives. W hen 
the Lepers came up to the Syrians Tents, all Things were in 
a profound Silence, and ſo they went from place to place, 
eating and drinking what they pleas'd, and taking as Nan | 
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Gold and rich Booty, as they could carry away without 
finding ſo much as one Perſon in the Field. They loaded 
themſelves four Times, and bury'd their Burdens in a Hole 
they digg'd for that Purpoſe without the Camp. They might 
now reaſonably conclude the Enemy to be drawn off, and 
came upon this to blame themſelves for not giving Zehoram, 
and the Citizens an Account of this wonderful Deſertion, 
upon the firſt Diſcovery of it. Wherefore they made all 
poſible- Haſte back to Samaria, calling aloud to the Watch 
from under the Walls, that the Enemy had totally aban- 
don'd their Camp; and this Intelligence in the ſame Inſtant 
ſent by them to the King's Guards, 7ehoram preſently called 
a great Council upon it, of his Friends and Officers, and gave 
his own Opinion, that he look'd upon it as a Trick to draw 
his People into an Ambuſh under that Pretence. They 
might, /ays he, perhaps deſpair of ſtarving us, and fo be- 
« thought themſelves of this Invention to ſurprize us; and 
* if they could but draw us out to take Poſſeſſion of the Boo- 
% ty, they might make an Excurſion upon us from their hid- 
« ing Places; cut our Men to pieces, and with great Eaſe 
“make themſelves Maſters of the City; and therefore, /ays 
« the King, I am for providing againſt Treachery, and be- 
ing the more wary ſtill for this Pretence, I cannot think 
_ © they are run away, and ſhould be loth to venture the main 
„Chance upon the Credit of this Intelligence.” One of the 
Council ſtood up, and with great Reſpect to the King's Opi- 
nion, judg'd it to be the true Reaſon of the Caſe. * But 
* this notwithſtanding, /ays he, it might be worth the while, 
* I conceive, to ſend out two Horſemen, upon the Scout for 
© Diſcovery, as far as Jordan. If they ſhould happen to be 
taken, it will ſerve fora Warning to others however not 
© to expoſe themſelves too far; and then the Loſs would not 
* be very great; beſide that, if they ſcape the Sword, they 
“ are in Danger to die of the Famine,” The King was much 
of this Counſellor's Mind, and ſent away his Scouts immedi- 
ately for Intelligence; who returned ſoon after with this Re- 
port: © That they had been ſo far, without ſeeing ſo much 
as one Enemy; but that they ſaw Arms, and Corn, and 
% ſeveral Bundles of Things upon the Way that look'd as if 
e the Syrians had thrown them there to eaſe them in their 
Flight.“ The King, upon this Information, ſent out his 


People to the rifling of Adad's Camp, where (a) they found a 
ED wonderful 
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wonderful rich Booty, in Gold, Silver, Horſes, and ſeveral 
Sorts of Beaſts; beſide ſuch an incredible Proviſion of Grain, 
that it look'd liker a Dream then a Truth: So vaſt a Quan- 
tity, in ſhort, that the People preſently forgot their former 
Scarcity in this Superabundance ; for two Meaſures of Barley 
were ſold for one Shekel, and a Meaſure of Flour at the ſame 
Price too, according to the Prediction of Eliſba. Now this 
* Meaſure contains about an Italian Buſhel and half: Only 
the Officer before ſpoken of, that commanded the Ter tia, 
had no Benefit by this Relief, being poſted at the Gate by 
the King's Command to keep the People in Order that they 
ſhould not croud one another to Death upon the Sally they 
were to make. He himſelf was ſmother'd in the Throng. 
This was a Judgment that befel him for his Unbelief, in gi- 
ving ſo little heed to what Elzfha foretold. 

* Adad was by this Time gotten ſafe back to Damaſcus ; 
and when he came to underſtand that all theſe Hlarums of 
Chariots and Horſemen that had given ſuch an irreparable 
Rout to him and his Army, were, in truth, only judicial 
Impreſſions of Affright and Terror, without any other Foun- 
dation, he look'd upon it as a Declaration from Heaven a- 
gainſt him: And the Anxiety of that Thought made him as 
fick in his Body too as he was in his Mind. Eliſha went then 
toward Damaſcus ; and Adad being informed where he was, 
ſent Hazael, his very particular and truſty Friend, with a 
Complement and magnificent Preſents, to meet him, and to- 
enquire likewiſe of the Prophet, Whether the King ſhould 
« out- live this Diſeaſe or not? And what would be the Iſſue 
« of it.” Hazael took forty Camels, and loaded them with 
the choiceſt Curioſities that either the Court or the Country 
afforded ; advanced with them toward F/ifha ; and meeting 
him upon the Way, ſaluted him with great Reverence, in the 
Name, and by the Order of King Adad ; telling him, that 
he had in his Commiſſion to offer him thoſe Preſents, and 
likewiſe to adviſe with him about his Diſeaſe, whether or no 
he might hope for any: Relief, The Prophet told Hazae!, 
that the King was to die; but charged the Meſſenger to ſay 
nothing of it to the King. This went to the Heart of Hazael ; 
and Eliſha fell upon that into an extreme Fit of Weeping in 
the Contemplation of the Miſeries the People were to endure 1 
after the Deceaſe of Adad. Hazael aſk'd the Prophet what 
might be the Cauſe of that exceſſive Grief ? Why, /ays the 
« Prophet, I cannot forbcar weeping to think of the Cala- 
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& mities that you yourſelf are to bring upon the Maeliteg. 
& You ſhall put the beſt of their Men to the Sword; burn 
cc their walled Cities; daſh their Children to Death aganſt 
© the Stones, and rip up the Children out of the Belliesgf 
«© their Mothers.” *© Well, ſays Hazael, but how is it pot 
« ſible for me to compaſs all this Miſchief ?” © Why, /ays 
& the Prophet, it is declared to me by God, that you are to 
d reign in Syria: And upon this Diſcourſe, Hazael left him, 
and returned to his Maſter, with an Account, that he ſhould 
recover of his Diſtemper. On the Day following, he made 
the King a Viſit; and taking his Opportunity, ſtrangled him 
with a wet Cloth, and took Poſſeſſion of his Palace and Go- 
vernment. He was a Man of great Intereſt and Reputation 
with the People of Syria and Damaſcus ; inſomuch that to 
this Day, the Memory of Adad, and of Hazael his Succeſſor, 
is celebrated among the Syrians with Divine Honours, not on- 
ly for their Bounty and Generoſity in general; but in parti- 
cular, for the pompous Magnificence of the Temples they e- 
rected at Damaſcus, and the Care they took for the Honour 
and Ornament of the City. Their Images, in fine, are car- 
ry'd about in a daily Proceſſion, as in an Oſtentatioſi of their 
Antiquity ; whereas, in truth, they were not of above eleven 
hundred Years ſtanding from their Original. 

The Death of A4dad ſet the Heart of Foram the King of 1- 
rael much at eaſe, as it gave him a Breathing-while from 
Wars and Broils; and the Comfort of ſeeing himſelf once a- 
gain in a State of Peace, * But 7ehoram's Name-ſake (I 
mean the other J7ehoram, the King of Judah) of whom I have 
ſpoken already, was no ſooner enter'd upon the Sovereignty, 
but for a Welcome to his Reign, he began with the Slaugh- 
ter of his Brother's, and of his Father's Friends ; and briefly, 
with ſuch Outrages, as if he had been upon a Competition with 
the worſt of former Kings, which ſhould be the wickedeſt : 
Having alſo at his Elbow his Wife Gosholiah, the Daughter 
of Ahab, an excellent Inſtructreſs to all impious Purpoſcs ; 
and the Inſtrument of his idolatrous Defection from the true 
Worſhip to the Service of ſtrange Gods. Now though God 
would moſt certainly ſtand firm to the Promiſe he made to 
King David, that he would never utterly extinguith the 
whole Race; Jehoram did all he could yet to provoke a to- 
tal Extirpation, by a lewd, daily Courſe of freſh Impieties 
and Abominations. Idumæa at this Time revolted from 7e- 

horam, and they made way to their Apoſtacy by the Murder 
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of their Xing, who had ever been faithful to [his Father] Je- 
hoſhaphat, and by ſetting up another in his Place. Upon the 
firſt Impreſſion of this Affront, the King made a running In- 
curſion by Night with a good Body of Horſe and Charioteers, 
into the Enemy's Quarters : But they were fain to content 
themſelves with burning, and making a little Havock upon 
the Borders; and ſo falling off again, without daring to at- 
tempt any further Progreſs into the Country. This Expedi- 
tion was ſo far from ſtriking any Sort of Terror, or Appre- 
henſion into the Deſerters, that, on the contrary, it ſerv'd for 
an Encouragement to others to follow the Example of their 
Leaders, and ſlipping their Necks out of the Collar, to fall 
off for Company : Libnah rebelling alſo at the ſame time. 
Such, in ſhort, was the Madneſs and Folly of 7ehoram, that 
he forc'd the //-ae/ites up to the Groves and High Places upon 
the Mountains, and there to worſhip falſe Gods, He went 
on for ſome time, in the Defiance and Contempt of Law 
and Religion, and all that could be ſacred either in Heaven 
or Earth, till in the End, there came a menacing Letter from 
the Prophet Eliſba to him to this Effect: That ſince he 
& had audaciouſly and wilfully ſet himſelf up againſt the 
“ Practice and Example of his Forefathers, and eſpouſed the 
© impious Superſtition of the raelites; and not reſting 
& there neither, had likewiſe debauch'd the Tribe of 7udah, 
“ and the Citizens of Feruſalem, from the Religion of their 
« Country, into the Paganiſh Superſtitions of Idolatry, in 
« making Gods of Images, after the Example of Ahab's Vio- 
* lence upon his People to force them into theſe Abominati- 
« ons: After the doing ofall this, and the dipping his Hands 
in the Blood of his own Brothers, and other good and righte- 
ous Men, this Judgment was denounced againſt him in the 
aforeſaid Letter; „That his Family and his People ſhould 
« fall into the Hands of a mercileſs Enemy, that ſhould ſpare 
& neither Women nor Children ; that he himſelf ſhould be 
© tormented with a lingring Pain in the Guts, till his Bowels, 
& by little and little, ſhould rot, and fall out.” This was 
to be his miſerable Condition, that ſhould bring him at laſt, 
though too late, to a Senſe, and Sight of his Wickedneſs. 
This, in ſhort, was the Subftance of the Writing that was de- 
liver'd to Jehoram in the Name of Eliſha, . 
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CHAP. III. 


The Arabians break-in upon Jehoram. His miſerable 
End. Ahaziah his Son ſucceeds him. 


Some ſhort time after this, an Army of Arabians ſrom the 
| Borders of Æthiopia, together with a Medly of other Bar- 

harians, brake-in upon the Kingdom of Fehoram ; ravaged 
the Country ; rifled the Palace ; put the King's Wives to the 
Sword, and all his Children, one only excepted, 4haziah by 
Name, who very narrowly ſcap'd the Fury of the Enemy. 
The King, after this publick Calamity, fell into a Diſeaſe, ac- 
cording to what the Prophet foretold him; which was ſuch 
a kind of Plague in the Guts, that all People look'd upon it 
as a juſt Judgment of God upon him in his Diſpleaſure ; his 
Bowels dropping daily out of his Belly before his own Eyes, 
The People inſulted over the Carcaſe, and drew Inferences 
from the Exemplary manner of his Puniſhment, to the De- 
gree of his Wickedneſs, and that the Wrath of God was up- 
on him. They would neither vouchſafe him a Royal Fune- 
ral, nor a Place in his Father's Monument. He lived forty 
Years : He reigned eight; and the People of Judah placed 
Ahaziah upon the Throne of his Father, 


— 
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CHAP IV. 


Jehoram beſieges Ramoth; receives a Wound, and re- 
tires to Jezreel. Jehu carries on the Siege, Jehu 
anointed King of Iſrael, with a Command to extirpate 
the Family of Ahab. He marches directly to Jezreel, 
where Jehoram and his Nephew Ahaziah were at 
that time together. | 


* TEhoram, the King of the Mraelites, was in hope, after the 

Death of Adad, that he might recover Ramoth of Gi- 
lead ; and in that Proſpect, he levy'd a great Army, and 
advanc'd towards it. In that Attempt he received a Wound 


with an Arrow from the Bow of a Syrian. It was not 
e P p 3 85 mortal; 
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Mortal ; but yet, ſuch as it was, he was fain to withdraw 
to the City Jezreel for the Conveniencies of the Cure, leav- 
ing his whole Army behind him at the Siege of Ramoth, un- 
der the Command of Fehz, the Son of Amaſis, who took 
the Town by Force. Fehoram propoſed upon his Recovery, 
to make War upon the Syrians ; and in the mean time, E- 
liſha ſent one of his Diſciples with Holy Oil to Ramoth, there 
fo Anoint and Declare ehu King, and to do it in the Name 
of God, and by his Authority and Order. The Prophet 
gave him ſome other Things in Charge alſo, and command- 
ed him to ſlip away as faſt as he could, and without making 
any Creature privy to his Journey. When he came to the 
Town, he found 7eha fitting with the Head-Officers of the 
Army, as was foretold him by Eliſha : So he went up to him, 
and gave him to underſtand, that he deſir'd to have a Word 
or two in private with him, 7eha roſe up preſently, and the 
Meſſenger follow'd him into his Cabinet. So the Young 
Man took out his Oil, and poured it on his Head; telling 
With, that God had choſen him King for the Deſtruction of the 

louſe of 4hab, and to revenge the Blood of the Prophets, 
that againſt all Right and Reaſon was ſpilt by Jezebel! : And 
that as 7eroboar the Son of Nebat, and after him, the Family 
of 3 were utterly rooted- out, and deſtroy'd for their 
Wickedneſs; ſo there ſhould be no Remainder left of the wick- 
ed Stock of Abab. Sd ſoon as he had ſpoken theſe Words, he 
went his way out of the Cabinet in all haſte ; and as near as he 
could, ſo privately, that no body ſhould ſee him: 7ehu return- 
ing forthwith to his Place among the Commanders. The Of- 
ficers had a great Mind to know what that Youth's Bus'neſs 
was ; for he look'd (they faid) as if he were not well in his 
Wits, Why you are not much wide, ſays 7ehz, for he did 
Tpeak effectually the Words of a Mad-Man. This Suſpenſion 
did but make the Officers more and more Inquiſitive, what 
it was he came about: So Jeu told them in plain Terms, 
that he came to him with a Meſſage from God to Pronounce : 
him Xing. At the Hearing of theſe Words, the Commanders 
took every Man his Cloak, and laid them one upon another 


for 7ehu to ſit down upon, in lieu of a Throne; and when 


he had taken bis Place, they all ſaluted him Xing, with 
Acclamations, Benedictions, and the Sound of Horns and 
Trumpets, to gratulate his Acceſſion to the Throne. Feha- 
ram was now under the Surgeon's Hands at 7ezreel, for the 
Wound he got at the Siege of Ramoth and his Siſter's Son 
Abariab was there at the ſame time too, upon a vie ä 
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Viſit to him: So that 7ehu took this Opportunity of Mirch- 
ing with his Army to 7ezreel, where he might ſurprize them 
both at once ; precautioning his Soldiers, as a Proof of their 
Fidelity to him, neither directly nor indirectly to give Jeho- 
ram any Knowledge, or Intimation of the Matter. 


— 


CHAP. v. 
Jehu Kills Jehoram and Ahaziah with his own Hand. 


LES "il 


A. 


of H E Soldiers ply'd their Orders with great Chearfulneſs, 
poſſeſſing themſelves of all the Paſſes, and Avenues to 

the Town, and keeping ſo ſtrict a Guard upon them, that it 
was morally impoſlible to get any Intelligence into the 
Place without Diſcovery. While this was a-doing, Jehu 
mounts his Chariot, and with a Party of choice Men, ad- 
vances in all haſte toward the City. The King had a Scout 
abroad, to obſerve what People paſſed that Way; and this 
Scout finding Jehu at the Head of his Troops, poſted away 
immediately to Fehoram with the Tidings of a Body of Horſe 
upon their March : The King upon this diſpatched away 2 
Horſeman out of hand, with Inſtructions to go up towards 
the Party, and learn who they were. The Meſſenger went 
and did as he was'order'd, and enquiring alſo into the State 
of the Army: For the King, he ſaid, had a mind to know. 
Do not you trouble your Head, ſays Jehu, with the Bus'neſs 
of the Army; but fall-off into the Rear, and march along 
with them. The Man did ſo, and the Scout preſently gave 
the King Notice of it, that his Meſſenger had join'd the 
Troops. Fehoram, upon this, ſent once again yet with the 
{ame Inſtructions, ans with the very ſame Succeſs ; when 
receiving no Satisfaction upon the main, he took his Chariot 
himſelf, and 4haziah the King of Zudah along with him: 
(His Kinſman, as I told you, that was upon a Viſit to him.) 
So they went out together to meet Jehu; who moved very 
leiſurely, and coming into the Field of Naboth, Fehoram 
alked 7ehu how Matters went in the Army; the other an- 
ſwering with a bitter Reflection upon the Whoredom and 
Witchcraft of his Mother. This gave 7ehoram to underſtand, 
that that was no Place for him to ſtay in: So he told a- 
Ziah that he was betray'd ; and as he was driving away to 
Mift for himſelf, %u ſhot him through the Heart with an 
Arrow, ſo that he drop'd from his Chariot; and ſoon after 
4 Pp 4 commanded 


Book IX, 
commanded Bidkar the Captain of a. Tertia of the Army, to 
take the Carcaſe, and caſt it out into the Field of Naboth, 
which put him in mind of what the Prophet + Elijah had 
formerly ſaid to his Father Ahab; to wit, that he and his 
Family were to periſh in that Place : W hich he himſelf had 

heard, as he was fitting in a Chariot behind Aab; and e- 
very thing fell out accordingly. Upon the Death of 7eho- 
ram, Ahaziah began to have an Apprehenſion of himſelf too, 
and ſo turn'd-off into a By way, where he thought 7ehu 
would not find him ; but following him however to a cer- 
4 tain Bank, he wounded him with an Arrow, which made 

16 him preſently leave his Chariot, and take Horſe to ſave him- 
ſelf by Flight, He got-off to the City of Megiddo, where 
'" he lay a-while for his Cure, and not long after dy'd of his 
11 Wound : From thence he was carry'd to Jeruſalem, and 
| there bury'd, after he had reigned one Year; and a wicked» 

ft er Man by much then his Father. 
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Jehu orders Jezebel to be put to Death; with Ahab's 
ſeventy Sous, and all his Relations ; forty two Ver- 
ſons of the Blood of Ahaziah, and all the Prieſts of 
the "I'yrian-Baal: 4% Yemple alſo to be deſtroy'd, 

which Ahab erected to the Honour of that Idol. 


this ironical Conceit upon him: A hopeful Servant, ſays ſhe, 
that kills his Maſter. Jehu, both ſeeing the Woman, and 
hearing the Words, call'd out to her to know what ſhe was, 
and bad her come down ; but not coming immediately, he 
commanded the Eunuchs, that were there then about her, to 

' eaſt her down Headlong ; which they did, and the Walls were 
bloody with the daſhing of the Body in the Fall. As ſhe 
lay dead upon the Ground, the Horſemen rode over the 
Carcaſe, and trampled it to Dirt: Jehu gnd his Friends 
marching forward to the Palace to refreſh themſelves. When 
they had been there a-while, chu order'd Jezebel's Servants, 
out 


| | [1 | \ S J7ehu came into Fezreel, Jezebel planted herſelf in a 
tt Turret-Window, ſet out gloriouſly with Dreſs and Or- 
1 nament, to ſee his Entry. As he was paſling by, ſhe let fall 
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out of Reſpect to her Quality, to ſee their Miſtreſs bury'd ; 
for ſays he, ſhe was a King's Daughter : But when they came 
to look for the Body, there was nothing to be found but a 
Piece of the Skull, the Palms of her Hands, and the Soles of 
her Feet; the Dogs have eaten up all the reſt, This Pro- 
,vidence gave 7ehu more and more Veneration ſtill for the 
Divine Spirit of Elijah, who had foretold, * That Dogs 
ſhould cat the Fleſh of Jezebel in the Field of Jexreel. 

+ Ahab had ſeventy Sons, and all at this time in Samaria, 
where they were brought up: So 7ehu wrote thither two 
Letters, one to their Governours, and the other to the Magi- 
ſtrates of the Place, wherein he gave them to underſtand, 
that being well provided of Horſes, Men, Arms, Chariots, 
and other Neceſſaries for War; beſide fortify'd Towns, and 
ſtrong Holds, they ſhould do well to make choice of one of 
the fineſt and the bravelt Young Men they could pick out of 
the whole Brood of Ahab, for their Xing, under whoſe Con- 
duct they might revenge the Death of their Lord and Maſter. 
He caſt out theſe Words among them, only to feel the Pulſe 
of the People, and to try how they ſtood affected to his In- 
tereſt. The Perſons to whom theſe Letters were addreſs'd, 
read them over and over with great Care and Conſideration ; 
-and agreeing upon the Main, that it would not be ſafe, un- 
der their Cicumſtances, to oppole a Power that had already 
been too hard for two great Kings, the Anſwer they reſolv'd 
upon was only in the Way of a ſly and civil Excuſe, to let 
him know, that they neither did nor would own any other 
Lord and Maſter then himſelf; and that they were to all Pur- 
poſes at his Devotion. 7ehu wrote them Word back again, 
that if they meant good Faith, they ſhould forthwith ſend 
him the Heads of all 4ha#'s Sons, as a Token and Teſtimony of 
their Readineſs to ſerve him. The Magiſtrates and the Young 
Mens Tutors conferr'd together about it; and without any 
Scruple of Tenderneſs or Compaſhon, agreed among them- 
ſelves to cut-off all their Heads, and ſent them in Baſkets to 
7ezreel, The King and his Friends were together at Supper, 
when the News was brought him that the Heads were come : 
So he order'd them to be laid in two Heaps before the Gate; 
on each ſide one; and the next Morning going out to view 
them, turning his Speech to the People, [ had a Hand, ſays he, 
in the Death of my Maſter. But whoſe doing is all this? His 
Bus'neſs was to ſatisfy the People, that all this Rigour upon 


the Houſe of Ahab, was not only according to the Will of 
a 4 God, 


— 


* 1 Kings 21, 23. T 2 Kings 10. 
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God, but anſwerable to what God himſelf had foretold by 
the Mouth of the Prophet. He deſtroy'd as many, in ſhort, 
of the Family of Ahab as he could find, and returned after. 
ward to Samaria. Falling into Company upon the Way with 
ſeveral of the Kindred of 4haziah, King of 7eruſalem, he aſked 
them whither they were a-going ? They anſwered, that the; 
were going to pay their Duty to Zehoram, and King Ahaziah, 0 
having heard nothing as yet of their Death by the Hand of Fi 


Jebhu. There were two and forty of them in Number, and er 
Jehu caus'd them all to be ſlain, He happen'd afterward to th 
meet with Jehonadab, a particular Friend of his, and a very of 
good juſt Man, who after the firſt Salutation, highly com- an 
mended him for his Zeal in rooting- out the Race and Family aj 
of wicked 4hab, according to the Command, and Appoint- ar 
ment of God. 7ehx then invited him into his Chariot te it 
go along with him to Samearia ; telling him that he ſhould T 


now ſee he would ſpare no Apoſtates, but put all the Fal/c h 
Prieſts and Prophets to the Sword, every Man of them, that by 
had ſeduced the People from the Religion of their Forefathers, ol 
into the idolatrous Worſhip of falſe Gods: Accounting it à 
glorious Spectacle, for a good Man to fee the Wicked pu- 
niſh'd according to their Deſerts. Jehonadab ſubmitted to 
the King's Pleaſure, and waited upon him in his Chariot to 
the City. Jehu, ſo ſoon as they came thither, cauſed a ſtrict A 
Search to be made for 4hab's Relations, and put them all to 
Death as faſt as he found them ; and being alſo reſolved that 
none of Ahab's falſe Prophets, or profane Prieſts, ſhould 
*"ſcape him, he circumvented them all with a Trick. He ap- 
pointed the People to meet in an Aſſembly, telling them, 


that if Ahab ſerved Baal à little, Fehu ſhould ſerve him twice | * 
as much, for he would worſhip double the Number ; and | 

therefore he would have all the Prieſts and Prophets of Baal 1 
to be preſent, to a ſingle Man; for he had a great Sacrifice to ba 
offer to the God of Ahab, whom they called Baal, and it ſhould 8 
be Death for any Prieſt to abſent himſelf, So he ſent his Meſ- t 
ſengers up and down all over ael, to ſummon the Prieſts 5 
up to Samaria at the appointed Day. Upon their Arrival 
they had Veſtments given them, which they put on. So 7e 1 
took Jehonadab with him into the Houſe of Baal, where a 1 
ſtrict Search was made, that there might not be any Crea- b 
ture there preſent, more then the Servants of Baal; for 7e- l 
hu would not ſuffer, he ſaid, any profane Intruder to inter- e 


mix in that holy Worſhip. When 7ehu found that they 

were all Baalites, and juſt entring upon the Ceremony, he 

Had fourſcore Men ready at the Door, that waited _ — ä 
. . » or 
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Word of Command, to break-in upon the Apoſtates. Their 
Orders were to put all the falſe Prophets to the Sword, and 
, to vindicate the Religion of their Anceſtors, under this Con- 
dition and Penalty ; that whoever ſhould ſpare the Life of 
but any one of them, his Life ſnould anſwer for the other's. 
The Word was given, and they executed their Commiſſion 
to the uttermoſt Rigour. They kill'd them all to a Man; ſet 
Fire to the Palace itſelf, and ſo purg'd the City of all its fas» 
crilegious Abominations. This Baal was the Syrzans Idol, 
that Ahab dedicated an Altar to, in Samaria, for the Sake 
of Ithobul his Father-in-Law, the King of Tyre and Sydon ; 
and aſſigned them Prieſts and Prophets, and other Neceſſaries 
appertaining to their Religion. Now Fehy aboliſh'd the Rites 
and Ceremonies of this Worſhip ; but permitted the /rael- 
ztes to go-on {till in the Adoration of their Golden Calves. 
This Severity of his againſt that impions Generation did 
however ſo far atone for the reſt, that God ſignify'd to him 
by his Prophet, that his Poſterity ſhould ſit upon the Throne 
of Iſrael to the fourth Generation. 


— 
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Athaliah meditates a Revenge upon the Houſe of David, 
for that of Ahab. Jehoiada the High- Frieſt ſaves Joaſh, 
the Son of Ahaziah King of Judah; ſets him upon the 
Throne, and cauſes Athaliah to be put to Death. 


A af % 


* Hen Athaliab, the Daughter of 4hab, King of Hrael, 
| and the Widow of Jehoram King of Judah, came to 

underſtand what Havock Fehu had made in her Father's 
wicked Family; King 7ehoram her Brother aſſaſſinated ; her 
Son Abaziah dead of his Wound, and the whole Stock upon 
the Point of being utterly rooted-out ; ſhe took up a Reſolu- 
tion of going the ſame way to Work with the Houle of Da- 
vid, and not to leave ſo much as one Man alive of the Fami- 
ly, to pretend afterward to the Kingdom of Zudah. This was 
her Determination, and it was none of her Fault that it 
was not executed: For of all the Sons of Ahaziab, there 
was only one that ſcaped; and the Manner of his Delive- 
rance was this. 7ehoſhabeth, the Siſter of Ahaziah, and the 


Wife of 7eho:ada the High-Prie/t, coming into the rug 
0 


— 
* 
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ſhe found a Male-Child, of about a Year old, whoſe Name 
was Joaſh, among the dead Bodies of the Sons of Ahaziah 
which the Nurle, it ſeems had hid there. She convey'd it 
away by Stealth to her own Lodgings, and ſo into the Tem- 
ple, where ſhe conceal'd, and took care of it, thorough the 
whole fix Years of (a) 4thaliah's Reign over Feruſalem, and 
the Two Tribes; and no Mortal of her Council all this while 
.privy to the Secret, but her own Huſband. ; 

In the ſeventh Year, Fehorada enter'd into an Aſſociation 
with five Captains, to force the Government out of 4thaliah's 
Hand, and transfer it to the right Heir; ſhewing them the 
Child that was then. preſent. So that their Bus'neſs was 
now only to interchange an Oath of Faith and Secrecy, and 
ſo apply themſelves to the Execution of the Deſign ; which 
they did immediately, and not without great Hope and Con- 
fidence of Succeſs, The Captains that ehoiada had engaged 
in this Enterprize, travell'd all over the Country, with Sum- 
mons to the Prieſts and Levites, and ſeveral of the principal 


Men in their Tribes, in the High-Prieſt's Name to go up to 


eruſalem ; where Jehoiada.told them, that they were now 


call'd up for Advice, about the common Good of the Pub- 


lick ; and that he would lay the whole Matter before them : 


But it muſt be kept private however; beſide that the Caſe 


requir'd not only Secrecy, but Help. Upon this he gave them 
their Oath of Secrecy, and then told them the whole Story, 


without any further Scruple, ſhewing them the Child likewiſe 


that he had taken into his Care, and preſerv'd. © This Child, 
« ſays he, is your King, and a Branch of that Family, which 


* God hath both promiſed and foretold (as you know very 
c well) ſhall never be wanting to ſupply the Throne of Da- 


« vid. Now it is my Advice, that you divide yourſelves 
« into three Bodies; one third to be upon the Guard of 
« the King in the Temple; a ſecond third to ſecure the 
% Paſſes, and Avenues that lead to it; and the Remainder 
© to guard the open Gate that leads to the Palace. As for 
© thoſe that have no Arms, let them be in the Temple if 
c they think fit; but no armed Man to be admitted there, 
< if he be not a Prieſt.” Fehoiada gave Order alſo for a ſelect 


Number of Prieſts and Levites to ſtand with their Swords 
drawn, as a Guard about the King's Perſon, and to kill any 
Man whatſoever, that ſhould preſs into the Temple with a 
Weapon about him; and to ſecure the Life and Safety of the 


King, at what Rate lever. They were all pleas'd with the 
Advice 


— 
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Advice and Contrivance of the High-Prieſt. So that the 
next thing to be done, was the putting of the Project in 
Execution. Fehoiada, upon this, open'd a Magazine of Mi- 
litary Proviſions that David had long ſince ſtor'd up in the 
Temple, delivering out Lances, Arrows, and what other 
Arms were there depoſited, to the Lenturions, Prieſts and 
Levites ; who planted themſelves as a Guard upon the Tem- 
ple quite around it; and fo ſtrictly beſet the Doors, that 
not a Creature was let in that had no Bus'neſs there. The 
Child was now produc'd with a Royal Crown upon his Head, 
and being anointed with Holy Oil according to Form, the 
High-Prieſt pronounc'd him King : Which Solemnity was 


accompany'd with a Thouſand Acclamations, and Wiſhes 


of happy Life, and Victory over all his Enemies, by the U- 
niverſality of the People. 

The Clamour of this Outcry and Proclamation, was a ter- 
rible Surprize to Athaliah, who preſently hurry'd away with 
their Guards, from the Palace to the Temple ; where ſhe 
herſelf was admitted by the Prieſt, but the Soldiers that fol- 
low'd her were kept out by the Guards that were polted there 
by Jehoiada for that very Purpoſe. So ſoon as Athaliah ſaw 
the Child upon the Throne, and with a Royal Crown upon his 
Head, ſhe tore her Garments, and call'd out with a loud 
Voice to kill that traiterous Uſurper. Fehciada, on the other 
fide, commands the Officers to ſeize that Woman, and carry 
her away to the Brook of Kidron, and there to put her to 
Death ; but the Temple was not to be polluted with the 
Blood of a Sorcereſs. Order was likewiſe given, that if any 
Man ſhould attempt a Reſcue, they ſhould put him to Death. 
They that had the Charge of this Commiſſion, carry'd her 
out of the Gate by the Paſſage of the King's Mules, and there 
diſpatch'd her. So ſoon as this Plot againſt 4tha/iah had ta- 
ken Effect, 7ehoiada call'd all the People, and Soldiers toge- 
ther, into the Temple, and gave them an Oath of Allegi- 
ance and Fidelity to the Xing, for the Safety and Defence of 
his Perſon, and the Honour and Preſervation of his Govern- 
ment. After this, the King himſelf took an Oath of a reli- 
gious Reverence to God, and for the Obſervance of thoſe 
Laws that Moſes received from Heaven, and tranſmitted to 
the People. In the next Place the People ran in Shoals to 
the Houſe of Baal, a Temple that A4thaliah, together with 
her Huſband J7ehoram, had erected, in Contempt of the 


True God, and to curry Favour with 4hab. This Temple, 


the Multitude deſtroy'd from the very Foundations, and kill'd 


Matton, one of Baal's Prieſts, that was then in waiting. = 
or 


for the Care of the Holy Temple, that was committed to the 
Charge of the Prieſts and Levites, according to the Inſtituti. 
on of David: Jehoiada appointing two Solemn Sacrifices to 
be offer'd up every Day, with Incenſe, according to the Di. 
rection of the Law; appointing Porters alfo out of the Num. 
ber of the Levites, for the keeping of the Temple, that there 
might not any Pollution get into it by ſtealth, When all 
Things were thus diſpos'd of, Joaſh was conducted out of the 
Temple into the Palace, by the Captains, the Governours, 
and all the People, where being plac'd a ſecond time upon 
the Throne, and received with repeated Acclamations, the 
People gave themſelves up for ſome Days, to Mirth and 
Feaſting, and not a Man of them that was not ſatisfy'd with 
the Death of that wicked Woman. Foafſh was ſeven Years 
of Age when he began to reign, His Mother's Name was 
Zibiah of Beer. ſbeba. He was a ſteady Man to the Laws and 
his Religion, ſo long as Fehviada lived: When he came af: 
terwards to Years of Maturity, he married two Wives, with 
the Approbation of the High-Prieſt, and had Children by 
them of both Sexes, Let this ſuffice for the Hiſtory of 7c- 
aſh, how he *ſcaped the Snares of Athaliah, and afterward 
ſucceeded to the Government. 


C HAF. VIII. 

The Death of Jehu. Joaſh ſucceeds him, who orders the 

* Temple of Jeruſalem to be repair d. The Death of 
Jehoiada, The Apoſtacy of Joalh. Zachary Now'd 10 
Death. Hazael beſieges Jeruſalem, Joaſh delivers 
up all his Treaſure for the Raiſing of the Siege, and 
is ſlain by the Friends of Zachary. 


* Hel, the King of Syria, made à bloody War upon the 
Iſraelites, and their King; laying waſte a great Tract 

of Land to the Eaſtward beyond Jordan; particularly, in the 
Tribes of Reuben, Cad, and Manaſſes, and ſo in Gilead, and 
 Batanea : Not only burning and pillaging, but putting Man, 
Woman, and Child to the Sword allo, wherever he eame, 
without either Mercy, or Quarter: And all this was done 
with little or no Difficulty, or Oppoſition from Fehr neither, 
being 
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deing a Man that fpent his whole Time in a ſtupid Contempt 
of God's Religion and holy Laws. He died in the ſeven and 
twentieth Year of his Government over ael, and was bu- 
ried at Samaria; Jehoaſh his Son ſucceeding him. 

In the Days of 7ehoram and Athaliah, and of their Sons, 
the Temple was gone quite to Ruin for want of Care and 
Repairing : So that Joaſh the King of Feruſalem ſent for Fes 
hoiada the High- Prieſt to give him Order about it; which was, 
that he ſhould ſend Prie/ts and Levites into all the Quarters 
of his Dominions, to charge every Man at half a Silver She- 


kel a Head, toward making good the Breaches and Decays 


of the Temple. But this Command notwithſtanding, there 
was nothing done toward it at preſent ; for 7choiada very well 
knew, that the People were not at that time over forward to 
lay out Money in building of Churches. But 7oafb after- 
ward, in the three and twentieth Year of his Reign, finding 
the Project of ſo good and needful a Work, to be totally for- 
gotten, and laid aſide, he charged the High-Prieſi and Le- 
vites Wi'h the Care of it once again; and not without bla. 
ming the ., in ſome degree, for the by- paſt Neglect of their 
Duty. This put Jehoiada upon bethinking himſelf how the 
Buſineſs might be brought about without any Grievance to 
the People; and in the End, he pitch'd upon this Expedient. 
There was a Wooden Cheſt provided, cloſe wrought, and 
' lock'd, with a Slit thorough the Cover of-it, to receive what 
Pieces of Money ſoever ſhould be put into it. This was to 
be placed near the Altar, and the People invited to ſhew 
their Good-wilt upon this Occaſion toward the Work in 
hand, in Proportion to the Zeal they had to the True Reli- 
gion, and God's Service. The whole Multitude was fo well 
pleaſed with this Method and Contrivance, that they broughe 
in Gold and Silver in a kind of Strife who ſhould do moſt. 
The Cheſt was every Day open'd, the Money counted, and 
regiſter'd by the Clerk of the Treaſury, and then lock'd up 
apain by the Prie/t, who had the keeping of the Key : And 
all this was done in the Preſence of the King. 

When they had gotten Treaſure enough to begin withal, 
the King and the High-Prieſt hir'd Carpenters, Maſons, and 
other Attificers ; provided the largeſt and the choiceſt Tim» 
bers that were to be gotten, and went in hand with the Re- 
parations; employing the Over - plus (which was very conſi- 
derable) after the finiſhing of that Work, upon Cups, Fla- 
gons, Goblets, and other Veſſels for holy Uſes, over and 
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JB 
above the Oblation of daily Sacrifices : And this Order was 


exactly obſerv'd while 7ehozada liv'd ; but in the hundred 
and thirtieth Year of his Age he dy'd : A Man of ſignal Pro- 


bity and Juſtice; and ſo highly eſteem'd of, as a Friend to 


the Houſe of David, that his Body was depoſited in the Se- 
pulchre of the Kings. Aſter his Deceaſe, cab fell off from 
his former Zeal and Care for Religion, and the Princes of 
the People quickly follow'd his Example; to the Degree of 
valuing themſelves upon the Contempt of holy Things and 
Duties. Upon this abominable Apoſtacy, both of the King 
and of his Miniſters, God ſent Prophets to them to expoſtu— 
late and reaſon the Matter with them, and to convince them 
of their Wickedneſs ; but they were ſo reprobated, and hard- 
en'd in their Iniquity, that neither the Example of their 


| Forefathers, and their Families, that had been cut off, and 


routed out, for the ſame Contempt; nor the Threatnings of 
the Prophets wrought any thing upon them : But the King 


cauſed Zachariah, the Son of the High-Prieſt Zehoiada, to be 


ſton'd to Death in the very Temple, without any regard to 
the Merits and good Counſels of his Father. And what was 
his Fault, but the exhorting of both King and People to Re- 
pentance, and to the Adminiſtration of equal Juſtice ; and 
not without a Premonition of the grievous Judgments that 
would befal them, if they perſiſted in their Iniquity. Za- 
chariah, with his laſt Breath, appealed to God, both as his 
Jadge, and as his Witneſs, That the Crime he dy'd for 
« was only the giving of good Advice, and being the Son of 
< a Father that had deſèrved fo well from Foaſh ; and that 
%% the Death he then ſuffer'd was but the Reward of thoſe 
« Services.” It was not long after this, that Divine Ven- 
geance overtook the King himſelf; for Hazael, the King of 
Syria, made an Inroad into his Country; rifled and de— 
ſtroy'd Cath, in the firſt Place, and from thence marched to- 
ward Feruſalem, where the King himſelf had taken SanCtua- 
ry. Foaſh was ſo affrighted at the Approach of the Syrians 
Army, that he compounded for himſelf, and the City, and 
deliver'd up all the Treaſure of the Temple, as well what 
was dedicated to God, as the Donatives of particular Kings, 
as 2 Bribe to Hazael for the ſaving of his Carcaſe; which 
he accepted of, being a prodigious Sum of Money, and ſo 
rais'd the Siege upon it. 7oafh, after this, fell into a deſpe- 
rate Fit of Sickneſs, and the Friends of Zachariah took their 
Revenge upon him by Surprize, for the Murder of the Son 


of the High-Frieſt. He was bury'd at Jeruſalem, at the * 
| N | 0 
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of forty ſeven Years ; but a. Man of ſo exemplary a Wick- 
edneſs, that they would not allow him the Honour of a Se- 
pulchre among the Kings, his Predeceſſors. 


: * : 
SDOK . 


CHAEF I 

Amaziah ſucceeds Joaſh. Jehoahaz implores God's Ai. 
ſtance againſt Hazael, and obtains it. His Son Joaſh 
ſucceeds him, Eliſha foretels the Ruin of the Aſſyri- 


ans. The Death of Hazael, and the Government de- 
ſcends to his $0n Adad. 


ä — 


* A Hazidh ſucceeded Foaſh his Father in the Government 
of Judah; and in the one and twentieth Year of 7ea/h, 
Fehoahaz the Son of Fehu, enter'd upon the Government of 
Iſrael in Samaria, and reigned ſeventeen Years : Not fo 
much after the Example of his Father, as after that of the 
worſt of his former Predeceſſors, that liv'd in an open De- 
flance of God, and all Goodneſs. The King of Syria, in the 
mean time, had brought down his mighty Power to the mi- 
ſerable Pittance of ten Thouſand Foot and five Hundred 
Horſe, to truſt to: Over- running ſeveral of his Cities, and 
killing a World of his People. This Calamity of the Va- 
elites was foretold by Eliſha in his Prediction to Hazael, when, 
he told him that he ſhould kill his Lord, and poſſeſs himſelf 
of the Government of Syria and Damaſcus. In this unhap- 
85 Juncture, Fehoahaz had recourſe to God by Prayers, and 
upplications, for Deliverance from the Power and Oppreſſi- 
on of Hazael: Upon which Humiliation of his, that gracious 
God, who not only cherithes the Innocent, but pardons the 
Penitent, and chuſes rather to corre&, and to reform the 
Wicked, then to deſtroy them, was prevail'd upon to deli- 
ver him from the Burden of a ruinons War, by a tim-(y. 
Peace, and to reſtore his Dominions to their former State of 
Happineſs and Plenty. 
After the Death of 7ehoahaz, Joaſh his Son came to the 
Government of 1/rael, and Samaria, in the ſeven and thir- 
tieth Year of the Reign of Zoaſh, King of Judah: This King 
and the King of Jeruſalem being both of a Name. He held 
the Government ſixteen Tears: An excellent Man; and no- 
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thing in him of his Father's way of Life and Converſation. 
The Prophet Eliſpa was now far gone in Tears; and being at 
this time upon his laſt Bed of Sickneſs, 7oaſh made him a 
Viſit in his Extremity, and out of a Tenderneſs, to ſee the 
good Man labouring in bis Agonies, burſt out into Tears and 
Lamentations; treating him in the Style of the Father, the 
Defender and the Protector of his Country; © For ſo long 
as he liv'd, the People were ſecure, he faid, againſt all their 
& Enemies, even without any need of Arms through the Be- 
cc nefit and Bleſſing of his Prayers and Predictions; but that 
b & whenever he was taken away, they ſhould be left naked 
ö ce and defenceleſs, at the Mercy of their Enemies: And 
therefore, for his own part, he had infinitely rather leave 
& the World with him, then ſtay in it without him.“ 
=_ - This compaſhonate Softneſs wrought fo far upon the Pro- 
tif  phet, that to comfort the King, he call'd for a Bow and Ar- 
| rows, laid his Hand upon it, and bad him bend it and ſhoot. 
1 He diſcharg'd thrice, and then gave over: So Eliſha told 
I him, * That if he had let fly more Shafts, he ſhould have 
4: % over-run the whole Kingdom of the Syrians ; but ſince he 
« gave it off at the third Shot, he muſt content himſelf with 
& three ſeveral Victories over them: Wherein he ſhould re- 
% cover the Land they had taken from his Father,” The 
King went his way upon theſe Words ; and the Prophet de- 
parted this Life ſoon after. He was a Man celebrated for his 
Juſtice, and without all diſpute highly in God's Favour, as 
appears by the Hiſtory of, the wonderful Things he did, and 
the Miracles that he wrought in abundance, as the Account of 
them ſtands ſacred upon the Records of the Hebrews to this 
Day. They gave him, in fine, a pompous, and an honour- 
able Interment, anſwerable to the Dignity, and Merit of ſo 
great a Saint. It happen'd, after this, that a Traveller was 
Killed upon the Way by Thieves, and the Body thrown into 
the Prophet's Monument ; which, upon the bare touch of E- 
f liſha, was immediately reviv'd : 80 that both dead and liv - 
| ing, this Prophet wrought Miracles. 
1 Hlazael was now dead, and the Kingdom of Syria fall'n 
7K by an Hereditary.Right to his Son dad, who was overthrown 
I by Joaſh in three Battles; and all that Country recover'd to 
37 the //raelites again, which his Father had wreſted from them; 
ammaaccording to the Prediction of Eliſha. Upon the Death of 
J Teaſh, Jercboam his Son enter'd upon the Government. 
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CHAE X 
Amaziah defeats the Amalekites, Idumæans, and Gaba- 
rens. He Apoſtatizes. Joaſh overcomes and takes hint 
Priſoner. He delivers up Jeruſalem to ſave bis Life, 
He is kild by his own People, and his Son Uzziah ſuc- 
ceeds him. | 


N the ſecond Year of Foaſh King of 1/rael, Amaziah came 
to the Government of the Tribe of 7«dah, in the City of 
Jeruſalem. His Mother's Name was 7ehoadan, a Native of 
the Place. He had a wonderful Reverence for Juſtice, even 
in the Tenderneſs of his Youth ; and began his Adminiſtra- 
tion in revenging the Death of his Father upon their Heads 
who treacheroully murder'd him, under a Cloak of Friend 
ſhip. He brought the 4/afines all to publick Juſtice ; but 
{par'd their Children, according to the Opinion and Precept 
of Moſes, who thought it unreaſonable to puniſh the Chil- 
dren for the Iniquity of the Fathers. * After this, he made 
a Levy in the Tribes of 7udah and Benjamin, of the choiceſt 


\ Young Men that were to be found, of about twenty Years 


of Age, little over or under, which he liſted, and ſet Centus 
rions over them. He treated with the King of the 1/raelites 
for twenty Thouſand Auxiliaries ; at the rate of a hundred 
Talents of Silver for the Hire of them, and the Money paid 
down; being reſolv'd upon a War with the Amalehkites, the 
Edomites, and the Gabilizes, + He was juſt upon the Point 
of marching againſt them, when a Man of God adviſed him 
by all means to diſmiſs the //aelites ; for they were a wick- 
ed Generation, and would certainly be deſtroy'd, together 
with thoſe that join'd with them: Beſide that he had a ſuffi- 
cient Force of his own, with God's Aſſiſtance, to confound 
the Enemy. The King having already parted with his Mo- 
ney, was not a little troubled at the Thought of loſing both 
his Pay, and his Men; but yet upon tne Propher's Inſtance to 
reſign himſelf wholly to the Will of God, under whoſe Pro- 
tection he ſhould be ſure to want nothing, he diſcharg'd his 
Auxiliaries, with this Preface to the Farewel, That © He 


&« frankly beſtow'd that Treaſure upon them as a Bounty, | 


* which they had received only as a Hire.” Immediately up- 
on parting with his Mercenaries, he advanc'd with his own 
| 2 proper 
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proper Troops againſt the People above-mentioned, whom he 
overcame, and cut off ten Thouſand of them in one Battle, 
and carry'd away ten Thouſand more to the Top of a great 
Rock, that over- looks Arabia, where they were all thrown © 
down the Precipice and deſtroy'd: And fo 4maziah returned 
home again with a great Booty. But in this while, the twen- 
ty Thouſand Mercenaries took it ſo heinouſly to be turn'd off 
ſo ſcandalouſly, and without any CoJour of Reaſon for it, that 
to revenge the Affront of that Contempt, they made an out- 
rageous Inroad into the King's Country, laying all waſte as 
far as Bethſeamere; putting three Thouſand People to the 
Sword, and carrying away a great Number of their Cattle. 

Amaziah was ſo puff'd up with the Conceit of this Victo- 
ry, that he had no longer any Thought of him that was the 
Author of it; but went over from the Worſhip of the True 
God to the Idols of the Amalehites. The Prophet, upon this, 
went to the King, and told him, That he could not but 
wonder at his Dependence upon thoſe Powers, that were 
* ſo far from being able to protect their Servants, that they 
could not defend themſelves ; but were taken Priſoners by 
© the Hebrews, and carry'd away like Slaves to 7eruſalem, 
© with the reſt of the Spoil.” The King cut him off ſhort 
in his Diſcourſe, at this rate of Reproach, and bad him at his 
Peril, not to meddle any further in a Bus'neſs that did not 
concern him. The Prophet's Anſwer was, „That for the 
future he would be quiet; but aſſuring him withal, that 
5 the Superſtition of this Apoſtacy would not 'ſcape a Di- 
“ vine Vengeance,” a | 

Amaziah was ſo tranſported with Vanity, and Inſolence 
upon his late Succeſs, that without any regard to the Hand 
of Divine Providence, he wrote an imperious Letter ſome 
time after, to 7oaſh, the King of the 1/raelites, commanding 
him and his People to pay the fame Allegiance to him, which 
they had formerly render'd to his Anceſtors, David and Solo- 
mon, or in caſe of their Refuſal, to expect a Deciſion of the 
Cauſe by the Sword: To which Summons, 7oaſh returned 
this Anſwer. . | 


King*7oaſh to King Amazziah, Greeting. 


ce Tt happened once upon a Time, betwixt a Cypreſs-Tree 
& and a 7hi/He, upon Mount Libanus, that the Thi/Fle ſent to 
the Cyprefs, ſaying, Give thy Daughter to my Son to Wife. 
„% Whercupor, a wild Beaſt went and trod down the Thi- 
„ tle. Make ute of this Example for your own OI, 
9 an 
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£ and to moderate your Ambition, without aſpiring to Things 


cc out of your reach. Have a care, that this Confidence, and 


&« Pride of yours for the Overthrow of the Amaleſtites, do not 
ce betray you ſome time or other to the Lots of your Life and 
© Kingdom.” | | 

This Anſwer to Amaziah was but ſo much Oil to the 
Flame, and made him ten times more furious and implacable 
then before: God in his Juſtice giving him up, as may be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed, to ſuch a violent Impotency of Rage 
and Paſſion, as would certainly expoſe him to the Stroke of 
Divine Juſtice for his Impiety. In this Heat he took the 
Field ; and both Armies were drawn-up in Form of Battle. 
But no ſooner were they advanced within fight of the Enemy, 
but his Men were inſtantly ſtruck with ſo judicial a Conſter- 
nation and Terror, that they turn'd their Backs without 
ſtriking a Blow, and flying ſeveral Ways, left Amaziab Pri- 
ſoner in the Hands of his Enemies, who refuſed to give him 
Quarter upon any other Terms, then that the Citizens of Je- 
ruſalem ſhould ſet open the Gates, and receive him and his 
victorious Army into the Town; which, betwixt the Pinch 
of Neceſlity, and the Love of Life, they were prevail'd upon 
to do: So that Foaſh enter'd the Town in his triumphal 
Chariot thorough a Breach of three hundred Cubits of Wall 
that he had caus'd to be broken down, with his Priſoner 4- 
maziah marching before him; and this was the Manner of 
his making himſelf Maſter of the Place. He made a Seazure 
of all the holy Plate and Treaſure, and of all the Gold and 
Silver likewiſe that he could find in the Palace ; carrying the 
whole Spoil away with him, and then diſmiſſing the King, 
he return'd to Samaria. This Calamity befel Feru/alem in 


the fourteenth Year of Amaziah's Reign. The People of 


Jeruſalem, after this, enter'd into a Conſpiracy againſt him: 
So that he was forced to fly for Safety to Lachiſh ; but that 
would not ſerve his turn, for the Rufhans follow'd him thi- 
ther, and there they murder'd him. His Body was carry'd 
back to Feruſalem, where it was bury'd with a Royal State. 


This was the miſerable End he came to, for the Neglect of 


God's Worſhip, and hankering after Innovations in Religion. 
He dy'd in the fiftieth or one and fiftieth Year of his Life, 
and the twenty ninth of his Reign; leaving his Son Uzziah 
the Succellor to his Government, 


Qq3z CHAP, 
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The tory of Jonas. The Death of Jeroboam. His Sou 
Zachariah ſucceeds him. Uzziah's excellent Qualities, 
Conqueſts, and his great Care for Jeruſalem : But 
his Proſperity makes him forget God, and he is puniſh'd 
or it. His Son Jotham ſucceeds him. Shallum Eills 
Zachariah, and uſurps the Government. Menahem 
kills Shallum, and reigns ten Year, Pekahiah his 
Son ſuceeeds him. Pekah murders him, and reigns in 
his Place. Tiglath-Pileſer makes War upon him. 
The Virtues and good Qualities of Jotham King of 
Judah: In his time Nahum the Prophet fortels the 
Deſtruction of Niniveh, and the Aſſyrian Empire. 


IN the fifteenth Year of the Reign of Amaziah, Jeroboam 
the Son of Foaſh, was made King over 1ſrael, and kept 
big Court in Samara, in the Palace of his Forefathers, for the 
whole forty Years of his Reign. He was a Prince impious 
to the higheſt Degree, wholly abandon'd to [dolatry ; and ſo 
licentious, that he ſtuck at nothing, though never ſo wicked, 
that he had a mind to: And the Judgments that his profii- 
gate Courſe of Life brought upon the Maelites, were almoſt 
innumerable. It was foretold of him by Jonas the Prophet, 
that he ſhould overcome the Syrians, and enlarge his Terri- 
tories, as far as the City Hamath on the North, and the Lake 
Aßpbaltites on the Scuth ; which were formerly the Bounds 
of the Land of Chanaan, according to the Allotment of Foſhug 
the General. Feroboam was fo elevated upon this Prediction, 
that he took away from the Syrians all that Tract of Ground 
before ſpoken of, and annexed it to his own Dominions; and 
therein made good the Prediction of the Prophet. Now in 
regard that I have ſtrictly ty'd-up myſelf to write the Hiſto- 
ry of the Hebrews with exact Truth and good Faith, I muſt 
not paſs aver, what I find recorded of this Matter in holy 
Writ, | n | | 
ff The Word of the Lord came unto Fonah, ſaying : Ariſe 
ge and go to Nineveh, and there Cry aloud to them, that That 
Great Kingdom is to be ſuddenly deſtroy'd : But 7onah, 
9 the Danger of being an Author of ſuch Tidings to 
OS « them, 
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ce them, thought it better to ſlip out of the Way, (as if he 
c could hide himſelf from God) and ſo went a-board a Veſſel 
& at Joppa, that was bound for Tarſhiſh in Cilicia. While 
they were upon the Way, there aroſe a violent Tempeſt, 
„ that put the Maſter, the Mariners, and the Pilot himſelf, all 
E to their Wits end, for fear of being fwallow'd-up. But it 
ce was obſerv'd, that while the Crew were at their Prayers, 
and labouring to keep the Ship above Water, 7onah was 
the only Man that made no buſtle ; but lay flat upon his 
“Face in the Hold, without doing as other People did. The 
«© Wind ſtill blew harder and harder; and the Storm increa- 
* ſing, the Company took-up a Conceit, that this Calamity 
© had befallen them for the Wickedneſs of ſome or other of 
© the People that they had a-board. And fo they agreed 
among themſelves to put it to the Lot, who might be the 
% Man. They did fo, and the Lot fell upon the Prophet. 
* 'This put the Crew upon enquiring #hat he was, and what 
might be his Bus'neſs. He told them, that he was an He- 
© brew, and a Prophet to the Great God : But I am the Man, 
© ſays he, that has rais'd this Storm, and you have no way 
left you to fave yourſelves and the Veſſel, but by caſting 
me over-board. They look'd upon it, at firſt, to be ſo in- 
© humane, and fo ill-natur'd an Impiety, to deliver up a 
“ Gueſt, and one that had put his Life into their Hands, to 
© fo certain and inevitable a Deſtruftion, that for a while 
* they durſt not reſolve upon it: But in the End, partly by 
© the extreme Neceſlity of the Caſe ; (for the Ship was upon 
< the very point of Sinking) partly by the Authority of the 
& Prophet ; and partly by their own Fear, they were prevail'd 
cc upon, and threw him into the Sea; in which Inſtant, the 
« Storm ceas'd. The Hiltory ſays, that he was taken up by 
« a Whale, and after three Days, caſt up again, ſound and 
living, upon the Shore of the Euxine Sea, (a) and nothing 
& amiſs about him : From whence, after Pardon obtain'd from 
« Almighty God for his Diſobedience, he went directly to 
« Nineveh, according to his Order and Commiſſion. He gets 
« up to a Place there, where he might beſt be heard; and 
c thence foretels them, that the Empire of Iſia was near an 
« End; and ſo upon the Publiſhing of this prophetical De- 
„ claration, he went his way.” This is what we find report- 
ed of him in the Records of holy Scripture. 

But to return now to Feroboam. * After a proſperous Reign 
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of forty Years he was bury'd at Samaria ; Zachariah his Son 
ſucceeding him: As * Uzzzah ſucceeded Amaziah in the 
fourtecnth Year of 7eroboam, to the Government of the TC 6d 


Tribes at Jeruſalem, His Mcther's Name was A4chia, a Na- 


tive of Zeruſalem, He was a Man naturally of great Cour- 
teſie and Juſtice ; brave, provident, and induſtrious. He made 
War upon the Philiſtines, and took Cath and Jamnia from 
them by Aſſault ; demoliſhing their Walls. And he made 
another Expedition alſo againſt the Hrabians, upon the Bor- 
ders of Ægypt, and built a Town near the Red-Sea, which he 


committed to the Guard of a ſtrong Garriſon. After this, 


he ſubdu'd the Ammonites, and put them under Contributi- 
on, reducing the whole Country, as far as the Frontiers of A.- 
gypt, under his Power ; betaking himſelf in the End to the 
Care of the City. Where the Walls were ruinous, or decay'd, 
whether by Age, or by the Neglect of former Governours, he 
rebuilt them anew, and repair'd that Breach alſo which the 
King of the Mraelites had made when Amazian was his Pri- 
ſoner at his triumphant Entrance into the City. He erected 


alſo ſeveral Towers of one hundred and fifry Cubits in height, 


and built Caſtles and ſeveral ſtrong Forts for the Security of 
the open Country; beſide a great many Aqueduds, Ciſterns 
and Baſins, for the Relief of his Herds and Cattle, whereof 
the Number was incredible; the Country being naturally 
diſpos'd for Paſture, He was himſelf alſo a great Lover of 
"Tillage, Planting, Gardening, Nurſeries, and all Sorts of 
Huſbandry. As to the Military part, he had an Army of 


three hundred and ſeventy Thouſand Select Men, under the 


Command of two Thouſand brave and experienc'd Officers: 
All well arm'd,'with Swords, Bucklers, brazen Corſelets, Bows, 


Slings, and train'd up to the Exerciſe of Arms, and the draw- - 


ing up of Armies, after the moſt advantagious way of Mar- 
tial Diſcipline. He had ſeveral Machines and Engines alſo 
for Battery, and caſting of Stones and Darts; beſide Hooks, 
and other Inſtruments for Attack. But his Head was ſo taken 
up with the Vanity of theſe Preparations and Deſigns, that 
the Arrogance of his Ambition for a tranſitory and an earth- 
ly Glory, took him quite off from the Thought of Bleſſings e- 
verlaſting, and from the Duties of Holinefs and Religion in 
the Worſhip and Service of the Almighty : Inſomuch that he 
faulter'd in his Integrity, after the Example of his Father, out 
of an Impotency of Mind, that was not able to bear-up a- 
gainſt che Tide of a conſtant Courſe of Proſperity and Succeſs. 
i | | The 
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The King, upon a ſolemn Feſtival-Day, once dreſs'd up 
himſelf in a Sacerdotal Habit, and went into the holy Temple 
to offer up Incenſe to the Lord upon the Golden Altar; but 
 Azariah the High-Prieſt, with a Train of fourſcore Prieſts more 
along with him, ruſh'd into the Temple to the King, exclaim- 
ing againſt the Wickedneſs of that Uſurpation, in breaking- 
in upon an Office belonging peculiarly to the Prie/ts of the 
Race of Aaron, excluſive of all others: So that Azariah bad 
him immediately be gone, and not provoke the Wrath of 
_ God with thoſe Indignities any longer. The King in a Paſ- 
ſion bad them be quiet without more ado, upon the Peril of 
their Lives: Which Menace was follow'd with a terrible 
Earthquake, and the Roof of the Temple opening with the 
Shock of it, there paſs'd a Beam of the Sun through the Cleft 
that ſtruck directly upon the Face of this ſacrilegious Prince, 
who in that very Moment became a Leper. And this Prodi- 
gy was accompany'd with another. There was a Place at 
ſome ſmall Diſtance Weſtward from. the Town, that they 
call'd Eroge ; where, by the ſame Earthquake, one half of a 
great Mountain was torn from the other; and after it had 
roll'd over and over, a matter of four Furlong, it ſtopt in 
the Concluſion upon the Za/-/74e of a Mountain over againſt 
it: Having choak'd up the High-way, and cover'd the King's 
Gardens all over with Rubbiſh, When the Prie/ts found 
the King to be /eprous, and that the Lord had ſmitten him, 
they admoniſh'd him to depart the City, as an unclean Per- 
ſon, and not fit for common Society. The Shame of lying 
under ſuch a Calamity, had by this time ſo far brought 
down his impious Pride and Stomach, that he ſubmitted and 
obey'd ; and when he had liv'd for ſome time a private Life 
out of the City, Fotham his Son taking upon him the Admi- 
niſtration of the Government, his Grief brought him at laſt 
to his Grave, in the ſixty eighth Year of his Age, and in 
the fifty ſecond of his Reign; and his Body was laid in his 
Gardens, in a Monument by itſelf. | 
+ Zachariah, the King of the /{-aelites, and the Son of Fe- 
roboam, in the ſeventh Month of his Reign, was murder'd 
by the Treachery of one of his own Domeſticks, Shallum by 
Name, the Son of Zabeſh ; who upon the Slaughter of Zacha- 
riah, took Poſſeſſion of the Government. It was ill got, and 
he loſt it as ill; on the thirtieth Day after the Seizing of it. 
Menabem had at that time the Command of an Army that 
was at (a) Tirzah; and upon the News of what had befallen 
NS | Zachariah, 
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Zachariah, he marched away preſently with his Troops to 
gamaria, where he fought and overthrew Shallum, put him 
to the Sword, and afterward by his own Authority took all 
the Enſigns of Royalty to himſelf, and exerciſed Sovereign 
Power. With this victorious Army, he marched to Tirzah: 
But the Citizens ſhut their Gates upon him, and refuſed to 
admit him; which put him into ſuch a Rage againſt them, 
as Revolters, that he laid waſte the whole Country therea- 
bouts, and in the End took the Town by Aſſault ; put them 
all to the Sword, without ſparing ſo much as a Child, to the 
higheſt Degree of Cruelty that ever was heard of: For he exer- 
cis'd that mercileſs Rigour and Inhumanity upon his own 
Countrymen, that would have been unpardonable, even to- 
ward the worſt of Barbarians themſelves : And his Govern- 
ment was not much eaſier for the whole ten Years of his 
Reign over Iſrael. He was threaten'd, after this, with an In- 
vaſion by Pul, the King of Afjpria ; but he durſt not run the 
Riſk of a Battle, and ſo came to a timely Ageeement with 
him for the Compoſition ofa Thouſand Silver Talents; which 
he rais'd upon the People at fifty Shekels a Head. He dy'd 
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ſoon after, and was bury'd at Samaria; leaving Pekahiah, the 


next Heir, to ſucceed him; who inherited the Inhumanity 
and III- nature of his Father, as well as the Government. But 
his Time was ſhort ; for after two Years Reign, he was cut 
to pieces, with ſeveral of his Friends about him, at a pub- 
lick Feaſt, by the treaſonous Practice of Pekah the Son of 
Remaliah, one of his Tribunes; who withal ſeized upon the 
Government, and reigned a matter of twenty Years; leaving 
it a Queſtion at laſt, Whether he was more remarkable for 
His Impiety to God, or for his Injuſtice towards Men ? 


In the Days of this Pekah, Tiglath-Pileſer, King of the A. 


Syrians, invaded the Maelites; and after the Subduing of the 
Land of Gilead, and fo the Country beyond Jordan, and that 
Part of Galilee that lies next it, as alſo Gydida and Aſora, he 
took the Inhabitants Priſoners ; and carry'd them away into 
his own Country : Of which, this is enough ſaid at preſent. 

* 7otham the Son of Uzziah reigned in Feruſalem over the 
Tribe of Judah, his Mother a Native of that City, and her 


Name 7erufhah; a Prince famous, and celebrated for all ex- 


cellent Qualities and Virtues; a Man exemplary for his Re- 


verence to God, for his Juſtice to Men, and for the Care he 


took of the Commonwealth; making it his Bus'neſs to ſet 
and to keep all Things in Order, and to rectify what he found 
: | amils. 
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amiſs. He repair'd the Decays of the Porches and Galleries 
in the Temple; made good the City- Walls, where they were 
falling to Ruin; erected large and ſtrong Towers: He 
brought the Ammonites under the Contribution of a Hun- 
dred Talents a Year ; thirty Thouſand Meaſures of Wheat, 
and as many of Barley; advancing the Kingdom alſo to ſuch 
a State, that the People were both happy at home, and for- 
midable abroad, | 
* In the Reign of this Prince, there appear'd a Prophet, 
whoſe Name was Nahum, and he foretold the Deſtruction of 
Nineveh, and the Subverſion of the ¶Mrian Empire, in Man- 
ner as follows. The Condition of Nineveh, ſays he, ſhall 
„ be like that of a Fiſh-Pool, in a violent Agitation of the 
66% Waters before a great Wind. The People ſhall fly away 
before the Storm, in Trouble and Confuſion ; calling out 
one to another, Hold, /tay a little, and tate your Gold and 
your Silver along with you; and no body ſhall mind it, 
& for their Lives ſhall be much dearer to them then their 
Treaſure. They ſhall have deſperate Factions and Divi- 
ſions among themſelves ; weeping and wailing, with the 
| knocking of their Knees, and Death in their Faces. What 
will become of the Habitation of the Lions, and the Dams 
of the Licn's Whelps ? Nineveh, ſays the Lord, J will ſtrike 
thee out from off the Face of the Earth, and put an end 
to the Outrages of the wild Beaſts, that thou haſt ſent in- 
to the World.“ The Prophet's Predictions about Nineveh 
were more at large; but the Particulars are not neceſſary for 
my Purpoſe, and would appear tedious perhaps to the Reader. 
Let it ſuffice that the Prophecy was made good a hundred 
and fifteen Years after; and ſo I ſhall ſay no more of it. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The Death of Jotham. Ahaz ſucceeds him. Rezin and 
Pekah make Mar upon him. Ahaz overthrown b 
Pekah, with a prodigious Slaughter. | 


+ T0tham departed this Life in the one and fortieth Year 
of his Age, and the ſixteenth of his Reign; and Abaz 
in the Courſe of an hereditary Right ſucceeded him. He was 
the moſt impious Prince of all that ever ſat upon the Throne, 


both 
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both for his Apoſtacy from the Laws of his Country, and for 

his Idolatry, in Imitation of the Kings of //ae/.” He built 
Altars in Jeruſalem ; ſacrific'd to Idols upon them; and his 
own Son among the reſt for a Burnt-Offering ; after the 
Manner of the Canaanites: And a great many other Things 
he did too, as bad as this. While 4haz was in the Courſe 
of theſe wicked Extravagances, Rezin the King of Damaſcus, 
and Pekah the King of the Iſraelites, being joined in a League 
of Amity and Alliance, marched together up to 7eru/alem, 
preſſing it hard with Aſſault upon Aſſault, and lying a con- 
ſiderable time before it: But the Place was ſo well fortify'd 
and defended, that he was forc'd to quit it in the Concluſi. 
on,” But in the mean while, the King of Syria poſſeſs'd 
himſelf of the City £lath, by the Red-Sea ; put all the Inha- 
bitants to the Sword, and introduced a Colony of Syrians 
into their Places. He poſſeſs'd himſelf, after this, of ſeve- 
kal Caſtles, and ſtrong Holds ; did terrible Execution upon 
the es, and ſo with a prodigious Booty marched his Ar- 
my back again to Damaſcus. 

When the King of Jeruſalem came to underſtand that the 
Syrians were gone away, he look'd upon himſelf to be a 
Match for the King of Jrael, and ſo drew out an Army a- 
gainſt him: But his Wickedneſs was ſo great, that God in 
a juſt Indignation gave the Victory to his Enemy, with the 
Loſs of a hundred and twenty Thouſand of his Men. In 
the ſame Battle, Zachariah the General of the 7/aelites kill'd 
Amia the Son of 4haz upon a perſonal Encounter; and 
flew alſo Azica the Captain of the Guards; taking Elkanah 
the General of the eus Troops, Priſoner : Beſide a World of 
Captives of both Sexes of the Benjamites, that they carry'd 
away; and ſo return'd with the Spoil to Samaria. There was 
at that time a Prophet in Samaria, whoſe Name was Obel, 
who went out of the Town to meet the Army in their Return 
before the Walls; crying out to them with a loud Voice, that 
they were not to look upon this Victory as an Advantage 
gain'd by their own Virtue and Valour, but as a Judgment 
from Heaven upon King 4haz. The Prophet therefore told 

them, they were to blame not to reſt ſatisfy'd with the proſ- 
perous Succeſs of their Undertaking, without making Slaves 
of their Kindred and Relations of the two Tribes; adviſing 
them by all means to ſet them at Liberty, and ſend them 
Home again, without offering any Indignity to their Perſons, 


upon the Peril of falling under God's Diſpleaſure if they re- 


fus'd it. The Maelites upon this Admonition, call'd a Coun- 


cil to deliberate what to do upon this Occaſion. The 9" 
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being put, there ſtood up one Berachiah, a Man of great 
Authority in the Aſſembly ; who, with three more, decla- 
red themſelves utterly againſt the bringing any of the Pri- 
ſoners into the Town, for fear God's Vengeance ſhould fall 
upon all the reſt. They had enough to anſwer for in Tran(- 
greſſions already paſt, that the Prophet had denounced a- 
gainſt, without any need of encreaſing the Provocation, or 
the Number. The Soldiers were ſo far wrought upon by 
this Conſideration, that they gave thetr Prifoners Leave and 
Liberty to go whether they would, and to take what they 
would along with them. Wͤereupon the four Perſons a- 
foreſaid ſet them free of their Bonds ; appointed Care to be 
taken of their Bodies; furniſh'd them with Proviſions for 
their Journey, and ſo diſmiſs'd them ſafe back again: Bearing 
them Company themſelves as far as beyond Fericho. And 
when they had brought them on their Way within a little 
of Feruſalem, they returned to Samaria. 


A | 
Tiglath-Pileſer joins with Ahaz: They ravage Syria; 


kill Rezin King of Damaſcus, and take the Place. 
The Wickedneſs and Death of Ahaz, Hezekiah ſuc- 
ceeds him. Hoſea murders Pekah, and ſeizes the 
Kingdom. Salmonezer overthrows Hoſea. Hezekiah 
reſtores God's Worſhip, and overcomes the Philiſlines, 


T His laſt Blow from the Hraelites forced Aha to bethink 
himſelf of calling in Aſſiſtance toward the carrying on 


| of the War. So he ſent an Embaſiy to Tiglath-Pileſer the 


King of the 4/yrians, with Promiſes of great Sums of Money, 
and magnificent Preſents in hand, craving Succours from 
him againſt the //-aelites, and thoſe of Syria and Damaſcus. 


This Prinee no ſooner heard of the Deſire and Propoſal of 


Ahaz, but he march'd immediately to his Aid, laying the 
Country of Syria waſte, taking Damaſcus by Aſſault, and 
putting Rezin tife King to the Sword, The People of Da- 
maſcus he tranſplanted to the Upper Media, and ſupply'd 
their Places at Damaſcus, with Colonies of his own People. 
And then he depopulated a great Part of the Land of the , 

| raelites, 
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raelites, carrying away vaſt Numbers of them Priſoners. After 
the haraſſing of the Syrians at this Rate, Ahaz took all the 
Gold and Silver out of the King's Treaſury, and that like. 
wiſe out of the Temple, with all the rich Donatives and Pre. 
ſents, and carry'd the whole Maſs along with him to Damaſ: 
cus ; Where, according to his Agreement, he deliver'd all u 
to the King of 4/jpria, with Acknowledgments for the Fa. 
vour of his Relief, and ſo went his way back again to Jery. 
ſalem. Now this King had ſo little Senſe, either of Honour, 
or of Reaſon, that the mortal Enmity betwixt him and the 
Syrians, did not hinder him yet from worſhipping their Gods, 
and joining in their Ceremonies; vainly perſuading himſelf 
that they would be propitious to his Arms, in Favour of his 
impious Zeal in a falſe Worſhip. And then when he was 
overcome, on the other hand, his Bus'neſs was to make 
Friends of the Gods of the 4/yrians : So that no Sort of Ido. 
latry came amiſs to him, provided he might but keep clear 
of the Reverence he ought to the True God, and to the Reli. 
gion, and Traditions of his Anceſtors. This Apoſtacy was 
it, that drew down the Wrath and Vengeance of God upon 
him. Nay the Contempt and Averſion that he had for the 
Honour and Service of God, was ſo extravagant, that after 
he had robb'd, and rifled the Temple of all that was precious 
in it, he commanded the very Doors to be kept ſhut too, in 
pure Spite to God and Goodneſs, and to prevent the celebra- 
ting of any Act or Office of religious Worſhip in that Holy 
Place. But at laſt, after a conſtant Conrſe and Exercife of 
theſe outrageous Impieties, he departed this Life, at thirty 
ſix Years of Age, and in the ſixteenth of his Reign; lea- 
ving his Son Hezekiah his Succeſſor to the Government. A- 
bout this time Pekah King of 1/rael loſt both his Govern- 
ment, and his Life, by theTreachery of a Court Confident, 
whoſe Name was Hoſea ; who enjoy'd the Fruit of an impi- 
ous Violence and Uſurpation, for the Space of nine Years, 
+ He was one of the worſt of Men ; and in his Life and Con- 
verſation, he ſhew'd not the leaſt Thought or Belief of a 
God. Salmanezer the King of the Mrians, led an Army 
againſt him, and being caſt off by God, whom he himſelf 
had rejected and deſpiſed, he was eaſily overcome, and forc'd 
to ſubmit to the Terms of a Tributary. 
I In the fourth Year of Hoſea's Reign, Hezekiah came to 
be King of Feruſalem. He was the Son of Ahaz, by 4biac, 
a Native of that City: A Perſon of an excellent Underſtand- 
ing, 
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ing, and naturally a Lover and Practicer of Piety and Ju- 
ſtice. For the firſt Thing he did upon his coming to the 
Throne, was to provide for the Comfort of his People in ſet- 
tling the main Afﬀair of Religion, and God's Worſhip : To 
which End, he immediately ſummon'd a Meeting of the 
Prieſts and Levites, and treated them with a Diſcourſe, as it 
is reported, to this Effect.“ I ſhall not need to mind you 
« of the many and great Calamities that have befallen you 
C for the Iniquities of my Father, in not rend'ring to God the 
« Honour due to him, and for the Madneſs of your being 


« prevail'd upon to pay a Divine Adoration to his Idols: 


« Wherefore being now taught by woful Experience, how 
« dangerous a Thing it is to prevaricate with the Almighty, 
c it is my Advice, that all paſt Miſcarriages may be forgot- 
« ten; and that you purify and purge yourſelves, together 
« with the Prie/ts and Levites, from all your former Pollu- 
„tions; and after that Preparation, that you ſet open the 
«© Doors of that Holy Place: And when you ſhall have re- 
« ſtor'd it to the State of its Original Purity and Reverence, 
« by Conſecrations, Expiatory Luſtrations, and Sacrifices in 


« Form, you may then promiſe yourſelves that God will 


5 pardon your Impieties, and proſper you in all your Under- 
„ takings.” The Prieſts were ſo elevated and encouraged 


by this Advice of the King's, that they preſently open'd the 


Temple, clear'd it of all profane Impurities and Deale- 
ments, made ready their Holy Veſſels, and laid their Sacri- 


fices upon the Altar, according to the Zewi/h Manner. The 


King, in the mean time, ſent Meſſengers through all his Do- 
minions to ſummon the People up to Jeruſalem, to the Feaſt 
of Unleavened Bread ; which had been then a long time in- 
termitted, through the impious Neglect of former Kings: 
Exhorting, and inviting the 1ſraelites alſo to give over the 
Practice of their idolatrons Superſtitions, and return to the 
Exerciſe of the True Religion, and to the Worſhip of the 


True God ; promiſing them that they ſhould have free Leave 


and Liberty to come and go, and to celebrate this Feſtival in 
common with his own People. Hezekiah told them, © That 
« it was not for his own Sake, but for theirs, that he gave 
c them this Invitation; and that they themſelves ſhould find 
© the Comfort of it, if they follow'd his Counſel :”* But when 
the //raelites heard of the Meſſage, they were ſo far from gi- 
ving any heed to it, that they had the Meſſengers in Deriſion, 
and treated the Prophets as ſpitefully too, for the good Office 
of adviſing them to return to their Duties; and foretelling 
them the Miſeries that ſhould befal them, without a timely 
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Humiliation and Repentance. And their Outrage did not 
ſtop here neither; for they took ſeveral of the Prophets af. 
terward, and put them to Death. At this Rate they went 
on from ane Wickednels to another, and never, gave over, 
till God in his Wrath avenged himſelf upon them for their 
Impiety, by delivering them up into the Hands of their E- 
nemies, as will be ſeen in its proper Place. But there were 
great Numbers yet of the Tribes of Manaſſes, Zabulon, and 
ac har, that had their Hearts touch'd with this Premoniti- 
on of the Prophets, and that went in Throngs up to Heze. 
kiah at Jeruſalem, to worſhip. 3 

When the Multitude was there gather'd together, the King 
went up to the Temple, together with the Princes, and the 
People, where he ſacrificed, for himſelf, ſeven Bulls, ſeven 
Rams, and as many Goats; and when he had firſt laid his 
Hands upon the Heads of the Victims, both the King, and 
the Princes, left the Execation to. the Prie/ts ; who cut the 
Throats of the Sacrifices, and burnt them whole; the Levztes 
ſtanding in a Ring about them, ſinging Divine Hymns, and 
accompanying their Voices with [Muſical Inſtruments, in 
ſuch Manner as David had preſcribed to them of old, the 
reſt of the Prieſts joining in the Conſort. When this was 
over, the King and the People caſt themſelves proſtrate with 
their Faces upon the Ground, and worſhipped the Lord. He 
facrificed after this, ſeventy Bullocks, a Hundred Rams, and 
two Hundred Lambs; beſtowing alfo ſix Hundred Bullocks, 
and three Thouſand other Cattle as a Largeſs for the Enter- 
tainment of the People: And when the Prieſts had done their 
Parts according to the cuſtomary Method and Order, the 
King himſelf made good Cheer, and communicated with the 
People, joining together in Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 
The Feaſt of Unleavened Bread was now coming on, and 
in the time of their Preparations for the Feaſt of the Paſſo- 
ver, they offer'd up a Courſe of other Sacrifices, for ſeven 
Days ſucceſſively, and the King beſtowed upon the People 
out of his own Bounty, two, Thouſand Bulls, and ſeven 
Thouſands of other Cattle, over and above their own Num- 
ber ; the Princes likewiſe, after Hezekiah's Example, ſuper- 
adding out of their own Liberality a Thouſand Bulls, and a 
Thouſand four Hundred other Beaſts : Inſomuch, that from 
the Days of Solomon to this particular Time, there was ne- 
ver ſuch a Solemnity heard of. | 

So ſoon as this Feſtival was over, they made it their next 
Work to purge the whole Country, having firſt purify'd Feru- 
ſalem itſelf from the Abominations of their Z/s/s. The King 


then 
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then appointed daily Sacrifices according to the Law to be 
ſupply'd out of his own Stores, and commanded the People 
to preſent the Prie/ts and Levites with their Tenths and Firſt- 
Fruits, that they might not be taken off by any common Bu- 
ſineſs from their Attendance upon the Altar. By this Means 
they were abundantly furniſhed with all Sorts of Fruits and 
Proviſions. The King alſo order'd the building of Granarzes, 
and Store-Houſes, for the common Uſe and Service of them- 
ſelves, their Wives and Children ; to be diſtributed in Pro- 
portion to their Shares : So that by theſe Degrees, the anci- 
ent Diſcipline came in ſome Meaſure to be reſtor'd. 

Matters being thus ſettled, the King made War upon the 
Phili/tines, and over-ran their Country, and all their Cities, 
from Cath to Gaza, which he added to his own Territories. 
But the King of ria, in this mean time, ſends a Meſſage 
to him to demand the Tribute from him, which was former- 
ty paid him by his Father, with a Menace, in caſe of Refuſal, 
to take his Country from him; but Hezekiah did fo abſolute- 
iy depend upon the Goodneſs of God, the Conſcience of his 
own Innocency, and the Veracity of the Prophet /aiah, from 
whom he was ſure to be forewarned of the Event of Things, 
that he gave no heed at all to the Menaces of the 4fjprians. 
And ſo much for the Story of this King. 


CH A Fc: XME 


| Salmanezer takes Samaria; deſtroys the Kingdom of If- 
rael; carries away Hoſea, and all his People, Priſo- 
ners: And plants the Kingdom of Iſrael with a Colony 

- of Chuthites, | | 


I I Intelligence given to Salmanezer King of Iria, 
that the King of Hrael was enter'd into a ſecret Treaty 


with So, the King of Ægypt, to join in an Alliance againſt 


him; the Mrian in a furious Indignation preſently marches 
with his Army againſt Samaria : (This was in the ſeventh 
Year of the Reign of Hoſea) and the City ſtanding out againſt 
him; in the third Year of the Siege, and in the ninth of the 
preſent King, he took it by Aſſault, in the ſeventh Year of 
the Reign of Hezekiah King of Feruſalem, The Loſs of this 
Place was the final Ruin of the Kingdom of 1/7ael; the Peo- 

R r | ple 
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ple was all tranſplanted into Media, and Perfta, and Hofea 

the King taken with them alive: While the King of Aria 

brought others from thence in Exchange, as far as Chuthah, a 
River of Perſia, to Re-people the Mraelites; and fo to plant 
in Samaria, and up and down that Country. 

This Tranſportation of the Ter Tribes from the Place of 
their Abode, fell out to be about fome nine hundred and ſe- 
ven and forty Year, from the coming of their Forefathers our 
of the Land of Ægypt, to their taking Poſſeſſion of that Land 
before: Eight hundred Year from the Days of 7oſhua ; and 
two hundred and forty Years, ſeven Months, and feven Days 
after the. Revolt from Rehoboam the Grand-child of David, 

' to Jeroboam ; of whom we have ſpoken heretofore. This 
was the miſerable End of that ſtiff-necked People, that would 
neither be fubje& to Laws, nor hearken to the Voice and 
Precautions of their Prophets ; though they foretold them, 
that their certain Deſtruction was at hand, unleſs they de- 
paried immediately from their evil Ways. Now the Riſe of 
all theſe Calamities took its Date from that ſeditious Revolt 
from Rehoboam, in advancing a Servant over the Head of his 
Maſter ; who in Contempt of God, and his holy Laws, drew 
. _ the Indigaation of Heaven upon the People, by corrupting 
them into the Practice of the fame Abominations, after his 
Example. But the Juſtice of God came home to him in his 
own Perſon too in its due Seaſon. 

The King of Mria, in fine, ravaged with his Army, and 
domineer'd every where in Syria, and Phenicia ; mention be- 
ing alſo made of his Name in the Hiſtory of the 7yrians : For 
in the Reign of Elulæaus, as Menander has it in his Annals, 
(that were turn'd out of the Zyrian Language into Greek) he 
made War upon Tyre. His Words are to this Purpoſe. « This 
« ſame Elulæus reigned thirty fix Years ; and upon a Revolt 
cg of the Gitteans, he {ent a Fleet thither, that reduced them 
© to their Obedience: And the King of the Mirians ſent out 
« an Army allo. againſt him, and invaded the whole Coun- 
ce try of Phaenicia ; till upon the Concluſion of a Peace, he 
« march'd with his Troops back again. Some ſhort time 
<« after this Exploit, the Cities of Sydon, Arce, Pale-Tyrus, 
c and ſeveral other Towng went over from the Tyrians, to the 
% Afſyrian King: Who taking it ſo heinouſly to ſee the Ty. 
« riaxs the only People that diſputed his Authority and Pow- 

* er, he diſpatched a Navy againſt them of ſixty Sail, and 

© eight hundred Rowers, under the Conduct of the Pheni- 

c cians, which the Tyrians encounter'd, with only twelve 

Veſſels; brake the whole Body, and took five Hundred - 
| | the 
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« the Rowers Priſoners. The Succeſs of this Encounter gave 
© them a wonderful Reputation for their Skill and Ability 
&« in Naval Affairs. The King of 4/jria, upon this Affront, 
returns, and ſets Guards along the River, andupon all Springs, 
and Aquedudts to keep the Tyrians from Water. The Tyrians 
were upon this Pinck for a matter of five Years, when they 
were forc'd to relieve themſelves from Pits of their own dig« 
—_ | 
Ys 1 his is what we find written of Salmanezer in the Chro- 
nicles of the Tyrians. Now the New-comers in Samaria are 
called Chuthites, from a Country of Per/ia, of that Name, 
and from the River Chuthub, from whence they had their Ori- 


= ginal; There were five Nations of them, and they brought 


as many of their own Country Gods along with them; highly 
provoking the Trae and the Great God to Indignation againſt 
them, for the Worſhip they paid to theſe Idols: So that they 
were viſited with ſo (a) dreadful a Plague, that the Place was 
well-nigh unpeopled with it; and finding no Relief from any 
humane Means, they were adviſed by the Oracle to have re- 
courſe to the Worſhip of the Great God ; for their Cafe was 
deſperate and hopeleſs without ſuch an Application, The 
People immediately upon this, ſent for Commiſſioners to at- 
tend the King of 4/ria, with a Petition, that he would be 
| pleaſed to ſend them ſome of the Prieſts that were carry'd 

away Captives with the Mraelites. This being granted, and 
the Prieſts brought, as they deſir'd, they had the Law of Mo- 

fes read, with an Explication upon the Practice, and the Rea- 
ſon of their Religion and Diſcipline, which had ſo wonderful 
an Effect upon them, that they gave themſelves wholly up 
to the Study and Exerciſe of it, and ſoon after this, the Pe- 
ſtilence ceaſed. Now the (b) People of that Country reain 
to this Day the Name of Chuthites, among the Hebrews : But 
the Greets call them Samaritans, They are a People unfix'd, 
and changeable in their Opinions and Inclinations, accom- 
modating themſelves to the preſent Time and Occaſion. 80 
long as the Fews are proſperous, © We are all of a Blood, 
e they cry, and of the Lineage of 7oſeph ;” but if they hap- 
pen to fall under any Affliction, or Adverſity, © Alas ! ſay 

they, We have nothing to do with them, they are Stran- 
« gers to us: We came a great way off, they ſay, into that 


© Country,” and the like ; but of this in its proper Place. 
Rr 2 FLAVIUS 
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(b) See Poſt's Epiltle to Ce, P. 394 


— * are e ̃᷑Ä 2 as — 
259 7 * - © 2 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 
| Jewiſh Antiquities: 
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[From the Year of the World 3224, to 3425. 
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CHAP I, 


Sennacherib enters Judea with a mighty Army; Cond:- 
tions with Hezekiah for a Sum of Money to withdraw ; 
receives the Money, and breaks his Articles. He 
carries the War into Egypt, and leaves the Siege of 

| Jeruſalem to Rabſhakeh. The Prophet Iſaiah promiſes 
Hezekiah Aſiſtance from Heaven. 


IN the fourteenth Year of Hezekiah, King of the Two 
Tribes, Sennacherib the King of ¶Mria marched againſt 
him with a powerful, and a well-appointed Army; and 
having taken all the Cities of 7udah and Benjamin, by 

Aſſault, he was now advancing toward Feruſalem ; when an 

Embaſſy came to him with an Offer of Submiſſion to his 

Power, and of paying him Tribute, Sennacherib gave the 

Embaſſadors Audience, and reſolved immediately to let fall 

the War, and to treat upon the King's Terms; promiſing 

| | | + with 
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with the Solemnity of an Oath, that upon the Receipt of 
three hundred Talents -of Silver, and thirty of Gold, he 
would be gone with his Army, without attempting any A& 
of Hoſtility againſt him. MHezekiah, upon this Aſſurance, 
empty'd all the Treaſuries, and ſent him the Money, in Con- 
fidence of the Enemy's Remove according to his Oath, and 
that he might reign afterward without any Difficulty or 
Danger. The MHyrian took the Money; but broke his Word: 
For he march'd himſelf with his Troops againſt the eder. 
ans and Æthiopians and left Rabſhakeh his Lieutenant-General, 
with Tharata and Anacharis, as Fellow-Commiſſioners with 
him, to carry-on the War againſt Jeruſalem. Upon the 
drawing- up of their Army, they pitch'd their Camp within 
ſight of the Walls of the Town ; and by a Meſſenger, ſum- 
mon'd Hezekiah out to a Parley. Hezekiah was not willing 
to truſt himſelf, and therefore ſent out three of his particu- 
lar Friends to ſapply his Place: That is to ſay, E/zakim, his 
Deputy-Governour ; Shebnah and Foah, Keepers of the Re- 
cords. Upon their coming out of the Town, and preſenting 
themſelves before the Officers of the 4/Jprian Army, Rabſhakeh, 
ſtaring them in the Face, bad them carry their Maſter this 
Meſſage : T That the great King Sennacherib would fain 
„know what Confidence it is that he values himſelf upon, 
& that he ſhould dare to make any Difficulty of owning that 
great King for his Maſter; and to refuſe Entrance to his 
& Army into the City. What, ſays Rabſhakeh, does he flatter 
„ himſelf with Hope of Relief from Ægypt, as if the Ægypli- 
% ans, were in Condition to cope with the Army of my Ma- 
& ſter? Why certainly he muſt be worſe then mad to ima- 


6 pine it, and to truſt to a broken Reed, that will both de- 


& ceive him, if he truſts to it, and run into his Hand, and 
* wound him, if he lays any ſtreſs upon it: But, ſays Rab- 
« ſhakeh, you are to inform your Maſter, that this Expediti- 
© on is not attempted without God's holy Will and Directi- 
* on ; who will as certainly give the King of 4fjyria Victory 
oer Hezekiah, and his Subjects, as he hath already made 
* him victorious over the Maelites.“ Rabſhakeh deliver'd him- 
ſelf in Hebrew, being a Language that he was well ſkill'd in: 
But Eliakim fearing the Effect of ſuch a Diſcourſe, in a known 
Tongue, might have upon the Multitude, deſired him rather, 
if he pleaſed, to ſpeak Syriack. Now Rabſhakeh very well 
_ underſtanding what the other was afraid of, raiſed his Voice, 

and continued his Diſcourſe ſtill in Hebrew, to this Purpoſe. 
f e * Pray 
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46 Pray, ſays Rabſhekah, let your People hear and underſtand 
& the Commands of my Maſter ; for it concerns them fo to 
& do, and to render themſelves in ſeaſon. It is the Bus'nefs, 


% know, both of yourſelves, and of your King, to ſeduce 


% your People with vain and empty Hopes of defending 
* themſelves by Force : But if you have the Courage to put 
< it to a Hazard, or any Sort of Pretence to beat - off this Ar- 
«© my from your Walls, I am ready to furniſh you with two 


„ Thouſand Hor/e, if you will only undertake to find Riders 


& to them, But, alas! you have not wherewithal to try the 
& Experiment. If it be ſo, why are you then ſo long a de- 
* liberating upon a _— you will be compell'd to do in the 
% Concluſion ? Eſpecially in a Caſe where you are ſafe, if 
& ye do it willingly; and run all the Hazards in the World, 
« if you ſtay to be driven to it upon Conſtraint ; as the 


6% weaker mult of Neceſſity yield at laſt to the ſtronger.” 


* This was all ſpoken in the Hearing, as well of the Peo- 


ple, as of the Deputies ; and no ſooner brought to the King's 


Far, but he immediately ſtript himſelf of his Royal Robes, 
and put on Sackcloth, after the Cuſtom of the Country, in 
token of his Humiliation ; caſt himſelf proſtrate upon the 
Ground, and implor'd the Aid and Favour of Almighty God, 
being utterly hopeleſs of any Comfort elſewhere. He ſent 
likewiſe ſome of his particular Friends, together with others 
of the Prieſthood, to the Prophet 7/aiah, to deſire him that 
he would intercede with the Lord, by Prayers and Sacrifices 
For the common Safety, and for the Abatement of the Pride 
and Power of the Enemy, in Compaſſion to his People. The 
Prophet comply'd with the King's Requeſt, and ſucceeded fo 
far in his Mediation, that he was authorized by the Oracle, 
to bid the King and his Friends be of good Courage, for the 
Enemy ſhould be overcome without a Battle, and abandon 


his Deſign with Loſs and Diſgrace; that his Stomach ſhould 
be brought down ; and that the Hand of God ſhould be up- 


on him, to his Ruin: That Sennacherib himſelf ſhould mil- 
carry in his Egyptian Expedition, and upon that Diſappoint- 
ment go to his own Home again, where he ſhould fall by 


the Sword. | 


It happen'd upon this very point of time, that Hezehiah 


received Letters from the King of Mia, with expoſtulatory 


Reaſ onings in them, What a Fool he was to imagine any 
F Poſſibility under his Cireumſtances, of maintaining his Li- 


# berty againſt the Power of a Prince that had already ſub- 


« jected. 


—_— 
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« jefted ſo many Warlike Nations to his Obedience; eon - 
cc cluding with a Menace of putting Man, Woman and Child 
© to the Sword, if they did not, without Delay, and of their 
c own Accord, ſet open their City-Gates, and give them a 
5 free Paſſage for his Army.“ Hezekiah did fo abſolutely de- 
pend upon the Truth and Power of God, that he laid no 
Streſs at all upon this huffing Letter; but folded it up again, 
and laid it in the Temple, betaking himſelf ſtill to repeated 
Prayers and Supplications, for the Safety of the City, till 
Iſaiah return'd with this Anſwer ; © That his Petition was 
“ heard, and that the Danger was over, for any Harm the 
& Aſjyrians ſhould do them upon that Undertaking. He told 
© them likewiſe, that there were 2 Times at hand, 
ce wherein they ſhould live in Peace and Security, upon their 
& own Lands and Poſſeſſions, without Fear of an Enemy.” 
In Proceſs of Time the King of Miria finding all his At- 
tempts to be fruſtated, and nothing to ſucceed with him, 
he withdrew his Army, and went back again upon this Oc- 
caſion. He had ſpent a great deal of time before Peluſium ; 
and at laſt, when he had brought up his Platforms within 
a little of the Top of the WAlls ; and was upon the very 
point almoſt of giving the Aſſault, News was brought him, 
that (a) Tirhakah the King of Æthiapia was upon his March 
with a great Inforcement to aſſiſt the Ægyptians and that 
he took his way through the Deſart, with a Deſign to fall 
upon the Myrians by Surprize. Sennacherib was ſo ſtartled 
at this Report, that he immediately drew off his Army. 
(6) Herodotus calls this War of Sennacherib's againſt the Ki 
of Ægypt, a War againſt the Prie/? of Vulcan, as being bot 
a King and a Prieſt of that falſe God. Now this was the 
* Reaſon ( /ays he) of Sennacherib's raiſing the Siege of Pelu- 
«© ſium. The King of Ægypt, upon this Occaſion, cell'd to 
** his God for Help; which being granted him, was fatal to 
* the Arabian, by a Miſtake, writing [Arabian] for [ Aſſpri- 
* an.] And, ſays he, in one Night there came ſuch Troops 
of Rats into the Camp of the Mrians, that they gnaw'd 
Hall their Bow-ſtrings to pieces, and made uſeleſs ſeveral 
** other Pieces of their Arms, even to the diſarming of the 
 Afyrians; who, upon this Diſappointment, drew- off from 
ä Rr 4 «© the 


(a) Tharſikes, Joſs (5) See "Herodotus, p. 163. Ed. Steph. 
1592. In the Tranſlation of this Place, I follow Gelenius ; both Epi- 
phanius Scholaſticus and the Original Greek being corrupted, as is ſhewn 
by 79: Scaliger in his Notes upon the Fragments of Beroſus, p. 45, 46. 
where he ingeniouſly ſupplies what is wanting. 
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te the Town.” Now Beroſus, a Chaldee-Hiſtorian, ſpeaks of 
this King Sennacherib, and how he reigned over the MHri- 


ans, and made War upon all 4/ia and Ægypt. + His Words 
are to this following Effect. 


—— —— _ 
8 * 


C HA 


Sennacherib . Jeruſalem: One hundred eigbty 
five Thouſand of his Men cut-off by a judicial Plague, 
the firſt Night. He quits the Siege, and goes | 
again; where he is murder'd by two of his Sons in 
the Temple of his 1dol. 


(a) S Eunacherib, at his Return from the Egyptian War, 
| found his Army that he had left under the Command 
of ( Rabſhakeh almoſt quite deſtroy'd by a judicial Peſti- 
lence ; which ſwept away, in general Officers, Tribunes, and 
common Soldiers, to the Number of one hundred eighty five 
Thouſand Men, the firſt Night they ſat down before the Ci- 
ty. This dreadful Mortality put Sennacheriò in ſuch a Fright, 
partly, as it was a Stroke of Divine Vengeance, and partly 
for fear of the reſt of his Army, that he made all poſſible 
haſte back again, by great Marches, to his Palace at Nineveh ; 
where, after a while, he was cut-off by his two eldeſt Sons, 
Adramelck and (c) Sharezer, in the very Temple of Araſcus, 
which was his Darling-Idol. They fled upon it into Arme- 
nia; (d) Eſarhaddon, the third Son, ſucceeding to the Go- 
vernment. And thus ended this Expedition. 
= CHAP. 


' + Scaliger fancies this to be an Interpolation, and that the Begin- 
ning of the following Chapter is not Bero/us's. | 
(a) See Scaliger's Notes upon the Fragment of Beroſus, p. 46. and 
Vorſtius's Difſertat. Acad. . | 
(5) Rapſakes, Joſ. (c) Selennares, Jol. | 
(ai) Afarachoddas, Joel. | 7 3 
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C HY Mi 
Hezekiah falls Sick ; and has fifteen Years added to 
his Life. A League betwixt him and Balad the King 
of Babylon: A hereupon the Prophet Iſaiah foretels 
the Iſraelites Captivity in Babylon, and the Calamities 
that were to befal Hezekiah and his Poſterity, The 
Death of Hezekiah. | 


Hz being now deliver'd beyond all Expectation 
4 from any further Apprehenſion of Trouble or Danger; 
| and being likewiſe thoroughly convinced that it was the on- 
ly and immediate Hand of God that wrought his Preſerva- 
tion, as well by the Plague that deſtroy'd Part of the Mri- 
an Army, as by the Terror of that Judgment that frighted 
away the reſt ; he betook to Vows and Thankſgivings for 
the Mercies he had receiv'd: And while his Thoughts 
were wholly taken up with the Honour and Worſhip of 
God, he was ſeiz'd with ſo grievous a Diſtemper that his 
Phyſicians, and the reſt of his Friends, deſpair'd of his 
Life. In this Diſtreſs, nothing went ſo near the King's Heart, 
as to conſider, that upon his dying without Iſſue, the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Family. would be then at an End, and the 
Kingdom left without a Legitimate Heir. The Anxiety of 
this Conſideration lay ſo heavy upon him, that he addreſs'd 
himſelf to God with Supplications and Tears, only for the 
prolonging of his Life till he might have a Succeſſor out of 
his own Loins, and not to take him out of the Number of 
the Living, till he might be the Father of a Son, to keep him 
alive in his Poſterity. God took Compaſſion of him, and 
the rather, becauſe he was not ſo much troubled for the Loſs 
of the Advantages of a Kingdom, as for the want of an Heir 
of his own Body to govern it. Upon this, the Prophet 
Iſaiah was ſent to him with the comfortable Aſſurance, 
tat in three Days his Diſeaſe ſhould leave him, and that 
# he ſhould live fifteen Years longer yet, and the Kingdom de- 
ſcend at laſt to his own Son and Heir. When the Prophet 
had deliver'd this Meſſage to the King according to his Or- 
der, the Diſeaſe was ſo deſperate, and the News ſo ſur- 
prizing, that Hezekiah could not bring himſelf to depend 
| | upon 


232 Kings 20. 1, 
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upon it without ſome Prodigy of a Token from 1/aiah, in 
Confirmation of his Authority and Commiſſion, and that 
he was ſent from God upon this Errand. Now this is a 
common Courſe, when we meet with Difficulties out of the 
Reach of Hope and Reaſon, to bring about, or to compre. 
hend, to get the Truth confirm'd to us by ſome extraordi- 
nary Evidence. The Prophet aſk'd what Sign or Token 
would give him Satisfaction? So he propounded that the 
Shadow upon his Dial might go ten Degrees backward 
from the Place where it then ſtood, The King, finding 
this Miracle wrought, upon the Prayers of the Prophet, was 
reſtored preſently to his Health; and went immediately 
up to the Temple, where he worſhipped and paid his De- 
votion. 3 

* It was about this time, that the H yrian Empire hap- 
pen'd to be diſſolv'd by the Medes, of which we ſhall ſpeak 
elſewhere. But Balad the King of Babylon, having ſent 
Embaſſadors with Preſents to Hezekiah, invited him into a 
League of Amity and Alliance, Hezekiah receiv'd the Com- 
miſſioners with great Courteſy ; gave them a Royal Enter- 
tainment, and ſo ſhew'd them his Treaſure and his Armory, 
2nd whatever elſe he had that was magnificent and valu- 
able, either in Gold or precious Stones, and in the End ſent 
them back again well rewarded, to their Maſter. Upon 
this, I/aiah came to him, and aſk'd him what thoſe Men 
were, and whence they came? He told the Prophet, that 
they were ſent from the King of Babylon; and that he had 
Mew'd them all the Riches and Curioſities of his Palace, 
that they might gather from thence how great a Prince he 
was, and ſo poſſeſs their King upon better Grounds, with 


the Truth of the Matter. © Know then, /ays the Prophet to 
he King, that it will not be long before this Treaſure of 
< yours ſhall be carry'd to Babylon ſeveral of your Poſterity 
© ſhall be unmann'd, and ſerve the Court of Babylon, in 


* the Quality of Eunuchs. This you will find to be a Truth; 
ec for God himſelf hath foretold it.” This Prediction went to 
the very Soul of Hezekiah. © Well, /ays he, though I can- 
* not but be much troubled at the Thought of the Miſery 
* thatattends my Family, yet fince it is God's Pleaſure that 
r jt ſhould be ſo, I have no more to beg from Heaven, then 
* that I may enjoy the ſmall Remainder of my miſerable 
« Life in Feace.” Beroſus takes notice alſo of this Balad King 
ef Babylon: But the Prophet 1/aiah, who was ſo ga: + 


* 


* 2 Kings 20. 12, ©c. 
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and miraculouſly inſpir'd in all he ſaid, and fo certain of 
the Truth of his Predictions, committed all his Prophecies 
to Writing, and left them to Poſterity for all Men to judge 
of what he foretold, by the Event: And this was not his 
Bus'neſs alone, but there were twelve more that did the 
ſame; and in all Caſes of Event whatſoever, Good or Evil, 
the Accompliſhment and the Prophecy agree exactly toge- 
ther. But we ſhall treat of this more particularly upon o- 
ther Occaſions. Finally, when Hezetiab had ſurvived in 
Peace, according to what we have ſaid already, he 4 dy'd in 
the five and fiftieth Year of his Life, and the nine and twen- 


tieth of his Reign. | 


—— 


— 


CHAP. IV. 


Manaſſeh the King of Judah, a wicked Prince. The | 


King of Babylon ravages his Country, and takes him 
Prifoner But upon his Converſion he is ſet at Liber- 
ty. His Life and Death. Amon his Son ſucceeds 
fo but is ſoon after cut-off ; and his Son Joſiah came 
next to the Throne, © 8 | 


4 Anaſſeh the Son of Hezekiah by (a) Hephzibah, a Native 
| of Jeruſalem, ſucceeded his Father in the Government; 
but led a Life directly contrary to the Practices of his Pre- 
deceſſor. No Impiety 'ſcap'd him; but he made Choice of 
all Sorts of Abominations that had brought ſo many heavy 
Judgments upon the 1/raelrtes, for his Imitation and Exam- 
ple. He was ſo daring a Libertine, as to profane the holy 
Temple itſelf, and conſequently the whole City, and every 
Corner of his Dominions, with the Tincture of the ſame I- 
nigquity and Pollution. He began his Reign with the Con- 
tempt of God, and ſo proceeded to a barbarous and bloody 
Perſecution of holy and good Men, dipping his Hands in 
the Blood of the very Prophets themſelves: Inſomuch that 
hardly a Day paſs'd, without putting ſome or other of them 
to Death, ſo that the very Streets of J7eruſalem ran Blood. 


The Cry of theſe impious inhumane Outrages call'd ſo loud 


to Heaven for Vengeance, that God was highly incens'd at 
| this 


„ — 
— 


4 2 Chrop. 33. J. I 3 Kings 21, 
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this audacious Courſe of Wickedneſs ; and ſent Prophet after 
Prophet, both to the King and to the People, with Cautions 
to them to repent in Time, of their Neglect of God's Wor- 
ſhip, and to return to their Duty, upon the peril of ſuffer. 
ing the ſame Calamities for the ſame Sins that their Brethren 
the 1/aclites had ſuffer'd before them: But theſe were Diſ- 
courſes that they gave no Credit to, till in the Concluſion 
they found the Menaces follow'd with Effects, when it was 
too late to ſtruggle with thoſe Miſeries, which by a ſeaſon- 
able Belief and Conſideration, might have been eaſily pre- 
vented. But upon their perſiſting in this Train and Habit 
of Wickedneſs, God ſtir'd up the King of Babylon and Chal- 
dea, to make War upon them; who ſent an Army into 
Fudea, that over-ran and deſtroy'd the whole Country; fur- 
priz'd Manaſſeh, and carry'd him away in the Quality of a 
Priſoner, every Hour at Mercy. This miſerable Prince came 
now by dear Experience to be ſenſible of his Fault, and up- 
on that Reflection, earneſtly beſought God, only ſo far to 
ſoften the Hearts of his Enemies, as might move them to 
treat him with ſome Sort of Tenderneſs and Humanity, 
And God was not yet inexorable neither ; but in Pity, gave 
Ear to his Supplication : So that the King of Babylon, after 
ſome time, gave Manaſſeh his Liberty, and reſtor'd him to 
his former Government. Upon his Arrival at Zeruſalem, by 
the. Eeave and Clemency of the Conqueror, he did all the 
good that was poſſible, to + atone for his former Miſcarriages, 
even to the burying of them in Oblivion, being now quite 
another Man in his Inclination and Manners, and wholly 
intent upon the Advancement of Religion. For he purg'd 
the City, and conſecrated the Temple afreſh, making it his 
whole Bus'neſs to expreſs his Gratitude and Reverence to- 
ward God, and to preſerve himſelf in the Bleſſing of his Fa- 
vour all the Days of his Life. He took care alſo, both by 
his Example, and his Authority, to inſtruct the People in 
their Duties ; being conſcious to himſelf, that his former 
Male-Adminiſtration went a great Way in the Misfortunes 
of the Publick. He cauſed an Altar to be erected, after 
the Preſcription and Appointment of Moſes, and offer'd 
daily Sacrifices upon it. And when he had reſtor'd Reli- 
gion, and the Diſcipline of it, to its Original State and 
Purity, he made it his Bus'neſs to fortifie Zeru/alem ; re- 
pairing the old Walls, and encompaſſing them with new 
ones. He built ſeveral high and ſtrong Towers, and _ 
* | | niſh* 


n 
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+ 2 Chron. 33. 14, &c. 


} 


4 bs Þ 
4 5 * 44 * 2 3 wk * - * 
oz , x *% ö — 2 * neg} * 8 LG , [OBS G 
Sale 1 e . 1 N > 2 2 
5 & Oe ray G 13 "4G ”—_ 1 ian 7 1 
1 1 1. "dts uk " r 8 1 
Sr Ie” „ 32 * 5 n N 7 , r 
F 7 CO. 
COLE IOW 


Book X. . Ir WIS An 1 1 QU' 1123. * : 621 


niſh'd all the Out- Works with Proviſions of all Sorts, He 
was, in fine, ſo much alter'd for the better, that from the 
Inſtant of his Return to God, to the Day of his Death, he 
was look'd upon to be one of the happieſt of Princes. * He 
dy'd at ſixty ſeven Years of Age, in the five and fiftieth of 
his Reign, and was bury'd in his own Gardens. His Son 
Amon, which he had by Ema!/ſema of the City of Jabat, ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Government. This Prince following the 
looſe Example of his Father's Youth, and indulging himſelf 
in the ſame wicked Liberties, was quickly call'd to an Ac- 
count for his Miſcarriages, by ſome of his familiar Friends 
and Domeſticks ; who cut him off in the four and twenti- 
eth Year of his Life, and the ſecond of his Reign. The Peo- 
ple did him Juſtice upon his Murderers, and laid his Body in 
the Monument of his Father; delivering up the Government 


to his Son 7-/iah, who was at that time a Youth of but 
eight Years of Age. 


P 


1 


EH 


Toſiah's Zeal for the Extirpation of Tdolatry, and the 


Eſtabliſhment of God's Worſhip after the Example of 
King David. 
TH Mother of Joſiah was born in Boſcath, her Name 
Fedida, and himſelf of a gracious, and an excellent 
Diſpoſition ; propoſing the Example of David for the Rule 
and Model of his whole Life. I In the twelfth Year of his 
Age, he gave an eminent Inſtance of an innate Piety and 
Juſtice, in the Reformation of the People from their errone- 
ous Perſuaſions concerning falſe Gods, and in the gaining of 
them over to Reverence for the Religion of their Country. 
He repealed ſeveral of the Ordinances of his Forefathers; 
corrected whatever he found amiſs; and apply'd as pro- 
per Remedies where the Caſe required any ſuch Expedi- 
ent, as the moſt. conſummated Wiſdom and Experience 
could have ſupply'd. Where he found Matters well, he kept 
them ſo, and Tiv'd in a Conformity to what he approv'd : 
And all this he did, partly, out of an inbred Faculty of 
Choice and Judgment, and partly, upon the Admonition 


and 


tt. 


* 2 Kings 21. 18. 7 2 Kings 22. I, 2. 4 2 Chron. 34. 
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and Advice of his Council; for fo long as he kept to the Line 
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of the Law in the Government of the Commonwealth, and - 
n the Matter of Divine Worſhip, he was ſure to be right, m 
| | having ſo many Examples before his Eyes among his Apo. W 
late Predeceſſors that had been cut off and deliroy'd, only of 
for breaking thoſe Meaſures. Wherefore he cauſed all the of 
Graves to be cut down that were dedicated to Falſe Gods; ar 
their Altars to be demolifhed ; and all the Donatives that H 
had been conſecrated by their Anceſtors to the Honour of 4 F. 


falſe Warſhip, to be taken away, and treated with Contempt 
and Deriſion: And this to be done, both in the City and to 
all over his Dominions; by which means, the People were Pe 
drawn from the Vanity of their Superſtitions, to a Reverence L- 
for and Exerciſe of the True Religion; and to the Uſe and th 
Cuſtom of Burnt- Offerings; and other Sacrifices upon the F: 
Altar. He appointed alſo certain Magiſtrates, and Com- 4 
miſſioners, for the Regulation of Manners, and the ordering up 
of Matters in private Caſes, that no leſs Care might be taken th 
for the diftributing of particular Juſtice, then for the Govern- cc 
ment of Life itſelf. He likewiſe diſpatch'd Meſſengers tho- 6c 
Tough all his Dominions, with Orders to receive Contribu- Cs 
tions of Gold and Silver toward the Reparation of the Tem- ce 
ple, from thaſe that were willing to advance the Affair; but cc 
leaving all People at Liberty, that they might have no Cauſe = 
of Complaint. The Money being collected, and brought in, c 
the Care of the Menage and Expence was committed to 4. « 
maſiah, the Governour of the City; Shaphan, the Scribe; a. 
Foath, the Recorder; and ZHelkiah, the High-Prieft ; with « 
Orders immediately to enter upon the Work, and to pro- 4 
vide Artificers, and all Materials neceſſary for the Reparati- cc 
on. This was the Riſe to the Rebuilding of the Temple, asd c 
the Erecting of a laſting Monument to Poſterity, of the 
King's Piety and Bounty. | aw 
Joſiab, in the eighteenth Year of his Reign, order'd Hil-. 
kiah the Prieſt to have the Surpluſage of the Gold and Silver a 
that remain'd over and above the Charge of the Fabrick, to be. 
be caſt into Cups, Chalices, Goblets, and other Veſſels, for ho 
the Ufe and Service of the Temple; giving Order likewiſe, ; 
that all the Gold and Silver, remaining ſtill in the Treaſury, ſex 
ſhould be brought out, and apply'd to the ſame Purpoſes. all 
+ But the High-Prieſt upon removing the Gold, bappen'd to tio 
diſcover the ſacred Books of Moſes, as they were depoſited in up 
the Temple, which he took out, and gave to Shaphan the the 
9 85 | Scribe 
T 2 Kings 22, 8, wp | $ 
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Scribe to peruſe ; who, upon reading them over, went to 
the King, and told him, they had executed all his Com- 
mands; but withal, that they had juſt now found the Books 
of Moſes, which he read over to Joſiah. Upon the reading 
of theſe Books, the King rent his Garment, and calling ſome 
of his particular Friends about him, with the Scribe himſelf, 
and Hilkiah the High-Prieſt, he ſent them to the Prophetefs 
Huldah the Wife of Shallum, a Man of great Eminence and 
Fame, to deſire her Intercefion to God on their Behalf, to 
implore bis Mercy for him and his People: For it was much 
to be fear'd that ſome heavy Judgment would befal that 
People for their Anceſtors Neglect, and Contempt of the 
Laws of Moſes : And left they thould be forced away from 
their Native Soil, to live like Vagabonds, diſperſed over the 
Face of the Earth, and end their Days in Miſery, without 
obtaining ſuch a Reconciliation to God. The Propheteſs 
upon the hearing of the King's Orders and Inſtructions, bad 


them return him this Anſwer: © That the Sentence was al- 
Cc 
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ready pronounc'd, and not to be recall'd, upon any Sup- 
plication or Interceſſion whatfoever : That the People were 
to be baniſh'd their own: Country, and punith'd for their 
Diſobedience, with the Lofs of all the Comforts of human 
Life; and that this Judgment was irrevocable, for their 
Obſtinacy in their ſuperſtitious Impieties, notwithſtanding 
ſo many earneft Exhortations to a timely Repentance, and 
the Prophet's menacing Predictions of all theſe Judgments 
to come upon them, if they went on in their Wickedneſs. 
Now this unchangeable Decree is to convince them by the 
Event, that there is a juſt, and an overruling God; and 
that the Predictions which he deliver'd by the Mouth of 
his Prophets, are infallibly true, and the certain Indicati- 
ons of his holy Pleafure to Mankind : But however, tell 
the King, -/ays the Prepheteſs, that out of a Tenderneſs to 
his Piety and Goodneſs, God would be yet fo gracious as 
not to bring this Judgment upon the People in his Days ; 
but that the Days of his Death ſhall be the Eve to their fi- 
nal Deſtruction.” | | 
* 7oſtah, upon the Report of this Anſwer from Huldab, 


ſent Meſſengers up and down to all the Cities; commanding 
all the Prieſts and Levites, and Men of all Ages and Condi- 
tions, to come up to Jeruſalem: And the firſt thing he did 
upon the Meeting, was to read the holy Books of Moſes to 
them ; after which, advancing himſelf upon a Place higher 


then 


— 


— 


— 
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then the reſt, in the middle of the Throng, he gave them an 
Oath of Obedience to the Laws and Precepts of Moſes, and 
the Obſervance of God's holy Worſhip; which was taken 
by the whole Multitude, and not without great Alacrity, 
and an univerſal Conſent. This ſacred Oath was follow'd 
with Sacrifices, and Prayers to God for the Grace of his Fa- 
vour and Bleſſing. In the next Place, he laid a ſtrict Charge 
upon the High Prieſt, to take a particular Account of the 
Plate and Veſſels in the Temple, and to caſt out ſo many 
of them, as he ſhould find to have been dedicated by any of 
his Anceſtors, to the Worſhip of Idols. There were a great 
many Pieces of that Kind, that were all broken to Duſt, and 
the Powder thrown into the Air : All the Prieſts being like- 
wiſe put to Death, that were not of the Stock of Aaron. 

Upon the perfecting of this Reformation in Jeruſalem, the 
King took a Progreſs through his whole Dominion, where he 
deſtroy'd all the Relicks of Feroboam's Superſtition and Ido- 
latry, and burnt the Bones of the fa//e Prophets upon the ve- 
ry Altar that Feroboam had ſet up, which we have ſaid ſome- 
thing of already, and of the Prophet's intervening with a 
Prediction, in the Hearing of all the People, at the very 
Time when Feroboam was offering Sacrifice, that one of the 
Race of * David, Foſiah by Name, was to do this; whoſe 
Prediction hath been made good by the Event, three hun- 
dred ſixty one Years after the Thing was foretold. 

And Foftah's Zeal did not reſt here neither; for he ſent, 
and went himſelf to ſeveral other Maelites that had made 
Shift to ſcape the Servitude and Bondage of the 4/Jprians, to 
perſuade them at laſt to give over their ſuperſtitious hankering 
after foreign Religions, and betake themſelves to the Wor- 
ſhip of the Great God of their Fathers, according to the 
Rites and Cuſtoms of their Country, and him only to ſerve. 
And the King reſted not here neither; but he cauſed a ſtrict 
Search to be made in all Towns and Villages for the Diſco- 
very of any Remainders of Idolatrous Practices, that might 
Iy conceal'd, even to the very Figures of the Horſes over the 
Porch of the Temple, that their Forefathers had dedicated to 
the Sun; and ſo for what other Monuments ſoever, to which 
the Ignorance of the common People had ever aſcribed Di- 
vine Honour, 7o/iah cauſed them all to be taken away and 
deſtroyed. | 

+ After the purging of the whole Nation in this Manner, 
he calls all the People together up to Feruſalem, to celebrate 
| þ | | the 
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the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, otherwiſe called the Paſſover , 
and gave the Multitude out of his own Store, thirty Goats, 
a Thouſand Lambs, and three Thouſand Oxen. The Heads 
of the Prieſts contributed likewiſe to the Prieſts upon the 
ſame Occaſion, two Thouſand ſix Hundred Lambs: And 
ſo the Chief of the Levites gave to their Tribe five Thouſand 
Lambs, and five Hundred Bullocks: And this prodigious 
Number of Victims. was offer'd up in Sacrifice according to 
the Laws of Mo/es. The Prieſts had the Conduct of the So- 
lemnity ; aad the Precedency in their Example to the People. 
Now from the Time of Samuel the Prophet, to that Day, there 
had never been ſo folemn a Feſtival; and the Reaſon of it 
was this, that every Thing was done according to the Di- 
rection of the Law, and the Preſcriptions of ancient Cuſtom. 
Foſiah, after this bleſſed Regulation, enjoy'd his Government 
in Peace, Honour and Plenty: And we are now about to 
give the Reader an Account how he came to his End. 


= CHAP. VI. 
Joſiah oppoſes Pharaoh-Nechoh, An Egyptian Kills 


him with an Arrow. His wicked don Jehoahaz comes 
after him; who ig carry'd away Priſoner into Rgypt, 
where he dies: And Pharaoh ſets up Eliakim in his 
Place, by the Name of Jehotakim, 


(a)PHaravh-Nechoh, the King of Ægypt, marched with a 
powerful Army toward Euphrates, againſt the Medes 

and Babylonians, that had overturn'd the Mrian Empire 
with a Deſign to make himſelf Maſter of 4/7a. * When he had 
advanced as far as(b) Megiddo, a Town under the Juriſdicti- 
on of 7oſiah, Joſiab abſolutely refuſed him any Paſſage a- 
ainſt the Medes thorough his Country. Pharaoh, upon this, 
* a Herald, to give Joſiaß to underſtand, that he had no 
| Thought of any Hoſtility toward him; nor any Deſign, but 
to make a running March of it toward Euphrates ; deſiring 


= him witlHal, not to put him upon any Neceſſity of making 


his Way by Force, which was a Thing much beſide his In- 
tention. This Meſſage of the Ægyptian had fo little Effect up- 
on Fotah, that he perſiſted in the Denial of his Paſſage : 

8 Which 


(a) Mech aas. Jol. * 2 Kings 23. 29. (% Mende. Joſ. 
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Which look'd as if he had been driven upon this inexorable 


Stiffneſs by the Impulſe of a Fatality that improv'd this De- 


nial to his Ruin. For as he was in the Head of his Army, 
and riding up and down to give Orders from one Wing to 
another, an Ægyptian, with an Arrow, quickly put an end 


to the Eagerncls he had for that War: For finding himſelf | 85 


to be ſhot, and impatient of the Pain, he commanded his Ar- 
my to retire ; himſelf returning to Feru/alem, where he dy'd 
of the Wound. He was bury'd with a mighty Pomp, in the 
Sepulchre of his Anceſtors, at nine and thirty Years of Age, 
and in the one and thirtieth of his Reign: The People 


mourning for him ſeveral Days, with great Anxiety of Sor- 


row and Lamentation. The Prophet Jeremiah wrote a paſ- 
ſionate Elegy upon this Occaſion, which is yet extant at this 


Day ; the Prophet plainly foretelling the Approach of the 
Babylonian Captivity, and the Calamities allo of our Times ; 


committing his Predictions to Writing for the Information 
of Poſterity. And Jeremiah was hot the only Prophet nei— 
ther, that foretold the Miſeries of this terrible Revolution; 
but Ezekzel alſo left behind him in Writing two Books of Pro- 
phetical Preſages upon this Subject. Theſe two Prophets 
were both of the Sacerdotal Race: Jeremiah living at eruſa- 
lem from the thirteenth Year of the Reign of 7c/z4h, to the 
Time of the Deſtruction of the Temple and City: Of which 
we ſhall ſpeak farther in its proper Place. 

After the Death of Jia (as is ſaid already) his Son Fe- 
heahaz took the Government upon him in the three and 
twentieth Year of his Age, and kept his Court at Jeruſalem. 
He was a Man of an impious, and an immoral Converſati— 
on, and his Mother's Name was Hamutal, The King of 
Ægypt, upon his Return from the War, ſent for 7ehoahaz 
to come to him, to Hamath, a City of Syria; where he put 


him in Fetters, and deliver'd up the Government to Eliakim, 
his Elder Brother by the ſame Father: But chan-ing his 


Name for 7ehoiakim, and impoling a Tax upon the Country, 
of a hundred Talents of Silver, and one Talent of Gold; by 
which Means Fehoiakim became his Tr ibutary. As for Feho- 


aha, he carry'd him along with him into Agyyt, where he 
departed this Life, after he had reign'd three Months and 


ten Days. 7ehoiukim's Mother's Name was Zabida of (a) Ra- 


mah. This Prince had the Character alſo of a ſpiteful, ill- 


natur'd Man, without either Reverence for God, or Tender- 
neſs for Man. 
0 H AP. 
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0 Nebuchadnezzar defeats Pharaoh, and makes Jehoiakint 
d his Tributary; who is foretold, by the Prophet. Jere- 
If EE miah, the Miſeries that are to befal him. 

r- RET | 

d | xp (a) IN the fourth Year of Fehotakim's Reign, () Nebuchaduex- 
e 1 zar the King of Babylon advanced with a mighty Ar- 
, my to Carchabeſa, a Place bordering upon Euphrates ; with a 


F 


RNeſolution to make War upon Pharaoh (c) Nechoh, who at 
. bg that Time had all Syria under his Command. Now the Æ- 
> pyptian very well underſtanding that the Babylonian was no 
cContemptible Enemy, took the Fi with a ſtrong and nume- 
wrous Army, and ſo marched to the Euphrates, with a Reſolu- 
® | tion to oppoſe him: * Where the two Armies engaging, the 
Egyptian was forc'd to give way with the Loſs of many Thou- 
ſands of his Men. But the Babylonians getting over the Eu- 
ppbrates, ſubdu'd the whole Country of Syria as far as to Pe- 
* tuſium; Judea only excepted. In the fourth Year afterward, 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and the eighth of Zehuiakim, the Babylo- 
nians brake in furiouſly upon F«dea, threat'ning them with 
all Extremities, unleſs they would content themſelves with 
the Condition of Tributaries, as the reſt of the Inhabitants 
of Syria were. Upon this Menace, Fehoiakim's Heart fail'd 
him, ſo that he ſubmitted to purchaſe his Peace with a Sum 
of Money ; and for the Space of full three Years, he made 
due Payment of his Contribution: But the Year following, 
upon the Credit of an idle Rumour, that the Zgyptian was 
advancing in an Expedition againſt the King of Babylon, Je- 
haiakim refaſed to pay him his Tribute any longer; but quick- 
ly found himſelf miſerably diſappointed in his Expectation, 
for the Egyptian durſt not look the Babylonians in the Face: 
Which was no more then the Prophet Jeremiah had many a 
Time foretold, and warn'd him of; and that he would find 
the Zgyptian a broken Reed to truſt to. He preſaged like- 
wiſe the Fate of Jeruſalem, and that it was ſuddenly to be 

d deſtroy'd by the Babylonians, and Fehoiakim himſelf to be 
made a Priſoner. But theſe were Forebodings that no Body 
5 812 laid 


— 
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(4) Verſtius, in his Second Exercit. de LXX Annis Captivitatis, tells us 
that Fo/ephus, in what follows to the End of this Book, is to be read with 
great Caution. See Grotius upon the 5 of Daniel, to this Purpoſe. 

(b) Nebuchodondfer. (c) Nechaob, Jol. 2 Kings 24+ 
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laid any Streſs upon, and ſo no Body was the better for them: 
Nay, on the contrary, from the higheſt to the loweſt, the 
Generality of the People look'd upon them with Contempt. 
Not but that there were ſome again that exhibited formal 
Accuſations againſt him to the King, and would have had 
him puniſh'd as a Mover of Sedition. The Cauſe, in fine, 
was brought before the Council; and the Mayority were for 
putting him to Death : But the Reaſon of Things is not al- 
ways determin'd by a Plurality of Voices: So that ſome that 
were better advis'd then others, were rather for diſcharging 
him the Court, and diverting the Blow; © For Jeremiah, 
& they ſaid, was not the only Man that had foretold theſe 
& Calamities to the City, but Micah had ſaid as much as 
& that came to before hun; and ſo had ſeveral others, 
< without being call'd to Account for it by the Government: 
&« Nay, they were rather had in Honour and Efteem for their 
© Predictions, as the Prophets of the Lord.“ By this ſoft way 
of Reaſoning upon the Matter, the Council . was wrought 
upon to change their Minds, and to make void the Sentence, 
The Prophet put all his Predictions in Writing; and upon a 
Day of Faſting, when the People were met together in the 
Temple, in the ninth Month of the fifth Year of the Reign 
of 7ehoiakim, he read the Book to the Congregation ; where- 
in was contained the whole Hiſtory of what was to befal the 
Temple, the City, and the People. The Princes, upon the 
hearing of this Book, took it away from the Prophet, com- 
manding both himſelf, and his Scribe Baruch, to be gone im- 
mediately, without Jetting any Body know where to find 
them. They carry'd the Book then to the King, who order'd 
his Secretary to take and read it to him, with his Friends a- 
bout him. The King was ſo tranſported upon the hearing of 
it, that he tore the Book, and threw it in the Fire, and or- 
der'd Jeremiah and Baruch to be immediately brought to 


him, and puniſh'd for it: But they were already ſlipt out of 
the Way. 
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choiakim receives Nebuchadnezzar into Jeruſalem. His 
Perfidy and Cruelty. He puts Jeholakim, the Father, 
to Death; and [choiakin, Vis Son, is made King of 
Judah in his Stead, 2 


*] T was not long after this, that 7ehozakim, being affrighted 

with ſo many diſmal , Predictions, receiv'd the King of 
Babylon with his Army into the City ; for as to his own part, 
he reckon'd himſelf ſecure, and fo never troubled his Head, 
either for keeping him out, or preparing for a War : But the 
Babylonian, upon this Admittance into the City, brake his 
Conditions, and put the Flower of the Youth of Feru/alem, 
together with the King himſelf, to the Sword ; commanding 
his Body to be caſt into the Fields, without the Walls of the 
Town, and conſtituting his Son 7ehozakin King, both of the 
City and Country, in his Father'- Stead, He carry'd away a 
matter of three Thouſand Men of Note and Quality, Cap- 
tives to Babylon ; in which Number. was the Prophet Eze- 
kiel, being at that Time a Youth. This was the End of King 
Fehoiakim, who liv'd ſix and thirty Years, and reign'd eleven; 
and his Son Fehoiakin ſucceeded him. His Mother's Name 
was Nehuſhta, of Jeruſalem ; and the Time of his Reign was 
three Months and ten Days. 


HAN 
Nebuchadnezzar, contrary to Faith, makes Jehoiakin, 


his Mother, and the moſt eminent of bis Friends, all 
Priſoners. 


II was not long before the King of Babylon, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, came to repent the ſetting of Jehoiakin upon 
the Throne; for thought he, this Young Man will never for- 


get, or forgive, ſo perfidious a Practice upon the Life of his 


Father, and conſequently lie upon the Catch for any Occa- 
ſion of Tumult or Diſcontent, that may be improv'd to the 


-gratifying of his Revenge. Upon this Conſideration, he ſent 


8 away 


—— 
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away an Army to beſiege Jeruſalem. Now Feholakin being 


a juſt and an eaſie Prince, had not the Heart to lee the City 


run the Riſk of being utterly deſtray'd for his Sake; and 
therefore upon a Treaty with the 1 Deputies for the de- 
livering up of the City, upon Condition that neither the 
Town itſelf, nor the Inhabitants ſhould ſuffer any Sort of 
Damage; the Agreement was ratify'd, and his Mother and 
Kindred deliver'd- up as Hoſtages to the King's Commiſſioners, 
for the Performance of Articles: But before a Year was out, 
the King of Babylon breaking his Faith with them, command- 


- 


ed his Officers to ſecure all the Youth of the City, and all 


Sorts of Artificers, and to bring them to him bound and 
fetter'd; which they did, to the Number of ten Thouſand 
eight Hundred thirty two Perſons, wherein was Fehoiakin 
himſelf, his Mother, and his Kindred ; who by the King's 
Command were all kept in Cuſtody. 5 


—. 
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Jehoiakin made a Priſoner. Nebuchadnezzar ſet up Ze- 
* | dekiah in his Place, upon Condition not to fide with 
the King of Egypt. Zedekiah falſißes, and Nebu- 
chadnezzar befieges Jeruſalem. 1 King of Fgypt 
marches to his Relief. Nebuchadnezzar riſes; gives 
him Battle ; Routs him, and then returns to the Siege. 
Zedekiah's Obſtinacy againſt all the Councils and Pre- 
dlictions of Jeremiah. | 


* T Ehoiakin being now a Priſoner, the King of Babylon ad- 
vanced Zedekiah, his Father's Brother, to the Govern- 


ment in his Place; tying him up by an Oath neither to at- 


tempt any Innovations in that Country; nor directly or in- 
directly to join with, or to aſſiſt the Ægyptians. He was 
one and twenty Years of Age when he enter'd upon the 
Command; and he and his Brother Jehoiakin were Sons of 
the ſame Mother. He had little or no Regard, either for 
Honour, or for Virtue; and his Campanions were altogether 


as impious and extravagant as himſelf: Beſide that this 


Looſeneſs of Manners in his Days, was become Popular ; and 


the Corruption, Epidemical : Inſomuch that the Prophet Fere- 


miah 
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miah was often at him with earneſt Intreaties to change his 
Courſe of Life, and to betake himſelf to the Love and Exerciſe 
of Piety and Juſtice ; without laying ſo much ſtreſs upon what 
his Courtiers, or the falſe Prophets told him; a lewd Sort of 
People, that abus'd him in their Promiſes aad Predictions, 
when they told him the Babylonians ſhould never trouble Je- 
ruſalem again; and that whenever they encounter'd, the 
Egyptians ſhould have the better of them: For this was all 
falſe he told him, as would appear by the Event. Zedekiah 
could not for the preſent but acknowledge this Diſcourſe of 
the Prophet to be reaſonable and true, and that it was for his 


Intereſt ſo to believe it; but when he came afterward to be 


menag'd by ill Company and Councils, that could wind and 


turn him as they pleas'd, all that the Prophet ſaid before 


went for nothing. 
It was at the ſame Time that Ezekzel, being then at Baby- 


lon, foretold the Deſtruction of the Temple, and ſent the Pre- 
diction of it to Jeruſalem. Now the two Prophets agreed 
exactly in the taking of the Town by Force, and in carrying 
away Zedekiah Captive : But the Thing, and the only Thing 
that ſtuck with Zedekiah in the Belief of the Prophecy, was 
this; Ezekze!, foretold that Zedekiah ſhould not ſee Babylon: 


And Jeremiah affirmed that the King himſelf ſhould carry 


him Priſoner thither. This ſeeming Inconſiſtency, or at leaſt 
Diverſity of Expreſſion, gave Zedekiah ſome Sort of Colour to 
doubt the Truth of all the other Circumſtances wherein they 


agreed ; though the following Events made good every 


thing that had been foretold, as we ſhall ſhew more properly 
in another Place, | 

+ After an Alliance of eight Years ſtanding betwixt the 
two Kings, Zedekiah ſhamefully brake his Contract, and 
went over to the Intereſt of the Xgyptians ; making no doubt 
at all, but thoſe two Powers in Conjunction, might be able 
to cruſh the King of Babylon: But the Babylonian, upon the 
firſt Inkling of this Treachery, marched his Army directly to- 
ward Zedekiah; laid his Country deſfolat: ; forced his Caſtles 
and ſtrong Holds; and fo advanced ſtraight forward to the 
Attack, even of 7eru/alem itſelf. The Ægyptian being given 


to underſtand how hard his Friend and Ailay Zedekiah was 


put to it, advanced preſently to his Relief, with a Reſolution 


to attempt the raiſing of the Siege. Now the Babylonian, 


upon Intelligence of his March and Deſign, did not think fit 


to wait his coming; but choſe rather to draw-off himſelf, and 


give 


T 2 Kings 24. 20, 
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give him Battle: Which he did, and fo terrible a Rout with. 
al, that he beat him quite out of Syria at that one Blow. The 
Siege being quitred, or rather reſpited, upon this Occaſion, 
the falſe Prophets held Zedekiah in hand with twenty Delu— 
ſions; as, How foolith a thing it was for ww. or his Subjects, 
to apprehend any Danger from the Baby/omians, or to fancy 
any ſuch thing as the Babylonians forcing, and tranſporting 
the Hebrews from their Native Habitations, and carrying them 
away Captive to Babylon: Whereas it was rather to be ex- 
pected, on the other hand, that their Priſoners that were al- 
ready exported, ſhould be call'd back again; and all the 
Plate and Treaſure that the King had carry'd away, reſtored 
to the Temple. But * Jeremiah, on the contrary, told the 
King quite another Story, in a flat Contradiction to that of 
the falſe Prophets poſitively charging them with Impoſture 
and Deluſion, and affirming that there was no Good to be 
expected from the Zgyptians ; but that they ſhould be firſt 
overcome, and the Babylonian Army be then brought back 
again to beſiege Jeruſalem ; and that as many of them as 
ſhould ſurvive the Sword and Famine, ſhould be carry'd away 
Captives ; their Houſes pillag'd ; their Goods taken away; 
the Temple and City plunder'd, and laid at the Mercy of 
Fire and Sword, without any Diſtinction of /acred or prophane. 
« We are condemned, hs the Prophet, to ſerve theſe People 
ce and their Poſterity for ſeventy Years ; and the Medes and 
« Perſians, at the ſeventy Years end, ſhall deliver us from 
& that Bondage, by the utter Extinction of the Babylonian 
Empire: After which Time, being ſet at Liberty by their 
& Afhiiiance, we ſhall return hither again, rebuild the Tem- 
ple, and reſtore the City to its former State.” Theſe Words 
of the Prophet wrought much upon the greater Part of the 
15 People; but the leading Men, and the licentious, atheiſti- 
cal Part of the Multirude, look'd upon all the Prophet faid, 
but as the Diſcourſe of a Mad-Man, and treated him accord- 
ingly. As Jeremiah was going toward Anathoth, the Place of 
His Birth, and a matter of twenty Furlongs from Feru/alem, 
he had the Fortune to be met withal upon the Way by a cer- 
tain Magiſtrate that laid hold of him, and took him into 
Cuſtody upon a Pretext that he was a Deſerter, and going 
over to the King of Babylon. The Prophet ſaid there was no 
ſuch Matter, and that he was only going to the Place where 
he was born; but the other would not believe him, and fo 
carry'd him away to the Miniſters of State and Juſtice; *Þ 
| ; where, 


was 
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where, after the Formality of Examination and Torture, he 
let aſide as a Malefactor condemn'd to die: And in this 
Condition of Miſery, he continu'd for ſome Time. 

* ut in the ninth Year of Zedekiah's Reign, the tenth 
Month, and the tenth Day of that Month, the King of Baby- 
ian came ond again with his Army to Zeruſalem ; and laying. 
Siege to it, tiy'd all the Ways in the World, for a matter of 
_ eighteen Months, to maſter it, either by Art, or by Force ; 
but it {till held out againſt not only a powerful Enemy be- 
fore it, but againſt a raging Peſtilence and Famine allo in 
the bowels of it: Feremziah being in Priſon all this while, and 
crying out to the Multitude to ſet open the Gates, and re- 
ceive the Babylonians into the City; for they had no other way 
in Nature to fave themſelves, their Families, and the Town, 
from a certain and an inevitable Ruin ; telling them withal, 
that thoſe that ſtay'd in the City muſt expect to periſh, either 
by the Sword, or by Famine ; whereas thoſe that fled out to 
the Enemy would fave. their Lives; but the Princes, in the 
Depth of their Extremity, were yet ſo far from giving Ear to 
the Prophet's Preſage and Advice, that they repreſented him 
to the King, as a violent bot-headed Man, and a Mutineer ; 
a Diſcourager of the People with his idle Stories of Miſery and 
Deſolation ; ſuggeſting that the Gagriſon was hearty and 
reſolute enough to defend the Place"to the laſt Extremity, ' 
till he came with his Forebodings of Slavery and Deſtruction, 
and took off the Edge of their Zeal and Courage. The King 
in his own Nature was not apt to be fierce, or bitter ; but 
ſtanding, upon the pinch of Neceſſity, in ſome Awe of the 
great People about him, he did not think it ſafe to diſoblige 
ſo many Men of Power and Intereſt : And ſo rather then 
croſs them, he lefi them at Liberty to do with the Prophet 
what they thought fit. So ſoon as they had gain'd that Point, 
they went in all haſte to the Prifon ; took out the Prophet, 
and let him down by a Rope into a naſty Pit, where he was 
up to the Neck in Mudd, with an Intent to choak him : But 
as he was in this Condition, a Favourite-Servant of the King's, 
an Athiopian born, went and told Zedekiah how they had 
treated the Prophet; and giving his own Opinion in the Caſe, 
_ that his Great Men and his Friends, had not done well in the 
Aggravation of his Misfortune, by expoſing him to a Death, 
ſo much more grievous then that which he was reaſonably to 
expect in his Chains. Upon this Diſcourſe of the Favou- 
rite, the King heartily repented his leaving the Prophet to 
the Diſcretion of his Enemies, and ſo order'd the Ætbiopian 
to 
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to take thirty Men out of his Family; ſuch as he could truſt, 
with Ropes, and whatever he ſhould find neceſſary for the 
' faving of him, and to join with them in the getting of him 
out of the Pit with all ſpeed poſſible. The Servant did as he 
was order'd, and ſet the Prophet at Liberty; who was, ſoon 
after this, brought privately to the King, and had this Queſti. 
on put to him, Whether or no he could procure him from Hea- 
ven any preſent Relief under his miſerable Circumſtances ? The 
Prophet anſwer'd him, * that he could; but that People would 
4e neither believe him, or follow his Counſel : for all your 
« pretended Friends, /ays he, are my mortal Enemies. They 
ce look upon me as a falle Wretch, and are at this Inſtant in a 


« Conſpiracy to deſtroy me: And where are thoſe Impoſtors 


e now, that fool'd the People into a Belief that they were qut 
* of Danger of the Baby/sman ? So that to tell you the very 
& Truth of Things may be as much as my Life is worth.” 
The King, upon this, promiſed the Prophet with an Oath, 
that he would neither take away his Life himſelf, nor ſuffer 
any of his People to do it. Feremiah took his Word and Ho- 
nour for it, © and adviſed him by all means to deliver- up the 
« City into the Hands of the King of Babylon. This was the 
d only Way in the World, he told him, to be ſafe in his own 
ic Perſon, to avoid the imminent Danger he was in; to pre- 
ce vent the Burning of the Temple, and the laying of the City 
dc level with the Ground: And if he went any other Way to 
«© Work, he was to tel] him, in the Name, and by the Di- 
cc reftion of God himſelf, that all the Calamities that ſhould 
cc enſue upon his Miſcarriages, with the utter Ruin of him- 
4c ſelf, his Family, and his People, ſhould be laid at his Door.” 
The King then told him, that he had a great Inclination to 
take his Counſel for the common Good ; but he was afraid 
leſt ſome of his Friends that were already gone over to the Ba- 
bylonians, ſhould accuſe him tcthe King, and put him in dan- 
ger of his Life. But for any thing of that, the Prophet bad 
him ſet his Heart at reſt; © for if hedeliyer'd-up the City, nei- 
& ther he himſelf in his Perſon, nor his Wives, his Children, 
& or the Temple itſelf, ſhould ſuffer any thing.” After theſe - 
Words, the King diſmiſs'd the Prophet, with a Charge not to 
make any Words; no, not ſo much as to the Princes them- 
ſelves, of what had paſs'd in this Conference: But if any Bo- 
dy ſhould come to have a Hint that there had been ſuch a 
Meeting, and enquire into the Bus'neſs, it might be pretend- 
ed that the Prophet came to move the King for his Liberty. 
The Prophet did as he was order'd, and gave that Anſwer to 
all People that aſk'd him his Bus'neſs with Zedekiah. 
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Jeruſalem taten. The Temple, Palace and City pillag d 
and burnt vSaraiah put to Death. Zedekiah's Eyes 

Put out, and himſelf carry'd Priſoner to Babylon. The 
Succeſſion of High Prieſts. Gedaliah, Nebuchadnez- 
zar's Deputy Governour. The 1reachery of Iſhmael. 
4 he Egyptians overthrown, and carry'd Captives to 
Babylon. Jhe Hiſtory of Daniel, Shadrach, Meſhech, 
and Abednego. Daniel highly preferr'd for expounding 
of Dreams, The Death of Nebuchadnezzar. 


IN the mean time, the King of Babylon went on vigorouſly 

with the Siege; his Works were finiſh'd, and his Towers 
carry'd up ſo high as to command the Town, and beat the 
Defendents from the Walls; and at this rate they were pro- 
vided quite around the City for a general Aſſault ; and the 
Defence of the Place was carry'd on with as much Bravery 
as the Attack; having Plague and Famine to contend with+ 
al, within the Town, as well as Enemies, and other Difficul- 
ties without. They ſtood firm, in ſhort, againſt all Strata- 
gems and Machines ; oppoling one Invention to another, as 
if the Diſpute had been matter of Skill and Art, as well as 
Force; the Beſiegers Bus'neſs being to take the City, and the 
Safety of the Beſieged confiſting in eluding or diverting the 
Plots and Endeavours of the Enemy. This Conteſt laſted 
eighteen Months ; but in the End, for want of Meat within 
the Town, and of Numbers to maintain it, againſt the Mul- 
titudes of Men, and of Weapons without the Town, they 
were brought to the laſt inevitable Neceſſity of delivering it 
up. It was taken, in the eleventh Year, and the ninth Day 
of the fourth Month of the Reign of Zedekiah, by the Com- 
manders to whom the Care of the Siege was committed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, who at that Time was at Reblatha. If the 
Reader ſhould be curious to know the Names of the Officers; 
there was Nergelear, Aremantus, Emeger, Naboſaris, and Echa- 
rampſuris. The City was taken about Midnight. The Cap- 
tains, with the reſt of the Soldiery, went into the Temple: 
which King Zedekiah perceiving, he took his Wives, Chil- 
dren, Commanders and Friends, and they ſlipt all away A 
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by a narrow Paſſage toward the Deſart: But the Babylonians 
getting Intclligence of this Eſcape, by ſome falſe Brethren, 
they made after them early the next Morning, and overtook 
and ſurrounded them at a Place not far from Jericho. Zede. 
kiat”s Friends and Companions, in his Flight, leeing the Ene- 
my advancing toward them, quitted their Maſter, and ran 
ſeveral Ways to make the belt ſhift they could for themſelves; 
The King being in a manner quite abandon'd, with his Wives 
and Children, and a ſmall Remainder of his Company fell 
into the Hands of the Enemy; who preſently carry'd them to 
the King. Nebuchadnezzar no ſooner had him in his Eye, but 
he call'd him all the faithleſs, perfidious Names that he could 
think of. Did not you promiſe me, /ays he, to manage the 
„Power and Authority that I put you in Poſſeſſion of, for 
« my Advantage and Behoof; and am not I Weller quited, 
do you think, for making you a King in your Brother 7e- 
'* hatakim's Place, by your employing of the Credit and In- 
< tereſt that I gave you to the Ruin of your Patron and Be- 
* nefattor ? But that God is Great and Juſt ; who, for the 
« Puniſhment of your Treachery and Ingratitude, hath now 
made you my Priſoner.” When the King had laid upon 
him this Load of Reproaches, heimmediately cauſed his Chil- 
dren and his Friends tobe put to Death before his Face, andin 
the Sight of the reſt of the Captives; commanding Zedekiah's 
Eyes to be put out, ſo ſoon as this Execution was over, and 
fo to be carry'd away in Chains to Babylon. This way of 
Proceeding has verify'd the two Prophecies of 7eremiab and 
Ezekiel; which Zedekiah made fo little account of, by reaſon » 
of ſome Semblance of a Contradiction betwixt them ; the for- 
mer foretelling, that he ſhould be taken Captive, and carry'd 
to Babylon, ſpeak with the King himſelf, and ſee him Face to 
Face: But Ezekie/'s Prediction was, that he ſhould be carry'd 
away to Babylon, and ſhould not ſee him; which he could 
not do there, when he was brought Blind thither. 
This may ſerve to convince, even the moſt Ignorant, of the 
Power and Wiſdom of God, and of the Conſtancy of his 
Counſels, through all the various Ways of his Operations: 
And it may likewiſe ſhew us, that God's Foreknowledge of 
Things is certain, and his Providence regular, in the order- 

ing of Events; beſide that it holds forth a moſt exemplary 
Inſtance to us, of the Danger of our giving way to the Mo- 
tions of Incredulity and Folly, to take from us the Means of 
diſcerning the Fatalities that threaten us. 

This was the End of the Race of David, after one and 
twenty Kings in Succeſſion, in the Space of five 6” 
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and fifteen Years, ſix Months and ten Days; including 
the twenty Years Reign of Saul, who was of another 
Tribe. 3 | 
Nebuchadnezzar, after this great Victory obtained, ſent 
Nebuzar-Adan his Commander-in-chief, to Feruſalem, with 
Orders to pillage the Temple, and burn it ; to do the like to 
the Palace ; and after the laying of the City all level with the 
Ground, to carry away the People Captive to Babylon. In 
the eleventh Year of the Reign of Zedekiah, Nebuzar- Adan 
put his Inſtructions in Execution; taking away out of the 
Temple all the Veſſels of Gold and Silver; Solomon's great 
Laver with the Brazen Pillars, and their Chapiters ; with 
the Golden Tables and Candleſticks : And after this general 
rifle, he firſt ſet the Temple a-fire ; and after that, he laid the 
Palace, and the City in Aſhes. This paſs'd on the firſt Day 
of the fifth Month; the eleventh of Zedekiah, and the eigh- 
teenth Year of the Reign of Nebuchadnezzar. The Temple 
was burnt four hundred and ſeventy Years fix Months and 
ten Days from the building of it ; one Thouſand and fixty 
two Years ſix Months and ten Days from the Maelites com- 
ing out of the Land of Ægypt; one Thouſand nine hun- 
dred fifty Years fix Months and ten Days from the Deluge, 
and three Thouſand five hundred" and thirty Years fix 


Months and ten Days from the Creation of the World. As 


to the Computation of Years, in what Compaſs of Time, 
What, and When, every thing was done, we have already 
given an Account of it in Order. | 

. Upon the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the Tranſporta- 
tion of the People, Nehnzar- Adan took theſe Priſoners with 
him. There was the High-Prieft Saraiah ; and after him, 
. Sepheniah, who was the next Prieſt in Dignity ; three Head 
Keepers of the Temple; the t Eunuch of the Bed Cham- 
ber, with ſeven of the King's Friends, beſide the King's Secre- 
tary, and other Men of Note, to the Number of Sixty; which 


were brought all together to the King who was then at K- 


blathis, a City of Syria, The King canſed the Heads of the 
High-Prieſt, and the great Men, to be ſtruck off in that City ; 
but the Multitude of the Prifoners, together with Zedekiah 
himſelf, they carry'd to Babylon; and Jehozadack the High- 
Prieſt to be taken bound, along with them; which 7ehoza- 


aack was the Son of Saraiah that was put to Death, as is ſaid 


already. 
Having now gone through the Royal Line, and the Suc- 


ceſſion of them from Father to Son, in Order, it will be 


convenient to obſerve the ſame Method with the High-Prieſt, 
3 who 
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who from time to time in a continu'd Succeſſion under thoſe 
Kings exerciſed the Sacerdotal Office. The firſt Pontifex after 
the Building of Solomon's Temple was Zadoh. After him, 
came his Son Ahimaz ; and after Ahimaz, Azariah ; and 
fo forward; Joram ; (a) Ijus, Axioramus, Phideas, Sudeas, 
G) Julus, Jotham, Urias, Nerias, Odeas, Saldumus, Elcias, 


| Sargas, and Fehoſadic, who was carry'd away to Babylon. 


All theſe handed down the Pontificate in a continu'd Succeſ. 
ſion in their Families from Generation to Generation, 

* Upon the King's coming back to Babylon, Zedekiah was 
committed to Priſon; and in the Priſon he dy'd, and had 
afterward the Honour of a royal Sepulchre. The holy Veſ. 
fels that he took out of the Temple, he dedicated to his Idols, 
alloted Habitations to the People in Babylon, and ſet Jeho- 
zadack at Liberty. Now Nebuzar- Adan, the General that 
brought away the People Priſoners, left the Multitude, and 
the Deſerters, under the Command of Gedaliah, the Son of 
Ahikam, an eminent Perſon, both for Generoſity and Ju- 
ſtice, who alloted his Priſoners ſuch a Proportion of Ground 
to improve, and live upon; paying ſuch a certain Tribute 
to the King. The Prophet Jeremiah was alſo diſcharg'd of 
his Impriſonment; and the King having given Order to the 
Governour to take a particular Care of him, Gede/iah mov'd it 
to the Prophet to go along with him to Babylon; far it was 
but Reaſon the King ſhould be at the Charge of his Journey : 
Or if he did not like that Place, let him pitch upon any o- 
ther, and he would write to the King about it. The Prophet's 
Anſwer was, That he had no mind to remove at all, but 
« rather ſtay where he was, and take his part in the miſera- 
ble Ruins of his Native Country.” Nebuzar-Adan being 
inform'd how the Prophet ſtood affected, gave Gedaliah a 
ſtrict Charge to ſee him well provided for; made him ſeve- 
ral conſiderable Preſents himſelf, and ſo left him, and return- 
ed to Babylon. + Feremiah, upon this, made Choice of Miz- 
pah for the Place of his Abode ; having firſt obtained of Ne- 
buzar-Adan, Baruch's Liberty, as well as his own, whom he 


took for his Companion. This Baruch was the Son of Ne- 


rial, a Perſon nobly born, and perfectly well {kill'd in the 

Language of his Country. | | 
The Burning and the Sacking of Feru/alem, and the Re- 

thra of the Babylonians into their own Country, was by this 


1 Time 
() Iſus and Axioramus are fictitious Names, as Biſhop Mountague has 
ſhewn in his Apparatus. (6) The ſame learned Prelate reads 


Fael and O/eas for Qdeas, and Sallum for Saldum, See Apparat. 6. 
® Jer. 52. 11. + Jer. 40. | 
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time made known to all the Deſerters that had left the City 
in the Time of the Sicge ; and ſo they gather'd together from 
all Places in Throngs to Gedeliab at Mizpah. The principal 
Men among them were 7ehanan, the Son of Careah, Jaaza- 
niah, and Saraiah, with {o:ne others: And beſide theſe, there 
was Iſhmael, a Perſon of Royal Blood; but otherwiſe falſe 
and malicious to the high ſt Degree. This Man, in the 
Time of the Siege, fled to Bathal the King of the Ammonites, 
for Sanctuary, where he continued ever ſince. Upon the 
Application of theſe People to Gedaliah, he gave them an 
Invitation to continue there, and to plant; for they might 
live quietly and at eaſe, without any Danger from the Baby- 
| lznians ; binding himſelf by an Oath to ſtand by them, and 
aſſiſt them, if any Man ſhould offer to give them any Mole- 
ſtation or Trouble.“ Now, /ays he, do but you reſolve a- 
% mong yourſelves what Town or Place you would ſettle 
in, and you ſhall have ſome of my People along with you 
to aſſiſt you in preparing and fitting up Habitations for 
“you; only you mult take care not to {lip the Seaſon of pro- 
« viding for the next Vintage and Harveſt, that you may not 
* want Corn, Wine, or Oil next Winter for your Subſi- 
&* ſtence.” When he had given them this Encouragement 
and Aſſurance, he left every Man at his Liberty to diſpoſe of 
himſelf where he himſelf pleaſed. © 
The Report of Gedaliah's generous Humanity and Tender- 
neſs toward the Fugitives that apply'd themſelves to him for 
Refuge, gain'd him ſo great a Reputation with all the Neigh- 
bour Nations, that they came trooping to him from all Parts, 
and quickly made up a conſiderable Plantation ; for they had 
Land aſſign'd them in Propriety, upon Condition only of 
paying a certain Acknowledgment to the King of Babylon. 
Fohanan and the reſt of the great Men had a very high 


Eſteem for the Goodneſs and Courteſie of Gedaliah to the 


Planters, and therefore advertis'd him in Friendſhip and Re- 
ſpect, that there was a Conſpiracy carry'd on againſt him, 
betwixt the King of the Ammonites, and Iſhmael and that 


Thmael was to do the Execution with Secrecy and Treachery; 


and being a Member of the Royal Family, to make himſelf 
Head of the I/-ae/ites by that Means. Now the ready way to 
ſecure Gedaliab againſt this Practice, would be for them pri- 
vately to diſpatch * Iſhmael; which, with his leave, they 
would undertake to do; for they were afraid, if this Miſchief 
were not timely prevented, it would prove the Ruin of all 
the 1/-ae/ites in the Concluſion. Gedaliah told them, © That 
he could not believe it poſſible for any Man to be ſo berba⸗ 

| | rous 
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&« rous, and ungrateful, that lay under ſo many Obligations 
to the contrary ; neither could it enter into his Head, 
« that a Man who was never known to do any ſuch thing 
ec under the Provocation of his Neceſſities, ſhould now be 
« in a Plot to deſtroy that Perſon himſelf, whom by all the 
« 'Tyes of Honour and Hoſpitality he was obliged to defend 
6e and preſerve, though with the Hazard of his own Life, if 
c it ſhould have been attempted by any other Man whatſo— 
© ever.” But to make ſhort, he told them however, That 
 < ſappoſing the Information to be true, he had much ra- 
ce ther loſe his own Life then to take away the Life of any 
& Man that had committed himſelf to his truſt.” F7ohanarn 
and his Companions finding that all they had ſaid was to 
no purpoſe, upon this Declaration of Geda/iah's went their 
way. | 

Some thirty Days after this Diſcourſe, //hmael with ten 
of his Friends gave a Viſit to Gedaliah at Mizpah, where they 
were received and treated with all the Freedom and Reſpect 
- Imaginable. The Cups went round till Gedaizah and his 
Companions were dull and heavy-headed ; and the other 
Party obſerving it, took the Opportunity of falling upon 
them, and without any Difficulty kill'd the Maſter of the 
Houſe, and all the reſt of his Gueſts. It was now in the 
dead of the Night; and all the People, as well Soldiers as 
others, careleſly ſecure, and aſleep : So that they made the 
ſame Havock in the Streets, and elſewhere, as they had done 
at Gedaliah's juſt before; deſtroying and murdering all they 
could find, whether 7ews, or Babylonians, without any Di- 
ſtinction. The next Day there came up to the City a Troop 
of about fourſcore Men out of the Country with Preſents for 
Gedaliah ; knowing nothing as yet of the Maſſacre of the laſt 
Night. So ſoon as //hmael ſaw them, he call'd them in to 
Gedaliah, ſhut the Doors upon them, and cut their Throats 
in the Palace, cauſing the Bodies afterward to be thrown in- 
to a Pit where they might lie conceal'd. There was not a 
Man of all that Number that eſcap'd, ſave only ſome few 
- that promis'd to make Diſcovery of Goods, Cloaths, and 
Corn, that were hid under Ground, if they would but re- 
prieve them for ſo long. Some of them, I ſay, were ſpar'd 
upon the Hope of this Diſcovery ;z but for the common Peo- 
ple of Mizpab, the Women and the Children, they were all 
carry'd away; and among the reſt, the Daughters of Zede- 
- kiah, which Nebuzar- Adan had left, under the Care of Ce- 
. daliah. Iſbmael went away preſently with the News of this 


Exploit to the King of the Ammonuites; but Johanan,' * 
| | 10 the 


———— 
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eading Men, hearing of this bloody Executi- 


on at Mizpah, and the Death of Gedaliah, took it ſo hei- 
'noully, that they drew every Man his Soldiers together, and 


Join'd in the Purſuit of Iſhmael, whom they overtook at the 
Fountain of Hebron. The firſt Sight of the Purſuers joy'd the 
Hearts of the Priſoners that Iſhmael was carrying away with 
him; for they knew them preſently to be Friends, and went 
over immediately one and all to the Party of Zohanan : But 
T1hmael with only eight of his Companions fled to the King of 
the Ammonites. Johanan, in the mean time, with the Peo- 
ple he had taken from 1ſhmael, Eunuchs, Women and Chil- 
dren marched to a Place that is called Mandra, and there 
they ſtay'd one Day, bethinking themſelves of going into 


 #egypt, leſt the Babylonians, in a Rage for the Murder of 


their Governour, ſhould in revenge fall upon them ; but 
however, for their better Security, they took up a Reſolu- 
tion to conſult Jeremiah what Courſe to ſteer: So they 
put the Queſtion to him ; with an Oath to do whatever he 
ſhould adviſe them to. The Prophet promis'd them to do 
what he could for their Satisfaction; and upon the tenth 
Day after this, God appeared to him, and bad him go and 
tell 7ohanan, and the reſt of the Commanders, That 
« if they continued where they were, he would aſſiſt, and ſe- 
© cure them againſt any Harm from the Babylonians, whom 
<« they were ſo much afraid of; but if after this Premonition, 
ce they ſhould rather go into Ægypt, let them look to 
«& themſelves, and expect the ſame Fate and Judgment that 
& had befall'n their Brethren before then.” This was the 
Meſſage the Prophet deliver'd them by God's expreſs Di- 


rection; though they could hardly believe it to be the 


Will of God, that they ſhould continue where they were : 
But took it rather for an Invention of the Prophet's in favour 
of Baruch, his Diſciple, and to expoſe them to the Wrath of 
the Babylonans : So that 7ohanan and the reſt of the People, 
in contempt of God's Word by his Prophet, went away into 
Egypt, and carry'd Jeremiah and Baruch along with them. 


| When they were come thither, it was revealed from Heaven 


to the Prophet, that the King of Babylon ſhould bring an 
Army into AÆgypt, and he commanded Jeremiah to tell the 
People as much; and that gypt ſhould be taken, where 
Part of them ſhould be kill'd, and Part carry'd away Cap- 
tives to Babylon; which came to paſs accordingly. For in 
the fifth Year after the Deſtruction of Jeriſalem, and the 
three and twentieth of Nebuchadnezzar, he made an Inroad 
into the C@elo-Syria ; and upon ſubduing it, carry'd the War 

| | 'T x torward 
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forward to the Ammonites and Moabites ; and when he had 
ſubjected them too, he made a furious Incurſion into Ægypt, 
kill'd the preſent King; ſet up another in his Place: And the 
Jews that he found there were carry'd away a ſecond Time | 
Priſoners to Babylon. | 
This was the miſerable State of the Hebrews, as we have 
the Story, who were twice carry'd away beyond the Ex. 
phrates ; for the Ten Tribes were firſt tranſported by the Hy- 
rians out of Samaria in the Reign of Hoſeah : And then the 
ether Two by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of the Chaldeang, 
and the Babylonians, upon the taking of Feruſalem. Now 
Salmanaſſer tranſplanted the Chuthites into the Country of 
the Iſraelites, out of the Heart of Media and Perfra ; and they 
were called Samaritans from the Name of the Place into 
which they were tranſported : But the King of Babylon car- 
ry'd away the other Two Tribes, without introducing any o- 
ther in their Stead : And this was the Reaſon that Zudzea, 
with J7eruſalem, and the Temple, lay wholly abandon'd for the 
Space of /erenty Years. The Time betwixt the Captivity of the 
Ten Tribes, and the Tranſmigration of the other Two, was one 
hundred and thirty Years, ſix Months, and ten Days. 
* Nebuchadnezzar appointed a very ſtrict and ſelect Choice 
to be made, out of the Youth of the Fews, both for Birth, 
Vigonr and Beauty, and ſeveral of them, the Relations of 
King Zedekiah; appointed alſo the beſt Tutors that could be 
had, for their Inſtruction : Divers of them to be caſtrated ac- 
cording to the Practice of that Country upon the handſomeſt 
Boys of conquer'd Nations. He ſent them their Meat from 
his own Table, and took great Care to have them inſtructed _ 
in the Chaldæan Difcipline, and Learning wherein they ad- 
vanced very much in a ſhort Time. There were four of Ze- 
dekiah's Relations in the Number, whoſe Names were Daniel, 
Ananias, Miſhael, and Azariah : But the Babylonians changed 
their Names, and called Daniel, [ Belteſhazzar ;]» Ananias, 
[Shadrach ;] Miſhael, | Meſhaſh :] and 4zariah, [ Abednego.} 
The King had a wonderful Tenderneſs for them all, both in 
regard of the Sweetneſs of their Diſpoſition, and the extraor- 
dinary Pregnancy of their Underſtanding, Daniel look'd 
upon that voluptuous way of Feeding to be too delicate for 
People in their Condition, and therefore they went to. A, 
chanes the Eunuch that had them in Charge, and defir'd him 

rather to make uſe of thoſe Delicacies that the King ſent 
them from his own Table for the Service of himſelf, and his 
| . | | Family, 
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Family, and if they had but Pulſe, or Dates, or any ordi- 
' nary Food that had no Life in't, it would ſerve their turn 
every jot as well; for thoſe Delicacies went againſt their Sto- 
machs, and a plainer Diet would pleaſe them better. The 
Eunuch told them that he would gratifie them with all his 
Heart ; but if they ſhould grow lean and thin, upon ſuch a 
heartleſs way of Feeding, or look perhaps leſs amiably up- 
on it, and appear in a leſs agreeable Habit of Health and of 
Colour, he was afraid the King might come to have ſome 
Suſpicion of the Matter, and take Offence at it ; which 
might be as much as his Life was worth ; eſpecially when the 
reſt of their Companions, that fed better then they did, 
ſhould be obſerv'd to look better too. They found the Eunuch 
not ſo crols as he might have been, and ſo preſs'd him to 
make the Experiment, only for ten Days; and after that 
Time, if he found the Change did not ſo well agree with them 
as their former Allowance, and that they ſhould not keep 
their Health, their Colour, and the ſame Habit of Body, ab. 
ter that Trial, that they had before, he might bring them 
| back again to the King's way of Entertainment. The Eunuch 
was prevail'd upon to make Trial of it, and when he found 
them ſo far from being the worſe for the Alteration, that 
they mended upon it, in the Diſpoſition both of their Bodies, 
and of their Minds, he made no longer a Scruple of comply- 
ing with their Deſires ; but gave them what they demanded, 
and kept the King's Allowance to himſelf, which agreed ſo 
well with Daniel, and his Friends, that comparatively they 
ſeem'd to be better provided for then the reſt, and all their 
Faculties kept in better Tune for either Study, or Labour; 
being neither ſurcharg'd, or ſurſeited with Variety; nor effe- 
minated with the Luxury of pleaſuring 157 Palate. By this 
temperate frugal way of Menage, and Diſcipline, their Spi- 
rits were kept clear and active, as appeared by their won- 
derful Improvement in the Hebrew, as well as the Chaldæan 
Learning ; but of Daniel eſpecially, who had gotten ſuch an 
Inſight into their Arts, that he took upon him the expound- 
ing of Dreams, and had many Times Viſions of his own to 
work upon. | 4 
+ Some two Years after the Deſtruction of Egypt, Nebu- 
chaduezzar had a wonderful Viſion, and a Revelation from 
God in his Sleep, of the Meaning of it. But when he came 
afterwards to riſe from his Bed, he had quite forgotten it : 
ſo he preſently ſent for his learned Men, as Chaldæans, Magi, | 
. | IA > an 
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and Prophets, and told them that he had had a ſtrange Dream; 
but it was now utterly out of his Head, and therefore re- 
quired them to tell him what it was, and what was the Sig- 


nification of it. They made him anſwer, That as to the firſt - 


Part of his Propoſition, it was a Thing not to be done ; but 
if he would be pleas'd to tell them the Dream, they would 


be anſwerable to give him the Interpretation of it. The King 
in a Rage commanded them, without any more ado, to tell 


him his Dream, or they ſhould dic for't ; but they could not 
undertake it, they ſaid 5 and fo they were all order'd to be 
put to Death. When Daniel came to underſtand that the 
Wiſe-Men were all to be put to Death, and to conſider that 
no —— Turn it might be next, he went to 
Arioch the Captain of the King's Guard, to learn what the 


Crime was they were condemn'd for: So the Captain told 
him, that the King had a Dream, which he himſelf had for- 


gotten, and that they were to die becanſe they could not 


tell him what it was. Daniel made anſwer, That if he could 


but get them a Reprieve only for one Night, he would not 


deſpair of giving him the Satisfaction he requir'd ; for he had 
ſome Hope that God would that very Night be prevail'd up- 
on to enable him to do it. The Captain gave the King an 
Account of this Diſcpurſe and Propoſal; and thereupon the 
Execution was reſpited, only to try what Good was to be 
done upon that Experiment. Daniel, with his Companions, 
went into his Bed-Chamber, and ſpent that whole Night in 
Prayers to God for the Means of reſolving the Queſtion, and 


for the delivering thoſe People from Death, that were now 


fallen under the King's Diſpleaſure, by laying before him the 


Particulars of the laſt Night's Dream, which was now ſlipt 


out of his Memory. God was pleaſed, upon this Interceſſion 
of Daniel, both in Compaſſion to the Miſerable, and out of 
Tenderneſs for the Prudence of Daniel's Mediation, to make 
known, not only the Dream itſelf, but the Signification of it; 
to the end that he might communicate the whole Matter to 
the King. Daniel was to tranſported with this Revelation, 
that he got up early in the Morning ; gave his Brethren a 
Word of Comfort, being now brought to the laſt Point of 
Deſperation, and thinking of nothing but Neath ; bad them 
cheer-up, and hope the Beſt, for that all Things' were now 
ſecure. When they had given God Thanks together for his 
fatherly Care and Pity over them. Daniel went to Arioch by 


Peep of Day to carry him to the King, with Aſſurance that 
be ſhould now have all the Particulars laid before him, of his 
HateaDream, —— oo none 53 


Upon 
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Upon Daniel's Admittance to the King, he firſt told him, 
c Thatft was not any overweening of his own Wiſdom, as 
ce if he knew more then the Cha/deans, and the Magi or any 
« Deſign of Reproach upon them, for not being able to re- 
« ſolve a Queſtion which he could unriddle. It was not 
« any thing of this, /ays he, that made me engage in this 
« Matter ; for I am not a Perſon to pretend to more Skill 
& and Underſtanding then my Neighbours : But it is purely 
« the Work of God, in Pity to the Miſerable, and in Mercy 
« to my Prayers, for the Lives and Safety of myſelf and my 
« Friends, that hath now laid open this Dream to me, and 
de explain'd the Meaning of it. I have not been fo ſollicitous 
&« for the Safety of myſelf and my Companions under your 
% Diſpleaſure, as for your Honour and Glory; in caſe of put- 
ting ſo many good and worthy Men to Death, contrary to 
„Right and Juſtice, and only for not being able to do a 
Thing, which it is utterly impoſſible for Fleſh and Blood 
« todo; or for any but a ſupernatural Power to accom- 


< pliſh. 


«© You were bethinking yourſelf what would become of 
c the Empire of the World when you were gone, and who 
c ſhould ſucceed to it. Now the Dream you had was a kind 
& of a Reſolution upon that Enquiry ; for God ſhew'd you 
© in your Sleep thoſe that were to rule after you. You 
% dreamt you law a large Image, or Statue, ſtanding upright ; 
ce the Head was Gold,; the Shoulders and Arms, Silver; the 


Belly and the Thighs, Braſs ; the Legs and the Feet, Iron. 


« You ſaw then a Stone broken-off from a Mountain, that 
ce fell upon this Image, overthrew it, and brake it ſo ſmall, 
c that the Duſt of the Gold, Silver, Braſs, and Iron, was as 


„ light as Chaff, and carry'd away by a Blaſt of Wind to 


«© the furthermoſt Parts of the Earth: The Stone growing 
& ſo great, all this while, that it lay like a Mountain up- 
« on the Face of the Earth. This was your Dream, and I 


come now to the Interpretation of it, By the Golden Head is 


* ſignity'd Your Self, and other Kings of Babylon before you: 


„ The tuo Hands and Shoulders portend that tue Kings ſhall 


« deſtroy your Empire, and afterward, their Empire will be 


e ſubverted by another King coming from the Weſt in Armour 


* of Braſs; and he is to be ſubdued afterward by another 
in Irons which, in the Nature of it, is ſtronger then Gold, 
Silver, or Braſs, and not to be reſiſted.” Daniel gave an 
Interpretation alſo of the Stone, which I ſhall paſs over in 
this Place; for it is my Bus'neſs to write of Things paſt, and 
not of Things to come. But for the Satisfaction of the Inqui- 
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tive into the dark Events of Things, I ſhall only recom- 
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mend unto them the Book of Daniel, as we have it in ſaered 
Writ. | | | 

ebuchadnezzar, in great Admiration, acknowledg'd this 
to be his Dream; and falling upon his Face; ador'd Daniel 
like a God, and appointed Divine Honours to be done him: 
And this would not ſerve neither, withaut giving him the 
Name of his God, [Belteſhazzar ;] and ſo he made him Ruler 
of the whole Province, joining ſeveral of his Kindred with 
him in the ſame Commiſſion ; this Promotion was follow'd 


with ſuch an Envy upon Daniel, and his Relations, that it 
had like to have coſt them all their Lives, by a Diſguſt the 


King took upon this following Occaſion. 
 ® Nebuchadnezzar the King made an Image of Gold, ſixty 
Cubits in Height, and ſix in Breadth, and placed it in the 


great Plain of Baby/on, He called together, upon the Dedi- 


cation of it, the Princes, the great Men and Officers, out of 
all his Dominions ; making Proclamation, that immediately 
upon hearing the Sound of a Trumpet, they ſhould all fall 


down and worſhip this /mage; and that whoever refuſed it, 


ſhould be. caſt into the fiery Furnace. Upon the ſounding 
of this Trumpet, accordingly, all the People fell down and 
worſhipped ; ſave only Daniel, and his Relations; who re- 
fuſing todo it, out of a Reverence to the Laws of their Coun- 
try, were inform'd againſt, and caſt into the Fire; but by 
a merciful Providence, and beyond all human Imagination, 
their Liyes were preſerv'd: As if the Flame itſelf had been 
conſcious of the Injuſtice of the Sentence, and ſuſpended 
the very Nature of its conſuming Quality in fivour of the 
Innocent; for they were not ſo much as ſcorch'd with it: 


As if God, in his gracious Providence, had made their Bo- 
dies proof againſt the Flames. But the Thing that moſt re- 


commended them to the King's Tenderneſs and Eſteem, was 


the miraculous Proof of God's Love and Goodneſs to them 


in their Juſtification ; for upon this Ground the King had a 
great Honour for them ever after. 

It was not long before Nebachadnezzar had another Dream, 
as ſurprizing as the former; which was, that“ being driven 


away from his Kingdom, he lived ſeven Tears among the 


e Beaſts of the Forreſt, and was afterward re/t:red to his for- 
ce mer Dignity and State.” The King put the Queſtion once 


again to the Magi upon this Viſion alſo ; but Daniel was the 


only Perſon, again, to expound the Meaning of it: And a- 
corging 


+ Dan. 4. 


FT Book®, IZ VI ANT N 6 647 


cording to his Prediction, it ſucceeded in the Event; for © af- 
« ter ſeven Years of his Life ſpent in an inſociable Solitude, 
« and go Creature all this Time daring to make any Attempt 
„upon his. Government, God was prevail'd upon to re. in- 
« {tate him in the Exerciſe of his king/y Power.” Let no Bo- 
dy blame me for delivering the ſame Reports in my Writings, 
that I find in ancient Hiſtory; for I have anticipated all thoſe 


Cavils in the very Beginning of this Work, by making a 


publick Profeſſion to do the Part only of a faithful Tranſla- 
tor of the Story out of Hebrew into Greek, and to deliver e- 
very thing honeſtly as I find it, without making it more or 
leſs then in Truth it is. | 
Nebuchadnezzar, in fine, was a Prince very induſtrious, 
and much more fortunate then any of his Anceſtors. He de- 
parted this Life in the three and fortieth Year of his Age. 
Beroſus, in the third Book of his Chaldæan Hiſtory, makes men- 
tion of it in theſe Words: (a) © Nabuchodenazor the Father 
« ſays he, underſtanding that a certain great Ofhcer of his, to 
« whom he had committed the Government of £gypt, Celo- 
« Syria and Phenicia, was fallen-off from his Allegiance, 
ec and not being in a Condition of Body himſelf to bear the 
cc Fatigues of the War in his own Perſon, he ſent his Son 


e Nabuchodonozor, with Part of his Army, to reduce him to 


« his Obedience. He found him out; fought, and overcame 
c him, and ſo brought back the revolted Provinces to their 


_ & Duty. The Father, in the mean time, was taken away by 


« a Sickneſs at Babylon, in the () one and twentieth Year of 
«© his Reign. The Young Man was no ſooner informed of 
« the Death of his Father, but he took immediate Care for 
“e the ſettling of his Affairs in Ægypt, and the reſt of the 
& Provinces ; recommending to ſome particular Friends the 
Charge of conveying his Priſoners, eus, Syrians, Phœni- 
c cians, and Ægyptians to Babylon, with the Army and Bag- 
«& gage; while he himſelf, with a ſmall Retinue, took his 
« Way thither over the De/art. The Government was re- 
&« ſerv'd for him in the mean while, by the Chaldæans, and by 
« the great Men, among them, in his. Abſence, ſecured till his 

. E474 Return. 
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(a) In Jeſephus he's call'd Nabuchodono/oros ; but Fof. Scaliger (in his 
Notes upon this Fragment at the End of his Book de Enendat Temp.) 
ſhews from Ptolemy and Euſebius, that the Name ſhould be Nabepollaſoros. 
See Vorſtius's Exercit. 2. de Ixx. annis Cuptivitatis, &c. 

_ (5) It ſhould be the Vine and Twentieth, as Scaliger has inſorm'd us in 
his Commentary upon this Piece. See Vorſtius's Exercit. 2. de Ixx. annis 


| Coptivitatis. 
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& Return. So that when he came to enter upon the Admi- 
&“ niſtration, he was eſtabliſh'd in the full Poſſeſſion of his 
& Paternal Empire. The firſt Thing he did was to make a 
< commodious Diſtribution of his Captives into Colonies, 
& and after that, to adorn and illuſtrate the Temple of Belus, 
< and other religious Places with Spoils of War. He re- 
& paired and enlarged the ancient Edifices of the City; and 
« raiſed Works upon the Banks of the River, to prevent all 
« Approaches that Way. He erected three Walls, or Re- 
ce trenchments, within the Bounds of the City, and as man 

without; all Brick Mork: And when he had fortify'd the 
& Town after this remarkable Manner, he beautify'd the Gates 
& with a Curioſity of Frontiſpiece like the finiſhing of the 
„% Temple-Woirk : And advanc'd another Palace contiguous 
4% to that of his Father's, with all poſſible Art and Magnifi- 
& cence ; but the Particulars are too many, and would be too 
* long for this Place. There is only one Thing that I can- 
not but take notice of; which is, that this ſpacious and 
« ſtately Fabrick was finiſh'd in fifteen Days. (a) In this 
< Building, there were vaſt Stones ſupported upon Arches, 
« that look'd like Mountains hanging in the Air; and they 
© were planted on the Top with ſeveral Sorts of Trees, in a 
* Complement to the Queen, who being a Median, had a paſ- 
« fjonate Deſire to ſee ſome artificial Reſemblance of the Gar- 
dens and Rarities of her own Country.” Megaſtenes, in 
the fourth Volume of his Hiſtory of India, ſpeaks of theſe 
Garden-Works, and ſets forth this King, both for his Enter- 
prize and for his Perfcrmances, to have been much ſuperior 
to Herculus himſelf; having ſubdu'd the (5) greateſt Part of 
Libya, and likewiſe Ihenia. Diocles makes mention of this 
King in the /econd Book of his Perſian Hiſtory ; and fo does 
Pphiloſtratus, in the Account he gives of the Phenicians and 


the Indians telling how this Prince, in the Days of /thobal 


King of Tyre, maintain'd a Siege of thirteen Years againſt 
that Town: And thfs is all I can find among the Hiſtorians 
concerning him. 


(a) dee Scaliger's Notes upon the Fragment of Berofus, and Cunæus de 
ep. Hebræcrum, |. 1. c. 15. | 


G) The Tranſlation follows Scaliger's Correction of the Place. 
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Eyil-Merodach ſucceeds Nebuchadnezzar and diſcharges 
Jehoiakin. The Royal Line of Babylon down to Bel- 
ſhazzar, Cyrus and Darius beſiege him in Babylon. 
Daniel expounds a Viſion to him. Babylon taken, and 
Belſhazzar in it. Darius makes Daniel his particular 
Favourite. Daniel's wonderful Deliverances, Viſions, 
and Predictions, 
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* Ar the Death of Nebuchadnezzar, (a) Evil-Merodach 
his Son ſucceeds him; who ſet Feconiah (or Fehoiabin) 
the King of Feruſalem, at Liberty; honour'd him with many 
Preſents ; took him into a particular Truſt and Confidence, 
and made him the chief Governour of his Palace at Babylon. 
His Father indeed had broken his Faith ſhamefully with this 
Feconiah, in making him a Priſoner after he had ſo frankly 
deliver'd up himſelf, his Wife, Children and all his Relations 
upon Honour, only, for the ſaving of his Country from utter 
Ruin, as is ſaid already. 1 
Evil-Merodach dy'd in the eighteenth Year of his Reign. 
His Son (b) Nigliſar ſucceeded him; and when he had reign- 
ed forty Years, the Kingdom fell by Succeſſion to his Son La- 
byſardochus, who kept it only nine Months; and after his 
Death, it went to Be//hazzar, by the Babylonians called Na- 
boandel. | | 
(c) Cyrus theKing of the Perſians, and Darius the King of 
the Medes, made War upon this Prince; and while they lay be- 
fore Babylon there appear'd to Be/ſhazzar a wonderful, and a 
prodigious Viſzon. As he was at Supper in a large Eating- 
Room, with his Courtiers and his Concubines about him, and 
a magnificent Oſtentation of Si ver- Veſſels and Plate for the 
Service of his Table, he call'd, in a Frolick, for the ſacred 
Veſſels allo out of his own Temple, which Nebuchadnezzar de- 
poſited there, upon rifling the Temple at Jeruſalem ; though 
he never had the Confidence to put them to any prophane or 
private Uſe. Bel/hazzar was now warm in his Cups ; and en- 
tertaining himſelf, and his Company, with prophane Extra- 
| vagancies 


* 
3 


2 Kings 25.27. & Jer. 52. 31. (a) Abilamaroadachas. Fof. 
(2) Niglyaros, Fof. See Scaliger's Notes upon the Fragment of Beroſus, 
P- 14, 15, Cc. and Vorſtius's Exercit. 4. de Vece Seſach. 


(e) How Joſephus eonſounds the laft Kings of Babylon, ma be ſeen in 
Vorſtiuss 4. Exercit. de Voce Seſach, * ge 
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vagancies of Speech againſt the Majeſty of the True God; when 
in the Height of his Jollity there appear'd a Hand, writing | 
certain Syllables upon the Wall, which put the King into ſuch 
an Agany of Terror, that he preſently call'd a Counſel of his 
cunning Men and Chaldæans (a Sort of Quack-Fortune-Tellers 
among thoſe Barbarians, that value themſelves upon a Facul- 
ty of reſolving Cramp-Queſtions, and unriddling Dreams) to 
find out the Meaning of the Hords that were there mark'd 
vpon the Plaiſter. They laid their Heads together, and upon 
Advice, and Conſideration, frankly declar'd that they under- 
ſtood nothing of the Matter. Upon this the King, in an An- 
. xiety of Thought and Surprize, caus'd a Proclamation to be 
publiſh'd all over his Dominions, with Promiſe of a Golden 
Chain; the Privilege of a Royal Purple Robe, and the third Place 
of Rule in his Kingdom, to any Man that ſhould give him the 
Interpretation of that r:ting. Upon this Proclamation, the 
Wiſe-Men gathered together more and more, in a Strife, who 
ſhould unfold this Myſtery ; and all to no manner of Pur- 
poſe in the Concluſion. 

While the King was labovring in a Torment of Mind and 
Aſtoniſhment, under theſe Diſappointments, his Grandmother 
went to him and told him; that for his Comfort, there was a 
certain Jeu among the Priſoners that Nebuchadnezzar brought 
away with him upon the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, who was 
look'd upon to be a Man of great Wiſdom and Foreſight, and 
ſo wonderfully ſkill'd in the ſolving of nice Difficulties and 
Queſtions, as if he ſpake by the Direction of a Divine Spirit. 
She told him alſo that Nebuchadnezzar made uſe of him for 
his Interpreter in the like Caſes, when no body clſe was able 
to reſolve him: Wherefore ſhe deſir'd the King by any means 
to ſend for Daniel, and to examine him about that Writing, 
and give him Encouragement to ſpeak the Truth, let it be 
never ſo much againſt him; if it were but to daſh the Igno- 
rance of other Pretenders, Upon this Advice, Belſbazzar 

. cauſed Daniel to be ſent for; profeſſing indeed that he had 
heard of the Sagacity and Underſtanding of that Man ; and 
that he took him to be the moſt likely Perſon in the World 
to divine the Truth of a Matter, which no body elſe could 
gueſs at. So upon Daniel's being brought, the King put him 
the Queſtion, with an Aſſurance that all the Promiſes in his 
Proclamation ſhould be made good to him, upon his Solution 

of it; which would make him famous all over the World, 
= wherever it ſhould come to be known, that he had theſe Ho- 

_—  nours done him for his Wiſdom. 

WE. - Daxicl cxcus'd himſelf from the receiving of any Gifts or 


Honours; 
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Honours ; for Miſdom, ſays he, is a Divine Faculty, and not to 
be corrupted or prophan'd with Bribes ; but to be ever ready 
to ſerve thoſe that ſtand in need of it. T his Writing, Joys 
« he, is a foretclling to you that your Death is at hand; for 
« you ſhould have taken Warning by the Judgments that be» 
« fel your great Anceſtor for his Contempt of God, and have 
« apply'd yourſelf to a Courſe of Life within the Compaſs 
« of Religion, Modeſty, and Moderation. You know very 
ce yell that Ncbuchadnezzar was baniſh'd the Society of Man- 
« kind, and condemn'd to the Life and Condition of a Beaſt 
e but that afterward it pleaſed God upon his earneſt Prayers 
« and Repentance, to reſtore him to the Converſation of 
« Men, and to the Exerciſe of his former Government; which 
ec infinite Mercy and Providence of God he adored, and cele- 


_ © brated afterward all the Days of his Life: But for your 


« Part, ſays Daniel, You are ſo far from being wrought upon 
„by this Example in your Family, that you blaſpheme God 
6 to his Face, and take a Pride to ly prophaning the Veſſels 
&« of his holy Altar, in your Debauches with your Harlots; 


_ * by this lewd Courſe of Impiety, you have drawn the Wrath 


c of God upon your Head; and the Intent of this Writing is 


© only to ſhew what End you are to come to. MENE, 


© which is as much as Number, ſignifics that the Days both of 
« your Life, and of your Reign, are number'd; and that you 
** have but a very ſhort Time to live. T EME L (or Weight) 
« gives to underſtand, that your Reign is weighed in the Bal- 
* lance, and drawing to a Concluſion. PERES, or 2 
Fragment, portends that your Kingdom ſhall be divided, 


* and given to the Medes and Perſians.” The King could not 


but be mortally caſt down with this Interpretation ; but was 
yet ſo juſt and generous as to make good to Daniel all that he 


had promis'd him, though the Foreteller of his Ruin; conſi- 


dering with himſelf, that it was not the Prophet's Fault, but 
his own unhappy Fatality, that he could tell him no better 
Tidings: Neither would he deny but Daniel! had done the 
Part of a juſt and a good Man, in letting him know the 
Truth of Things, though never ſo deplorable in the Event. 

It was not long after this, when both himſelf and the City 
fell into the Power and Poſſeſſion of Cyrus; for Babylon was 
taken in the ſe venteenth Tear of the Reign of Belſbaꝝ zar, who 
is ſaid to have been the laſt King of Nebuchadnezzar's Family. 
Now Darius was ſixty two Years of Age at the Subverſion 
of the Empire of Babylon, with the Aſſiſtance of Cyrus his 
&1n/man ; which Cyrus was the Son of AMiyages, though knowa 
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among the Greeks by another Name. He took the Prophet 
Daniel along with him into Media, and had him in great Ho- 
nour and Eſtimation; for he made him one of the three Chief 
Governours that had three hundred ſixty more under them, 
according to the Original Conſtitution of Darius. Now Da- 
rius had ſo great a Tenderneſs, and Reverence for Daniel, 
that he conſulted him upon all Occaſions as an Oracle, and 
would hardly reſolve upon any Matter of Moment without 
his Advice; but it fell out with Daniel, as we find it in the 
Caſe of other Princes Favourites: The Confident that is moſt 
in Credit never fails of drawing upon himſelf the Envy of all 
the reſt. Now Daniel was ſo well aware of theſe Court-Trichs, 
and kept ſo ſtritt a Guard upon himſſelf, that there was no 
laying hold of him. As to the Matter of Money and Bribes, 
he had a Soul ſo much above any Temptation of that Kind, 
that he made a Conſcience of receiving even a lawful Acknow- 
ledgment for a good Office: But this did not hinder his Ene- 
mies yet from joining in a Practice againſt his Life; and the 
Manner of it was this. = 
It being obſerv'd that Danzel pray'd to God conſtantly 
thrice a Day, his Adverſaries, to entrap him, bethought 
themſelves how they might improve that Practice of his to his 
Ruin. So they applied themſelves to Darius, in the Name 
of his Council and State Officers, and upon their Advice and 
Requeſt, that he would be pleaſed ſo far to indulge his Peo- 
ple, as to paſs an Edict, only for thirty Days, that whoſo- 
ever ſhould preſume to aſk any Thing of God or Man within 
that Compaſs of Time, ſhould be caſt into the Lions Den. The 
King was ſo ſhort-ſighted, as not to ſee thorough the Malice 
of this Contrivance, and that the very Propoſal ſtruck at the 
Life of Daniel: ſo that Darius aſſented to the Motion; pro- 
mis'd a Confirmation of it, and order'd the Publication of 
the Decree, as the Act of himſelf, and his Council. The 
Dread of this Decree put all People into a general Damp and 
Silence for fear of being ſurprized into a Tranſgreſſion : Sa- 
ving only Daniel himſelf, who went on ſtill in his daily 
Courſe of worſhipping God, in the publick View of the 
World, as it was his Cuſtom to do; without ever heeding the 
Decree. This way of Proceeding furniſhed his Enemies with 
the Opportunity of a Pretence that they had long waited for : 
Which immediately they laid hold of; for giving the King 
to underſtand that Daniel was the only Man that in Contempt 
of his Royal Proclamation, worſhipped contrary to the Tenor 
and Direction of the Decree : And that © he did not do this, 
+ out of Piety neither, but out of a Spirit of Contradiction in 
| | IN « defiance 
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(c defiance to the Authority of the Edict.“ The Envy of Da- 5 
niel's Enemies was the more outrageous, upon the Apprehen- 
ſion they had that the King's Perſonal Indulgence for him 
might incline him to paſs over the Affront: So that they preſs'd 
him with Clamours and Outcries not to be reſiſted, for Juſ- 
| tice upon the Malefactor; and nothing would ſerve them, but 
Daniel muſt be immediately thrown into the Lions Den, Da- 
rius was forc'd to yield to the Violence of theſe Importuni- 
ties; but told Daniel for his Comfort in this Extremity, that 
rather then ſo good a Man ſhould periſh, God would yet 
work ſome Miracle for his Relief: So Daniel was caſt into 
the Lions Den, and a great Stone laid at the Mouth of the 
Den, which the King ſeal'd with his own Signet, and fo went 
his way to his Palace, He paſs'd that Night faſting and wak- 
ing; for the Trouble of his Mind for Daniel would not ſuf- 
fer him either to eat, or ſleep : But early in the Morning he 
got up, and went to the Den, where he found every thing as 
he left it, and the Seal untouch'd. He call'd upon Daniel then 
by his Name, at a Grate that look'd down into the Den, to 
know if he were living or not; to which Daniel made this 
Anſwer, that he was /afe and well: In which Inſtant, the 4 
King order'd him to be taken out again; But Daniel's Ene- 3 
mies would not allow this Deliverance however to be the 
Work of a peculiar Providence, and would needs face the 
King down that the Lions Bellies were full, and fo they let 
him alone for want of Appetite. The King was ſo incenſed 
at the Spite and Malignity of theſe People, that he order'd as. 
much Meat to be given the Lions as they could get down, 
and when they would eat no longer, to turn Daniel's Accu- 
ſers in among them. If they do not worry them, ſays the 
King, tis becauſe their Bellies are full; but if they do, it muſt 
be allow'd to be a Divine Providence that preſerv'd Daniel. 
In ſhort, the Lions tore them to pieces, every one of them, 
as if it had been in a ſtarving Hunger : or rather, as if the 
Brutes themſelves were become the Miniſters of God's Juſ- 
tice upon the Workers of Iniquity. 
After this Execution done upon the treacherous Complot- 
ters againſt Daniel, Darius publiſh'd a Decree through his 
whole Empire; commanding his People to acknowledge the 4 
God of * Daniel to be the Only True, and Almighty God ; and 
at the ſame Time multiply'd Honours upon the Prophet him- 
ſelf, in Preference to all the reſt of his Friends and Favourites: 
Now Daniel, by this way of Conduct having gain'd the uni- 
” . | verſal 
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=  verfil Eſteem of a Perſon highly in Favour both with God and 
Man: He erected a ſtately Fabrick at Echbatan, the Capital 
of Media; a Work every way wonderful, as well for the 
Structure and Strength of it, as for the Beauty. The Building 
is till to he ſeen, and looks as freſh, and as firm at this In- 

tant, as if it had been finiſh'd but. the Day you firſt ſaw it 
= withour any Decays of Time or Age to be ſeen upon it: 
MW Whereas it fares with other Ædifices, as with human Bodies; 
1:3 Time wears them out, and disfignres them. This Tower 
is fimous for being the Royal Monument of the Kings of the 

* Medes, Perſians, and Parthians, to which Uſe it is ſtill ap- 
ply'd ; and the Place likewife committed to the Cuſtody of a 
Fewiſh Prieſt to this very Day. There are ſome other Paſſa- 
ges in the Hiſtory of Daniel, which are yet more admirable, 
and particular, and not to be paſſed over in Silence. He had 
this ſingular Bleſſing attending him, over and above his ex- 
cellent Gift of Prophecy ; that he liv'd in a high Degree of Re- 
putation both with King and People; and at his Death, left 
an immortal Memory behind him, to his everlaſting Honour. 
For we find by his Writings that are yet extant, and in dai- 
= Jy Uſe and Reading, that beyond all Queſtion, God admitted 
i116 him into expreſs Colloquies, and revealed to him not only 
1 the Sum, and Subſtance of Things to come (as was uſual 
to other Prophets) but the very Time when ſuch, or ſuch 
an Event ſhould come to paſs. And whereas other Prophets 
were more exerciſed in the Foreboding of Calamities, and 
conſequently drew upon themſelves Envy and Ill-will, both 
from Princes and People; Daniel, on the contrary, made 
Friends of both, by the good Things he told them which they 
took delight to hear. And then for the Certainty of the Event, 

all Mortals are agreed upon it, that he ſpake from the Di- 

_ Qate of an infallible Spirit; as may be abundantly gather'd 
*alſo, from the Writings which this great Prophet hath left 
dehind him. | wi | 
|; It fell ont, ſays he, as I was taking the Air one Day, with 
e ſome of my Companions at Suſa, the Metropolis of Perſia, 
=_ ** that we were ſurpriz'd all on a ſudden with an Earthguake. 
% My Friends ran away in a Fright, and left me alone, gro- 

e yeling upon the Ground, in a Conſternation upon that Ac- 
* cident. While I was in that Poſture, ſome Body, methought, 
„came and jogg'd me, and bad me riſe, and take good No- 

* tice of Things; for I ſhould ſee wonderful Revolutions that 

« would befal my Country-men, ſeveral Ages to come. Up- 

« on my ariſing, Iſaw a large Ram, with ſeveral Horns, and 


© thelaft Faller then the rel} : Turning my Face then toward 
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Book X. M Anrrgurrees, "bop, 3 
« the Weſt, 1 ſaw © Goat that paſs'd thorough the Air, and 
4 encounter'd the Ram ; ſtruck him down twice, and tram< -- 
il *« pled him under his Feet. After this, there aroſe a large A 
« Horn out of the Forehead of the Coat; and when that came  ® 
e to be broken, there ſprang up four more inſtead ofFir; poin= - 
TY toward the four Quarters of the Heavens, Daniel writes 
mm : alſo, that from one of them came forth a /zttle Horn, which. 
upon growing up, ſhould wage War with the Nation f 
te the Jews, and deſtroy Jeruſalem itſelf ; wy the Cere- 
« monies of the Temple, and all Sacrifices, for the Space of 
« 1296 Days.” This was the Viſion that, as Daniel writes, 
he ſaw at Suſa, which was firſt ſhewed by a Revelation from 
God; and then interpreted after this following Manner.“ By 
« the Ram, was deſigned the Kingdoms of the Medes and Per- 
* fans By the Horns, the ſucceeding Kings there; and the 
« laſt of their Kings, by the laſt Horn, as tranſcending all the 
& reſt for Wealth and Power. By the Goat was ſignified ſome 
King of Greece, that ſhould give tuo Overthrows to the Per- 
& ftans, and ſubdue that Empire. By the great Horn upon 
the Forehead of the Coat, was meant the fir ſt of their Kings; 
© and by the budding out of four Horns more, pointing to 
the four Winds, was to be underſtood the Succeffors to theſe 
« Kings, and the Partition of their Dominions, after the Death 
« of the fr, tho' Strangers to the Blood; but that however 
« they ſhould reign for ſeveral Years: And in Proceſs of 
Time, out of theſe ſhould come a King that would make 
War upon the Jewiſh Nation, and their Laws, and utterly 
e extinguiſh the Form of the Commonwealth ; Pillage the Tem- 
ple, and prohibit any Sacrifices. or Worſhip in it for three 
* Years.” Which Calamity came to paſs under Antiochus E- 
Piphanes, as the Prophet had foretold ſo many Years before, 
He wrote ſeveral wonderful Things alſo about the Roman Em- jj 
Pire, and what a Deſolation they ſhould make of our People: = 
All which he received by Divine Revelation, and tranſmitted 3 
in Writing to Poſterity, to ſtand as a Teſtimony upon Record, 
of the Agreement betwixt the Preſage, and the Event. This 
may ſerve to eſtabliſh a Veneration for that Man's Memory, 
whom God was pleas'd to honour in ſo particular a Manner: 
And likewiſe to confound the impious Doctrine of the Epi- 
curæœans, that will not allow of any ordering or over: ruling 
Providence to inter poſe in the Government, or Preſervation 
of the Univerſe ; but will have the whole Courſe of ſublu- : 
nary Affairs to be only a Huddle of Contingencies, wie 
EE either 
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either Cart or Counſel. Now if it were a$ they vainly imagine; 
the World without a ſupreme Governour or Moderator, would 
de ſuch another Fancy as that of a, Ship, at the Merey of the 
Wind and Waves, without a Pilot; which muſt of Neceſſi- 
b miſcatry: Or, as a Chariot among Crags and Precipices, 
LVichout à Driver, that periſhes under its own Weight. 80 
dat when I conſider the Predictions of Daniel, I cannot for- 
_ = give the Ignorance and Irreverence of thoſe People that make 
ii their Profeſſion to decry Providence, as if God took no 
= Care of us; for how is it poſſible there ſhould be ſuch a Cor- 
reſpondence _ a Thing foretold at one Time, and ful- 
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= 
= filled fo many Ages after, if, according to their Opinion, eve- 


= — in Writing, I do here deliver in Writing, juſt as I found it ; 
leaving eyery Man ſtill to the Liberty of his own Opinion. 
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The End of the firſt Volume. 
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my Thing were left to Hap-hazard ? But what I have found 


